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iner  fuppHes  rem^initig  unpaid, 
for  wluch  money  is  provided,  647 
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I    Addington^s  (Mr.  Speaker)  fpcech 
on  attending  His  Miijefty  in  the 
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feffioD»  618 
Addrcfs  to  the  King*  on  the  Prince 
of  Wales's  marriage,  173 
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army,  without  the  conlcnt  of 
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ikmc,  336— fextra  cxpenccs  of, 


from  Dec.  45,  1793,  to  Dec.  ij^ 
1794,  662 
Artillery,  Motion  for  leave  to  brin^ 
in  abill for augmentingthe Royal  . 
corps  of  artillery,  &c,  271——* 
Debate  on  the  fame^  207 

Bankers  and  Merchants,  Debate  oa 
Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon*s  mo- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill  for  their 
relief  againlFthe  depredations  of 
their  clerkf,  256,  539 

Barham  (Mr.)  his  motion  relative 
to  the  condud  of  Sir  CGrcy  and 
Sir  J.  Tcrvis  in  the  Well  Indies. 
See  ffy!  Indies 

Brothers,  (Mr.)  Motion  of  Mr. 
Halhed  to  have  Mr.  Brothcrs's 
Prophecies  laid  on  the  table,  164 
—Motion  of  Mr.  Halhed  for  a 
copy  of  the  warrant,  &c.  for  ap- 
prehending Mr.  Brothers,  19^ 
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Corfica — Tranflation  of  the  Article* 
of  the  ConflitutioiT  of  the  King- 
dom of  Corfica,  720 

D. 

J}cad  Body  bill,  Motion  for  leave 
to  bring  it  in,  54 

Debardt,  (Lieutenant  Governpr) 
Motion  rcrpe<5ting  him,  580 

Debts  Bill  for  the  recovery  of 

fmall  debts  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don negatived,  616 

Debts  (Public) — An  account  of 
them  as  they  flood  Jan.  5,  1795, 
with  the  annual  intereil  and 
other  charges  payable  thereon, 
626 

Dent's  (Mr.)  fpeech  on  the  abufca 

in  the  privilege  of  franking,  621 
Diftillcries,  Motion  to  bring  in  a 

bill  to  flop  them  for  a  certain 

time,  613 — Converfation  on  the 

fame,  616 
Dundas  (Major  General  Thomas), 

Motion  to  ere6t  a  monument  to 

his  memory,  5 1 2 
Dutch  Property  bill,  the  Houfe  in 

a  Committee  on  it,  206 

E. 

Eaft-India  Officers,  Converfation 
refpeding  their  fituation,  '2— 
Motion  to  iMy  their  memorial  be- 
fore the  Huufe,  42 — Motion  of 
General  Smich  to  redicfs  their 
grievances,  44 — Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  opens  the  Eall-India 
budget,  588 

Elettions— Mr.T.  Grenville  moves 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  re- 
fpe<Sting  controverted  elections, 
183 — Debate  on  the  fame,  208 
—  1  he  bill  withdrawn,  222 

Elkington  (Mr,) — ^Motion  of  Sir 
John  Sinclair  to  grant  Mr.  El- 
kington  loool.  to  enable  him  to 


make  experiments  in  the  draia- 
ageof  lands,  615 
Exchequer  bills,  Report  of  the 
Commiffioners  for  iflliing  them, 
690 
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Faulknor  (Captain)  —  Motion  to 
ered  a  monument  to  his  memory 
in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  185— 
General  Smith  moves  that  tho 
monument  be  ereded  in  St« 
PauPs  inftead  of  Weflminfier 
Abbey,  225 

Fitzwilliam  (Earl),  Converfation 
refpc^tinehis  recall  from  the  fitu- 
ation  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, 209—- Debate  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Jckyll  relating  to  hit 
recall,  348 

Fox  (Mr.),  motion  to  re-appoint 
him  and  others  to  be  Managrcrs 
to  make  good  the  charges  againft 
Mr.  Hafiings,  197 

Franking  bill  read  a  firft  time,  39— 
read  a  fecond  time,  43 — Motion 
for  an  account  of  the  number  of 
letters  franked  by  each  Member 
for  the  laft  two  years,  5 1 — Mr- 
Long  moves  for  the  Houfe  to  go 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  64 
— ^Motion  for  the  names  of  the 
Members  who,  by  bodily  infir- 
mitV,  are  difabled  from  franking 
their  own  lett/srs,  145 — Debate 
on  the  report  on  the  Frauking 
bill,  1 79— Converfation  on  the 
bill,  381— Correft  copy  of  Mr. 
Dent's  fpecch  on  the  abufes  in 
the  privilege  of  frankmg,  62 1 

Fullarton  (Colonel),  Motion  for  a 
copy  of  the  memorial,  &c.  rela- 
tive to  his  claim  of  1 5,000!.,  i4{ 
—-His  memorial,  696 

O. 

Goodall  (Vice  Admiral)  motion  for 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  173 

Grey  (Sir  Charles).     Sec  ITefi  . 
Indies 

Grenada.   See  ITffi  Indies. 
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Hair  po«rdcr,  debate  on  the  mode 
of  laying  the  rax,  6&^Exemp- 
cinQs,  to  be  allowed,  73 — Tfcc 
bill  read  a  third  time,  1 5^ 

Hatnmet.  (Sir  Benjamin)  motion 
tor  his  attendance  to  (late  his  in- 
capability of  franking  for  him(elf| 
1 59 — ^Motion  for  a  Copy  of  the 
notice  to  the  Poll  Mafter  Gene- 
ral, appointing  John  Hammet, 
Elq.  hi»  I'ubihtute,  163 — Con- 
Terfation  refpeding  his  deputing 
his  Con  to  frank  for  him,  1 70— 
Debate  on  the  fame,  1 74 

HalHngs,  (Mr.)  Converiation  re- 
fpeding the  indemnification  to  be 
granted  to  him,  5 1 1 

Hawkers*  and  Pedlars'  bill  read  a 
third  time,  435 

Hotham  (Vice  AJmiral)  motion 
for  a  vote  of  thanks  Co  him,  173 

I. 

Tervis  (Sir  John).  ^  Weft  Indies. 

lonkcepcrs,  convcrfation  relpect- 
iag  the  bill  for  their  relief,  53-^ 
Debate  on  the  fame,  223 

Ibfurance  on  fhips  to  pay  an  addi- 
tioisalduty,  168 

K, 

King's  (The)  Menage,  to  make 
proviiioa  for  the  profecution  of 
the  war,  145 — His  anfwer  to 
the  addrefs  on  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  marriage,  193  — His 
Mefliige  on  the  fubjcd  of  the 
Prince  of  Walcs*s  debts,  210 — 
Hu  roef&ge  tothe  Houfe,  011  the 
24th  May  1787,  on  the  (a me 
fubje^,  '211— Debate  on  his 
meihige  refpc^Sting  the  Prince  of 
Walcb's  debts,  294 — His  fpcech 
on  proFOgaing  the  Parliament, 

£irkudbright — Debate  on  the  deh.y 
IB  the  execution  ofnbe  wtit  for 
Kirkudbrii^^br,  1,  42,  72 


•  L. 

Life  infurances— the  duty  to  be 

impofed  on  the  capital  infured^ 

14$— The  motion  tor  the  fame 

withdrawn,  145 
Ltnzee,   (Rear  Admiral)  motion 

ioT  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  173 
Liverpool   merchants*  memoriaU 

See  Indlts 
Loan  to  the  Emperor— Debate  on 

if,  429,  503,  560,  581 
Loudon  militia  bill  read  a  iecond 

time,  63 — ^Thc  bill  read  a  third 

time,  159 
Lottery,  motion  to  raife  a  certaia 

fum  by  way  of  lottery,  14; 

'  M. 

Malefp'me,  Mr.    See  W^eJ  Indus. 

MartiniqU'v*.   See  Weft  Indieu 

Militia  ofiicers,  mott  n  to  allows 
them  an  addition  of  lahry  in 
times  of  peace,  37 — Debate  on 
the  Committee's  report,  57— 
The  bill  read  a  firft  time,  73 

Minority   (Lill  of  the)  on  Mr. 

Fox's  Motion  to  go  into  a  Com« 
-  mittee  on  the  (late  of  the  nation, 
M3— On  Mr.  Wilberforce'i 
motion,  "  that  the  pucfent  go- 
vernment of  France  fliould  not 
preclude  a  negociation  for  peace" 
424  On  Mr.  Sumner's  amend- 
ment on  the  motion  for  the  pay* 
mcnt  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
deb^s,  456 — On  Mr.  Barham't 
motion  rerpe<5ting  the  proclama- 
tions of  Sir  Cnarles  Grey  and 
Sir  John  Jervis,  in  the  Well  In- 
dies, 502 — On  Mr.  Fox's  mo- 
tion to  defer  the  fccond  reading 
of  the  Aiiilrian  Loan  bill,  570 

MoUoy  (Ciptain)  Mr.  HcnnikT 
Major,  rives  notice  of  an  intjnJ* 
cd  motion  rel'pecling  the  delay  in 
the  trial  of  Captain  Molloy,  146 
— T-he  notice  withdrawn,  146 

Motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
toen;iblc  the  Poll  Maflers  Gene- 
ral to  open  l(.ttri»  addreiicd  to 
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the  United  Provinces,  26 — For 
a  fum  to  be  voted  to  repair  ftt* 
dements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
57— For  a  fum  to  the  Landgrave 
ot  Heffe  CaiTelf  for  arrears  due 
for  fcrvices  in  the  war  with  Ame- 
rica, 27 — To  grant  a  vote  of 
credit  of  2,500,000!.  to  His 
Majefty,  to  defray  the  extraor* 
dinary  expence  for  the  fcrvice  of 
179$,  155— For  the  Sheriffs  to 
return  an  account  of  perfons  in 
prifon,  in  confe«|uence  of  profe- 
cutions  by  the  Eccleilaflical 
Courts,  163 — To  addrefs  the 
King,  Queen,  Prince  andPrin* 
cefs  of  Wales,  on  occafion  of  the 
Prince's  marriage,  172 
^yers,  General.    Ser  Weft  Indies m 

Navy  bills,  motion  for  providing 
for  thofe  outflanding  in  1793, 

Navy  Board,  converfation  refpcft- 
ing  the  expcnccs  of  it,  194 

Navy  officers — Motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  ndn- 
commiiiioned  oiiicere,  &c,  in  the 
navy,  to  allot  a  certain  portion 
of  their  pay,  for  the  relief  of 
their  families,  53 

Navy — Debate  on  the  bill  for  man- 
ning it,  37 — Motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  augmenting 
the  Royal  corps  of  artillery,  and 
providing  feamen  for  the  navy, 
171 — ^Debate  on  the  fame,  207 

O. 

Officers  on  half  pay — Motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  their 
behalf,  459 

Olwald  (Mr.)  Debate  on  allowing 
his  executors  a  certain  fum,  28 

P. 

Parker,  (Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hyde) 
motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
him,  173 


Paupers,  debate  on  the  bill  for  . 
lieving  them  at  their  own  houfes^ 

Peace,  debate  on  the  motion  o£ 
Mr.  Wilbcrforce,  **  that  the 
prefcnt  Government  of  Franc* 
fliould  not  preclude  a  negocia^ 
tion  for  peace,**  390 

Petition  from  the  Weft-India  mer* 
chants,  rcfpedling  the  proclama* 
tions  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and 
Sir  John  Jervis  in  the  Weftjin- 
diesj  225  - 

Provifion,  converfation  refpedting 
the  high  price  of  it,  290 

s/ 

St.  Lucia*    See  U'e^  Indies, 
St.  Vincent.    See  IVieft  Indies. 
Seamen *s  wages,  motion  refpe^ng 
it,  52 

Services  for  1794,  account  of  the 

money  given  for  them,  632 
Scotch  Quota  bill,  read  a  third  time, 

19s 

Slave  trade,  Mr.  Wilberforce's  mo- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  it,  2 

Stamps,  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee 
on  the  bill  for  granting  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  ftamps,  1 5  c 

State  of  the  nation,  Mr.  Fox  s  mo» 
tion  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  it,  73 

Stills,  an  additional  duty  of  9I.  per 
gallon,  to  be  laid  on  them,  68 

Subalterns,  Mr.  Pbrter  moves  for 
an  increafe  of  their  pay,  386 

Sunday  bill,  debate  on  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  fof 
the  better  obfervance  of  Sunday, 
56 — the  bills  read  a  fecond  time, 
1 46 — Motion  to  adjourn  the  con- 
lidcration  of  it,  157— The  bill 
thrown  out,  183 

Supplies  for  1 794,  632 — Ditto  for 
1795,  648 

T; 

Tea ;  Houfe  in  a  Committee  oh 
the  tea  duty  bill,  41-— The  bill 
read  a  third,  50 
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Tnuiport  office  ((ee  navy  board) 
Troops,  debate  on  General  Ma- 
deod'f  motion  for  a  return  of 
the  number  of  troops  in  Great 
Britain,  223 

W. 

Waks  (Prince  of)  Addrefs  to  the 
King  on  tht  Prince's  marriage, 
17} — The  Kinfir's  meflage  on 
the  Prince's  debts,  a  10 — His 
mei&geontheiamefubjedt,  a4th 
May  1787,  at  X— Debate  on  the 
PriBce  s  debu,  194 — The  de- 
bate rcfumed,  330*-Converra- 
tkn  on  the  fame,  426^Com- 
manication  of  the  Prince  to  the 
Hoa(e  refpedting  his  debts,  436 
— Debate  on  the  fame,  437, 

IHf  576,  5?3-:: — 

Account  of  the  lums  paid  from 
the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall  during  the  minority 

of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  583  

Debate  on  the  debts,  607,  613, 
6x4,  6x7 
Ways  and  means,  the  Houfe  in  a 
Committee  of,  68-- Ways  and 
means  for  anfwering  the  iupplies 
for  1794,  646— Ditto  for  1795, 
6c6 

Weft  Indies,  petition  from  the 
Wcft-India  merchants,  refpefling 
the  proclamations  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  225 
— ]>bate  on  Mr.  Barham's  mo- 
don  for  copies  of  the  proclama* 
rions,  &c.  226— Copy  of  Sir 
Charles  Grey's  proclamation, 
Martini<}ue,  30  March,  X794, 
244— >Ditto  at  St.  Lucia,  April 
t,  J7<)4«  245— Memorial  of  the 
Weft  India  Planters  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  Auguft  28,  1794, 
for  an  additioxul  force  in  the 
Weft  India  IHands,  and  on  the 
contribudons  impofed  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  French  cap- 
tured Weft-India  I  (lands,  246-— 
Memorial  of  the  Weft*India  plan- 
ten  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  6tl| 


February  1 79$,reA>ed!ng  the  pro. 
ceedingsofSirC.  Grey,  and  Sir  J. 
Jervis  in  the  captured  French  Weft 
India  illands,  248 — Memorial  of 
the  Agents  on  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  proprietors  bf  Marti- 
nique, 250 — ^Memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool,  251— 
Copy  of  the  Duke  of  Porthind't 
letter,  30th  April  179$,  to  the 
Committee  of  Weft-India  plan- 
ters, 253— Letter  of  the  fame, 
ad  May  1795,  to  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool,  2C4 — Letter  from 
Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir  J.  Tervis  to 
the  Duke  ot  Portland,  7th  March 
1795,  254— .Extract  of  a  Letter 
to  Mefirs.  Baiilie  and  Co.  dated 
St.  Vincent's,  14th  April  1795, 
inclofed  in  the  above,  257— Tef- 
timonialsaddreifedto  SirC.  Grey 
at  Martinic^ue,  267,  &c.— Copy 
of  feparate  mftru^ons  to  Sir  C. 
Grey,  dated  November  1793; 
with  copies  of  feveral  papers 
therein  referred  to,  271— Copy 
of  a  letter  from  Sir  C.  Grey  and 
Sir  J,  Jervis  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas,  dated  Barbadoes,  i6th 
January  1794,  281— Extra<a  of 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dun« 
das  to  Sir  C.  Grey,  7th  March 
1794,  282— Copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the 
agents  on  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  proprietors  of  Marti- 
nique, 30th  April  1795,  282— 
Memorial  of  the  Weft-India  plan, 
ters,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
4th  May,  1795,  28a— Letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the 
Weft-India  merchants,  X2th  of 
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In  the  FIFTH  SESSION  of  the 
Seventeenth  Parliament  of  Great  BritaiNj 
Appointed  to  be  holden  at  WEstMiKSTERy 
OnTHU&SDAYy  the  a5th  of  November,  17901 


Thurfdaff  ^6th  February* 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  rofc,  he  faid,  to  complain  o^  i 
dicumffamce,  which  he  thought  an  infringement  on  the  privileged 
of  that  Houfe.  He  had,  on  the  1 6th  of  January  laft,  moved  that 
a  writ  (hould  be  iffued  out  for  a  new  Commiflioner  to  ferve  in  Par- 
fiamoit  for  Kircudbright,  in  the  room  of  Major-general  Stewart^ 
deceafed,  and  fuch  writ  had  not  as  yet  been  returned. 

The  SPEAKER  aflced  the  honoui^ible  Member  whether  he  knew 
Id  whom  the  writ  had  been  given?  and  being  informed  that  it  had 
been  given  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  the  Melfenger  of  the  Great 
SeaU  he  fuggefted  to  the  Houfctthe  propriety  of  forthwith  calling 
Idm  as  to  its  difpofah 

The  Mcffengcr  being  called  to  the  Bar,  and  interrogated  by  thd 
Speaker,  faid,  he  gave  the  writ  to  Mr.  CblUncrSy  on  Lord  Gar^ 
lies'  rccdpt  for  the  £ime. 
Voi,.XLL  S  Cooalp 
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Mr.  CHALMERS  was  next  called,  who  faid,  he  received  the 
writ  from  the  Mcfienger  of  the  Great  Seal ;  that  he  delivered  the 
writ  to  Lord  Garlics,  the  Sheriff,  nnd  took  his  Lordfliip's  receipt 
for  it ;  but  he  underftood,  tiiat  from  the  great  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  the  roads  being  for  fome  time  Tendered  impaflable  in 
tliat  p?.rt  of  Scotland,  the  writ  was  prevented  reaching  the  place  of 
its  dcftinatii.n  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS,  willing  to  give  full  time  for  information 
on  this  head,  poftjx^cd  the  farther  confideration  of  the  matter  until 
that  day  fortnight. 

General  SMITH  adverted  to  the  memorial  refpcfting  the  officers 
in  India,  and  which  was  now  before  the  Houfc,  and  faid,  that  if 
he  did  not  find  that  fome  mcafure  was  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
next  week,  to  fhew  him  there  was  a  ferious  intention  to  take  the 
cafe  of  thefc  men  into  confideration,  he  ftiould  bring  forward  a  mo- 
tion upon  the  fubjc^^^. 

Mr.  Sccrctarj'  DUNDAS  repeated  what  he  faid  on  a  former  day 
upon  this  fubjed.  He  faid,  that  by  the  King  s  command  he  laid 
the  memorial  before  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  made  his  report ;  this 
report  was  laid  before  the  Court  of  Dircdtors,  and  they  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  report.  He  admitted  that  the  officers  in  India  laboured 
under  intolorabie  grievances,  arid  certainly  ought  to  be  rcdrelTed. 
What  mode  of  rcdrefs  was  the  beft  was  a  queftion  which  he  would 
not  now  attempt  to  difcufs..  The  Court  of  Directors  were  now 
forming  a  plan — perhaps  the  officers  might  not  think  the  plan  fa- 
vourable to  them  ;  but  he  fhould  aft  with  the  fame  fentiments  as 
he  had  ever  adcd  for  thefc  officers  ;  and  he  was  confident  that  they 
had  not  the  fmalleft  idea  of  any  thing  unfavourable  towards  them  on 
his  part. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began  with  obfcrving,  that  as  thefub-  . 
jfeft  oh  which  he  was  about  to  addrefs  the  Houfe,  was  one  on  which 
it  had  been  ncceflary  for  him  formerly  to  occupy  fo  much  of  their 
time,  and  with  which  they  were  fo  fully  acquainted,  it  would  not  be' 
necqffary  for  him,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  enter  into  any  long 
difcuflion.  It  was,  indeed,  the  lefs  neceffary,  becaufe  the  motion 
with  which  he  (hould  conclude  was  no  more  than  the  proper  confe- 
quence  of  their  own  refolution  of  the  year  1792,  "  that  the  flavc 
trade  ftiouId  be  aboliflied  on  the  ift  of  January,  1796."  He 
would  therefore  fet  out  with  dcfiring  that  this  refolution  might  be 
read  by  the  clerk  ;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Such  was  their  refolution  in  the  year  1792  ;  without  dcfccnd- 
ing  into  particulars,  he  would  ftate  in  general  the  grounds  of  that 
refoludbn,  and  the  circumfianccs  under  which  the  Houfe  had  come 
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toit ;  after  which  h«  would  inquire  whether  any  thmg  had  fince 
paiTcd,  or  now  cxift<^d>  )vhich  ought  to  induce  them  to  change 
their  opinion- 

It  woulH  be  temcmbered  that  this  great  bufincfs  wa^  firft  brought 
bdure  Parliament  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1788.    A  laborious  in- 
Trftigatinn  of  the  fubjeft  in     its  parts  w::s  profccutcd  with  great  di- 
ligciKTc  bv  the  Priv)'  Council,  whofc  voluminous  Report  was  after- 
wards laid  on  the  tabic  of  the  Houfe,  and  furr.iflied  the  grounds 
cf  a  (tring  uf  refolutions  which  he  movtd  in  the  year  1 7  80,  as  th« 
biHs  of  his  propofed  meafure  of  abolition.    The  parties  who  con- 
ceived themselves  intcrefted  againft  the  qucdion,  defired,  however, 
t>  be  heard  at  the  bar,  and  accordingly  an  inquiry  was  entered  into, 
and  carried  on  at  firft  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  af- 
tcrwarilsy  for  the  fake  of  difpatch,  in  a  Committee  above  ftairs, 
mhich  was  not  clofed  till  the  Spring  of  1791.    He  then  brought 
fjTward  his  motion  for  immediate  abolition,  but  was  not  fo  fortunate 
a»  to  find  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  concurring  with  him  in  opinion. 
Again,  he  fubmittcd  the  queflion  to  them  in  the  following  year, 
viicn  he  was  more  fucccfsful,  though  not  to  the  extent  of  his  own 
vifhcs.     It  was  tlicn  the  Houfe  had  come  to  the  refolution  which 
hud  been  lately  read  to  them.    The  grounds  on  M'hich  it  relied  were 
a  dear  and  univerfal  convidion,  that  it  had  been  irrcfragably  proved 
ilut  the  (lave  trade  was  a  fyftem  of  incurable  injuftice  and  cruelty  ; 
that  it  was  the  occalion  of  frequent  and  bloody  wars  amongft  the 
natives  of  Africa,  for  tlic  fake  of  making  prifoners,  by  the  fale  of 
vbom  they  might  obtain  European  commodities ;  that  it  occafionod 
inmmicrable  ads  of  depredation  both  by  blacks  and  Mhites  ;  that 
it  arnxrd  the  Chieftains  not  only  againft  the  neighbouring  Chieftains, 
but  againft  their  own  people,  of  whom  they  were  the  natural  guar- 
dians i  that  the  adminiftration  of  jufticc  was  turned  into  an  engine 
t»r  tj:c  procuring  of  Haves  ;  that  it  was  a  fyftem  fupported  through- 
out or  fraud  and  mcannefs,  to  the  corruption  of  every  moral  prin- 
ciple, and  th-e  diftufion  of  every  fpccies  of  vice  and  debauchery  ; 
&at  thus  it  had  been  the  hateful  means  of  barring  out  fioix  a  great 
continent  the  Ikfllngs  of  civilr^ation  and  fecial  improvement,  and 
the  light  of  religious  truth,  and  of  keeping  it  in  a  ftatc  of  barbarifm 
and  mifery ;  and  all  this,  m  hen  there  was  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  natives  of  Africa  were  not,  acconiing  to  the  opinion  once 
ihamclcfsly  avowed,  but  now  univerfally  exploded,  an  inferior  race 
of  beings,  biit  that  they  were  men  like  ourfclvcs,  by  no  means  fe- 
cmi  to  the  Europeans  in  the  faculties  of  the  underftanding,  or  the 
feelings  of  the  heart.     Such,  obferved  Mr.  Vv'ilbcrforce,  were  the 
{rcat  fundamental  propofitions  cftablifticd  and  acled  upon  in  tlic  year 
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i  792,  to  which  he  might  add  the  cfFefls  of  the  flavc  trade  on  our 
fnarlne,  which,  from  the  mufter-rolls  produced  by  his  opponents 
thcmfelvcs,  was  proved  to  lofe  more  feamen  in  this  trade  than  in  all 
the  other  trades  of  the  kingdom  put  together.  Th^fe  propoiitipns^ 
let  it  be  obferved,  were  not  crude  or  hafty  opinions ;  the  Houfc  had 
come  to  them,  after  long  and  clofe  inquiry,  upon  much  deliberation^ 
and  the  fulleft  difcuffion  ;  and  they  who  did  not  agree  with  him  irt 
his  conclufions,  (he  alluded  particularly  to  his  right  honourable 
friends,  Mr.  Dundas  and  the  Speaker)  could  not  but  admit  the 
juftnefs  of  his  prcmifcs  :  they  called  the  flave  trade  the  torment  of 
Africa,  and  afcribed  to  it  all  thofe  charaftcrs  of  wickednefs  and 
cruelty  with  which  it  had  been  charged  by  himfelf. 

Againft  all  this,  however,  it  was  urged,  that  It  would  be  in  the 
higheft  degree  injurious  to  the  Weft-India  iflands  to  abolifh  it  im- 
mediately ;  and  the  rcafon  chiefly  infifted  on,  was,  that  the  num- 
ber of  female  flaves  was  confiderably  inferior  to  that  of  the  males, 
and  that  therefore  the  numbers  could  not  be  kept  up  without  im- 
portations from  Africa.  He  himfelf  had  contended,  firft,  that  the 
inequality  {6  ftated  did  not  exift  ;  and  fecondly,  if  it  did,  there 
were  abundant  proofs  from  experience,  many  of  which  he  fpecified, 
that  the  human  race  had  not  only  kept  up,  but  had  increafed,  its 
^numbers,  where  the  inequality  had  been  as  great,  and  where,  in 
various  particulars  which  he  ,then  ftated,  they  had  been  in  far  more 
unfavourable  circumftances.  On  thefe,  and  other  grounds,  he  had 
given  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  Weft  Indies  were  in  no 
want  of  farther  importation  from  Africa,  which  was  llluftratcd  and 
confirmed  by  accounts  produced  by  themfclvcs  of  their  progreflivc 
population  ;  and  on  the  whole,  that  as  the  abolition  was  indifpen- 
fable,  on  e\^ry  principle  of  jafticeand  humanity,  fo  it  was  power- 
fully recommended  by  confiderations  of  the  truft  policy.  This  muft 
"  not  be  reg:irded  as  the  prejudice  of  one  who  might  be  naturally  fup- 
pofed  partial  in  a  caufehe  had  fo  much -at  heart.  It  was  the  deli- 
berate and  decided  judgement  of  the  ableft  men  in  that  Houfe,  to 
whofc  opinions  gentlemen  were  ufed  to  bow  with  the  moft  defe- 
rence, and  who  in  that  fentiment  entirely  and  avowedly  concurred. 
The  Houfe,  however,  could  not  be  brought  to  yield  to  their  au- 
thority ;  they  therefore  named  the  ift  of  J'^nuary,  1796,  as  the 
period  of  abolition,  in  order  that  the  planters  might  in  the* interim 
fupply  thcmfelvcs  with  fuch  a  number  a  flaves,  particularly  with  fe- 
males, as  might  put  beyond  all  doubt  the  pofiibility  of  their  keeping 
Vp  their  numbers  without  importation  from  Africa. 

Such,  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  was  the  footing  on  which  the  bu- 
finefs  was  left  in  tlic  year  1792,  and  he  now  called  upon  them  tq 
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ad  upon  the  rdblution  to  which  they  had  then  come,  and  which 
was  to  be  the  fubdance  of  the  bill  which  he  was  now  about  to  move 
fiir  leave  to  bring  in.  This  he  had  a  right  to  require  of  them,  un- 
kfs  it  could  be  (hewn  that  (ftrange  as  it  n)ight  feem)  the  flave  trade 
was  not  juftly  chargeable  with  thofe  evils  which  it  had  been  dated 
to  produce  in  Africa,  or  unlcfs  it  could  be  made  out  that  the  argu- 
ments on  the  ground  of  policy,  had  become  fo  much  ftronger  from 
the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  times,  as  that  though  continuing 
to  be  convinced  of  the  reality  of  thofe  evils,  gentlemen  werc.nevcr- 
didefs  to  eftccm  them  more  than  countervailed  by  thefe  new  poli- 
tical confiderations.  In  both  thefe  rcfpedls,  the  very  reverie  would 
appear  to  be  the  fa<Sl :  the  wicked  nefs  and  cruelty  of  the  flave- trade 
fyftcm  had  received,  if  pofTible,  ftill  clearer  and  ftronger  confirma- 
tion, and  no  man  of  common  prudence  and  fairnefs  could  deny, 
that  without  any  thiqg  to  be  fet  on  the  other  fide,  it  had  now  be- 
come almoft  indifpenfable  to  the  very  exiftcnce  of  our  Weft-Indian 
poflcflions,  to  prevent  all  farther  importation  of  flaves  from  the 
continent  of  Africa. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  particulars,  much  valuable  in- 
fbrmation  rcfpefling  the  flave  trade  had  been  obtained  from  fome 
gentlemen  in  the  foremoft  fituations  under  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany in  Africa,  of  whom  it  was  not  too  much  to  affirm,  that  they 
were  men  eminent  for  foundnefs  of  underftanding,  coolncft  of  tem- 
per, and  ftridlnefs  of  veracity.  They  reported  fome  things  which 
had  fallen  within  their  own  obfcrvation,  others  v.hich  had  come  to 
Acm  on  credible  teftimony  ;  the  fum  of  their  intelligence  was,  that 
he  and  his  friends  had  by  nofncans  exaggerated  in-thcir  ftatemcnt  of 
the  dreadful  efFe<£ls  of  the  flave  trade  on  the  continent  of  Africa.— 
Inftances  abounded  of  every  fpecies  of  the  enormities  he  had  dc- 
feribcd  ;  long  and  bl(x>dy  wars,  for  the  fake  of  making  flaves, 
ruined  fettlemcnts,  defolated  vilbges,  innumerable  acts  of  indivi- 
dual fraud  and  violence,  both  by  negroes  and  Europeans ;  the 
forms  of  jufticc  perverted  ;  crimes  fabricated  ;  accufations  multi- 
plied ;  deadly  feuds  and  hereditary  revenge  perpetuated  from  gene- 
ration to  generation  ;  that  idle  tale  refuted,  by  which  it  had  been 
fcmetimes  attempted  to  vindicate  the  flave  trade,  that  the  flaves,  if 
not  fold  to  the  Europems,  wo»jld  be  put  to  death  rather  than  em- 
ployed in  labour  ;  but  one  circumftance,  fxill  more  P^riking  ?.nd  de- 
ciuvc,  yet  remained  behind.  It  was,  Mr.  Wilbertorce  obtcrved, 
a  clear  and  fettled  axiom,  that  the  fca  coaft  of  every  country  wss 
the  firft  civilized,  whence  civilixation  gradually  had  hern  found  to 
xnfinuate  itfelf  into  the  interior  country.  But  two  of  tlie  principiil 
fervants  of  die  Sierra  Leone  Company,  travelling  tlirec  hundred 
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miles  from  the  fea  coaft,  where  the  face  of  an  European  had  never 
been  fecn  before,  found  a  ftate  of  focicty  advanced  (fome  centuries 
he  had  almoft  faid)  beyond  what  they  had  left  it  on  the  coaft,  where, 
for  three  hundred  years,  they  had  been  in  habits  of  conrimcrclal- 
connedlion  and  conftant  intcrcourfc  with  the  European  nations.— 
Was  it  poffible  for  any  thing  to  prove  more  decifively  what  he  had 
affirmed,  that  it  was  the  efFcft  of  this  deteftable  traffic,  reverfing 
all  the  common  cfFc<Ss  of  commerce,  to  obftruft  inftead  of  forward- 
ing the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  and  to  darken  and  to  barbarize,  in- 
flead  of  difFufing  the  light  of  truth,  and  the  blcffings  of  nwral  and 
focial  iinprovement ;  the  European  Grangers  there  found  a  city, 
containing  feven  thoufand  inhabitants ;  they  were  alfo  received  w-ith 
the  utmoft  kindncfs  and  hofpitality  ;  and  the  great  men  confefling 
tliat  wars  were  carried  on  for  the  profeffcd  purpofe  of  making  flaves, 
who  palTmg  from  hand  to  hand,  were  fc  nt  down  to  the  coatt  to  be 
exchanged  for  European  commodities,  declared,  that  if  they  could 
obtain  thefe  commodities  by  any  lefs  dcftrudtive  and  more  innocent 
expedient,  they  fhould  gladly  avail  thcmfelves  of  the  opportunity. 
No  one,  tlierefore,  could  now  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  what,  before 
fo  plainly  proved,  had  now  received  additional  confirmation, ,  that 
the  flavc  trade  was  a  fyOem  big  with  wickednefs  and  cruelty. 

As  to  what  regarded  the  expediency  of  an  abolition  in  the  prc- 
fent  moment,  he  need  not  detain  the  Houk  long.  Firft,  no  one 
could  deny,  that  J)y  the  importation  of  the  laft  four  years,  the  in- 
equality of  the  ftxcs  was  now  at  leaft  done  away,  admitting  it,  for 
the  fake  of  argument  only,  to  have  exifted  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
adverfaries*  fbtcments  ;  thus  the  great  ground  on  which  the  neccf- 
fity  of  importations  had  been  refted,  was  now  taken  away.  But 
the  confideration  v»hich  weighed  by  far  the  moft  flrongly  in  his 
mind,  was  tliat  of  the  extreme  danger,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
Weft- India  pollcfiions,  of  increafing  in  our  colonies  the  numbers  of 
that  very  defcription  of  negroes  who  were  univerfally  allowed  to  be 
tlic  moft  prone  to  infurredion.  Mr.  Wilberforce  dwelt  upon  what 
the  French  had  done  in  Guadaloupe,  an  ifland  containing  80,000 
flaves,  V  here  negroes  had  been  difciplined  and  trained  to  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  had  ferved  witli  fuccefs  againfk  a  Britifli  fort.  The  po- 
licy of  the  French  was  not  calculated,  indeed,  to  render  the  iflands 
valuable  to  themfclves,  but  dreadfully  fitted  for  the  purpofe  of  ren- 
dering them  dangerous  pofTeflions  to  us.  Who  was  there  prefent, 
who  could  lay  his  hand  upon  his  hearty  and  not  confefs,  that  for  . 
tlic  fafcty  of  the  iflands,  and  the  happincfs  of  mankind,  it  would 
have  been  well  if  his  motion  for  immediate  abolition  had  pafTed  in 
the  year  1792,  in  which  cafe  there  would  have  been  in  all  tlic 
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Hhnds  above  100,000  fewer  of  thofc  very  negroes,  who  are  now 
ffltjft  juftiy  the  objeds  of  terror  and  alarm  ;  and  when  tlic  inequa- 
St?  between  the  whites  and  blacks  was  already  fo  cjctren^ely  great, 
«iHt  better  name  did  it  deferve  than  downright  infatuation,  to  be 
IbfoBckous  to  incrcafe  the  diTproportion,  and  bring  frefticombuftiblet 
there  every  thing  was  already  prepared  for  an  cxplofion  ?  Every 
fcip-ful  of  negroes  which  came  from  Africa,  either  directly  aclded 
toAcfimreof  our  enemy,  if  carried  into  the  French  iflands,  or 
*Hcd  to  it  indireAly,  and  perhaps  ftill  more  dangeroufly,  by  in-* 
creafing  the  number  of  the  difaffefted,  if  brought  into  our  own.— 
For  his  own  part,  he  folcmnly  protcfted  againft  the  farther  extenfioii 
rf  this  fyftcm,  which  threatened  to  render  thofc  populous  colonics 
«c  univcrfal  fccne  of  carnage  and  defolation  ;  nor  was  it  only  as  a 
nan  intcrcficd  for  the  welfare  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  preven- 
tonoffuch  accumulated  mifery,  that  he  was  bound  to  flop,  though 
perhaps  too  late,  the  growing  progrcfs  of  this  evil.  As  a  Member 
rfAc  Britifli  Parliament,  on  whom  it  was  peculiarly  incumbent  to 
^  care  that  the  blood  and  treafure  of  this  country  were  not  wan- 
fcu^y  facrificcd,  he  was  ftrongly  urged  to  the  fame  line  of  condiK^l. 
it  was  but  too  well  known  how  fatal  the  climate  of  the  Weft  Indies 
tad  proved  to  our  foldiery  ;  in  proportion  as  the  danger  of  internal 
^^twnotions  in  the  iflands  fhould  increafe,  it  would  be  requifitc  to 
bring  over  incrcafing  numbers  of  European  troops,  to  guard  alike 
?iinft  the  foreign,  and  the  ftill  more  formidable  internal,  enemy. 
There  was  no  faying  to  what  extent  their  nccefiiry  might  increafe, 
all  military  men  who  had  ever  been  in  that  climate,  knew  the 
^advantages  under  which  our  people  contended  with  the  negroes, 
^  what  was  dcadi  to  the  one  was  no  more  than  moderate  cxer- 
*  to  the  other.  Let  us  fairly  afk  ourfelves,  could  or  would  this 
bear  this  inceflant  and  continually  increafing  drain  ?  But 
*K  was  a  topic  he  had  rather  leave  to  gentlemen's  own  fober  con- 
juration, than  enlarge  on  it  any  farther. 

He  now  begged  leave  to  view  the  matter  in  another  light,  and 
^^'wufly  to  afk  every  well-wiffier  to  his  country,  if  this  were  not  a 
I™d,  when  we  ought  to  be  particularly  on  our  gmrd  not  to  difpa-* 
''geand  degrade  the  charafter  of  Parliament  ?  What  could  be  mora 
to  produce  this  effcdl,  and  that  too  in  the  cafe  of  the  mod 
*^tftil  and  virtuous  clafs  of  the  community,  than  after  folcmnly 
^wouncing  this  fcandalous  trade,  and  confefling  ourfelves  fully 
^'"^tHxdof  its  irrevocable  wickcdnefs  and  cruelty,  that  we  ftiould 
^  return  to  it  again,  on  a  plea  of  intercft,  a  plea,  to  fay  the  leaft, 
*^4nAtful,  that  the  ableft  men  in  d:iat  Houfc  were  convinced  not 
a%that  it  could  not  be  made  out,  but  that  the  very  rcvcrfe  hid  been 
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fully  proved,  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  every  impartial  'and  intelligent 
inquirer  ;  nor  could  he  forbear  conjuring  the  Houfe  ferioufly  to  re^ 
flcft  that  this  country  was  now  in  circumftances  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  in  which  every  man  who  did  not  difclaim  all  notions  of  re- 
ligion, muft  feel  foUcitous  rather  to  conciliate  the  favour,  than 
provoke  the  indignation,  of  the  Supreme  Being.    If  ever  there  was 
a  national  fin,  the  flave  trade  furely  was  of  that  defcription ;  and 
what  could  it  appear  but  folemn  mockery,  to  take  our  Aare  in  the- 
folemnities  of  a  general  faft  day,  and  almoft  at  the  very  moment 
in  which  we  had  the  language  of  humiliation  and  penitence  in  our 
mouths,  to  cling  with  fuch  earneftnefs  to  a  fyftem  of  greater  wickcd- 
nefs  and  cruelty  than  had  ever  infultcd  Ac  forbearance  of  Heaven. 
He  enlarged  fomewhat  farther  on  this  topic,  and  concluded  with, 
obferving,  that  he  fcarcely  knew  how  any  man  of  enlarged  benevo- 
lence durft  pray  for  the  profperity  of  his  own  country,  if  its  conti- 
nuance was  at  die  fame  time  to  countenance  and  cftablilh  a  fyftem 
fo  fatal  to  the  intcreft  and  happincfs  of  perhaps  a  tliird  part  of  the 
habitable  globe. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  feconded  the  motion. 
.  Mr.  BARHAMfaid,  that  as  to  the  objed  of  Mr.  Wilberforcc'a 
motion,  on  the  grounds  of  morality  and  juftice,  he  perfedlly  coin-, 
cidcd  in  opinion  with  that  honourable  gentleman ;  and  certainly 
fhould  wifh  to  abolilh  the  flave  trade,  if  it  could  be  done  confift- 
cntly  with  found  policy  and  the  real  interefts  of  the  countr)',  with- 
out hazard  or  danger.     Local  confiderations,  however,  induced 
him  to  confider  the  means  propofed  by  the  honourable  mover  as  in 
no  degree  calculated  to  produce  the  dcfired  effed  ;  he  -ijiould  with 
the  Houfe  to  confider  what  were  the  fcntiments  of  thofe  who  were 
to  carr)'  into  execution  the  mode  propofed.    He  very  well  knew . 
that  the  Weft- India  planters,  who  were  the  perfons  that  of  neceffity 
muft  carry  the  plan  into  execution,  were  generally  of  opinion,  that 
it  involved  in  it  their  complete  ruin.    If,  as  he  was  convinced  was 
the  cafe,  they  did  thus  conceive  that  the  dcftrudion  of  their  inte- 
refts was  the  neccflaiy  confequence  of  the  meafurc,  how  was  it  con- 
fiftent  with  reafon  that  it  could  ever  be  carried  into  execution? 
Thofe  very  perfons,  who  felt  dieir  intcreft  fo  materially  concerned, 
were  the  perfons,  who  were  not  only  to  be  the  informers,  but  the 
judges  and  jury  of  every  breach  of  this  law,  if  it  were  ever  to  be 
paired  into  a  law.    The  proprietors  of  plantations,  without  mean- 
ing to  caft  any  refleflion  on  them,  could  not  be  fuppofcd  to  be  fo  ,^ 
much  above  human  nature,  fince  they  were  men,  as  to  be  enabled 
to  aft  in  contradiction  to  all  the  propenfities  and  paflit  ns  of  mankind 
in  general :  it  therefore  could  not  be  expedted  that  they  would  in- 
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km  againft  themfclves;  that  they  would  impartially  judge  and 
conviS  thcmfelvcs  in  a  point  wherein  they  were  fo  mudi  intcrcftcd. 
This  plan  therefore  aj^)earcd  to  him  to  be  perfectly  nugatory.  He 
very  much  wi(hcd  tliat  regulation  had  been  propofcd  inftead  of  pro- 
hibition ;  and  he  believed  that  faft  and  experience  would  juftify 
Km  in  laying,  that  regulation  had  frequently  been  of  great  cffedl, 
where  abfolute  prohibition  had  failed  of  its  end.    As  to  the  objec- 
tion which  he  had  heard  in  tliat  Houfe  on  a  former  occafion,  that 
it  was  highly  improper,  in  any  manner  whatever,  to  attempt  to  re- 
gulate injuftice,  and  l^alize  murder,  he  muft  regard  that  as  a  mere 
flower  of  eloquence  and  rhetorical  flourirti ;  for  if  the  objeft  of  law 
were pni6tical  good,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  if  it  could  be  Qicwn 
that  pras^ical  good  might  be  derived  from  the  grcatcft  crimes,  even 
fam  murder  itfelf,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  a  wife  legiflator  would  be 
joTdfied  in  regulating  that  ofience,  inftead  of  abfolutely  prohibiting 
it.   As  to  fpeculative  notions  of  freedom,  he  admired  freedom  as 
much  as  any  one,  but  nobody  could  advance  that  freedom  might 
not  be  alienated  :  it  was  uniformly  the  faA  that  it  was  fo  alienated  ; 
Ifae  day-labourer  parted  with  his  libert)'  for  a  day— the  domeftic  one, 
fcr  a  year,  and  others  for  a  longer  period,  in  confideration  of  an 
adequate  recompence ;  and  he  could  not  fee  any  limitation  to  the 
principle,  where  the  right  of  alienation  was  once  fairly  obtained, 
and  thercfbre  could  not  difcover  why  it  might  not  be  for  life.  Oa 
every  ground  of  policy  and  intereft,  he  dilagreed  with  the  honourable 
mover-    He  indeed  (hould  be  obliged  to  any  one  who  would  point 
out  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  plantations  without  flaves,  but  he 
(Sd  not  fee  the  poflibility  of  it.  He  dilagrced  with  him  on  his  fafls, 
and  the  conclufions  drawn  from  them  ;  for  nothing,  in  his  opinion, 
would  give  fo  much  ground  for  difcontent  to  the  negroes  employed 
in  die  iilands,  as  depriving  them  of  that  day  of  joy  and  fcftivity, 
the  day  of  the  arrival  of  frefh  flaves.  The  honourable  gentleman  Was 
proceeding  to  ftate  the  danger  of  the  Weft  Indies  at  prefent,  when 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  caUed  him  to  order.  As  the  guardinn  of 
die  <p]e(tion,  he  (aid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  interfere  when  any 
matter  not  relevant  to  it  was  introduced. 

The  SPEAKER  laid,  that  if  Mr.  Barham  meant  to  apply  his. 
<b(ervations  to  the  qucftion,  they  were  relevant. 

Mr.  BARHAM  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  he  thought  the  dan- 
fczs  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  much  incrcafed  by  this  difcuflion.' 
The  French  were  inftigating  the  (lives  to  revolt  and  rebellion,  and 
die  imfieprefcntations  which  might  be  made  of  what  was  faid  ia 
that  Houfe  on  the  difoiflion,  were  calculated  to  produce  the  worft 
«flc£ls  en  the  minds  of  th«  negroes.    IIwic  he  adverted  to  ihc  c;n- 
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du6l  of  certain  oflScers  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which,  though  be  hiirt— 
fclf  did  not;bclievc  to  be  criminal,  he  wiHied  that  it  might  be  invcf— 
tigated.  Another  argument  which  appeared  to  him  a  (hong  one 
againft  difcuffing  the  qucftion^at  prefcnt,  was,  that  now  the  flavc 
trade  could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  exift  ;  for  few  pcrfons  would  be  found 
cntcrprifing  enough  to  hazard  their  property  in  the  trade  when  our 
poffcffions  in  the  illands  hung  by  a  very  flcndcr  thread  ;  therefore, 
no  danger  could  arife  from  not  pafling  the  ad,  while  many  dangers 
accrued  from  difcuffing  the  quclVion.  Liking  as  he  did  the  objeA 
in  abOrafV,  but  confidering  the  means  as  hazardous,  he  was  Obliged 
to  put  his  negative  on  the  queAion,  and  (hould  move,  diat  the  coR* 
fidcration  of  it  fhould  be  deferred  to  this  day  fix  months^ 

Mr.  EAST  faid,  that  among  the  various  good  quaUties  which 
were  poflcired  by  the  honourable  mover,  his  beft  friends,  he  believed, 
were  not  inclined  to  give  him  credit  for  much  difcretion.  It  ap- 
peared to  Iiim  that  no  motion  could  be  more  indlfcreet  in  th«  pre- 
fcnt circumdances,  than  the  one  brought  forward  at  prefent.  If 
the  Frencli  were  gaining  ftrcngth  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  were  do- 
ing all  in  their  power  to  inftigate  the  (laves  to  rebellion  and  revolt, 
it  became  the  Houfe  to  aft  with  great  caution,  left  by  the  difcuffion 
of  qucftions  fimilar  to  this,  they  did  not  increafe  the  efFeft  of  the 
efforts  of  the  French.  If  the  flaves  were  predifpofed  to  rebel,  to 
whom  was  the  country  to  look  as  the  authors  and  caufes  of  that 
iilarming  difpofition  ?  Was  it  to  the  honourable  mover,  or  his  Cfv* 
poncnts  ?  Who  was  it  that  had  inculcated  that  the  negroes  were  in 
a  ftatc  of  grievous  oppreflTion  ?  The  honourable  mover.  Who  was 
it  that  had  excited  ftrong  jealoufies  and  doubts  in  thdr  minds,  bjr 
filling  their  imaginations  with  notions  of  grievances  and  wrongs ) 
The  honourable  mover.  Every  fucceftive  difcufliofi  of  this  queftion 
had  been  produftive  of  great  uneafinefsf  both  to  the  planters  and 
the  flaves  ;  who  Iiad  each  of  them  been  miflcd  by  the  inaiccurate  le- 
prefcntation  of  what  had  palled  in  the  Houfe«  He  thought  the  di£. 
cuiTion  ought  to  be  deferred  to  a  period  when  the  danger  would  be 
over,  as  at  prefent  there  did  not  cx\&  the  neceflity  of  interfering,, 
iince  the  condition  of  the  flaves  had  been  materially  meliorated. 
With  refpeft  to  what  had  been  faid  on  the  refolution  of  die  Houfe, 
in  the  year  17921  he  wiflied  gentlemen  to  recolleft  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  paifed :  it  was  at  a  very  late  hour  of  the  night, 
after  the  original  motion  of  the  honourable  mover  had  been  nega- 
tived by  a  great  majority,  and  after  feveral  other  intermediate  mo- 
tions ft>r  a  fpcedier  abolition  had  jdfo  been  negatived.  Several  gen* 
tlcmcn  had  alfo  been  led  to  give  thdr  vote  for  that  refolution  by  ^ 
ibrt  of  implied  comjoft,  that  by  doing  fo,  they  (hould  avoid  the 
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aiiUiief  of  having  fo  dangerous  a  qudHon  agitated  in  tlie  interval ; 
and  Aerefbre  dioTe  the  leaft  of  two  evils.  What»  however,  had 
been  die  condud  of  the  honofirable  mover?  Inftead  of  fulfilling  the 
engagement,  be  had  broi^ht  forward  the  qucftion  every  fcflion  (incc 
iat  period.  He  conceived  it  proper  aUb  to  w^tit  the  decifion  of  the 
Lonfay  to  whom  that  refolution  had  been  fent,  and  from  whom  no 
Ktorn  whatever  had  been  fent  on  the  fubj€<fl ;  he  could  conceive  no 
lesdbn  for  their  conduct,  other  than  the  difference  between  the  evi- 
dence ofiered  to  the  one  Houfe  and  the  other.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Loids  aU  evidence  muft  be  given  on  oath^  which  was  not  confiftent 
with  the  forms  of  die  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  he  believed  that  diis 
flude  a  great  alteration  in  the  matter  communicated.  ^Vith  refpe£k 
to  the  ftdCh  evidence  produced^  he  de(ired  it  might  be  conlidered 
what  the  nature  of  that  evidence  was.  The  book  to  which  they  had 
been  fcfei'ied  was  publiihed  ridier  under  the  aufpices  of  the  honour- 
afak  gentleman  or  his  friends.  Some  gentlemen  undertake  to  f^t 
up  a  colony  in  Africa,  and  they  aflbciate  together  for  the  exprefa 
purpofe  of  aboliAiing  the  (lave  trade.  The  information  was  pro- 
fcfledly  collcfled  by  perfons  fent  by  gentlemen  aflbciated  for  this 
very  purpofe.  It  was  therefore  to  be  expcdtcd,  from  the  nature  of 
man,  tfiat  a  deal  of  prejudice  and  bias  muft  be  mixed  wi^  it,  and 
therefore  no  great  credit  ought  to  be  gi  ven  to  it. 

However  highly  they  might  as  individuals  be  rcfpcflcd,  and  he 
(fid  not  doubt  but  as  individuals  they  were  of  the  highcfi  charadler, 
die  book  pubKihed  in  thefe  circumftances  mufl  evidently  appear  to 
pads  diroi:^  a  fufpicious  channel.  He  allowed,  that  with  refpeA  to 
the  difprupordon  of  fexes,  whidi  had  been  occafionqd  partly  by  di- 
fcafcs  incident  WTo  the  climate,  fo  the  remedy  had  been  adopted 
wMch  gradually  introduced  a  fyftcm  of  amelioration.  He  conclu- 
ded by  agreeing  with  the  propofal  made  by  his  honourable  friend 
whofpoke  lad— That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  queftbn 
ibould  be  poflponed  for  fix  months. 

Mr.  DENT  (aid,  he  expeiSlcd,  when  the  honourable  gcnde- 
man  bioqght  forward  his  motion  that  day,  that  he  would  have 
been  able  to  ftate  fome  new  arguments  in  fupport  of  it,  but  was 
Ibrpriied  to  find  ,that  nothing  of  diat  kind,  had  been  ofl^red;  and 
thcrefare  his  opinion  could  not  poflibly  be  altered  on  the  fubje^t ; 
whidi  had  ever  been,  that  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  was 
equally  unjuft  and  impnuSlicable,  and  that  the  queflion  ought  not 
to  be  agitated  at  all.  He  confidered  the  publications  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  Company  as  aflertions,  and  not  proofs ;  and  warned  the  Houfe 
6001  what  the  knew  refpcfting  Captain  Kimber*s  cafe,  not  to  be  1^ 
away  by  «&rtionf  •    He  then  diOantly  alluded  to  the  circumftanc 
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that  had  taken  place  in  the  Weft  Indies  during  the  laft  campaign^ 
ivhich  he  feemed  to  think  required  fome  inveftigation.  He  cofv- 
eluded  by  alking,  if  tliis  motion  were  carried,  what  rccompencc  tfic 
Country  could  expert  for  the  lofs  of  blood  artd  men  in  gaining  the 
French  Weft  India  iflands  ?  There  would,  in  his  opinion,  rcmairt 
no  fecurity  for  property  of  any  kind. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  he  Ihould  have  been  aftiamed  to 
trouble  the  Houfc  on  this  queftion,  which  had  been  fo  often  agita* 
ted,  and  had  been  fupported  on  die  prefent  occafion,  as  on  all  others, 
by  fuch  irrefiftible  arguments  on  the  part  of  his  honourable  (riend 
( Mr.  Wilberforce ) ;  yet  fince,  contrary  to  his  cxpcdlations,  the 
motion  had  met  with  opponents  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  could 
not  do  othcrwifc  than  lend  his  feeble  efforts  to  fupporffo  momen- 
tous and  important  a  meafure.    The  gendemen  who  had  oppofed 
the  motion  had  deprecated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  difcuffion  of  the 
queftion  \  he  was  very  glad  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  prevent  its 
being  difcuffed.   He  was  determined,  for  one,  they  (hould  never 
have  it  in  dieir  power  to  prevent  it,  excepting  by  the  only  way,  by- 
putting  it  to  reft  for  ever  in  the  only  manner  it  ought  to  be  put  to 
reft,  by  the  total  abolition  of  that  moft  abominable  and  iniquitous 
traffic.    He  pledged  himfclf  moft  folemnly,  that  if  no  otlier  perfon 
would  ftand  forth  on  the  occafion,  he  himfclf  would  every  fcflTicn 
of  Parliament,  as  long  as  he  had  a  feat  in  tlie  Houfc,  bring  forward 
the  queftion  till  the  great  and  glorious  end  diey  had  in  view  was  ac- 
compliflied.    It  was  true  that  the  condition  of  the  flaveshad  been 
meliorated  ;  and  it  was  equally  true  that  the  caufe  of  that  meliora- 
tion had  been  the  difcufion  of  the  queftion  in  that  Houfc.    Very  far 
indeed  was  its  agitation  from  being  likely  to  produce  bad  confcquen- 
ccs  ;  on  the  contrary,  by  bringing  before  the  public,  enormities  which 
had  been  exccrci(ed  on  the  poor  wretched  flaves  by  their  mcrcilefs 
tafk-mafters,  the  planters  had  been  obliged  to  feel  a  fort  of  remorfc 
for  their  paft  adlions,  which  they  did  not  experience,  while  they 
.  fuppofed  the  knowledge  of  their  crimes  had  bean  confined  to  a  nar- 
row compafs ;  fo  that,  by  fome  regulations  confiftcnt  with  humanity 
and  juftice,  they  had  attempted  to  compenfatc  for  the  grofs  violation 
of'thofe  duties,  previoi^s  to  the  difcufion  of  the  qijeftion.    It  had 
been  after  ted,  that  the  meafure  would  be  nugatory  at  prefent,  becaufe 
the  war  had  nearly  annihilated  the  trade  itfelf ;  if  tills  were  true,  as 
he  hoped  it  was,  one  natural  confideration  offered  itfelf  inftanta- 
nioufly  to  the  mind.    Every  perfon,  without  diftin<flion  of  party, 
during  war,  looked  forward  to  peace  ;  but  how  muft  the  joy,  which 
every  one  would  experience  in  the  re-eftabliflimcnt  of  peace,  be 
damped  by  tlxc  refic£lion|  chat  by  fo  liappy  an  event  all  the  horrors 
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in  Africa  would  be  renewed  ;  that  all  the  dcvaftatlon  and  Iniquity, 
aodfed  on  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  that  devoted  countr)'', 
would  again  be  repeated  with  accunrulated  enormity.    It  (hould  be 
ooofidcrcdy  that  the  care  of  the  Almighty  Difpofer  of  all  things  was 
BDt  merely  confined  to  Europe,  but  that  his  omnipotence  and  good- 
odb  fpread  itfelf  equally  over  Afia  and  Africa :  and  that  if  this 
comitry  did  not  wipe  away  the  foul  ftain  of  iniquity  which  had  pol- 
Inttd  it  in  this  traf&c.  It  was  liable  to  a  refponfibility  unequalled  by 
any  which  the  human  mind  could  pifhire  to  itfelf.  It  had  been  rc- 
eoounended  to  the  Houfe  to  wait  till  the  Lords  had  made  their'  com- 
'  nmmcadons  to  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjed  ;  he  was  not  furprifed  tliat 
thb  (hould  be  recommended  by  the  friends  to  the  Slave  Trade ;  for 
if  they  were  to  wait  till  that  period  ( he  would  not  fay  when,  for 
no  period  could  be  afllgncd  at  which  any  reafonable  expcdhtions 
could  be  formed  that  the  Lords  would  finifti  their  examination  of 
Che  buiincfs )  he  was  afraid  j\o  good  end  could  be  anfwered.  He 
had  a  ftatement  in  his  hand,  extradkd  from  the  Journals  of  tha 
Lords,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  in  three  years  they  had  only  de- 
wctcd  fourteen  days  to  the  examination  of  this  moft  important  fubjeft. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  hoped,  were  not  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of 
(hame  as  the  Lords  appeared  to  be— 

[Mr.  Whitbread  was  here  called  to  order.— He  repeated  his 
words,  and  was  again  called  to  order.  ] 

If  it  was  diforderly  to  ftate  it  in  that  manner,  he  would  ftate  it 
othcrwife.  He  wi(hed  it  were  p<  (Tiblc  to  refute,  by  fads,  the  ftate- 
mcnt  hehcld  in  his  hand,  and,  confiftently  with  the  forms,  he  muft 
fcr,  that  if  he  (hould  find  in  the  Journals  of  the  Lords,  that,  in  the 
firft  year  of  their  confidcration  cn  tlie  fubjec>,  they  had  employed 
cmly  fix  days,  and  examined  only  fcven  witncfscs  ;  and  in  the  third 
iefiion,  had  employed  three  days,  and  examined  two  witnefTes  ;  he 
fiiould  fiiy  that  it  would  in  the  highcft  degree  be  difgraccful  to  them. 
There  was  no  way,  he  faid,  of  forcing  ihc  Lords  to  a  dccifion  but 
by  the  Commons  urging /them  to  do  jullicc,  and  reminding  them 
they  muft  not  blink  the  bufinf^fs.  They  Houfe  of  Lords  were  afraid 
of  entering  into  it,  bccaufc  they  knew — — 
[  Mr.  Whitbread  was  again  called  to  order.  ] 
The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  was  furc  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  fuch  languniic. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  apologifcd  but  he  declared  he  felt  the 
condiK^  of  the  Lords  on  this  occaSon  fo  ftrongly,  as  to  hurry  Mm 
perhaps  beyond  the  boi  nds  of  moderation.  He  was  very  {oTvy  to 
mention  with  difapprol  aiion,  any  branch  of  the  Lcgiflature  ;  and 
though  he  (hould  iiot  repeat  his  words,  yet  no  favourable  infcrcn»:e 
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could  be  drawn  from  their  condud.  Some  charges  had  been  hint-^ 
ed  ;fgainft  the  condud  of  fome  gentlemen  in  the  Weft  Indks« 
He  (houldy  in  reply  to  thofe,  fay,  diat  he  knew  thofe  chai;gM 
would  be  met  with  eagemefs»  and  that  when  examined,  (examtnm* 
tion  was  courted  by  the  perfons  alluded  to)  the  H^e  would  turn 
out  to  be  unfounded  calumnies^ 

Mr.  BARH AM  explained,  that  what  he  had  alluded  to  lefpefl^l 
ing  our  operations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  arifen  merely  &ota^ 
public  rumour,  and  that,  as  for  himfelf,  he  did  not  believe  the 
reports  with  refped  to  Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jarvis. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  (aid,  that  as  this  qucftion  was 
to  be  difcufled  every  fefHon,  he  felt  obliged,  as  it  was  not  impcKT-  4 
fible  he  might  not  be  in  the  Houfe  at  other  times  when  it  would  | 
be  difcuffed,  to  ftate,  that  his  opinions  were  by  no  means  chang^cd^  ^ 
with  refpedt  to  the  abfurdity  and  danger  of  the  motion.  So  fkr 
from  thinking  that  the  condud  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ought  to  be 
blamed,  he  thought  it  did  them  honour;  as  they  had  cxercifed  the 
right  vefted  in  them  by  the  conftitution,  in  cuirbing  the  pernicious 
ciFedls  of  ft  mifchievous  zeal.  He  wiflied,  however,  that  they  had 
put  a  negative  on  it  at  once.  As  to  the  refolution  paflcd  in  1 792, 
he  muft  fay,  that  he  thought  the  Houfe  had  chofen  the  leaft  of 
what  they  thought  two  evils,  with  an  cicpe£tation  that  the  good 
fcnfe  of  the  Aflcmbly  would  be  reftored  by  the  year  1796.  At 
iirft  the  immediate  abolition  vns  not  held  out  by  the  moft  fanguine 
opponent  of  th^  Slave  Trade ;  if  it  had,  he  was  convinced  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  M'ould  have  reje6led  it.  He  fuppored.  the 
honourable  gentleman  wlio  moved  the  queftion,,did  it  from  mo- 
tives that  would  gain  him  merit  in  another  world,  for  with  htm 
he  was  fure  it  would  gain  none  here.  He  objeded  to  the  motion  as 
deftrudiive  of  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the  country  ;  nay,  as 
inconfiftent  with  that  vciy  humanity  which  was  the  great  pica  of 
thofe  who  favoured  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  fiiid,  that  he  had  attended  withfonk 
anxiety  to  what  had  fallen  from  every  gentleman  who  had  fpoken» 
but  did  not  recolIe£l  to  have  heard  any  one  new  argument  againft 
the  abolition ;  and  not  being  deiirous  to  fpend  the  time  of  the 
Houfe  in  endeavduring  to  refute  thofe  whofe  weaknefs  had  been  re* 
peatcdly  expofcd,  he  fhould  have  remained  entirely  filent,  but  oh 
account  6f  fome  expreftions  which  had  dropt  from  an  honourable 
Alderman'  who  had  juft  fpoken.  The  honourable  Alderman 
(Ncwnham)  had  not  indeed  dealt  much  in  ai^ment>  nor  was  there 
any  novelty  in  thofe  he  had  ufed ;  but  he  had  made  an  fiffirikrt 
completely,  new,  and  equally  afionilhing :  fo  ftra^ge^  indeed,  as  to 
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mk  as  greitt  a  deficiency  in  memoryy  at  he  thou^t  (bme  other  . 
pat!  of  his  fpecch  did  in  judgement.    He  l^d  aiTerted  immediate . 
AMm  to  be  a  ncir  idea,  never  till  lately  avowed  even  bj  the  ho- 
iBunble  mover  of  the  queftion  or  his  firknds.    Inftead  of  which, 
it  was  impoffible  that  any  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  paid 
(be  finalleft  attention  to  the  fubjed,  could  fiiil  to  recolle£iy  that 
im  its  ^  very  earlieft  flage  immediate  abolition  of  the  Slao^  Trade ^ 
viboat  a  moment's  unnece&ry  delay,  had  ever  been  their  undif* 
foiiisd  objcd.    Gmfs,  however,  as  dus  miftake  was^  he  ima* 
pd  he  cocdd  afiign  its  caufe.    The  enemies  of  this  meafure  had 
iiduSnoufly  mifrqpiefented  the  abolitioni(ls  as  intending  toeman-- 
apKe  Ae  ncgioes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the  pretence  of  de- 
^fing  die  Slave  Tnule ;  and  the  honourable  Alderman  had  ib 
^vcn  into  diis  idea,  as  at  laft  to  have  confounded,  in  his  own 
oyod,  tiidr  dired  <fifiivowal  of  an  intention  which  they  nevtfr  en- 
Muied,  (becaufe  they  never  confidcrcd  the  obje£t  as  deiirable  but 
iaagiadual  and  piogid&ve  roodc)  with  a  fuppoTed  concealment  of 
M  Aeir  real  <4>jeAs,  wluch,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  always 
<Uaied  widi  the  utmoft  poflible  publicity.    Mr.  Smith  faid»  he 
iK»  radier  f urprized  toobferve,  that  sgi  honourable  gentleman  {Mr. 
Buhun)  had  appeared  ftill  to  mix  thofe  two  ideas  which  it  had  been 
^  often  endeavoured  to  diftinguiifa ;  for  that  a  very  large  part  of 
b  fpcech  was  rather  directed  againft  the  difclaimed  projed  of 
*nd|)atiGn,  and  therefiore,  indeed,  it  would  have  been  the  lefi 
''BGeSay  to  reply  to  his  arguments,  had  they  been  new.   With  re- 
^  to  Ae  ameliorated  fituation  of  the  ilaves  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
another  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Eaft)  had  mentioned  fe 
iBoch  to  die  pratfe  of  the  colonifts,  and  which  his  honourable  frieruf 
Whitbread)  had  afcribed  fo  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  in 
^M^d,  be  iSkvSk  faj  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  to  that  circum- 
^Bce  alone  that  they  owed  every  increafe  of  their  ftill  fo  fcanty 
;  and  this  might  be  almoft  demonftrated  by  an  infpedion 
die  colonial  lam  :  from  tlience  it  appeared,  that  previoufly  to 
*c  jear  1787  fiaroeiy  a  ftatute  ibr  dicprote^im  of  Ilaves  exiftcd. 
^  fiunous  onnibiidaced  z&,  of  Jamaica,  of  which  full  as  much 
Ubocafiud  as  it  deferved,  paiSsd  in  1788.    Before  this  period 
Way  ifiaad  airooA*  had  a  flave  code ;  but  they  were  little  elfe  than 
^•l*wus  edi^  fior  the  fecurity  of  fuffncious  t}'rants,  and  afFordcd 
teAc  ddcncclefs  fervant  fcarcely  the  flightcft  protcftion  againft  eidier 
*fi  age,  die  malice,  or  the  capricious  and  wanton  cruelty  of  his 
hasdly  againft  that  of  any  white  man  whatfocvjcr.  Not 
the  diaradera  of  jufticc,  far  Icfs  of  mercy,  were  to  be  difco-  v 
•**4iathem  i  and  leis  ftill  did  they  appear  to  refcmble  tht^pro- 
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duSions  of  wife  aiid  hutnane  Icgiflators,  dcfirous  of  contributing  to 
the  happincfs,  the  fafet>',  and  the  comfort  of  the  communities, 
whofe  interefts  were  entrufted  to  their  attention  and  care..  Mr. 
Smith  concluded  with  cxprcffing  his  warmcft  concurrence  in  favoiir 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  as  often  as  the  prefcnt  fubjcd  was  agi- 
tatedy  he  viewed  it  as  of  fuch  importance,  that  he  could  not  content 
himfclf  with  giving  merely  a  filent  vote  on  a  qucftion  on  which  his 
heart  was  lu  much  intcreftcd,  and  every  feeling  of  his  mind  en- 
gaged.   He  had  dillindly  faid  from  the  beginning  that  there  was  no 
regulation  of  the  trade  which  he  could  aflent  to,  except  with  a  view 
to  its  complete  abolition  ;  and  it  was  then  he  had  made  ufe  of  the 
cxprcfTion  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  "  Would  they 
confent  to  regulate  injuftice  and  methodize  murder  r"  To  confine 
thcmfelves  merely  to  regulation,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fort  of 
crooked  policy,  and  a  departure  from  th^t  unalterable  principles  of 
morality  and  jufticc.    The  cafe  had  been  Aated,  would  it  not  be 
'  better,  if  fuch  an  objedl  could  be  effedtcd,  to  diminifti  by  regula- 
tions the  frequency  of  the  crime  of  murder,  even  than  to  prohibit 
its  commiiTion  ?  His  anfwer  was,  that  no  fpecuktive  advantage 
from  fuch  regulations  could  outweigh  the  great  moral  difedvantagc 
of  any  legiflature  affording  their  countenance  to  murder.    If  there 
was  a  country  in  which  cannibalifm  prevailed,  ought  we  to  bring 
men  from  Africa  for  the  purpofc  of  being  devoured,,  bccaufc,  by 
behig  in  our  hands,  the  trade  might  jbc  attended  with  fewer  vidims 
'   than  would  otherwife  be  facrificed  to  the  favage  appetites  of  thofe 
dcftroyers  of  men  ?    O.ught  the  Britifh  Legiflature  to  become  the 
agents  or  protedors  of  fo  inhuman  a  traffic?  The  greateft  evil 
would  be  removed  if  once  the  Parliament  withdrew  their  fand^n 
from  the  ppi6lice  of  the  Slave  Trade.    One  good,  at  Icaft,  had. 
refulted  from  the  difcuflion  :  no  one  was  now  found  to  defend  the 
trade  itfclf. 

The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Barham)  who  oppofed  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  had  ftated,  that  he  was  as  great  an  enemy  to  the  trade, 
and  as  anxious  for  its  abolition,  as  the  honourable  mover  himfelf. 
The  African  trade,  he  fliould  ever  contend,  was  a  fyflcm  of  in- 
juftice and  cruelty,  which  degrajled  every  man  who  praidtifcd,  and 
every  Legiflature  which  fandi4>ncd  it.  Widi  rcfpeik  to  the  qucf- 
tion of  die  propriety  of  the  time,  he  could  not  help  adverting  to 
the  delay  that  had  taken  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Their 
Lordfliips  mij.ht,  na  doubt,  have  their  reafons  for  the  dilatory 
mode  which  tl  tv  hvid  adopted  in  treating  the  qudHon:  he  did  not 
ko*)w  tljeWj  an'^^  till  he  knew  what  they  were,  he  was  bound  t9 
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icfpeft  d&erd;    But.this  was  the  veiy  reafon  why  the  Houre  of  Coiti- 
jDon$  .ought  not  to  kt  the  queftion  alonp,  but  to  bring  it  forward  for 
6c4h  di<cufiion>  till  fomething  effectual  (hould  be  done  in  the  bu(i- 
neb.    Xhe  i^efelonon  of  the  Houfe  was  fent  up  to  the  Peers  in 
die  month  of  April,  1792  ;  during  tlic  remainder  of  that  feffion^ 
4icir  Lordfhips  had  allotted  fix  days  to  the  fubjedt,  and  examined 
fevcn  witncflbs  :  the  next  year  they  had  allotted  five  days,  and  ex^ 
amncd  alio  ieven  witneifes ;  but  the  year  following,  they  had  ap« 
pccpnat3cd  9n1y  three  days,  and  examined  not  more  than  two  wi^- 
ncfles.     It  was  to  be  remarked,  that  during  the  fmall  remaindQt 
of  the  vcar  1792,  ^icy  had  done  much  more  than  in  cither  of 
Ac  fubfequent  years;  and  if  they  proceeded  in  the  fame  way, 
what  day  or  part  of  a  day  they  might  devote  to  the  fubjed  in  the 
pR&nt  fedion,  w^s  a  matter  of  nice  calculation.    An  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  :£aft)  .had  faid,  that  the  Houfe  had  voted  their  re- 
iidution.for  abo)i(bing  the  flave-trade  in  1796,  at  a  late  hour  ;  a 
dxcomftancc  which  furcly  was  not  by  any  means  unufual  in  debates 
on  important  fubje^ts.    lie  had  faid  alfo,  that  it  was  voted  by 
oomprofnife  ;  the  advocates  for  die  abolition  had,  undoubtedly,  ad 
great  a  right  to  an  equal  (hare  of  ttije  benefit  of  that  compromifc 
as  thor  opponents.    But  the  Houfe  had  not  only  come  to  this  refo- 
lotion*  but  had  come  alfo  to  feyeral  others,,  tending -to  the  gradual 
abolition  of  the  trade ;  fuch  as  putting  an  cni  to  the  foreign  trade* 
Sut  all  this  the  honourable  gentleman  faid  that  the  Houfe  had 
done*  trufting  that,  previous  to  the  year  1796,  they  might  come 
to  Aeir  fenfes.    If  they  were  mad  in  coming  to  thcfe  refolutions^ 
and  tnifted  that)  previous  to  the  period  when  they  were  to  be  ear- 
ned into  execution,  they  would  oome  to  their  fenfes,  this  was  the 
jBofi  fiiigtilar  Ipecies  of  infinity  of  which  he  had  ever  heard.  *  But 
dicte  was  anodier  circumftance  which  deferved  attention.    At  that 
tkae  die  table  of  the  Houfe  was  covered  with  petitions  from  all 
pan  of  the  country. .  Was  it  then  only  to  get  ri4  of  the  public 
^reflate  of  the  petitions  that  they  had  come  to  thcfe  refolutions  ? 
If  die  Houfe  did  not  eiFe£tually  follow  up  their  refolutions,  their 
amdufi  would  voatt  certainly  admjt  of  fuch  an  interpretation :  nor 
dd  he  kmw  how  he  fhould  be  able  to  refute  it.    It  was  a  fcrious 
dung,  diat  a  body,  fubfiftihg  upon  public  opinion,  vhich  he  con- 
tended to  be  pardcularly  the  cafe  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
ihoidd  piefcrve  the  confiftency  of  their  charader,  and  the  refpe£t 
of  their  proceedings.    Had  any  thing  been  dated  by  the  opponents 
of  die  aboiition  to  prove  that  the  former  calculation  of  the  honour- 
aUe  gendeman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  with  refped  to  the  poHTibility  of 
Vfift^ng  up  the  fupply  of  flaves  without  any  additional  importatipa 
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'urere  fallacciousy  or  to  (how  that  Acy-  were  not  as  iblkl  as  thejr  ap* 
|>eared  to  be  perfuafive  and  convincing  ?  Anodier  ai^gument  had 
been  drawn  from  the  exigence  of  the  war,  and  die  danger  appi^ 
hendcd  from  the  (laves.  Do  you  wi(h  then,  faid  Mr^  Foat,  tot  ihk 
creafe  the  number  of  thofe  whom  you  dread  ?  The  mo(f  dangerbos 
flavcs  had  always  been  defcribed  to  be  thofe  who  were  newfy 
ported.  When  the  importation  wa9  abori(hed|  the  condition  of  dv^ 
exifting  (laves  would  be  rendered  better,  and  the  ground  of  their 
<fi(content  removed.  But  an  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that 
they  would  be  dliTatrsfied  if  the  importadon  from  Africa  was  abo- 
n(hed  ;  that  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  new  (laves  was  to  the 
others  a  day  of  joy  and  of  triumph.  He  drd  not  know  the 
nor  TOs  he  difpofed  to  envy  the  pleafures  of  any  defer! pdon  of  men.; 
but  he  could  not,  upon  any  principle,  account  for  fuch  an  infernal 
joy,  fuch  a  deteilable  jubilee,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
defcribed.*  In  proportion  as  their  numbers  were  few,  it  was  natu- 
ral to  fuppofe  that  they  would  be  more  likely  to  be  brttter  treated.^ 
If,  however,  they  were  fo  extremely  ignorant,  fo  extremely  (hort* 
fightcd,  as  to  feci  any  fattsfadfon  fttm  the  arrival  of  other  flaves^ 
their  infatuation  and  blindncfi  were  no  grounds  why  the  Houfc 
(hould  not  decide  by  putting  m  end  to  the  (lave  trade,  diat  the 
days  of  their  jubilee,  arHing  from  ther  aecefiion  of  companions  iiv 
wretchednefe,  (hould  be  for  ever  terminated.  But  it  had  bem 
(^ated,  that,  during  tlie  war,  the  trade  bad  been  fufpended. 
^uch  was  the  cafe,  it  was  only  neceflary  to  pafs  a  brU  in  order  ta 
{nrevent  its  renewal.  The  cfk^  of  fuch  a  bill.  It  was  contended, 
would  only  be  to  revive  the  trade :  but  thi»  wa$  p«(hing  the  aiga- 
^ent  to  a  pitch  of  extravagance  «>  whkh  he  could  not  zffent.  It 
Was  indeed  faying,  that  even  if  the  bill  wa»  paflfed,  k  woold  not. 
|)revent  the  importation  of  (laves-  He  was  aWare  how  exceeding^ j 
difficult  it  was  to  carry  into  execution  any  meafures  that  militate^ 
againft  the  private  inteivfts  of  individuals^  Btit  the  fame  diingp 
applied  to  all  prohibitory  and  revenue  b&U ;  fuch  as  thofe  which 
impofed  reftridiions  on  fmuggling,  &Cv  If  they  took  fo  much 
pains  for  the  db}c&  of  revenue,  ought  they  not  to  do  as  mudi  19  at 
caufe  on  which  the  honour  and  reputadon,  and  if  the  honour  and 
reputation,  the  exiftence,  of  the  country  depended  )  Much  had 
b^n  faid  by  the  honourable  mover  which  had  received  no  anfwer» 
If  the  French  (hould  fucceed  in  theur  plan  of  training,  difctplin- 
ing,  and  arming  the  negroes,  might  it  not  be  neceffary  for  us  to 
oppofe  them  by  the  fame  means  ?  In  fuch  a  lituation,  we  would  I 
(urely  have  much  more  to  hope  from  having  treated  the  ncgroea 
With  kindncfs  and  coo&kace^  than  fiom  having  adopted  the  coi^  \ 
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tnrffflkm.    If  we  oondatied  Id  Ixing  new  {laves  from  Africa, 
veme  in  ia6l  importing  not  fo  much  wealth  and  ftrength,  but  ib 
SRKh  wcakneisy  difcontent,  and  rebellion.    Mr.  Long  mentioned, 
to  Ac  Kwiy-4niq)orted  iLnres  were  the  moft  dangerous.    In  pro* 
fsftioiithen  as  weincreafed  the  importation,  we  increafed  th« 
hnpt.    If  sdl  ienfe  of  humanity  was  extinguifhed,  if  juftice  had 
loft  its  empire,  Ae  Houfe  ought  to  pafs  a  bill  prohibiting  the  im- 
jnrtttioDy  in  order  to  remove  the  danger.    Mu^h  had  lately  been 
vgei  of  the  danger  arifingfrom  the  importation  of  French  pria- 
oples.  The  importation  of  mea  fmarting  with  a  fenfe  of  recent 
mop  and  injuries,  aad  aot  tau^t  to  expedt  any  milder  treat- 
nctt  thaa  ihat  whidi  ihey  had  already  experienced,  was  more 
^flgcTOtti  than  the  importation  of  any  French  principles  whatever*  • 
Etcij  fidh  importation  of  (laves  from  Africa  was  a  new  ground  of 
bop  to  the  French^  and  of  'dMger  tQ  the  Britifh  poflfeflions.  With 
fdfeEt  to  what  had  beea  aiged  of  the  lituation  of  the  ilaves  being 
noch  better  than  that  of  the  lower  orders  in  this  country,  he  did 
M  cany  his  philanthropy  quite  ib  far  as  to  be  prepared  to  vindicato 
^condHuaaee  of  the  trade  upon  this  reafoning.    Why  did  not 
'  vc  fend  our  own  countrymen  to  (hare  in  the  bleflTmgs  of  a  (ituation 
*Mi  was  ftated  to  be  (b  much  better  than  their  own  ?  Why 
^hxild  wt  go  fo  far  as  Africa  to  force  the  poor  negroes  from  their 
<^ve  fin),  in  order  to  place  them  in  a  ikuation  preferable  to  that 
•f  the  fubjcfts  of  this  country  ?  Why  (hould  we  be  (b  wild  in  our 
Iwcficcncc,  as  to  tear  them  from  contented  mifery,  and  obtrude 
^  them  a  happinefs  which'  they  didiked  ?  in  fhort,  he  had 
^  no  argument  againft  the  abolition,  that  was  founded  on  fair 
^  ii^uous  principles.    He  had  heard  one  argument,  that  the 
■ons  now  propofed  were  not  the  moft  proper  means  to  bring  about 
abolition.    To  this  hb  had  only  to  anfwer,  that  when  they  had 
^  naportant  objed  in  view,  it  was  natural  for  them  to  take  the 
^  plain  and  obvious  means  of  arriving  at  their  end*    He  thought 
even  if  they  (hould  not  fucceed  in  the  objedl  of  cfFcfting  ^ 
*nplcte  abolition,  it  was  material  to  do  away  the  grcateft  of  aU 
^'^^i  that  of  a  Britifh  Parliament  giving  countenance  to  the  exift- 
of  a  crime  the  moft  atrocious  in  the  records  of  hiftory.  No 
■wrd  evil  coiild  be  greater  than  that  thofe  who  argued  for  injufticc, 
"^Icncc,  robbery  and  murder,  when  they  could  not  avail  thenv* 
y^'wof  reafoning,  (hould  be  able  to  urge  on  their  fide  the  autho- 
^tyof  Parliament.    On  this  ground  heconfidcred  as  highly  mcrif- 
^*waj  the  declaratbns  of  the  honourable  mover,  and  of  his  ho- 

friend,  that  they  would  not  let  the  fubjed  (Iccp,  but 
^'^ttlqrfrcfli  difcdfions,  till  they  (hould  fucceed  in  cficfliag; 
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thtir  objed  oT  a  complete  abolition  of  this  infatnoui  and  dUgniceful 
traffic. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  when  this  queftlon  was  firft 
agitated,  he  felt  it  impoffiblc  to  agree  with  either  the  one  fide  or 
the  other,  bccaufe  the  gentlemen  on  both  fides  were  equally  far  from 
that  medium  which  he  conceived  good  policy  ftiould  lead  the  Houft 
to  adopt.    On  the  one  (ide  it  was  contended^  thdt  an  imfpediate> 
abfolute,  unqualified  abolition  of  the  trade  ihotild  take  place^  and 
that  no  mcafurc  (hort  of  that  ought  to  be  adopted.    On  the  other 
fide  it  was  argued  with  equal  vehemence,  that  an  abolition  of  tiii* 
trade  would  not  only  be  the  total  ruih  of  our  Weft- India  iilandSj 
but  that  it  would  in  faft  be  detrimental  to  the  caufc  of  humanity. 
He  had  the  good  or  ill  fortune,  he  would  not  determine  which,  to 
dlffent  from  each  of  thefe  arguments,  and  to  adopt  a  middle  lino 
between  them  both.    It  appeared  to  him  confident  both  with  policy 
and  humanity,  that  the  (lave  trade  (hould  be  aboUflied  ;  but  ho 
thought  it  was  not  a  meafure  that  ought  to  be  inftantly  carried  into 
execution  ;  it  required  time  in  order  to  efFcA  it  completely,  and 
without  injury  to  thofe  pcrfons  whofe  property  was  embarked  to  a 
vaft  amount  in  this  concern.    He  found  it  a  diffiailt  matter  to  fix 
the  precife  time  at  which  it  (hould  entirely  ceafe  ;  but  he  was  ex- 
tremely concerned  to  find,  that  the  Houfe  had  refolved  that  thd 
abolition  (hould  take  place  in  1796.    This  rcfolution  appeared  ro 
him  not  to  give  a  fufficicnt  time  for  the  merchants  and  planters  to 
arnmge  their  affairs,  fo  as  not  to  be  injured  'by  the  event;  and 
therefore  it  feemed  to  him  to  be  equal  in  point  of  effeft  to  an  ira- 
inediate  abolition.    With  that  impreTion  in  his  mind,  he  had  not 
attended  particularly  to  any  of  the  fubfequent  difculTions  which  took 
place  upon  this  fubjedi.    He  was  very  ready  to  confefs  the  motives 
of  this  part  of  his  conduft  :  he  entertained  a  hope,  that  although 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  rcfolution  for  an  immediate  abolition^ 
or,  what  was  the  fame  thing,  an  abolition  in  the  year  1796,  had 
been  pafied,  yet  that  in  another  place  the  impolicy  of  fuch  a  mca* 
fure  would  be  apparent,  and  that  means  would  be  taken  to  render 
that  refolution  of  the  Commons  ineffectual. 

If  the  honourable  gentleman  v,'ho  was  the  mover  of  this  que(hon 
.had  not  ftatcd,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  brought  in  a  bill  for 
the  immediate  abolition  of  the  trade,  he  (Mr.  Dundas)  might  rot 
have  oppofcd  tlie  moticn,  under  the  idea  that  the  bill  was  not  to  fix 
any  definite  pericd  for  the  ceffation  of  the  trade.  But  the  honour- 
able gentleman  hid  very  candidly  ftated,  that  he  had  nothing  k^s  in 
view  than  an  immediate  abolition ;  and  therefore  he  felt  himfdf 
bound  in  confcicnce  to  give  it  every  oppofition  in  his  power. 
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The  Refolution  which  the  Houfe  came  to  in  the  year  1792  ym, 
"  fat  the  trade  to  Africa  (houW  be  wholly  aboliihed  in  the  year 
1796 acctirdingi  therefore^  to  the  letter  of  the  refolution,  the 
ainlidon  ought  to  take  place  within  a  few  months  of  the  time  in 
which  he  was  fpeaking ;  but  however  fuch  an  abolition  might  be 
oooibnant  to  the  letter  of  the  refolution,  he  was  fure  it  was  not  con- 
fanant  to  its  fpirit :  the  reafon,  as  he  had  before  ftated,  why  this 
time  had  been  allowed  was,  that  the  planters  might  have  time  to 
sake  fuch  regulations  as  the  circumflances  required  among  tlieir 
ibves  in  the  iflands,  and  to  enable  them  to  import  into  the  iflands 
£xha  number  of  ilaves  as  would  be  necei&ry  for  their  future  popu^ 
Won-  The  queftioA  then  for  the  Houfe  to  confidcr  was,  whether 
this  obje^  had  been  obtained,  and  if  that  appeared  not  to  be  the 
cafe,  then  it  would  be  proper  to  determine,  whether  that  V^'as  owin^ 
t)  any  intentional  negled  on  the  part  of  the  planters,  or  to  any  un- 
fapcfecn  circumflance.  In  point  of  fad,  fo  far  from  the  planters 
hmg  been  able  to  import  fuch  a  number  of  flaves  as  would  be 
sccd&ry,  fuppofingthe  trade  to  be  entirely  aboliftied  in  1796^ 
that  the  importation  was  comparatively  fmall ;  and  he  believed  that 
ibe  trade  did  not  cxift  at  all,  owing  to  the  war.  Upon  this  view 
of  the  fubjeS  the  Houfe  would  fee,  that,  even  upon  the  refolution 
of  1792,  the  trade  ought  not  to  beaboli(hed  in  1796. 

He  was  ready  to  confefs  to  die  Houfe,  that,  upon  every  view  . 
he  was  able  to  take  of  this  important  fubjed,  he  had  not  the  cou- 
ngc  to  come  at  once  to  agree  to  the  abolition.  All  the-  corre- 
fpondence  between  this  country  and  the  Weft  Indies  proved,  that 
the  latter  were  in  a  fituation  that  required  great  caution  at  home, 
and  every  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  an  enemy  who  were 
anuoQs  to  take  every  means  of  diftre(fing  us,  though  they  did  not, 
it  the  fame  time,  acquire  any  advantage  themfelves.  The  honour- 
ahlc  gentleman  who  brought  forward  this  motion,  had  not  ftated  it 
tthis  intention  to  propofe  any  plan  for  ameliorating  the  fituation  of 
the  (laves  in  the  iflands ;  perhaps  he  had  good  rcafons  for  not  pro* 
p)(ing  any  fuch  regulation^ 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  fliould  have  liked  the  plan  better  if  itcon- 
rtncdafcheme,  if  any  could  be  devifed,  for  rendering  the  fitua- 
of  the  (laves  more  comfortable*  But  he  was  much  afraid  that 
this  difcuflioni  even  though  it  ihould  be  negatived,  woulJ  be  aU 
toulcd  vith  bad  confequences ;  he  was  afraid  it  would  give  an  op- 
PWunity  to  the  French  (who  were  ready  to  feize  every  way  of 
Bearing  OS  by  any  means)  a  plaufible  pretext  for  ufing  this  argu^ 
"i^t— «*  You  fee  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain  pretend  to  tak« 
caufc  of  juftice  and  humanity  ;  they  fccm  very  willing  tg 
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(xmimiierate  the  people  in  Africa,  but  they  hav^  quite  negle(%ed 
you."  This  ai]guTnent,  -weak  as  it  was,  might  have  great  weight 
with  unenlightened  minds.  H«  wiflicd  not  to  enter  at  length  into 
<his  fubje<ft.  There  were  fome  arguments,  relative  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  which  he  wifhed  rather  to  infinuate  than  to  prefs  openly  i 
but  he  was  fure  the  good  fenfc  of  the  Houfe  would  fuggefl  to  them 
ipany  points  which  he  did  not  think  proper  to  ftate.  It  had  been 
faid  during  tlie  debate,  that  to  import  (laves  now,  was  to  import 
danger.  He  agreed  with  that  propofition,  and  (hould  be  very- 
happy  if  it  was  poffible  to  prevent  the  farther  importation  of  flavcs 
during  the  war.  What  he  had  ftated  to  the  Houfe  was  merely  up- 
on the  qucftion  of  abolifliing  the  trade  immediately :  he  (till  re- 
tained the  opinion  whidi  he  had  expreflcd  to  the  Houfe  three  years- 
tgo ;  he  fHIl  thought,  that  policy,  as  well  as  juAice,  required  that 
the  trade  fliould  be  aboli(hed.  Every  event  which  had  occurred 
fince  that  period  fcrvcd  more  and  more  to  convince  him  of  the  truth 
of  that  opinion.  Every  event  had  convinced  him  how  very  dange- 
rous fudi  weapons  mud  be  in  the  hands  of  fuch  an  enemy  as  the 
French. 

Gentlemen,  in  fpcaking  upon  this  fubjefl:,  had  enlarged  much 
tipon  the  omnipotence  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  No  man 
was  more  anxious  for  the  prcfervation  of  the  power  of  Parliament 
than  he  was ;  but  he  thought  it  very  bad  policy  to  put  that  omnipo- 
tence to  the  ftretch  upon  trifling  occafions.  It  was  very  eafy  to 
make  an  aft  of  Parliament  here  ;  but  it  ihould  be  recolleded,  that 
it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  there- 
fore, in  order  to  have  it^  objed  eflFe<?hially  attained,  the  opinions  of 
the  Weft  Jndia  planters  themfelves  fhould  go  along  with  Parliament. 
But  he  wiftied  to  addrefe  himfelf  to  the  merchants  and  the  planters. 
It  was  laid  that  they  Were  forming  combinations  in  order  to  pre- 
vent, at  any  time,  the  abolition  of  this  trade.  Such  policy  would 
not  only  be  injurious  to^he  Colonies,  but  muft  be  fatal  to  the 
planters  themfelves.  •  He  trufted  they  would  fee  their  own  intcreft, 
and,  guided,  by  a  liberal  policy,  give  their  fupport  to  the  caufe  of 
juftice  and  humanity.  The  propriety  of  aboliihing  the  flave  trade 
he  thought  no  man  could  doubt ;  and  he  thought  it  equally  clear^ 
that  this  was  not  the  period  for  its  abolition.  He  did  not  mean  to 
mention  the  exaft  time  in  which  it  ought  to  be  aboliihed  ;  but  lie 
thought  it  (hould  be  Hone  gradually,  and  wit6  fuch  an  allowance  of 
•time  as  would  not  make  it  felt  very  fevercly. 

An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had,  in  the  courfo 
of  his  fpccch,  made  fome  obfervations  upon  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
wliich  appc^ed  to  him  highly  impjrojpcr.    He  wiflicd  to  afk  th^t 
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(tire  it  would  fct  the  Committee  in  a  fiamc,  and  therefoM,  gentle- 
men ought  to  conlider  what  cffcd  fuch  language  mud  h^e  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  The  honourable  gentleman  had,  he  luppofed, 
ufio!  diefe  expreflioi^  in  the  warmth  of  his  argu^nenti  but  he  was 
fare  diiapproved  of  them  upon  cooler  conlideration. 

That  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  forcing  the  Lords  to 
eome  to  fome  determination  upon  this  fubjed.  He  wtihed  to  know 
how  die  Lords  were  to  be  forced  i  The  Commons  might  pafs  a 
bill,  but  were  the  Lords  under  more  obligations  to  pa&  that  bill 
dun  tbcj  were  to  agree  to  the  refolut'ions  formerly  fent  up?— cer^ 
tiinly  not. — The  Lords  feemed,  upon  this  fubjed,  to  entertain  an 
opinion  finiilar  to  his  own;  they  thought  this  a  question  of  a  very 
important  nature^  and  alfo  that  a  final  decifion  upon  it  now,  would 
be  not  only  improper,  but  dar^erous,  therefore  they  wifely  put  off 
^  fubjed.  Upon  die  whole,  he  declared  himfelf  entirely  of  op- 
fUDQv  that  an  abolition  of  the  trade  was  abfolutely  neceflfary,,  but 
that  it  oo^t  not  to  be  hurried  on  with  precipitation  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, in  order  to  make  the  abolition  efifedual,  it  ihould  be  gradually 
carried  into  cfkd. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  he  differed  in  many 
particulars  from  his  right  lionourable  friend  who  had  fpoken  laft, 
and  though  he  (hould  vote  in  cppofidon  to  the  fide  of  the  quellion 
which  he  had  efpoufed,  yet  he  rejoiced  in  one  declaradon  which  he 
had  made,  that  it  was  ncccflary  for  the  (afety  of  the  iflands  that  the 
ibve  trade  ihould  ultimately  be  aboliibed,  and  with  the  folcmn  ap- 
peal which  he  addrcfledto  the  planters,  adjuring  them  to  turn  their 
attention  to  that  objed.    It  was  impoifible  for  him,  ^hile  he  agreed 
in  that  principle,  not  to  regret  that  many  of  thofe  who  would  fi^* 
port  the  fame  fide  of  the  quefiion  as  that  efpoufed  by  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  would  not  come  to  the  fame  declaration.    For  his, 
own  part  he  entertained  the  firm  and  clear  opinion  that  the  moil 
fyccdj  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  would  prcfent  at  once  the  moft 
4iiuncdiate  relief  and  the"  mod  eifedual  fecurity  to  the  iflands,  and 
-would  be  the  meafure  mofi  highly  conducive  to  the  public  proTperity 
an^  the  intereds  of  individuals.    His  right  honourable  friend  had 
taken  thiee  grounds,  thefirdof  which  was,  that  the  refohidon  paflfed 
In  1792,  appointed  too  early  a  period  for  the  abolkion.    This  re- 
mark had  no  reference  to  thir  peculiar  circumdances  of  the  prefent 
time.   No  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  controvert  the  grounds  of 
«pediency,  propriety  and  juftice  on  which  the  Houfe  had  then  come 
Aat  rcfolunon,  and  for  bis  own  purt  he  felt  lumfclf  confirmed  ia 
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all  thcfc  parrtculars.  Secondly,  he  had  urged  that  the  grounds  ^ivhich 
had  induced  them  to  defer  the  aboKtion  titl  1 796,  ought  to  induce 
them,  wndor  the  prefont  drcumftanccs,  to  poftponc  it  to  a  ioi^er 
|)criod.  On  what  ground  had  the  Houfc  formed  the  4dca  of  allow- 
•ing  four  years  ta  elapfc  before  they  took  any  meafures  for  the  abo- 
lition, but  bccaufe,  from  the  beft  cakularions,  they  fuppofed  Aat 
period  would  b,c  fufficientto  enable  the  planters  to  procure  the  ncccf- 
fary  fupply  of  (laves.  On  infpeding  the  accounts,  it  appeared  that 
already  a  greater  number  of  flavcs  had  been  imported  than  had  been 
ftated  in  any  of  the  calculations.  In  the  year  1792,  the  number 
imported  exceeded  any  average  of  'former  years.  In  the  two  years 
of  war,  the  trade  had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent ;  except  from 
fomc  recent  events,  nothing;  indecd'had  occurred  to  block  up  the 
ports  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  prevent  a  free  paffagc  to  African- 
Even  upon  his  own  principle,  his  right  honourable  friend  ought  to 
have' voted  for  the  propofition  of  the  honourable  mover,  "  To  bring 
hi  a  bill  at  a  day  to  be  limited,"  allowing  afterwards,  when  the 
blanks  came  to  be  filled  up,  as  much  time  as  he  deemed  neeeflary 
fcr  the  planters  in  order  to  complete  the  fupply  for  cultivating  thdr 
cftates.  The  third  point  was  one,  on  which  he  felt  con(iderab1e 
anxietj',  th«  danger  of  taking  any  fteps  towards  an  immediate  abo- 
lition at  the  prefcnt  time.  He  could  not  deny  that  the  ftate  of  the 
colonies  was  peculiarly  tender  and  vulnerable.  At  the  fame  time 
be  could  not  help  rcflcding^  from  what  fourcc  proceeded  that  very 
ftate  of  peril,  which  fomc  gentlemen  were  afraid  to  difcufs,  and  of 
which  they  fcarcely  even  dared  to  think.  The  danger  would  not 
have  arifen  if  the  claims  of  jufticc  and  humanity  had  been  fooner  at- 
tended to  ;  in  order  to  remove  the  evil,  it  became  neceffary  then  to 
abandon  the  policy  which  had  hitherto  been  purfued.  He  would 
fuppofc,  for  inftancc,  a  mi  fchicvous  enemy  intent  toaccomplifh  die 
worftcnds  by  the  worft  means.  To'  what  could  they  turn  with 
greater  hopes  of  fucccfs  their  views,  than  to  srll  thofe  bad  paflions 
engendered  by  negro  flayery  ?  He  was  told  that  the  danger  ar€>fc 
from  the  exifting  flaves.  The  only  danger  that  could  be  apprehended 
from  them  might  be  traced  to  the  ufe  that  was  made  of  the  ermine 
of  mifreprcfentation.  On  this  fubjcfl,  faid  Mr.* Pitt,  I  aihnotfo 
much  afraid  of  falfe  arguments,  as  of  numerous  recruits.  An  armed 
troop  of  barbarians  appear  to  mc  much  more  formidable  than  the 
moft  atrocious  feries  of  mifreprcfentations.  In  a  bad  caufe  I  fear 
force  more  than  argument.  The  effcQ,  however,  continued  he, 
of  the  propofcJ  mcafure,  would  be  to  dcftn>y  even  this  fource  of 
pretended  danger  by  doing  away  all  mifreprcfentation.  Would  giv- 
ing up  the  exjportation  at  all  (end  10  increafe  the  hardfhips  at  ffre- 
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fair  endured  by  the  (laves  ?    Did  not,  on  the  contrarjr,  the  frcfti 
impoftations  of  llaves  come  to  (hare  the  labours  of  thofc  who  had 
Jira^pded  them,  without  in  the  fmallcft  degree  contributing  to  dimi- 
sifh  their  fufferings  ?  If  they  were  indeed  anxious  to  calm  the  fears 
and  to  provide  for  the  interefts  of  the  planters,  whethbr  would  the 
pbn  of  an  immediate  or  a  more  remote  abolition  be  mod  effedlual 
far  that  purpofe  f    But  it  was  contended  that  they  ought  to  wait 
fil  the  return  of  peace.    He,  on  the  contrary,  contended,  that  the 
isunecfiate  application  of  the  meafure  was  the  bed  way  of  guarding 
ag^inft  the  danger.    He  was  mod  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they 
oug^  not  to  lofe  one  moment  in  putting  an  end  to  the  trade.  He 
wiflied  much  that  an  end  could  be  put  to  it  this  vear,  and  in  order 
CD  meet  the  idea  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  it  (hould  alfo 
be  the  laft  year  of  the  war.    At  all  events  they  ought  to  do  that 
which  no  pledge  forbade  them^  to  exert  themfelves  that  it  might  not 
laft  after  1796. 

There  were  only  one  or  twa  points  to  which  he  (hould  advert. 
AO  the  propoiittons  to  aboliih  the  flave  trade  had  been  faid  either 
to  arife  from  fanadcifm,  or  to  be  connected  wnth  French  principles. 
Eodntfiafm  was  apt  to  mingle  in  the  mod  meritorious  exertions,  and 
to  pufh  thefe  by  whom  it  was  felt  too  far,  even  in  a  good  caufe  ; 
fanelimes  to  fubjed  them  to  be  mifled  by  thofc  who  were  actuated 
widi  mifchievous  views.  This  was  a  circumftancc  common  to  every 
mdertaking  in  which  men  might  engage.  But  with  what  propriety 
could  they  brand  with  the  epithet  of  fenaticifm,  the  oppofition  to  a 
trade  which  was  hoftile  to  the  principles  of  rcligiort,  to  the  maxims 
of  jufticc,  and  the  feelings  of  humanity.  But  oppofition  to  the  flave 
tnde  was  faid  to  be  coimcdlcd  with  the  fupport  of  Jacobin  principles. 
The  charge,  he  believed,  was  found  in  the  circumftancc  of  the 
French  having  declared  themfelves,  at  an  early  period  of  their  re- 
volution, enemies  to  all  flavery, '  though  they  had  contrived  to  in- 
troduce fomething  fo  exceedingly  like  it  into  their  own  Government* 
But  it  was  not  lefs  incumbent  upon  a  Britifli  Lcgiflaturc  to  (hew, 
by  its  conduct,  the  contraft  between  tlie  wild,  fpuriou,s  and  imagi- 
jnry  tenets  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  the  {genuine  principles  o( 
practical  juftice  and  rational  liberty.  It  was  incair.bcnt  up;n  that 
Hoofe  to  take  the  rpecdicft  meafures  to  heal  the  wounds  whicsh  hu- 
manity had  fufFcred  from  the  profccution  of  the  flave  trade,  and  thus 
ffi&rm  the  Jacobins  of  their  moft  dangerous  engine  of  attack,  and 
fpomdc  for  the  country  the  fureft  and  moft  effctSlual  means  of  fafety. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  fard,  that  the  principal  danger  arofe 
bom  the  free  blacks  in  the  Weft  India  iflands.  The  flaves  in  ge- 
aeral  were  moft  aflfcciionate  and  loyaj^  even  when  arms  were  put 
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into  their  hands,  as  he  had  found  from  their  condud^  upm  Hsr  owf^ 
cibtcs.  . 

Mr.  GREy,  in  very  animated  terms,  fald,  the  qucftibn  before 
the  Houf6*was  a  queftion  of  appeal  to  the.juftkc  and  the  iedingsoF 
every  man  who  had  a  vote  to  give  upon  it.  Alluftcms  had  beeo 
made  to  the  condu<£t  of  men»  upon  whofe  chara£ters>  before  thmr 
command  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  the  breath  of  flander  had  never  dared 
to  touch*  On  this  fubjcft  ar>  mcjuiry  ought  to  be  inftitutcd.  No- 
thing was  mor#  eagerly  defined  by  the  perfom  whofc  diaradcrs  were 
attacked.  He  could  not  move  the  inquiry ;  but  any  other  Menir 
ber  of  the  Houfe  wotdd  move  it,,  be  would  pledgp  himfelf  that  ir 
Ihould  not  be  eluded  as  odier  mquirics  had  been. 

Mr.  BARHAM  faid,  that  what  he  had  mentioned  was  not  mat«> 
ter  that  came  wichin  his  own  knowledge,  but  matter  that  every  body 
bad  heard  of.  He  wHhed  it  to  be  inquired  into,  that  the  Friench 
might  not  have  the  prctcy:  of  our  example  for  ading  k  was  iaid 
our  Commanders  hstd  <3ivvw  hr  ihe  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  WILBEi^FOi<.CE  ftiortly  comnteifted  oft  die  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  oppofcd,  dcelaring,  that  after  what  die..  Houfe 
had  heard  from  other  gctUlemen,  it  was  altogether  fuperfiuous  for 
him  to  reply  particularly  to  tlie  aivument»  which  had  been  urged 
againft  him  ;  .he  mud  tlate^  how  ever,  in  exprefs  contradidipn  to 
hit  right  honourable  iiiciid  s  (Mr.  Dtmdas)  afTcrtion,  that  fince  the 
vote  of  die  Houfe,  in  rlie  )xar  Ji  ;92,.  a  greater  than  die  avejrage 
number  of  flaves  had  been  brought  into  the  Weft-India  iftands,  and 
confequently  that  they  wcr::  bound  not  by  the  letter  only,  but  hy 
the  fpirit,  of  that  refolution,  lafti^p  all  forther  importations. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  ii.;r  queftion>  that  tlic  farther  confideratiof^ 
of  Mr.  Wilberforcc  s  motion  be  poftponed  for  fix.  months.^ 
Ayes  7  8  ;  Noes  6 1 

Adjourned  at  half  an  iK^ur  paft  nine  o  dock. 

Friday y  I'^th  Fehmary* 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  for  leave  to  brii^r  In  ai 
y  bill  for  the  purpofe  of  enaWing  His  Majefty's  Poft-mafters  General, 
to  open  and  remrn  all  letters  addreilcd  to  the  United  Pyovinces,  and 
made  iip  in  the  Mails  of  the  1 3th,  1 6th,  and  zotb  of  laft  fiooath. 
Agreed  to. 

The^bill  for  preventing  the  vexatious  removal  of  poor  perfons^ 
was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  00  the  aiftof 
April.     *  * 

Mr.  ROSE  gave  notice,  that  he  fhould  move  in  the  Committee 
•n  Monday,  that  a  certain  fum  of  money  (hould  be  granted  to  His 
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!  Majrfty  fw  die  purpoiie  of  funding  a  certain  quantity  of  navy  bills, 
i  HesBbwiffied,  ^  fomc  converfation  might  arife  on  the  fubjcft, 
I    that  the  <5oiifidcration  of  the  fmns  of  money  to  be  granted  to  the 

Landgrave  of  Hefle,  and  to  the  Executors  of  Mr.  Ofwaldj  ihould 

be  de&rred  to  Monday. 

Jidcndaft  March. 

Sr  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  mm^ed  a  rcfolution,  the  fub- 
fbnoe  cyf  vrhkrh  was  to  fufpend  the  operations  of  all  the  Committees, 
aid  to  Aop  aU  private  bufinefs,  on  die  days  appointed  for  a  ballot 
fer  a  Committee  on  an  Ele<5tion  petition,  for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing 
At  attendance  of  Mentbers  to  form  fuch  ballot^  in  conformity  to 
Ac  tnie  ipirkof  the  late  Mr.  Grenvillc's  bill  upon  tha^  fub]c<ft.— 

*  Thi$  rcfolution,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and 
Ae  Maficr  of  the  Rolls,  ,  was  put  and  canicd. 

Mr.  T.  GRENVILLE  intimated,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 

I   Cent  feffion^  he  (hodd  have  fbme  farther  regulations  upon  this  fub-' 

I  jeft,  which,  he  ti[ufted, 'would  be  thought 'worthy  of  the  Houfc. 
Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  having  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  on 
Ibc  opening  of  the  fiu^get,  relative  to  the  Navy  and  Viflualling 
Ub»  and  to  fending  part  of  the  navy  debt,  in  the  five  per  cents. ; 
Aatwas,  to  aHow  at  the  rate  of  106I.  for  every  10 ol.  capital^ 
moved,  **  That  proviiion  be  made  for  enabling  His  Majcfty  to  fa- 
tbfycert^n  navy  bills,  &c.  outftanding  in  September  1793,  and 

I    Aat  1^863,0001*  be  voted  for* that  purpofe,"  which  was  agreed 

I  «>- 

I  He  then  propofed  that  ao,oool.  be  voted  to  be  employed  to  re- 
.  po-  fettlementSy  &c.  on  the  coaft  of  Afnca,  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  then  obferved,  that  fome  arrears  were  due  to  the  Landgrave 
rf  Hefle  CafleL  That  fubjcft,  he  laid,  had  undergone,  he  had 
no  doubt,  an  accurate  inveftigation.  The  arrears  were  due  on 
account  of  fcrvices  in  the  late  war.  It  was,  he  prefumcd,  unnc- 
eeSny  for  him  now  to  enter  into  any  detail  upon  this  fubjcA,  and 
Aoefore  'he  moved,  That  the  fum  of  68,850!.  12s.  ojd.  be 
I  looted  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hcffe  Caffel  for  arrears  due  for  fervices 
ki  the  late  war  with  America,  &c.'* 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  apprehended  that  this  bufinefs  had  been 
before  Parliament  already,  but  he  had  not  read  the  accounts^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  apprehended  the  accownts  to  be 
Kiy  dear,  and  the  queition  to  lie  in  a  very  narrow  compafs. 

The  vote  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  next  fubjeft  for  the  conft 
4lenakn  of  the  Committee,  was  the  balance  that  was  due  to  t 
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rcprcfentatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Ofw^ld.  Upon  thiahe  mud  obferve, 
that  the  claim  had  undergone  great  invcftigation,  and  had  been  ad- 
mitted in  a  Report  of  the  CommiiTioners  and  Auditors  of  Public  Ac- 
counts. Some  difference  of  opinion,  with  refpeft  to  the  precifc 
fum  to  be  granted,  had  occafioned  a  delay  in  the  fettlcihcnt.  The 
balance  now  was  made  clear ;  and  therefore  he  moved,  "  That  ihm 
fum  of  4-1,6881.  be  allowed  to  the  executors  of  Mr.  Ofwald,'*  &c. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  had  read  the  Reports  upon  this  claim  ; 
fome  of  them  faid,  that  a  certain  fum  ought  to  be  allowed,  anud 
fome  that  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  and  others  again,  that  it  oug^t 
to  be  confidered..  He  fliould  like  to  have  it  explained  how  that 
difference  arofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  of  the  fcrvicc  and  the  vouchcrt 
'  there  was  no  doubt ;  but  whenever  a  party  had,,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  of  the  Auditors  and  Commiffioners,  departed  from  the  ufual 
ftri6t  form,  they  ftated  an  obje^aion  to  it,  merely  for  the  purpofc  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Treafury  t6  the  fubjefl.  That  attention 
had  been  given,  and  the  claim  had  been  found  to  be  well  fbun<}c4» 
and  it  was  upon  that  ground  the  allowance  had  been-  made. 

General  SMITH  was  of  opinion,  that  when  the  Executive 
Power  came  to  demand  fuips  of  money  in  this  manner,  account 
ought  to  be  given  of  the  fervicc,  and  time  allowed  tolnveftigatc  th^ 
bufincfs  in  that  Houfe. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  he  had  many  years  ago 
read  all  the  papers  relative  to  this  bufinefs.  He  thought  Mr.  Of* 
wald  had  been  much  injured  by  the  Treafury.  He  applied  to  him 
on  the  occafion,  and  his  advice  to  Mr.  Ofwald  was,  to  go  to  law 
.  with  the  Treafury.  .  He  had  laid  out  money  from  his  own  pocket, 
which  was  contrary  to  the  pra<9ice  of  ContraAors,  who  in  gene- 
ral keep  a  good  deal  of  the  money  of  the  Public  in  their  hands,  arid 
do  not  deliver  it  up  until  they  are  compelled  to  do  fo.  The  Lords 
of  the  Treafury,  perhaps,  thought  it  extraordinary  that  a  contradlor 
fliould  have  a  claim  on  the  Public,  inftead  of  being  a  debtor  to  the 
Public,  and  that  plight  be  the  reafon  why  his  accounts  were  not 
fooner  fettled. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  admitted  that  fomething  of  that  fort 
might  liave  been  the  reafon.  It  was  clearly  eflablifhed  that  the 
debt  was  due.  He  had  not  the  fmallefi  objedion  that  all  the  pa* 
pers  fho.uld  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  but  where  there  vrtis  a  balance 
againft  the  Public,  it  was  as  proper  it  fliould  be  fettled  as  when  the 
balance  was  in  the  public  favour.  With  regard  to  the  invcftigation 
^   of  particular  and  minute  accounts,  he  did  not  think  tlic  Houfe  of 
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I  Coomions  fo  *well  adapted  to  inveftigate*  them^  as  a  Board  of  Ac« 
eoonts. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  of  the  fame  opinion ;  but  he  could  wifti, 
lint  wl^n  accounts  were  fettled  by  auditors,  they  (hould  not  be  af- 
terwards referred  to  the  Treafury.  He  faid  nothing  againft  the 
Members  of  the  Treafury  Board,  but  he  fbould  like  that  accounts 
ibouid  be  only  fettled  by  public  auditors. 

After  a  few  words  from  General  Smith,  Mr.  Maurice  Robtn(bn, 
and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  vote  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  re- 
port of  all  the  Refolutions  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Tue/Jay,  J^/  March.  * 

The  Wine  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  pe- 
Soon  from  the  wine  merchants  of  the  city  of  London,  againft  the 
Illation  of  this  bill,  that  the  duty  (hould  commence  frpm  the  23d 
rf  February.  He  liatcd,  that  it  n^vjer  was  uf  ual  that  a  duty  (hould* 
be  laid  on  any  article  till  fuch  time  as  the  bill  empowering  it  to  be 
granted  had  received  the  affcnt,  and  pafTcdin  regulaj  form. 
On  the  motion,  that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  SPEAKER  faid,  tliat  it  was  iK)t  cuftomary  that  any  petition 
fl»uld  be  received  by  the  Houfe  againft  the  taxes,  of  the  current 
ywr.  He  was  not,  however,  certain,  that  no  fuch  petition  had 
aany  inftance  been  received  ;  but  he  (hould  to-morrow  inquire  into 
'he  precedents  .on  the  fubjedt,  and  report  accordingly  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  a  regulation  that  a  duty  (hould  take  place 
^  the  period  it  was  propofed  to  the  Houfe,  was  no  novel  prac- 
jKc.  The  wine  merchants  had  received  full  noticfe  of  what  was 
"^touied,  not  only  when  their  ftt>ck  was  taken,  but  fomc  weeks 
fKvious  to  bringing  forward  the  Budget. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  as  the  petition  was  not  againft  the  prin- 
J^t  of  the  bill,  but  only  againft  the  particular  regulation,  he  hoped 
^  would  be  received  ypon  the  Speaker  making  his  report.    He  un* 

:    <WlDod  that  there  had  been  no  regularity  obferved  with  refpe<fl  Co 

1    ^siting  ftock  ;  fonw  had  been  taken  on  one  day,  and  fome  on  an- 
^•cr.   The  tax  upon  tea  was  not  to  commence  till  the  next  fale, 

I        theh  (hould  the  wine  merchants  be  faddlcd  with  this  tax  pre- 
^  to  the  period  at  which  they  could  with  propriety  charge  it  to 

[    ^^iicuftomers?    Thefe  topics  would,  however,  be  more  fuitably 

I    *lcuffed  in  the  Committee. 

'      TV  motion  for  receiving  the  petition  was  withdrawn,'  till  the 
5p^cr  (hould  make  his  report. 
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The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  appomted  as  the 
Committee  to  tjy  the  qacftion  of  die  right  of  deftion  for  the  city  of 
Parlifle: 

R.  Bunion,  W.  Holbcach, 

The  Marquis  of  TitehfieM,     E.  Gregor, 
Hon.  E.  J.  Elliot,  M.  Robinfon, 

John  Pitt,  Lord  Morpeth, 

R.  Glover,  J.  Elliot, 

J.  H.  Addington,  C.  Picrrepoint*. 

J,  Ofhom, 

J.  Anftrutficr,    T  •  

W.Baldwin,  jNommees. 

Wednefday^  J^h  March, 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  again  prefented  the  petition  of  the 
vine'  merchants  and  wine  dealers  relative  to  the  additional  du^  to 
be  impofed  on  wine,  prevbufly  to  the  bill  now  before  th^e  Houfe 
obtaining  the  Royal  tiTent. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  honourable  Member,  that, 
agreeably  to  what  he  cxprcffed  yefterday,  he  had  fcarchcd  for  prece- 
dents on  that  head,  and  that  he  found,  Hnce  the  ^ear  1 7 1 1  it  had 
been  the  uniform  pradlice  of  the  Houfe  not  to  receive  any  petitions 
that  were  againft  the  fiJ5)ply  of  the  current  year.  In  the  year  1760 
a  petition,  fimilar  in  principle  to  that  now  introduced,  was  pre- 
fented from  the  maltfters,  and  negatived  nem.  con. 

The  qucftion  was  then  put,  that  tlie  petition  be  received,  which 
was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  hoped,  i)otwithftanding  the  rejcc- 
tion,of  the  petition,  that  the  prayer  of  it  might  be  attended  to  when 
|he  Wine-tax  bill  (hould  come  into  a  Committee, 

Thurfdayy  ^ih  March. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  moved,  the  order  of  the  day,  tfiat 
the  bill  to  amend  fo'much  of  the  9th  of  George  the  Firft,  as  pre- 
vented paupers  from  being  relieved  at  their  houfes,  in  certain  cir- 
curnftances,  and  in  certain  cafes,  be  now  i;ead  a  fccond  time, 
.  Sir  William  faid,  as  the  Houfe  already  acceded  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  he  conceived  it  would  be  only  neceffary  for  him  to  fay 
Z  few  words  on  the  provifions,  that  gentlemen,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  fecond  reading,  if  the  Houfe  Ihould  agree  to  it,  and  the 
comTTiifnient,  might  turn  them  in  their  mind  ;  as  he  wiftied  to 
court  every  afliftancc  on  a  fubjc£l  that  would  be  found  to  be  really 
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indi  the  attentbn  of  the  Houfe.    The  honourable  Baronjet  then 
ftsedthe  inconveniences  M^hich  had  arifen  out  of  fuch  claufcs  of  th^ 
of  George  the  FwR,  nvirh  refpe<5l  to  the  poor ;  the  advantages 
iBt  the  poor  would  receive,  if  the  daufes  he  propofed  (hould  pafe 
bo  a  law,  by  vcfting  that  power  legally  in  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,'  which  they  would  often  have  exerciied  difcretionallyy.  if  the 
hehad  jttft  alluded  to  had  not  prevented  them.    He  alfo  ftated 
fecucoinftances  upon  which  he  conceived  the  poor  ought  to  be  re . 
htd  at  their  own  homes. 
Mr.  JOLLIFFE  difapproved  of  the  provHions. 
Loid  SHEFFIELD  laid,  the  principle  contended  for  by  the  bHI 
w  in  diied  oppofition  to  the  ori^nal  principles  of  the  poor  laws  | 
btfae  great  objeA  of  thofe  laws  wts,  to  maintain  t^  poor  by 
^amg  them,  and  to  encourage  the  eredion  of  work'-houfes  ; 
;  Alt  the  prefent  bill  tended  to  difcourage  work-houfes,  and  in  the 
I  todraild  make  fuch  eAabl&hments  a  great  expence  to  a  parifh, 
I  viiuut  anfwering  the  pw^wles  of  that  parifh.    He-  objedcd  firong* 
ifto  Ae  taking  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Veftry,  or  Parifli,  die  corw 
inl  of  their  own  expenditure,  and  giving  it  fo  entirety  to  aMagif- 
^  often  living  at  ten  or  twenty.  mOes  dHhmce,  not  at  aH  infe- 
K&din  agood  and  proper  management  of  the  parr(h  money,  but 
A)  mt^t  indulge  a  party-fptrit,  afptrit  of  patronage,  or  ilUmean- 
%  popularity,  or  a  deilre  to  influencQ^  at  the  expence  of  die  far- 
■cr,  or  the  induftrioos  mami(a£lurcr *that,  for  hi»  part,  he  did 
w  wifli  to  have  fuch  power  given  to  him  as  a  Magidratc ;  that  he 
^  cftcn  recommended  it  to  Parifh  Officers  to  relieve  the  poor  at 
*Qthoufcs,  in  certain  cafes,  and  that  he  never  experienced  a  refor 
^«  He  added,  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  increafe  the  poor  tax  ; 

it  now  amounted  to  near  three  millions  fterling,  and  that  by 
fcthe  greater  part  of  it  fell  upon  agriculture,  and  he  confidercd  all 
^^^^itagcmcnt  to  the  poor  to  throw  themfelves  upon  the  parifh,  as 
'tWy  pernicious,  and  it  certainly  would  not  promote  a  provident 
*Q*on  to  their  families,  and  confequently  an  exertion  of  induftryj 
«2ll  times. 

Sb  WILLIAM  YOUNG  explained,  and  infiftcdthat  the  bill 
^  in  cxaft  conformity  with  the  fplrit  of  the  poor  laws.  The 
F*cr  with  which  he  wifhed  to  invert  the  Ma^iftrates,  w-as  already 
*  4e  hands  of  the  Ovcrfeers  of  tlie  Poor ;  and  if  Magiftratcs  acted 
an  appeal  was  to  lie. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill  in  qucftion  was  not 
■oofcrmity  with  the  fpirit  of  the  poor  laws,  and  that,  if  carried 
*»ilair,  it  would  tend  to  increafe  the  poor  rates,  Vyhich  already 
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amounted  to  upwards  of  two  millions  a  year  ;  he'  (hould,  on  tfad 
ground,  oppofe  the  commitmertt  of  the  bill.  ,  1 

Mr.  POWYS  thought  the  prirtciple  of  the  bill  a  good  one,  an 
if  gentlemen  objeded  to  the  proviiions,  they  might  be  modified 
the  Committee.  ■ 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  faid,  he  conceived  the  fpirit  of  the  lai«« 
to  be,  that  the  poor  fliould  be  relieved,  when  they  were  rendern 
incapable  of  relieving  themfelves  ;  and  as  he  confidered  the  bill  m 
Have  that  objeft  in  view,  he  ihould  certainly  vote  for  the  commit* 
mentofit. 

Mr.  EAST  was  furprifed  that  any  gentleman  (hould  oppofe  thfl 
principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  in  exadl  conformity  with  the  fpirM 
of  the  poor  laws.  The  9th  of  George  the  Firfl:  was  a6iually  a  dif* 
grace  to  our  ftatute  books.  If  gentlemen  objeSed  to  the  provi* 
iions,  the  proper  flage  to  urge  thefe  objecHons  would  be  in  the 
Committee.  As  to  the  power  intended  to  be  v^fted  in  Magiflrate9 
by  the  bill,  he  was  pcrfuaded  that  it  could  not  be  placed  in  fafcf 
hands  ;  fome  perfons  of  exceptionable  characters,  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  might  iiave  crept  into  the  commifTion  of  the  peace ;  but  in 
general  there  was  no  clafs  of  men,  perhaps^  to  whom  this  country 
was  more  indebted  than  the  Jufticcs  of  the  Peace. 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  fpokc  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  thought 
the  worthy  Baronet  who  brought  it  in,  was  entitled  to  the  thaYiks 
of  the  Houfe. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fpokealfo-in  fiivour  of  the 
bill. 

On  the  qucftion  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond 
time,  the  Houfe  divided, 

For  the  motion,  95  ;  Againft  it,  2.    Majority,  93. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  now  rcfolve 
itfelf  into  a  Commirtce  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  for  laying 
an  additional  duty  on  foreign  Wines. 

Tlic  Houfe  accordingly  rcfolvcd  itfelf  into  the  fjud  Committee ; 
Mr.  Serjeant  Watfon  In  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT/uppofed,  that  the  only  claufe  in  which 
a  diiFercnce  of  opinion  might  arife,  would  be  with  refpc6t  to  the 
time  which  he  propofcd  the  duty  fliould  attach.  He  (hould  pn>- 
pofe  to  fill  up  that  blank  with  the  twenty  third  of  February  laftf 
and  that  wine  Imported,  but  on  which  the  duty  had  not  however 
been  paid,  fliould  fall  unJcr  the  fame  date.  If  gentlemen  would 
reflect  for  a  moment,  tliey  would  fee  that  dicrc  was  nothing  unrca- 
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finUe  in  it ;  for  a$  (bon  as  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  was  known 
rebdve  to  the  duty  on  wine,  the  retail  dealer  charged  the  additional 
price  on  the  confumers.  The  queftion  then  was  reduced  to  this 
point,  would  the  Committee  confcnt  that  the  individual  confumer 
fljodd  bear  the  additional  duty,  even  for  any  portion  of  time,  which 
vould  find  its  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  wholefale  and  letiil  wine- 
iaias,  without  any  advantage  to  the  public  ?  The  qumtity  of 
Sod  already  on  hand  bore  a  great  proportion  to  the  coni'umption  of 
tic  year ;  he  could  not  ftatc  the  prccife  proportion ;  but  gentlemen 
wold  be  aware  that  it  was  very  confiderahle. 

Mr.  HOWARD  faid,  that  two  velFels  laden  with  wine  had 
kecnpcvcnted  from  coming  up  the  Severn  in  confequence  of  thefe- 
witjr  of  the  weather ;  they  had  paid  the  duty  on  the  24th  of  Fe- 
taaiy  laft ;  he  wifhed  to  know  in  what  (ituation  they  would  ftand 
with  regard  to  the  additional  tax.  Tlic  honourable  member  con- 
ctived  rfiat  all  law  ought  to  be  profpedlive,  and  not  retrufpe£tive. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  inlifted  that  he  had  ftated  the  qucftion 
toy,  and  that  the  public  would  not  profit  by  the  dutjr  for  the  pre- 
fcnt  year  if  a  later  day  (hould  be  named  in  the  bill.  With  rcfpeft 
iDimpoftatzon,  the  only  ai]gument  urged  on  that  head,  he  fuppofed^ 
Would  be,  that  it  was  an  article  of  mercantile  fpeculation  ;  but  he 
could  not  fee  it  in  that  point  of  view.  The  wi^ic  imported  into 
this  country  was  moftly  confumed  in  it,  fo  that  it  might  be  claffed 
^  other  articles  of  home  confumption. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
ti«Mn  (Mr.  Pitt)  (hould  perfift  in  filling  up  the  blank  with  the 
23d  of  February  laft,  it  would  materially  afFeft  his  conftituents. 
Stock  was  taken  on  different  days  in  the  city,  fome  on  the  ;t3d/and 
imon  the  26th  and  27th  of  February.  Now  if  the  ^xcife officers 
^  informed  thofe  whofe  ftock  they  had  taken  on  the  23d,  that 
tte  additional  duty  would  take  place  on  that  day,  if  they  did  tiot  lay 
fat  additional  duty  on  the  confumer,  the  lofs  would  undoubtedly 
k  dicir  own :  but  if  this  information  was  not  given  to  others  till 
*c  27di,  it  would  be  hard  indeed  to  exped  that  they  (hould  pay 
*c  duty  tiU  they  had  received  that  information,  becaufe  in  the  in- 
terval they  might  have  entered  into  contrads,  received  the  money, 
and  made  out  the  bill  of  parcels.  As  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
nonhad  always  made  jufticc  and  equity  the  bafis  of  his  condud,  he 

•rafted  tfiat  he  would  not  depart,  from  it  on  that  occafion.  He 
^d  therefore  move  an  amendment,  that  the  tax  do  not  attach 

fll  thcbiil  paffed  into  a  law. 
Mr.  GREY  oblcrved,  that  it  was  neccffary  when  an  additional 
was  impofed  upon  any  clafs  of  individuals,  that  equity  and  juf- 
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ticc  (hould  be  confultcd  in  the  dilhibution  of  that  burthen,  which^ 
in  his  opinion,  was  not  the  cafe  at  prefent.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  carries  a  refolution  in  that  Houfe,  excift 
officers  are  ordered  to  take  ftock,  and  to  inform  the  wine  merchant 
of  the  minifter's  intention,  that  the  additional  duty  fhould  attach 
from  the  day  on  which  that  refolution  paiTed— ^was  Ais  notice  one 
of  that  nature  to  induce  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  aft  upon  it  r  Or 
if  it  even  (hoiild  be  admitted  that  the  notice  was  fufficient,  was  it 
certain  that  thofe  officers  obeyed  that  command,  and  that  they  ac- 
tually did  give  diat  notice  ?  He  was  perfuaded  if  this  matter  was 
enquired  into,  it  would  be  found  they  had  not.  The  worthy  ma- 
giiiratc  had  ftated,  tliat  ftock  was  taken  in  the  city  on  diflfcrent 
dtvs  i  fomc  on  the  23d,  and  fomc  fo  late  as  the  27*  of  February 
laft — now,  it  was  not  only  poffible,  but,  he  was  perfuaded,  it  really 
was  the  cafe,  that  contracts  had  been  made,  the  money  paid,  and 
receipts  taken,  in  that  interval.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt)  had  propofed  to  ad  on  the  principles  of  equity  and  juftice, 
in  what  manner  did  he  propofe  to  reconcile  thofe  differences  r  What 
was  the  cafe  widi  refpcdl  to  tea,  on  which  likewife  a  duty  was  to 
take  place,  but  was  not  to  commence  in  its  operation  till  after  the 
next  fale  at  the  India  Houfe  ?  Mr.  Grey  condemned  the  novelty  of 
the  proceeding ;  he  ihould,  therefore,  vote  for  the  worthy  Alder- 
tnan^s  (Anderfon)  amendment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  praflice  was  not  novel, 
that,  it  would  be  found  to  have  obtained  in  many  cafes  in  the  revenue 
laws.  If  a  tax  was  impofed,  it  was  fair  that  the  public  (hould  have 
the  full  benefit  of  it,  which  would,  not  be  the  cafe  if  the  fuggeftions 
he  had  juft  heard  were  adopted,  becaufe  the  wine  merchant  and  re- 
tail dealer  would  have  it,  without  any  advantage  to  the  individual 
eonfumer.  As  to  the  notice  by  the  cxcife  officers,  he  thought  it 
Tufficient,  and  he  was  induced  to  believe  it  was  generally  given, 
with  only  a  few  exceptions,  on  the  23d  of  February  laft.  With 
refped  to  contrafis,  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce  a  claufe  to  lay 
the  additional  duty  on  the  eonfumer  i  befides,  the  difference  of  a 
few  days  with  refpeft  to  the  taking  of  the  ftock  was  not  material, 
becaofe  the  duty  would  be  laid  on  the  ftock  in  hand  only  at  the  time 
it  was  taken.  The  Committee  would  alfo  recoHeS,  that  when  the 
duty  on  wine  was  lowered,  a  reduftion  was  at  the  fame  time  allowed 
to  the  wine  merchant,  &c.  on  the  ftock  in  hand. 

Mr.  ROSE  conceived  that  the  bcft  way  would  be  to  fill  up  the 
blank  with  the  23d  of  February  laft,  and  he  was  perfuaded  that  it 
would  not  he  difficult  to  reconcile  the  fubordinate  relations. 
-With  refpeft  to  tea,  it  was  difficult  to  impofe  the  new  duty  on  that 
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article  till  the  next  India  falc  took  place  ;  and  as  to  coffee,  the  new 
duty  was  to  take  place  on  it  as  foon  as  it  (hould  be  taken  out  of  the 
wareboufe.  With  refpeft  to  fpirits,  it  was  intended  to  tax  tliat  ar- 
fidc  in  die  manufadlbiy. 

Several  Members  ftatcd,  that  their  conftituents  in  the  country 
fad  received  no  notice  of  the  tax  till  the  28  th,  that  thbre  were  even 
merchants  in  town,  who,  when  their  ftock  was  taken,  were  igno- 
nutt  what  was  the  objedt  in  view,  and  who,  upon  applying  to  the 
adfemen,  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  fatisfactory  information, 
aod  that  a  quantity  of  wine  winch  had  been  ordered  to  be  fent  on 
the  2 2d  of  February,  had  not  been  font  out  till  next  day,  on  ac- 
count of  the  impoflibility  of  procuring  a  fufficient  number  of  per* 
mils,  and  that  there  were  gentlemen  attending  in  the  lobby  who 
^  ready  to  prove  all  thefe  particulars  on  oath. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  however  he  might  regret  the 
fardfiiip  on  individuals,  thefe  cafes  were  very  few  indeed ;  and 
fiat  according  to  the  prefent  plan,  the  duty  muft  attach  on  the 
fck  taken  on  the  23d  February,  or  immediately  fubfequent  to 
dat  day. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  circumftance  ofthe  duty  being  laid  upon 
^  firft  ftock  taken  on  the  23d  February,  or  immediately  after, 
^cnt  confiderably  to  obviate  any  objedions  to  the  meafure.  What 
^  had  chiefly  to  ftate  was  with  refpeft  to  the  country  ;  even  though 
the  (lock  was  taken  at  Lynn  and  Briftol  on  the  23d,  they  could 
not  on  that  day  receive  any  authentic  notice  of  fuch  a  tax  having 
^  propofed  ;  it  was  hard,  therefore,  that  they  fhould  be  faddled 
^th  a  duty  of  which  they  hid  received  no  fair  intimation.   Lt  was 
^^tcd,  that  the  advance  would  fall  upon  the  confumers  ;  but,  in 
oppoluion  to  this  ftatcment,  he  had  found  none  fo  ftrongly  imprelTed 
the  injuftice  of  the  tax  as  tlie  wholefale  merchants,  who  fup- 
J^ied  die  other  dealers.    Thefe  gentlemen  faid,  that  if  they  had  re- 
ceived notice  to  flop  fending  out  wine  till  the  tax  fhould  commence, 
Aqr  would  readily  have  complied  ;  but  as  the  permits  were  given 
^Jt  as  ufual,  they  were  not  aware  that  the  duty  was  intended  to 
take  place  at  fo  early  a  period.    It  would  be  exceedingly  difficult 
them  to  recover  the  advance  from  thofc  who^had  paid  them  at 
*e  old  price,  without  a  tedious  and  difagreeable  law  procefs,  ra- 
ti^ than  fubmit  to  which  many  would  prefer  to  facrifice  a  number 
rffmall  fums.    It  was  undoubtedly  hard  that  the  public  (hould 
kJfc  a  fum  of  fuch  magnitude  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
fcmccl  to  iniinuate,  but  it  was  better  that  the  fum,  whatever  might 
its  extent,  (hould  be  at  once  facrificed,  if  it  could  not  in  the  pre- 
fait  inifaQice  be  gained  to  the  public,  without  injuftice  to  indivi- 
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duals.  He  concluded  with  propofing,  as  a  modificalion,  for -the 
fake  of  the  country,  that  the  tax  ftiould  not  commence  till  the  24th 
of  February,  or  Ibme  fubfequent  day,  as  might  be  deemed  moft 
equitable. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  as  the  ftock  had  been  di- 
Tcflcd  to  be  taken  on  the  23d  of  Februar)',  if  this  modification 
were  adopted,  the  whole  of  what  had  fince  been  fold  would  cfcajx: 
the  duty. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  thought  that  grtat  inconvenience  Would  arifc 
in  cafes  wbere  contra6^s  were  adually  entered  into,  in  confidence 
that' this  a£t  would  have  a  profpecl^ive  and  not  a  rctrofpcdlivc  opera- 
tion. He  was  aware,  he  faid,  that  gendemen  who  intended  to  vote 
in  oppofition  to  the  amendment,  would  lay  great  ftrefs  on  the  faci- 
lity of  recovering  by  an  action  at  law  ;  but  he  would  afk,  was  it 
fair,  or  confiftent  with  the  principles  or  prad\ice  of  a  legifiadvc 
body,  to  frame  laws  which  (hall  attach  on  individuals  for  tranf- 
aSions  which  had  taken  place  previous  to  the  exilic  nee  of  fuch 
laws?  Belides,  there  was  a  confidcrable  hardr..ip  in  oMiging  pcr- 
fons  to  refort  to  the  law  for  the  recovcrv  of  money,  D'?ily  txperi- 
ence  taught  us  that  it  happened  not  unfrccjucntly,  that  a  plaintiff 
had  better  relinquifli  his  claim  than  trufl  to  tlic  even  of  an  action. 
Another  difficulty  muft  neccffarily  arife  if  the  ac\  t(X)k  cffe£t  on  the 
day  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  ct  the  Exchequer.  On  the  two 
days  prior  to  the  23d,  fo  great  was  the  demand  for  wine,  that  the 
clerks  at  the  ditferent  offices  could  not  ferve  a  fuftxicnt  number  of 
permits,  which  obliged  the  dealers  to  poftponc  the  dcliven^  of  wine 
till  after  that  day,  although  it  had  been  purchafcd  without  any  al- 
lowance for  the  additional  duty.  This  could  not  be  imputed  as  a 
fault  to  either  the  purchafer  or  the  dealer,  for  as  they  were  fuppofed 
to  have  their  information  from  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  only,  they 
could  not  have  the  duty  in  contemplation,  much  lefs  could  they  be 
charged  with  any  intention  of  evading  it.  It  was  therefore,  in  his 
opinion,  unjuft  that  they  fhould  fuffcr  any  inconvenience  from  what 
they  could  neither  forefee  nor  prevent. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon's  amendment* 
that,  inftead  of  the  blank  being  filled  up  with  the  "  twc  ty-thiri" 
of  JFebruar)'',  the  words  "  unril  the  bill  (hall  receive  the  royal  af- 
fcnt,"  (hould  be  inferted. 

For  the  amendment,  30;  againft  it,  70.    Majorit)'-,  40*. 

The  bill  went  through  the  Committee.  On  the  refuroption  of 
the  Houfe  the  report  w,as  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR,  ^ftcr  a  few  in.ioduftory  re- 
marks, concluded  by  moving,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
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prepare  the  cflimate  of  an  additional  allowance  to  fubaltem  offi- 
cers in  the  miHcia  in  time  of  peace. 

General  TARLTON  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  .oppofc  this  pro- 
poStion,  for  no  man  wifhed  officers  to  be  more  handfomely  pro- 
vided for  than  he  did ;  but  fony  he  Was  to  find  a  meafure  brought 
forward  which  had  a  manifeft  tcndcnc)'  not  only  to  aflimilate,  but 
even  to  put  the  militia  officers  on  a  better  fitting  than  the  regulars, 
vbo  vrcrc  liable  to  be  called  upon  fi>rcign  fcrvice,  and  who  con- 
ftantly  bore  the  heat  and  labcnir  of  the  day.  This  preference  was 
not  his  only  objcilion.  To  him  the  meafure  appeared  calculated 
to  extend  the  influence  and  patronage  of  the  Minifter,  and  to  cfta- 
Hifti  a  military  government  in  this  country,  which  might  eventually 
(ub\'crt  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  motion. 
The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  more 
cflFec^ually  manning  his  Majeft)''s  navy,  by  raifmg  men  in  proportion 
to  the  tonnage  of  every  outward-bound  vcflcl. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  availed  himfelf  of  the  in- 
terval allowed  him  by  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the  moft  cfFcclual, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  convenient,  mode  of  carrying  in- 
to execution  the  plan  (the  outlines  of  which  he  had,  on  a  former 
nccafr^jn,  laid  .before -the  Houfe),  for  obtaining  an  additional  num* 
ber  of  fcamen  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  royal  navy.    It  was  extremely 
fettering  to  him  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  refult  of  his  com- 
munications from  the  (hip-owners  and  merchants  in  the  different 
fca-ports  tliroughout  the  kingdom,  manifeftcd  their  zeal  and  alacrity 
to  co-opcratc  with  the  Executive  Government,  and  to  ftirnifh  rc- 
iburces  adequate  to  the  preffure  of  exifting  circumftances.  Gentle- 
men,  he  fcid,  would  recollect,  that  an  embargo  had  been  laid  on 
ail  (hipping,  which  was  to  continue  till  the  number  of  men  (hould 
be  completed.     It  was  then  deemed  proper,  .that  the  embaigo 
(hould  be  general  throughcfut  the  kingdom.    It  i^'as  now,  however, 
jix^ed  nKJte  equitable  and  convenient  for  the  purpofes  of  trade,  to 
relax  this  regulation,  by  making  the  embargo  partial.    This  would 
encourage  competition,  and  operate  as  a  f^imulus  to  adivity  and  in- 
duftiy.    It  was  therefore  propofed,  that  when  a  port  had  furni(hed 
a  number  of  men  proportionate  to  its  trade  and  other  local  circum- 
ftanccs,  the  embargo  (hould  be  taken  offi  and  the  veffels  fufFcred 
ID  proceed  on  their  refpedive  voyages.    It  was  impcflfible  to  partis 
cuhrize  the  nature  of  all  the  exemptions ;  but,  as  no  partiality 
would  be  (hown,  and  as  thefe  exemptions  went  to  relax  his  Ma- 
jefty's  proclamation  relative  to  the  embargo,  it  was  fit  that  the 
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Sir  P.  BURRELL  doubted  whether  this  was  not  fuch  a  devia- 
tion from  the  original  plan  as  to  require  longer  time  to  take  it  into 
confideration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  no  propofition  of  his  :  it 
originated  in  the  (hip-owners  thcmfclves,  and  had  the  approbation 
of  a  great  majority  of  ports  throughout  the  kingdom.  They 
thought  it  a  more  defirablc  mode  than  the  other,  for  the  reafons  he 
had  already  affigned. 

Lord  HOOD  addreffed  the  Committee  in  nearly  the  following 
terms. — I  beg  leave  to  obtrude  myfclf  upon  the  Houfe  for  a  few 
tninutes,  in  confequence  of  wh^ir  fell  frc^m  an  honourable  baronet 
the  other  night  refpeding  our  fcamen,  prifoners  in  France.  From 
my  feelings,  my  Lord,  for  the  fituation  of  thofc  unhappy  men,  and 
from  a  ftrong  defire  to  alleviate  their  misfortune  as  far  as  I  couTd, 
I  ventured  to  take  upon  me,  when  I  font  the  Baftia  garrifon  to 
Toulon,  to  propofe  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  man  for  man,  and 
officer  for  offiecr,  according  to  their  refgcd^'Lve  ranks.  My  propofal 
was  font  to  the  Convention  at  Paris,  and  I  am  fj>rry  to  fay,  a  direct 
and  pofitive  refufal  was  given  it.  A  few  months  after,  my  Lord, 
upon  the  furrender  of  Calvi,  Cafabianca,  the  commandant  of  the 
French  troops  of  that  garrifon,  came  With  a  propofal  to  me,  that 
if  I  would  confent  to  allow  the  crew  of  three  or  four  boats, 
which  were  captured  in  attempting  to  throw  in  fuccours,  to  return 
to  France  with  him,  he*pledged  himfelf  in  the  moft  folcmn  man- 
ner, not  only  to  return  an  equal  number  of  Britifii  feamen  imme- 
diately, but  would  endeavour,  and  truftcd  he  (hould  be  able  to  fuc- 
ceed,  to  procure  a  general  exchange.  To  obtain  an  objc£l,  with 
which  my  mind  was  very  forcibly  impreffed,  I  did  not  hefitate, 
my  Lord,  to  fend  him  the  French  prifoners  he  afkcd  ;  but  alas ! 
not  one  Britifti  fubjcft  was  ever  returned  by  him  :  and  after  the 
feven  tranfports,  which  carried  the  Calvi  garrifon  to  Toulon,  had 
been  detained  three  months,  they  were  fent  back  with  this  inde- 
cent, and  I  think  I  may  add,,  infolcnt  and  favage  declaration,  that 
if  any  other  cartels  were  fent,  they  fhould  be  burned  immediately, 
and  the  crews  imprifoned.  I  thought  it  very  much  my  daty  to  put  ■ 
the'  Houfe  in  poifeflion  of  thefe  fads,  and  (hall  decline  making, 
my  Lord,  any  comment  upon  the  glaring  proof  I  experienced  of  a, 
total  want  of  humanity,  juflice,  or  honour  in  the  French. 

A  dcfultory  conyerfation  cnfued  on  the  different  claufes  of  the 
bill,  a  variety  of  amendments  were  made,  and  the  Houfe  beiiig 
refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  read  to-morrow. 
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Friday^  6ih  March* 

Mr.  C.  LONG  prefented  the  bill  for  limiting  the  privilege  of 
fanking,  which  he  moved  fliould  be  read  a  firft  time. 

General  SMITH  regretted  the  abfence  of  the  Chancellor  of 
Ac  Exchequer  at  a  time  he  had  any  obfervations  to  offer  on  the 
bill ;  but  when  he  confidcred  the  paucity  of  the  fum  to  be  raifcd  by 
deregulations  of  franking,  in  comparifon  with  the  amazing  ag- 
p^tc  amount  of  the  other  taxes,  he  could  not  help  wifliing  that 
feme  other  refourcc  could  be  fuggefted  and  fubftituted  for  it.  The 
Jim  of  40,000!.  to  the  Exchequer,  he  deemed  inadequate  to  the 
infringement  on  the  privileges  of  the  Houfc,  and  the  great  incon- 
veniences to  which  the  Members  would  be  fubjefled.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  very  old  and  infirm,  and  (hould  not  probably 
occupy  a  feat  there  after  the  prefcnt  feflion  ;  but  he  was  ncverthe- 
lc6  tenacious  of  the  few  privileges  which  had  hitherto  been  allowed 
Ac  Members,  ^altliough  he  might  not  long  enjoy  them.  The  in- 
conveniences to  which  he  feared  the  Members  would  be  fubjcdicd 
bf  this  bill,  would  arife  very  frequently  from  the  uncertainty  and 
imoft  impoflibility  of  afcertaining  whether  or  not  the  Member  was 
rally  within  the  diftrid  at  the  time  of  deliver)^ ;  as  thus,  he 
be  confined  to  his  bed  by  indifpofition,  and  the  poftman,  ci- 
Act  for  fome  pique  againft  the  fervants,*  or  diflatisfa(5lion  with  his 
Qiriftmas-box,  or  the  infolence  of  office,  might  demand  to  fee 
kim,  or  refiife  to  leave  the  letters/  Upon  thefc  confidcrations  he 
^^cd  to  the  bill,  and  fliould  oppofe  it  in  every  ftagc. 

Mr.  C.  LONG  faid,  the  honourable  General  was  totally  mif- 
^>kn,  in  applying  the  'objeftion  he  had  ftated  to  the  prcfent  bill ; 
4acwa$  no  one  claufe  in  it  which  altered,  in  any  degree,  the  law 
« it  now  flood,  rcfpcdling  the  delivery  of  letters.  The  provifiong 
rf  the  bill  were,  that  no  Member  (hould  fend  or  receive  any  let- 
^  free  fix)m  duty,  which  weighed  more  than  one  ounce  ;  that 
^  flwuld  not  be  permitted  to  fend  more  than  ten  letters,  or  receive 
»0R  than  fifteen,  free  from  duty,  in  any  one  day  ;  that  if  more 
fcnt  or  received,  the  duty  would  attach  upon  thofe  on  which 
^  Mhount  of  poftagc  was  the  loweft.  There  was  likcwife  a  pro- 
which  required  the  Member  to  be  aftually  at  the  place  from 
*hcwc  lettcn  were  fcnt,  or  they  would  be  liable  to  be  charg'^d. — 
P^fe^hc  fiud^  were  the  provifions  of  the  bill ;  and-  he  was  furc 
^lioiioWaK^^  would  have  the  candour  to  admit,  that 

^  ^^|«ffion  did  not  apply  to  them  :  the  obje<S  of  the  bill  was, 
^.I'j'tate  tlie  fiiir  c^crcifc  of  the  privilege  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
•^fiwi'wlm'hc  mUft  confider  as  the  abufc  of  it:  to  this  he 
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thought  no  perfon  could  obje£t ;  and  as  to  the  particular  limitations 
of  the  billy  he  thought  they  would  be  more  properly  difcufled  in 
the  Committee. 

General  SMITH  expreffed  his  fatisfaftion  at  the  candid  ftate- 
tnent  of  the  honourable  gentleman^  and  the  gentleitianlike  manner 
in  which  it  was  delivered.  He  was  only  anxious  that  gentlemen 
ihould  not  be  put  to  the  inconvenience  which  he  thought  would 
have  enfuedy  if  the  bill  had  been  framed  conformable  to  the  Refo- 
lutlons  which  had  paflfed  on  a  former  night. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  and  Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  each  faid 
a  few  words. 

Mr.  BUXTON  lamented  that  gentlemen  (hould  be  fo  tenacious 
of  what  they  deemed  a  privilege,  in  a  time  of  fuch  urgency  as 
the  pitfent,  when,  inftcad  of  any  qualified  regulation,  they  oug^ 
father  to  declare  their  refolution  for  an  abolition  of  franking. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  Monday  next, 

Mr.  FO^C  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  fe'cnnight,  the  1 6th  of 
March,  he  (hould  move  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  ;  when,  if  that  motion  ftiould  be  negatived, 
which,  in  fuch  cafes  was  not  very  ufual,  he  fhould  make  another 
ipotion  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  fame. 

Tlie  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  granting  a  fupply  to  his  Majefty  ;  Mr.  Hobart  in  the 
tihair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  fliould  propofe  upon  the 
plan  of  laft  year,  that  all  perfons  poffefling  navy  or  vidlualling  bills, 
which  are  made  out  on  or  before  the  ift  of  May,  1795,  and  which 
lhall  be  carried  to  be  marked  and  certified  in  a  particular  manner, 
fhall  for  every  lool.  be  entitled  to  108I.  5  percent,  annuities, 
with  intereft  from  tlie  5  th  of  January  laft,  which  was  the  time  at 
which  the  bargain  was  made.  But,  notwithftanding,  gentlemen 
were  to  recollect,  that  the  annuities  were  at  that  time  at  921  ave- 
rage ;  fo  that  the  bargain  was  ftill  to  be  confidered  in  our  favour. 

The  refolution  w^s  then  put  and  carried,  as  was  a  refolution  for 
raifing  two  millions,  and  one  million  and  a  half,  upon  exchequer 
bills.    To  be  reported  on  Monday. 

In,  a  Conunittec  on  the  Wine  Duty  bill, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofcd  two  amendments.  Firft,  That 
a  claufe  be  introduced  to  prevent  any  charge  upon  ths  dealers  before 
the  gauge  or  ftock  was  taken,  on  or  fincc  the  23d  of  ^ ebruaiy ; 
and  fecondly,  To  enable  the  dealers  to  recover  the  additional  duty 
of  the  confumexs,  where  any  contradl  was  made  before  the  firft  rt- 
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UitioQ  of  the  Committee,  and  no  deliyeiy  had  taken  place  till  after ' 
Ac  23d  of  Febrnary.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOBART  then  reported  the  bill,  which  was  read  a  firft 
aod  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  ingroffed  and  read  a  third-time 
n  Monday. 

In  a  Gmnmittee  on  the  Tea  Duty  BilU 

Mr.  HUSSEY  hoped  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
nade  fome  calculations  upon  the  black  teas,  which  are  chiefly  icon*  > 
finned  by  the  lowed  and  pooreft  dafs  of  peq>le,  charged  them  ac- 
€onfingIy. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  make 
aqr  calculation  without  the  returns  from  the  India  Houfe  of  the  im*  • 
fortttion  and  the  (ale.  The  duty  of  7I.  iqs.  was  but  a  twelfth 
pait,  he  obferved,  and  confequently  upon  an  article  of  fuch  fmall  i 
frice  could  be  fcarcely  felt ;  for  although  the  confumer  ultimately 
the  tax,  the  greateft  burden  falls  on  the  firft  purchafe.  For 
i^own  part,  in  a  moment  of  fuch  great  necefTity,  he  could  not 
penme  why  thofe  perfons  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to  (hould 
«x  fubfcribe  their  quota,  when  in  the  aggregate  it  could  be  fo  ufeful, 
>kI  individually  of  fuch  trifling  inconvenience.  •  He  commended 
hovevar  the  laudable  principle  upon  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
nan  adcd,  although  he  thought  him  miftaken  in  this  inftance. 

General  SMITH  conceived  that,  although  the  tax  was  but  a 
tvdfth,  the  fum  of  3d.  additional  duty  on  a  pound  of  3s.  tea  was, 
^2  poor  perfon,  of  fome  confideratipn. 

The  duty  was  voted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  reported  on  Mon« 

General  SMITH  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuefday  he  (hould  make 
2  motion  relative  to  the  officers  in  India.    Adjourned  to 


Monday,  ()th  March. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Wine 

Bai. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Liverpool,  (bring,  diat  the  merchants  there  had  purchafed  a  confi* 
<Mrfe  quantity  of  wine  before  the  prefent  bill  was^  in  agitation, 
vhidi  diey  had  intended  to  have  fent  to  different  parts  of  the  coon*  - 
%  but  were  prevented  in  cohfequence  of  the  canals  being  frozen ; 
^  if  d)e  regulations  now  pxopofed  were  carried  into  effed,  the  con^ 
'Vcncc  would  be  to  produce  a  very  difagrccable  altercation  between 
Acm  aod  dieir  cufiomers,  whom  they  had  agreed  to  f upply  at  the 
^pnoe.  He  had  many.objefiions,  both  to  the  prindi^e  of  the 
Nttduty,  and  to  the  manner  of  laying  it  on.    He  reoaarked  the 
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hmdOAf  on  (bbakem  cfficeis  of  the  ani^,  iriio  were  in  &e  habk  of 
drinking  port  wine,  and  thought,  that  on  confideratton  of  the  fcan* 
tinefc  of  thdr  mcoines,  fome  proyifion  to  he  made  in  their 
fiivour.  A  oonfiderable  hardftlp  would  aUb  biX  on  grankmen  in 
town,  who  kept  their  wine  in  licenced  cellars^  He  conduced  with 
moving,  that  inftead  of  the  23d  of  Februaty^  there  flionld  be  in- 
feitod  tn  die  bill»  the  23d  of  Maioh^  as  die  period  at  ^idi  {he 
duty  (hould  cooimeDce. 

Mr.  Chancdhv  HTT  faid,  die  fubjeft  had  already  been  debated, 
and  he  was  not  aware  of  any  new  arguments 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  faid,  that  his  conftituents  were  la 
the  £une  lituation  as  thofe  of  General  Tarleton. 

The  motion  was  pot  and  negatived  without  a  diviikm^  and  die 
bill  read  a  third  tkne,  and  paffed« 

The  SPEAKER  ilatedi  diat  he  had  received  a  letter  ftwn  Lord 
Woount  GarHes,  Mardi  4,  I795>  which  he  defired.llie  Cleik 
to  read  todie  Houfc.  The  letter  fkHed^  tint  he  had  been  pre* 
vcdtied  fiom  putdng  in  execution  die  writ  for  the^elc^n  of  a 
Member  to  ferve  in  ParHsment,  for  Kirkcudbright,  in  coiifequence 
of  die  communicadon  having  been  ftopt  for  four  weeks  between 
Edinbuigh  and  Dumfries,  which  place  he  had  ohfy  been  abte  to 
reach  the  day  before.  He  had  not  fent  the  writ  to  the  Depoty  She- 
riff, bccaafc  as  there  were  feveiul  candidases,  he  conceived  that  all 
the  elciSors,  in  dii&rcnt  parts  of  die  kingdom,  would  be  defirous 
to  attend,  which  they  could  not  have  done^  frooi  die  impaiEible 
(bite  of  the  roads« 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  ftattd,  diat  it  was  diree  mondia 
fince  the  writ  in  quedion  had  been  iflbed,  and  moved  that  Lord 
,  Garlics  ihoukl  attend  at  .the  bar  of  the  Houfc,  to  give  an  account  of 
die  caufcs  of  the  delay  in  executing  it. 

Mr-  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  diat  on  Thurfday  next,  he  fliould 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  as  had  been  done  tn  former  in- 
flances,  enabling  fcamen  to  continue  an  allowance  to  their  £uniltes 
'  for  a  dme  to  be  Umkod. 

General  SMITH  moved,  diat  there  (hotdd  be  hid  before  the 
Haufe,  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  officers  on  the  Bengal  eftaUilh* 
meat,  &iQ.~Ordercd. 

Mr.  Chancelkir  PITT  dated,  diat  tworfoggedions  had  ocoflrred 
in-crder  to  render  mone  ededual  the  pmvUions  of  the  aft  for  laMing 
men  -frofm  the  counties,  for  which  he.prc^ofed  to  bring  in  a  fepafate 
bill.  The  fird  was  in  order  to  obviate  the  inconvemeaoe  that  taif^ 
arife  fwm  a  change  of  Churchwardens,  before  the  number  of  men 
was  completed,  Co  enable  Churchwardonfr  to  condmie  in  oflicey 
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for  the  Ible  purpofe  of  fuifUlSng  the  ptovUions  of  the  bill ;  and  the 
feoond  was,  .as  there  might  be  ibme  delay  in  getting  in  the  additional 
msBy  to  enable  the  CommifTioners  of  die  Land  Tax  to  advance 
I  focfa  fums  to  the  Churdiwardens  as  might  be  required  for  bounty. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  )the  bill. 

The  bill  impofing  additional  duties  on  certain  articles  of  cuftoms, 
vent  into  a  Committei^ ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
up  a  daufe  to  exempt  from  its  operation  all  deals  not  exceeding  ten 
inches  fquare»  being  the  part  of  timber  ufually  employed  in  building 
ooctagesy  and  all  timber  employed  in  mines ;  the  claufc,  after  a  few 
lemarks,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received 

■KMIUW. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  brought  up  a  daufe  to  be  inferted 
in  the  bill  for  railing  men  from  the  (hip  owners,  that  no  j-endexvous 
ibould  be  opened  in  the  City  of  London,  which  was  likewife  agreed 
to,  after  a  fliort  converfation,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  and 
pafled. 

On  the  queftion  that  the  Franking  bill  ihould  be  read  a  fecond 
time,  a  defultory  converfation  took  place. 

Mr.  WILBRAHAM  fuggefted  as  a  meafure  which  would  tend 
gready  to  increafe  the  revenue,  and  be  attended  with  fcarcely  any 
adc&donal  expence,  that  Sunday  ihould  be  a  poft-day  in  London^ 
as  it  already  was  in  moA  parts  of  the  country.  The  (um  arifing  from 
the  portage  of  letters  would  be  thus  confiderably  enhanced,  as  well 
as  tbeilamp-duty  on  newfpapers,  which,  if  the  meafure  was  adopted^ 
would  continue  to  be  printed  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  it  was  impofli'ble  that  he  fliould 
have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  propofition  of  the  honountble  gentle* 
man,  but  at  any  rate,  St  dfd  not  belong  to  the  prefent  difculTion,  as 
it  was  a  matter  of  executive  regulation. 

A  variety  of  remarks  were  made  by  Sir  Benjamin  Hammer, 
Mr.  Eaft,S  ir  Francis  Baring,  Lord  %effield,  kc, ;  but  as  none  of 
them  flated  any  objeAion  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  was  fuggefted. 
by  the  fpeaker  that  they  would  come  widi  more  propriety  to  be  dii^ 
cdTed  in  the  Committee. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
Tburfday. 

Sr  WATKIN  LEWES  brought  up  a  bill  to  amend  the  City 
MiUdaaaof  laftfeOion. 

The  l»U  to  rendnr  more  effectual  the  proviiions  of  the  a£t  for 
woosi  men 

G  t 
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Tuefdaji  loth  March. 

General  SMITH  rofe  to  make  the  motion,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  in  favour* of  the  officers  in  the  Eaft-India  fervice. 
The  queftion  he  was  offering  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  he 
laid,  in  his  opinion,  yas  of  a  very  ferious  and  important  nature^ 
and  well  deferyed  the  attention  of  the  Lcgiflature.   It  involved  the 
interefts  of  a  large  body  of  very  gallant  mco,  amounting  in  number 
to  1 600.    He  thought  fo  highly  of  the  merits  of  the  officers  fcrv- 
ing  in  India,  and  of  the  many  and  important  fcrvices  they  had  done 
to  the  country,  tliat  he  felt  it  a  matter  of  duty  to  render  them  all  the 
fervice  in  his  power,  by  ftating  their  grievances,  and  calling  upon 
the  Houfe  to  redrefs  them.    The  grievances  ^undcr  which  they  Ia»- 
boured,  appeared  jto  him  to  be  great  and  .undefervcd.    In  the  firfl 
place,  they  complained^  that,  after  long  fcrvices,  when  they  had 
attained  that  age  in  which  the  greateft  confidence  (hould  be  placed, 
that  fuch  confidence  was  withdrawn  from  them.    They  were  not 
admitted  to  that  rank,  to  which  they  were  entitled,  by  their  age, 
and  the  length  of  their  fervice.  —  It  was  a. Angular  circumftance, 
that  ,while  in  this  country  there  cxifted  a  little  army  of  Generals, 
amounting  to  the  number  of  280,  there  was  not  even  one  General 
Officer  in  the  army  in  India  confifting  of  65,000  efFcdive  men. 
Seven  years  fince.  His  Majcfty  had  been  plcafed  to  adopt  a  meafurc 
which  he  confidcred  as  wife  and  politic  \  he  had  been  gracioiifly 
pleafed  to  permit  that  the  officers  on  the  Eaft-India  eftabliffimcnt 
Ihould  be  raifed  to  an  equaulity  of  rank  with  thofe  fcrving  in  his 
own  trocps.-   This  wife  and  politic  meafurc  had,  however,  been 
fruftrated  by  a  regulation  of  the  Court  of  Diredors,  f(»r  which  he 
could  not  difcover  one  good  or  plaufible  reafon.    They  had  come 
to  a  refolution,  that  no  one  in  their  fervice  (hould  be  raifed  to  the 
rank  of  General.    This  he  oonfidercd  as  extremely  abfurd  ;  and 
the  more  fo,  becaufe  the  Eaft-India  Company  had  no  other  mode 
of  remunerating  their  officers  for  their  zeal  and  fcrvices  ;  whereat 
His  Majcfty  could  beftow  various  honours  and  rewards  on  his  offi- 
cers, bcfides  the  reward  of  rank.    The  General  here  read  a  paper, 
containing  the  fentiments  of  the  officers  thcmfelves  on  tfiofe  caufcs 
of  complaint ;  in  which  was  ftated  the  great  length  of  time  which 
the  Colonels,  Majors,  and  other  officers  had  ferved.    Upon  this 
paper,  the  General  obfcrved,  that  if  the  prcfcnt  oftablifliment  Ihould 
continue,  all  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  thofe  brave  and  gallant  officers 
muft  give  way  to  a  hopelcfs  (lefpondency,  and  the  more  efpcciaily 
becaufe  it  frequently  happened  that  they  were  commanded  by  offi- 
cers of  His  Majefty's  forces^  who  had  not  ferved  one-third  of  the 
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dme  with  thcmfelves,  a  circumftancc  peculiarly  galling  to  veteran 
aid  experienced  officers.  Another  very  great  and  ferious  grievance 
•2$,  the  impoiCbtlity  of  the  officers  returning  to  their  own  country, 
ID  enjoy  in  tranquillity  and  rcpofe  the  rewards  of  their  fatigues  and 
bfdfliips.  Thefe  grievances  attaching  upon  a  body  of  men  who 
had  always  conducted  thcmfelvcs  with  loyalty,  fidelity,  and  zeal 
fcrthc  intcrcfts  of  their  country,  called  loudly  for  rcdrefs.  He  did 
not  wi{h  to  difcufs  the  mode  of  that  redrcfs,  becaufc  he  underftood 
a  negDciation  was  carrying  on  between  His  Majefty's  Minifters  and 
Ac  Ea(l>Indta  Company  for  that  purpofe,  but  he  was  defirous  of 
fuggefting  fome  meafure  to  be  immediately  adopted  to  fatisfy  the 
daipB  of  thofe  meritorous  fnen  ;  claims  not  only  founded  on  juftice 
and  equltVy  but  alfo  upon  found  policy.  It  was  well  known  that 
Ac  French  were  turning  their  eyes  towards  that  part  of  the  world  ; 
it  would  therefore  be  highly  politic  to  eradicate  even  the  fllghteft 
^nxtptom  of  difcontcnt  frorfi  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  to  defend 
oiffpoflHTions.  Befides,  the  Company's  officers,  difguAed  by  the 
ncgiedand  hardfliips  which  they  experienced,  might  be  induced  to 
aicr  Into  the  fcrvicc  of  the  native  Princes.  It  might  be  afked,  why 
kc  brought  ^forward  this  motion,  after  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
right  honourable  Sccretar)''  of  St  ite  a  few  days  fince  ?  The  reafon 
^nsj  becaufe  there  exiftcd  a  difFcrcnce  of  opinion  between  Minifters 
and  the  Eaft- India  Company,  with  whom  they  were  ncgociating  ; 
he  hoped  he  fhould  do  away  that  difference.  He  hzd  felt  fomc 
tfficulty,  anxious  as  he  was  for  the  intereft  of  the  Officers,  in 
fianung  his  niotion.    He  (hould  move  three  refolutions : 

rft,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  Officers  in 
6e  Eaft-India  fervice  have  laboured  under  great  and  ferious  griev- 
ances. 

2d.  *'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  thofe  Officers 
have  deferved  well  of  their  country  by  their  fervices. 

3d.  "  That  this  Houfe  will  take  their  grievances  into  conlide- 
ladon,  and  give  them  ample  redrefs." 

Colonel  WOOD  faid,  that  he  rofe  not  by  any  means  to  contra- 
w,  but  would,  on  the  contrary,  fully  confirm,  the  very  afFeding 
pichirc  which  had  juft  been  drawn  by  the  honourable  General,  of 
the  meritorious  fervices,  as  well  as  of  the  hardihips,  which  had 
l*enl6  long  impofed  on  the  Officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India 
Conipany— hardfliipe  of  the  fcvereft  nature,  to  which  military  men 
^ould  have  been  (vbjc&ed,  and  to  which  they  had  fubmitted  with 
*tt  degree  of  temper  and  moderation,  fo  highly  honourable  to  them- 
^^vc^  as  wdl  as  the  fijrongefi  proof  of  their  zieal  and  attachment  to 
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Ibeir  native  countiy ;  he  begged  leave,  the  lame  ttme,  to  ob* 
lerve,  that  he  had  entertained  foroe  expe<ftations  that  what  he  had 
the  lK)nour  to  reprcfent  to  the  honourable  General,  at  the  tiine  thai 
fee  gave  notice  to  the  Houfe  of  his  intentions  to  bring  f:inf(*ard  (bintf 
motion  relative  to  the  Officers  of  India,  (the  purport  of  which  btt 
dedtned  to  oonununicate)  would  have  induced  him  to  have  defcrrod 
moving  in  this  buiinefs,  until  there  might  be  a  probability  of  hSg 
doing  (o  with  greater  efFedt  than  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  at  ttmt 
time,  in  fupport  of  the  caufc  of  that  very  refpeiftable  and  merltorioiiii 
body  of  Officers,  whofe  intcrefts,  he  had  no  doubt,  but  that  th^ 
honourable  General  had  moA  Hncerely  at  heart. 

Since,  however,  the  honourable  gentleman  fecmed  determined 
to  follow  his  own  opinions  upon  this  fubjcdi,  he  (hould,  tlierefore^ 
taka  the  liberty,  as  briefly  as  poffible,  of  fubmitting  for  the  confix 
deration  and  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  thofc  rcafwis  which  induced 
him  10  think,  that  unlefs,  eidier  upon  the  part  of  His  Majefty's 
Mwfters,  or  on  that  of  the  Court  of  Eaft-India  Direftors,  Acre  (hall 
Zfftzr  to  have  been  apparent  neg;led,  or  unncceffary  procraiHna-* 
tipn  and  delay  ^  it  would  neither  be  juft  nor  wife  in  this  |ioufe  to 
interfere  at  prcfent  with  thofe  whofe  [proper  duty  it  is  to  arrange,  and 
to  bring  this  buiinefs  before  them. 

At  the  time  of  the  late  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Eaft-Indisi 
Cofi^any,  it  will  be  recolledted,  that  the  reafon  affigned  for  nor 
completing  an  arrangement  for  the  military  fervice  of  India,  waa 
tlie  confidence  which  not  only  the  India  Minifter,  but  the  nation, 
fepofed  ia  the  noble  Lord  who  at  that  time  governed  Ii)dia,  and  a 
defire,  that  in  the  formation  of  a  plan  of  fo  much  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  this  country,  the  Public  (hould  have  the  full  benefit  of 
the  local  knowledge  and  experience  of  that  noble  Lord ;  that  the 
detention  of  that  noble  Lord  in  India  two  years  longer  than  what 
was  expe<5ted,  in  confcquencc  of  the  Myfore  war,  and  the  buiy 
Ibcncs  wWch  neceffarily  engaged  his  attention  ;  during  the  profccu- 
tion  of  that  war,  (the  termination  of  which  was  fo  highly  honour- 
able to  himfelf,  as  well  as  advantageous  to  this  country,)  will  fatis- 
b&mXy  account  to  this  Houfe  for  the  unavoidable  delay  whkh  re* 
larded  the  completion  of  the  plan  of  that  noble  Lord  for  the  Indiaa 
army,  untU  after  his  arrival  in  this  country.  That  fomc  time 
about  tlie  i  oth  of  laft  December,  the  MiniAer  tranfmitted  the  plao 
oiF  d?e  Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Court  of  Eaft-India  Diredora  fat 
their  information,  and,  as  he  undertkxxl,  at  the  fame  time  acq\iaint« 
ed  thorn,  that  fo  foon  as  he  couU  be  fevoured  with  their  fentimentt 
upon  this  very  importaat  fubje£i,  he  truftcd  that  he  (hould  then  be 
tflablcd  Anally  to  ai^rajige  and  to  bring  forward  a  ^im  fof  the  India 
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WBtf,  which  troold  not  otAf  efl^ually  remedy  die  prefent  griev* 
floes  of  which  the  mUtary  fcrvants  of*  the  Eaft- India  Company  fe 
jrtif  oomplalned^  bi^  place  the  army  in  future  upon  thatra^<ft-' 
Me,  ariibrtn,  and  permanent  footing,  ib  neceiTary  for  the  feeuritf 
empire*  ^ 

Some  time  towards  the  20th  of  January  laft,  he  underAood  th^ 
Aebonourable  Court  of  Eaft-India  Dird9ors  had  taken  into  con- 
UcndoD  the  plan  of  the  noble  Marquis,  and  by  their  reiblutiomi 
opened  to  diflbr  with  him  very  efTentially  in  r^<trd  to  the  pm« 
ofks{£  this  plan,  which  went  to  an  incorporation  of  the  Indian 
»f  wkb  that  of  His  Ma/cfty,  but  under  certain  re ftri6Hom  and 
"SlibdonSy  which  were  to  have  l)cen  fixed  by  Parliament.  This 
kCeurt  ef  Diredors  regarded  as  an  infringement  of  the  ri^its  atid 
Fiviqpt  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  therefore  under  tfiafl! 
portbfioR  ft  appeared  to  be  their  duty  to  contend  for  them  ;  hxit 
iMevcr  much  that  honourable  Court  may  have  (Offered  in  opimoit 
•ifcthat  noUe  Ix>rd,  in  regard  to  either  the  policy  or  principles^  of 
bfhn,  I  am  confident  Aat  not  only  that  Court,  but  the  Public, 
*igive  that  noble  Lord  full  credit  for  the  purity  of  his  intentions, 

bc&dsfied,  that  in  the  recommendation  of  any  particular  plan, 
kewW  have  had  no  wifli,  but  that  of  beft  promoting  wljat  he  be* 
^  to  be  for  the  welfare  of  his  country.  That  fince  that  time, 
l^indef^oodthat  the  Court  of  Dircflors  had  beqnbufily  employed 
•*eferaiation  of  a  plan  for  their  army,  more  confiftent  with  the 
^<3fthQ  Eaft -India  Company  ;  and  although  the  confrj')!etion  of 
*•  pba  had  been  delayed,  by  circumftances  unavoicfable  on  the 
^*<rf*e  Court  of  Diredors,  yet  he  was  happy  to  underftand  that 
now  in  that  ftatte  of  forwardnefs,  to  be  expcdted  to  be  ready 
^tfenfroiflkm  to  the  India  Miniftcr  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 

In  die  SitA  arrangement  of  a  plan  of  this  very  important  nature, 
involves  fuch  a  variety  of  interefts — a  plan,  on  the  wifdom 
>«i  policy  of  which  depended  not  only  the  fccurity  of  our  Eaftern 
l*ffions,  but  intimately  conneftod  therewith  the  profpcrity  of 
^  country,  he  truftcd  that  the-  Houfc  would  unite  with  him  in 
that  it  will  be  highly  expedient.  The  India  Minifter 
a  rcafonable  time  allowed,  after  he  fhall  have  received 
fcjbft  of  the  Court  of  Directors ;  and  that  until  fuch  time  as  that 
Jhd  Asffl  have  elapfed,  it  would  be  highly  improper  for  this 
^  to  irterfiere.  He  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle^ 
^Ito  pjcfide*  over  the  affeirs  of  India,  fome  little  time  ago, 
JJWm  tins  Hottfe,  and  he  firmly  believed  ftatcd  moft  truly,  fo 
•fcnrhb  ever  having  been  defirous  to  procraftinate  an  arrange- 
^•rfthcdaims  of  the  India  Officers,  he  had  been  moft  folici- 
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tous  to  give  that  very  important  bufincfs  every  difpatch  in  his  power  { 
and  fo  well  convinced  of  this  arc  the  friends  of  thofe  Officers  who; 
ad  for  them  in  this  country,  as  well  as  of  the  friendly  difpoiitions^^ 
of  that  right  honourable  genjtleman,  that  they  rely  with  implicit  om% 
fidence  upon  his  firm  fupport  and  exertions ;  and  have  a  ofiofl  grace* 
ful  acknowledgement  of  the  very  fair,  liberal,  and  eafy  communi- 
cation, which  has  been  aflibrded  to  them  by  that  right  honourable! 
gentleman  upon  every  occafion,  for  bringing  the  claims  of  the  India 
Officers  before  him.  The  caufe  of  the  Officers  of  India  refts  upon 
to^  juft  and  folid  a  foundation,  to  require  the  aid  of  party  to  fupport 
it ;  and  however  much  the  conduct  of  thofe  Officers  may,  in  fomc 
inftances,  have  been  mifreprefented,  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  artful 
and  defigning  men,  yet  he  was  confident  that  His  Majefty  had  not 
in  any  part  of  hi^  dominbns  fubjeds  more  loyal,  more  zeabus,  or 
more  (irmly  attached  to  the  fupport  of  his  Crown  and  GovcmmenC. 
Connedted  as  he  was  with  many  of  thofe  Officers  by  the  warmcft 
attachments  of  friendfhip  ;  feeling  as  he  did  for  the  unmerited  iitu- 
,  ation  io  which  they  are  now  placed,  and  as  one  of  their  friends  in 
this  country,  fpecially  intruded  with  the  guardianftiip  of  their  intc- 
refls,  the  honourable  General  might  have  been  fatisfiedi  that  had 
be  confidered  it  for  the  advantage  of  thofq  Officers  to  agitate  their 
pretenrK)ns  before  this  Houfb,  he  would  not  have  fo  long  remained 
filent,  but  convinced  as  hp  was,  that  ev«r  fince  the  receipt  of  the 
plan  of  the  Marquis  Com wallis,  (previous  to  which,  for  the  rea* 
fons  of  which  this  Houfe  are  well  informed,  it  would  have  been  i»-c- 
mature  to  have  brought  forward  thq  bufmcfs)  there  had  been  no  de« 
lay  which  could  have  been  avoided.  He  judged,  therefore,  that 
to  have  troubled  this  Houfe,  could  only  tend  to  teaze  and  harrafs 
His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  and  to  have  encouraged  ill-grounded  jea- 
louiies  and  fufpicions  abroad,  without  anfwering  any  good  purpofe 
at  home. 

The  Officers  of  the  Indian  army,  in  particular  thofe  of  Bengal^ 
have  a  mod  grateful  acknowledgement  for  the  7jea\  and  exertions 
which  the  honourable  General  has  ever  (hewn  in  their  behalf,  when- 
ever their  interefts  have  come  under  the  difcuffion  of  this  Houfe  ; 
and  he  alfo  felt  the  obligation  which,  on  that  account,  he  indivi- 
dually owed  to  tliat  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  no  doubt,  but 
that  the  fame  very  laudable  zeal  had  prompted  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, as  well  upon  this  as  upon  other  occafions,  to  prefs  the  caufe 
of  the  Officers  of  India  upon  die  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  but  as  he 
had  every  confidence  not  only  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  prefided  over  India,  but  alfo  in  the  Court  of  Diredors,  that 
no  time  will  be  lod  in  bringing  this  very  important  bufinefs  to  a  final 
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arrangement.  He  confefled,  that  under  that  pcrfuafioii,  he  would 
judge  it  both  impolitic  and  unjuft  in  the  Houfe  to  interfere  with  fhoft 
irfiofc  duty  it  more  properly  was  to  bring  the  fubjcft  before  thchi. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,  he  thought  the  queftion  before  th6 
Hoafe  a  very  fcrious  and  important  One ;  but  he  confefled  he  was 
conous  to  Icam,  when  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe,  what  motive  • 
the  honourable  General  could  have  for  bringing  on  his  motion  at 
thcprcfent  period.  The  motive  which  had  been  afligrled,  appeared 
to  Km  eSctremely  lingular :  the  General  had  faid,  his  reafon  was, 
beaafc  a  negociation  was  pending  between  Minifters  and  the  Court 
rf  Diredtors,  and  a  difference  of  opinion  exifted  between  them- 
Thc  Houfe,  for  this  lingular  reafon,  was  called  upon  to  decide  ort 
n  parte  evidence.    He  (hould  have  thought  it  more  proper  to  have 
lefttfic  matter,  for  the  prefent,  in  the  hands  of  thofc  who  had  un* 
ifcrtaken  it,  who  were  more  competent  to  decide,  as  having  all  the 
documents  neceflfary  to  inveftigate  the  fubjedl.    If,  after  their  dc- 
tcraunatioi),  the  rcdrefs  granted  fliould  be  thought  infufficient,  then 
If  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  honourable  General  topropofe  any 
firther  redrefs  which  (hould  appear  to  him  rieceflary.    At  prefent, 
ftc  modon  could  produce  no  one  good  efFedl ;  but  might  tend  to 
make  the  officers  fupjx)fe  that  their  claims  would  be  granted  to  an 
cttcnt  which  might  not  be  confifterit  with  the  intereft  of  the  country^ 
He  confidcrcd  it  as  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  and  intricacy  to  ad- 
jaft  the  claims  of  the  officers  corififtchtly  with  the  intereft  of  the 
owmtry.    He  perfcflly  agreed  ^nth  the  General  as  to  the  merits  o^ 
Ac  ofEcei^  ;  bat  there  iVere  maiiy  ferious  and  important  queftions 
involved  in  the  fubjc<3  befidcs  the  narrow  and  contradcd  one  which 
the  General  .had  eonfidcfed.     There  were  fome  circumftances> 
thwg^i  not  thofe  of  railk  arid  title,  which  appeared  to  give  a  com- 
pcnlarion  for  the  fiitigues  and  dai^rs  of  the  fervicJe.  The  Colonels 
faAat  Carvide  had  income^  of  1  o>^ool.  per  ann.  \thich  he  believed 
nwt  tiCceptable  to  men  of  tlieir  a^  than  any  title  or  rank*    It  was 
certainly  a  great  hardiTiip  to  be  fitccluded  from  returning  to  their 
«wntry :  this,  he  firiccrcly  hoped,  Would  be  remedied  by  the  pro-» 
pofcd  arrangements.    One  material  point  had  been  forgotten  by 
General  Smith,  viz.  the  difficulty  'attending  the  beftowing  this 
tank.    If  the  King  were  to  have  this  put  into  liis  hands,  it  would 
be  granting  him  an  uncoriftltutional  authority  to  (o  inimctife  an  ex- 
tent, as  ho  CoT»fidered  as  dangerous  to  liberty.    On  thcfc  accounts^ 
he  ODnfidered  the  modon  as  of  i  darlgcrous  tendency,  and  rtiould 
therefore  have  wifhed  it  to  have  been  deferred.    He  hoped  that  a 
final  arrangement  would  (bort  take  place,  but  not  fuch  an  arrange-" 
..mem  as  that  of  a  few  ycar«  fince,  which  ihould  render  it  nceeffary 
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for  the  officers  to  apply  to  the  Le^ikjturc  again,  after  a  {b6rt  period. 
He  trufled  it  would  be  fuch  a  one  as  would  Izj  the  qucftion  zileojf 
for  ever.  He  thought  the  difcuflion  of  the  queftion  highly  impro- 
per, and  fhould  therefore  move,  that  the  Houfe  adjourn* 

Cdonel  Maitland's  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Hoqfc  acconf* 
ingly  adjourned. 

*  Wednefdayy  11  th  March. 

On  the  qucdion  that  tlie  bill  for  impofii^  anaddttbnal  dutjr  oa 
Tea,  Coflee,  and  Cocoa,  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  LECHMERE  rofe  to  oppofc  the  fame.   The  duty  on  T« 
he  particularly  objedled  to,  becaufe  it  would  fall  with  great  weight 
upon  the  lower  and  poorer  claffes  of  the  people.    It  was  now,  be 
faid,  become  almofi  one  of  the  6rft  and  greateft  neceflaries  of  life 
amongftthem,  and  fince  every  fpecies  of  vifhials  were  become  fi> 
dear,  thoufands  of  people  Kved  altogether  on  bread  and  tea.  He 
did  not  mean,  however,  to  objeft  to  one  tax  without  propoling  an- 
other ;  and  therefore  he  would  fugged  that  a  licence,  to  the  amounjt 
of  two  guineas,  (hould  be  purchafed  by  thofe  who  drive  one-nnaa 
carts,  commonly  called  fiuttles.    He  was  informed  that  one  maD 
could  draw  fix  hundred  weight  in  one  of  thcfe  Ikuttlc^,  and  that  there' 
were  not  fewer  than  twenty  thoufand  of  them  ufed  in  London  and 
its  environs.  He  had  no  doubt  that  fuch  a  tax  would  be  exceedingly 
produ6tive,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  would  not  be  oppreflive  on 
the  poorer  orders  of  the  people.    He  had  been,  he  faid,  on  eveiy 
occafion,  and  from  its  commencement,  a  determined  enemy  to  the 
war,  but  if  a  fair  and  horKxUrtble  peace  could  not  be  obtained,  as 
the  hands  of  Government  mud  be-drengthencd  to  enable  it  to  carry 
on  the  war,  it  became  the  peculiar  duty  of  tlie  Houfic  to  tajce  ekrt 
that  in  impofmg  taxes  they  fhould  fix  upon  fuch  as  would  bear  with 
the  leaft  weight  cn  the  lower  orders.    The  tax  on  tea  would  prove 
xcry  heavy  and  opprtflive  on  that  numerous  but  ufeful  body  of  fub- 
jedts,  whereas  the  fubftitutc  he  had  propofcd  for  k,  would  fall  chicfijT 
on  merchants,  (hopkeepers,  and  other  opulent  tradefmeo,  wfeo  were 
very  well  able  to  bear  it.    For  thcfe  reafons  he  would  move,  and 
he  hoped  the  motion  would,.bc  feconded— that  the  third  r^ing  of 
this  bill  be  poflponed  to  this  day  iBx  months.  The  motion,  ho\vcver> 
not  being  feconded,  the  queftion  was  not  put  upon  it. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  paHed^  and  ordered  to 
be  carried  to  the  Lords  by  the  Solicitor  Generate 

Mr.  DENT  faiil,  that  he  was  extremely  forry  to  find  that  a 
charge  agaiiil^  the  whole  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  which  corv- 
Med  of  558,  fcemed  to  be  iq^pU^^d  by  the  bilL  for  curtsiiint^ 
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ite  privilege  of  (tanking  enjoyed  by  that  Houfe,  of  having  abafcd 
die  privilege  vcftcd  in  them  originally,  he  believed,  for  the  parpofe 
tnif  of  corrcfponding  with,  and  receiving  letters  from  their  confti- 
tiients— -out  of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  however,  he  did  not 
Mievc  more  than  dg^  had  afiually  abufcd  the  privilege,  and  this,  ■ 
from  all  the  information  he  could  collcdt,  only  to  the  amount  of 
Irtwi  1500I.  to  2000I.  a  year  each.  In  order  to  diftinguifh  thofe, 
and  to  dear  all  the  others  from  the  imputation,  he  moved,  "  That' 
thcie  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  die  number  of  letters, 
»d  didr  puft^e,  diredled  to  and  frqm  the  Members  of  the  Houfe, 
Ar  tfie  laft  two  years,  diftinguifhing  the  names  of  each  Member. 

Mr.  LONG  faid,  it  would  not  be  pofliblc  to  fumifti  fuch  an' 
ittxxait,    The  motion  was  negatived 

Mr.  DENT  then  faid,  that  as  after  this  bill  (hould  pafs,  the^ 
CoimniQioners,  Clerks,  &c.  of  Public  OfEcA,  would  poffefs  a 
privikgc  of  franKng  paramount  to  the  Members  of  that  Houfe. 
He  would  therefore  move,  "  That  an  account  be  laid  before  the 
HDiife  of  the  number  of  letters  franked  to  and  from  the  Clerks  in 
the  <fi8crent  Public  Offices." —  Agreed  to. 

Tburfdaj,  1 2th  March^  to  Saturday,  1 Mqrchy  inclufive. 

These  not  being,  on  any  of  thofe  days,  a  fuffident  number  of 
Members  prcfent  at  four  o'clock,  to  ballot  for  a  Committee  on  the 
petition  relative  to  the  right  of  eleftion  for  the  City  of  Wcftminfter,  ^ 
die  Houfe,  of  confcquence,  adjourned. 

Monday-,  1 6/Z»  March. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  Committee,  balloted  to  try  the 
qiicffion  of  die  .right  of  elcdiion,  for  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Wcft- 
soiiifter. 

Tho.  Eaftcourt,  Efq.        G.  Porter,  Efq. 
Hon.  H.  Hobart,  J.  R.  Birch,  Efq.  . 

J.  Walwyn,  Efq.  Lord  Porchefter, 

H.  Howard,  Efq.  Sir  W.  ficathcote, 

D.  North,  Efq.  R.  Wood,  Efq. 

Sir  T.  Gafcoyne,  Bart.     Charles  Dundas,  Efq. 
F.  Dickins,  Efq.  R.  J.  Buxton,  Efq. 

Hon.  J.  T.  Townlhend. 

Mr.  FOX  •bfeved,  that  owing  to  the  circumft^mce  of  there  not 
having  been  a  Houfe  formed  for  fome  days,  he  had  not  had  an  op^ 
poitunity  of  poftponing  his  motion,  if  he  had  been  fo  difpofed.  I 
vasdoidx&l  whether  the  Houfe  would  have  been  full  to-day,  aa' 
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therefore  he  had  come  to  a  determination  not  to  bring  it  foi\¥ard  at 
prcfent,  and' as  feme  farthet  notice  was  nccefliwy,  he  begged  to  be 
underilood  as  intending  to  bring  it  forward  to-morrow  fe'nnight. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  the  memorial  relative  to  the  of-  - 
ficers  in  India,  now  on  the  t^bleof  the  Houfc,  be  printed. — Om^ 
dcred. 

The  Houfe  having,  on  the  motion  of  ^he  Chancellor  of  the  Eir- 
clicqucr,  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved  a  refolution,  the  fub^ 
ftance  of  which  was,  That  an  allowance  be  made  to  fubaltem  ofHors^  - 
in  certain  cafes,  in  time  of  peace:  — Agreed  to ;  the  Report  to  be 
rpceivcd  to-morrow. 

Mr*  Secretary  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  he  had  fome  time  finoe 
given  notice  he  fliould  have  a  motion  to  bring  forward  relative  to 
the  payment  of  th^  wages  of  feamen,  and  allowing  them  more 
power  than  they  had  at  prefent  to  appropriate  part  of  their  pay  to 
their  relatives.  It  was  unneceffary  for  him  to  enter  into  the  detail 
q{  the  fubjcdl  now,  bccaufe  therft  would  be  other  opportunities -for 
difcufling  it,  if  neceffary.  He  believed  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  principle  of  the  bill  which  he  intended  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in.  The  firft  and  great  foundation  of  the  meafure 
arofc  out  of  the  power  that  was  proper  to  be  given  to  a  feaman  in 
^lou-ing  a  part  of  his  wages  to  his  relatives  in  his  abfcnce.  By 
Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  which  had  paficd  fome  years  ago,  a  feaman, 
having  been  in  the  fervice  for  twelve  months,  was  allowed  to  give 
fix  months  of  his  wages  to  his  wife.  Since  that  time  this  principle 
had  been  extended,  and  had  been  followed  by  very  beneficial  efFeds  ; 
and  he  was  of  opinion  there  ftiould  be  a  fanlier  extenfion  ftill- 
One  reafon,  in  particular,  which  rendered  fuch  a  plan  as  this  ne- 
ceffarj'',  was  tlie  report  made  by  the  different  perfons  in  the  (ca-port 
towns,  in  which  it  was  ftated,  it  would  be  the  greateft  encourage- 
ment to  feamen  to  enter  into  the  fervice,  if  a  proviGon  was^to  be 
made  for  their  families,  He  had  revolved  the  fubjed  in  )iis  mind 
for  a  copfiderable  time,  and  confidered  the  different  objcdions  that 
had  been  made  to  it ;  and  the  rcfult  of  his  deUbcration  was,  that 
the  bufinefs  could  be  done  v  ithout  any  inconvenience  whatever, 
In  confequcncc  of  this  determination,  he  had  formed  the  bill  which 
he  meant  to  bring  forward ;  the  great  objcA  of  which  was,  that 
every  feaman  could  have  a  power  of  attorney  to  tranfmit  money  not 
only  to  his  wife,  but  to  his  mother  or  children,  if  his  wife  (hould 
Jiappcn  to  be  dead,  This  would  anfvvcr  every  purpofe,  and  pof- 
fcfs  every  convenience  which  was  wanting  in  the  former  bill,  A 
^ipijlar  till  would  be  brought  in  in  the  Parliament  qf  Ireland,  fo 
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dot  teamen,  who  were  natives  of  that  country,  might  fend  reli 
ID  dirir  relations  there.  He  would  therefore  move.  That  leave  be 
pvm  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  petty  officers  in  the  navy,  non- 
coDumffioned  officers  in  the  marines,  ferving  on  board  (hips,  and 
all  others  (ierving  under  them  on  board  (hips,  to  allot  a  certain  por- 
tioii  of  their  pay  for  the  relief  of  their  wives  and  families. 

Captain  BERKELEY  adverted  ta  a  petition  which  had  been 
pvefaited  ibme  time  ago  on  behalf  of  the  inn-keepers.  He  wiihed 
[  to  be  informed  what  fiage  it  was  in  at  prefent.  He  was  led  to  do 
I  das  ia  confcqucnce  of  an  ad  vertifement  which  he  faw  in  a  newfpaper, 
by  vAAdi  he  leamt  that  the  inn-keepers  had  met  at  the  Globe  Ta-. 
Tcm,  and  bad  come  to  a  refolution  to  raife  the  price  of  poft-horfcs 
IB  the  kingdom.  This  he  thought  improper  while  their  petition 
vas  before  that  Houfe,  and  he  wiflied  to  know  whether  there  could 
sot  be  a  r^ulation  of  charges  for  poft-horfcs. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  he  had  been  called  upon  to  prefent 
I  a  pctidon  from  fcvcral  publicans,  praying  to  bc>  relieved  from  the 
I  hardfhip  of  having  foldiers  billeted  on  them.  That  petition  was 
lefentd  to  a  Committee,  who  m^de  their  report  upon  it ;  but  no- 
diiiig  farther  was  done  upon  the  fubjed.  He  had  alked  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  whether  any  thing  was  to  be  done,  who  told  him  that 
he  (hould  confult  the  gentlemen  who  had  fat  on  the  Committee, 
and  take  meafures  accordingly  ;  the  refult  of  which  he  could  not 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  the  raifing  the  price  of  poft-horfes 
kad  no  conncflion  with  the  petition  in  queftitin. 
!       Mr.  HUSSEYfaid,  that  all  ranks  of  inn-kecpers  had  fufflred 
j    by  die  bilkting  of  foldiers.    With  refpe<ft  to  the  advance  in  the 
I    price  of  poft-horfcs,  he  believed  no  perfon  would  feel  it  more  than 
■    bimfelf,  for  he  travelled  a  good  deal ;  he  could  not,  however,  think 
of  fanflionii^  the  idea  of  regulating  the  price  of  the  poftage  of  horfes 
in  that  Houfe*    Could  the  Houfe  think  of  countenancing  fuch  a 
principle  as  that  of  interfering  with  the  price  of  a  marketable  article  ? 
If  they  did  they  would  deftroy  the  fpring  on  which  fuch  bufinefs  was 
carried  on,  namely,  competition.    Matters  of  this  kind  fhould  be 
always  left  to  find  their  own  level.  If  inn-kecpers  charged  too  high 
a  price  far  their  poft-horfes,  travellers  would  find  out  fomc  other 
mode  of  travelling.  At  the  fame  time,  he  thought  tlie  Houfe  ought 
not  to  interfere  in  the  bufinefs  ;  that  would  be  dcftroying  all  com- 
petition.   The  rate  of  poftage  (hould  be  fettled  by  the  people  tliem- 
fclvcs,  who  had  as  much  right  to  do  fo  as  any  man  had  to  fix  a  price 
on  his  labour  or  his  commodity. , 

Captain  BERKELEY  faid  that  the  rates  of  the  moft  convenient 
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modes  of  oonveyance.  had  been  fixed  by  Parliament;  namely,  hack^ 
ney  coaches,  and  watermen's  fares. 

The  SPEAKER  put  a  ftop  to  this  converfation,  a$  there  t^M- 
Jio  queftion  before  the  Houfe. 

Tuefdayy  I 'J  th  March. 

A  petition  was  prcfented  from  tlie  provoft  and  corporatbn  of 
Dundee,  exprefiing  their  difapprobation  of  all  petitions  for  an  im^ 
mediate  peace,  and  their  determination  to  fupport  Government  ifi- 
the  vigorous  profccution  of  the  war. 

Sir  JOHN  FREDERICK,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved  finC 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  more  effedhially  preventing  the  cmjing 
off  dead  bodies  from  church-yards,  and  other  iHirying  places. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  remarked,  that  the  offence  was  alltad)^ 
punifliable  by  fine,  imprifonment  and  whipping,  which  he  conceived 
fo  fuperfcd^  the  neceflity  of  any  new  regulations. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Wilberforcc,  3ir.  Watkii^ 
Lewes,  and  Mr.  Aldcarman  Curtis. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSEL  faid,  that  he  muft  oppofc  the  mo- 
tion, bccaufe  he  conceived  that  it  only  tended  to  agitate  the  public 
mind,  and  to  ftrcngthen  vulgar  prejudices,  which  were  already  but 
too  violent  on  the  fubjcsftk 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
■  The  Report  was  brought  up  of  the  rcfolution  of  the  Committee 
to-granta  certain  allowance  to  officers  in  the  militia. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  that  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  inf 
the  prefcnt  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  but  that  he  fhould  certainly  take  a 
future  opportunity  to  give  it  his  moft  decided  oppofition. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to,  renew  the  aft  which  paffed  laft  feflion  with  rcfp(e6t  to  Aliens. 
A  bill  exadtly  the  fame  as  the  Alien  bill  of  laft  feffion  was  brought 
up  and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  in 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  he  fhould  move  the  vote  for  granting  a 
certain  allowance  to  officers,  in  the  militia. 

The  bill  for  rendering  more  cffcftual  the  provifions  of  an  a^i  to 
raife  a  certain  number  of  men  from  the  counties,-  and  the  bill  for 
raifmg  a  certain  fum  of  money  by  IcSans  and  Exchequer  bills,  for 
the  fcrvice  of  the  year  1 795,  both  went  through  a  Committee,  re- 
ceived feveral  amendments,  and  were  ordered  to  be  reported  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  duty  to  His  Majefty,  on  certificates  for 
ufing  hair  powder,  was  brougHt  up  and  reaj  a  firft  tUnc.    The  bill 
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I  flatcd  diat  all  dioTe  who  were  in  the  habit  of  wearing  hair  powder, 
I  Aouid  enter  their  names  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  the  counties, 
I  or  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Diftrids,  in  which  they  reiided^  &c«  « 

I  mdnejday,  i%th  March, 

I  .    PxDcceded  on  the  bills  before  the  Houfe,  without  any  debate.  ' 

i  TI:urfday,  1 9/A  Marcb^ 

Mr.  HOBART,  from  the  Scleft  Committee,  who  were  aj>- 
pointcd  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  the  fevc- 
nl  perfons,  whc^e  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  £le(flors  ot 
Meiabers  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weft- 
snnftcr ;  and  alfo,  of  the  petition  of  fcveral  Inhabitants,  Houfe- 
faokkrs  <£  die  Qity  and  Liberty  of  Weftminfler,  paying  fcot  and 
loc,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  being  Eledors  of  Mem- 
bcfs  to  Fcprefent  Ac  faid  City  and  Libertj'  in  Parliament,  on  behalf 
fif  Aeoifeives  and  many  other  Eledors  of  the  faid  City  and  Liberty, 
idpedii^  the  Right  of  Eleftion  for  the  laid  City  and  Liberty,  in- 
finned  the  Houfe, 

Tliat  the  iaid  Scleft  Committee,  having  duly  confidered  the  faid 
ibtements,  and  the  evidence  adduced  before  them  touching  tlic 
of  Eledion  for  the  faid  City  and  Liberty  of  Wcftniinftcr, 
I  have  determiiied, 

"  That  the  Rig^t  of  Eleflion  for  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weft- 
;  minfter  is  in  the  Inhabitants  Houfeholders,  paying  fcot  and  lot, 
•*  of  the  umted  pariflies  of  Saint  Margaret  and  Saint  John,  and  of 
"  Ac  fcveral  parifhes  of  Saint  Paul  Covent  Garden,  Saint  Annj 
"  Saint  James,  Saint  George  Hanover  Squai:e,  Saint  Martin  in  the 
**  Ficids,  Saint  Clement  Danes,  and  Saint  Mar)^  le  Strand  (in- 
'*  diiding  fo  much  and  fuch  parts  of  the  iaid  parifhes  of  Saint 
"  Martin  in  die  Fields,  Saint  Client  Danes,  and  Saint  Mzry  Ic 

Strand,  as  are  within -the  liberties,  diftrid,  limits,  or  jurifdi£tion 
"  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafter)  and  of  the  liberty  or  diflrift  of  Saint 
"  Martin  le  Grand  in  the  County  of  Middlefcx,  and  of  the  Pre- 

cina  of  die  Savoy." 

Mr.  GREY  prcfentcd  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the  Merchants, 
,  Manu&^fairers,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Dundee,  (taring  the  pro* 
fcflEbd  purpofc  for  whteh  this  war  was  entered  into,  and  carried  on, 
to  be  eviclcndy  unattainable ;  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  ihould 
triLe  fuch  mcafures  as  to  its  wifdom  (hould  feem  meet  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  peace. — Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Ccrfonel.LOWTHER  prefcn|ted  a  petition  dircflly  to  the  con- 
I  tr»y,  from  the  Inhabitants  of  WhitehavcQ,  ftatiiig  their  fulj  <;oi>- 
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fidence  in  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  great  Coun<!il  of  the  nadoil^ 
and  alfo  of  his  Maje%  s  prefent  Minifters,  and  that  diey  would 
procure  the  bicflings  of  peace  when  it  could  be  obtained  confiftentl]! 
with  the  eftablifhnicnt  of  order  and  reb'gion,  as  well  as  the  fecu« 
lity  and  the  honour  of  this  ilution. — Ordcrecl  to  be  laid  on  this 
table*  ^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  moved,  that  the  Aa  of  Pariiamcnt 
for  the  bettcf  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  Day  be  read  ;  which  being 
done,  he  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain 
and  render  more  efFeflual  the  fald  A6l» 
.    Mr.  JOLLI FFE  objcScd  to  the  motion* 

Mr.  TAYLOR  faid  it  had  been  ufual,  Wheil  a  tnotioh  was 
made  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  aflign  fome  reafon  for  it.  He 
was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  the  ground  of  the  motion  of  the  worthy 
Baronet. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  that  the  AA  of  Parliamci* 
for  keeping  the  Sabbath  Day  could  not,  at  prefent,  be  inforced  in 
the  manner  it  was  intended  to  operate  when  it  was  paffed  into  a  law, 
and  the  Bill  which  he.  propofed  to  bring  forward  would  ©nly  be  t, 
claufc  to  render  that  Adl  efFedlual ;  without  fuch  a  meafure,  the 
Aft  was  of  no  ufe. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  adverted  to  the  Bill  which  paffed  laft  year  to 
prevent  baking  on  Sunday,  except  under  certain  regulatibns.  He 
wifhed  to  know  whether  claufcs  had  not  been  propofed  in  that  very 
Bill  of  a  limilar  nature  to  that  which  was  now  propofed,  and  had 
been  rejefted  by  the  Houfe  ?  ^  . 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  thought  that  the  penalty,  which  is  5s. 
for  baking  on  Sunday,  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the  AA,  was 
too  fmall.    He  approved  of  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  faid,  diat  the  iwnion  before  the  Houfe 
was  not  for  any  new  law,  but  to  enforce  an  old  one.  He  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  mankind  fliould  not  be  permitted  to  follow 
w^orldly  occupations  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  therefore  he  heardly 
concurred  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  YORKE  and  Mf.  BUXTON  faid  each  a  few  words,  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  OF  SCOTLAND,  after  ftatii^ 
the  difference  of  the  ittuation  of  the  counties  of  Scotland  fromthofe 
of  England,  and  making  a  fow  ob&rvations  on  the  ncceflity  of  form* 
ing  a  plan  in  Scotland  for  mifing  men  for  the  Navy,  different  from 
that  which  had  paffed  for  the  counties  in  England,  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  BUI  to  that  cffed.  It  was  feconded  by  the  Chancdlof 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  agroed  to. 
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The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  brought 
up  and  read.  The  refolutioh  for  the  paying  s^nd  ckwthing  of  the 
Militia  was  agreed  to.  On  reading  the  refQlutlon  "  That  provi- 
Son  be  made  for  Subaltern  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  certain  cafes  in 
time  of  peace," 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know 
what  the  6bje6iions  were  which  were  intended  to  be  made  to  the 
idfdudon  which  had  been  juft  now  read.    He  (hould  vcn'  ftortly 
fiate  the  grounds  of  the  refolution.    In  the  firft  place  it  came  from 
an  authority  which  the  Houfc  would  certainly  refpeft  and  pay  at- 
ttmion  to.    He  meant  the  body  of  Field  Officers.    It  had  already 
itcdved  their  general  approbation.    The  mcafure  flood  in  need  of 
no  comment  from  him.    But,  as  he  had  been  given  to  under(bind 
it  was  to  be  oppofcd,  he  (hould  make  a  few  obfervations.   The  firft 
dat  (Iruck  him  to  be  a  proper  queftion  to  be  anfwcred  upon  this  cafo 
T»as  this.  Are  the  militia  dfeftitute  of  ^  fufficient  number  of  officers 
to  fcrvc  in  fubaltem  tituations  ?  If  they  were,  then  he  would  alk 
another  queflion :  Is  it  fit  that  the  militia  ihould  remain  in  that 
fituation  r  If  it  was  not  fit,  then  he  would  afk.  Is  there  a  profpcdl 
(izat  the  deficiency  will  be  fupplied,  if  fome  meafure  be  not  taken 
fcr  that  purpofe  by  Parliament  ?  Having  determined  on  thefe  quef- 
toos,  the  Houfe  would  then,  in  his  opinion,  know  all  that  was 
Bcccflary  for  determining  on  the  prefent  meafure.    The  reft  would 
be  loatter  of  detail,  and  confequently  of  difcuffion  in  a  future  ftage 
of  the  bufinefs.    He  therefore  (hould  have  had  nothing  further  tp 
&y  now  upon  tliis  fubjcft,  if  it  were  not  neccffary  for  him  to  ami- 
Qfstc  fame  objedions,  and  perhaps  to  obviate  them.    For  thi$ 
papofe  he  (hould  firft  proceed  natively,  and,  inftcad  of  ftating 
»iat  the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfc  was,  he  (hould  ftate  what 
itvasoot — namely.  It  was  not  an  encouragement  to  officers  by 
*2y  of  half-pay ;  it  was  the  revcrfe  of  that.    It  would  confine  the 
aBowance  to  fubaltem  officers,  fo  as  to  conned  it  with  the  perfonn« 
Moe  of  the  fcrvice.    It  was  to  grant  additional  pay  in  time  of  peace 
CDihofe  who  had  (eevcd  in  dme  of  war.    But  this  was  to  be  fubjedl 
to  various  conditions,  which  might  be  difcu(fcd  hereafter.  The 
principle  of  the  meafure  was,  that  none  of  thefe  officers  (hould  hav« 
liss  additional  al|pwancc  in  time,  of  peace,  who  had  not  fervcd  in 
time  of  war.    He  (hould  not  have  thought  it  necedaiy  to  fay  fo 
oudiy  if  he  had  not  been  told  there  were  fome  objedlions  to  this 
meafure. 

General  TARLETON  objeded  to  this  meafure  as  an  unconfti- 
todonai  and  an  unfair  one.  The  militia  of  this  country  were  the 
ooftinidonal  force  of  it.   THe  ftanding  armv  was  the  right  arm  of 

VOL.XLL  I        '  n  J 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Parliamentary 


A.  1795* 


ihe  Crown.  Thus  the  two  forces  difFered  eilentialty  in  their  na- 
ture ;  they  had  different  fervices  to  perform  ;  tliey  ought  to  be  kept 
•as  diftindl  as  pofTible.  This  meafure  tended, to  afiimilate  them,  and 
was  therefore  unconftitutlonal.  He  had  nothing  to  fay  againft  the 
militia ;  on  the  contrary,  he  congratulated  the  country  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  militia.  In  them  he  faw  the  true  John  Bull. — He 
wifhcd  he  could  fay  as  much  of  the  recruits — ^but  among  them  there 
were  too  many  Mr.  Slenders.  The  meafure  was  unfair,  becaufe 
the  ftanding  army,  going  through  the  fatigues  of  a  German  cam- 
paign, or  cxpofed  to  the  alternate  damps  and  heats  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  were  not  to  be  included  in  it.  It  was  unwife,  becaufe  it 
would  tend  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  tlie  ftanding  army.  If  the  fcr- 
vice  of  the  militia  was  deficient,  fome  other  ftep  ought  to  be  taken 
to  fupply  it ;  but  he  faw  no  good  fiom  agitating  this  matter  between 
the  two  fervices,  and  therefore  it  was  improper  at  this  moment. 
With  regard,  however,  to  the  deficiency  of  the  militia,  he  knew 
many  of  them  better  provided  for  than  the  army*  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  all  thofe  who  would  overleap  all  the  ^nds  of 
the  conftitution,  who  wifhed  to  unite  the  militia  and  the  army,  and 
to  make  this  country  fubjeft  to  a  military  government,  would  votr 
for  the  meafure.  But  all  thofe  who  wifhed  to  keep  the  two  fer- 
vices fcparate,  and  to  prefcrve  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conftitutton^ 
would  agree  with  him,  and  oppofe  it, 

Mr.  STx\NLEY  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fubaltems  of  the  mi- 
litia were  not  to  be  put  on  tlie  fame  footing  as  dwfc  of  the  army  on 
half-pay.    He  approved  of  this  meafure  highly. 

Mr.  BASTARD  wifhed  gentlemen  had  (nSkrtd  this  meafure  to 
be  brought  forward  without  oppofition — if  they  had,  they  would 
have  found  It  to  be  perfeftly  conftitutional.  He  was  of  opnion, 
that  the  pay  of  fubaltem  officers  in  the  militia  was  very  inadequate 
t(i  their  expcnces.  That  being  the  cafe,  the  principle  of  this  mea- 
fure was  right.  What  would  be  the  proper  remedy,  was  a  queffion 
that  might  be  difcuffed  hereafter. 

Colonel  SLOANE  faid^  that  the  militia  were^very  deficient  in 
fubaltem  officers.  The  furgeon,  the  furgcon's  mate,  and  the 
quarter  matter,  who  had  the  rank  of  officers  in  the  militia,  contrary  * 
to^  the  praSice  of  the  army,  would,  in  cafe  of  adual  fervice,  be 
obliged  to  take  off  their  red  coats,  in  order  to  perform  the  duties  of 
their  refpeSive  fituations,  fo  that,  in  fa<a,  they  were  ordy  nominal 
officers ;  .and  even)  if  the  number  of  fubaltems  was  complete,  in 
•  the  event  of  the  threatened  invafion,  there  would  ftill  be  a  <fefidency 
of  thefe  three.  He  approved,  however,  of  the  refolution  before  da 
Houfe. 
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Mr.  YORKE  faw  no  obje<Slion  to  adapting  the  refolution  of  the 
Coramitcee^  and  bringing  in  the  bill;  the  provifions  of  the  bill 
BSgbc  be  afterwards  difcufled. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSONthought  there  (hould  be  a  diftina  ground 
of  neceffity  laid  down  before  that  Houfe  fhould  think  of  altering  the 
land-marks  of  the  conftitution.  This  meafure  wquld  make  that 
alfination.  He  had  not  heard  a  fufBciei^  reafon  for  it^  and  there- 
fere  he  ihould  vote  againft  the  refolution. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  felt  as  much  gratitude  to  the  militia  for  the 
fen  iocs  they  had  rendered  to  this  country  as  any  man  in  it ;  but  he 
maft  fey,  that  to  his  mind  the  militia,  even  as  it  flood  at  prefent,, 
TO  too  much  like  the  ftanding'army,  and  therefore  he  could  not  be 
cxpeded  to  agree  to  any  meafure  that  tended  to  increafe  that  (imila- 
ri«y,  and  to  a  certain  degree  this  meafure  had  that  tendency.  This 
IRW  pretty  evident  from  the  pains  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
i(ho  opened  the  buGnefs  took  to  ftate  that  this  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  balf-pay,  but  a  provifion  for  officers  in  the  militia  in  time  of 
pcace^  IVhat  was  the  difference,  he  would  afk,  in  point  of  fub- 
flaiice»  between  half-pay,  and  a  provifion  in  time  of  peace,  for 
fervices  in  time  of  war  r  Were  they  not  tlie  fame  fubftantially  ? 
Certainly  they  were.  It  had  been  faid  that  the  cafes  of  the  fubal- 
terns  in  the  militia  were  hard ;  poffibly  they  might ;  he  daaxl  fay 
dxj  were.  But  if  the  queftion  was  to  be  confidered  feparatcly  and 
fiftindly,  then  he  would  fay,  that  a  time  of  peace  was  the  proper 
time  for  oonfidering  that  queftion.  For  here  was  an  inducement 
kitiinc  of  war,  upon  the  principle  of  half-pay,  although  not  ftri(5^1y 
to  be  fo  called,  to  officers  in  the  militia,  as  if  they  were  to  be  offi- 
cers in  the  army :  upon  that  great  ground  all  the  objedions  that  had 
beenuiged  againft  this  meafure,  applied  in  their  full  force.  ^Ho 
bd  no  doubt  there  was  a  coniiderable  difficulty  with  refpecl  to 
nifing  officers  in  the  militia,  as  he  had  heard  flated,  but  he  feared 
that  was  not  peculiar  to  the  militia  ;  the  fame  difficulty  had  occurred 
is  the  navy,  the  army,  and  all  the  branches  of  the  public  force ; 
ihat  difficulty  arofe  out  of  a  bad  fyftem  which  had  been  adopted  in 
tf^  whole  coarfe  of  our  late  armament.  Miniflers,  inflcad  of  a 
kmd  comprdicnfive  fyftem,  embracing  at  once  all  the  objefts  of 
fobBc  concern,  had  proceeded  upon  a  narrow  plan  and  defedivc 
|Qiiey.  Was  there  any  thing  wanting  in  the  army,  they  flew  im- 
Bodbrtcly  to  provide  a  remedy  for  that  particular  thing,  without 
looking  around  them,  and  taking  care  to  adopt  no  meafure  that  might 
be  injurious  to  the  navy.  So  in  all  the  other  branches  of  public 
aSufSy  diey  provided  fome  partial  expedient,  as  neccffity  pointed 
out,  widxmt  making  a  furvey  of  the  whole,  and  taking  c^c  that 


6(5  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  17? 

In  providing  for  one  branch  they  fhould  not  injure  another.  A  di 
ficultv.  had  arifcn  with  refpcA  to  the  militia  ;  was  the  Secretary 
War  able  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  that  the  fame  difficulty  might  r 
occur  with  regard  to  the  army ;  and  was  he  fure  that  this  very  mt 
furc  might  not  tend  to  create  it  ?  He  objeftcd  to  this  mcafure, 
he  had  before  faid,  on  account  of  affimilating  the  militia  to  ti 
army>  and  as  had  been  mentioned  by  his  honourable  friend  (Gcnci 
Tarleton),  the  militia  of  this,  country  ftood  upon  a  principle  di 
fcrent  entirely  from  that  which  govd-ned  the  army.  In  the  militi 
men  did  not  enter  for  the  purpofe,  and  with  a  profpcft  of  making 
fortune.  They  had  nothing  to  do  even  in  time  of  war,  but  on  tl 
event  of  the  cojn*ry  itfelf  bei^g  in  danger.  This  mcafure  was  coi 
trary  to  the  very  principl^r  on  which  the  militia  was  formed,  coi 
trary  to  the  very  principle  on  which  they  are  embodied  and  calh 
out,  for  it  was  afiimilating  them  to  a  ftanding  army,  and  thercfo 
the  Houfe  ought  to  have  confiderable  hefitation  at  leaft  in  cntcrtaii 
ing  it.  If  any  of  the  provifions  of  the  bill  fhould  be  fuch  as  to  i 
away  any  of  his  obJcAions,  he  (hould  be  glad  of  it ;  that  would  1 
matter  of  detail,  and  he  (hould  give  his  opinion  on  it  at  a  prop 
time  ;  poflibly  he  might  take  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe  in  another  ftaj 
of  the  bufinefs.  He  was  ready  to  fay,  however,  that  if  the  fcnfe  * 
the  Houfe  was  taken  now,  he  faw  enough  of  the  meafure  to  comp 
him  to  vote  agaihft  it* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  could  not  help  hofMng  th 
gentlemen  would  not  take  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  prefei 
ftage  of  the  queftion,  till  they  had  allowed  themfelvcs  to  confide 
the  fpecific  nature  and  tendency  of  the  provifion  to  be  brought  fa 
ward.  But  as  fo  much  had  been  faid  on  the  fubjeft,  he  could  rK 
refrain  from  fhortly  ftating,  why  he  (hould  not  only  fupport  the  pr< 
fent  propofitiori,  but  why  alfo  he  was  friendly  to  the  whole  of  th 
bufinefs.  If  there  was  a  great  deficiency  of  fubaltems  at  a  tim 
when  they  were  wanted,  and  if  in  the  opinion  of  feveral  refpefl 
able  pcrfons  there  would  be  a  great  difficulty  in  propuring  thcr 
at  a  period  whert  the  rteceOity  might  be  greatcft,  furcly  fome  mean 
ought  to  be  taken  to  provide  againft  the  inconvenience.  The  righ 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  would  rather  poftponc  tb 
difcuflion  to  a  time  of  peace.  It  was  rather  fingular,  that,  think 
ing  a  meafure  proper  to  be  difcufied  during  peace,  he  (hould  no 
be  difpofed  to  take  the  benefit  that  might  collaterally  refult  from  it 
adoption  in  a  time  of  war.  He  had  further  flated,  that  it  was  un 
conllitutional  to  apply  to  the  militia  the  fame  inducements  whid 
were  held  out  to  the  army.  If  this  ailment  was  to  be  admittec 
Iri  it^  utmoft  extent^  no  inducements  at  all  ought  to  be  held  ogt  tt 
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officers  in  the  militia,  nor  ought  they  to  receive  any  pay  during  tlic 
period  of  their  adual  fcrvicc.  As  the  miliria  now  ftood,  the  great 
fecarity  for  the  fcrvicc  was,  that  all  perfons  ferving  as  Captains 
were  obliged  to  be  poffcfTcd  of  certain  qualifications  ;  it  was  nccef- 
fiiry  that  they  flioald  have  property  to  fuch  an  amount  as  gave  them 
a  confiderable  flake  in  the  country.  It  was  wiflied,  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance,  to  extend  this  qualification  likewifo  to  the  fubaltcrns;  but, 
from  experience,  fuch  a  regulation  was  found  not  to  be  pradlicable. 
He  contended,  that  the  provifion  now  propofed  to  be  made  was  very 
difiercnt  firom  the  half-pay  granted  to  officers  in  the  army,  with 
which,  however,  in  the  courfc  of  the  debate,  it  had  been  fi>  often 
confounded.  In  the  firft  place,  it  was  fomc  difference  at  leaft, 
that  the  proportion  was  by  no  means  to  be  the  fame.  In  the  fe- 
cond  place,  a  more  material  diftindtion  was,  that  whereas  half-pay 
was  retained  by  officers  who  had  quitted  their  corps,  this  provifion 
was  enly  to  be  granted  to  officers  who  ftill  continued  to  ferve  in  the 
militia  in  time  of  peace.  The  duty  which  they  would  have  to  per- 
form would  be  proportionably  light ;  but  ftill  they  were  ready  at  a 
call,  and  it  was  of  confequence  to  the  country  that  the  militia 
Ihould  be  provided  with  experienced  officers  in  a  cafe  of  emei^ency. 
Befide  the  objedlions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
urged  to  the  prefent  propofition,  he  had  entered  into  a  more  general 
view  of  the  ftate  of  the  fcrvice,  into  which  he  (hould  not  now  fol- 
low him.  He  had  contended,  that  the  fervices  had  been  fo  con* 
ducted  as  to  interfere  with  one  another.  In  oppofition,  however, 
to  this  flatement,  he  could  aflbme,  that  all  the  fervices  had  been 
carried  to  the  greateft  extent,  and  to  a  degree  unexampled  at  any 
farmer  period  ;  a  prcfumption,  at  leaft,  that  no  great  detriment 
had  refulted  from  the  alledged  interference  of  one  fervice  with  ano- 
tficr.  But  if  even  the  fervices  had  been  conduced  as  had  been 
fuppofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  :t  fqrved  only  as  an  ar- 
gument againft  himfclf.  Tor  if  there  was  fo  little  temptation  for 
fubaltcins  to  enter  into  the  army,  and  ftill  it  was  found  that  the 
deficiency  of  fubalterns  in  the  militia  Was  fo  confiderable,  this  was 
the  ftrongeft  reafon  that  could  be  ux^ed  why  additional  encourage- 
ment fliould  bj^  held  but,  in  order,  if  pdTiblei  to  remedy  that  de- 
fidency. 

Mr.  COX  laid,  that  by  extending  the  propofed  provifion  only 
to  the  Enfigns,  and  a  fmall  proportion  of  the  Lieutenants,  probably 
Ac  objcd  in  view  might  be  gained,  and  at  the  fame  time  all  objec- 
tions obviated.  If  the  provifion  was  to  be  granted  to  all  the  En- 
figns and  Lieutenants,  gentlemen  of  property  would  thus  be  pre- 
luded firom  taking,  in  the  firft  inftance^  the  rank  of  Lieutenants^ 
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And  the  farther  inconvenience  would  be  incurred,  that  as  they  would 
at  once  ftep  into  the  rank  of  Captains,  the  command  of  the  com- 
pany would  devolve  upon  thofc  officers  who  had  tlie  Icaft  expe- 
rience. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  now  to  enter  fully 
into  the  bufinefs  ;  he  fliould  wait  till  he  faw  the  nature  of  that  pro- 
vifion  wltich  was  propofcd  to  be  brought  forw'ard.    He  certainly, 
however,  conddercd  the  prefent  mcafure  as  a  ftep  towards  dcftroying 
the  great  conftitutional  diftinftion  which  fubfilted  between  the  mili- 
tia and  the  army.    He  ftated  the  pay  given  to  officers  in  the  militia 
to  be  not  in  the  naturfc  of  a  remuneration  for  their  fcrviccs,  h::^^  as 
a  compenfation  for  the  expence  of  their  attendance.    He  '.•N'k  a')- 
tice  of  the  ar^gument  urged  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  iiad 
fpokcn  laft,   that  the  propofed  provifion  would  prevent  fpirited 
young  men  of  property  from  taking,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  rank 
of  Lieutenants  ;  all  the  Captains  would  be  to  be  fclefted  from  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  of  a  certain  defcription  of  property,  and 
thofe  who  were  placed  in  that  rank  would  thus  be  precluded  from 
the  benefit  of  any  previous  experience  or  knowledge  of  the  fervice. 
He  poftponed  any  further  remarks,  till  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
difcufs  the  particular  provifion  intended  to  be  made.    He  had  only 
one  obfcrvation  to  add  ;  it  was  njther  an  unfortunate  fymptom  with 
refpcifl  to  the  difpofitlons  of  the  nstion,  that  in  a  war  which  had  lb 
often  been  reprefented  as  calling  for  the  zeal,  the  fpirit,  the  exer- 
tions and  facrifices  of  the  people  in  a  greater  degree  than  any  for- 
mer contcft,  it  ftiould  be  found  ncceffary  to  hold  out  additional  in- 
ducements to  engage  men  to  enter  into  a  fervice,  where  their  af- 
fiftance  was  only  required  for  the  defence?  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  exprcffed  his  approbation  of  the  mca- 
fure in  its  fullcft  extent.  Adverfe  as  he  was  to  the  war,  as  well  as 
'  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft,  he  could  not -allow 
that  his  concluding  argument  was  by  any  means  fair,  which  made 
the  deficiency  of  fubaltcrns  in  the  militia  apply  particularly  to  die  • 
prefent  war.  The  fame  deficiency  had  been  experienced  in  former 
wars,  and  as  it  was  now  wifticd  to  put  the  militia  upon  a  refpe6t- 
ablc  footing,  in  order  to  fuit  the  emergency  of  the  occafion,  it  was 
neceffar)^  that  fomc  means  fliouId  be  adopted  in  order  to  remedy  the 
inconvenience.  He  approved  of  the  principle  of  oOnftitutional  jca- 
loufy  ;  he  wifhcd  as  much  as  any  man  to  be  aSuated  by  that  prin- 
ciple on  every  proper  occafion  :  but  the  qucftion  was  not,  as  had 
been  infinuated,  to  aflimilate  the  militia  to  the  army  ;  it  only  went 
to  introduce  a  certain  rcfemblance  for  a  particular  objcdf^  and  that 
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io(>(%ht  a  degree,  as  appeared  to  him  to  afford  no  juft  ground 
fcrthc  cxcrcifc  of  jcaloufy  in  the  prefcnt  inftancc.  With  rcfpc6l 
todScers  in  the  militia,  the  cafe  ilood  thus:  thofc  who  had  the 
Tsk  of  Captains  were  gentlemen  of  property,  who  were  fubjefled 
to  no  inconvenience  by  that  lituation,  but  continued  to  move  in  their 
mtund  fphcre :  the  fubalterns,  however,  who  were  in  different 
dicumftances,  were,  by  their  rank  as  officers,  and  the  habit  of  aflb- 
aadng  with  perfons  of  fuperior  fortune,  drawn  into  expences  which 
migfit  not,  in  every  inftance,  be  fuitable  to  their  private  income. 
It  was  equitable,  therefore,  that  they  fliould  receive  fome  compcn- 
Mon  for  Ac  inconvenience  to  which  they  were  neceflarily  f  ubjedtcd  ' 
in  the  public  fervicc.  It  was  cuftomary  to  grant  fuch  a  compenfa- 
i»  in  all  fimilar  cafes.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  the 
more  chcarfully  fupported  the  meafurc,  becaufe  he  was  perfuadcd 
tkat  Acre  was  no  body  of  men  to  whom  the  country  owed  more 
gratitude,  or  fiJr  whom  it  was  bound  to  feel  more  refpeft,  than 
diflfe  who  were  the  6bje<fts  of  the  prefent  difculfion,  the  Officers  in 
tbe  militia. 

I  General  SMITH  fupported  the  meafure.  He  faid,  that  it  ^^s 
wdl  known  to  military  men,  that  the  bed  troops  in  the  world 
be  but  of  fmall  value  for  fervice,  unlefs  they  were  properly 
officered.  So  far,  then,  from  having  an  objeftion  to  pat  the  mili- 
fia  on  the  feme  footing  as  the  army,  with  refpe£t  to  officers,  he  rn- 
fcrconfidcred  it  as  a  recommendation  to  the  meafure.    He  hoped, 

I  iKwcver,  that  by  this  allowance,  it  was  not  intended  to  fubjedt 

,  toops  ierving  in  the  militia  to  the  articles  of  war, .  except  when  dicy 

I  ^  aftuaHy  under  arms. 

j     The  rcfolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
I  *»«  Acfirft  rcfolution. 

The  bill  to  render  mort  efFetflual  the  provifions  of  an  aft  paflcd 
wtkcpitfcntfeflton,  forratfing  men  from  the  counties,  was  read  a 
*ini  time  and  pafled. 

On  the  queftion  tfiat  the  bill  to  amend  the  London  mijitia  afit 
ftodd  be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  certainly  could  not  oppofc  the 
P"»ciple  of  a  hill  to  amend  this  a£t,  fince  that  might  feem  to  im- 
plj  Aat  Ac  ad  itfelf  wanted  no  alteration  or  amendment.  So  far 
^tMsfiront  being  the  cafe,  that  he  thought  the  Ihorteft  way 
bave  been  to  have  repealed  the  aft  altogether,  and  that>  as 
^novr  flood,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  introduce  into  it  any 
^■^^^^^•fflcms  which  would  have  the  cfll'cl  to  render  it  confiftcnt  ei- 
^widi  the  chartered  rights  of  the  citizens  of  London,  or  the  de- 
■8^  of  the  qqr-    When  it  came  into  the  Committee,  he  fhould 
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try  how  far*  he  could  introduce  fuch  amendment ;  and  till  he  had 
tnade  that  experiment;  he  (hould  wave  all  idea  of  opfX)fition  ta. 
the  bill  itfelf. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com-r 
mitted  for  Monday.  ,  J 

Friday^  20th  March. 

Mr.  LONG  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  on  the  franking  bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  he  had  feveral  objeSion^ 
to  make  to  the  bill ;  but  as  he  underftood  it  was  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee merely  to  have  the  blanks  filled  up,  be  (hould  poftpone  his 
obfervations  till  the  report  was  brought  up. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  faid,  that  as  the  bill  was  framed  at  pre- 
fent,  he  could  not  give  his  affent  to  it.  It  appeared  to  him  highly 
improper,  that  the  clerks  in  the  various  public  ofEces  (hould  retain 
the  privilege  of  franking,  and  yet  that  the  Members  of  Parliament 
(hould,  in  a  great  degree,  be  deprived  of  it.  He  was  very  far  (roni 
wilhing  that  any  abufes  which  might  exill  with  refped  to  (lanking 
(hould  not  be  redrelfed  ;  but  he  thought  it  hard  that  the  Members 
in  general  (hould  fufFcr  for  the  faults  of  a  few.  Thofc  who  had 
abufed  the  privilege  ought  ta  have  their  namfs  made  public — at 
kafl  for  one  he  fliould  have  no  objedion  to  fuch  a  meafure.  With 
refpc<Sl  to  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  he  did  not  think  that  thtt 
revenue  was  injured  by  franking,  and  (hould  therefore  oppofe  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  faid,  it  had  happened  to  him  to 
frank  a  great  many  letters,  but  he  confidered  it  his  duty  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  not  to  fufFcr  his  individual  intereft  to  come  in 
competition  with  the  public  good  :  therefore  as  this  bill  was  fup- 
pofcd  likely  to  increafc  the  revenue,  he  (hould  not  give  it  any  oppo- 
iition.  He  then  alluded  to  the  country  banks,  and  to  the  convey- 
ance, qf  five-guinea  notes,  and  contended,  that  as  thefe  notes  paid 
a  fiamp-duty  to  government,  their  circulation  ought  not  to  be  (lop- 
ped, as  it  would  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  this  bill.  - 

Mr*  LONG,  in  reply  to  the  obfcrvation  refpc61ing  the  clerks  in 
the  offices  who  enjoyed  the  privily  of  franking,  faid,  that  this 
bill  gave  them  no  additional  power  of  franking,  but  merely  left 
them  that  which,  for  the  convenience  of  public  bufinefs,  they  had 
hitherto  enjoyed.  The  number  of  clerks  thus  authorifed  to  frank 
letters  were  about  one  hundred,  and  the  amount  of  the  pofhgc  for 
letters  franked  by  them  was  about  30,0001.  per  annum.  The 
number  of  bankers  pofTclTing  that  privilege  from  being  Member^ 

Digitized  by  Google 


A.  i79if. 


DEBATES. 


65 


iras  about  Ibriy,  and  yet  they  franked  letters  nearly  to  the  fame 
amount  as  the  hundred  clerks.  With  rcfpeft  to  what  had  fallen 
firom  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  he  would  only  fay,  * 
dat  the  queflion  for  the  Houfe  to  determine  was.  Whether  this 
privilege  Ought  to  be  applied  by  Members  to  commercial  purpofes 
or  not  ? 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  explained. 

Mr.  PORTER  obferved,  that  in  the  bill  then  under  confider- 
arion»  they  were  making  regulations  to  bind  the  other  Houfe  of  Par- 
Eament.  He  agreed  with  an  honourable  Member  (Mr. -Caw- 
thomc)  in  his  obfervation  refpeiting  clerks  in  office,  and  thought  it 
peculiarly  hard  thnt  they  fhould  be  more  favoured  than  Members  of 
Parliament.  It  did  hot  appear  to  him  that  the  bill  would  produce 
the  revenue  propofcd,  or  any  thing  near  it.  He  concluded  with 
oWcTving,  that  if  the  bill  paffcd  in  its  prefent  ftate,  it  would  be 
worth  the  while  of  bankers  to  employ  fome  of  thofe  privileged 
dcrks  to  frank  their  letters  for  them. 

Major  HENNIKER  fgoke  of  the  antiquity  of  the  privilege  of 
fcankir^  and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  rcfigned  lightly. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  upon 
what  ground  gentlemen  had  altered  their  fentlments  fo  completely 
upon  ihe  meafure  propofed  ;  but  all  the  obfcrvations  he  had  heard,^ 
thoQ^  they  might  widi  propriety  be  urged  in  the  Committee  agdinft 
particular  claofcs,  yet  did  not  apply  at  all  to  the  qucftion — Whether 
ihe  Wll  Ihotild  go  into  the  Committee  ?  The  only  argument  he  had 
heard  ftrof^ly  preffcd  was,  that  the  clerks  in  the  public  oflSces  were 
to  be  left  in  the  poffeflion  of  their  privilege  of  franking,  while 
IMcmbers  of  Parliament  wore  to  be  abridged  ;  and  this  was  con- 
oeircd  to  be  fo  ftrong  an  objeflion,  as  to  induce  fome  gentlemen  to 
oppofe  the  Speaker  s  leaving  the  chair.    If  that  claufe  was  wrong 
in  its  principle,  it  was  no  reafon  why  the  bill  fliould  not  be  com- 
mitted ;  for  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Committee  to  alter,  amend, 
or  wholly  to  leave  out  that  claufe,  if  it  was  difapprovcd  of.  But 
he  was  furprifcd  that  gentlemen  fhould  entertain  an  idea,  that  clerks 
in  otBce  were  more  favoured  by  this  bill  than  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment.   The  privilege  given  to  the  clerks  was  not  a  perfonal  privi- 
kgc,  but  given  merely  to  facilitate  public  bufinefs.    The  firft  quef- 
lion to  conlider  upon  this  fubjeft  was,  Whether  ihofe  clerks.abufcd 
Ac  privilege'  vcftcd  in  them  ?  He  had  heard  no  charge  of  that  kind 
wbatever  advanced.    The  next  queftion  was,  What  better  mode 
CLvid  be  adopted  than  the  prefent  ?    It  did  not  occur  to  him  that 
any  oAcr  rtgulation  would  be  more  effeftual.    All  this^howcvcr, 
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was, matter  of  conflderatbn  for  the  Committee ;  therefore  he  (hould 
give  his  vote  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  MARTIN  hoped,  that  Members  would  not  be  permitted  ti 
receive  free  any  letters  but  fuch  as  came  from  the  places  which  tHe] 
rcprefent.  '  With  regard  to  the  honour  of  the  privilege,  he  though 
no  privilege  an  honour  that  was  at  the  public  cxpence :  he  had  bcci 
glad,  before  he  was  a  Member,  and  fhould  be  glad  flill,  to  pay  fb 
the  advantage  of  corrcfpondcnce  all  over  the  country,  cfpecially  as  i 
could  be  had  at  fb  cheap  a  rate  as  that  of  portage. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  obje6lcd  to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair- 

The  queftion  being  put»  the  Houfc  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  bill,  and  a  fhort  convcrfation  took  place  on  the  claufe  fbi 
confining  the  weight  of  a  frank  to  one  ounce. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  propofcd  that  the  weight  fliould  be  tvn 
ounces.    Tlie  Houfc  divided^ 

For  one  ounce,  96.       For  two  oyijces,  12. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  unworthy  ol 
that  Houfe  to  retain  any  privilege  which  did  not  render  thenn  rc- 
fpcdlablc  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  i  and  on  this  ground  he  was  qI 
opinion,  tliat  ithe  privilege  of  franking  ought  to  be  altogether  sAxy 
lidied. 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  he  had  never  heard  a  debate  more  fcandaloufi 
than  the  prefcnt :  they  had  voted  away,  without  hefitation,  /nillions 
of  the  public  money,  but  when  the  queftion  was  to  give  up  a  mi- 
fcrable  petty  privilege,  there  was  as  much  altercation  and  debate^  39 
if  it  was  a  point  of  the  greateft  confequence. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  thought  this  was  not  a  time  ta 
give  up  any  of  their  privileges,  or  rifque  the  confequenccs  of  inno- 
vation :  the  furrcndcr  of  the  privilege  of  franking  might  tend  t% 
leUcn  their  confequence  in  the 'eyes  pf  the  people. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  profcflcd  himfelf  entirely  averfe  to  giving  up 
any  part  of  the  privilege :  it  gave  to  members  a  very  dcfirable  power 
of  conferring  favours  on  their  conftituents,  and  tended  to  keep  up 
thofe  reciprocations  of  civility  and  endearment,  which  greatly  fwect- 
ened  the  intcrcourfe  of  private  life. 

Mr.  COURTENaY  remarked  on  the  amiable  fcnfibility  of  die 
la^  right  honourable  fpeakcr,  who  fecmcd  to  Jiavc  employed  his> 
jifivilcgc  of  franking,  as  the  \K)Ct  cxprclfcs,  to 

**  Speed  ibr  foft  intcrcourfe  from  foul  to  foul. 
And  wait  a  fi^h  from  Indies  to  the  Pole." 

He  did  not,  however,  ronccive  that  any  point  of  the  public  fervtoe 
ouglit  tO:givc  wav  to  thi»  iiwmniodating  temper  ^^^flf^  ho- 
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mirable  gentleman.  As  to  the  power  of  confcning  favours,  the 
prmlcgie  of  franking  might  be  defirable  to  him  who  had  no  other 
means  of  bellowing  them  except  what  he  dcrivjd  from  that  privi- 

\  lege;  but  furely  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  from  his  high 
fituatlon  in  office,  had  an  opportunity  of  rendering  much  more  fub- 
fianrial  fervices  to  thofe  whom  he  wifhed  to  oblige. 

With  rcfpeft  to  letters  to  be  fent  free  of  portage  each  day  by  a 

;  Member,  the  blank  was  filled  up  with  the  number  10,  which, 

I  alter  Ibmc  converfation,  was  agreed  to.  The  number  of  letters  to 
be  received  by  each  Member  was  propofcd  to  be  15.  On  this 
dxa£c  a  long  and  defultoiy  converfation  took  place,  in  which  almoft 
e-v^  Member  prcfent  repeatedly  delivered  his  fentimcnts.  It  was 
Sated  that  a  fmaller  number  would  be  fufEcicnt  to  Cover  all  the  ^or- 
rcfpondence  which  a  Member  might  receive  relative  to  the  bufincfs 
of  tlx  Houfc,  and  that  to  allow  letters  to  be  received  to  the  extent  of 

I   1 5,  would  only  afford  a  partial  advantage  to  Members  engaged  in  • 
mercantile  and  banking  purfuits,  and  fo  operate  to  the  continuance 
of  that  abufc  which  it  was  flie  objcft  of  the  bill  to  remedy.  Mr. 

,  BUXTON  moved,  that  the  number  of  letters  to  be  received  daily  by 
each  Member  fhould  be  reduced  to  i  o,  on  wlilch  a  divifion  took  plac  , 
Ayes,  31.  Noes,  34. 
On  the  daufe  allowing  Public  Offices  to  cxcrcifc  the  privilege  of 
banking  as  formerly,  a  long  converfation  took  place,  with  refpeft 
to  the  abufes  praflifed  Ln  thofe  offices,  in  confcqucnce  of  which,  the 
aooual  amount  of  franks^  which  was  iu  1 784  6oopl.  had  increafed 
to  30,000!. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (lated,  that  this  claufc  might  be  left  out 
without  afFe^ing  the  objeft  of  the  Bill,  which  extended  only  to 
Members  of  Parliament. 

It  was  propofcd  by  fcvcral  Members,  that  fome  other  claufe 
fiiQuld  be  fubftitutcd,  to  check  the  abufc  which  had  been  ftatcd,  but 
was  dbje^ed  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,^  on  the  ground 
dm  they  were  not  yet  pofTeffcd  of  fufficicnt  information  for  that 
purpnfe. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  faid,  that  in  order  that  the  matter  might 
,   ftand  over  for  further  confideration,  he  fliould  move  that  the  Chair- 
man do  now  report  progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  fit  again. 
The  Committee  divided  ot\  this  motion  of  adjournment, 

Ayes,  13.        Noes,  36. 
The  Bill  being  gone  through  with  feveral  amendments,  the 
Houfc  was  rcfumcd,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received 
Wednefday  next. 
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A  petition  was  received  from  Colchefter,  in  fupport  of  the  vi- 
^rous  profetution  of  the  wan 

l*hc  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Con\mittcc  of  Ways  axifil 
Means. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  that  he  had  an  alteration  to  pro- 
pofc  with  refpeft  to  the  mode  of  levying  the  duty  on  Scotch  fpiritSy 
in  order  to  put  it  more  on  a  footing  with  the  duty  on  Englilh  fpirit«. 
This  alteration  would  be  attended  with  a  double  advantage  ;  it 
would  prevent  the  exceffive  cheapnefs  of  fpirits,  and  would,  produce 
a  confiderable  addition  to  the  revenue,  not  lefs,  he  had  calculated 
for  the  prcfent  year,  than  90,0001.  a  fum  which  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  cover  any  incidental' deficiency  in  another  quarter.  And 
from  information  he  had  received,  fuch  were  the  hopes  h(?  enter- 
tained from  this  article  of  revenue,  that  except  a  confiderable  frill- 
ing off  took  place  in  the  confumption  of  Scotch  fpirirs,  he  truftcd  that 
next  year  they  would  be  able  to  bear  an  additional  duty,  and  p  ro- 
ducc  a  ftill  larger  fum  to  the  country.  He  concluded  with  nnoving, 
that  an  additional  annual  duty  of  9I.  per  gallon  be  laid  on  the  ftUls, 
&c. — Agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  that  every  piece  of  parch- 
ment granting  infurance  on  fhips,  fhould  pay  half  a  crown  for  every 
hundred  pound,  and  two  fhillingfi  for  any  fum  lefs  than  a  hundred^ 
&c.  which  refolution  was  alfo  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  railing 
a  certain  annual  fum  on  certificates  for  wearing  hair- powder. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  it  was  at  prcfent  only  his 
intention  to  fill  up  the  blanks.  He  fliould,  however,  ftatc  the  ex- 
ceptions which  he  had  to  make  from  the  opi  ration  of  the  tax,  and 
for  which  he  propofed  to' bring  up  diftindl  claufcs  on  the  Report. 
The  firft  exception  that  naturally  fuggefted  itfelf  was^with  refpcdl 
to  all  thofe  engaged  in  the  military  fervice  of  the  country,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  army  and  the  navy ;  he  propofed  that  the  exception  (hould 
extend  to  all  fubaltern  officers,  and  to  all  officers  in  the  navy,  under 
the  rank  of  mailer  and  commander.  He  propofed  likewife,  tliaX 
all  curates  and  clergymen,  who  had  not  a  benefice  or  cftate  to  tlie 
amount  of  lool.  a  year  fliould  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of 
the  tax.  As  to  the  mode  of  colled>ing  it,  what  had  firft  been  fu^ 
gcfted  was,  that  the  certificates  ftiould  be  taken  out  from  tlic  ckrks 
of  peace  for  the  county,  but  as  thefe  were  fometimes  at  a  diftancc, 
it  appeared  more  eligible  that  they  fliould  be  taken  out  from  the  fub- 
distributors  of  Itamps,    There  would  likewife  be  a  d^ufe  reauiring 
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tk  mafters  of  families  to  g^ve  to  the  collei^ilors  of  zffcffed  taxes  an 
aocoant,  to  the  bcA  of  their  knowledge,  of  all  thofe  rcfiding  in  their 
bouics,  who  had  ufed  powder  during  the  year. 

Cobnei  MACLEOD  fuggefled,  that  in  the  family  of  a  private 
pntlcman  of  fmall  fortune,  where  there  were  Bk  or  fevcn  daugh^ 
teis,  it  would  be  a  hard  cafe  that  they  ihould  all  be  obliged  to  pay 
ibr  the  privilege  of  wearing  powder ;  it  would  be  more  equitable 
that  in  a  family  fuch  a  defcrtption,  the  tax  fhould  be  reihitfted 
k>  two  or  three.  He  aflced  whether  lawyers  wre  to  be  excepted 
bom  the  tax  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  had  nothing  to  lay  with 
zdpecl  to  the  law)-er59  but  that  the  other  cafe  put  by  the  honourble 
gendcman  had  Rruck  him  in  exactly  the  fame  light.  He  thought 
fb2t  in  fuch  a  family  it  would  be  highly  pn^pcr  that  the  tax  (hoold 
be  rritridfcd  to  two  or  three,  and  he  (hould  confuler  of  bringin^^  in 
a  daufe  f3r  that  purpofc. 

Colonel  C AWTHORNE  uiged  an  exception  in  favour  of  half- 
pay  ufhcets.  • 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faw  no  principle  upon  which  the  ev'cep- 
tioQ  could  apply  to  them  more  than  to  any  other  of  his  Maje(ly*s 
fubje6ls.     It  was  evident  why  ofEcers  in  a(^ual  fervice  were 
ccpttd^  becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  wear  hair-powder. 

General  SMITH  thought  that  the  tax  might  be  rendered  more 
producf^ivc  by  allowing  mafters.  of  f^imilies  to  compound  fox  the 
number  of  individuals  under  their  roof.  He  aiked  at  what  period 
the  tax  was  to  commence  with  refpc6t  to  young  ladies. . 

Mr-  Chancellor  PITT  confidcred  the  propofition  of  the  hotwur-- 
able  gentJcmsn  as  entirely  militating  againft-  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  If  ma&ers  of  families  were  to  be  allowed  to  comppund^  pcr^ 
ions  in  the  highcll  clafs  of  fucieties,  on  whom  the  tax  was  chiG^y 
ioiended  to  fall,  would  take  ad v^ntrgc  of  the  perm iflion  to.  gp/ off 
for  a  much  lefs  fum  than  tliey  would  be  obliged  to  pay  under  the 
picfcnt  regulations.  As  to  the  quefiion  when  the  tax  w^is  to  conv- 
JDcnce  with  refpeel  to  young  ladies,  it  would  commence  as  foon  after 
the  pafling  of  the  bill,  as  they,  or  their  friends,  ihould  decide  that 
it  was  proper  for  them  to  wear  liair- powder. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  enforced  the  cafe  of  half-pay  officer?,  who 
were  accuilomed  to  appear  as  gentlemen,  and  who  out  of  their 
fcanty  income  of  thirty  or  forty  pounds,  could  but*  ill  afibrd  to  pay  a 
guinea  for  the  privilege  of  wearing  hair- powder.  With  refpcct 
young  ladies  he  could  talk,  from  experience.  He  (lated  the  cafe 
where  a  gentleman  of  fmall  fortune  h^s  a  wife  and  three  daughters^ 
and  is  obliged  to  psy  five  guineas,  the  longer  they  remaia  uihiw[i^ 
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ried,  faid  he,  which  is  a  double  misfortune,  the  longer  will  he  be 
burthened  with  the  tax.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  inftance  fomething  Ihould  be  adopted  fimilar  to  the  jus  trium 
iiberorum  anwng  the  Romans,  and  that  a  claufe  fhould  be  inferred 
in  the  bill,  admitting  as  a  lair  cafe  of  exception  the  jus  trium  puel^ 
larum.  As  to  the  age  at  which  young  ladies  began  to  wear  Hair- 
powder,  commonly  about  the  age  of  fifteen  or  fixtecn,  they  were 
fcized  with  this  fajhlonahle  infim^iive  properftty. 

Mr.  DENT  wiftied  that  a  bill  had  been  brought  in,  which 
would  have  amounted  to  a  total  prohibition  of  hair-powden  The 
number  of  foldiers  in  the  country  amounted  to  about  1 50,000,  each 
of  whom  ufed  not  Icfs  than  a  pound  of  flour  a-week,  making  up- 
ward of  two  million  during  the  year ;  add  to  this  the  quantity  of 
wheat  employed  by  the  ftarch-makcrs,  which  amounted  to  about 
nine  million  more.    Servants  ftole  for  the  ufc  of  their  hair  the  flour 
ihtendcd  for  culinary  purpofos.    Was  it  proper  that  fuch  an  im- 
mcnfe  wafte  (hould  take  place,  when  at  this  moment  he  undcrftood 
there  was  the  greateft  danger  of  a  fcarcit)^  as  there  was  not  com  in 
the  country  to  laft  longer  than  till  June  or  July,  at  which  time  a 
large  fupply  was  expefted  ?  If  enquiry  was  made  from  the  Church- 
"wardcns,  it  would  be  found  that  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  was  greater  than  could  well  be  imagined.  He 
wiftied  that  the  effeft  of  the  prohibition  of  hair- powder  had  been 
tried  for  one  year,  as  our  fupplics  were  now  fo  uncertain,  both  from 
the  ciraimftancc  of  having  loft  Holland,  and  from  the  competition 
which^  wc  had  to  encounter  with  the  French  at  cvqry  foreign 
market. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  reprobated  this  fort  of  difcuffion  as  ver^ 
diforderly,  Jind  as  calculated  to  do  no  good,  while  it  might  be  at- 
tended witk  a  deal  of  mifchief.  He  lamented  the  prcfent  high  price 
of  com,  bqt  he  had  no  information  which  gave  liim  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend the  threatened  fcarcity  intimated  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  nor  if  he  had,  would  he  ftateanevil  to  fo  great  an  extent, 
while  he  had  only  to  propofe  fo  trivial  and  inadequate  a  remedy,  as 
'  could  be  derived  from  a  prohibition  of  hair  powder. 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  that  one  faft  could  not  be  controverted  \  that 
in  confequence  of  the  late  fevcrc  weather,  the  crops  of  next  harveft 
could  not  be  expe£led  to  turn  out  fo  favourably. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  he  had  taken  the  greateft  pains  to 
Inform  himfelf  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  danger 
of  a  fcarcity  ;  and  even  in  tliofe  places  where  there  was  at  prcfent 
moft  apparent  fcarcity,  there  were  ftill  great  quantities  of  grain  dc- 
pofited. 
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Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  wearing  powder  would  be  a  fcr- 
vke  of  danger,  if  an  idea  went  abroad^  that  it  had  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  famine,  and  that  every  man  who  came  under  the  defcrip^ 
tion  of  the  poll-tax,  would  not  only  fmart  in  his  pockets,  but  run 
the  farther  rifque  of  being  knocked  on  the  head. 

Sir  W.  RIDLEY  mentioned  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  had  the 
sQsfbrtune  to  have  fcvcn  or  eight  fervants,  and  thought  that  they 
Ibould  only  pay  half-a-guinea  for  each. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that  if  it  was  equitable  that  the  indi- 
▼idual  (hoiild  pay  for  the  gratification  of  his  own  vanity  in  wearing 
poirdcr>  it  was  much  more  juft  that  he  (hould  pay  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  diat  vanity  which  he  indulged  through  the  medium  of  others ; 
dKjfe  who  had  the  misfortune  of  keeping  feven  or  eight  fervants  ap- 
pealed to  him  to  be  th«  laA  objefts  of  compaffion  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion. 

General  SMITH  enforced  the  alignment  of  the  honourable  Baro* 
net ;  he  mentioned  the  pleafurc  which  a  man  feels  in  being  attended 
at  table  by  afprucc  powdered  footman,  and  thought  it  hard  that  he 
ihoiild  be  obliged  to  pay  fo  fcverely  for  the  gratification  of  fo  inno* 
cent  a  vanity. 

Mr-  COURTENAY  thought  no  man  more  capable  of  arguing 
philofophically  on  the  nature  of  vanity  than  the  honourable  General. 
But  fuVely  he  conceived  that  a  glafs  of  Tokay  or  Maderia  would 
seHfh  equally  well,  whether  the  head  of  him  who  prefented  it,  was 
ad,  brown,  or  white.  He  had  met  with  no  defcription  of  the 
fpedes  of  vanity  defcribed  by  the  honourable  General  in  the  writings 
of  Smith,  Hume,  or  Ariftotle ;  though  the  latter,  in  his  Treatife 
of  Ethics,  had  exprcfsly  written  a  chapter  on  thf  fubjedt  of  vanity. 
If  the  tax  induced  thofe  who  had  feven  or  eight  fervants  to  difmifa 
only  one  of  the  number,  it  would  be  a  confiderable  faving  to  them, 
and  an  advantage  to  His  Majefty's  fervicc,  which  at  prefent  ftood 
in  need  of  men.  To  have  a  number  of  fervants,  he  reckoned  in- 
deed a  misfortune,  though  not  perhaps  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it  was 
onderftood  by  the  honourable  Bar6net.  l^he  hardihip  was  on  thofe 
who  were  obliged  to  keep  a  finglc  fcrvanjC  for  neceffary  purpofcs. 
It  was  proper  that  thofe  whp  kept  a  numerous  train  fliould  pay  to 
tibe  full  amount,  in  order  that  it  might  be  (hewn  that  the  prefent 
vas  a  tax  on  luxury,  and  thofe  who  contributed  moft  laigcly,  might 
tjra  their  vanity  to  a  good  account,  froip  the  confoling  rcficdion, 
chat  they  were  fcrving  their  country. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid  that  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  acoun- 
frygemlcman  derived  no  additional  dignity,  from  the  number  of  his 
ibrraiig.  [Tlic  hair  of  thi«  honcft  and  truly  P^^^^'-^^jy'.^M^ejijte^^^ 
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ing  diveft^d  Tjf  ttcry  partick  x>f  hair-powder,  had  at  his  rifing  oc- 
cafioncd  a  conrkit-rable  degree  of  laiif^hter.]  He  would  notcompafe 
himfclf  to  a  pi^^ure  of  Vandyke,  birt  furely  tlie  heads  painted  by 
that  famous  artift  were  not  lefs  graceful  or  venerable,  becaufe  thty 
'  -wanted  the  fuppofitious  ornament,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
meretricious  tafte  of  later  "times.  He  hinlfelf  had  difcardtd  the  ofe 
of  hair-powder,  becaufe  he  was  not  fond  of  unncceflarily  contribut- 
ing to  the  fupport  of  a  war,  which  in  itfclf  he  believed  to  be  neither 
juft  nor  ncceifarv',  and  becaufe  he  would  not  in  a  momrent  of  real  or 
apprehended  diftrcfs  ftcal  one  morfel  from  the  neceflities  of  the  poof, 
to  gratify  the  (illy  vanity  of  appearance.  He  would  fitpport  the  tax 
however,  fo  far  as  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  diminifh  the  ufe  of 
hair  powder,  but  on  no  other  ground  did  it  meet  widi  his  approba- 
tion. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  remarked  with  fomc  fevcfity  on  the  ex- 
prcflion  of  an  honourable  Baronet,  with  regard  to  the  misfortune  of 
having  fcven  or  eight  fervants,  at  a  moment  when  the  poor  were  lA 
iv'ant  of  bread,  and  obliged  to  pay  nine  pence  half-penny  for  the  loaf 
which  they  had  formerly  at  fix  pence ;  and  almoft  every  neceflaiy 
of  life  in  the  fame  proportion. 

The  blanks  being  filled  up,  the  Houfc  was  rcfumcd,  and  the 
Report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Tue/day,  24th  March. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  provifions  of  the  Alien  bill,  Was  ttsA 
a  third  time,  and  paffcd. 

The  bills  for  impofing  an  additional  duty  on  receipts,  and  a  duty' 
en  infuranccs,  were  fever;illy  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
fead  a  fecond  ttme  to-morrow. 

A  petition  was  prcfented  from  Lord  GaVlies,  fetting  forth  the  cir- 
cumHances  which  had  prevented  him  from  fooner  delivering  the 
writ  for  the  declion  of  a  Member  to  fcrve  in  Parliament  for  the 
Scewarty  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  that  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
intention  than  doing  any  thing  which  might  offend  the  Houfe  0I 
Commofis. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  having  brought  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  widiout  any  perfonal  knowledge  of  the  noble  Lord, 
or  intereft  in  the  Stewarty,  merely  to  check  a  pradice  which  was 
but  too  prevalent  with  refpeS  to  Scotland,  viz.  that  of  detaining 
writs  for  the  accommodation  of  particular  election  interefts,  his  ob- 
jcA  was  now  elfe\$ited.  He  (hould  therefore  move  to  difdiaigc  the 
order  for  the  attendance  "of  the  »loble  Lord  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfc. 

General  MACLEOD  hoped  the  l^onou^tjlc^  ^Qt^gg|^Ould 
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,  bong  in  a  bill  fo  fegulate  the  mode  of  delivering  writs  from  the 

,  Hanapar  Office,  and  df'fixing  the  day  of  elcftion  for  (hires  and  dif- 
trids  of  buTghs  in  Scotland,  'where  it  was  common  to  keep  back 
both  for  the  accommodation  of  particular  interefts. 
The  order  for  the  attendance  of  Lord  Garlies  was  difchargcd. 
The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  hoped  every  returning  Officer  would 
lake  notice,  that  what  had  paffcd  on  this  occafion  would  be  no  ex- 
mfe  for  any  delay  in  the  citecution  of  his  duty.  He  took  the  op- 
pmunity^  of  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe  the  propriety  of  fome  Icgifla*. 
tivc  proceeding,  to  regulate  the  mode  of  iffuing  writs,  and  forward- 
ing them  to  the  proper  Officer*  ■ 

The  bill  for  granting  ccrtalrt  additional  allowances  to  fubalterti 
tficcrs  of  the  mt]ida>  when  disembodied,  was  read  a  firft  time,  and 

I  ixdcrcd  to  be  read  a  fccohd  time  on  Monday  next. 

I      The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Halr-powdcr  Duty  bill  was 

\   farov^fit  up. 

A  daufe  was  added,  excepting  volunteer  corps,  fo  far  as  regard- 
ed wearing  hair*powder  when  exercifing  or  on  duty  ;  a  claufe  ex- 
cmytii^  perfons  having  more  than  two  daughters  for  paying  for 
iDoie  than  two  ;  and  a  claufe,  laying  the  proof  of  a  right  to  any  of 
the  exemptions  in  the  bill  upon  the  perfons  pleading  exemption. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe,  and  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  to  the  fol-^ 
kiving  effed : 

Mr,  Speaker,  In  purfuance  of  the  notice  I  2[ave  on  a  former 
day,  I  now  rife  to  make  a  motion,*  that  this  Houfe  do  refolve  itfclf 
iaco  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  ftatc  of  the 
nation.  Such  a  nnotion  has  been  often  made  in  this  Houfe,  and  I 
bdkrve  has  fcarcely  in  any  inilance  been  unfuccefsful.  I  admit 
fome  grounds  cfUght  always  on  fuch  an  bccafion  to  be  laid  before 
die  Houfe  ;  and  unlefs  fome  matter  is  brought  forward  to  induce 
yoa  to  take  fuch  a  ftep,  unlefs  the  ftate  and  circumftan^es  of  the 
CQoncry  call  on  you  to  enter  on  this  inquiry,  I  do  not  expedt  they 
tnU  agree  to  my  motion. 

If,  in  the  courfc  of  what  1  (hall  have  to  ftate  there  may  be  many 
things  in  which  I  (hall  not  have  the  good  fortune  to  have  the  con- 
currence of  the  whole  Houfe,  I  am  confident  I  (hall  be  able  to  ftare 
one  thing,  on  which  there  will  not  be  one  dilTentient  voice.  In 
whateveir  light  men  may  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  how- 
ever much  they  may  differ  about  the  mode  of  conducing  the  prefent 
«r,  in  whatever  way  they  may  view  the  fitiiation  of  the  public 
mind  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world — whatever  may  be  their 
Cendments  on  thefc  different  topics,  they  will  all  agree  in  one  con- 
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all  odim,  in  which  it  is  mod  materiad  and  moft  important^  what 
indeed  is  always  material  and  important,  that  this  Houfe  ihoul4 
iland  high  in  the  opinbn  of  its  condituents^  and  that  it  Ihould  bi 
entitled  to  their  confidence  and  refpedt,  by  (hewing  that  rt  b  raSSf 
concerned  for  their  deareft  and  mod  valuable  interefts.  If  I  had 
nothing  elfc  to  date  oa  this  bufmefs^  1  (houl$l  diink  all  tbofe  whs 
are  impreflfed  with  that  opinion,,  and,  who  feribufty  obferving  du 
cridcal  fituation  of  mankind,  are  convinced  that  the  practical  im- 
portance of  this  Houfe  depends  on  its  being  refpcded  by  its  confti^ 
tuents  aj)road,  would,  without  any  additional  argument,  be  difpofed 
to  admit,  that  in  order  to  entitle  us  to  that  refped,  which  we  all 
wiih  to  pofTefs,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  malmainy  but  which  wc 
cannot  hope  to  enjoy  unlefs  we  defcrve  it,  It  is  incumbent  on  thn 
Houfe  to  enter  into  a  detpiled  and  ferious  examination  of  die  date 
of  the  nation.  No  man  will  deny,  that  the  dangers  that  fimound 
the  country  in  the  prcfent  crifis  are  many  and  sdarming ;  and 
$orc  it  mud  follow,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  cannot  be  faid  to 
do  its  duty,  to  do  it  faithfully  and  confcientioufly,  if,  in-  a  timeoi 
the  greated  and  mod  immin<:nt  danger,  it  gives  blind  and  implicit 
confidence  to  any  executive  government,  without  grounding  that 
confidence  on  a  thorou^,  ferious,  complete,  and  detailed  invcfti- 
gation  of  the  pad. 

I  dated  that  this  motion  has  been  made  at  different  times  in  the 
>  hidory  of  this  country,  to  which  it  is  unnecedary  to  advert*  } 
myfelf  had  the  honour  of  making  a  fimilar  motion  in  this  Houfe  if) 
the  year  1777*,  a  time  mod  undoubtedly  of  great  peril  and  danger* 
But  whoever  looks  back  to  the  events  of  that  period,  and  takes  into 
the  account  even  the  mod  unfortunate  of  them— *the  furrender  of  an 
army  at  Saratoga,  &c.— <:alamitous  as  they  were,  I  fay,  there  is 
no  man  that  looks  back  to  that  period  and  compares  it  with  diis, 
who  will  not  fee  tliat  the  dangers  which  then  threatened  this  nadon 
.  were  trifling  and  iniignificant,  that  the  lodes  then  ftidained  were  of 
no  confequence  when  compared  to  thofe  we  have  foffeied  at  this 
moment ;  and  the  contiad  will  be  dill  greater  when  we  coiOfM 
the  confequences  of  the  dangers  and  difaders  of  that  period,  with 
•   '  the  eficifts  of  thofe  recent  misfortunes  which  now  affect  evciy  pott 
of  the  Britifli  empire*    In  the  year  1777,  however,  I  thought  it 
neceflary  to  date  the  grounds  which  then  occurred  to  me  for  going 
into  a  confideration  of  the  date  of  the  nation.    And  although  the 
.  jn'ajority  of  the  Houfe,  with  whom  I  had  not  the  good  fcituoc  to 
concur^  ultimately  negatived  tiie  different  quedions  which  weft 


♦  Sec  Dcbrctt'i  Parlian^ntary  Rcgiftcrfor  1777* 

Digitized  by  Google 


A.  lygs*  DEBATES-  j$ 

hoag^  ibrward,  Acjr  thought  the  crifis  to  be  fuch,  Afttkwsnot 
fateomifig  the  dignity  or  confiftcnt  with  the  charaflcr  of  the  Houfe 
of  Gxamons,  at  fuch  an  zwfvl  and  momentous  period,  to  decline 
Ae  propofed  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  t  for  momentous 
ad  2wful  Uwidoubtedy  was,  ^ind  muft  always  be  fo  confidered  in 
iffelf,  tiiough  it  wears  an  afpeA  totally  different  when  compared  with 
ibe  motnent  at  ^iph  I  am  now  fpeaking. 

Sir,  thcttj  are  many  in  this  Houfe  who  think  that  difafFed^ton  to 
Ae  Conffitution  of  the  country  has  fpread  much  wider  among  His 
Majcfty's  fubjeSs  than  I  believe  it  has ;  many  have  been  more 
afraid  of  the  progrefs  of  new  and  French  principles  than  I  have 
ten,  becaufe  they  have  thought  them  much  more  confiderablc  in 
thdr  influeiiec  thaui  I  have  been  aHc  to  perfuadc  myfelf  they  really 
arc  At  rfie  fame  time  1  will  not  deceive  the  Houfe  nor  myfelf  fo 
fir  as  mat  to  admit,  that,  if  there  has  been  any  danger  from  the 
f»ogic£i  of  French  principles  and  French  opinions,  the  late  events 
tare  not  a  Kttfe  tended  to  hei^ten  and  increafe  that  danger.  And 
not  mcielj  all  the  events  abroad  but  all  the  meafures  which  have 
hen  adopted  at  home  have  more  particularly  contributed  to  rendei 
Ac  proTped  imminent  and  alarming. 

I  am  one  of  diofc  who  think,  not  only  that  a  majority  of  tlie 
people  {tor  that  would  ill  exprefs  my  opinion,)  but  that  the  great 
and  almoft  unanimous  body  of  the  nation,  are  full  of  loyalt}'  to  His 
Majefty^  aod  of  afiedion  to  the  Conflirudon  of  the  country :  how- 
ever, i  a«i  aUb  of  opinion,  diat  there  are  fomc  now,  as  there  have 
%ecn  at  all  times,  vfho  are  aduated  by  different  fentlments  and  dif-« 
feimt  view&  I  am  very  much  afraid  fuch  men  have  been  encou- 
raged lo  a  certain  degree  by  the  progrefs  of  tlic  French  arms  on  the 
Gxitincnt,  though  in  a  much  higher  degree  by  the  conduct  of  Mi- 
nifters  at  hcxne.  The  confcquenee  has  certainly  been,  that  thcfc 
principles  and  opini(His  have  rathef  gained  than  loft  credit  in  this 
ocRintry  ;  and  this  danger,  which  is  daily  and  hourly  incrcaling,  has 
aiifen  not  from  plots  and  confpiracies,  the  exiftence  of  which  I 
have  never  thought  well  proved,  but  from  a  general  opinion  that 
Ae  Houfe  of  Commons  are  not  the  rcprefentativcs  of  the  people  of 
Ei^nd  ;  by  which  I  do  not  meanrthat  they  are  not  returned  by  the 
po^e,  but  that  they  are  not  even  virtually  their  reprefcntativdl ; 
that  they  do  not  fincerely  feci  for  the  calamities  of  the  people  of 
finglaad  ;  and  that  they  do  not  take  that  lively  concern  in  their 
comibrt  and  happinefs  wluch  their  tituation  calls  on  them  to  take* 
If  Ibdi  an  opinion  has  gone  forth,  and  if  there  is  too  much  rcafoit 
to  fufpcift  that  it  has  made  a  confiderible  iniprefTton  on  the  publitf 
nbd,  what  aigument  can  be  fo  (Irong  in  fupporc  of  fucb  an  opiru« 
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28  to  afllbrd  thofe  "who  have  adopted  it  an  opportunity  to  fay,  Cai 
you  believe  that  the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain  is  what  you  hafi 
been  taught  to  efieem,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  whU 
you  boad  it  to  be^  when  at  a  time  of  the  mod  critical  importanoc| 
of  the  moft  alarming  danger,  and  when  the  condud  of  the  Execudvi 
Government,  whether  culpable  or  laudable,  has  been  attended  will 
the  greateft  calamities,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  can  fit  ftill  withotii 
inquiry,  without  even  knowing  the  (late  of  the  country,  and  wkhoU 
calling  to  an  account  (I  do  not  mean  for  punifhment)  the  Executivi 
Government;  for  the  moft  marked  failure  of  meafures  that  cva 
happened  to  any  Executive  Government  at  any  period  of  our  hiftoiy  i 
I  fay,  this  argument  is  of  great  weight.    If  it  (hould  appear,  at  9 
moment  when  the  opinion  of  the  country  feems  to  be  material]) 
changed ;  if  at  a  period  when  many  are  for  negociation,  when  manj 
.  who  were  formerly  convinced  of  the  jufticc  and  neceflity  of  the  war, 
though  ftill  adhering  to  their  original  fentiments,  yet  have  fo  fair  al<« 
tered  tlieir  riews  as  to  tliink  there  ought  to  be  an  immediate  attemp( 
at  negociation,  and  are  willing  at  prcfcnt  to  confider  as  no  obftacln 
of  treaty,  many  of  thofe  circumftances  which  they  formcrFy  though! 
incompatible  with  the  fecurity,  the  dignit)',  and  /he  honour  of  Great 
Britain  : — if  at  fuch  a  period  as  this,  I  fay,  we  fhould  find  thai 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ftill  continue  the  fame  blind  and  implicit 
confidence,  and  do  not  appear  to  be  adluatcd  in  any  degree  by  the 
comnK>n  opinion  of  the  public,  but  perfevere  in  laying  burdens  on 
their  conftituents,  and  taking  meafures  which  will  render  indifpen- 
fably  neceftary  ftill  heavier  burdens  ;  if  the  Houfe  do  all  this,  with- 
out even  inquiring  how  far  the  money  they  have  hitherto  voted  away 
has  been  fpent  for  the  advantage,  the  honour,  and  fecurity  of  Great 
Britain ;  without  regarding  how  many  oceans  of  blood  have  been 
made  to  flow,  and  how  many  millions  of  money  have  been  expended ; 
I  fay,  if  all  this  is  fo,  I  wi(h  to  know  what  I  am  to  anfwer  to  the 
enemies  of  the  BritiHi  Conftitution.    I  M'ifh  the  King  s  Minifters  to 
furnifh  me  with  arguments  to  combat  in  favour  of  fuch  a  condudtj 
I  wifli  them  to  tell  me,  how  f  am  to  contend  that  the  Britiih  Con^ 
ftitution  is  the  moft  perfcdt  of  all  Conftitutions,  and  the  Britiih 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  bcft  fcjurity  for  the  rights  and  libenies  of 
lite  fubjeft.    The  obvious  argument  in  the  mouth  of  the  enemies 
of  our  Conftitution  is  this,  How  can  that  be  good  which  produces 
ciFcdls  fo  bad  ?  And  how  can  that  Government  and  that  Conftitu- 
tion be  good,  which  can  fufFer  fuch  failures  in  its  adminiftration  to 
.  pafs  withbut  puniflimcnt,  and  not  only  without  punilhment,  but 
,    without  inquiry  ?  VVhcn  this  Houfe  can  fit  as  indifferent  and  un- 
(^onccrnca  fpedators  in  the  midft  of  a  fituation  admitted  on  all  hands 
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Id  be  the  moft  iinpottant  and  moft  critical  that  ever  exifted  in  the 
annals  of  the  country,  I  afk  what  I  am  to  fay  to  this  Houfe,  and 
to  my  conftituents  in  vindication  of  this  Houfc,  if  they  continue  to 
ftftiiy  the  fame  fupinenefs  which  they  hitherto  have  done  ?  If  I 
have  nothing  to  fay,  if  I  have  no  anfwer  to  make,  how  can  we  re- 
I    fift  the  oonclufion,  that  that  fyftem  cannot  be  good  which  in  practice 
'    is  bad,  and  where  the  failures  are  even  greater  than  in  thofe  Go- 
vemments  that  are  more  arbitrary  ?  The  defence  of*  the  Britifh  Con- 
ftttutkxi  which  I  have  always  ufed,  has  been  a  pra<Stical  defence ; 
that  the  Britith  Conditution,  though  not  tallying  with  the  theories 
of  diis  man,  or  the  notions  of  that  man,  has  produced  fubftantial 
happineis  to  tlie  people.    Such  I  confider  to  be  the  true  defence  of 
Ac  Britiih  Conilitution  :  take  away  that, .  and  I  am  at  a  lofs  on 
wbat  ground  to  fland,  and  how  I  am  to  anfwer  thofe  who  deiire  me 
Id  look  at  the  ^nii^ce  of  the  prefent  moment.    An  Executive  Go- 
vernment, I  queftion  not  now  whether  good  or  bad-*an  Executive 
Government  above  two  years  has  proceeded  on  a  plan,  whether  ori- 
ginally  jaft  or  not,  I  am  not  now  deciding— has  incurred  an  expehc« 
beyond  the  example  of  all  former  times,  has  occaiioned  an  eiFuiion 
of  human  blood  beyond  all  former  periods,  has  recommended  a  fy- 
ftem  to  be  adopted  for  the  attainment  of  certain  obje6ls  :  that  fyftem 
has  been  purfued,  confidence  has  been  placed  in  them,  and  now, 
at  the  end  of  more  than  two  years,  we  are  confeffedly  farther  from 
every  cbjeA  that  was  held  out  to  us,  than  when  we  firft  engaged  in 
dik  war.     Every  plan  has  failed,  and  has  turned  againil  us ;  and 
tins  is  the  fjrftcm  I  am  to  defend  on  the  ground  of  the  pradHcal  good 
it  has  produced.     I  afk,  what  would  be  the  cafe  of  a  Conftitution 
pradically  bad  ?  Would  it  not  be  precifely  and  cxadly  the  fame  ? 
•Is  it  not  one  of  the  moft  powerful  arguments  againft  the  Govcrn- 
mcQt  of  any  country,  that,  provided  the  Prince  is  fatisfied,  no  fai- 
I      lores  will  be  called  in  queftion,  and  the  Adminiftration  may  with 
impunity  be  conduced  upon  principles  the  moft  hoftile  to  the  intcrcfts 
of  die  people  ?  If  that  be  one  of  the  cJiarges  brought  agiiinft  arbitrary 
Governments,  which  perhaps  is  not  univerfally  true,  for  the  moft 
defpodc  Princes  have  fomctimcs  been  obliged  to  difmifs  their  Mini- 
Ikrs  when,  in  confcquence  of  their  grofs  mifconduct,  they  have 
iDufed  the  indignation  of  the  Public  ;  if  fuch  a  charge  be  applied  to 
Great  Britain,  and  if  it  is  poflible  for  an  Adminiftration,  whether 
from  mifconduft  or  otherwife,  to  produce  fuch  a  feries  of  difgraces, 
dtfafters,  and  calamities  as  we  have  experienced  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  war ;  if  we  are  to  have  pcrfons  at  the  head  of 
j       affairs  under  whofc  management  calamity  follows  calamity  ;  if  fuch 
HQ  Adminiftration  can  be  fuffcrcd  to  cidft  in  tliis  country,  except 
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after  a  foiemn  and  diligent  inquirf,  which  may  prore  thdr  eaie  to 
be  an  exception  to  the  common  rule,  then  one  of  the  mod  fcriotis 
accuCitions  againft  arbitrary  Governments  is  applicable  to  that  Con* 
ftitution  under  which  we  live ;  I  mean  fo  far  as  regards  the  pscfem 
Adminiftration,  and  not  the  perfonal  liber^  of  the  fubjedt,  which 
|g  not  now  under  confideration. 

I  (hould  think,  therefore,  if  I  did  nothing  but  ftate  to  the  If  oufe» 
what  it  is  not  neeeiTary  that  the  Houfe  (hould  hear  from  me,  namely, 
that  we  have  been  upwards  of  two  years  engaged  in  war,  that  all 
our  plans  have  failed,  that  ail  hope  is*  loft,  and  that^  in  point  of 
fa6t,  the  enemy  againil  whom  we  thought  we  were  aAing  conjointly 
with  all  Europe,  are  ftronger  in  credit  and  reputation  than  they  were 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  have  at  this  moment  gained 
more  than  the  wildeft  invaginations  of  thofe  wl^  dmve  us  into  it 
ever  afcribed  either  to  their  ambition  or  to  their  principles— mom 
tlian  ever  entered  even  into  the  minds  of  the  mod  ambitious  of  the 
French  monarchs  in  former  days  to  attempt ;  I  lay,  I  (hould  think 
this  quite  ground  enough  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  enter  into  a  con-^ 
lideration  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation.    But  J  will  not  confine  my-* 
felf  to  this  general  atgument.    The  (late  of  the  nation  divides  it* 
felf  undoubtedly  into  many  difierent  branches  ;  and  I  am  pcrfe6^]y 
fure,  if  I  were  to  tire  your  patience  and  exhauft  my  own  (hength, 
as  far  as  it  is  poflible  for  me  to  do,  I  (hould  (KU  be  compelled  to 
omit  many  circumilances  which  are  clofely  connected  vdih  this  {vb- 
jed.    I  (hall  endeavour,  tlierefore,  to  ftate  fome  few,  which  I 
<ieem  to  be  moft  material ;  and  if  the  Houfe  duly  confider  them, 
I  cannot  conceive  that  any  man  in  this  Houfe  can  go  out  of  it,  and 
fay,     I  have  done  my  dutj^  I  have  difcharged  my  truft  faithfully 
and  confcientioufly  to  my  conftituents  and  my  country,"  and  at  the 
iatne  time  rejed:  an  inquiry  into  the  prefent  (late  of  the  nation. 
The  (late  of  the  nation,  as  I  have  juft  faid,  is  moft  undoubtedly 
to  be  confidered  in  various  lights.    Firft  of  all,  as  to  pur  own  re- 
fources  with  rcfpefl  to  men  ;  with  rcfpcdl  to  nwney  ;  and  vnth  re- 
fpeft  to  the  ufing  of  thofe  men  and  tjiat  money  for  the  purpofes  of 
the  war  ia  which  ^e  are  now  engaged*    But  thefc  idburces  of  men 
and  money,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  arc  to  be  ufcd,  are  not 
only  to  be  confidered  by  themfelves,  but  we  are  likewifc  to  confider 
from  whence  thofe  refources  flow— the  fta^  of  population,  manu- 
faiSures  and  commerce,  and  general  profpcrity  of  the  countrj'. 
When  we  have  done  this,  we  muft  go  next  into  a  eonfideration  of 
qur  connexions  abroad.    We  muft  take  a  furvey  of  our  allies, 
the  dependence  tliat  may  be  placed  on  them ;  the  fituation  of  thofe 
3 
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aBies»  and  die  probability  both  in  rdpcA  to  their  will  and  their 
paver  to  ady  and  to  ferve  the  coRunon  caufe. 

Sir,  in  mj  opinion^  even  when  thcfe  points  are  conildered,  there 
aie  odiers  of  equal  importance  which  remain  to  be  difcufled  :  I 
mean  with  refped  to  die  principles  on  which  we  have  hitherto  car- 
ried on  this  war,  and  on  which  we  are  likely  to  continue  to  canjr 
it  on.    It  is  material,  when  we  are  engaged  in  a  war,  particu- 
farij  of  this  kind,  wtuch  has  been  qualified  by  fo  many  diflerent 
cpidietSy  and  on  which  the  eyes  of  mankind  are  (b  peculiarly  fixed  ^ 
it  is  material,  I  fay,  that  in  fuch  a  war  we  (hould  invariably  maifw 
tain  the  chaiadtcr  of  moderation,  humanity  and  juftice,  without 
which  it  is  impoffible  that  we  (ho^  alfo  fupport  the  diarader  of 
vigour  and  exertion,  of  wifdom  and  prudence*    Thefe  are  part, 
and  noC  the  leaft  important,  of  the  refources  of  a  country^  They 
are  inpmtant  in  another  view,  bccaufe  it  is  efTenttal  to  coniider 
whedwr  we  have  carried  on  the  war  with  juftice  and  vigour,  with 
viTdom  and  pmdence :'  and  though  I  hope  and  believe  the  contrary 
will  turn  out  to  be  thie  cafe  ;  yet  if  it  appear  that  the  war  was  not 
only  juft  in  its  origin  (which  for  the  fake  of  argument  I  (hall  fup- 
pofe  for  a  moment),  but  that  we  have  zQed  in  the  profecution  of 
it  vigoiDoily  and  wifely,  then  I  am  afraid  the  refult  will  be  com-^ 
jklc  dcfpair.    If  our  condud  in  the  management  of  the  prefent 
war  has  been  marked  with  vigour  and  wifdom,  and  we  have  been 
more  than  two  years  exhaufKng  our  refources  ineffediually ;  I  wifh 
ID  know,  if  ncidier  from  a  change  of  meafures  nor  a  change  of 
Qoondls  I  have  any  reafon  to  look  for  better  fucccTs  in  the  future 
operations  of  this  war  (which  I  hope  and  truft  will  not  turn  out  to 
be  true)  ;  I  wiih  to  know,  I  fay,  what  other  inference  I  can 
diaw  bat  that  of  abfolute  irremediable  defpair  ?  If  that  be  the 
cafe,  the  refult  of  an  inquiry  into  the  fhue  of  the  nation  will  be, 
d»t  confidence  ou^  to  be  given  to  the  King's  Minifters.  For 
bowcver  calamitous  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  the  country  may  be,  if  it 
was  brought  about  without  any  £iult  of  theirs,  undoubtedly  confi- 
dence ought  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  them.    But  even  in  this 
eafe  an  inquiry  will  be  material,  becaufe  it  will  lead  to  a  difcover^ 
of  die  true  caufcs  of  our  failures,  and  of  the  prefent  diftrefies  of 
die  Gountrf ,  and  prove  the  necefTity  of  abandonir^  the  purfuit  of 
an  objefi  whidi,  experience  has  taught  us,  cannot  be  obtained. 
The  inquiry  will  be  even  advantageous  to  Minifters,  by  (hewing 
ftat  th^  have  adcd  with  juftice,  wifdom  and  vigour,  in  the  fteps 
tducb  chey  have  taken,  though  they  have  been  unfortunate  in  the 
rcfuk.    But  if  it  turns  out,  as  I  fufpe^  it  will,  that  Minifters  have 
aqt  a£bd  acoocdtng  to  any  of  the  principles  I  have  x'U>w  ftatcd  i  if 
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they  have  rtcithcr  a6led  with  jufticc  and  humanity,  nor  with  wif* 
dom  and  vigoui;  then  it  is  poflfible  that  the  object  may  ftill  be  ob^ 
tained,  though  the  means  mud  be  varied.  But,  as  I  have  already 
iaidy  if  Minifters  have  adcd  with  judice  and  vigour,  then  the  re« 
fult  muft  be  perfect  dcfpair ;  and  it  belongs  to  this  Houfe  to  foros 
Minifters,  if  they  are  unwilling,  to  abandon  for  ever  an  objed, 
which  a  period  of  upwards  of  two  years  has  proved  to  be  unattain* 
able.  For  that  objcdl,  which  experience  has  (hewn  cannot  be  ac- 
compliOied  by  ordinary  means,  muA  be  bad,  and  ought  to  be  na 
longer  purfued* 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpcSt  to  the  firft  branch,  I  have  premifed^ 
that  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  ftate  with  accuracy  to  the  Houfe  the 
lofs  of  men  in  this  conteA ;  and  if  the  Houfe  goes  into  a  Committer, 
I  (hould  certainly  wi(h  to  have  laid  bcfoxe  the  Houfe  a  complete 
and  accurate  return  of  the  lofs  of  men  (ince  the  cemmencement  of 
the  prefent  war. 

Firft,  with  refpeft  to  the  lofs  of  the  Briti(h^  sis  the  moft  im- 
portant part  of  the  fubjeft,  we  have  had  a  paper  *  laid  before  us 
this  fefTion,  which,  from  what  appears  on  the  face  of  it,  cannot 
poifibly  be  correft.    I  have  compared  it  with  other  accounts,  on 
•which  I  admit  I  have  not  the  higheft  reliance,  thofe  detailed  in  the 
London  Gazette ;  and  I  find  a  coniiderable  difference  between  the 
lofs  of  men  as  ftatcd  in  the  Gazette,  and  that  in  the  paper  which 
now  lies  on  your  table.    The  paper  upon  your  table,  by  giving  a 
return  of  the  privates  only,  and  by  omitting  to  give  any  return  of 
the  officers,  ferjcants,  drummers,  &c.  diminiflies  our  lofs  in  ap- 
pearance, at  leaft  one  tenth.    TJiere  are  alfo  lolfes  mentioned,  al- 
though perhaps  not  fpecified,  in  the  Gazette,  of  which  no  return  is 
to  be  found  in  this  paper.    There  is  one  general  item  to  which  I 
wifli  to  advert ;  an  account  of  a  coniiderable  lofs  about  the  9th  of 
May,  and  of  which  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  in  the  paper  upon 
.  your  table'.    I  have  heard  there  was  fome  lofs  of  Britifli  at  Nicu- 
port :  Briti(h  ftandards  were  taken  at  Valenciennes  and  Condc ; 
and  therefore  there  muft  have  been  lofs  of  Britith  troops  alfo'in  that 
quarter.    The  lofs  at  Bergem-op-Zoom  is  not  enumerated  in  this 
account.    I  mention  thefe  circumftances  to  (hew,  that  if  any 
gentlemen  wifti  to  confole  themfelvcs  with  the  idea,  that  there  was 
no  lofs  of  men  during  the  laft  campaign,  except  what  appears  ftom 
the  paper  on  the  table,  they  deceive  diemfelvcs  moft  grofsly ;  and 
there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  fuppofe,  Minifters  have  concerted 
among  themfelves  to  make  the  lofs  of  Britifli  appear  lefs  confidef- 
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I  ^thsin  it  feally  is*  I  have  feen  returns,  which  I  believe  to  be 
[  a^icntic,  which  make  the  number  of  Britifli  in  the  month  of  Sep. 
tobcr  laft  26,000  men.  Now  are  there  any  hopes,  when  that 
anav  lhall  come  home  (and  the  fooner  it  comes  home  the  better,) 
I  tiot  the  lofs  out  of  that  number  will  not  be  much  greater  than  we 
bve  been  tau^t  to  believe  r  Arc  there  any  hopes  that  half  of  that 
jBoka  will  return  ?  A  lift  of  the  wounded,  killed  and  mifling, 
villDotbe  fufiicient,  becaufe  undoubtedly  in  every  army  there  is 
mai  mortality  not  included  under  what  is  generally  called  the  lofs 
of  men ;  therefore,  indead  of  calculating  the  lofs  from  the  num- 
laof  killed,  wounded  and  mifling,  wemuft  examine  the  general 
btE  of  d>e  army.  We  mud  compare  its  numbers  at  different  pe- 
riods, and  include  mortality  of  every  kind.  We  muft  not  only 
kok  to  the  army  in  Flanders,  but  we  muft  look  to  our  army  wherc- 
wit  is  Iktioned,  whether  in  Flanders,  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft 
Indies,  or  on  the  Continent.  '  We  muft  alfo  attend  to  th^  number 
of  itouits  that  have  been  enlifted  fincc  the  commencement  of  the 
iwfcnt  war,  and,  by  comparing  the  nu^nber  of  thefe  and  the  gene- 
nlflatc  of  the  army  at  different  times,  judge  from  a  view  of  the 
vUeditumftances  what  has  been  the  real  lofs  of  men.  If  you 
feUw  this  method,  which  I  take  to  be  the  only  juft  mode  of  cal- 
culation, then  I  believe  you  will  find  that  the  lofs  of  men  fuftained 
fflAis  war  has  been  fuch  as  will  make  every  thinking  man,  who 
any  thing  of  the  population  of  this  country,  refledl  very  fe- 
'Bofl?  whether  we  can  afford  to  fubftitute  new  armies  for  the  old. 

But  we  ought  to  afcertain  not  only  the  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifli 
»»jr  and  navy,  but  alfo  the  lofs  of  all  troops  in  Britifti  pay.  When 
^  aniclc  conges  to  be  ftated,  I  believe  you  will  find  the  lofs  to  be 
greater  than  that  of  the  Britifh.  That  lofs  it  is  evident  muft 
^*ifebc  taken  into  the  account.  But  this  is  not  all.  If  you 
^*^r  that  this  is  a  war  in  which  we  cannot  adl  but  through  the 
"^ium  of  great  continental  alliances,  it  becomes  a  moft  material 
of  this  coniideration  to  (iate  alfo  the  lofs  of  our  allies.  Is  it 
^Knot  true,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign  only,  there 
''"^red  prifoners  of  war  to  the  French  republic  more  than 
^>ooo  tncn?  -  If  this  be  true,  ought  it  not  to  induce  a  Britifli 
l^'wfc  of  Commons  to  go  into  this  inquiry  before  we  proceed  further 
J^*  war  which  has  brought  fo  many  calamities  upon  all  who  have 
W  any  (hare  in  carr}'iiig  it  on,  and  which  has  exhauftcd  fo  much 
''^^aid  treafurc  ?  Ought  we  not  to  go  into  a  Cpmmittee  of  In- 
1  tofatisfy  ourfdvcs  of  the  real  extent  of  Britifh  population, 
afcertain  whether  the  country  is  able  to  bear  fuch  draii)s  of 

"^fcr  the  puipofes  of  war?  If  we  go  into  this  inquiry,  I  will 
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venture  to  affert,  that  I  fpeak  far  below  the  truth  when  I  fay,  that, 
during  the  laft  campaign  only,  mure  than  60,000  men  of  all.dc- 
fcriptions  have  furrendered  to  the  republic  of  France.  We  all 
know  that  it  is  fuppofed,  and  I  hope  it  is  true,  that  this  countrf 
has  of  late  years  incrcafed  very  much  in  population.  That  incrcafc, 
however,  has  not  been  in  proportion  to  its  increafe  of  wealth  and 
profperity.  I  beg  leave  to  have  recourfe  to  fome  documents,  which 
have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  to  give  us  information  with  refpcfl: 
to  the  plan  lately  adopted  for  manning  his  Majcfty's  navy.  From 
thefc  documents  (upon  which  I  fuppofe  we  may  rely)  we  have  an 
account  of  fafts  which,  to  many  perfons,  may  appear,  as  undoubt- 
edly they  appear  to  me,  fomewhat  furprifing.  From  the  account 
contained  in  thefc  papers,  we  find  that  the  whole  number  of  houfes 
in  Great  Britain  now  paying  taxes  to  government  docs  not  matedally 
differ  from  the  number  of  houfes  paying  taxes  to  government  in 
1777,  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  during  which  we  are  fuppofed 
to  have  advanced  fo  much  in  point  of  wealth  and  fplendor.  I  know' 
that  many  perfons  rcjedi  this  account,  and  fay  it  cannot  be  true, 
becaufc  it  is  contrary  to  general  obfervation.  Now,  with  refpec^  to 
houfes  paying  taxes,  it  moft  certainly  is  corred ;  and  it  may  be 
aflced,  whether  die  great  increafe  of  houfes  of  late  is  of  fuch  as 
pay  taxes,  or  of  cottages  of  the  lower  fore  which  are  exempted  ?  I 
have  another  obfervation  to  make  on  this  paper.  I  immediately 
turned  my  eye  to  thofe  places  where  I  conceived  that  the  population 
had  moft  incrcafed.  I  looked  at  Middlefex  and  Lancafter,  and  I 
found,  according  to  this  paper,  that  the  increafe  there  has  been  con- 
fiderable,  and  llkwifc  in  fome  other  places ;  but  that  in  other 
counties  of  Great  Britain  this  incrcafc  fcems  to  be  balanced  by  a 
general  decrcafc ;  and  therefore  the  paper  on  the  table,  though  not 
wholly  to  be  relied  on,  is  not  wholly  to  be  rejeSed.  The  increafe 
in  the  two  counties  of  Middlefex  and  Lancafter,  which  I  have  juft 
mentioned,  confirms  the  accuracy  of  the  ftatement.  The  refult . 
then  fcems  to  be,  as  I  have  already  faid,  that  the  population  of 
Great  Britain  has  not  incrcafed  in  proportion  to  its  apparent  .wealth 
and  profperity,  and  that  it  cannot  aflford  to  repair  the  lofs  of  .bkod 
which  it  has  already  fuffercd  by  the  war. 

But  it  may  be  (aid,  his  Majefty  has  other  dominions  from  whidi 
rcfourccs  of  men  may  be  procured :  I  particularly  allude  to  Irdand,  . 
to  which,  before  I  fit  down,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  adven.  • 
There  is  no  one  circumftance  in  which  our  fitter  kingdom,  from  her 
happy  connexion  with  this  country,  is  of  more  importance  than  in 
the  number  of  men  Which  flic  fumiflies  to  the  army  and  navy  of 
Great  Britain  in  time  of  war ;  and  if,  by  any  ftrange  and  crodkcd 
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poikjr,  that  countiy  Should  be  alienated  in  aflledion  from  this,  and 
Icfc  that  zeal  which  has  commonly  marked  and  diftinguiftied  her  in 
the  public  cayfe— I  fay,  if  any  ftrangc  or  mifguided  policy  ftiould 
usfortonatcly  produce  fuch  an  cfkS:,  it  is  obvious  that  all  the  ob- 
farvadons  I  have  made  on  the  population  of  this  country,  and  its 
inadequacy  to  fupport  fuch  a  ruinous  war  as  that  in  which  we  arc 
now  engaged,*  all  thefe  arguments  will  be  ftrcngthcncd  to  a  degree 
vhich  tfaofe  who  arc  not  well  acquainted  with  this  fubjcS  can 
icaicely  conceive. 

The  next  article  of  rcfource  which  I  mentioned  is  that  of  money. 
We  have  now  in  the  courfe  of  this  war  funded  fomewhat  above 
50,000,000!.  and  when  wc  add  to  that  the  increafe  of  unfunded 
dd)t,  wc  (hall  find  wc  have  already  incurred  an  expcnce  of  between 
fiay  and  feventy  millions ;  I  truft  I  fhall  not  be  thought  to  have 
mxiflatcd  it,  by  any  man  who  has  paid  the  leaft  attention  to  the 
iitjed.  We  have  for  that  purpofe  raifed  taxes  of  a  permanent  fort 
of  about  3,000,0001.  fterling  per  annum.  I  do  not  affefl  to 
fyeak  with  pcrfedl  accuracy  and  corrednefs  upon  this  fubjecl ;  but 
Ac  pennanent  taxes  of  this  country  which  have  been  impofed  in 
CDn(eqiicnce  of  the  prefent  war,  canriot  be  at  this  rtoment  much 
kfe  than  three  millions  fterling.  Now  it  is  faid,  though  the  per- 
Banent  taxes  of  the  country  have  been  increafed  in  order  to  fupply 
Ac  exigences  of  the  ftate  ;  yet  they  are  not  fuch  ta^es  as  will  be 
6k  fevcrely  by  the  poor ;  they  arc  not  fuch  taxes  as  will  be  felt  bf 
4e  people  in  general.  How  far  fome  of  them  have  been  well  fe- 
hAcd  or  not,  is  a  queftion,  on  which  I  (hall  not  take  up  the  time 
rf  die  Houfc.  I  fliail  only  obfervc,  if  they  are  neceflar)',  they  muft 
fc  borne,  unlefs  others  that  are  better  can  be  fubftitufid  in  their 
^cc.  But  to  fay  that  the  taxes  of  laft  year,  and  particularly  thofc 
rf  the  prefent  year  will  not  fall,  and  fell  with  terrible  weight  on 
*c  middling  ranks  of  the  people  of  this  country,  who  are  the  great 
ii^pancrs  of  the  ftate,  is  to  fpeak  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
bua&m  of  the  countiy.  It  is  true,  as  has  been  faid,  that  it  is 
'fropcr  to  tax  luxuries  and  vanity  in  preference  to  the  neccflaries  of 
ifc-  It  is  proper  to  tax  heavily  the  higher  orders  of  focietj',  be- 
■Oafe  they  are  well  able  to  bear  the  burden.  But  it  has  been 
"6lfely  fuppofcd,  that  in  proportion  as  the  rich  are  taxed  the  poor 
«t  relieved.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  countrj',  thofc  taxes  which 
kllioifiers  call  taxes  on  luxuries  fell  very  heavy  indeed  on  the  moft 
lUincioas  clafs  of  fodety,  and  confequcntly  muft  fall  with  peculiar 
fitffnre  aa  the  pooreft  clafs.  The  idea  of  impofing  taxes  which 
Ad  £ril  upon  one  clafs  only,  and  ftiall  in  no  degree  be  felt  by  the 
however  plaufible  and  fpccious  it  may  appear  in  theory,  is 
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in  fad  an  idle  dream.    We  cannot  hy  a  tax  on  the  poor  that  w 
not  fell  on  the  rich  ;  and,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  it  is  not  poflible 
impofc  a  tax  on  the  rich  which  will  not  be  felt  by  the  poor. 

We  have  therefore  contrad^ed  near  feventy  millions  of  new  dc 
in  the  profecution  of  the  prcfent  war,  which  has  produced  near  thi 
millions  per  annum  of  permanent  taxes  to  be  paid  by  the  inhabi 
ants  of  this  countrv.  But  let  us  admit  for  a  moment  that  th< 
three  millions  are  not  a  burden  too  heavy  for  the  people  to  beer- 
if  this  war  is  to  go  on,  let  me  a(k  the  right  honourable  gcntlcm; 
oppofite  to  me,  whether  he  has  confidered  of  the  abfolute  neccfli 
of  impofing  burdens  for  the  next  campaign  to  as  great  an  amoui 
and  poflibly  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  any  which  this  count 
has  yet  experienced  ?  P'or,  if  the  w:ar  goes  on,  our  burdens  mi 
neceffarily  incrcafe  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  its  duration.  L 
it  not  be  faid  in  anfwer  to  this,  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  ei 
thereof."  This  is  not  an  anfwcr  fit  for  a  ftatcfman  to  ufe,  and 
not  the  anfwcr  which  a  Britifh  Houfc  of  Commons  groaning  und 
an  intolerable  load  of  taxes  ought  to  receive.  This  Houfc  cug 
to  look  to  tlie  probability  of  fu  urc  expenditure.  We  ought  to  cs 
culate  on  the  continuation  of  the  war,  and  to  confidcr  what  are  tl 
refources  by  which  it  is  to  be  fuppottcd.  We  ought  to  confid 
how  fer  the  people  of  this  country  are  able  to  bear  more  taxe*,  ai 
how  fer  the  different  branches  of  ourlradc  and  manufactures  are  c 
pable  of  fupporting  additional  durics ;  for  that  more  will  be  nec< 
far}'  in  the  gourfc  of  the  next  year  is  what  no  man  will  difputc.  I 
not  all  thefc  circuniftanccs  inconteftably  prove  that  it  is  the  bounA 
duty  of  this  Houfe  to  go  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  prefent  ibtc 
the  country,  and  to  prove  to  our  conftituents  and  the  country 
large,  that,  as  we  have  not  fpared  their  blood  and  their  treafui 
fo  we  fliall  not  fpare  our  own  labour  or  our  own  refponfibiiity  r 
is  only  by  entering  into  this  inveftigation,  and  by  comparing  d 
objedl  with  the  means,  that  we  can  determine  whether  we  ought 
renounce  the  objeft,  or  change  the  means  by  which  the  objcd  is 
be  obtained  ;  or  whether  we  are  to  continue  the  fame  hopclefs  objc 
with  the  fame  hopclefs  means  ;  whether  with  the  fame  adminiftr 
tion,  with  the  fame  advifers,  we  are  to  perfevere  in  a  fyftcm  whi< 
has  hitherto  produced  nothing  but  the  greateft  degree  of  misfortui 
and  mifery. 

It  is  faid,  however,  that  our  refources  are  fupported  by  the  tra( 
and  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  thefe  arc  in  a  moft  flo' 
rilhing  condition.  In  order  to  fee  how  fer  this  affertion  is  w< 
founded,  let  us  a  little  examine  the  ftatc  of  the  trade  and  manufo 
tures  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  firft  of  its  manufe^res.    I  wiih 
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lefer  to  thofe  countries  where  the  manufaftures.  of  Great  Britain  have 
bcrti  carried  to  the  greateft  perfedion,  and, to  know  of  thofc  gentle- 
men who  are  infinitely  better  acquainted  with  the.ftate  of  thofe  coun- 
ties than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  what  their  opinion  is  with  refpeft  to 
thofc  manufa<5hires,  and  what  effedl  the  prefent  war  has  had  upon 
diem.  'I  wifli  to  know  of  thofe  gentlemen,  whether  the  manu- 
fedures  have  not  been  moft  materially  injured  by  the  war ;  and 
whether  the  circumftance  of  their  appearing  to  have  fuffcred  lefs  laft 
ycir  than  in  the  year  preceding,  was  not  owing  to  our  gaining  the 

.  poffeflion  of  tlie  French  Weft-India  idandf.  I  wifh  to  know  whe- 
ther this  \v2ts  not  one  of  the  fortunate  circumftances  which  had  the 
tSe&  to  afford  a  temporary  relief,  but  to  the  duration  of  which  wc 
cannot  look  with  any  rcafcnable  profpe<ft.  If  we  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee, we  (hall  have  laid  before  us,  of  courfc,  accounts  with  re- 
gard to  the  general  exports  of  the  country.  We  beard  cn  a  former 
<iHy,  when  the  right  honcnrable  gcnt4tman  opened  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  year,  accounts  given  of  the  amount  of  the  exports* of 
Britiih  manufactures  in  the  years  1792,  1793,  1794.  We  were 
then  told  that  the  amount  of  Britifli  exports  in  the  year  1792  was 
upwards  of  eighteen  millions  fterling — ^l^hat  the  exports  of  Britifti 
numufaflures  in  the  year  1793  were  lefs  than  thofe  of  the  year 
1792,  by  the  fum  of  four  millions — and  that  the  exports  of  Bri- 
tiih mmufjftuTcs  in  the  year  1 794  exceeded  thofe  of  1793  by  two 
millions,  and  confequently  were  only  two  millions  (hort  of  1792. 
Now  the  Ibfs  of  the  firft  year  of  the  war  being  two-ninths  of  the 
whole  exports  of  Britiih  minufadures,  muft  ftrikc  at  the  very  nx)t 
rfour  commerce.'  This  is  a  lofs  which  muft  imprefs  every  man, 
and  muft  go  to  afFeft  the  very  bafis  of  our  profperity.  The  pircum- 
fiance  of  the  exports  pf  Britifh  manufadures  laft  year  being  two 
RiiUions  more  than  they  were  in  1793,  is  eafily  to  be  accounted  for. 

!  I  appeal  to  thofc  gentlemen  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  com- 
n^ial  diftri<fts  of  the  kingdom,  whether  it  was  not  in  a  great  mea- 
farc  owing  to  the  fanguine  fpeculations  of  fome  gentlemen  in  confc- 
quenceof  our  lately  acquired  poffcfliorts  in  the  French  Weft- India 
jflands.  I  would  afk  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  county  pa- 
latme  of  Lancafter,  what  has  been  the  diminution  of  populaticm 
fincc  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  I  have  feen  papers 
mjfdf,  the  contents  of  which,  if  this  inquiry  goes  on,  I  (hall  ftatc 
^thc  Houfe.  According  to  thofe  pj^pers,  the  diminution  of  popu- 
lation and  of  manuf;u3ures  in  Mancheftcr  and  its  neighbourhood 
^  to  a  degree  that  would  aftonifli  the  Houfe.  We  have  no  very 
*^te  nwde  in  Great  Britain  of  afcertaining  the  population  of  the 
Wc  have  no  better  method  than  by  taking  the  number  of 
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marriages  and  baptifms.    t  have  feen  papers  with  regard  to  a  great 
number  of  pariflies  in  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  county  I  have 
mentioned,  Lancafliire ;  and  the  ftate  of  diminution,  taken  from 
a  calculation  of  marriages  and  baptifms,  is  in  feme  places  one  half, 
in  others  one  third,  and  in  none  lefs  than  one  fourth  ;  but  in  all  a 
ccnftant  diminution  ;  and  in  the  laigcft  parifli  of  Manchcftcr,  the 
dimination  is  eftimatcd  at  one  half  ;  that  is,  reduced  from  an  hun- 
dred to  fifty,  and  that  to  a  number  fo  large,  as  to  make  the  total 
diminution  of  the  inhabitants  amount  to  about  twelve  thoufand. 
That  this,  (hould  be  the  confcqucncc  of  the  war,  is  exceedingly  na- 
tural.   But  I  would  alk  the  Houfe  whether,  when  we  are  rifking 
every  thing,  and  whert  the  very  exiftence  of  the  country  is  at  (lake, 
it  does  not  become  them  to  afcertain  the  truth,  which  can  only  be 
done  by  an  inquiry  into  the  true  ftate  of  our  population  and  of  our 
manufadtures,  inftead  of  trufting  to  the  abfurd  and  idle  expreffions 
of  the  inexhauftible  refourdcsof  the  country  in  wealth  and  popula- 
tion.   The  information  we  might  receive  from  a  ferious  inquiry  into 
the  real  ftate  of  our  population,  might  induce  us  to  change  our 
means,  or  perhaps  to  change  our  objed. 

Now,  Sir,  another  part  of  the  refourccs  of  tliis  country  is  our 
trade  and  commerce,  as  diftinguiftied  from  our  manufadures  With 
refpeft  to  the  trade  of  this  country,  when  I  made  a  motion  laft  year 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduft  of  the  Admiralty  ;  after  taking  cc  n- 
fider.ible  pains  in  ftating  a  great  variety  of  inftanccs,  where,  as  I 
conceived,  the  Admiralty  were  highly  negligent  of  their  duty  in 
protecting  the  trade  of  the  countr}',  I  received  this  (hort  anfwer — 

Look  to  the  low  rate  of  infurance."  Having  found  that  to  be  an 
argument  fo  powerful  with  tliis  Houfe,  I  took  fomc  pains  to  inquire 
into  the  ftate  of  infurance,  and  (hall  ftate  fome  circumftanccs  cn 
this  fubjeft,  which  appear  to  me  to  afford  fufficicnt  ground  for  going 
into  this  inquiry.  It  may  be  fuppofcd  that  the  motion  refpc<Sting 
the  Admiralty  might  give  rife  to  an  opinion  among  the  underwriters, 
that  it  would  induce  Miniftry  to  be  a  little  more  attentive  to  the  pro- 
tctftion  of  our  trade  in  future,  fo  as  to  make  the  rifk  fomewhat  lefs. 
I  am  not  now  deciding  whether  that  be  true  or  falfe  ;  but  it  certainly 
was  calculated  to  keep  down  the  rate  of  infurance.  The  fa<S, 
however,  is,  th;  t  infurance  from  that  time  has  been  uniformly 
fifing,  until  it  has  come  to  its  prcfent  moft  enormous  rate  \  a  rate 
fo  enormous,  as  the  Houfe  may  perhaps  ftnd  fome  difficultj'  to  be- 
lieve, till  the  faft  (hall  be  afcertained  by  an  inquirj'.  At  prefcnt, 
i^iifurance  from  this  tountry  to  Jamaica,  and  to  the  other  part*?  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  with  all  the  alliances  we  poflTefs,  is  as  high  as  it 
was  in  the  late  American  war,  wlien  this  country  had  to  contend 


Digitized  by 


A,i795*  DEBATES.  87 

wh  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  America.  With  fb  many 
jCTFcrs  in  confederacy,  and  France  now  our  lingle  enemy,  infurance 
to  the  Weft  Indies  is  as  high  as  it  was  at  that  time  when  we  had 
()  many  powers  leagued  againft  us,  and  when  the  fleets  of  France 
^  Spain  united  were  confeffedly  fuperior  in  number  to  the  fleets  of 
Great  Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  Mediterranean  trade,  ftrange  to  tell !  at  this 
period,  after  all  that  we  have  expended  on  the  fleet  there,  iitfurance 
to  that  quarter  is  much  in  the  fame  iituation  as  it  was  during  the 
hftwar. 

With  rcfpeS  to  the  trade  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  prcfcnt 
ntc  of  infurance  will  appear  to  be  as  high  as  I  have  now  ftattd  it. 
Wish  rcfpefl  to  the  ftate  of  our  trade  with  Spain,  I  undcrftand  that 
it » totally  flopped  with  fome  qf  the  ports  of  that  country,  on  the 
pmA,  that  infurance  is  fo  high  that  the  trade  cannot  be  carried 
oa.  The  infurance  from  Great  Britain  to  Bilboa,  or  to  Barcelona, 
isfiwn  twenty-five  to  thirty  guineas  per  cent.,  and  what  adds  to 
Ai*  is,  that  merchants  are  not  only  obliged  to  infure  the  cargo,  but 
alio  the  premium  on  it,  othcrwife  it  was  clear  they  would  only  re- 
ctivc  70I,  in  the  hundred :  admitting  the  premium  to  be  from 
t»ent)r-fi\'c  to  thirty  guineas,  the  real  rate  of  infurance  muft  then 
Ik  from  thirty-fix  to  thirty-feven  per  cent.  Now,  whether  it  is 
pcffible  that  the  trade  of  this  or  of  any  other  country  can  fupport 
a  rate  of  infurance,  is  for  thofe  who  are  better  acquainted  with 
fubjcd  than  I  am,  to  explain.  But,  when  you  find  trade, 
**fi<icrcd  as  the  principal  fource  of  revenue,  thus  aflfeded  by  infu- 
it  then  becomes  a  matter  of  material  confideration.  I  be* 
^wnotnde  whatever  can  go  on  with  this  rate  of  infurance,  and 
^^^creforc  another  mode  has  been  adopted.  Owing  to  this  high  in- 
fi^e  Co  Spain  and  Portugal,  a  great  part  of  our  manufadlures  have 
'^^fcntto  Hamburgh,  and  from  thence  have  been  conveyed  ih 
*atral  vcflTels  to  Spain  and  Portugal.  The  fame  fatality  that  has 
^**>nipanicd  cVery  part  of  the  war  has  been  felt  here  ;  the  price  of 
»nfarance  between  this  country  and  Hamburgh,  which  was  for* 
^riy  only  one  or  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  has  now  increased  to  ten 
pcent.  I  have  ftated  infurance  all  along  as  if  it  were  now  as' 
PO'ias  at  any  former  period  ;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe,  for  rcafons 
*hid\  I  have  already  afligned  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  trade  of  infu- 
^  is  now  almoft  totally  ruined. 

There  is  another  circumftancc  to  which  it  is  very  material  to  ad- 
^   Formerly,  when  this  fubjcdt  was  before  the  Houfe,  fafls 
ftated  to  (hew  that  infurance  was  not  only  very  low,  but  alfo 
It  was  cxtupmely  advantageous  to  the  underwriters .    But  is  not 
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the  fa<a  dl  redly  (he  reverie  now  ?  Has  not  the  credit  of  the  undcr^- 
writcrs  been  greatly  dimini(hed  in  confequcncc  of  the  loiTes  they 
have  lately  fuftaincd?  Although  individual  undcrvv^riters  may  be 

•  found,  who  will  underwrite  policies  at  feven  per  cent.,  merchants 
are  willing  to  pay  companies  ten  per  cent,  on  account  of  their  fupe* 
rior  fecuritv.  So  low  is  the  credit  of  the  underwriters.  This 
clearly  (hews  that,  high  as  the  premium  is,  it  has  not  been  high 
enough  to  infure  the  underwriters.  I  mention  thefe  fafts  with  rc- 
fpcS  to  infurance,  becaufe  without  them  my  argument  would  have 
been  incomplete.  I  have  not  .ftatcd  the  prefent  rate  of  infurance» 
with  any  view  to  (hew  how  ill  our  naval  force  has  been  employed 
for  the  protedlion  of  our  trade  ;  but  I  have  Rated  it  with  this  fingle 
view,  to  prove  that,  by  ^he  high  price  of  infurance,  there  is  every 
ftafon  to  believe  that  trade  and  commerce,  the  great  bafis  on  which 
your  revenue  and  poiw*er  ftand,  are  afFeSed  in  a  coniiderable  degree, 
and  therefore,  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  confider  the 
real  ftate  in  which  we  ftand  at  prelent,  in  order  that  we  may  know 
our  wcaknefs  as  well  as  our  ftrength,  before  we  proceed  farther  in 

,  this  ruinous  fyftem. 

I  now  come,  Sir,  to  confider  of  the  next  point  to  which  I  alluded 
—I  mean  our  connedions  with  other  nations.  Surely,  it  is  hardly 
credible  that  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons  (hould  fo  far  forget  their 
duty,  as  to  vote  away,  of  the  public  money,  fums  never  before 
heard  of ;  and  perfift  in  the  profecution  of  a  war,  without  even 
knowing  whether  you  have  any  allies,  or  if  you  have,  who  dicy 
are  ;  what  are  their  iituation  and  circumftances  ;  what  their  abili- 
ties and  inclinations.  It  is  material  for  this  Houfe  to  know  who 
the  allies  of  this  country  are.  I  have  frequently  afkcd  the  ri^t  ho- 
nourable gentleman  queftions  with  rofpecl  to  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  but  I  have  never  received  any  fatisfeftory  anfwer. 
Is  the  King  of  Pruflia  an  ally  of  this  country,  at  this  moment,  or  not  r 
Am  I  to  take  it  for  granted,  without  giving  myfelf  the  trouble  to 
inquire,  whether  fo  material  a  perfonage  is  or  is  not  our  ally  f  I 
know  he  was  your  ally  by  treaty  in  1 7  88  ;  I  know  he  was  your  ally 
by  convention  in  1793;  and  farther,  that  he  was  your  ally  by  fub- 
fidy  in  1 794  :  but  I  a(k  whether  he  is  your  ally  at  this  moment  i 
I  wifh  to  a(k  this  queftion — Did  the  King  of  PruflTia  fulfil  the 
treaty  *  for  which  the  fubfidy  was  granted  ?  If  he  did,  why  was  it 
difcontinued  ?  If  he  did  not,  ought  not  this  Houfe  to  be  apprifed 
of  his  breach  of  faith  r  Ought  not  this  Houfe  to  be  informed  of  the 
moment  iq  which  he  ceafed  to  be  our  ally  i    It  is  indifpcnfably 
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I  wotSbxjy  for  the  honour  of  this  country^  that  thisvHoufe  (hould 
I  lave  a  pcrfefl  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs  ;  for  without 
:  that  knowledge  we  cannot  pafs  a  judgement,  we  cannot  declare  an 
opinion,  on  the  condu£t  of  the  King  of  PruflTia.    If,  when  we  go 
iiHD  this  inquirf  9  we  (Jiall  find  that  he  has  kept  his  eagagementt 
I  vidi  this  country,  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  do  juftice  to  that  much* 
iojurcd  Monarch.    But  if,  as  I  fufpe£l,  he  has  not,  is  it  not  fit 
tlat  diis  Houfe  (hould  call  to  account  the  Xing's  Minifters  for  hav- 
ing iquandered  away  fuch  inlmenfe  fums  of  the  public  money  ?  An 
inqoiiy,  in  every  point  of  view,  will  be  produdlive  of  advantage  ; 
for,  by  going  into  a  Committee,  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  fee  di(tin<5lly 
^rfaether  the  King  of  PrufTia  has  fulBlled  his  treaties  ;  and  if  he  has, 
I  am  fure  this  Houfe  will  be  difpofed  to  do  ample  juftice  to  fo  good 
a  Prince.    But  if  the  contrary  (liall  turn  out  to  be  the  cafe  ;  if  it 
appear  that  he  has  notorioufly  &iled  in  the  performance  of  his  en- 
pgements — is  it  not  material  that  this  Houfe  (hould  declare  its  in- 
!  <fignation  at  fuch  a  conduft  to  its  conftituents,  and  to  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  (hew  that  they  will  not  tamely  fuffer  themfelves  tp  be 
k  played  iipon>  and  fo  duped,  by  any  Prince  in  future }   If  the 
;  Ki^gof  Prullia  is  no  longer  an  ally  of  ours,  what  becomes  of  his 
I  fxhor  treaties  ?  Let  me  remind  the  Houfe,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
j  ^  to  fend  into  the  field  62,000  men,  but  you  were  only  to  pay 
fcr 30,000  men.    In  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  1 788,  he  was 
ttfiirra(hyt)U  with  3 2,000  men,  without  any  additional  fubfidy  ; 
[  «tat  then  has  become  of  that  treaty  ?  We  readily  gave  a  fubfidy  to 
I  *c  King  of  PruflTia  to  farnifh  us  with  30,000  men.    He  was 
;  hxmd  by  a  fonncr  treaty  to  furnifh  us  with  ;J 2,000  men  for  no- 
ting; but  it  now  turhisout  that  we  have  not  only  loft  the  30,000 
BttiTO  fublidifed,  but  we  have  loft  alfo  the  32,000  we  were  to 
bve  for  nothing,  in  virtue  of  his  previous  engagements.    You  give  . 
^  millions  more  than  you  originally  ftipulated  ;  but  inftead  of  re- 
caving  more,  you  lofe  the  whole.    Now  I  alk,  is  fuch  conduft 
to  be  borne  ?  and  are  we  to  be  told  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
\  dalliance  with  regular  Governments,  and  of  the  dependence  to 
W  placed  on  the  regular  Government  of  PruflTia  ?    France  is  not  a 
wgolar  Government,  and  we  have  heard  much  of  the  danger  of 
teting  in  any  (hape  with  her :  but  PruflTia,  you  were  told,  you 
■ay  rely  on  ;  and  the  refiilt  has  been,  that  inftead  of  having  what 
ftipulated  and  paid  for  in  the  laft  inftance,  you  lofe  what  you 
1  *at  entitled  to  by  previous  agreement.    And,  notwithftanding  diis 
%rant  condu<S  of  the  King  of  PruflTia,  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
confents  to  fquander  away  the  wealth  of  this  country,  to  lofe 
*c  whole  army  fuppofed  to  be  purchafed  by  it,  merely  becaufe  the 
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Minider  chufcs  to  fay  he  is  not  informed  of  the  particulars  of  th 
breach  of  that  treaty.  The  quenion  now  is,  whether  this  natxt 
is  to  be  inquired.into  or  not  ?  The  Miniller  adds,  that  even^  admit- 
ting that  the  King  of  Pruflia  has  not  fent  into  the  fidd  the  antitc! 
he  undertook  to  fend,  it  is  not  thence,  in  fairnefsof  reafoning,  tob< 
inferred,  that  our  other  allies  will  not  be  faithful  to  their  engage* 
iticnts,  I  have  heard  it  alTerted  in  this  Houfc,  that  the  King  ol 
Pruflia  continued  to  execute  a  part  of  his  ftrpulatiun  for  a  condcfo 
rable  time,  and  that  the  paynient,  on  our  part,  was  difcontinud 
when  he  failed  in  the  performance  of  his  engagement.  It  was  at 
ferted  by  an  honourable  Baronet,  that  the  |Wt  he  a<9ed  waa  nwR 
beneficial  to  th.e  common  caufc,.  than  if  he  had  ftriAly  and  literallj 
conformed  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Let  this  curious  aflTcrtion  he 
inquired  into  and  nfccrt.iined.  If  it  (hall  he  proved,  let  the  Houfe 
do  tlicir  duty,  and  rentier  jullico  to  that  ill-treated  Monarch;  fel 
them  declare  that  Miniftcrs  l\avc  a8ed  towards  hin)  with  treachciy 
and  injuftlce  ^  or  if  not,  Itt  them  do  jurtice  to  Minillers,  and  de- 
clare that  their  con:1u<S  has  been  wife  and  upright* 

But,  Sir,  at  this  moment  I  hzve  no  pcrfc6):  means  of  infiMim- 
tion  as  to  what  we  have  to  look  for  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.—* 
I  have  rcid  in  fome  of  the  newfpapers  that  the  King  pf  Pruffia  1$ 
fending  a  large  army  to  the  Rhine,  and  in  others,  that  he  confidcn 
the  Rhine  as  a  prc^r  boundary  for  France ;  it  was  faid  that  he  wat 
marching  towards  Weftphalia  againft  the  French,  and  by  othci^ 
that  he  was  marching  againft  the  allies..  We  ought  to  know  prc- 
cifely  the  truth.  I  wiih  to  know  what  probability  there  is  that  he 
will  be  our  ally,  or  that  he  will  be  bur  enemy,  or  that  he  will  tc* 
main  in  a  ftatc  of  neutrality  r— What  dcdnan^s  have  been  made 
from  this  countr)'  with  a  view  to  an  explamatitMi,  and  in  ^iw* 
manner  has  he  treated  the  applications  of  the  Briti(h  MinkftfV  fet 
that  purpofe  ? — 1  want  to  know  what  communications  have  pafWr 
and  what  rcmonftrances  have  been  made  ;  for  remenftranees  iwlft 
have  been  made,  or  Minifters  muft  hav^  grofely  negleded  their  diiv. 
The  treaty  of  1788  was  a  defend ve  treaty.  France  dedared  war. 
againft  us  ;  and  therefore,  fay  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  we  were  forced  into  tlie  war  by  their  aggreflfon.  t 
confefs  I  fhall  doubt  their  fincerity,  unlefs  they  have  calted  upoti 
the  King  of  Pruflia  to  perform  his  treaty.  Although  His  Majcfty** 
Miniftcrs  might  fay  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  We  have  been  at- 
tacked by  France,  and  therefore  call  upon  you  to  aflift  us,  agrceaWf 
to  your  tnraty,"  tlut  Monarch  might  have  replied,  "  No ;  I 
better,  though  you  have  procured  a  confiding  Parliament  to  fay  fo  I 
you  were  the  aggrcflbrs,  and  therefore  1  am  not  ^und  i^  confc- 
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fKDce  of  my  treaty,  which  was  only  dcfeniive,  to  furnith  ^ou  with 
3O1O00  men."  I  a/k  die  Britiih  Houfc  of  Commons^  whether 
%  can  fo  far  hill  their  confciences  to  reft,  and  fo  fcandaloufly  be- 
iBf  didr  oonftkuentSy  as  to  go  on  m  thefe  circuniibnccs,  without 
{aqairing  what  the  condud  of  the  King  of  PruiTia  has  heen  to  this 
QomtiT,  and  Fedprocally  what  our  condud  has  been  to  him.  I 
nra  the  Houfe  of  die  miichief  which  may  follow,  if  they  thus  go 
« IB  the  profocution  of  the  war,  without  taking  the  means  to  come 
Da  dedfioa  upon  this  fubjed. 

There  is  another  anfwer  which  may  poflTibly  be  made  by  the  King 
rfProfiia,  in  vindication  of  his  condu^,  and  which  would  explain 
iheafatkm  of  the  honourable  Baronet.  He  may  fay,  "  The  ob- 
jcdef  this  war  was  not  the  faving  or  gaining  of  this  or  that  parti- 
ttlar  province,  the  capture  of  a  town,  or  the  recovery  of  a  fortrefs. 
Ttieobjedof  it  was  the  fuppreflion  of  thofe  Jacobin  principles  that 
iwfcibvcrting  all  r^lar  Governments."  He  may  fay,  (as  had 
heniiated  by  the  honourable  Bardnet)  "  I  have  done  better  for  you 
daayoa  have  done  for  yourfelves.    It  was  eiTcntial  to  crufh  Jaeo- 

principles  in  Poland,    You  fou^it  for  morality,  religion,  and 
ikoRlerof  (bciety.    I  fought  to  fupprefs  thofe  anarchkral  prin- 
Q;dcs  which  went  to  the  deftrudlion  of  all  regular  GoverrMTicnts.— 
Wb©  was  of  the  greatcft  fervice  to  the  common  caufe~he  that  took 
t  Kwn,  a  city,  a  fortrefs,  or  an  ifland — or  he  that  prevented  Ja- 
^  tthtn  principles  from  taking  root  in  Poland,  and  da(hed  the  cup  of 
rifii^  freedom  from  the  lips  of  that  abominable  people  The 
.ifeudion  of  even  one  man— the  deftrudtion  of  Kofciufcko— who 
ty  his  diaxader  gave  credit  fo  the  caufc  of  libertj',  and  by  the  ar- 
Axir  of  his  zeal  animated  the  facred  flame  in  every  congenial  bofom 
tna^Mxit  Europe— what  fignified  the  recovery  of  Flanders,  or  the 
iwfcnration  of  Holland,  to  the  capture  of  Kofciufcko  f— The  dc- 
Irafiion  of  this  man,  and  with  him  of  the  feeds  of  growing  liberty, 
;  Wed  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  real  caufe  of  the  confederacy, 
An  any  cD-opcration  with  their  troops,  wkich  might  have  been 
*t  means  of  faving  Holland  or  of  recovering  Brabant.     If  fo,  the 
•wntTv  ftiQuld  know,  through  the  medium  of  tliis  Houfe,  that  His 
l^cfty's  Minifters  have  advanced  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
*»tlic  King  of  Pruflia,  to  enable  him  to  fubdue  Poland  ;  for  with- 
ttovr  afiiftance,  Ke  could  not  have  efFc6)cd  what  he  has  done  in 
cauntry  ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  employed  in  that  quarter,  he 

•WM  have  done  as  much  for  the  common  caufc  ogainft  France  as 
has  done,  which  is  jujk  nothing.    Docs  it  not  become  us  to  in- 

fttrc  into  this  bufinefs,  id  order  that  we  may  drive  dilgracc  froni 
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The  King  of  Pruffia,  I  fuppofc,  is  no  longer  to  be  confidercd  as 
oiir  ally ;  but  if  he  is — I  have  fpoken  of  his  inclination— ?ct  us 
now  look  to  his  ability,  and  confider  how  far  he  is  to  be  depended 
upon.  From  an  authentic  paper,  I  find  him  ftating  to  the  Diet  of 
the.  Empire  his  (ituation  ;  in  which  he  declares  it  is  utterly  impoT* 
fible  for  him  to  continue  this  war.  He  announced,  about  twelve 
months  ago,  that  he  had  aftually  begun  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  Rhine  homewards,  on  the  ground  of  his  incapacity  (in  a  pecu* 
niary  point  of  view)  to  fupport  fuch  large  armies  ;  and  he  continued 
to  withdraw  his  troops  until  he  received  afliftance  from  us.  It  is 
therefore  c)ear,  that,  without  additional  pecuniary  aid  from  this 
country,  whether  willing  or  unwilling,  he  is  totally  incapable  of 
profecuting  the  war  ;  and  therefore,  if  we  are  to  look  upon  him  as 
an  ally,  he  muft  be  fubfidixed  of  hired  ;  nay,  poflibly  we  may  bo 
obliged  to  purchafe  his  neutrality — and  even  in  that  cafe,  I  know 
not  but  he  may  make  you  j)ay  for  every  man  of  his  troops.  There- 
fore, wheriier  you  look  on  the  King  ©f  Pruffia,  as  I  do,  as  much 
more  likely  toaffift  the  French  than  to  co-operate  with  you,  at  all 
events  you  muft  confider  him  as  a  perfon  gone  off  from  the  alliance, 
and  wholly  to  be  bought  anew.  I  fliall  therefore  no  longer  confider 
him  as  an  ally. 

I  now  come  to  our  great  friend,  the  Emperor.  I  am  told  that 
it  is  moft  unjuft,  indeed,  toreafon  from  Pruffia  to  Auftria,  or  from 
Leopold  to  Francis  ;  and  that  the  prefent  Emperor  is  a  perfonage  of 
unfuUied  integrity  ;  that  we  are  not  to  judge  of  him  from  the  cha- 
ra£tcr  of  fome  of  hi$  predeceffors  ;  and-  that  wc  are  to  confider  the 
Court  of  Vienna  as  completely  unblemifl^ed  in  point  of  honour.—* 
We  find  that  the  Emperor  has  made  declarations  nearly  to  the  fame 
cfFeft  as  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  In  the  declarations*  pub- 
liffied  by  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  he  fays  to  the  people  of  Germany, 
"  You  muft  take  your- plate  from  your  tabic — you  muft  take  your 
plate  from  your  altars— you  muft  collc6l  all  your  valuables,  whe- 
ther profane  or  facred— you  muft  put  all  the  property  you  polTefs  in 
a  ftate  of  requifition  ;  for  without  fuch  extraordinary  exertions,  the 
Emperor  cannot  carry  on  the  war."  But,  it  may  be  faid,  we  will 
enable  him  to  come  forward  with  a  large  force,  by  granting,  in  aid 
of  his  refourccs,  a  loan  of  four  or  fix  millions.  Now  if  the  Em- 
peror, cither  from  inclination  or  inability,  ftioiild  fail  in  his  engage* 
mcnts,  and  ftiould,  contrary  to  his  character  of  good  faith,  ncgledl 
to  perform  his  treaty,  we  have  not  even  that  miferable  tic  on  him 
which  we  had  on  the  King  of  Pruffia.    When  the  Emperor  ceafoi 
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to  perform  his  treaty,  we  cannot  flop  our  payments,  becaufe  the 
Emperor  fays,  "  Give  me  it  all  at  once."  Our  money,  therefore, 
is  abfolutely  ncccffaiy  to  enable  him  to  flir  in  the  firft  inftance  ; 
and  therefore  if,  from  either  want  of  ability  or  any  other  circum- 
fiance,  he  fliould  fail  to  perform  his  treaty,  it  is  moft  obvious  that 
I  Ac  whole  money  which  we  advance  him  muft  be  totally  and  irreco- 
voably  loft.  And  farther,  if  fo  large  a  fum  is  neccffary  to  enable 
his  Imperial  Majefly  to  ad  in  the  prefcnt  campaign,  will  not  an 
*  qual  or  a  larger  fum  be  wanted  for  the  next  campaign,  if  the  war 
ibould  continue  ?  And  therefore  gentlemen  muft  clearly  fee  that  the 
vhde  of  the  expence  and  burden  of  the  war  will  fall  on  this  mife- 
nble  andidevoted  country.  At  the  period  we  entered  upon  this 
war,  we  were  promifed  the  affiftance  of  all  Europe  ;  and  now  it  is 
Jound  that,  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  months,  the  whole  burden  of 
die  war  devolves  on  Great  Britain. 

But  we  have  other  allies — We  have  allies  in  Italy  and  Spain. 
Bat  although  we  pay  great  fubfidies  to  the  Italian  Princes,  we  have 
faicdy  heard  of  a  movement  in  that  quarter.    Indeed,  were  we  to 
confaltthe  London  Gazette  for  the  year  1794,  we  might  fuppofc 
Spain  and  Italy  to  be  neutral  powers,  at  it  does  not  take  the  leaft 
!    notice  of  their  military  operations  during  that  period.  With  refpedl 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  our  firft  ally  in  Italy,  whatever  gentle- 
men may  have  thought  in  different  periods  of  this  war,  it  is  poflible, 
if  he  had  enjoyed  a  real  and  bona  fide  neutrality,  it  would  have  been 
!    much  more  beneficial  to  this  country  than  any  divcrfion  which  he 
I     has  been  able  to  make.    With  regard  to  thofc  attempted  in  the 
i     fouth  of  France,  what  advantage  the  caufe  of  the  allies  has  reaped 
I     from  thofe  diverfions  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  difcovcr,  and  I  believe  this 
!     Houfc  is  yet  equally  to  learn. 

Wc  have  another  ally — the  King  of  Spain.    Now  what  is  the 
fete  of  Spain  ?  It  is  of  importance  for  us  to  turn  our  r^ards  to  the' 
Fcfent  fituation  of  tliat  country.    A  great  part  of  its  north-eaftern 
provinces  have  already  been  conquered  by  France ;  Bilboa  and  Bar- 
celona are  in  a  confiderablc  degree  of  danger.    Do  you  look  then 
to  the  Spanifli  Monarchy  as  poffcflTed  of  any  force  to  aft  againft 
France  with  eficA  r  or  is  it  not  that  part  of  the  alliance  which  is  the 
«»ft  weak,  and  on  which  it  is  Jikcly  the  French  will  foon  make  fuch 
w  irapreflion,  as  ultimately  to  decide  the  whole  fate  of  the  war  in 
I     ^t  kingdom  ?  J  was  told  there  was  fuch  a  fund  oi  vigour  in  that 
wuntry,  as  would  make  them  rife  in  a  mafs  againft  France.— 
When  that  came  to  the  trial,  there  was  no  caufe  which  apparently 
'        niuch  contributed  to  the  failure,  or  afibrded  fuch  ftrong  ground 
i'f'u^on,  as  the  individual  treachery  of  tho  0%§?;fe?£^b6^ 
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of  Spain ;  in  no  quarter  was  there  fo  much  caufe  far  jcaloufy,  or  of 
a  want  of  difix)fition  torefift  tlic  French.  It  may  be  aflced,  Wa« 
Figueres  taken  by  the  French,  or  did  it  not  furrcndcr  ?  It  is  exi- 
tremely  probable  that  French  intrigue  upon  this  occafion  Has  cqjc-* 
rated  more  than  French  force.  It  was  alfo  fuppofed  that  the  bir- 
{oted  attachment  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religioai 
would  infpirc  them  with  vigour  againft  the  French,  mi^io  are  fup— 
pofcd  to  have  trampled  upon  all  religion  ;  but  was  this  the  cafe  ?— 
We  know  the  rcvcrfe  to  be  the  faft. 

But  what  is  the  ftate  qf  Spain  rn  other  refpc<Ss  ?  Of  all  parts 
of  Spain,  djcre  is  none  in  which  there  is  fo  much  vigour,  and  fo 
«iiich  real  force,  as  in  Catalonia ;  into  the  heart  cf  which  the 

frcnch  have  penetrated.    What  was  the  hiftory  of  that  people  r  

When  the  French  had,  by  their  arms,  made  a  confideraJble  progrcfe 
in  this  province,  the  people  of  Borcelona  determined  to  re&ft  tbtir 
farther  pfogrcfs,  and  to  undertake  their  own  defence.  Accordingly 
Ithey  fent  a  deputation  to  that  effedl  to  Madrid,  ftating  that  they 
wiftied  to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  countrj',  and  that  tlicy  would 
defend  it  to  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood,  provided  that  no  Spanifh 
troops  were  fent  to  their  afTiftance,  except  fome  particular  regiments^ 
which  they  fpeciiied,  and  with  which  they  were  acquainted,  and 
provided  an  affcmblyof  the  State  wascalkd.    This  deputation  re- 
ceived no  anfwer ;  or  rather,  they  received  a  direct  refufal ;  and 
the  French  found  but  too  eafy  a  conqueft  in  that  province.    I  men- 
tion this  to  fhcw  to  you  that  Spain  is  not  a  country  to  be  de^x^nded 
upon,  and  that  (he  is  one  of  the  weakeft  of  your  allies. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  King  of  Spain  were  to  have  made 
different  diverfions  in  aid  of  the  confederacy.  The  King  of  Sar- 
dinia undertook  to  make  a  diverfion  in  Dauphiny,  and  at  this  mo- 
ment the  French  are  mafters  of  Nice  and  Savoy,— Spain  engaged 
to  make  a  diverfion  in  Rouflillon,  and  the  French  are  now  in  pof- 
feffion  of  Navarre,  Bifcay,  and  Catalonia.  Ail  thcfe  allies,  there- 
fore, upon  whofc  exertions  fo  much  depcndance  was  placed  by  the 
Minlfters  of  this  country,  are  now  only  fo  many  dead  weights  upon 
our  Trcafury. 

Arc  the  Spaniards  in  a  much  better  fituation  in  regard  to  their  fi- 
nances r  It  is  true  they  have  not  yet  called  upon  this  countrj*  for  a 
fubfidy  ;  but  they  muft  either  foon  make  that  application,  or,  what 
^'ill  be  much  more  beneficial  fur  themfclves,  make  a  fcparate  peace 
with  France.  They  have  had  recourfe  to  mcafurcs  of  finance  of  a 
very  extraordinary  nature.  I  fliall  name  one  of  them.  Gentlemen 
will  recolleft  that  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  not  long  ago,  made 
a  motion-  in.tiiis  Houfe  for  laying  a  moderate  Jl^J^^y^^jM^ 
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I   cinpk>jrinents  under  Government  during  the  war.    The  Houfe  will 
fKdkd  with  what  ridicule  that  motion  was  received.    It  was  con^ 
fidered  as  a  paltry  refouroc,  to  which  no  nation,  that  was  not  u^- 
tcriy  eshaufted  in  its  finances,  ought  to  refort :— But  what  has  the 
'   King  of^Spain  done  ?  The  Spanifh  Court  has  laid  a  duty  of  four 
:   percent,  univerfally *upon  every  pcrfon  enjoying  any  office  in  Spain 
ainve  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  and  a  tax  of  twenty- 
,   fcrc  per  cent,  upon  the  falaries  of  all  his  Councillors  of  State,  fbr 
tiieilipport  of  the  prefent  war*.    I  am  not  commending  this  re- 
fiurce;  I  am  only  ftating  it,  to  (hew  what  the  iituation  is  of  Spain 
with  rcfpc6t  to  her  finances ;  and  how  little  the  allies  can  rely  on 
dat  country  for  fupport  in  die  ptofecution  of  the  war.   This  is  the 
twc  fituatioa  of  our  allies,  according  to  the  beft  information  which 
I  have  been  sd^le  to  procure  ;  and  is  not  this  an  additional  argument 
<br  going  into  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  in. order  to  af- 
cmain  ditHn<%ly>  from  authentic  -documents,  the  precife  degree  of 
drpcndance  wc  oi^t  to  have  on  our  connections  with  other  powers  { 
I      I  Call  next  proceed  to  the  confidcration  of  our  conduct  in  a  diC- 
I    feicnt  pdnt  of  view ;  and  examine  what  flrength  we  have  derived 
£ran  the  cfttmation  which  redlitude  and  dignity,  moderation  and 
judicc  might  have  procured  us  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.    I  am  one 
of  diofe  who  firmly  bdieve,  as  much  indeed  as  man  can  believe  anf 
Aing,  that  the  greated  refource  a  nation  can  poflefs,  the  fureft  prin^ 
tipfc  of  power,  is  find  attention  to  the  principles  of  juftice.  1 
fimih  bcUcve  that  the  common  proverb,  of  honefty  being  the  bed 
I    policy,  is  as  applicable  to  nations  as  to  irdividuals  ;  that  this,  which 
I    tiieoonvidioa  of  mankind  has  made  an  axionrt,  is  untvcrfally  true  ; 
I    ttd  dm  cafes  which  may  fometimes  be  fuppo&d  exceptions,  arifo 
our  taking  narrow  views  of  the  fubjed,  and  being  unable  aO 
wcc  to  comprehend  the  whole.   If  therefore  we  have  been  deficient 
in  juftke  towards  other  Itates,  we  have  been  deficient  in  wifdom, 
and  have  enfiecUed  our  arm  in  our  efforts  againd  the  enemy.  Juftice 
ii  £nrly  to  be  nmkcd  among  the  number  of  oiur  refourccs ;  and  it  is' 
tiic  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  look  back,  and  inquire  whether  or  not  our 
cwkid,  fiitoc  the  oommenccmcnt  of  the  war,  has,  been  fu:h  as^  to 
cndde  us  to  thcgood  opinion  of  the  wife  and  obfcrving  part  of  man* 
I  tm  Bot  now  going  to  difcufis  the  juftice  of  entering  into 
*c  war  i  but  I  wUh  to  call  die  attcntbn  of  the  Houfe  to  the  condu6t 
Ac  King's  Minifters  in  profecuting  it.  For  whatever  might  have 
^  the  motives  which  induced  Minifters  to  enter  upon  it,  the  means 
<^rbave  employed  in  canning  it  on  are  tit  fubjed  for  examination 
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in  this  Houfc.  When  wc  entered  upon  this  war,  we  were  fanguine 
enough  to  fuppofe  that  all  the  civilized  part  of  the  world  would  fee 
it  with  the  fame  eyes  as  we  did.  When  I  rcprefented  in  this  Houfe, 
that  the  plan  of  ftarving  f  ranee  adopted  by  Minifters  was  abfurd  and 
impracticable,  for  that  France  would  receive  fupplies  fronn  neutral 
nations ;  when  I  itated  the  means  by  which  neutral  nations  xniglil 
fupply  France ;  I  was  anfwercd,  that  in  this  war  the  neutral  nations 
would  be  very  few,  if  any.  But  what  is  the  cafe  at  the  end  of  two 
years  ?  That  neutral  nations  are  many  and  inotaiing ;  and  that  the 
great  neutral  nation)  America,  has  continued  neutral  from  the  be- 
ginning. It  is  of  infinite  importance  to  a  nation  that  refpefts  its 
honour — that  even  rcfpefts  its  intereft,  which  is  infeparsible  from 
its  honour — to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  furrounding  nations  for  juf- 
tice,  magnanimity,  and  moderation.  Has  Great  Britain  done  this, 
or  the  reverfe  t  What  has  been  your^  condudt  to  Sweden,  to^  Den- 
mark, to  Genoa,  to  Tufcany,  to  Switzerland,  to  America  while 
you  duril  ?  I  do  not  fpeak  of  any  particular  Minifter  at  foreign  courts; 
for  many  of  thofe  Miniftcrs  I  feel  great  refpcfl,  and  with  fome  of 
them  I  am  connected  by  friendfliip.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that,  if 
they  afted  contrary  to  their  inftrudions,  or  on  their  own  mere  fug- 
geftions  without  inftruQions,  Miniftcrs  at  home  arc  not  rcfponfibl? 
for  their  condudt ;  but  I  am  perfuaded  that  they  did  ad  according 
to  their  inftrudlions ;  for,  if  they  did  not,  Miniftcrs  here  were  bound 
to  recall  them,  and  difavow  what  they  had  done.  I  however  can 
at  prefent  flate  only  my  own  belief ;  an  inquiry  will  enable  us  to 
afcertain  the  fadts  beyond  difpute. 

With  refpedl  to  America  I  (hall  fay  nothing  at  prefent,  eicccpt 
that,  after  giving  orders  for  taking  her  (hips,  we  recalled  thofe  or- 
ders, and  have  lince  entered  into  a  treaty  by  which  we  agree,  pro- 
perly I  believe,  juftly,  and  if  juftly,  wifely,  to  pay  for  the  ra(hncfs 
and  folly  of  iffuing  them.  Next,  with  regard  to  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  which  were  in  this  cafe  fo  intimately  conneSed  in  point  of 
intereft,  that  whatever  was  addreflfed  to  the  one  might  be  confidercd 
in  fail,  although  not  in  form,  as  addreflfed  to  the  other.  To  the 
Court  of  Copenhagen  we  prefented  memorial  after  memorial,  couched 
in  the  moft  peevi(h  and  ofFcnfivc  terms  of  remonftrance,  on  the  neu- 
trality of  His  Danifh  Majefty.  Thefe  memorials  were  anfwercd* 
by  the  Miniftcr,  Mr.  BcrnftofF,  with  fuch  temper,  iirmnefs,  and 
diplomatic  knowledge,  as  obliged,  us  at  length  to  defift,  and  raifcd 
his  charaftcr  higher  than  that  of  any  Dani(h  Miniftcr  ever  was  be- 
fore. We  engJiged  in  a  diplomatic  conteft  upon  the  fubje£k  of  nco- 
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tolitjr,  in  whidi  we  (hewed  our  complete  ignoraticc  of  the  rights  of  • 
mml  oationsy  and  were  foiled  accordingly. 

What  has  been  our  conduft  towards  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuf- 
DOT,  a  Prince  who,  although  belongir^  to  one  of  the  moft  illuftrioiis 
Miles  of  Europe,  is  known  not  to  be  poffcfled  of  any  great  mili- 
hiT power?  Lord  Hervcy  goes  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany— 
lot  to  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  PruiTia,  or  any  potent  Monarch—* 
Mid  %s  to  him,  Can  you  pretend  to  maintain  neutrality  with 
fch a  Government  as  that  of  France?"— calling  the  French  Go- 
frmment  all  the  hard  names  which  regular  Governments  think 
kmidves  authorifed  to  bdiow  upon  it ;  and  not  reatUeding  that 
KKof  the  heavieil  accufations  againd  the  French  was  their  having 
^mcd  to  intermeddle  in  the  internal  politics  of  other  nations— 
•*  Can  youbafely  refufe  joining  the  league  againft  the  murderers  of 
Jwr  aunt,  the  declared  enemies  of  your  wl\ole  family,  and  the 
a^wed  fubvcrtcrs  of  all  eftabliflied  Government,  order,  and  religion  ? 
|I  bow  to  what  caufc  your  hefitation  is  owing.  It  is  bccagfe  you 
pTc  credit  to  bad  Mbiiftcrs  ;  it  is  becaufe  you  lend  too  favourable 
P  cvto  the  advice  of  your  Miniftcr  Manfredini,  a  man  who  has 
pBtd  a  pemkious  afccndancy  over  your  mind,  but  who  ought  no 
to  have  any  ftiare  in  your  councils."  Lord  Hervcy,  after 
hs  tdling  an  independent  Prince  that  he  was  not  to  liften  to  the 
*ittofhis  own  Miniftcrs,  might  with  equal  propriety  have  gone 
to  t»tdl  him  that  he  ought  to  be  guided  folely  by  the  counfels  of 
^  ng^  honourable  gendeman  over  againft  me.  "  Your  Mini- 
mi" he  might  have  faid,"  arc  igfK>rant  and  incapable ;  the  Britifh 
WiAr*  arc  wife  and  able.  Obferve  into  what  a  (ituation  they 
^«  brought  their  own  country,  and  you  cannot  doubt  with  what 
^ffcm  and  vigour  they  will  confult  for  yours.* —This  language  of 
1«1  Hcnrcy  lias  never  been  difavowed  by  Minifters.  It  has  even 
^  imitated  by  his  fucceffor,  and  therefore  I  muft  conlider  it  as 
f^^flg  been  the  language  of  his  inilrudions— and  thus  by  menace 
■linfdt  was  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  compelled  to  renounce 
^ffteraof  neutrality',  contrary  to  his  own  inclination, .  to  the 
''We  of  his  Minifters,  and  the  intcrefts  of  his  people.  Such  was 
fttoduaof  Minifters  when  e  were  powerful  in  the  Mediter- 
Lord  Hervey  was  at  length  recalled,  and  another  gcntle- 
•hom  I  perfonally  relpect  .was  appointed  in  his  ftcad,  and  in- 
to  folbw  the  fame  courfe.  At  laft,  after  we  lofe  our  power 
M^dherraoean—^when  events  turn  out  againft  us — we  fubmit 
to  the  neutrality  ofithc  Duke  of  Tufcany,  but  tq  his  con-  . 
a  treaty  oif  peace  and  amity  with  the  French  Republic. 
VouXLL   .        '         O  ' 
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In  Switzerland  Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald,  for  whofe  character  I 
have  too  high  a  refpcft  to  fuppofe  that  he  would  exceed  the  letter  of 
his  i'nftrudions,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  tells  the 
independent  Swifs  Cantons*,  in  the  language  of  infult  and  injuftioe, 
**  That  he  will  not  decide,  whether  juftice  and  their  true  intercft 
permit  them  to  remain  neuter,  againft  thofe  who  would  again  reduce 
them  to  bafbarifm,  in  a  war  •f  almoft  all  the  powers  of  Euiof^c, 
in  a  war  where  not  only  the  exigence  of  every  efhblifhcd  Govern- 
ment, but  even  that  of  all  kind  of  property  is  at  ftake.  He  will 
only  obferve,  that  neutrality  itfelf  will  not  authorife  any  correfpond* 
cnce,  dircSly  or  indireftly,  with  the  faftious  or  their  agents,"  He 
tells  them  in  eflrc<^,  that  although  they  may  call  themfelves  neutral, 
they  are  not  to  allow  their  fubjeds  to  reap  the  benefits  of  that  neu- 
trality by  intercourfc  with  France.  Who  made  you  the  arbiters  how 
far  intercourfc  ought  to  be  allowed  by  independent  ftatcs  between 
their  refpeftive  fubjeds  ?  Where  did  you  get  the  ri^t  ?  or,  if  you 
have  the  fight,  where  is  your  power  to  enforce  it  r  The  Swifs  Can- 
tons return  a  civil  and  dignified  anfwer,  That  a  rigid  and  cxa«St 
neutrality  vras  the  invariable  maxim  of  their  ancedors  ;  and  havir^ 
received  it  as  a  facred  inheritance,  they  conceive  it  thdr  duty  to 
abide  by  it.  That  they  truft  His  Britannic  Majefty,  following  the 
example  of  his  illuftrious  anceftors,  will  refped  the  independence  of 
the  Helvetic  confcdcrac)'."  In  the  mean  time,  they  carry  on  their 
intercourfc  with  France  in  as  high  a  degree  as  it  is 'their  intereft  to 
do,  regardlefs  of  our  menaces ;  and  we  have  now  the  mortification 
to  feel  that  the  coarfenefs  of  our  infult  was  equalled  <xily  by  its  im- 
potence ;  we  have  nothing  to  boaft  of,  but  the  ra(hne(s  of  our  de- 
iign,  and  the  mcannefs  of  the  attempt  to  carry  it  into  execution.  - 

What  has  been  your  condud  towards  Genoa  ?  Minifters  hold 
the  fame  language  towards  that  Aate,  and  tell  them,  If  you  oon- 
tinue  in  your  neutrality,  it  muft  be  ofFenfive  to  the  (Simbined  Powert, 
and  may  give  occafion  to  revive  claims  which  muft  lead  todifagree- 
ableoonfequences:"— a  meaner  threat  never  was  employed.— Wlio 
are  the  parties  in  this  mighty  oonteft?  Great  Britain^  taking  upon, 
herfelf  to  didtate  for  all  the  combined  powers,  and  the  Republic  of 
Genoa — this  country  not  only  admoni(hes  the  Republic  of  Genoa 
againft  obferving  a  neutrality^  but  threatens  her  with  war  if  fho. 
does.— Look  at  this,  and  fee  a  pidure  of  infolence,  injuftice,  and 
meannefs,  exceeded  only  by  the  feeblenefs  of  the 'attempt  to  follow 
it  up !  The  fortune  of  war  being  againft  you,  even  the  little  Repub^ 
lie  ol  Genoa  is  ftout ;  and  after  blockading  her  port,  you  are  coa« 


f  See  Debrctt'i  State  Faptrs,  Vol.  h  p.  296. 
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knt  fo  withdraw  yoiir  ihip9,  and  farced  to  fubtnit  to  her  neatrality 
I  widi  an  ungracious  apology  for  the  injuftice  you  have  done.  By 
I  fach  oondud  you  have  impaired  the  chani£)er  of  the  nation  ibr  jaftice 
and  magnanimity^  and  given  to  Great  Britain  a  charader  of  mean« 
nefy  and  infolence  which  was  never  before  imputed  to  her,  a  cha* 
rader  which  has  defhoyed  more  countries  than  the  loTs  of  armies. 
To  pqt  this  in  a  flnmger  pcHnt  of  view,  contraft  it  with  your  condud 
to  Aoierica — Did  you  tell  America  that  all  intercourfe  with  France 
tvas  difgrac^y  until  France  (hould  reftore  her  King  ?  No !  It  is 
only  to  the  weak  and  defencelefs  diat  you  talk  bigt^-To  the  great 
and  powerful  you  apologize,  and  agree  to  pay  for  all  the  injuftice 
you  have  done  them. 

Examine  the  law  of  nations :  if  any  one  quefiion  in  the  law  of 
nations  be  clearer  and  more  generally  acknowledged  than  another^  it 
is  that  of  a  rija^t  in  every  nation,  which  no  treaty  obliges  to  the  con- 
tiaiy,  to  preferve  a  complete  neutrality.  Coniider  the  facrednefs  of 
this  T^ht,  and  the  miferable  condition  of  every  weak  country,  if 
whenever  great  powers  go  to  war,  for  what  diey  may  call  the  caufe 
ofjufiice,  order,  religion  and  regular  Government,  but  what  others 
nay  diink  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement,  every  weak  Prince, 
every  petty  Republic,  were  to  be  compelled  to  take  a  part  in  the 
conteft— If  fudi  were  to  be  the  condition  of  fociety— if  men  were 
not  allowed  to  enjoy  that  rieutrality  which  their  independence  entitles 
ten  to,  they  would  begin  to  doubt  the  benefits  of  fodety,  and  liften 
to  the  paradoxes'  of  thofe  who  maintain,  that  all  eftabliihed  rules  and 
prindides  are  founded  in  ignorance  and  error ;  and  that  fociety  it- 
idf,  as  at  prefent  conftituted,  is  not  wordi  preferving. 

If  the  Houfe  agree  to  a  Committee  of  Inqiidry,  I  (hall  move  that 
HisMajefty's  Minifters  do  lay  before  u^the  correfpondence  between 
tfacm  and  their  agents  at  foreign  courts ;  not  for  the  purpofe  of  in* 
jntingor  punifhing  iiKlividuals,  if  it  (hould  appear  that  any  of  them 
hive  deviated  from  their  in(hnid)ions,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  faving 
the  credit  and  honour  of  Minifters  themielves.    If  it  (hould  turn 
Qo^  as  I  believe  it  will,  that  our  AmbaiTadors  at  foreign  Courts 
have  aAed  confiftendy  with  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  their  inftructions— 
Aat  they  have  only  ufed  the  words  and  fentiments  of  the  Cabinet  of 
Great  Britain ;  Aen  it  will  become  this  Houfe  to  (hew  that  Minifters 
ae  not  the  nation,  and  that  whatever  may  be  their  principles,  the 
«.  pin^es  of  the  nation  are  juftice  and  magnanimity.    It  will  then 
become  us  to  (hew  to  our  conitituents  and  to  all  Europe,  that  we 
^wuW  rather  hold  high  language  to  the  (brong  aiul  powerful  than  to 
Ae  weak  and  defencelefs  \  that  inftcad  of  infulting  and  injuring  the 
^vcdttr  States  of  Europe,  our  inclination  is  to  protedl  them  againft 
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the  grcateft  af>4.  moft  powerful.  It  will  alfo  become  us  to  wipe 
finom  ourfelves  the  ftigma  arifing  from  the  meannefs,  inlblencie,  j 
fillammity,  and»injufticc,  which  have  been  mantfcited  on  our  p 
iQwiards  the  particular  States  I  have  mentioned.  * 

I  (hall  now,  Sir,  without  confidcring  whether  diis  war  % 
juftly  or  unjuftly  undertaken,  proceed  to  examine  with  ^hat 
dom  ancji  opon  what  principles  it.  has  been  condudled.  In  doi 
this  I  will  pafs  by  all  the  corifiderations  that  ought  to  have  prcccci 
our  determination  to  go  to  war,  great  and  important  as  in  my  mi 
they  were,  and  fuppofe  wafadually  refolVed  upon.  When  we  I 
cpmc  to  this  refolutjon,  was  k  not,  I  afk,  of  'theutmoft  con 
cjucnce  to  our  fucccfs  that  the  objcdt  of.  the  wai  ftiould  be  clca 
No  two  things  ^an  be  mm  diftin£l  from  each  other  than  fighri 
for  a  country  and  fighting  againft  it.  If  Miniftcrs  had  aScd  up 
the  charadler  of  Aatefmcn,  they  would  have  taken. one  or  other  fi 
of  i^iis  alternative  with  all  its  advaittages  and  difadvantages,  1 
advantages  and  difad vantages  each  of  them  muft  have  had.  Th 
wouljd  have  faid,<Jne  ,0f  •  two  things :  either  "  We  are  going  to  n 
widi;  France,  not  on  account  of  her.  form  of  government ;  wc  ca 
npt  what  form  of  government  is  eOabUihed  in  France.  It  is 
no  confcquence  to  ua  whether  that  country  be  governed  by 
Monarch,  a  Convention,  or  a  Jacobin  Club  this  is  no  caufe 
war.  But  we  go  (6  war  againd  France  to  proteft  our  allies  tl 
Dutch,  smd  to  s^venge  the  iirfults  flic  has  ofieird  to  the  Britiib  « 
tion  :■'  (though  I  confefs.  I  know  of  no  infult  offered  to  the  Britil 
nation  previous  to  the  commencement  of  this  war.)  Or  tbey  migj 
have  taken  a  very  difierent  courie ;  they  might  have  adopted  the  i(fc 
of  a  ri^r  honourable  gentleman,  who  b  not  now  a  Member  < 
this  Houfc,  of  whofe  great  genius  and  diftingufflied  chara^r,  a! 
though  I  have  lately  had  the  misfortune  to  dii!er  from  him  in  poli 
tical  opinion,  I  (hall  never  fpeak  but  in  ternw  of  the  higbcfl  rdpc^ 
and  admiration.  Th^y  mi^t  have  taken  the  courfe  pointed  wt  b 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  who^  by  an  odd  figure  t,  fiid 
«  We  are  not  fighting  for  the  Scheldt ;  we  are  fighting  for  France 
we  are  fighting  *  for  the  deftnidtion  of  the  grcateft  evil  ^at  eve 
threatened  the  civilized  world,  the  French  revolution  ;  wc  arc  fi^t 
ing  for  the  rcftoration  of  moruuchy  in  France ;  wc  arc  .figliting  fc 
the  re-edablifliment  of  regular  government to  reftore  the  cmi 
grants  to  their  property,  that  has  been  confifcated :  we  arc  fighofl 

♦  Mr.  Burke. 

f  The  figure,  which  "Mr.  Fox  did  not  repeat,  was,  "Avar  abotti 
the  Scheldt,  a  war  about  a  chamber-pot." 
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for  the  Fytnch  nation  againfb  the  French  Convention— not  for 
weakening  France  and  aggrandizing  Great  Britain :  we  arc  fighting 
for  oiir  own  conftitution — our  monarchy — our  laws— our  religion 
—our  property  ;  for  unlcfs  monarchy  be  reftored  in  France,  mo- 
narchy will  not  be  fafe  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  his  Majefty  wll 
not  be  fafe  upon  his  throne  ;  unlcfs  their  property  be  reftored  to  the 
emigrants,  the  property  of  every  man  in  this  Houfe  is  infecurc/' 
When,  I  fay,  his  Majefty's  Minifters  determined  on  the  profecu* 
lion  of  this  war,  they  ftiould  have  made  choice  of  (ine  or  other  fide 
of  this  alternative,  each  of  which,  as  I  have  juft  ftated,  would 
have  had  its  inconvcnicncics. —  If  you  had  chofcn  the  former,  and 
tiid,  In  guing  to  war  with  France,  we  wifli  to  have  nothing  to 
do  vrith  the  nature  of  her  government — we  arc  totally  indiflerent 
about  her  internal  fituation,  and  only  fight  to  compel  her  to  make 
atonement  for  infults  offered  to  us — it  would  have  been  attended 
with  this  inconvenience,  you  would  have  had  no  pretence  for  ex-' 
petting  the  aflfiftance  of  any  French  emigrants,  or  of  infurgents  in 
any  part  of  France,  except  in  as  far  as  by  refilling  the  Convention, 
and  endeavouring  to  promote  their  own  views,  they  might,  without 
intending  it,  facUitate  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  yours.  You  would 
have  had  no  claim  upon  the  inhabitants  of  La  Vendee,  of  Britany^ 
Lyons,  Marfeilles,  or  any  other  place  where  hatred  of  the  Conven- 
tion provoked  infurrc£tion ;  becaufe  neither  with  them  nor  with  the 
French  emigrants  would  you  have  had  any  common  caufe,  nor  could 
yoahavc  bcxn  underfiood  to  oflTcr  them  proted^ion.  You  would* 
hare  had  no  right  to  lcx)k  for  the  co-operation  of  thofe  powers, 
whofc  object  was  the  refioration  of  Louis  XVI L  to  the  throne  of 
hisanccftors.  But,,  on  the  other  hand,  you  would  have  had,  what, 
in  my  opinion,  would  have  fully  compenfated  all'  thefe  dtfadvantagcs 
—You  would  have  quarrelled  with  France  on  equal  terms,  and 
faught  with  her  upon  known  principles.  France  could  not  then 
have  made  the  eflfurts  (he  has  made.  If  you  had  fct  out  with  the 
leoognition  of  the  French  republic,  and  declared  that  you  wifhed 
to  have  no  concern  with  her  internal  afiairs,  I  aflc  you  this  queilion 
—Can  you  imagine  it  would  have  been  poffible  for  France,  in  con- 
(cqoence  of  enthufiafii)  or  terror,  or  of  both  combined,  to  have 
rifed  and  fupportcd  fuch  immenfe  armies,  whofo  vigour  and  exer- 
tions have  aftonidied  Europe  ?  Could  terror  have  compelled  fuch 
cxcmons  and  fuch  facrificcs,  when  the  people  «rf  France  knew 
that  they  were  only  fighting  for  the  Scheldt  or  Bmbant,  or  fomc 
ifland  in  the  Weft^Indies  r  £)o  you  think  it  poflihle,  if  fuch  had 
hecn  the  objed  of  the  war,  for  you  to  have  raifcd  up  againft  you 
^t  hag  been  emphatically  called,  and  emphatically  felt,  an  armed 
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nation  ?  Would  the  Convention  have  been  able  to  perfuade  then 
that  they  were  fighting  for  their  liberties^  their  lives,  for  cvci^ 
thing  that  is  dear  to  the  heart  of  man  ;  that  they  had  no  choice  bus 
vidlor)'  or  death,  when  they  were  clearly  and  diftin£Vly  told  by  us, 
that  the  whole  conteft  was  about  the  navigation  of  the  Scl^eldt,  and 
the  fecurit}'  of  Holland  ?  But  when  the  whole  people  of  Franoc, 
in  confequence  of  the  declarations  of  Great  Britain,  w^erc  convincec 
that  their  future  government,  and  their  very  cyiftence  as  an  inde- 
pendent niCion  were  attacked,  then  they  began  to  roufe  themfclves  : 
then  they  began  to  unite  in  defence  of  what  they  conceived  to  b€ 
their  juft  rights  and  liberties  ;  and  under  the  influence  of  this  carv 
vidlion  it  wzs  thzt  they  produced  thofc  eflTcdis  which  have  aftoniihed 
the  world,  and  which  are  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  nations. 
If  Great  Britain  at  the  outfec  ef  the  war  had  clearly  convinced 
France,  that  her  only  objed^  i;vas  the  proteiSion  of  her  allies  and 
the  vindication  of  her  own  honour,  no  fuch  eSc&s  could  poflibly 
have  been  produced.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  aid  of  the  Frend) 
emigrants  and  infutgents  in  France  had  been  thought  an  advantage 
fuperior  to  all  this,  you  might  have  taken  the  other  part  of  die  al« 
ternative,  and  faid,  Our  objed  in  going  to  war  is  to  eftabliih  a 
r^ular  form  of  government  in  France."  The  inconvenience. Eere 
would  have  been,  that  from  the  very  moment  of  makii^  this  de- 
claration, you  would  have  had  united  againft  you  every  republican 
in  France,  in  that  vigorous  way  in  which  you  now  fee  them  united. 
You  would  have  perfuaded  them,  as  you  have  done,  that  they  had 
no  other  chance  for  liberty,  than  by  uniting  as  an  armed  nation^ 
with  adivity  and  vigour.  If  you  had  faid*  at  the  outfet,  **  We 
wifti  not  to  difmember  France ;  we  wi(h  not  to  partition  her  terri- 
tory ;  we  wi(h  not  to  weaken  or  diminifli  her  power,  or  to  aggran- 
dize Great  Britain  at  her  expencc  c  our  folc  objeA  is,  to  reftoie  to 
her  the  bleflings  of  a  regular  government,  and  to  good  citizens  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property."  In  that  cafe  you  would 
have  had  this  advantage— every  emigrant  from  France  In  every  part 
of  the  world,  would  have  felt  in  common  with  the  Britini  caufc. 
Every  French  loyalift  would  have  felt,  and  would  have  gone  hand 
and  heart  with  the  Britilh  nation  :  even  fuch  republicans  as  difliked 
the  fyftem  of  terror,  more  than  they  difliked  monarchy,  would  have 
exerted  themfelvcs  in  your  favour.  You  would  then  have  had  a 
fair  opportunity  of  trying  the  queftion— "  what  were  the  fentiments 
of  the  people  of  France  with  rcfpedl  to  the  revolution  ;  and  whe- 
ther a  majority  of  the  nation  wiflied  for  a  monarchy  or  a  repub-r 
lie  ?"  You  would  have  reared  a  ftandard  fo  which  Frenchmen  who 
loved  their  country  might  repair.    Now,  by  indulging  the  childtlh 
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hfcofgumngthe  advantages  of  each  fide  of  the  alternative,  you 
kve gained  the  advantages  of  neither  :  you  have  loft  the  advan- 
t|cf  of  both.  How  oould  it  be  otherwife  ?  When  you  took  Va- 
hoainesy  inftcad  of  taking  it  for  Louis  XVII.  you  took  poffeflTion 
rf kin  the  nanie  of  the  Emperor  Francis.  When  Condc  fur- 
you  did  the  fame  thing.  When  Mentz  furrendcrcd,  the 
prifai  was  difmifled  to  be  employed  againft  the  royaltfts  of.  La 
Vendee.  Was  it  poflTible  for  any  man  to  be  fo  ignorant,  as  to  doubt 
viat  your  intentions  were  ?  How  then  was  it  pofTible  for  you  to 
ifpofe  that  your  conduA  would  produce  on  the  inhabitants  of 
France,  an  effcd  different  from  what  it  has  doijie  ?  When  Sir 
Ouiks  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  took  Martinique,  Guadaldupe, 
«Ki  the  reft  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  did  they  take  pof- 
Monrf  them  for  Louis  XVII.  ?  No !  but  for  the  King  of  Great 
Biitun,  not  to  be  reftored  to  France  when  monarchy  and  regular 
JWHnmcnt  ftiould  be  reftored,  but  to  be  retained  as  conquefts,  if 
*e  diancc  of  war  ftiould  leave  them  in  our  hands.  While  fuch 
*»oarcondu<fl  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  could  it  be  hoped  that 
»f  French  emigrant,  i^hofe  (ituation  was  not  defperate  indeed, 
Wold  join  us;  or  that  all  who  were  lovers  of  their  country  more 
fcn  fevers  of  royalty,  would  not  be  our  enemies  ?  ^  To  attend  to 
jKtt  is  in  all  cafes  peculiarly  important ;  and  the  love  of  country 
b  2  motive  fo  powerful,  as  to  be  often  ufed  as  a  pretext,  even  by  ^ 
W:  who  do  not  feel  it.  The  royalifts  of  La  Vendee,  of  Britany, 
•■4  ether  places,  tock  the  field,  and  held  out  long  and  bravely ; 

what  could  they  fay  to  the  people  of  France  r — what  could  they 
pin  thdr  manifeftoes,  of  equal  weight  with  the  addreffes  from  the 
Cwvcnrion?  They  might  fay,  "  If  we  conquer,  the  French  mo- 
"""djy  will  be  reftcMred  ;  but  it  will  be  reftored  with  the  territory  of 
Fnncc  curtailed  and  diminiftied,  one  third  of  it  perhaps  divided 
*wg  rival  powers,  and  we  may  lofc  our  rank  and  fituation  in  the 
*bcrof  nations."    The  Convention  could  fay,  "If  we  con- 
1*1  the  French  republic  will  remain  entire,  a  great  and  indepen- 
nation,  triumphant  over  all  the  powers  who  have  confederated 
•Jpwfthcr  liberties."    With  fuch  difcouragements  on  the  one 
»™»  and  fuch  flattering  profpedls  on  the  other,  was  it  to  bc  ex- 
I'Sedthat  any  confiderable  number  of  emigrants,  or  of  French- 
•ft  of  any  defcription,  would  conneA  their  own  caufe  with  that 
.«4caflics?  We  have  fo  ftiuffled  in  our  profeffions,  and  have 
^  ^  pflty  of  fuch  duplicity,  that  no  defcription  of  Frenchmen 
'fifcck  to  our  ftandard.    It  was  a  fetal  error  in  the  commcnce- 
•**of  4c  war,  that  We  did  not  ftate  clearly  how  far  wc  meant 
••tet.intD.4c  caufe  of  the  French  emigrants — and  how  far  to 
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connedt  ourfclvcs  with  powers  who,  from  their  previous  condud*, 
might  well  be  fufpcdled  of  other  views  than  that  of  reftoring  mo- 
.  narchy  in  France.  It  may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  we  could  not  be 
certain  in  the  firft  inftance  how  far  it  might  be  proper  to  interfere 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  France ;  that  we  muft  watch  events,  and' 
a<5t  accordingly.  By  this  want  of  clcamefs  with  refped  to  our  ul- 
timate intentions,  we  have  loft  more  than  any  contingency  could 
ever  promife.  All  obfcurity  ought  to  have  been  removed,  and  you 
ought  to  liave  clearly  and  diftind^ly  adopted  one  or  other  fide  of  the 
alternative  I  have  ftated.  Every  place  was  not  tnkcn  for  the  allies. 
It  ^'as  underftood  by  thofe  who  furrendered  Toukn  to  Lord  Hood, 
that  he  accepted  it  on  this  condition — that  he  was  to  adhere  to  the 
oonftitution  of  1789.  Whether  Miniikrs  intended  to  obferve  that 
condition  I  know  not ;  but  in  their  fubfequent  publications  they 
gave  reafon  to  hope  tliat  they  did'.  In  their  declarations  they  offered 
peace  and  protection  to  all  well-difpoftd  Frenchmen,  who  (hould 
join  in  reftoring  monarchy,  without  fpecifying  what  kind  of  mo^ 
narchy  Have  you  fulfilled  that  promife  r  What  kind  of  pro- 
tc6li|»A  have  you  afforded  to  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  rcftore  mo- 
narchy ?  Have  not  the  royal ifts,  for  want  of  afliftance,  or  encou- 
ragement, been  obliged,  however  reluctantly,  to  fubmit  to  the  laws 
of  the  republic  t  If  the  allies  had  been  fighting  cither  for  France, 
or  againft  France,  what  ftiould  have  been  their  conduct  towards  La 
Fayette  and  Doumouricr  ?  The  feizure  of  La  Fayette,  by  the  Aa- 
ftrian^,.  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and  their  treatment  of 
him  muft  damn  their  fame  to  all  eternity,  and  render  their  name  an 
ohj<i<a  of  univerfal  execration.  They  found  him,  apd  the  compa* 
nions  of  his  misfortune,  not  at  the  head  of  an  army,  or  in  arms, 
and  took  them  againft  all  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  war— not  to 
be  treated  as  prifoners  of  wao  hut  as  prifoners  to  be  configned  to  a 
dungeon.  If  the  allies  were  fighting  againft  France,  furely  they 
ought  not  to  have- treated  as  criminals,  generals  coming  over  to 
them  from  the  enemy.  Dumourier  came  over  when  he  thought 
he  had  great  power  with  his  army.  That  power  turned  out  to  be 
much  lefs  than  he  had  imagined  ;  but  it  was  impoflible  that  a  man 
who  had  fervcd  his  country  with  fo  much  reputation,  with  fo  much 
ability  and  fuccefs,  (hould  hot  have  had  a  cohfiderablc  party  in  it. 
How  was  he  treated  ?  Whfen  they  found  that  he  could  not  bring 
along  with  him  fo  great  a  portion'  of  liis  army  as  they  cxpedcd, 
after  having  extolled  his  virtue  t,  at  the  moment  when  he  had  ren-? . 

*  Sec  Debrctt's  State  Papers,  Vol.  I.  p.  116,  117,  1^0,  135,  ^c* 
f  Sec  Dcbrctt*s  State  Papers,  Vul.  I.  p.  *i  io, 
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dntd  his  viitue  at  lead  doubtful,  they  drove  ,him  from  them  a 
vandering  fugitive,  as  if  they  had  pafled  a  decree  exprefsly  forbid- 
<uv,  my  French  general  to  abandon  the  ftandard  of  the  republic 
in  future-     By  adlin^;  in  this  manner,  as  is  very  well  expreffed  in 
a  French  pamphlet  I  have  read,  "  we  arc  more  unaccountable  in 
car  political  condudi  than  any  of  the  moft  bigoted  religious  fc^, 
fc^T  we  even  exclude  converts;"— which  !  believe  was  never  done 
by  any  fe^larifts.     Our  conduct  therefore,  in  this  reipctS,  is  per- 
fcdly  new  :  fbr  after  Dumourier  becomes  a  convert  to,  and  efpoufes 
Ihc  caufe  of  the  allies,  they  refufc  to  receive  him.    But  if  we  and 
cur  allies  wcr<:  fighting  f«r  Franc*  ogainft  the  Convention,  w6 
ought  to  have  praifcd  this  general  as  a  convert,  wc  ought  to  have . 
received  him  with  cordiality,  and  held  him  up  as  an  example  fbr 
the  convcriion  of  others.    If  we  were  fighting  againft  France,  wc 
fiwuld  have  confidcrcd  all  Frenchmen  as  enemies,  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  the  term,  and  not  bj'  denouncing  vengeance  fbr  crimes 
;  committed  in  France,  as  was  done  by  Lord  Auckland,  in  a  paper 
I  pobliflied  at  ihe  Hague  ♦,  have  given  ground  for  that  cnthufiafm 
[  of  reli(hnce,  which  inflanKS  the  minds  of  men  who  conceive  their 
I  fives  to  be  attacked  —an  enthuiiafm  which  has  united  for  common 
I  4lcfence  thofe  who,  in  every  moment  of  refpite,  were  tearing  one' 
'   aiuxhcr  to  pieces,  and  fending  their  opponents  to  the  fcafFold,  when- 
ever they  could  fupplant  them  in  power.    If  the  allies  were  fight* 
ing  fbr  France,  the  reftoration  of  monarchy,  and  regular  govern- 
nient,  I  mean  not  to  fay  that  they  Ihould  have  granted  impunity  to 
thofc  who  were  more  immediately  the  caufe  of  the  murder  of  the 
King : — ^but  they  ought  not  to  hiavc  begun  with  thundering  forth  a 
nanifcfto  t,  threatening  Paris  with  military  execution,  and  even  to- 
[    lal  dcftrudion  ;  denouncing  vengeance  which  necclTariiy  alarmed  all 
aicn,  as  no  roan  was  named      a  manifefto  which  we  cannot  even 
wm  endure  to  read,  but  by  contrafting  the  pride  and  cruelty  of  the 
menace  with  the  impotence  of  the  attempt  at  putting  it  in  execu- 
tatu    If  we  were  fighting  for  France^  we  ought  to  have  aflured 
the  people  of  France  that  wc  had  no  views  of  a^randifement, 
moch  lefs  of  difinembcring  the  kingdom,  or  taking  vengeance  of 
the  inhabitants.    We  ought  to  have  convinced  them  that  we  en^ 
ted  France,  not  to  conquer,  but  to  rcftore  ;  and  the  very  firft  flep 
Ihould  have  been  to  publifh  a  general  amnefty,  with  fomc  exccp* 
tioD&.    A  whole  nation  may  be  miiled,  but  cannot  be  all  guilty,  as 
has  been  laid  by  the  great  man  already  mentioned,     i  know  not 
to  draw  an  indictment  againft  a  whole  nation."    Some  cxcep* 

•  See  Debrett*8  State  Papcn,  Vol.  I.  p.  272. 
+  See  Debrcti^s  Satp  Papers,  Vol.1,  p.  32, 
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tions  to  the  general  amnefty  might  have  bceft  ncccflarr  5  but  thcfc 
fhould  have  been  mentioned  by  namc»  that  others  might  have  hnd 
nothing  to  fear.  By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  many  perfons  dcfv-^  v- 
ing  of  punifhment  might  have  efcapcd ;  but  this  wcwjld  not  have 
Iwn  fo  bad  as  terrifying  all  the  people  of  Fiance  individually,  by 
indifcriminate  threats.   This  I  conceive  to  be  a  fundamental  error. 
I  would  therefixe  have  the  Houfc  go  into  an  in<|uir)',  that  we  may- 
declare  this  error  to  be  fundamental,  if  fo  it  (hall  appear  to  be  ;  that 
we  may  take  fome  intelligible  ground  for  our  fwtur^  condud ;  define 
clearly  and  diftin^Hy  the  objedt  of  the  war^  and  put  the  remaining 
quarrel  with  France  upon  fuch  a  footing,  as  to  fhew  whether  we  arc 
really  fighting  for  France  as  a  nation,  or  againft  her.    Is  there  ^ 
man  who  believes  that,  to  define  our  objc^J,  and  to  demand  it  of 
the  French  Government,  eveti  at  the  price  of  recognizing  that  Go- 
vernment (as  far    to  negoctate  is  a  rec(^gnition)  would  render  it  more . 
difficult  to  be  obtained  by  force  of  arms,  if  the  French  (hould  refufc 
to  grant  it  ?  Does  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfclf  believe 
that,  if  the  Convention  were  to  refufe  reafontible  terms  of  peace, 
tlicy  would  be  able  to  call  forth  fuch  extraordinary  exertions  on  th6 
part  of  the  people  for  continuing  the  war,  as  the  general  perfuafion 
of  the  people  that  they  have  no  alternative  but  conqucft  or  fubjugation 
has  hitherto  enabled  them  to  call  forth  ? 

Having  mentioned  thcfe  great  and  fundamental  crmrs,  it  is  hard- 
ly neccflary  to  enter  into  thofe  that  are  more  minute.    It  is  almoft 
fufficient  to  name  them.    If  we  took  poffcffion  of  Toulon,  not 
with  a  view  to  conqueft,  but  with  the  intention  of  fupponing  the 
caufe  of  Monarchy  in  France,  it  was  the  moft  important  advantage 
we  could  have  obtained,  and  to  the  prefcrvaiion  and  improvement  of 
which  all  our  attention  ought  to  have  been  diredcd.    Yet  wc  left 
Toulon  with  a  very  fmall  Englifti  force,  trufting  its  defence  to  the 
^dd  of  allies,  who  were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  defend  it.— 
This  was  faid  to  be  done  for  the  fafce  of  an  expedition  againft  the 
French  Weft-India  iflands,  an  expedition  of  nHjch  lefs  importance 
than  the  defence  of  Toulon  ;  and  that  expedition  was  again  crip- 
pled by  colIe<5ting  troops  under  tlie  Earl  of  Moira  for  a  defocnt  upon 
tlip  coaft  of  Frai^ce— *a  defcent  for  which  an  opportunity  has  never 
yet  been  found  ;  and  therefore  Government  has  ricver  been  able  in 
any  way  to  ayaititfclf  of  the  force  fo  collected.    In  confbquenccof 
this,  ToulQn  was  loft  ;  and  a-  number  of  troops  were  fent  to  the 
Weft  Indics>  fufiicicnt  indeed,  through  the  zeal  arid- ability  of  the 
commanders,  tq  take  the  iilainds,  bik  not*  fofiicieftt  tt>  keep  them. 
Guadaloupe,  we  kno>i',  is  gone  ;  there  is  litde  hope  of  our  being 
now  in  poffcffion  of  any  part  of  St.  Domingo  j  and  wc.arc  fe^ffort 
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boog  widiout  wetl^gnidtidcd  apprehenfions  fer'the  fafety  of  Marti- 
■icD  und  die  odicr  ttxtquered  ifldtids. 

Widi  Tcfpcd  to  the  lad  campaign,  otir  great  and  leading  error 
wsBj  confidence  in  the  King  of  Pruflia,  in  the  Belgians,  and  in  the 
DotdL.    It      evident  d  priori  that  our  confidence  wks  ill  founded^ 
»d  a  fcJUri9ri  it  has  proved  to  be  fb.    We  told  the  people  of  the 
Aoftrian  Nedieilandi  that  we  were  fighting  for  their  relig^dn,  and 
At  peofie  of  the  United  ProTinccs,  that  y^t  were  fighting  for  their 
libertiet ;  but  they  <fid  Dot  believe  us.    We  forced  the  Dutch  into 
a  war,  which  they  had  no  inclination  to  undertake.    So  early  as 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1 793,  I  ^hrtsed  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
Dtach  would  not  defend  our  afliihnce.    1  was  anfwered,  that 
Aey  dufft  noc  demand  it,  btit  that  this  was  no  reafon  foi*  our  with- 
holding  k,  and  that,  If  it  wa»  ofiered,  they  ^Uld  not  rcfufc  it.— 
I  icplicdy  that  I  bctidved  the  cafe  to  be  exa£Hy  the  reverfe,  and 
itax  if  you  offered  your  afli^ance,  akhoi^h  tfie  Dutch  did  notdefire 
it,  yet  they  durft  not  reftife  It.    I  a!fo  find,  at  an  early  period  of 
ihe  war,  the  people  of  Friezeland  putting  up  their  prayers  to  Al- 
n^^ity  Gody. to  «|cS«cr  dieift  fiom-  this         irtto  ^*hich  they  had 
been  plunged  by  their  allies^    All  that  has  happened  iince  has  con- 
firmed my  opinion*    Whiki  we  were  fighting  in  the  Anftrian  Ne- 
dKilands,  die  DiHch  gave  us  but  feeble  and  reiuQant  aid.  When 
«e  were  driven  out  of  the'  Auflrwh  Nctherhitds,  artd  the  United 
Pmvifioes  were  to*  be  defended,  ific  Dutch,  inftead  of  rifing'in  a 
^  took  to  defend  them,  joiifed  in  welcoming  the  French.    Wc  ought 
to  have  known  beforehand>  that  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces 
viflied  nor  so  be  defended  by  us,  and  therefore  were  not  to  be  con- 
iUed  in  as  aHies.    We  ought     have  adopted  one  of  two  coqrfes 
we  ihoald  either  have  withdrawn  our  mifchievous  and  oppreflive 
pnte^Uon,  and  faid  to  the  Dutch,  "  Defend  yburfelves     or  we 
filoald  have  taken  pofleflion  of  the  cbuntry  with  an  ar^y,  and  do- 
iended  k  like  a  conquered  province. 

When  I  look  to  the  naval  part  of  the  campaigft,  I  find,  that 
Ac  capcuffcc  made  hf  the  enemy  are  greater  than  they  were  ever 
•  known  to  be  in  any  former  war ;  but  f  do  not  firtd  that  our  tracle 
bat  ifiereafed  in  the  feme  proportion.  By  documents,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  tulerahly  Qorrcia,  it  appears,  that  in  the  fecond  year 
aftof  France  joined  in  the  American  war,  the  number  of  Xhips  cap- 
teftd  by  France,  Spain,  and  America  .was  499.  How  many  of 
Aefc  we»  taken  by  Spain,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  it  is  ^probable  that 
ncarhrone  half  of  them  were  taken  by  the  Americans.  In  the  ft- 
oond  year  of  this  war,  when  we^  have  France  alone  to  contend  with, 
Ihc  number  of  fliips  belonging  to  Great  Britain  which  have  been 
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captured  by  France  amounts  to  860*    Until  I  hear  this  extraor- 
dinary difference,  under  circumftanccs  fo  much  Icfs  unfavourabie 
than  thpfe  of  the  period  to  whidi  I  have  alluded,  accounted  for,  I 
xnud  conclude  that  there  lias  been  a  great  dtfeA  in  the  navai  admr- 
niftration  of  this  country  ;  either  that  we  have  not  had  a  fufficient 
naval  force,  .or  that  Minifters  >iavc  not  well  applied  it.    His  Ma- 
jeftys  fpeech  from  the  ithroncy  in  January  ,  17  94.»  laid  the  ground 
of  mod  forcible  arguments  for  inquiry*.  .  Thatfpccch,  in  recapitu- 
lating the  advantages  obtained  by  the  arms  of  Che  allied  Powers^  as 
the  pledge  and  earned  of  ftill  greater  advantages^  almoft  exprcfsl^ 
affurcd  us  ofthc  empire  of  the  fea*    Oh !  the  little  for  cfight  of  pre-* 
fumptuous  men  !   Oh !  the  fallacy  of  humarv  hope !  Eveiy  pledge 
of  fucccfs,  every  topic  of  confolation,  held  oui  to  us  in  that  fpecch^ 
is  now  Converted  into  a  circumftance  of  defeat,  into  an  argument 
for  defpair !  "  The  United  Provhiccs,"  we  weretold^  ♦*  have  been 
jproteiled  from  invafion  ;  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  have  been  rcco* 
vered  and  maintained  y  piaccs  of  confiderablc  importance  bzvc  been 
acquired  on  the  fromiera  of  France ;  an  important  aod  decilive  blow 
has  been  given  to  their  naval  power;  at  fca  our fupcriority  has 
been  undliputed,  and  our  comrnerce  (o  effectually  protedcd,  that 
t^e  loffcs  fuf^ained  have  been  inconfid^rable,  in  pvoportion  to  its  ex« 
tent,  and  to  the  captures  made  of|  thfjcontraded  trade  ofthc  cnc<- 
jny."   .Yet  in  die  cpurfeof  a  year,  olbercd  in  with  fi>  much  pn>- 
mife,  our  fuperiority  at  fea  has  been  difputed  9  altera  fecond  more 
Important  and  dccifive  blow  given  to  the  enemy's  naval  power,  they 
"have  been  nwfters  ©f  the  fga  for  two  months,  and  860  of  our  (hips 
liavc  been  taken.  .  Evcjry  hope,  and  expedation  held  out  by  that 
/peech  is  now  cpnipletely  gone*    There  is  not  one  fingle  ground 
ftated  by  the  King  with  refpedl  to  the  probable  good  icvemsof  ths 
war  which  has  not  been  entirely  done  away.    We.hayc  loft  the 
fortreffcs  on  the  French  frontiers.    We  have  loft  tlie  Auflttaa 
Netherlands.    Wc  have  loft  Holland ;  and  the  trade  of  Eng- 
land has  been  greatly  injured^,    It  is  not  the  change  of  one 
"  man  ;  U  is  not  the  change  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
will  make  fatisfadion  for  tfee.  injury  fusftaincd  by  our  commerce.  I 
.   obfcrvc  likcwife,  that  fince  the  commenccmerK  of  -the  fffefent  war, 
the  re- captures  do  not  bear  a  greater  proportion  to  the  ftiips  taken 
than  tliey  did  in.  the  American  war,  when  Great  Britain  had  fo 
many  different  nations  againft  her.    Are  thefe,  or  arc  they  not, 
good  grounds  for  inquiry  ?  '  For  what  purpofe  do  gentlemen  diiiik 
the/  were  fent  to  this  Houfc  ?  .Do  they  believe  they  werefcnt  here 
fcr  the  folc  purpofe  of  votiiig  taxes,  a*  was  too  often  the  cafe  witb 
•  See  Dtbrcti*8  Srite  Pjipf  w,  Vol.  IL  p.  4S^ 
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die  hrliamcnts  of  the  ancient  Kings  of  this  countty  ?  or  as  a  Nsr* 
tionl  Council  Co  fee  that  the  Executive  Govcrnnient  is  not  only 
incomipty  but  judicious  t  It  might  have  been  fuppofed,  that  after 
tbc  memorable  6r(l  of  June,  we  ihould  be  maflers  ot  the  fea  ;  but 
tchavc  no  rcafon  to  boaft  of  the  aianncr  in  which  we  have  i«i- 
piOTcdthat  vi^ry.  Our  fleet  came  into  port  in  November,  and 
die  French  fleet  put  to  fea  ;  no  doubt  becaufc  ours  was  returned.*-* 
Salitde  ibreiight  or  exertion  was  difplayed  in  preparing 'our  fleet  for 
fcas^n,  that  it  could  not  go  out  till  late  in  January ;  and  thus 
tirtwo  months  the  French  were  mafters  of  the  fea,  and  your  fleets 
rf  merdiantmen,  an3  even  troops  embarked  for  important  foreign 
icfviccs,  were  blocked  up  in  your  ports.  I  fliall,  perhaps,  be  toId» 
"  That  our  flict  cannot  be  always  out."  Lfay,  that  under  proper 
osRigeiBcnt,  a  great  part  of  it  always  might  be  out.    But  were 

months  nccelfary  ?  Will  any  man  contend  that  it  might  not 
favc  been  ready  in  left  than  two  months,  during  great  part  of 
»hidi  rime  it  was  known  that  the  French  fleet  was  out  ?  There 
*Mcvcna  rumour,  that  after  the  Ihips  were  ready  for  fea,  they 
woe  detained  for  want  of  bifcuit  and  other  proviflons,  which  it  be- 
ome  neceflary  -to  fend  by  land  carriage.  How  true  thcfe  reports 
flay  be  I  know  not ;  but  thoy  have  been  generally  circulated 
>ttl  generally  believed,  which  is  a  fufficient  reafon  why  you 
ftould  inquire,  that  their  truth  or  falfehood  may  be  afcertained.— 
tvciy  one  of  the  circumftanccs  I  have  mentioned  calls  aloud  for  in- 
¥»ry,  unlefs  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  be  prepared  to  fay  that- 

prtfcnt  circumftances,  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  countr}',  are 
happy  and  fo  profperous,  as  to  be  prima  fade  evidence  of  the  dili^ 
FKc  and  ability  of  His  Majefly's  Minifters  ;  that  they  have  fleered ' 
*fofteadily,  and  piloted  us  fb  wifely,  that  we  ought  to  repofe  im- 
ffcit  confidence  in  them  without  inquiry,  and  deliver  oyer  to  them 
4c  funftions  of  the  Houfe  of  Comnaons.    Can  Minifters  them- 
fcl*cs  ftate  any  ground  why  this  Houfe  ought  to  repofe  in  them  any 
Wnfidcncc  whatever,  much  lefs  fuch  extraordinary  confidence  as  this  ? 
Will  they  fay  that  their  adminiftration  of  the  war  has  been  fuccefsful, 
*  that  the  ftate  of  the  country  is  profperous?  I  am  not,  I  hope,  a 
^  ID  give  to  fuccefs  more  credit  ifhan  is  due  to  it ;  I  hope  I  can 
'^'otnce  unfuccefsful  wifdom  ;  my  own  life  has  not  been  fuch  as  to 
fadmc  tp  tiiink  that  fuccefs  (hould  be  confidered  as  the  criterion  of 
^•itaii.   Let  the  Minifter  fay  that  the  calamities  which  have  be- 
^  the  country  have  b^  the  immediate  ad^s  of  God  ;  that  they 
been  thunder  ftorms  and  tempefts,  where  human  prudence 
avail  us  nothings    But  let  him  not  fay  that  Great  Brium  is 
^'^ining  in  every  quarter  ;  that  flie  has  been  reduced  in  J^er  re- 
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certain  prejudices  in  that  counrry  wliich  would  throw  much  difficultg 
in  the  way  of  the  Roman  Cathc^Iics  getting  all  they  afked,  and 
that  juftice  required  they  (hould  have,  as  fubjeets  of  the  fame  Con* 
ftitution,  viz.  equality  of  rights  with  every  other  fubjcd^.  Thcrq^ 
had  fprung  up  in  that  country  a  ftningc  jargon  of  what  is  called  ^ 
proteftant  afcondancy,  as  if  f*.ch  a  thing  as  a  religious  afcendanqp 
ought  to  take  place  in  politics.  Minilrcrs,  fome  time  ago,  got  over 
the  difficulty  in  part,  and,  although  not  in  a  way  calculated  to  gain 
much  rcfpcdl,  conciliated  the  afFcdions  of  the  Cath  )lics  fot  the  time. 
This,  liowcver,  was  not  the  only  fubjcd  of  complaint.  There 
were  other  abufes  in  Ireland,  of  which  the  people  did  bitterly  com- 
plain ;  and  when  the  coalition  took  place,  in  July  lad,  however 
much  I  might  lament  diat  event,  I  certainly  did  think  ir  might  pn*. 
ducj  this  good  cffc&,  that  the  corrupt  Adminiftration  of  Ireland  would 

radically  rcfjrmed,  and  that  pofiibly  as  much  might  be  gained  to 
liberty  there  as  feemed  to  he  loft  to  it  hei*c.  Th^t  vra^  in  fa«£V  near 
being  the  cafe,  when  all  of  a  fuddcn  things  took  a  diiicrcnt  turn. 

Without  entering  into  the  queftion  — Who  is  to  blame?  I  a(k 
the  King's  Minifters,  and  defy  them  to  give  me  any  anfwer  but  one, 
whether  Ireland  is  not  at  prefcnt  in  a  ftatc  of  irritation  ?  whether 
(he  is  not  in  a  ftatc  of  danger  r  And  if  (he  is  in  fuch  a  fituation  as 
to  give  juft  caufc  of  alarm  to  every  friend  of  the  country,  whether 
this  ftate  has  not  been  cccafioncd  foldy  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ? 
Some  people  may  fay,  "  It  is  owing  to  tlie  Minifters  here — others 
— "  to  the  Minifters  there."  But  I  defy  any  man  to  fay  that  the 
prefent  ftate  of  that  country— whether  it  be  owing  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland  I  know  not — whether  it  be  owing  to  the  right  honourable 
pentleman  oppoHte  to  nu;,  or  to  Earl  FitzwiUiam,  I  know  not— 
But  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  the  improper 
conduct  of  the  King's  Minifters.  Let  Minifters  thcmfclves  explain, 
and  point  out  to  the  Public  thofe  individuals  on  whom  they  fay  blame 
ought  to  attach ; — 'but  let  them  deny  this  fad  if  they  can :  that  the 
present  irritated  flatc  of  Ireland  has  arifen  folely  from  the  coiulucl 
of  Minifters  there  or  in  this  country  ;  although  I  have  little  doubt 
-  in  my  own  mind  to  which  of  them  it  is  owing.  Earl  FitxwiUiam 
is  fcnt  over  as  Lord  Lieutenant  to  Ireland,  juftly  popular  from  his 
perfonal  charadcr,  and  more  fo  from  his  connection  with  a  parr  of 
the  Miniftry  here,  fuppofrd  to  be  favourable  to  the  claims  of  Ire- 
land. He  arrives ;  he  cnnfulrs  with  men  to  whom  the  people  of 
Ireland  had  been  long  accuftonftd  to  look  up  with  confidence  — 
he  is  adored,  he  is  idolizv-d — he  is  idoliicd  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
xhq  people  of  Ireland  join  v^ith  him  in  the  abfurd  cry  of  War? 
Nothing  but  Eafl  Fitzwilliam's  p>pularitv,— notliing  but  his 
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(onal  charaAer,  and  his  connexion  with  that  part  of  the  Miniftry 
here,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  friendly  to  the  claims  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  could  have  induced  them  to  join  in  that  cry.  What 
ha})pens?  —  E^rl  Fitzwilliam  ftates  from  the  Throne  the  general 
*3hcs  of  His  Majefty  for  carrying  on  the  war  ;  that  it  is  intended 
topve  emancipation  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. — And  al- 
though it  is  not  ufual  for  His  Majefty's  fpeech  to  ftate  fpecifically  the 
topics  to  which  it  recommends  the  attention  of  Parliament ;  yet  this 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  ftates  in  very  diftincft  terms.  [It  was  intimated 
from  the  Miniftcrial  fide  of  the  Houfe  that  this  was  not  fo.]  It 
was  lb  undcrftood  (continued  Mr.  Fox,)  or,  if  you  pleafc,  it  wasfo 
mifundcrftood  in  the  Irilh  Parliament.  They  are  told  that  abufes 
are  to  be  reformed ; — they  fee  the  moft  refpedcd  men  in  the  coun- 
try daily  riling  up  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  propofe  the  reform 
of  abufes  ; — they  fee  t!^ok  meafures  attended  with  fewer  difmilfals 
from  office  undoubtedly  than  the  people  could  have  wifticd,  but 
•idithc  diixniiTal  of  feveral  perfons  known  to  t^e  connected  with  the 
dd  d>ufes.  They  conlider  all  this  as  the  omen  of  approaching  li- 
berty; and  that  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  w^ithout  diftindlion,  arc 
about  to  enjoy  thofe  rights  and  privileges  to  M'hich  they  are  Injuftice 
intidcd,  and  which  they  ought  always  to  have  enjoyed. — All  this 
pafe,  day  after  day,  in  the  fecc  of  the  world,  without  the  leaft  op- 
pofidon  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain.  What  follows  ? 
Great  fupplies  arc  called  for  by  His  Majefty  ;  and  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
®cm  vote  fupplies  cKceeding,  in  an  enormous  degree,  any  ever  voted 
»  any  former  period.  The  Irifti,  in  high  expeftation  of  the  pro- 
Biifed  reform  of  abufes^  with  a  degree  of  imprudence,  not  perhaps 
Wdly  juftifiable  on  tlie  fober  and  cautious  principle  that  reform  and 
%)ply  (hould  go  hand  in  hand  (but  it  is  the  character  of  the  nation 
*obc  more  generous  than  prudent,)  granted  the  fupplies  before  the 
Pmraifc  was  fulfilled.  The  moment  thefe  enormous  fupplies  arc 
P^^cd,  the  cup  is  daflied  from  their  lips,  their  eager  and  excited 
bopcs  arc  blaftcd,  and  they  are  told,     We  have  got  your  money  ; 

may  now  feck  for  your  reform  where  you  can."  The  Minifters 
bcrc  dien  quarrel  with  this  popular  Lord  Lieutenant,  this  favourite 
fend  of  their  own,  whofe  perfonal  charadter  did  more  for  the  coa- 
^Axi  than  the  chancers  of  all  the  other  Minifters  united.    I  fay, 

the  perfonal  character  alone  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  did  more  for 
4c  coalition  than  the  charadtcrs  of  the  whole  Cabinet  of  Great  Bri- 
^  united  could  do ;  —it  made  the  coalition  popular,  becaufe,  from 
^  accdfion  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  pure.  •  They  give  up,  however, 

popular  friend,  whom  but  a  few  months  before  they  had  taken 
•wc  pains  to  gain  than  all  the  reft  who  joined  thtm  cither/Acn  orT 
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afterwaids.  Even  Earl  FitzwIUiam  they  gave  up  cather  than  that 
Ireland  fhould  receive  from  this  country  the  benefits  to  which  (he 
is  in  common  juftice  intitled  -; — and  in  the  hopes  of  which  flic  had 
voted  for  the  fervice  of  His  Majcfty  fuch  large  and  liberal  fuppUcs. 

Sir,  I  may  be  told  "that  this  Lord  Lieutenant  gave  hopes  ^tid 
promifcs  which  he  was  not  authorifcd  to  give."  To  that  I  anfwer, 
that  from  my  knowledge  of  him,  I  do  not  believe  it.  But  fuppofe 
it  were  fo ;  what  is  that  to  us  ?  what  is  that  to  this  Houfe  ?  Is  it 
not  a  matter  of  total  indifference  to  us  where  the  blame  lies  i  Is  no^ 
^reli^nd  in  danger  ?  No  man  will  deny  it ;  and  that  is  fufEcient  for 
mypurpofe.  The  blame  attaches  cither  on  the  Minifters  in  Irelan<^ 
or  on  the  Minifters  here ; — and  if  this  Houfe  does  not  inftitute  a|i 
inquiry,  and  explain  clearly  and  fatisfaftorily  to  the  Public  who  h^ 
been  the  caufe  of  this  alarming  danger,  we  may  be  refponfible  for 
the  difmemberment  of  the  Britifh  empire.  It  may  be  fuppofedthat 
this  is  one  of  thofe  qucftions,  on  which  1  have  ftrong  perfonal  partialis 
ties.  I  admit  it.  I  believe  I  fhall  never  be  able  to  diveft  myfdf 
of  them ;  and  I  am  perfcftly  convinced  that  Earl  FitxwilUam'i 
conduit  in  this  particular  inftance  has  been  agreeable  to  the  uniform 
tenour  of  his  whole  life.  I  firmly  believe  that  he  has  adted  fairly 
and  honourably,  and  agreeably  to  wh^t  was  underftood  between  hii9 
and  his  colleagues  in  the  Britiih  Cal)inet :— this  convidion  is  matter 
of  great  private  fatisfadion  to  me — but  it  is  nothing  to  the  Public^ 
or  to  this.  Houfe.  That  great  and  imminent  danger  has  been  in^ 
curred  is  undeniable ;  and  this  Houfe  cannot  refufe  to  inquire  into 
the  caufe  of  the  danger,  witli  a  view  to  difcover  the  means  of  avert- 
ing it,  without  betraying  one  of  its  moft  important  trufb.  I  call 
not  for  this  inquiry  to  clear  the  charafler  of  this  or  that  Miniftcr, 
in  order  to  attach  blame  to  another.  The  great  duty  of  this  Houfe 
is  to  fhew  to  the  people  of  England,  by  vvhofe  fault  this  danger  has 
been  created. 

The  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  make  about  three  fourths  of 
the  people,  and  I  am  happy  to  fee  that  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protertants  now  only  raal^e  one  party ; — I  do  not  therefore  drod 
any  rupture  between  the  Roman  Catholics  and  the  Protcfiants- 
The  parties  now  to  be  dreaded  in  Ireland  are,  on  the  one  handi  ^ 
few  people  holding  places  of  great  emolument,  and  fupporting  cor- 
ruption and  abufcs ; — and  on  the  other,  tlic  Irifti  nation.  The 
Proteftants  arc  ^  much  intereftcd  in  this  great  bufincfsof  reform  as 
the  Roman  Catholics.  They  liave  but  one  great  common  intercft 
—to  preferve  that  country  a^inft  a  corrupt  an<i  oppreCTivc  Adinioi- 
flration.  I  no  longer  dfead  any  danger  to  Ireland  firom  difputc* 
^tween  the  Roman  Catholics  and  the  Pioteflants.— -But  I  djDca4  tha^ 
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Ac  Irifli  nation,  in  confcquencc  of  the  fupport  of  abufcs  and  conup- 
i  ten,  may  become  left  conne6led  with,  and  Icfs  attached  to,  the 
Englifh  nation. — I  dread  the  alienation  of  the  Irifh  people  from 
1  tfic  Englifh  Government.    Many  gentlemen  in  this  country,  who 
hvc  not  taken  all  the  pains  they  might  to  examine  into  the  fubjcft, 
may  imagine  that  the  Government  of  Ireland,  bccaufe  confifting  of 
King,  Lords  and  Commons,  nearly  refcmbles  that  of  Great  Britain. 
That  however  is  by  no  means  the  cafe.    Thefe  three  branches  of 
tte  Irifli  Conftitution,  although  the  fame  in  name  with  the  three 
branches  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  differ  materially  in  their  com- 
pofition; — and  the  Government  of  Ireland  varies  in  many  otlier  re- 
from  the  Government  of  this  country.   I  dare  fay  alfo,  that 
feme  gentlemen  know  fo  little  of  what  has  paffed  in  Ireland  fincc 
the  year  1793,  as  to  imagine  that  the  Roman  Catholics  are  now 
oarhr  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  Proteftants ;  and  that,  fince  the 
above  period,  they  have  fuffered  no  perfecutions  or  exclufions.  It 
there  is  any  man  who  thinks  fo,  he  grofsly  deceives  himfclf.  But 
paffing  over  thefe  circumftances,  is  it  not  felf-evident,  that  the  dan- 
ger ariCng  from  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  Ireland,  has  been  created  by  fomc 
Ac  Hang's  Minifters  ?  Let  the  Houfe  go'  into  an  inquiry,  and 
ti-cy  will  clearly  fee  on  whom  punifhment  ought  to  fall.    If  the 
Miniilcrs  in  Ireland  are  guilty,  let  them  be  puniflied  :  or,  if  His 
Majcfty's  Minifters  here  (which  is  much  more  probable)  have  been 
Ac  caufc  of  this  irritation,  let  punifliment  fall  upon  them.    If  Earl 
FiTiwilliam,  rafhly  and  wantonly  running  after  popularity,  has  fa- 
trificcd  the  real  interefts  of  that  country,  he  defervcs  the  fcvereft 
ftnfure,  and  the  moft  rigorous  proceedings  of  this  Houfe  againft 
Km.   But  I  am  confident  that  this  is  not  the  fadl.    If  upon  an 
^rjy  by  this  Houfe,  it  (hall  appear,  that  he  has  been  trifled 
I        and  fhufflcd  out  of  his  mcafurcs  and  fituation  by  Minifters 
^1  m  order  to  fcrve  their  own  bafe  purpofes ;  if  it  (hall  appear 
lie  has  acted  on  the  principles  of  prudence  and  patriot!  fm,  and 
fat  his  Government  was  founded  on  principles  which  tended  to 
P^cfervc  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries,  what  ccnfure, 
^  punifhment,  can  be  too  fevere  for  thofe  who  have  been  the  au- 
^of  fuch  (huffling  and  of  fuch  duplicity  ?  That  the  whole  blame 
»this  bulinefs  is  to  be  imputed  to  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  is  a 
about  which  no  man  living  can  difpute.    It  may  be  faid, 
Naps,  that  fome  of  the  King's  Minifters  are  more  and  others  left 
''wrAle.    If  that  is  fo,  let  us  go  into  a  Committee,  and  we  (hall 
^*!c  to  afccrtain  with  accuracy  the  different  degrees  of  guilt  that 
Wo^lD  different  individuals.    On  dut  ground  it  is  impoffible 
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I  have  now  nearly  gone  through  the  different  points  to  which  at 
the  outfet  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  though  I  have  pur- 
pofely  omitted  many  circumltanccs  conneftcd  with  the  fubje(ft.  I 
know  it  to  be  a  common  argument  againft  fuch  motions  as  this  to 
fay,  "  Your  final  c^bjedt  is  the  removal  of  Minifters  ;  why  then  do 
you  not  move  at  once  to  remove  tkc  King  s  minifters  r"  My  an- 
fwer  is,  Becaufe  I  think  we  ought  firft  to  have  an  inquir)''.  At  the 
fame  time  I  candidly  admit  my  cpnion  to  be,  that  if  an  inquiry  be 
gone  into,  the  refult  muft  be  the  removal  of  His  Majefty's  prefent 
Minifters.  On  what  rational  ground  (hould  this  induce  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  oppofe  inquiry  r  Does  any  man, 
who  approves  of  continuing  the  war,  hope  for  better  fuccefs  than  wc 
have'hitherto  experienced,  while  it  is  condud^ed  with  the  fame  wcak- 
nefs  and  folly  ?  Doe^  any  man  who  wiftics  for  an  end  to  the  war, 
hope  that  His  Majefty  s  prefent  Minifters  can  obtain  for  this  country 
a  fefe  and  honourable  peace  ?  If,  after  an  inquiry  into  their  paft 
conduct,  it  (hall  turn  out  that  they  have  a6lcd  juftly  and  wifely, 
then  let  us  cpnfinue  our  confidence  in  them.  But  if  the  contrary 
Ihould  appear,  as  I  ftrongly  fufpcdl  it  will,  then  it  will  become  the 
duty  of  this  Houfe  to  call  them  to  an  account,  perhaps  to  punifliment. 
This  inquiry,  among  other  advantages  attending  it,  will  difcover 
to  the  nation  the  true  caufes  of  all  our  late  failures  and  calamities. 

In  everjr  undcrtiiking,  there  are  two  points  to  be  confidered— 
the  objedl,  and  the  means.  Wife  men  choofe  a  wife  object,  aiid 
perfift  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  it  by  varying  the  means,  the  ohje<ft 
ftill  the  fame.  The  condud  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  has  been 
quite  the  rcverfe  with  regard  to  the  war.  Day  after  day,  and  mo- 
tion after  motion  has  varied  the  objeft,  but  they  uniformly  inlift  on 
the  fame  means.  Blood,  war,  and  treafure  are  their  mearu>,  how- 
ever they  may  vary  their  qbjedl.  They  have  invariably  perfifted  in 
thefe  means,  and  in  the  means  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfclf)  of  putting 
thcfe  means  in  execution,  they  have  equally  perfifted.  They  have 
conftantly  avoided  making  a  choice  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
alternative  I  have  ftatcd.  They  have  roufed  all  France  againft  them. 
They  have  gained  ;io  party  whatever  in  that  country,  becaufe  they 
have  clearly  fhewn  that  they  dcferved  the  confidence  of  no  party. 

The  prefent  ftateof  the  aflPairs  of  Ireland  fhews,  that  there  is  no 
part  of  the  Britifti  empire  in  which  the  ftrongeft  traces  of  the  Mini- 
fter's  mifcondudl  are  not  to  be  found.  There  arc  fomc  occafions, 
one  would  imagine,  upon  which  Minifters  muft  wilh  to  be  clearly 
underftood.  But  men  never  get  the  better  of  their  nature ;  and 
whenever  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofitc  to  me  exprcfles 
himfelf,  he  is  differently  underftood  by  evei^  man  (^(^gf^^^  • 
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wen  upon  thofc  occafions  when  he  pretends  to  be  moft  explicit,  he 
'  is  differently  undcrftood  by  different  Members  of  this  Houfe,  by  his 
mn  particular  friends  in  it ;  and  when  he  is  called  upon  to  explain 
i  hiicfelf,  he  is  equally  unfortunate — ^his  expreflions  are  ftill  ambigu- 
I  GQs  and  doubtful.  What  has  lately  happened  in  Ireland  is  a  farther 
proof  of  this  ;  for  it  now  turns  out,  that  upon  tlie  nx>(l  intportant 
fubjedshe  is  not  under (lood,  or  lather  he  is  mifunderftood  by  his 
(wncdleagucs  in  the  Cabinet.    Has  not  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tonan  the  fiaculty  cf  fpeech  ?  It  is  not  fiirely  for  want  of  words,  or 
dwicc  of  expreflion,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  thus  un- 
intelligible.  But,  although  poffefTed  of  as  great  powers  of  eloquence 
as  ever  belonged  to  man,  he  employs  that  gift,  not  for  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  was  conferred,  of  being  clearly  and  diftinftly  underilood, 
but  for  the  purpofe  of  being  mifundcrR(  od.    When  in  a  private 
rocm  with  fome  of  his  new  colleagues,  it  is  impoflible  for  the  right 
honcurablc  gentleman  fo  to  cxprefs  hirafelf  as  that  they  can  be  cer- 
tain they  underftand  him.  What  was  laid  of  a  great  man  of  antient 
I   times,  is  extremely  applicable  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman— 
In  nlus  poUiicisy  nihil  Jimfkxy  nihil  apertuniy  nihil  honejium.  If 
we  gp  into  this  inquiry,  we  (hall  prove  to  our  conftituents  that  wc 
arc  really  affected  by  the,  ftatc  of  the  country,  and  that  wc  are  not 
idle  or  forgetful  of  our  duty*    It  is  of  much  importance,  in  this 
mcmtnt  oi  danger,  that  we  (houid  be  perfc<Sly  acquainted  with  our 
I    true  fituation.    Let  us  put  it  out  of  the  power  pf  any  man  to  fay 
djat  Great  Britain  is  perfiftingin  a  difaffa-ous  war,  without  knowing 
«hoare  her  allies  ;  witliout  inquiring  what  are  the  caufes  of  her 
failures  and  calamities  ;  and  that  every  thin^  is  gone  except  the  name 
of  her  ancient  Conftitution. 

But  whether  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  is  granted  or  not,  I  (ball 
at  kaft  derive  this  fatisfadlion  from  having  moved  for  it,  that  I 
ftall  (hew  to  the  people  of  England  that  there  are  ftill  fome  men  in 
the  great  council  of  the  nation,  who  anxioufly  wifli  to  have  an  op- 
jportanity  of  proving  to  theiji  what  is  their  real  fituation,  and  of  do- 
ing every  thing  iii  their  power  to  avert,  if  poffible,  the  farther  ca*« 
bmitics  of  war,  and  efFufion  of  human  blood. 

If  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  is  gone  into,  I  fliall  have  occafion  \m 
move  for  a  number  of  papers,  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  the  courfe 
rf  my  fpeech,  particularly  the  correfpondcnce  refpeding  Ireland^ 
and  which  will  afford  that  information  which  I  conceive  to  be  of  fo 
I  much  importance.  At  prefent  I  (hall  conclude  with  moving* 
I  •  That  this  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
t^e,    confider  of  the  (hte  of  the  nation.'' 
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^  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  before  he  proceeded  to  rctnarK 
on  the  different  topics  introduced  in  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honour- 
Ale  gentleman,  he  would  firft  briefly  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfc 
to  the  only  true  point  of  the  motion  which  had  juft  been  made, 
mmely,  the  reference  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  a  lifter  kingdom 
introduced  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  cc^lufTon  of  his 
fpccch.    The  other  topics  were  nrcrely  a  repetition  of  all  that  had 
been  fo  frequently  acN'anccd  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman  ki 
Ac  courfe  of  the  prefent  and  the  preceding  feflions.    What  he  had 
fefied  upon  as  a  feparate  and  fubftamive  ground  of  inquiry  was  the 
ftate  of  politics  in  that  lifter  kingdom.  For  however  he  might  havt 
enforcdl  other  topics,  however  his  fpeech  might  have  affumcd  the 
(hape  of  an  elaborate  and  able  difcuflion  of  the  paft  and  prefent  fitu- 
ation of  the  country,  it  was  evident  that  it  was  brought  forward  with 
a  view  to  the  difficulty  and  embarralfment  of  the  particular  crifis, 
as  affording  a  favourable  opportunity  for  a  motion  of  general  inquiry ; 
^erwife,  nine-tenths  of  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man,  would  have  been  as  applicable  at  any  former  period  of  the 
fidTion,  as  at  the  prefent  moment.    That  particular  crifis,  which 
the  fight  honourable  gentleman  had  uiged,  as  affording  an  irreliftible 
avguinent  for  inquiry,  he  would  contend,  operated  as  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  decifivc  obje6Hon  to  any  fuch  inquiry  being  inftitutcd-  It 
was  matter  of  extreme  delicacy  how  far  an  Englifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons (hould  take  up  the  difculTions,  which  proj>erly  belonged  to  an 
independent  Legillature.    In  the  peculiar  circumftances  in  which  he 
fbod,  he  was  fen(ib}e  1k)w  nccelfary  it  was  for  him  to  be  extremely 
puitious  on  the  prefent  occ^fion.    He  would  hot  deny  that  in  what 
had  happened  there  was  much  which  he  bad  to  regret ;  but  he  would 
vsnture  Mdlj  t&  ftatc  for  himfelf  and  his  colleagues,  that  if  any 
^mbatvr^iimcnt  had  arifen  in  Ireland,  it  did  not  proceed  from  any 
dedamtren  fan£iioned  by  them,  committing  His  Majefty's  Govern- 
menr  in  that  country.    He  would  not  now  enter  into  the  qucftion, 
(if  that  fhould  ever  come  to  be  difcuffcd)  whether  any  blame  attached 
180'  the  rofpedfablc  perfon  at  the  head  of  the  Government.    He  hid 
pnly  thought  neceflTar}'  to  make  an  aflfertion  in  juftice  to  himfelf  and 
his  colleagues,  which  he  would  defy  at  any  future  peribd  to  be  dif- 
proyed.   The  great  queftion  was,  what  advantage  would  arife  from 
the  invcAlgation  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gendeman  ?  Would 
he  tell  him  that  a  moment  of  cmbarrafTment,  irritation,  and  dif- 
quietudo,  was  the  moft  proper  period  to  bring  forward  a  fubjed  of 
difciifTion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  connedtcd  witii  all  the  topics 
which  might  influence  the  decifion  of  an  independent  Lcgiflaturc  on 
objcds  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  intercft  of  both  countries  ? 
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If  it  va$  his  wi(h  to  allay  the  fpirk  of  irritation,  whidi  had  lately 
been  engendered)  and  to  avert  the  mifchievous  conieqoenecs  widi 
which  it  m^t  be  atteodcd^  unfortunately  his  motion  was  calculated 
toinoeafe  the  ferment;  and  to  aggravate,  if  not  to  produce,  the 
(inger.    One  additional  rcafian  afi^ed  why  the  Houfe  Ihould 
'mii%  CoflDinittceof  Inquhy  was,  with  a  view  to  the  termination 
of  the  Mr.    It  was  rather  Angular  that  fuch  a  reaibn  (hould  be 
bw^it  forward  after  the  repeated  declarations  of  that  Houfe  of  their 
iflfintfians  to  porofecute  the  war  with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  unani* 
out?,  SIS  affording  the.  mod  rational  profpeA  of  bringing  it  to  a  de* 
firable  tirmiination.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  aflumed  not 
tbt  diiappointtnent  and  emharrafiment  had  already  come  to  fuch  a 
(keh,  as  lo  preclude  any  farther  exertion  on  our  part,  bat  that,  if 
USsKd.  to  go  OHp  they  might  produce  fuch  confequences  as  woutd 
di&Ue  the  country  from  continuing  the  conteft.    On  that  point .  he 
l»d  00  hefitadon  to  fay,  that  he  exaggerated  the  danger.  He  could 
vrtj  however,  help  remarking  on  the  mode  of  treating  the  fubjeA 
adopted  by  the  right'honourabhs  gentleman.    To  hold  out  to  the 
Caries,  that  fuch  might  be  the  effcds  of  refuting  their  claims, 
what  was  ii  but  to  produce  the  codequence,  which  he  (eemed  to 
depKcate;  Whal  was  it  but  faying  to  them  that  the  bare  drcum* 
luiee  of  calling  ^ofe  claims  in  queflion,  that  the  delay  interpofed 
is  grandng  them  to  their  utmoft  extent,  that  the  heiitaring  to  level 
aU  thofe  di{lin£itons  which  had  fo  long  been  eflablifhed,  ai\d  the 
policy  of  not  being  in  too  great  haftc  t©  heap  upon  them  new  privileges 
iaadfidon  to  thc^  which. they  had  (b  lately  acquired,  were  to  them 
WOerj  of  feriotis  and  intolerable  grievance  ?— What 'was  it  but  to 
o^uQtcnanoe  difcontcat  under  pretext  of  lamenting  it,  and  to  produee 
^ogerby  tbe.Ycry  means  which  were  recommended  as  ufeful  for 
INcautioB ;  What  was  it  but  proclaiming  to  the  enemies  the  em- 
kanaffinent  and  difficidties  under  which  we  laboured  at  home,  a  fort 
ooDdu&by  no  means  calculated  to  diminifh  their  hc^s  of  fuccefs, 
ft  infiiieiiito  them,  new  dtijpoGtiona  to  peace  ?  If  the  Houfe  from 
^  pDpeft  of  the  French  arms  in  Brabant  and  Holland,  and  from 
^  ricws  which  they  difcovered  of  .enlarging  their  territories,  in 
(■ifoitioa  to  the  extent  of  their  conquefts,  had  been  only  more* 
^iljr  ini|»eflSbd:With  the  neceffity  ot  vigorous  exertion  and  manly 
loferennce  iaAe  oontefl,  would,  they  be  likely  to  adopt  a  motion, 
in  the  cefult  could  only  be  pixxludive  of  humiliation  and  dif* 
I  ^RaialsiieDi  t  Would  they  proclaim  to  the  enemy  a  danger  with  re- 
>  ^  totibem&lvcg,  which  if  not  proclaimed,  might  in  h(k  have  no 
^^ihm}  Cbnfidered.  in  this  pdnt  of  view,  he  could  not  well 
^l^ViWia  amdud  Ie&  coniifienr  with  found  policy,  the  true  inl^erel^s- 
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of  the  empire^  or  the  termination  of  that  great  ftruggle  in  which 
the  country  was  engaged,  than  that  which  was  propofed  by  the  prc- 
fent  motion.   With  refpeft  to  the  fubjed,  fo  for  as  it  affedcd  Ire- 
land, the  comfort  of  indlviduds,  the  peace  of  the  Community,  and 
the  queftion  in  point  of  policy,  how  far  an  equal  participation  of 
rights  ought  at  once  to  take  place  between  thofe  who  had  long  bc^ 
eftablifhed  in  the  poiTeflion  of  certain  privileges,  aAd  thofe  who  had 
formerly  been  merely  tolerated ;  all  thcfe  were  topics,  into  which 
he  (hould  hot  enter  at  prefent,  as  in  all  probability  a  future  oppor- 
tunity would  prefent  itfelf  for  their  difcuflion.   Having  thus  difmif- 
fed  that  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument,  which 
appeared  to  him  the  moil  important,  he  had  fome  difficulty  how  to 
fpeak  as  to  the  general  qucftion.    He  liardly  knew  how  to  fuppofe 
Ae  right  honourable  gentleman  could  be  in  earneft,  when  he  occu- 
pied upwards  of  three  hours  in  delivering  as  able  and  eloquent  a 
fpeeph  as  was  ever  uttered  in  that  Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  intro- 
ducing a  peroration  which  lafted  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
applied  to  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  time.    He  (hould  dif- 
penfe  with  following  him  through  the  long  detail  into  which  he  had 
gone,  becaufe  at  a  time  when  the  fadls  referred  to  were  more  recent, 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  ftating  his  fentiments  at  length  to  the 
Houfe.    He  had  no  objcdHon  to  the  different  points  ftated  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  as  proper  grounds  of  inquiry ;  they  were 
no  doubt  fuch  as  formed  ferious  objeds  of  attention  to  a  great  nation 
involved  in  a  ftate  of  war.    They  comprehended  the  queftion  of 
refources,  population,  revenue,  foreign  connexions,  the  objeA  of 
the  war,  and  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  profecuted.  Inihort^ 
there  was  no  point,  political,  financial,  commercial,  and  almoft 
fpeculative,  that  related  to  the  flate  of  the  country,  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  had  not  contrived 
to  embrace.  But  he  wovid  aik,  whether  the  Houfe  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  feflion,  and  after  the  repeated  declarations  which  they 
had  made  with  refpeft  to  their  views,  were  in  a  proper  iituation  to 
be  required  to  enter  into  in  inquiry,  which  no  length  of  iefiion,  and 
no  accuracy  of  inveftigation  could  enable  them  to  overtake. — One 
unfortunate  (ingularity  which  attended  the  prefent  motion,  was  that 
the  Houfe  had  already  determined  on  thofe  very  queitions,  with  it- 
(pc&  to  which  it  was  propofed  to  inititote  an  inquiry.    This  volu« 
minous  and  extenlive  inquiry  had  already  been  fuperfeded  by  the 
votes  of  the  Houfe.    With  refpe£l  to  the  means  by  which  the  war 
was  to  be  carried  on,  thefe  had  already  been  provided.    The  ri^t 
honourable  gentleman  had  repeatedly  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  de* 
cide  with  him  on  the  points  which  he  had  brought  intadie  difcuffion 
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of  ft)-night,  and  in  which  he  had  been  fupport^d  by  a  fmall  inino*. 
iftf.    The  great  naajority  of  that  Houfe  had  decided  upon  different 
principles  ;  principles  whiclv  they  had  deliberately  adopted,  upori 
viiich  they  were  now  ading,  and  into  the  grounds  of  which  it 
could  not  therefore  be.  fuppofcd  ncccffary  that  they  Ihould  now  in- 
(joirc.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  employed  exaftly  the 
£une  arguments  on  die  debates  which  took  place  with  refpe<fl  to  the 
araiy  and  navy,  when  the  points  which  he  had  brought  forward  to 
fapport  his  prefent  motion,  furni(hed  the  fair  ai)d  proper  fubjeds  of 
<B<cu(fion.   The  next  ground  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man propofcs  to  enter  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  is  in  order  to 
a&crtain  the  (late  of  the  finances  of  the  country  ;  that  is  already  af* 
mtained  by  the  vote  of  the  Houfe,  of  a  loan  of  1 8  millions,  a  fum . 
indeed  great  and  unprecedented,  but  necefTaiy  from  the  magnitude 
rf  die  conteft  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  the  novelty  of  the 
cfibrts  with  which  they  had  to  contend.    The  bill  granting  that  ^ 
kon,  and  ftating  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  fupplied,  was  a  more 
^Kisfadory  proof  of  the  flourifliing  (late  of  the  credit  of  the  country,, 
and  of  the  confidence  of  monied  men,  than  could  be  derived  from 
the  refult  of  any  inquiry  that  could  take  place.    It  proved,  in  fpitd 
of  all  thb  exaggeration  which  had  been  employed  to  depreciate  the 
idborces  of  the  CQuntry,  that  fo  far  from  having  fuffered  any  dimi* 
\  nution,  they  had  increafed  in  a 'degree  equal  to  the  extraordinary 
I  talc  of  expenditure  which  had  lately  been  incurred.    The  taxes 
ferdiefervica  of  the  prefent  year  amounted  to  i,6oo,oool. ;  bulf 
4efc  had  not  arifen  merely  from  expences  actually  incurred  by  the 
but  from  the  vigilance  of  Parliament  in  making  provifion  for 
Qoferefeen  exigencies,  and  their  attention  in  continuing  the  fund  for 
I  Accxtin^on  of  the  national  debt*    As  to  the  means  by  which  thtf 
j   ae«r  taxes  were  to  be  raifed,  they  were  fiich  as  could  be  voted,  cer- 
Unly  not  without  regret,  for  the  neccffity  of  impodng  frcfli  burdens 
iwift  always  be  matter  of  unpleafant  feeling,  but  without  the  apprc- 
.  hcofion     {erfanis  confequenccs,  or  the  likelihood  of  kvcxe  prcKTurc 
•oaigr  order  of  the  Conimunity.  The  next  ground  which  the  right 
honourable  genfleitian  had  ftated  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  In- 
iwnr,  was  to  afccrtain  liow  far  tl^e  population  of  the  country  had 
tecafed.    If  by  arguing  this  point  he  meant  to  refer  to  the  lofs  of 
Btti  in  our  armies,  no  accounts  relative  to  thO  amount  of  that  lofs 
^  hidicrto  been  rcfufed,  and  thte  fum  total  of  that  lofs  was  a  fimple 
""ittncnt  of  faft,  not  a  matter  of  remote  invcftigation.    No  man 
*»id  look  without  regret  to  the  lofs  of  thofe  brave  fellows,  who 
'    ^  nobly  fallen  in  the  caufe  which  they  hsld  proved  themfelvcs  f<r 
^'Wdiy  toJefend.  Though  the  lofs  of  every  Individual  wa^  a  ibur^ 
VJ1..XJLL  R  '  n  J 
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of  irrq)arab!c  anguiih,  it"  i^ras  ncccflarjr  at  the  fame  time  to  look 
with  a  firm  determination  to  the  difcharge  of  that  imperbus  dutjr,  ^ 
which  required  fuch  facrifices  for  the  good  of  the  Community.  Anjf 
confidcration  therefore,  drawn  from  this  topic,  though  it  mi^t  have 
file  effed  to  agitate  the  feelings,  could  not  be  expcfted  to  decide 
the  rcfult  of  the  opinions  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe.    It  was 
always  to  be  remembered,  that  defenfivc  efforts  in  the  profecution 
of  a  juft  war,  were  better  than  tame  acquiefcence  in  the  ufurpations 
of  a  cruel  and  oppreflive  enemy.    But  ought  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  lofc  fight  rtf  an  infallible  inference  from  the  general 
irgument  of  the  deftrudlive  confequcnces  of  war,  namely,  the  (hare 
of  lofs  fuftaincd  by  the  enemy.    While  he  relied  fo  much  upon  hts 
Calculation  of  our  lofs,  as  a  reafon  why  we  (hould  no  longer  perfift 
in  the  conteft,  ought  he  not  to  have  confidered,  whether  the  lofs  of 
the  enemy  might  not  perhaps  be  ten  fold.    This  was  a  point  which 
he  ought  not  to  have  altogether  difmiffed  from  his  calculations,^  as 
it  might  lead  to  a  different  conclufion  from  that  which  he  had  drawn, 
and  thkc  comparifon,  inftead  of  operating  as  a  ground  of  dcfpondcncy, 
miglit  rather  tend  to  hold  out  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs.    In  order  to 
/hew  that  the  relative  population  of  the  country  had  dccrcafed,  the 
fight  honourable  gentleman  had  recourfe  to  another  cortfideration, 
lipon  which  he  had  touched  before.    In  dating,  however,  this  con* 
fidcration,  he  relied  upon  a  criterion  not  to  be  depended  upon, 
gamely,  the  number  of  inhabited  houfes  not  exempted  from  taxes. 
No  accounts  of  this  fort  could  be  made  out,  which  were  not  liable 
to  great  inaccuracy.    But  from  the  great  increafe  that  had  taken 
place  of  manufadures  and  commerce,  was  it  not  to  be  inferred  that 
commerce  likewifc  had  inc?rcafed.   The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  mentioned  tfie  rcfult  of  fome  inquiries  which  he  had  made  with 
fcfpctS  to  the  population  of  Lancafhire.    In  fome  parts  die  births 
hid  dccrcafed  one  half,  in  others  a  third  and  a  fourdi.    Thcfc  in- 
quiries, however,  he  ftated  to  have  been  made  in  the  quarter  of  the 
country  from  which  the  grcateft  number  of  men  had  been  drawn 
for  the  recruiting  fervice.    This  was  no  criterion  of  the  ftate  of  po- 
pulation in  that  quarter  of  the  country,  where  no  fuch  drain  had 
taken  place.    After  all,  the  diminution  of  numbers  which  he  had 
ftatcd  amounted  only  to  1 2,000.    This  was  a  proof  of  a  kind  ib 
Angular  that  no  arg»imcnc  could  be  brought  from  £ad  or  from  analogy 
fo  fupport  it.  To  this  fort  of  proof  he  had  fomething  mudi  fbonger 
to  oppofc,  anJ  which  no  fpcculative  inference  could  be  brought  to 
overturn.     At  prefcnt  the  army  was  larger  than  it  had  ever  been  jit 
k  former  period,  and  the  navy  upon  a  more  refpeftaWe  footing  than 
it  had  been  in  any  fecond  year  of  a  war.    So  far  were  manufaSurcs 
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fexD  having  dccrcafedy  that  the  export  of  laft  year  was  greater  than 
if  had  been  in  any  former  year,  excepting  only  two  of  the  nnofti 
fiourifliing  years  of  peace.  When  this  was  ftated  to  be  the  cafe, 
and  it  was  coniidered  that  the  army  and  fiavy  were  both  at  fo  great 
a  pitch — a  fail  which  had  been  n^entiofted  by  the  right  honourable 
(cndcman,  and  which  he  lamented  was  partially  true — ^tfaat  there 
we  ftill  manufadurers  who  were  diftreffcd  for  want  of  employment, 
proved  dinSdy  the  rcverfe  of  his  own  aigument,  and  flidred  that 
4e  country  which  could  fumifti  fo  large  a  fupply^f  men  both  for 
tbe  fervice  of  war  atid  the  arts  of  peace,  had  fuffered  no  material 
<BiniQution  in  its  population.  In  the  year  1 7939  a  very  great  de^ 
ocafe  todc  place  in  the  quantity  of  Britifii  manufiu^tes  exported^ 
to  tht  anriount  of  not  lefs  than  four  millions.  This  melancholy 
dec&ne  was  owing  to  the  extravagant  length  to  which  fpeculation 
bad  been  pulhcd  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  fudden  il;kock:  given 
tooxninercial  confidence,  the  coniequences  of  which  the  right  ho*- 
mnble  gentleman  had  then  predidled,  that  the  country  would  not 
be  able  to  recover  till  the  return  of  peace.  The  country,  however, 
kad  arrived  in  years  of  war  fo  a  jritch  of  profperity  even  beyond  that- 
to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  prcdifted  that  it  never 
wwiM  again  be  able  to  arifc.  To  what  purpofc  would  it  be  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  the  fubjedl  of  rcfources,  after  hav^ 
ing  found  our  refources  and  voted  our  taxes  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ywr  The  preient  mot'^on,  if  it  had  been  neccfluns  ought  to  have 
Preceded  thofc  votes  ;  it  would  then  have  been  fit  matter  of  diicu£- 
&n  j  d)e  prefent  date  of  bufinefe  was  fuch  as  to  preclude  the  necef- 
%  and  the  benefit  of  the  inquiry. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  next  dclired  that  the  Houfc 
■Hgjhtgtt  into  a  Committee,  in  order  to  examine  the  fituation  of  the 
«mdry  with  refpedl  to  its  allies,  their  ability  to  carry  on  the  con^ 
teft,  and  their  difpofition  to  co-operate  with  us.    This  was  indeed 
3iU)jed  of  moft  entenfive  enquiry.    And  in  order  to  fumifh  ma*- 
teiaU  for  this  purpofe,  would  it  be  proper  to  bring  forward  papers 
wfativc  to  ail  the  negociations  now  in  train,  to  confirm  our  old 
or  fectire  frefh  co-operation,  to  lay  open  all  the  proceedings 
stfidcnt  in  agitation  at  foreign  courts,  and  all  the  plans  relative  to 
4c  hither  piofecution  of  die  war  ?  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
■ahadliloewife  wifhed  to  inVeftigate  the  condudt  of  the  Britifh 
Cottt  with  refped  to  neutral  powers.: — Would  it  for  this  purpofe 
l^deiuable  to  explain  all  the  difputes  that  might  have  arifcn  be- 
neutral  ilates  and  the  government  of  this  country,  whether 
*9      aflually  pending,  or  had  now  been  happily  adjuftcd }  The 
fiwfc  had  BOW  decided  upon  tlie  gmeral  queftion  of  the  profecuti<Mi 
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of  the  war ;  and  the  inquiry  propofed  was  in  itfclf  endlefs ;  It  CDuld 
tend  to  no  pra£Kcal  rcfult,  and  might  lead  to  difclofures  which  would 
be  attended  with  embarraffment  and  mifchief.    As  to  the  King  of 

'  Pruflia,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  repeat  what  he  had  dated  upon  a 
formw  occaliony  that  be  had  not  adequately  performed  his  engage- 
ments, nor  zSted  in  a  manner  as  thjis  country  had  a  right  to  expert* 
The  qdeftion  was,  whether  in  confequence  of  this  particular  failure 
ive  were  to  depart  from  our  general  fyftem,  and,  bccaufe  in  one  in-p 
fence  we  had  been  difappointed,  renounce  all  benefit  to  be  derived 
fiom  alliances  whh  other  powers.  The  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  admitted  that  our  allies  had  fuiFercd  feverely  in  the  prefent 
conteft.  However  we  regretted  this  circumftanCe,  we  had  reafon 
Co  be  fatisfied  with  our  own  condudt,  in  availing  ourfelves  of  thetr 
ailiftance  ;  their  efinrts  had,  at  le^fl  for  fome  time,  contributed  to 
divert  the  exertions  of  the  enemy,  which  wpuld  otherwife  have  been 
more  fpccdily  dircflcd  to  one  point,  and  more  efficacious  in  producing 
mifchief.  It  did  not  follow  that  even  the  aflTiftance  of  allies  might 
not  be  ufeful  in  a  contcft  for  which  Aey  themfelves  (iifFcred,  and 

>fhight  not  operate  in  the  general  fcale,  to  produce  a  beneficial  eSSsA 
^with  refped  to  our  particular  interefis.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman d\en  alluded  to  the  Emperor,  and  fpoke  in  very  ftrong  terms 
of  his  inability,  from  the  want  of  pecuniary  refourccs,  to  oanry  on 
the  war.  But  admitting  the  truth  of  that  aigumont  in  its  fulled 
extent,  it  did  not  go  far  enough  to  ferve  the  honourable  gentleman's 
f>urpofe.  For  if  this  Houfe  (till  retained  the  opinions  they  bad  fo 
often  and  fo  diftindly  exprefled  upon  the  fubje(^  of  this  war,  the 
natural  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  the  argument  of  the  Emperor's 
pecuniary  inability  was,  that  Great  Britain,  who  pollefled  refources 
of  money,  fhould  by  means  of  thofe  refourccs  enable  the  Emperor 
to  bring  his  troops  into  the  field.  As  to  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  contended  about  the  neutrality,  in  which  the  King 
of  Sardinia- ihould  have  been  permitted  to  remain,  with  refped  to 
France,  he  would  only  afk,  whether  in  the  particular  fituation  of 
that  Monarch  he  would  have  been  able  to  retain  a  iona  fide  neutnt^ 
Ji,ty  ;  whether  it  would  have  been,  as  the  right  honourable  gentlo^ 
man  exprefifed,  a  neutrality  and  impartiality  ?  It  was  a  point  at 
lead  in  wliich  neither  we  nor  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  any  option, 
for  the  French  declared  war  agairift  him.  As  to  his  being  put  into 
a  ftate  of  neutrality  now,  the  only  means  of  doing  it  was  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  vigour,  or  his'  neutrality  would  neither  be  fafc  to 
^imfelf  or  his  allies.  The  next  point  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's fpeech  referred  to  the  declarations  made  by  our  miniftci^ 
%X  foreign  courts,    |ie  begged  once  for  aU  to  put  in  a  proteA  againft 
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that  mode  which  gentlemen  on  the  other  iide  of  the  Houfe  had  fo 
frequently  ufcd,  namely,  that  of  felefidng  a  particular  paffs^  from 
fane  of  thefe  flate  papers,  and  then  charging  it  upon  the  Minifter^ 
athoinc.    Thefe  papers  were  framed  according  to  the  exigency  of 
drcumftances,  and  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Envoy  ;  Miniftcrs  at  n 
home  had  no  (hare  either  in  compoling  or  in  reviewing  their  con- 
I  tents ;  and  if  they  (hould  afterwards  difcover  in  tliem  a  carclefs  or 
I  Ib%  expreflion,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  would  very  fe- 
I  vcrdy  criticize,  or  very  rigoroufly  expofe  a  fault  which  they  might 
be  S4)t  to  impute  to  cxccfs  of  zeal  for  hid  Majcfty's  fervice.  What- 
ever mi^t  be  the  (hong  language  in  which  gentlemen  might  have 
thocj^t  proper  to  indulge  themfelves  with  rcfpeft  to  the  conduct  of 
Ac  Briti(h  government  towards  foreign  nations,  it  would  be  found, 
when  the  proper  period  (hould  arrive  for  inveftigation,  to  have  been. 
;  firiSly  conformable  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
feundcd  upon  principles  acknowledged  by  the  mod  refpedable  wri- 
ttn,  and  to  have  been  all  along  confpicupufly  marked  by  modera« 
ton  and  forbearance.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  charged 
Mimilers  with  having  in  the  firft  inftance  treated  America  with  in- 
fclt,  and  afterwards  foothed  her  by  fubmiflion.   In  anfwcr  to  this, 
he  oauld  only  fay,  that  the  principle  which  had  governed  his  Ma-  * 
jcfty's  MinidcTS  in  their  intercourfe  with  other  neutral  powers,  was 
the  principle  upon  which  they  afted  towards  America,    And  ^hen 
Ac  treaty  figned  between  that  country  and  Great  Britain  was  laid 
Wjtc  the  Houfe  (which  (hould  be  done  as  foon  as  poffible)  it  would 
4cn  appear,  whether  there  had  been  any  inconfiftcncy  in  the  declai- 
ntions  of  the  Briti(h  government,  and  whether  the  terms  stt  laft 
>pted  upon  had  been  accompanied  on  our  part  with  any  humilia- 
or  had  not  rather  been  didtated  on  both  fides  by  a  fpirit  of 
^wnefs  and  mutual  accommodation.    The  right  honourable  gen- 
icman  tiien  came  to  the  ooniideration  of  that  often  difputed  point, 
Wffldy,  die  objedt  of  the  war.    Upon  this  fubjeft  he  would  not 
W  intruded  one  fingle  word  upon  the  Houfe,  had  it  not  been  that 
*c  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  fome  degree,  (hifted  his 
jroand-   He  (Mr.  Fox)  had  ftated,  that  there  were  two  lines  of 
^uft  which  Minifters  might  have  adopted  in  the  commencement 
rfdie  war ;  each  of  thefe  modes  of  condaA  was  attended  by  their 
Te^jpedtivc  advantages  and  difadvantages  ;  but  both  of  them  he  af- 
fcned  to  be  preferable  to  the  line  of  condud  adopted  by  his  Ma- 
J^i  Mii)iftcr«.    The  firft  of  tliefe  modes  was,  by  carrying  on 
a  war  agmnji  France ;  namely,  to  confine  the  ex- 
''^rf  this  country  fimply  to  protedl  our  allies,  and  to  revenge 
^H"^  offered  to  us,  widiout  in  any  manner  whatever  interfer- 
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ing  in  the  internal  conunotions  which  might  prevail  in  France. 
The  other  mode  fuggefted  was  diat  of  carr\'ing  on  a  war  for  France  \ 
thus  openly  to  avow  that  our  efibrts  were  direifled  to  the  formation 
of  a  regular  government  in  France,  and  that  our  craiquefts  were 
only  made  in  truft  for  Louis  the  XVI  Ith.    Either  of  thcfe  two 
fyitem^  niight  have  been  adopted,  faid  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Fox),  with  propriety,  but  our  prcfent  fyftem  difiering 
both,  was  radically  wrong.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
this  night  abandoned  all  his  old  ailments;  for  he  formerly  ufed  to 
contend  tliat  we  could  not  interfere  at  all  in  the  internal  aflfairs  of 
France,  widiout  violating  every  principle  of  joAice  and  of  the  law 
of  nations.    But  now  the  right  honourable  gentleman  admits,  that 
it  would  have  been  proper  to  have  carried  on  the  war  cxprefsly  iat 
the  refioration  of  Monarchy  in  France.    With  all  poiTible  refpcd 
for  the  right  hdnourdble  gentleman's  judgment,  he  thought  that  his 
Majcfty  s  Miniftcrs  had  conduced  the  war  upon  principles  more 
confonant  to  good  ienfe  and  policy,  than  either  of  the  fyi^ems  dated 
by  that  gentleman.    They  had  entered  into  a  war  for  the  defence  of 
this  country,  and  for  the  protedion  of  our  allies,  in  the  profecution 
of  which  they  did  not  by  any  fpecific  declarations,  as  to  tfie  interrul 
fuuation  of  France,  prevent  themfelves  from  taking  every  poffiblc 
advantage  of  any  favourable  occurrences  which  might  happen  in 
France.    Nor  did  thejr  ftatc  that  the  reAoration  of  Monarchy,  or 
any  particular  form  of  government  in  France,  was  a  Jim  qua  mn^ 
y^itliout  w})ich  they  would  not  make  peace.    This  was  the  conduct 
of  his  Majefiy  s  Minifters— p-this  was  the  conduit  which  had  fre« 
quencly  been  explained  to,  and  had  as  often  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Houie  of  Commons  \  and  he  begged  here,  in  the  moft 
diftindl  manner,  to  difavow  that  propofition  laid  down  by  therigbl: 
honourable  gentleman,  that  a  nation  on  entering  into  a  war  was 
bound  to  (tate,  in  clear  and  pofitive  terms,  all  its  objeds  Hn  the 
war,  and  by  that  means  preclude  itfelf  from  taking  advantage  of 
any  fortuitous  circumibnces  which  might  happen  during  its  conti- 
nuance.   I'he  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  recolleck  that 
both  the  grounds  wliich  he  had  fubmitted  to  Minifters,  as  an  alter- 
native, were  extreme  cafes,  and  that  they,  from  the  nature  of  the 
fituation  in  which  they  flood,  might  think  proper  to  adopt  a  middle 
policy,  to  whioh  the  whole  of  their  condud  might  be  found  per- 
fcdiy  reconcilable.    The  madnefs  of  fighting  to  cftablifti  in  Fiano: 
any  particular  form  of  government,  had  been  uniformly  difclaimed 
by  Minifters.    At  the  fame  time  this  was  no  veafon  why  they 
(l;ould  rclinquiOi  aflliUnce,  of  wluch  they  had  a  right  to  avail 
themfelves  in  every  former  war.    The  firft  great  object  was  Id 
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oUiio  (or  ourfelves  fecurxty,  and  it  would  have  been  fo  much  the 
bettor  if  that  objed  could  have  more  eiFedually.bcen  accomplifhed 
kf  die  eftablilhment  of  a  government  in  France,  which  fccmed 
mft  likely  to  reftore  the  country  to  tranquillity  and  happinefs.  As 
the  duige  of  roifconduft  in  carrying  on  the  war,  which,  if 
^  founded,  he  admitted  to  form  a  proper  objeA  of  inquiry,  that 
pcint  haul  been  fo  often  argued  before,  that  he  could  fay  nothing 
onr  upon  it.  The  repetition  of  the  chaige  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
k  eould  not  help  obferving,  was  an  implied  attack  on  the  com- 
landers  and  officers  in  the  army  and  navy,  who,  by  their  gallant 
coododt,  had  deferved  fo  well  of  their  coimtry.  It  was  ncccifary 
far  die  defence  of  our  own  poiTcflions,  that  we  (hould  carry  on  an 
flfinfive  war  agaitift  the  FrcrKh  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Upon  one 
foine  only  he  would  detain  the  Houfe  for  a  few  moments,  and  that 
vas  ia  reply  to  the  charge  made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
of  the  want  of  attention  in  the  Admiralty  to  protedi  the  trade  of  Great 
Botain.  The  chaige  was  partly  founded  upon  the  incrcafe  in  the 
ftioe  of  infurance.  It  was  true  that  from  fome  caufes  the  price  of 
itfunnQe  had  increafed,  but  there  were  many  circumftances  to  be 
tiken  into  coofideration  upon  this  fubje6^.  The  great  and  unexampled 
tttcnt  of  our  oonunerce,  which  he  ha|d  ihewn  in  the  former  part  of 
Us^nedi ;  die  almoft  total  annihilation  of  the  commerce  of  France^ 
^di  led  her  to  turn  her  attention  to  the  equipment  of  privateers 
to  plumler  our  trade,  which  fwarmed  in  every  fea.  In  thcfc  cir- 
comibnces  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  that  the}'  fhould  have  made 
fecral  captures  of  our  merchantmen,  which  however  he  ftill  affirmed 
to  be  not  more  numerous  than  in  proportion  to  the  increafc  of  our 
tode. 

AnoAcr  very  important  circumftance,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ob- 
fa^j  was,  that  the  enemy  had  hardly  in  any  one  inftance  contended 
far  the  empire  of  the  fea ;  a  confequence  of  which  was,  that  as  their 
fatwasfeldom  united  in  a  body,  it  was  the  better  enabled  in  fmall 
Avi&ms  to  harrafs  oiir  commerce.  Added  to  all  this,  the  enemy 
not  fend  any  coniidorable  naval  force  to  the  colonies,  while  wc 
^  obliged  to  fend  large  fquadvons  ;  but  notwithftanding  all  thefe 
*Bcurrent  ctrcumftances,  our  trade  was  not  in  any  inftance  ncgled^cd. 
k  was  true,  that  for  a  (hart  period  the  French  were  mafters  of  die 
A'Wicl,  owing  to  the  circumltancc  of  Lord  Howe's  being  (^ligcd 
topiil  into  port  for  the  purpofe  of  refitting,  but  even  during  that 
fcw  period  every  poflible  precaution  had  been  taken  for  the  protec- 
^  rf  our  trade.  .  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  entered 
eomparifon  between  the  quantity  of  our  tonoHgt^  in  ly^^* 
9i  die  prefent  period,  he  ought  to  have  rccollcclcd  that  fince  that 
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time  all  the  (hipping  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  to  be  de- 
duced. Upon  the  wholes  the  queftion  for  the  conGderation  of  the 
Houfe  was,  whether  or  not  they  were  to  retra£l  all  the  (pinions 
t9bich  they  had  fo  often  and  fo  folemnly  pronounced^  and  whether 
they  would  employ  conccffiori  and  fubniiffion  as  the  moA  likely  ntiean* 
to  obtain  an  honourable,  a  fecure,  and  a  laffing  peace.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  *had  attempted,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech< 
to  confound  every  queftion  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
fuccefs  of  the  French,  and  to  confound  all  regular  Government  with 
the  enemies  of  liberty.  He  had  with  the  fame  anxiety^  endeavoiired 
to  palliate  all  the  cxceffes  of  the  French,  by  calling  them  an  endiu- 
fiafm  in  the  caufe  of  freedom.  Entertaining  fuch  fentimcnts  a» 
thefe,  it  was  natural  for  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  forget 
all  our  advantages,  while  he  remembered,  and  often  exaggerated 
Qiu"  misfortunes.  It  was  natural  for  him  to  Icffen  the  value  of  our 
eonque(\s,  and  to  depreciate  the  fplendour  6f  vidtorics ;  to  reprefent 
our  fuccefs  as  ufclcfs,  but  our  defeat  as  fatal.  Openly  profefling  fuch 
fentimcnts,  the  Houfe  would  not  be  furpnfcd  at  fueh  confequcnoes* 
It  was  not  indeed  furprifing  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  had  been  averfe  to  the  origin  and  to  the  condudi  of  the  war, 
ihould  take  die  opportunity  of  a  moment  of  delicacy  and  embarrail- 
ment  to  inditute  a  motion  of  inquiry,  which,  if  adopted,  could  only^ 
tend  to  damp  the  exertions,  and  lower  the  dignity  of  the  country^ 
Thofe  gentlemen  who  had  ftudioufly  dwelt  on  every  misfortune  of 
the  Britifh  arms,  and  on  every  circumftance-  of  temporary  difficulty, 
but  had  with  equal  care  avoided  to  mention  any  inftdnce  of  the  fuc* 
cefs  of  our  armies,  or  die  profperity  of  the  countiy>  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  approve  of  the  motion,  and  of  the  removal  of  Minifters 
from  a  fituation  which  it  was  calculated  to  reprefent  them  a^  unqua- 
lified to  hold.  .  Other  perfons  may  perhaps  dlink  difFerendy,  and 
if  they  faw  in  the  difafters  that  had  happened,  nothing  but  the  mif* 
condud  of  Miniflers,  if  they  could  not  trace  recent  calamities  ta 
any  other  fource  than  the  imprudence  of  their  counfels,  or  the  im- 
bccillity  of  their  efforts ;  if  they  could  perceive  no  proofs  of  exertion 
at  home,  no  inftances  of  valour  abroad,  they  would  then  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  thofe  Minifters  ought  to  be  removed  from  a  fituation 
which  thoy  could  neither  hold  with  fafety  nor  widi  honour  to  the 
nation.  But  while  they  concurred  in  the  neceffity  of  their  removal, 
k  would  not  be  to  make  room  for  thofe  who  had  difapproved  of  the 
war  from  it^  commencement,  and  who,  inftead  of  meeting  the  cri- 
fis,  would  be  difpofed  to  (brink  from  it,  but  for  perfons  better  qua- 
lified to  profccute  with  vigour  and  effed,  a,  war  founded  in  jufticc,. 
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and  connoftcd  with  the  mod  important  interefts  of  the  country.  H« 
condadcd  with  moving,  "  That  the  Houfc  do  now  adjourn." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid^  that  though  he  did  not  imagine  that 
Jtny  adc&ion  could  be  made  to  the  ai^guments  which  his  right  ho- 

I  nxiiable  friend  had  uigcd  with  fo  much  ability  and  eloquence,  by 
any  exertions  of  his,  yet  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  addrcfs  to  the 
Houfe  a  few  obfervations  on  what  had  juft  fallen  from  the  Chan« 
cellar  of  Ae  Cxdiequer.  He  was  fully  convinced,  that  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Fox  had,  in  no  one  inftance,  been  anfwered  by  the 
r^^  honourable  gentlenlan,  whofe  talents  and  underdanding  were 
fuch,  as  feldom^  left  him  without  refources  on  fuch  occaflons  ;  he 
therefore  had  this  additional  reafon  to  make  him  feel  fatisfied  with 
the  impieflions  which  /his  right  honourable  friend's  animated  and 
brilliant  fpeech  had  left  on  his  mind  ;  he  was  fully  perfuaded  that 
k  was  unanfwcrable.    The  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt  went  the  full 

.  lo^gtfa  of  contending,  that  no  calamities  which  might  befall  the 
oouotiyy  no  neglect  or  mifcondudi  of  Minifters,  however  produc- 
tive d[  the  moft  mifchievous  and  pernicious  confequences,  would 
juffifya  call  upon  the  Houfe,  to  inquire  into  the  adual  ftate  of  the 
nation,  or  to  inveftigate  the  caufesof  fuch  calamities,  and  the  efFe<fls 
of  fiich  miicondudt.  He  had,  with  great  ingenuity  and  art,  pafled 
bgr  and  negleded  the  whole  of  the  ftrong  ai^guments  which,  had  been 
fo  forcibly  uiged  to  induce  the  Houfc  to  agree  to  a  motion  of  fo  be- 

I    neficial  a  tendency  ;  and  not  only  had  he  done  fo,  but  had  perfeAly 

I  tnifiated  and  mifreprcfentcd  the  whole  of  thofe  arguments  he  hnd 
noticed.  The  queftion  which  had  been  put  to  the  Houfe  for  their 
mveftigation  was,  whether  or  not  fo  great  a  portion  of  calamity  had 
beai  fuflered-  by  tlie  country  during  the  progrefe  of  this  unhappy 
war,  as  to  (hew  that  blame  muft  be  attached  fomcwhcre  ;  and  whe- 
ther it  was  not  becoming  the  dignity  and  charafter  of  the  Houfe  to 

I  inquire  where  that  blame  lay.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  had  ftatcd,  that  the  motion  was  brought  forward  for  the 
purpofe  of  revcrfing  the  determination  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  it  was 
too  late,  becaufe  die  cfFeft  of  it  would  be  to  make  the  Houfe  retradl 
the  whole  of  the  declarations  they  had  made  from  the  beginning  of 
the  iS^on.  This  was  a  grofs  mifreprcfcntation ;  for  the  queftion 
of  war  and  peace  had  been  carefully  kept  out  of  fight  during  the 
whole  of  the  fpeech  6f  his  right  honourable  friend.  The  Houfe, 
indeed,  had  been  called  upon  to  inquire  whether  they  chofe  to  pur- 
bc  the  fame  objeA  by  the  fame  means,  and  whether  tHey  would 
kavc  ^e  execution  of  their  deligns  in  the  fame  hands  in  which  they 
had  fo  long  been  veftcd.  At  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech,  the 
.  OmoeUor  of  the  Exchequer  had  allowed  that  ^nifconduft  of  Mi- 
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nifters  was  a  proper  objed  of  inquiry,  and  that  if  they  (hould  be 
proved  to  have  mifcondu£ted  themfelvet,  -  that  a  motion  oug^t  to  6e 
made  for  their  removal ;  he  at  the  fame  time  infinuated,  that  their 
fucceflbrs  (hould  not  be  perfons  who  would  difgrace  the  country  by 
their  condu6t.  It  was  no  difficult  matter  to  find  men  who  would 
not  difgrace  the  country  fo  much  as  the  prcfent  Adminiftration,  even 
he  believed  in  the  lines  of  oppofition.  The  removal  of  His  Nfa*- 
jefty's  Miniders  undoubtedly  was  the  tendency  of  tus  right  honour- 
able friend's  motion,  not,  however,  in  the  hafty  and  preclfatate 
manner  propofed  by  the  Minifter,  but  after  a  deliberate  inquiry  into 
their  conduft,  and  a  ferious  invcftigation  of  the  degree  of  blame 
which  they  had  incurred  by  the  calamities  and  difafters  which  die 
country  had  experienced.  After  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  obferved,  that  thofe  who  thought  with  his  right  hcmourable 
friend  as  to  the  conduct  of  Miniftcrs,  and  the  want  of  vigour  mani- 
fefted  in  our  operations  both  by  land  and  fea,  ought  to  move  for 
immediate  removal ;  he  had  faid  that  there  was  an  implied  attack 
on  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  army  and  navy ;  nothing 
could  be  more  unfounded  than  this  aflertion,  for  Mr.  Fox  had  par* 
ticularly  ftatcd,  that  he  imputed  the  whole  to  the  negligence  and 
folly  of  Adminiftration.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  contended  that  this  difcuffion  ought  to  have  been  brought 
forward  previous  to  the  vote  of  fupply  ;  he  however  (hould  wifli  to 
know  what  that  gentleman  would  have  faid  if  this  had  been  done. 
Would  he  not  have  faid,  that  it  could  only  proceed  ftom  a  fadUous 
and  turbulent  fpirit  to  agitate  a  queftion  of  fuch  a  nature  while  the 
enemy  Is  at  die  door,  and  the  Houfe  had  not  granted  thofe  aids  which 
could  alone  enable  the  country  to  refift  the  dangers  which  threatened 
them  ?  He  feemed  tiierefore  to  think,  that  after  a  fupply  had  been 
granted^  all  inquiry  into  the  condudl  of  Minifters  was  at  an  end  ; 
as  if  a  fupply  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  country  were  to  be 
an  ad  of  indemnity  for  all  the  mifcondu3  and  imprudence  which 
had  been  the  caufe  of  fuch  mifchievous  efFeds  to  the  country.  That 
fuch  inquiry  was  nccefTary,  he  was  fully  perfuaded  ;  he  did  not  be- 
lie\'c  there  were  ten  perfons,  either  in  or  out  of  the  Houfe,  who 
did  not  think  tliat  the  war  had  been  fcandaioufly  mifconduded.  The 
imagination  of  man  could  not  conceive  another  country  where  Mi- 
nifters could  retain  their  (ituation  after  a  (bene  of  calamities  unparal- 
%  leled  in-  the  annals  of  Europe,  and  a  continuance  of  mifoonduft  un« 
txampled  in  hiftory* ' 

What  anfwers  could  poffibly  be  given  by  Gentlemen  to  thdr 
Conftttuents,  when  aiked,  why  after  the  numerous  and  heavy  bur- 
thens which  had  been  laid  on  the  people^  the  Hou&  h^d  not  thoi^^ 
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proper  to  inftitutc  an  inquiry  into  the  ,conduft  of  Government  ?  It 
XDight  certainly  happen,  that  the  events  which  had  taken  place, 
m^t  be  fuch,  as  human  wifdom  and  human  exertions  could  not 
'   prevent  5  he  however  believed,  that  this  would  not  be  found  to  be 
tfac  cafr  ;  yet  he  faw  no  other  anfvver  that  could  be  given  to  gentle- 
mens'  conftituents,  if  the  Committee  were  rcfufed,  than  that  they 
I    fcad  not  confidered  the  matter.    The  fame  anfwer  mull  be  returned, 
)    if  it  was  afked,  why  no  inquiry  had  been  made  into  the  tranfadiion 
with  the  King  of  Pruflia ;  as  alfo  the  conduct  of  the  Emprefs  of 
I    Riii&a,  who  had  fulfilled  no  article  of  her  treaty  ;  or  the  reafoni 
why  no  meafures  had  been  taken  to  enforce  her  compliance  with 
her  agreement.    If  it  fhould  be  'enquired  of  them,  whether  the 
I     retreat  of  the  army  on  the  continent,  which  was  by  no  means  dlf- 
hoDourable  to  the  ofEcers  who  conduced  it,  was  not  the  efFefl  of 
the  DiKmanagement  of  Minifters  ?  and  they  (hould  anfwer  as  they 
muft,  that  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  into  this,  and 
'    the  various  other  misfortunes  which  had  attended  us  ;  would  it  not 
degrade  the  Houfe  in  the  eyes  of  their  Conftituents  ?  It  would  be 
better  to  fufpend  the  meeting,  nay  the  very  exiftencc  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commcms,  if  they  negleded  to  exercife  one  of  the  chief  dude*  ©f 
thdr  ficuation,  that  of  inquiry  into  the  condud  of  Adminiftration. 
Another  part  of  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech  had  been  treated  by  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  in  a  very  loofc  manner,  as  if  it  were  too  infig- 
nifkant  and  trifling  to  dcferve  the  fmallcft  attention  ;  he  meant  the 
ccxiducS  of  our  Ambaffadors  to  the  Neutral  Powers.    Tlie  unifor- 
'     mity  of  their  conduct  in  all  the  inftances  which  had  been  mentioned 
I     by  his  honourable  friend,  though  it  had  not  been  openly  avowed, 
.     &at  they  had  aSed  conformably  to  their  inftrudions,  yet  tended  to 
(how  it  was  a  part  of  the  fyftem  ;  and  indeed  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfclf  had  in  fomc  mcafure  allowed  it  to  be  a  fair  in- 
ference, when  he  attempted  to  prove,  that  it  was  not  inconfiftent 
with  the  law  of  nations.    Their  moderation  to  neutral  nations  had 
hiDcn  extolled  ;  but'  what  was  that  moderation  ?  They  had  un* 
doubtedly  adted  with  temper  and  decency  towards  the  powerful  neu- 
tral nations  ;  but  as  to  the  fmall  ones,  fuck  as  Genoa  and  Tufcany, 
Acy  had  been  bullied  with  the  moft  outrageous  infolence  to  join  the 
Union,  which  mqft  have  infallibly  produced  their  ruin.    It  had 
been  the  boaft  of  Minifters,  and  had  been  ftated  in  the  King's 
fpeech  as  a  matter  of  praife,  that  this  country  had  kept  a  ftri£t 
neutrality  at  the  early  periods  of  the  conteft  with  FVance,    In  what 
book  of  the  Law  of  Nations  could  it  be  found,  that  when  a  coun- 
tiy,  was  forced  into  a  war,  as  Minifters  afTerted  we  had  been,  it  be- 
fsnoe  a  cxime  for  other  nations  to  preferve  z,  neutrality,  which  had 
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been  the  boaft  of  the  countiy  fuppofed  to  be  forced  into  the  war  )^ 
Another  mode  of  (hifting  the  principal  queftion  had  been  adopted! 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  he  had  dwelt  fo  long  on  the" 
topic  of  the  ftate  of  the  fiftcr  kindom,  that  any  perfon  who  had 
not  heard  his  right  honourable  friend  would  have  fuppofed,  that  an 
inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  that  country  had  been  the  folc  object  of  the 
'motion.    Unfortunately,  however,  it  was  in  the  recollcCiion  of  \ 
every  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  that  full  three  hours  of  his  friend's  ' 
fpeech  had  elapfed  previoufly  to  his  faying  any  thing  on  that  part  of  ^ 
thefubjeS;  it  muft  alfo  be  remembered,  that  notice  had  bccn^ 
^given  of  the  motion  at  a  period  when  the  ill  cffc&s  of  the  miicon- 
duA  of  Miniftcrs  towards  Ireland  were  not  fo  well  known ;  there- 
fore the  whole  of  the  declaration  on  that  fubjefl  fell  entirely  to  the 
ground. 

As  a  collateral  foundation  for  inquiry,  this  fubjcd  was  peculiarly 
proper ;  fpr  when  only  this  one  ciroumllancc  remained  to  complete 
their  climax  of  folly,  that  they  (Tiould  contrive  to  place  the  Irifli 
in  fuch  a  fiuation  as  to  hazard,  through  their  irritation,  a  fcpamtion 
of  the  empire,  fuch  a  circumftance  was  a  great  aggravation  of  the 
reft  of  their  mifcondufil.  The  Miniftcr  had  affc<5ted  a  great  deal 
of  delicacy  about  the  independence  of  Ireland ;  did  he  mean  to 
contend  that  ifo  d^rce  of  mifcondu6t,  with  regard  to  that  country, 
could  authorize  an  inquiry  in  this  ?  Whether,  however,  we  confi* 
dered  the  peribns  ading  tliere  as  acting  in  no  other  light  than  as  an 
ambaffador,  and  that  his  own  mifcondudt,  or  the  inftruc^ions  of  the 
Minifter  at  home,  had  produced  confequences  which  were  likely  to 
'  cfFeft  a  rupture,  he  conceived  that  it  was  proper  to  confider  whether 
the  Minifter  or  die  AmbalTador  ought  to  be  impeached. 

This  was  the  f-^cond  attempt  which  had  been  made  during  the 
prefent  Adminiftration  to  deprive  Ireland  of  fome  of  its  rights :  in 
the  year  1785,  the  Irifti  Propofitions,  as  they  were  called,  were 
brought  forward,  which  were  an  invidious  attempt  to  deprive  them 
of  rights,  under  pretence  of  giving  them  fome  commercial  advan- 
tages, which  were  perfectly  fallacious.  Ireland,  though  ihe  had 
fuffered  the  greateft  injuftice  from  the  Government  of  this  country 
for  a  very  long  period,  yet  when  (he  began  to  receive  a  tardy  and 
'*  lingering  juftice,  generoufly  blotted  out  all  remembrance  of  her  in- 
juries ;  therefore  a  peculiar  nicety  ought  to  be  obferved  in  our  con- 
dufi  towards  her ;  notwithftanding  which,  there  never  was  any 
tranfaSions  marked  with  ilronger  features  of  inhumanity  and  in- 
juftice, wherever  the  guilt  lay,  than  the  condu6t  obferved  tovarck 
her  in  the  late  affair.  The  two  alternatives  dated  by  his  riglit  hononrr 
able  friend,  and  which  had  been  treated  byoll^jQliS^ilghlf  thf 
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Escfaeqtier  as  aMurd,  appeared  to  him  to  be  ooitipletely  dear  ami 
ffibnd ;  and  he  thought  their  policy  and  prudence  had  been  (hewn 
hf  the  ftrcngcft  arguments. 

It  had  been  afked,  with  fomc  triumph,  if  wc  were  to  give  11^ 
ndcmnity  and  reparation.  As  reparation,  he  conceived,  thdit 
it  had  fuccecded,  there  would  have  been  full  reparation  md 
ample  pun«fhmcnt ;  for  what  more  could  be  expeded  than  the 
cvcrthiow  of  our  advcrfaries  as  a  punifhment  to  them,  and  repara*, 
t5r>n  to  us  r  It  was  fclh',  in  order  to  rcufe  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  exertion,  to  attempt  to  unite  two  obje^^s  not  reconcileable. 

I  The  rticrccn::ry  fyftem  of  indemnity  firft  begun  by  Great  Britain, 

1  (hewing  thp  hypocrify  of  her  former  declarations  of  regard  only  to 

I  Aeordtr  of  fociety,  and  the  intprefts  of  religion  and  morality,  had 
given  caufe  for  diftruft  and  want  of  cordiality  among  the  allies.  It 
wasiKJt  furprifing,  after  Great  Britain  had  taken  the  WeR  Indies 
and  other  valuable  poffclTions  for  herfdf,  that  Germany  and  PrdSa 
(hnulJ  take  what  they  could  for  themfelves.  It  was  natural,  thou^ 
nut  ln»nourablc,  unlcfs  Princes  had  different  rul^  of  honour  fitjkn 
other  perlbns,  fer  our  allies  to  endeavour  to  get  from  us  what  tbqr 
coald,  as  a  compenfation  for  what  we  were  tkkhig  for  ourfdves. 
The  (ituation  of  our  allies  was  a  very  material  confideration,  bc- 
omfc  there  was  a  profpeit  of  our  carrying  on  the  ^ar  by  Ourfelves  ; ' 
nothing  was  ftated  of  the  chance  of  any  co-operation  with  us  in  the 
cnToing  campaign. 

With  rofpedt  to  population,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqoer 
bad  (aid,  that  12^000  was  a  fmall  proportion  ;  but  he  chofeto 
faig£t,  that  this  was  only  in  one  pariih.  The  wafte  of  men,  in 
t>fl,  was  incalculable ;  the  returns  of  loffes  were  fallacbus,  as 
cootaimng  only  a  partial  account  of  thofe  who  perifhed.  That  this 
^  was  attended  with  a  waftc  of  men  which  we  were  incapabte'of 

'  kanng,  fpoke  for  themfelves,  of  which  any  one*  would  1)e 
tonrinced  who  looked  at  the  things  called  m^n,  who  were  now  en* 
Med the  great  proportion  of  boys  and  dd  meit  ihmred  that  we 

.  ^  neariy  exhaufled.  As  to  the  great  increafe  of  tbmmeice,  it 
ftould  be  obferved,  that  accidental  cifcunlftances  had  '^veh  a  vfery 
tttaatuial  increafe  to  it ;  for  every  capture  of  fhip^  with  exported 
pods  on  board,  neceflarily  caufed  k  £irdier  exportation  to  fupply 

'  ^deficiency.    As  to  the  rdburces  of  the  countiy,  he  had  never 
ken  fo  fanguihe  as  his  right  hotlbiirabte  -fHend  ; '  thei^  was  one  re- 
*WK!c,  however,  which  would  be  highly  gratefid  to  the  county. 
'  Refid  ootcfi&ppiove  of  the  taxes  btought  forward  this  year,  upon 
'  *c*hole,  confidering  the  ftate  of  the  country ;  perhaps  lefs  excep- 

'   *»rtfccoddfcafccl]r  be  found.    Thcrcfourcc  bcsg^fes46^?ygle 
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recoiirfe  to,  viz.  a  tax  on  places  and  pcnfions,  had  excited  indig* 
nation  in  the  nynds  of  the  Minifters  as  low  and  vulgar,  and  per- 
haps would  have  the  fame  cBc&  again.  If,  as  it  had  been  ftatedi 
that  gentlemen  would  ferve  their  country,  without  at  the  fame  time 
ferving  themfelves,  we  certainly  had  at  prefent  a  mod  gentlemanly 
Adminiftration  ;  and  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Secretary  Dundas)  is 
three  times  a  greater  gentleman  than  any  of  them,  for  he  has  three 
places  1  Whether  upon  this  topic  gcndemcn  had  made  up  thai 
minds,  he  could  not  tell,  but  there  was  yet  time  for  a  more  ex- 
plicit declaration.  He  wiflied  to  know  what  were  the  views  of  Ad- 
miniftration  as  to  the  Government  of  France  ;  did  they  fpcculatt 
on  the  deftru£lion  of  the  Republic  and  reftoratidn  of  Monarchy  ? 
As '  for  himfelf,  he  explicitly  declared  he  neither  looked  for,  noi 
wilbcd  any  fach  thing,  having  the  intercfts  of  the  country  at  heart  j 
he  ooniidered  the  natural  confequences  of  fuch  an  attempt  to  be  a 
lingering  perfeverance  in  the  war,  which  would  (hake  the  founda- 
tion on  which  the  principles  and  fecurity  of  our  conftitution  were 
laid.  If  we  hc^d  to  excite  civil  difcords  in  France,  and  depended 
,  on  the  fuppofed  Loyalifts  in  that  countr)',  the  confequences  would 
be,  a  long,  bloody,  and  lingering  conted,  accumulation  of  debt, 
annihilation  of  commerce,  and  finally,  de(lru6lion  of  the  conftitu- 
tion. One  of  two  alternatives  would  be  the  confequence  in  France^ 
cither  a  ferocious  and  ianguinary  Republic  would  be  eftabliihedt 
which  would  deftroy  order  in  Europe,  or  the  old  and  invetcraite 
enemy  of  England,  the  ancient  defpodfm,  would  be  reftored  ;  bodi 
of  which  would  be  equally  fatal  to  us.  If  the  principles  of  the 
prefent  Government  in  France  were  incompatible  with  order,  the 
beft  way,  he,  thought,  would  be  to  leave  them  to  themfelves,  as 
the  moft  likely  method  of  correding  their  errors.  The  great  mis- 
fortune of  the  country  was,  that  the  Miniftcr's  pride  flood  in  the 
way  of  the  intercfts  of  the  people  ;  for  he  knew  that  he  muft  ac- 
knowledge the  Republic,  in  order  to  make  peace  ;  he  was,  how- 
ever, only  delaying  the  hour  of  his  (hame.  .  If  the  Committee  were 
allowed,  he  had  no  doubt  that  every  thing  his  right  honourable 
friend  had  faid,  would  appear  to  be  true,  and  that  the  rcfult  would 
be  a  difpoiition  tQ  peace. 

Mn  CANNING  faid,  that  if  the  fpecch  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  made  the  modon,  had  left  on  lus  mind  jhc 
impreffion  that  no. fuch  inquiry  as  diat  which  he  propofed  was  ftC* 
ceffar)-,  and  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  fitter  kingA>® 
was  in  truth  the  only  reafon  why  fuch  an  inquiry  had  been  propoWi 
the  fpeecli  of  his  honourably  fric^id  (Mr.  Sheridan),  who  had  ju* 
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fit  6ofwn,  had  .ceitatnly  had  no  other  cffeSt  than  to  confirm  that 
.snpicffion* 

It  appeared  to  him  moft*  plain  that  the  critical  date  of  Ireland 
!  was  only  thing  that  htd  produced  the  motion  ;  as  not  one  other 
topic  had  been  introduced,  upon  "which  die  Houfe  had  not  already^ 
m  the  courfe  of  the  feflion,  come  to  a  folemn  and  repeated  decifion. 
For  this  reafbn,  he  certainly  ihould  not  prefume  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  with  any  remarks  upon  other  fubjefts ;  but  confining  himfelf 
fcldy  to  that  of  Ireland,  he  fhould  be  contented  to  obferve,  that 
flic  fitoation  of  afiairs  there,  fo  far  from  being  a  fufficient  induce- 
ment  to  him  to  agree  to  a  Committee,  would,  even  if  t^ic  Com- 
nuttee  were  on  other  grounds  defirable,  rather  operate  to  difluadc 
Idra  firom  going  into  it  at  the  prefent  moment.  He  did  not  mean  to 
tontend  that  the  King's  Mi nifters  were  lefs  rcfponfible  to  this  Houfe 
ir  their  condud  with  regard  to  Ireland,  than  to  any  other  part  of 
\  Ac  empire,  or  to  deny,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  that  the  Houfe  had 
:  1  dear  right  to  examine  into  their  condud  in  that  pardcular.  But 
he  miift  contend,  that  it  was  a  right  to  be  exercifed  in  the  prefent 
I  infiance  with  much  caution  and  delicacy,  from  the  Aate  in  which 
the  bulinefs  now  flood,  and  alfo  left  it  (hould  lead  to  difcuflions  im« 
.mediately  interfering  with  the  fupremacy  of  the  Irifh  ParKamenr. 
I  He  did  not  fee  how,  at  this  moment,  it  would  be  poiTible  to  gp  into 
*  tn  examination  of  Iriih  afiairs,  without  in  fome  degree  agitating 

fte  queftion  of  the.  Catholic  emancipation ;  and  that  meafure,  in 

fteftage  in  which  it  now  flood,  he  conceived  it  was  not  our  province 
'  toag;itate  ;  for  whatever  might  be  our  opinion  upon  that  fubjeS— 

ufaedicr  we  (hould  agree  with  that  part  of  the  Irifli  nation  who 
^  dnag^t  that  more  could  not  fafely  be  conceded  to  the  Catholics, 
i  Aan  had  been  conceded  in  the  lafl  Adminiflration  of  that  country, 

ir  whether  we  were  prcparc3  to  fay,  in  the  language  of  an  eminent 
i  daradcr  in  that  country,  (Mr.  Grattan)  or  that  which  had  lately 

been  prcfented,  as  his,  to  the  Public,     Let  us  embrace,  and  greatly 

emancipate whate\Tr  might  be  our  opinion  (and  he  did  not 
L  iDcan  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  anticipate  which  way  it  would  go) 
:  ne  cpuld  not  eafily  declare  that  opinion  at  this  time,  without  either 
'  Wering  our  own  dignity,  or  trenching  upon  that  of  the  Parliament 

of  Ireland.  As  a  Member  of  the  Britiih  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
r  wap  againft  difcuffing,  as^  in  a  Debating  Society,  what  it  was  not  ia 

';ifcdr  power  to  decide ;  and  as  a  friend  to  the  independence  of  thq 

'Xqpftame  of  Ireland,  he  could  not  confent  to  come  to  a  decifion 
'  fa  dutt  Houfe,  which  might  have  the  appearance  of  anticipating  the 

]iri|piiient,  and  dilating  the  determination  of  the  Irifh  Parliament* 
were  but  one  or  two  fcntimcnts  of  his  honourable  fricni 
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who  ipoke  un^onnc^ed  wldi  this  quelHon  of  Ireland^  upoi 
iff^tch  he  (hould  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  obfervation.  The  lio 
noumbildgentleimnconfcired  that  he  Confidered  the  motion  in  m 
ether  light  than  as  a  motion  for  the  removal  of  Minifters.  In  th£ 
vieWy  he  could  not  but  think  that  it  did  come  forward  at  rather  as 
unfcafonable  period.  The  removal  of  the  exiting  Minifters  waa 
intended,  no  doubt,  to  nuike  room  for  others,  who  would  purfut 
an  oppofite  line  of  conduct,  and  whofe  firft  objed  would  oonfe- 
quenljly  be.  a  negociatipn  for  peace  ;  and  if  fo,  it  would  furely  hav< 
been  more  rational  to  have  attempted  to  effc<ft  it,  before  the  Hoofi 
had  (an^oned  their  pad  condudt  by  its  approbation— -before  it  hac 
<eiitnifted  to  their  hands,  by  fuch  large  aiid  I'^ral  fupplies^  ^  the 
iheans  of  continuing  the  prolecution  of  the  war.  But  it  feems,  in 
no  other  country  than  this,  could  Miniftcrs  have  continued  in  of* 
lice  after  fuch  repeated  failures  and  difgraccs.  The  reafon  of  this 
difference  between  this  and  other  countries  is  obvious  j  in  arbitiarjf 
Governments,  where  the  people  are  admitted  into  no  (hare  or  know- 
ledge of  the  plans  of  action,  but  are  left  to  form  their  judgement 
of  the  propriety  of  any  line  of  condu<a  folely  from  the  event — it  ii 
.very  natural,  that  being  thus  circumfcribed  in  the  means  of  forming 
their  opinion,  they  (hould  form  it  haftily  and  arbitrarily  ;  and, 
knowing  no  other  criterion  than  fuccefs,  (hould  conclude  that  what 
has  failed  in  the  execution,  muft  have  been  wrong  in  ;he  plan,  and^ 
as  fuch,  ought  to  bring  punidiment  upon  its  advifcrs.  But  in  a  fm 
country,  where  tlie  people  have  the  fprings  and  motives  of  a6Hont 
as  yrell  as  the  adion  itfelf,  brought  before  their  ej'cs~whcre  thqr 
go  handin*hand  with  their  Reprefcntatives,  and  their  Repre(entai- 
.tives  with  the  Executive  Government,  in  weighing  the  propriety  of 
meafores,  as  they  arifc,  and  while  they  are  purfuing— -it  is-nol 
there  natural  or  nec€(Siry  that  they  (h6uld  judge  fo  ha(Hly  from  the 
event  alone,  but  that  having  the  power  of  weighing  all  circumfianoes 
-together,  they  (hould  affix  bkme  to  failure,  only  where  failure  may 
•fecm  to  have  flowed  from  mifcondud,  and  not  from  mifchancd. 

Another,  and  indeed  the  only  new  temptatbn,  which  the  right  bo« 
nourable  gentleman  has  held  out  to  induce  us  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee, is,  that  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of  propofing  in  that 
Committee  a  new  refource  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war,  by  a*  tax, 
in  imitation  of  that  faid  to  have  been  lately  laid,  in  Spain,  of  25  per 
cent,  on  all  places  and  penfions.  The  mention  of  this  fubjeft  cer- 
tainly never  fails  to  have  confiderable  fuccefs,  becaufe  it  carries  with 
it  an  eafy  and  obvious  attack  upon  all  gentlemen  who  hold  officer 
under  Government ;  and  perhaps  there  may  be  a  degree  of  ridkulf 
attached  to  any  thing  like  a  ferious  anfwer  on  the  fubjc^*    But  ta 
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ibt  firft  place,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remind  gentlemen  that  the 
feB  intended  to  be  propoTed,  does  exift,  and  has  exifted  in  this 
coontry,  even  to  a  larger  proportion  than  it  has  lately  been  laid  in 
Aat  country  which  it  is  propofed  to  us  to  imitate.  [Mr.  Canning 
alluded  to  the  land-tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  paid  by  all  places  and 

I  penfions  above  a  certain  value,  and  two  other  taxes  amounting  to 
about  IS.  6d.  in  the  pound,  making  in  all  5$.  66.^  fomcthing 
more  than  25  per  cent.]  In  the  next  place,  if  gentlemen  really 
Biean  to  cany  this  principle  to  its  extent,  and  to  oontcni  that  no 
blaxf  oqght  to  be  annexed  to  office,  and  no  remuneration  granted 
Co  thofc  who  have  fcrved  the  State  ;  and  if  they  really  think  that 
in  doiiig  this,  they  (hould  throw  an  additional  weight  into  the  po« 
polar  fade  of  the  cooAitution,  it  may  perhaps  be  worth  their  whils 
to  ooniider,  whether  this  might  not  have  a  contrary  efFc<9 — whe- 
ther it  mig^  not  tend  to  exclude  from  the  political  fervice  of  the 

I  &ateall  but  men  of  large  hereditary  property ;  whether,  in  (hort,  as 
die  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  well  obferved  the  beauty  of  the 
03nflitutiqn  toconiift  not  fo  much  in  any  nice  theory,  or  fancied  ba- 
hoce  of  powers  and  privileges,  as  in  its  extended  pra  Aical  utility  ; 
whether  that  equalizing  principle,  which  gives  to  plebeians,  and  th& 
has  of  plebeians,  the  fame  opportunities  of  exertion  in  the  State's 
lerviccy  with  the  proudefl  branches  of  the  Ariftocracy,  which  opens 
^  doors  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Cabinet,  not  more  to  anceftral 
d^tj  and  hereditary  worth,  than  to  acquired  eminence  and  low- 
born virtue ;  be  not  that  principle,  which  tends  more  than  any 
odier  to  cherifli  talents,  and  freedom,  and  honeft  emulatbn  among 
IS— the  principle  in  wMch  flows  the  very  life-blood  of  the  confti- 
totiocu 

i  Mr.  Canning  laid,  that  perceiving  the  Houfe  to  be  impatient 
fiar  the  queftion,  he  would  not  detain  them  by  any  farther  obferva^ 
liofis ;  but  conclude  with  faying,  that  as  he  had  heard  nothing  pro- 

'  pofed  as  an  inducement  to  go  into  a  Committee,  but  either  fuch 
OijoSis  as  had  already  been  repeatedly  determined  in  the  HoufCf 
or  fuch  as  it  would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  impolidc  to  bring  for- 
ward at  pident  for  difcuflfion,  he  fhould  give  his  vote  for  the  ad* 
jODminent. 

Mr.  BASTARD  thought  all  inquiry  refpcding  Ireland  at  this 
.fine  improper,  arxl  could  not  therefore  vote  for  the  motion.  There 
woe,  howcvor,  many  fiAjefis  that  in  his  mind  called  for  fcrious 
inquiry^  particularly  lefpedUng  the  condudi  of  the  Admiralty  Board  ; 
>  4m  advantages  which  the  French  had  gained  at  fea,  and  the  cir- 
cuaAaoces  fiom  which  the  fleet  was  fo  long  detained  in  port ;  the 
tiefiill  of  what  had  been  done  by  the  Commiflioners  of  Public  Ac- 
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counts  on  the  fubjcd  of  penfions ;  he  could  hot  agree  with  thok 
gentlemen  who  thought  that  taxing  ^places  and  penfions  was  any 
dcfpcratc  lign  of  our  refources. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  wiflicd  to  fay  a  few  words  in  order  to 
explain  the  reafons  for  his  vote,  that  he  might  not  be  mifunderftood. 
Much  as  he  admired  the  uncommon  eloquence  of  die  right  hcxiour- 
abic  mover,  yet,  at  the  conclufion  of  his  brilliant  and  animated 
fpecch,  he  felt  prepared  to  vote  againft  the  motion.    He  difiered  in 
the  conclufions  which  had  been  drawn  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman ;  he  thought  the  difcuffion  of  the  af&irs  of  Ireland  at  prefent 
might  be  attended  w  ith  dangerous  confequences.    He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  a  removal  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  or  to  fub- 
iiitute  others  in  their  place  to  carry  on  the  war.    At  the  fame  time 
he  muft  alfo  ftate,  that  he  differed  from  his  right  honourable  friend, 
when  he  ftated  the  fituation  of  the  country  to  be  the  fame  as  it  wa« 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  fefllon  ;  he  thought  it  was  materially  diflFerent. 
Though  peace  was  defirable  then,  it  was  much  more  fo  now,  and 
at  the  fame  time  more  attainable  from  the  events  that  had  fincc  oc- 
curred.   The  civil  war  in  France  was  at  an  end,  the  (ituation  of 
tlie  Weft  Indies,  the  retreat  from  Holland,  and  above  all,  the 
difpofition  of  the  prefent  Government  of  France,  tended,  in  his 
opinion,  to  facilitate  negociation,    Thefe  were  topics  which  he  was 
aware  did  not  come  properly  before  the  Houfe  novi^,  but  the  time 
would  come,  even  this  feiTion,  when  they  would  be  brought  forward 
,  in  the  ihape  of  a  r^ular  motion,  which,  if  nobody  elfip  did,  he 
would  think  it  his  duty  to  make, 

Mr.  FOX  then  rofe,  and  made  a  reply  to  the  following  cffc£t : 
I  feel  it  ncccffary  to  fay  a  few  words  in'  anfwcr  to  what  I  have  heard 
to-night,  and  chiefly  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  moved 
the  qucfiion  of  adjournment.  Gentlemen  have  partly  mifunderftood 
my  meaning,  if  they  confider  that  J  have  wiAied  for  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  on  any  one  particular  point  ;  or 
that  I  wifli  particularly  to  agitate  topics  of  war  or  peace,  whichhave 
been  already  difcuffed  in  this  Houfe,  in  which  I  have  not  had  the 
.good  fortune  to  agree  with  the  majority.  I  meant,  by  moving  for 
the  Committee,  to  inquire  into  the  conduft  of  the  war  in  general, 
,in  order  that  we  might  fee  how  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  havcafted. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  fay,  they  do  not  wifti  to  turn  out  Mi- 
nifters. They  fay  too,  that  they  do  not  wifli  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  That  is  natural  enough ;  the  meaning  of  it 
is  obvious.  They  do  no  wiOi  for  an  inquiry  ;  that  is,  they  know 
that, an  inquiry  is  likely  to  influence  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  upoa 
he  cofidu£t  of  the  Minifters,  and  that  after  being  compelled  tq 
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cenfore  them,  wc  (hall,  in  juftice  to  our  own  confiftcncy,  be  obliged 
ID  vote  for  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne  for  their  removal.  I  faid  that 
this  country  was  in  a  fituation  that,  on  the  face  of  things,  called 
for  an  inquiry,  and  therefore  I  moved  for  it ;  and  I  believe  that 
the  Tcfult  would  be,  that  this  Houfe  could  not,  confiftently  with  its 
j  own  honour,  refufe  a  vote  of  cenfure  on  Minifters,  and  an  Addrefs 
1  for  thdr  removal ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  myfterious  that  fomc  gen- 
I   demen  ihould  be  unwilling  to  go  into  an  inquiry.    But  are  we  in- 
deed to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  Minifters,  and  are  not  to  inquire 
into  their  C(»idu6t,  left  the  refult  fhould  be,  ^  that  they  muft  be  re- 
moved ?  Are  wc  indeed  fo  very  complaifant  to  Adminiftration,  that 
ndier  than  they  ihould  lofe  their  power,  the  country  (hall  be  loft  ? 
The  r^t  honourable  gentleman  has  infinuatcd  fomcthing  like  a 
hint,  that  if  he  and  his  aflbciates  were  difmifled  to-morrow,  and 
I    odiers  more  able  were  appointed  in  their  ftead,  neither  His  Majcfty^ 
I    nor  die  Public,  would  look  to  thofe  who  fupport  the  prcfent  motion, 
I    for  tbdr  aflifbnce.    Now,  Sir,  upon  that  fubjeft,  I  have  no  ob- 
I    je<%on  to  fay  what  I  feel,  and  what,  indeed,  I  pardy  expreflcd  on 
I    a  fomner  occaiion.  If  this  war  be  to  be  carried  on  with  more  vigour 
than  it  has  been  cn  the  part  of  this  country,  and  by  men  of  greater 
capadty  than  the  prcfent  Minifters,  but  on  the  fame  principles  as  it 
has  been  hitherto  avowed,  and  for  the  fame  objeft — and  I  know 
that  there  are  many  men  who  are  friends  enough  to  this  war,  to 
cany  it  on  upon  fuch  terms— ^but  all  I  can  fay  is,  that  there  is  not 
any  ttung  that  His  Majefty  can  offer  to  me — No,  Sir,  nor  any 
thkig  that  any  Prince  in  Europe  can  offer  to  me,  that  (hould  induce 
me  to  take  any  (hare  in  it.    But  is  that,  or  can  it  be  a  reafon  that 
this  Houfe  (hould  not  inquire  into  the  condud  of  Minifters,  who 
havjc  biOG^t  upon  this  country  fuch  calamities  ;  calamities  that  have 
never  been  equalled  in  any  period  of  its  hiftory  ?  Even  thofe  who 
were  originally,  and  who  may  be  ftill,  againft  any  terms  of  negoci- 
aoon  for  peace,  ihould  vote  for  an  inquiry  into  the  condud  of  the 
war,  and  follow  it  up,  if  neceffary,  for  an  Addrefs  to  His  Majefty, 
to  appoint  fome  perfons  more  likely  to  conduit  it  with  fuccefs.  The 
right  hcKKMirable  gendeman  has  faid,  that  he  is  not  anfwerable  for 
what  might  be  done  by  a  Minifter  abroad  upon  fome  particular  oc- 
cafion— an  expreflion  that  is  unworthy  of  any  man  who  calls  lumfelf 
a  Mimftcr.    The  declaration  of  a  Minifter  abroad  may  create  a 
war  between  two  nations*    Is  it  to  be  indured  in  this  Houfe,  that 
fbc  r^t  honourable  gentleman  (hould  fay,  ^<  fuch  a  declaration  wa$ 
not  mine,  but  was  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Drake,  or  of  any  odier 
Ambaflador    The  right  honourable  gendeman  has  told  the  Houfe 
iMi^t^  that  MuuAen  have  aded  mth  regard  to  neutral  powerjf 
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according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  will  appeaur 
evident  when  the  fubje£t  comes  to  be  inquired  into ;  and  yet,  wicSm 
the  fame  breath,  he  tells  the  Houfe  he  will  not  confent  to  inquire 
into  it  at  all.    Then  he  tells  us,  that  this  is  a  bufinefs  which  ouglm^ 
to  have  been  inquired  into  before  this,  and  much  ihrefs  is  laid  on  itk.^ 
time  in  which  I  have  made  my  motion.    Why,  Sir,  we  have  noc: 
been  negligent  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  in  bringing  forward  queftionm 
upon  the  war.    A  motion  was  made  early  in  the  feffion,  for  a  no^ 
jgc)ciation  for  peace,  which  was  negatived.    Then  came  public  bo^ 
iinefs,  the  budget,  and  other  fubjeds.   But  it  is  (aid  I  have  biau^idr 
on  my  'motion  on  account  of  the  critical  fituatton  of  Ireland.  Mow,. 
Sir,  with  regard  to  that,  I  had  formed  a  refolution  of  bringing  this 
motion  forward  before  the  affairs  of  that  country  wore  fo  ferious  arm 
afped  as  they  do  noW,  and  before  I  heard  one  word  of  what  has 
lately  happened  there,    I  do  not  recoiled  tlie  particular  day>  but  T 
am  iure  the  fa£t  is  fo  ;  and  I  believe  I  gave  notice  in  this  Houfe 
iDy  intention  to  move  for  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
kefcrc  the  late  accounts  from  Ireland  arrived*    I  cannot  help  al*^ 
luding  to  what  one  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  to-night  with  re- 
Agard  to  Ireland ;  he  faid  that  he  (hould  vote  for  this  inquiry,  had  it 
rot  been  that  I  faid  I  (hould  move  a  refottitbn  in  the  Committer 
upon  that  fubjedl.    Why,  if  fo.  Sir,  let  him  v»tc  for  the  inquu]f 
into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  generally ;  and  let  him  vote  againfl  the 
refolution  with  regard  to  Ireland  when  that  comes  to  be  propofied. 
With  refpcft  to  Ireland,  I  conceive  that  what  has  happened  has 
arifen  out  of  the  feult  of  Minifters  in  this  country.    A  great  mif. 
chief  to  this  country  has  been  produced  by  the  mifcondu£k  of  Mini- 
fters, and  I  fay  there  ftiould  be  an  inquiry  into  that  bufinefs,  for 
the  particular  purpofe  of  knowing  who  is  really  to  blame,  in  order 
that  we  may  proceed  to  cenfure,  and,  if  ncceffary,  to  punifli  fuch 
jVlinifiers.    On  the  copdudt  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  I  can  only 
fay  that  I  have  a  ftrong  opinion,  that  when  this  bufinefs  is  fully 
invefiigated,  the  rcfult  will  be  to  the  honour  of  diat  nobleman,  and 
to  the  Aiame  and  confufion  of  the  Minifters  in  this  country.  That 
is  my  opinion ;  but  what  fignifies  what  my  opinion  is ;  this  Houfe 
fcas  no  bufinefs  with  the  opinions  of  individuals.    It  is  their  duty 
«D  inquire  into  the         But  it  fecms  there  is  a  great  delicacy  upon 
this  fubjedl.    Now,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  there  (hould  be  none^ 
tfor  what  any  Minifter  does  in  his  official  fifuation  is  fair  matter  of 
inquiry  in  this  Houfe,  whether  it  regards  this  eountry  or  Ireland. 
2  have  heard  it  faid,  that  we  fliould  not  interfere  with  the  Pariia* 
ment  of  Ireland,  and  that  my  motion  has  that  tendency*    I  mean 
*  4)0  fuch  thing.    I  only  mean  to  inquire  into  the  conda6l  oC  MinU 


Digitized  by 


A  ^79$«  DEBATES.  r4t 

liess.  Thefe  fubjcds  are  debated  in  fte  Cabinet,  and  perhaps  (bme- 
times  particulars  .refpefting  9&s  of  Parliament  in  Ireland  are  debated 
in  the  Cabinet ;  now  I  want  to  know,  although  I  would  not  hate 
diis  Hoofe  interfere  in  the  leaft  degree,  nor  have  we  the  power  of 
interferif^  with  the  Parliament  of  Ireland';  but  I  want  to  know,  I 
iaf,  upon  what  principle  it  is  that  the  Cabinet  ihould  do  more  upoa 
topic  than  diis  Houfe,  or  than  the  Parliament  of  this  countiy. 
I  fee  no  fuch  principle  ;  but  I  know,  that  with  regard  to  any  reoom* 
mcndation  from  the  Throne  to  the  Parliament  of  this  or  of  that 
oouptiy,  that  is  a  matter  for  which  Minifiers  are  liable  to  be  called 
to  account;  for  it  is  Minifters  who  advife  that  recommendation,  if 
k  were  not  fo,  let  me  aik  what  might  the  confequence  be.  Mini- 
fters  majr  fo  condud  themfelves  that  the  fituation  of  the  two  countries 
mftjr  be  in  dang^,  moft  imminent  danger,  and  can  that  happen, 
and  jet  that  we  fhall  be  told  tint  we  cannot  interfere  i  Sir,  I  do 
aflcTt  that  we  have  the  power,  and  that  we  ought  to  exercife  it,  of 
calling  for  an  inquiry ;  yes,  Sir,  and  to  proceed  to  punifhment  for 
fnch  malignant  mifoindud  on  thofe  who  have  been  the  caufe  of  it. 
That  fudi  has  been  the  conduct  of  Minifters  is  undeniable  and  un- 
dented. I  have  been  told  that  I  am  putting  Ireland  in  danger  by 
what  I  have  faid  to-night ;  pray.  Sir,  who  has  put  Ireland  in  dan- 
fer  IOC& ;  I  who  have  moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the  flate  of  it ;  of 
thofe  who  by  their  mifchievovs  condu£k  have  made  that  inquiry  ne- 
ceflBuy— I  who  refped  both  that  and  this  country  as  much  as  any 
nan  in  this  Houfe ;  or  thofe  who  condu^  themfelves  as  if  diey  re- 
graded  the  intereft  of  neither,  when  held  in  competition  with  their 
own  power  Sir,  I  fay  I  have  a  right  to  call  on  Miniftcrs  to  an- 
iwer  for  the  danger  in  which  they  have  involved  the  two  countries, 
and  which  I  believe  to  be  prejudicial  equally  to  both.  I  wi(h  to 
know  whether  it  is  to  be  laid  down  as  a  general  principle,  that  the 
general  failui^  of  the  army,  and  the  general  mifchief  which  the 
conduit  of  MiniAers  has  occafioned,  are  not  to  be  confidered  as 
prtma  fmcie  evidence  of  the  neceffity  of  inquiring  into  their  mifcon- 
du£L  The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  Ikys,  that  my  condud,  if 
not  coonteraded,  would,  tend  to  lower  the  dignity  of  this  country. 
That  a  man,  who  has  himfelf  fo  lowered  the  dignity  of  this  coun- 
try^  who  has  brought-it  to  the  veige  of  ruin  by  the  obftinacy  and  the 
flaadnefs  of  hlscondu£t,  (hould  prefume  even  to  think  that  any  body 
dfe  cotdd  lower  it  more  than  he  has,  is,  I  own,  rather  extraordi- 
naiy.  I  deiire  to  know,  and  I  aik  the  Minifter  to  inform  me,  if 
he  caa,  I  a/k  any  man  in  this  Houfe  to  inform  me,  when  it  waa 
ttat  I  endeavoured  to  lower  the  dignity  of  this  country  ?  He  alluded 
Ipthe  prefent  warj  what  ha«  been  bis  condyd^i  and  what  did  I  ad- 
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vife  this  Houfc  upon  that  fubjeft  ?  I  would  have  offered  reafonablc 
terms  to  France  before  the  war  commenced,  and  for  that  purpoTe 
I  propofed  a  negociation  ;  he  afFe<5ted  to  difdain  it.  What  has  been 
tiie  event  ?  Will  even  he  himfelf  now  attempt  to  fay  that  there  is 
a  chance  of  making  fo  good  a  peace  now,  as  we  might  have  had  then  ? 
Does  he  even  hope  he  can  ever  negociate  with  the  French  in  a  (itu- 
ation  lefs  diflionourable  to  us  than  the  prefent  ?  I  would  have  nego- 
ciated  with  them  before  a  fight.  He  muft  negociate  after  a  fight, 
and  after  a  defeat  too,  if  he  negociates  at  all.  I  would  have  nego- 
dated  with  them  while  we  were  rich  in  our  refourccs  and  our  com- 
merce was  intire.  He  muft  negociate  when  both  arc  defpcrately 
impaired.  I  would  have  n^ociated  before  our  allies  were  defeated, 
and  while  they  were  yet  fuppofed  to  be  in  union.  He  muft  nego- 
ciate after  vi6tory  has  been  declared  in  favour  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
^cs  have  been  deferting  us  and  one  another.  After  this,  that  fach 
a  man  could  poffibly  fuppofe  he  is  fupporting  the  dignity  of  this 
country,  and  that  he  fhould  put  himfelf  on  a  footing  with  any  gen- 
.  deman,  who  has  not  the  misfortune  to  be  in  the  prefent  Admtnilha- 
tion,  is  an  extraordinary  thing,  t)ut  it  is  an  aflfumption  of  merit 
which  is  peculiar  to' His  Majefty's  prefent  Council.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  is  with  heartfelt  fatisfa£tion  I  refle£l,  that  in  every  thing  I 
ever  propofed,  I  have  fupported  the  dignity  of  this  country ;  I  re- 
gard it  a^  a  circumfiance  of  good  fortune  to  me,  that  I  never  gave 
an  opinion  by  which  one  drop  of  Britifh  blood  was  (hcd,  or  ,  any  of 
its  treafure  fquandercd.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  oppofe,  perhaps 
unfuccefsfully,  that  which  brought  this  country  into  a  difaftrous  fi- 
tuation :  I  mean  the  American  war— a  war  di&ftrous  indeed  ;  but 
after  all  the  calamity  which  it  produced,  we  were  happy  then  com- 
pared with  the  fituation  of  this  country  now.  Good  God,  Sir, 
that  there  (hould  be  a  moment  when  the  American  war  (hould  be 
a  ftate  of  happincfs  when  compared  to  it ;  and  yet  fo  it  is,  fo  any 
perfon  will  find  it  to  be  on  examining  them  both.  The  calamities 
of  the  American  war  bear  no  refemblance  to  the  prefent.  Does 
the  Miniftcr  deny  the  fa6t ;  he  has  never  yet  faid  it,  and  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  hear  him  aver  it  now,  for  I  am  ready  to  anfwer  him  if  he 
does  t  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  infinuate 
■  that  thofe  with  whom  I  a6t,  and  myfelf,  never  mention  the  glory  of 
the  Britifh  arms.  The  faft  is  notorioufly  othcrwifc.  There  is  not 
one  inftancc  in  which  we  have  withheld  praifc  from  any  of  our  gal- 
lant heroes ;  on  the  contrary,  we  Jiavc  been  proud  to  prsiife  them. 
That  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not  a  Member  of  this  Houfe 
in  the  time  of  the  American  war,  but  if  he^will  take  the  trouble  of 
iii(}uiring,  he  may  be  ea%  informed  of      part  I  took  in  praifiog 
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the  gallantry  of  the  Briti(h  troops.  America,  however,  was  loft^ — 
we  arc  now  fearing  left  we  (hould  lofe  Ireland ;  and  I  own  to  you, 
Sr,  I  tremble  for  the  fate  of  Great  Britain.  Is  it  then  a  thing  to 
be  endured — ^to  hear  a  man  accufe  others  of  endeavouring  to  lower 
the  dignity  of  this  country,  when  we  are  doing  all  we  can  to  favc  it, 
and  are  calling  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  that  very  man  who 
has  brought  us  to  the  very  laft  (lake,  in  which  we  are  now  contend- 
ing for  our  very  cxiftcnce,  and  Ihall  it  be  ftill  a  queftion  who  is  the 
bcft  friend  to  the  honour  and  intercfts  of  Great  Britain  ?  This  in- 
quiry may  not  take  place,  but  I  am  very  glad  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Wilbcrforce)  has  intimated  his  intention  of  bringing 
die  fubje^  in  fome  other  (hape  forward.  He  can  do  it  with  great 
propriety.  But  I  wiih  again  to  a(k,  if  this  Committee  be  not  granted, 
what  I  am  to  fay  to  my  conftituents  if  they  alk — who  arc  the  allies 
of  diis  country  ?  What  is  our  relative  fituation  with  the  King  of 
Pruffia  ? — What  with  the  Emperor  ? — What  has  been  the  conduft 
of  Adminiftration  with  regard  to  the  war  ? — ^What  is  the  fituatioa 
of  Ireland  ?— To  all  thefe  qucftions  I  can  only  anfwer,  "  I  cannot 
tell  you  any  thing  of  thefe  things.  The  Houfc  of  Commons  would 
not  grant  me  an  inquiry  ;  they  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  Mini- 
flcr."  I  wiih  the  Houfc  of  Commons  to  have  credit  with  the  peo- 
ple. I  know  there  are  enemies  to  this  Houfe  ;  and  if  you  rcfufe  this 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  you  will  fumi(h 
more  arguments  againft  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  any  that  ever 
wrote  upon  the  fubje£t. 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

A}'cs  219  J  Noes  63.    Majority  1 56. 

CoircaLISTof  the  MINORITY  who  voted  on  Mr.  FOX'm 
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Courtenay,  John. 
Crewe,  John  • 
Crcfpigny,  T.  C. 
^apatrick,  Generaf 
Fletchcr»  Sir  Henry 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Gafcoigne,  Sir  Thomas 
Grey,  Charles 
Halhed,  N.  B. 
Hare,  Tames 
Howard,  Henry 
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Kemp,  Thomas 
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Ludlow,  Earl 
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Maitland,  Colonel 
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North,  Dudley 
Pkrfc,  Henry 
Philips,  J.  G. 
Flumer,  William 
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Ridley,  Sir  W. 
Robinfon,  M. 
Ruffell,  Lord  William 
St*  John,  Hon.  St*  Andrew 
Sheridan,  R*  B* 
Shuckburgh,  Sir  George 
Smith,  William 
Smith,  General 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Sturt,  Charles 
Taybr,  M.A. 
Tarkton,  General 
Tborold»  Sir  John 
TownOiend,  Lord  John 
Vyncr,  Robert 
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Walwyn,  Jamea 
Weftem,  C.C. 
Whitbread,  Samuel,  jun* 
Wilbraham,  Roger 
Wynne,  R.  W, 


Tamworth 
Chcfliire  County 
Sudbury 
.  Taviftock 

Cumberland  County 
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Arundel 

Northumberland  County 

Lymington 

Knarelborough 

Gloucefter 

New  Sarum 

Yarmouth,  Iflc  of  Wight 
Lewes 
Ludlow 
Bridgewater 
.  Cornwall  County 
Ilchefter 
Hundngdonfliire 
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Jedburgh,  &c. 
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ditto  . 

Great  Grimfby 

Northallerton 

Caermarthen 

Hertfordfliire 

Totnefs 

NewcafQe 

Boroughbridge 

Surry  County 

Bedtordihire 

Stafford 

Warwickihire 

Camelford 
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ditto 
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Poole 
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Lincoln  County 

Knarelborough 

Thirlk 

Lincoln  County 

Hereford 

Maiden 

Bedford 

Bodmyn 

Denbeigh  County 
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Genenl  TARLETON  movcd^  riiat  there  be  laid  tbc 
lloufc,  a  lift  of  all  Members  ifrhofe  names  were  fent  to  the  Poft- 
Maftcr- General,  as  being  diiabled  by  bodily  infirmity,  for  writing 
dife&osis  to  letters.*^— Ordered* 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the  Memorial,  and 
iUb  the  Commifljoners'  Refx>rt  relative  to  the  claim  of  15,0001. 
Cor  Colonel  Fullarton,  be  printed. — Ordered. 

The  Houfe  having  refolvcd  itfclf  into  a  Coitimittfee  of  the  whole 
Houfc,  to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means  for  jratfing  a  fupply, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  a  rcfolutbn,  Thar  the  fum  of 
758,0001.  be  granted  to  His  MajeAy»  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  lot- 
tery, toconiiflof  50,000  tickets,  at  151.  38.  5d.  per  ticket,  which 
b  258,0001.  more  than  has  been  ufually  raifed  by  a  lotteiy.wThe 
icTolution  paflfed. 

He  then  moved  fome  modification  of  the  duty  on  Life  Inftiranccs  % 
the  fubAanoe  was,  that  inftead  of  laying  it  on  ihe  premimn,  as  at 
firft  pmpofed,  it  was  impofed  on  the  capital  infured. 

This  produced  a  fliort  converfation,  which  was  fupposted  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Hufiey,  Mr.  Alderman  Anderibn,  and  die  CHam 
teifer  of  die  Exchequer ;  after  which  the  lefolution  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  meifage  from  His  Majedj^r 
fubffance  of  whtdi  was,  that  Hk  Majefly,  relying  on  the  attach- 
mcnc  and  zeal  of  his  fiuthful  Commons  for  the  vigomis  profccotioni' 
of  die  war  in  wMch  we  arc  etigagid,  recommends  to  them  to  make 
pnmfioa  for  die  extnordinaiy  cxyenpe  which  may  be  ineurred,  and 
to  tike  fudi  meafiires  aa  the  exigency  of  the  times  may  require. 

The  meiSige  was  refentd  to  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

The  Report  of  ibe  Conmuttee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  brou^^t 
op. 

On  icac&i^  the  fcfcludon  rdpefting  the  duty  on  Life  Infiifances^ 
Mr*  Chancellor  PITT  (aid,  be  had  confidered  of  the  objeaiona 
vittch  had  been  ulged  againft  this  tax,  and  diey  appeased  to  him  Xx» 
luive  fo  much  weight  that  (he  (hould  be  glad  to  fbregp  the  meafuror 
if  that  could  be  done  without  any  public  inoonvenicnee»  and  he  waa 
happy  toCqr  this  waa  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inftanoe,  for  the  (bin 
«^  would  be  produced  beyond  the  dftimate  On  the  additional  duty 
on  ipiritc  in  Scodand  would  be  nM>re  than  equal  to  the  fum  intended 
to  be  nuied  by  the  Life  Infurance  Duty.  He  tfaere^re  moved  that 
thcrefbtution  be  withdr/.wn.  . 


Tburfdajf  %6th  March. 
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Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  felt  great  fatisfeaion  at  the  condua  of' 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  alfoJ 
would  feel  fatis^dlion  in  future,  hr  having  aded  as  he  had  novr* 
done. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  -  J 

Mr.  HENNIKER  MAJOR  gave  nodcc,  that  on  the  14th  ofl 
April  he  (hould  move  for  an  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  delay  of 
the  Court  Martial  which  was  to  (it  on  the  condu£l  of  Capcaia 
Molloy. 

Mr.  BAKER  faid  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  con^ 
fider  what  he  wad  about  more  maturely  before  iic  brought  forward 
any  fuch  motion. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  nothing  could  be  more  imprc^ 
than  fuch  a  motion  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  prcpofcd  j  it 
was  peculiarly  the  bufincfs  of  the  Executive  Power ;  and  he  trufted, 
no  attempts  would  be  made  to  interfere  with  that,  in  th^  prpfdit 
Situation  of  the  country. 

:i :  Mr.  MAJOR  withdrew  this  notice,  in  confequcncc  of  thefc  rc- 

prefcntarions,  . 

•  'Mr;  W.  DUNDAS  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  fliould  move 
for  leave  to  bring  iq  a  bill  to  enforce  the  ddivcry  of  election  writs  in 
Siotland.  He  had  no  doubt  tlu?  would  meet  yvith  univcrfal  in- 
currence, when  hc^  ftajcd  that  he  did  it  in  confequcncc  of  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  'Chair  upon  ai  jatc  affair  [the  Kiikcudbngh^ 
fslcflioh.^  • 

'  A  modoo  was-  made  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter obferyance  of  the  Lord  s  DaT^ 

A*r.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  fajd,^  |}iat  he  rofe  with  the  intention  of 
inovihg,  that  the  fecond  reading  dc^rred  to  this  day  fix  months ; 
and  he  ihould  in  a  very  few  words  fhite  the  grounds  fo^  his  motions- 
He  felt  confident,  that  when  the  Houfc  heard  his  ^-eafons,  they 
would-  not  be  willing  to  let  this  bill  proceed  ;  they  wrould  not  wift 
to  extend  the  adl  of  29  Cha,  2.  fo  far  as  to  make  a  breach  of  it 
paniihable  by  fine  and  Imprironmcnt ;  and  to  fubjedl  the  perfoD  of- 
fending to  an  induSroent  as  for  a  mifdemeanor.  He  believed  he 
was  as  well  attached  to  a  prope^  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  Day  as 
^ny  man ;  but  his  objc<^ion  to  this  bill  was,  that  if  it  palTcd  it 
would  operate  opprcflively  only  on  the  middling  clafs  of  the  pcc^lc.* 
If  the  Houfe  were  really  zealous  for  the  obfervanqc  of  the  Lmd'^ 
Day,  why  did  they  not  go  to  houfes  of  luxur)%  to  clubs^  and  the 
dwellings  of  the  higher  ranks  ?  Perfons  of  rank  and  fortune  had 
ji*rva:ui  to  drcfs  their  h^ir  on  a, Sunday,  in  order  that  they  might 
appear  decent  at  church;  but  the. middlins  janks  Wf rc  obliged  ttx 
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lave  a  hair-dfeiTer*  It  was  true  thatTiair^refling  was  not  a  matter 
\  rf  noccffity,  but  it  was  of  decency,  and  he  thought  it  creditable  tO 
i  die  country  that  pcrfons  ofWl  ranks  (hould  appenr  clean  and  decent 
!  m  their  attendance  on  public  worfliip.    By  the  a6t  of  Charles  IL 
bair>4ireirers  were  liable  to  a  penalty  of  5s.  but  by  this  a<5l  to  a  large 
fine  and  imprifonment.    Gentlemen  could  not  wifh  to  fubje<fl  per- 
ions  to  fiich  penalties  for  a  laudable  attention  to  decency.    Many  of 
Ac  lower  claflcs  of  the  pcopk  did  not  get  their  wages  till  a  very  late 
hoar  on^a  Saturday  ni^t :  and  by  this  a£t  if  they  fliould  buy  a  piece 
i  of  beef  on  Sunday,  they  would  be  liable  to  be  indiiEled,  fined  and 
imprilbned.    It  m^ht  be  faid,  this  was  a  work  of  nccefTity  ;  but 
Ifiil  they 'were  liable  ft)  be  indiiled,  and  he  did  not  like  fubjefling 
Aem  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  profccution,  nor  to  leave  t6  a 
f  jury  to  determine  whether  neceffary  or  not.  Anotlicr  objeflion  was^* 
that  by  dicadlof  Charles  11 .  no  penalty  could  be  incurred,,  unleft 
infcrmation  were  given  in  ten  days ;  but  this  bill  limited  no  time  ; 
theic  was  no  limitation  to  an  indiAment ;  fo  that  if  any  perfon  were 
to  Jiave  his  hair  drciled,  or  took  a  boat,  or  rode  out  the  next  Sun- 
day after  paffing  the  bill,  he  might  be  punldied  ai  any  period  of  his 
life.    He  admired  an  obfervancc  of  religion,  but  it  was  that  excel-* 
lent  religion  which  was  the  eflPccl  of  reafon,  and  not  an  enthufiaftic 
cfiufion  from  the  tabernacle,  or  a  myftical  reverfe  ;  he  believed, 
however,  that  none  even  of  the  moft  fanatical  followers  of  Whit- 
fidd  wcmld  wifli  to  have  this  bill  palTed,  if  they  took  the  trouble  of 
confidering  it :  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  fecond  reading  be  de- 
ioTcd  to  this  day  fix  months. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  fald,  he  agreed  with  the  learned  gentleman  in 
]ait;  he  was  convinced  that  the  bill  did  not  go  the  whole  length  it 
I  m'^t  widi  propriety ;  he  had  wi(hed  it  to  go  as  far  as  the  honourable 
gcndeman,  but  it  was  thought  more  natural  not  to  make  a  new  law, 
bat  to  enforce  the  old  one.  There  were  two  parts  of  the  bill,  only 
one  of  which  had  been  noticed  by  Mr.  Taylor.  This  was  not  cx- 
adly  the  time  to  difcufs  the  propriety  of  an  indiiflmcnt,  it  would  be 
better  in  the  Committee ;  one  confideration  in  its  favour  was,  that 
the  ad  of  Charles  IL  had  been  Incflidhial.  The  obfervance  of 
Ac  iabbath  in  his  opinion  was  eflfential  to  the  very  exiftence  of  refi- 
paa ;  it  was  notorioufly  declining  in  this  country ;  in  the  prcfent 
jm,  the  buiKding  of  great  edifices  was  carried  on  openly,  an<i  in 
defiance  of  decency,  on  a  Sunday.  There  was  another  circum^ 
fbooe  which  alio  appeared  very  ofFcnfive  In  the  eye  of  religious  de- 
cxinioi,  and  that  was  die  great  number  of  public  waggons  which 
mm  tmd  die  road  on  a  Sunday.  He  believed  it  was  within  the 
iuiowledse  and  rexnembranceof  almoft  every  Member  of  the  Houfe, 
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that  fome  ycais  ago  no  Aich  thing  as  a  coveted  of  ptiblic  wa^ 
gem  was  ever  Teaa  ou  the  road  qd  tli«  Sabbath  day  i  whereas  nom 
nothing  was^morc  comment  and  every  road  in  the  kingdom  fwnrmcA 
with  tfacm.  He  did  not  know  hnt,  in  fome  degree,  it  might  bs 
neceflary  that  they  (houM  be  fufFered  to  pafs  in  certain  cafes  ;  but  ai; 
prefent  it  was  carried  to  an  extent  ^ich  required^  in  his,  opinioo, 
to  be  oonfidccahly  reftridkd.  -  The  honourable  gentleman  w1k>  op* 
pofed  the  hiU  going  into  a  Committee  had  nKidc  fevcral  objcAions, 
lyhich  might  very  well  be  worthy  of  at(!ention  in  the  Committee,  bufi 
vhich  certainly  did  not  apply  at  prefent.  Juftices  of  Peace  were  at 
grcfcnt  very  difagrceably  fitu^tcd,  by  not  knowing  how  pttapcrJy  to 
enforce  the  penalties  which  were  infli<3ed  on  perfont  not  obfervicg 
the  Lord's  Day,  by  the  ad  of  Charlie  II.  It  was  ceruinly  r%ht 
and  proper  to  relieve  them  from  this  difficulty,  by  fome  axoendmcnr 
to  thsLt  ad,  and  this  could  oidy  be  dpnjQ  with  tfk&  by  gouxg  ifita  ^ 
Committee.  He  therefore  hoped^  tbat»  whatevier  gcndemen  might 
tjiiiik  of  the  bill,  in  its  prefent  fiate,  they  would  (uffer  it  lo  go  into 
a  Committee,  where  it  would  meet  a  fair  and  full  difcuffioB,  and 
s^ib  fuch  alterations  aiui  nKx}i6cations  as  might  peifaaps  render  it 
perfectly  s^;reeable  to  thofe,  who  now  fet  warmlytoppofed  it.. 

Mn  M,  A,  TAYLOR  rofe  to  oxpfcun.    He  ^id  die  gmtle^ 
man  who  fpokc  lail  had  very  much  mifundorfiood  him.    He  never 
wiflied,  nor  ever  fatd  be  withed  that  the  bill  had:  gone  farther ;  h€^ 
only  (aid,,  that  when  tho&  who  had  bmight  in.  the  bitt,  had  gone 
*  (o  fan  in  laying  pain&  and  penalties  on  the  middling  claifes  of  peoplCft 
they  had  not  taken  notice  of  die  faihiooable  dubs,  routs,  &c.  and 
that  means  gone  higher , in  their  religkms  reformatit>o% 
Sir  W.  DOLBEN  (aid,  that  many  obfervationshad  falkn  from. 
Mr*  Taylor,  which  certainly  might  come  with  great  propriety,  and 
fome  of  them  perhaps  with  particular  force*  agaiiift  fi>me  parts  of  tba 
bill ;  but  that  this,  oertajnly  was  not  the  proper  time  to  prcfs  them* 
He  was  (farongly  of  opinion,  that  fome  fudi  bill  as.  dus  warex«« 
tremely  neceflfary*    He  had  ^bmSotc  bnxjght  it  in ;  and  as  norhing 
which  he  had  yet>  heard  went  in.  die  leaftagainAthe  principle  of  tiia 
bill,  he  thought  it  ought)  by  aU  means,  to  he  pemutted  to  go  to  a 
Conunittee. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  was  of  opioftin  diat  dle.UU  ought  not  ta 
go  to  a  Committee.  He^confideied  it  not  only  a»  very  rqpudien^ 
fible  in  its  coniequences  as  being  a  hiU  of  pains,  and  penadriesy. 
fedting  chiefly  the  middle  and  loirer  orders  o€pec^]e;  butheaveoe^- 
it  alfo  to  be  a  very  inquifitorial  bill.  Much  had  been  feU  about 
the  ufe  of  public  waggons  on  a  Sundagr.  He  could  fiee  no  rsate 
why  m^gpp$  iho^  be  reftrided  from  pai&ng  on  a  Sunday^ 
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gendemenV  canriago  and  poft  coadies  an^  AdScs  ivm  allowed  » 
nil  about  the  loads  {rom  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 
whout  the  fnnallcft  animadverfion.  In  the  cafe  of  waggons  Hr 
mi^t  be,  and  in  moA  inOances  it  was,  a  matter  of  neceSity  whidi 
iadiiced  their  omiert  to  ufe  them  on  diar  day ;  in  that  of  gtnlte- 
men's  carriages,  it  was  the  mere  choice,  wtiim,  or  pleafuvc  of  (ha' 
owners  which  put  their  wheels  in  motion.  The  dae  obfer^nce  of 
die  Lord  s  Day,  by  which  he  fuppofed  the  attendanoe^C  ibme  place 
of  public  woiihip  was  meant,  was  equally  broke  through  in*  bod^ 
calcs,  and  why  it  (hould  be  more  i^ultyordeicrving'cf  ^nfure,  of 
of  pains  and  penalties  in  the  cafe  of  neceflity  than  it  was  in  that  ctf ' 
capriocy  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  account.  He  oonjured  (he  ^ 
Hovfe  toconfider  the  bufinefs  attentivelyi  and  not  give  way  <o  this 
iamSimonious  kind  of  enforcing  the  obferiRince  of  that  nobk  reil*-* 
pan  irtkich  was  profe£kd  in  this  country,  by  endeavouring  to  make 
the  dread  of  a  Juftice*s  warrant  more  conducive  to  its  general  eftab-r 
li&ment  and  fecurity,  than  die  fublhne  dictates  of  fovereign  reafon. 
io  the  ihrched  and  gloomy  days  of  the  Commonwcahhr'  no  fuch 
ineaais  as  thcfe  had  been  reforted  to,  and  every  one  knew  hew  much 
fticfe  was  laid  on  the  obfervanoe  ot  the  Lord's  Day  in  thofe  times*. 
He  remembered  Mr.  Hume  mentioned  a  dialogue  between  a  Puritan- 
and  a  Cavalier,  in  which  the  Puritan  tells  the  other  that  his  paitf 
are  very  wicked,  for  that  they  indulged  themfelves  in  gaig;iing, 
b  drinking,  and  in  the  company  of  lewd  women*  and  never  wens 
ID  church/*  **  True,"  replies  die  Cavalier,  <«w«dofo|  andw« 
4s  it  openly — our  nature  impels  us  to  love  women,  and  our  incli*» 
ration  to  drink,  game,  and  (lay  away  from  church ;  but  you  do  aS 
thde  things  in  fa61,  and  hypocridcrily  veil  it  under  thefaodimo^ 
nious  oercfnontes  oftentacious  obfervances/* 
He  ofaje^ed  to  the  prefent  bill  being  committed^  dn  another 
^  ground ;«  for  under  pretences  of  enforcing  a  ftri<9er  obfuiwiwet  of' 
dae  Loid^  Day,  by  the  middling  and  lower  cbtfr  of  people,  it 
gave  licence  to  another  numeroius  fet  of  men  to  break  in  upon  that 
oUervance,  in  a  manner  which  they  were  reftri£lod  from  by  the 
aft  of  Charles  IL  In  purfuance  of  that  aft,  and  by  the  Common 
Law,  no  bailiff  or  <heriiF^s  officer  could  execute  any  writ,  piooeilt^ 
«r  esecudons  on  a  Sunday*  By  this  aft  they  were  empowered  to 
taate  all  fodi  procefles  for  ofences  committed  on  that  day* 
[ttr»  aery  df  Upon  which  Mr,  Courtenay  read'  the- 

efaurfe  he  alluded  to,  by  whidi  it  appeared,  that  the  powers  he  mcn« 
tfcmed  weie  pven  flieriff's  oflSeers,  bailiffs,  &c.  There  was 
another  (biking  hardihip,  he  faid,  that  would  be  a  confequence  if 
tiiis  bill  pafied  into  a  law*    Etevy  perfon  who  could  not  afford  tg^ 
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psqr  fifty  Or  fixty  pounds,  a  year  to  a  vilct  'to  drefe  his  hair,  in<cafe 
he  did  not  choofe  to  go  with  diiheveUcd  locks  to  attend  Di  trine  fer- 
yke»  would,  if  he  fent  for  a  hair^-drciTer,  be  li2i>le  to  be  profectitcdy 
by  an  information  or  indictment  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and 
perhaps  in  the  iiTlie,  to  dnt  and  imprifonment.    It  aAed  alio  by 
way  of  double  penalty,  for  the  poof  halr-dreffer  alfo  who  dreflcd 
him  was  liable  to  the  fame  profccution^  and  to  the  fame  penalries 
for  the  lame  ofience.    What  had  the  poor  hair-dreflcrs  done,  he 
aiked,  to  make  them  fo  odious  in  the  eyes  of  Minifters^  that  tbey 
were  thus  iu  the  exercife  of  their  trade,  to  be  expofed  to  the  rifque 
of  pumfhment  more  than  other  clafies  of  men  in  the  community. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  lately  brought  in,  and  the  Houfe  had 
nearly  agreed  to  a  biH^  obliging  every  pcrfon  who  wears  powder  to 
pay  a  guinea  a  year  foj:  a  licence  to  do  fo ;  and  here  comes  a  bill, 
which  fays,  that  every  pcrfon  who  is  powdered  on  a  Sunday  fhall 
be  liable  to  an  information,  or  indidment  in  the  KingVBcnch, 
and^  the  hair-dreiTcr  tlie  fame,  which  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
paying  a  guinea  a  year  for  the  chance,  if  informers  do  not  grow 
very  fcarcc  indeed,  of  being  indided.    By  the  one  bill  the  liair- 
dreifer  will  be  deprived  of  all  fuch  cuftcmers  as  do  not  choofe  to 
pay  the  tax  ;  and  by  the  other  he  runs  the  rifque  of  being  fined 
and  imprifoned,  for  drefTing  and  powdering  thofe  of  his  cufiomers 
who  do  chufe  to  pay  it.    There  was  one  cafe  which  Aruck  him  in 
a  particular  manner — ^Would  the  Minifter  wifh  that  the  men  in  the 
idock  yards  Ihould  be  obliged  to  dciifl:  from  working  on  Sundays^ 
4>r  that  waggons  carrying  provifions,  Or  ammunition,  or  cloathing, 
or  other  nccclTaries  for  the  army  or  navj'^,  ftiould  be  prevented  from 
travelling  on  a  Sunday  ;  or  would  he  defirc,  that  in  cafe  they  did 
work,  and  the  other  travel,  that  they  fhould  be  liable  to  punifli- 
ment  by  fine  and  Imprifonment  ?  yet  this  mufi  be  the  cafe  if  this 
bill  (hould  be  fuffercd  to  pafs  in  its  prefent  ftate  ;  and  furely  other 
waggons  carrying  articles  of  neccifarj'  confumption  into  the  country 
from  London,  or  from  one  place  to  another  acrofs  the  country, 
have  as  much  right  to  travel  as  in  the  inibnce  immedtately  before 
alluded  to,  and  the  public  would  be  equally  injured  and  inconve* 
nienced  by  flopping  them.    He  was  convinced,  he  faid,  the  bill, 
if  paffed  into  a  law,  would  be  produfiive  of  the  very  worfk  confe- 
querices.    Inftcad  of  conciliating  men's  minds,  and  making  theiir 
love  religion,  from  the  mildnefs  of  its  principles  and  infiuence,  it 
would  tend  to  four  the  minds  of  the  pco^e,  and  render  them  liable 
to  the  grcateft  inconveniences,  and  in  many  cafeg,  the  moft  unjuft 
punifhments.    It  had  been  well  obfervcd  by  his  honourable  friend 


A.i79> 


DEBATES. 


i5« 


I  tbe  people  it  frequently  happened,  that  men  who  were  fathers  of 
I  famHtes,  which  depended  folclr  on  their  weekly. earnings  for  their 
;  Saiulay's  dinner,  did  not  receive  their  wages,  fo  as  to  be  able,  by 
I  poffibility,  to  go  to  market  to  purchafe  that  dinner^  on  which  the 
I   comfort  and  fuftenance  of  many  peribns  depended,  for  that  day, 
before  twelve  o'clock.    It  was  then  Sunday  morning,  and  if  any 
'   infi>nncT  faw  this  honeft  jpn  of  indolfay,  and  child  of  toil,  laying 
'    oat  his  money  for  fo  irreligious  a  purpofc>  as  purchafing  a  dinner 
for  his  family,  he  might  get  the  poor  creature  indicted,  and  after- 
*    wards  puniihed  by  fine  or  imprifonment.  .Such  would  be  the  bleflcd 
tScSks  of  this  bill  if  pailed  into  a  law..    Much,  faid  Mr.  Courte- 
nay,  has  lately  been  faid  and  written  about  fnophecies,  which  have, 
in  no  fmall  degree,  alarmed  and  agitated  the  minds  of  the  people* 
Prophecies  were  things  which  he  did  not  much  attend  to,  but  her 
bad  lacdy  met  with  one  written  about  the  year  1500,  about  two 
hundred  and  fixty  years  ago,  which  appeared  in  a  paper,  entitled, 
he  bcUcved,  Rowland's  Itinerary*    This  he  would,  with  pcrmiflion^ 
read  to  the  Houfe.  * 

♦*  In  0;:ford,  much  again  ft  my  Will, 

"  I  met  two  Knights,  Dolben  and  Hill* 

*•  The  firft  he  was  k  moft  profane  one ; 

•*  The  next  a  ri^id  Puritan  one, 
I  *•  \yho  hang'J  his  iv'tcked Cat  on  Monday, 

j  ♦*  Bccaufe  flic  catch'd  a  Mouse  on  Sunday." 

I  As  this  bill  would,  in  his  opinion,  tend  to  throw  a  gloom  over 
wen's  minds  by  making  thcin  amenable  to  fuch  fevcre  penalties  and 
ponifhments  as  were  never  deemed  neceffary  in  the  profligate  days 
of  Charles  the  Second,  in  order  to  enforce  a  proper  pbfcrvance  of 
Ae  Lord's  Day ;  and,  as  Jie  wns  convinced  that  the  people  of  this 
ojinitry  in  general,  paid  every  decent  attention  to  it,  he  (hould  giv« 

^     his  decided  vote  ngainft  its  being  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

j  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  fhat  from  the  arguments  which 
had  been  ufed,  and  from  the  attention  he  had  now  given  to  the  dif- 
fermt  elaufes  in  the  bill,  he  did  not  think  it  was  fuch  a  bill  as  oughf 
to  be  paffed  into  a  law.  On  ijie  other  hand,  as  had  been  very 
juffly  obferved  by  an  honourable  gentleman  near  him,  as  it  appear-* 
ed  that  fome  amendment  of  the  laws  now  in  being  was  really  ne- 
ccflary,  he  could  fee  no  reafon  why  the  bill  (hould  not  be  allowed 
to  go  info  a  Committee,  where  it  would  be  fully  and  more  properly 
debated  than  in  this  ftage  of  it.  He  did  not  think,  by  any  means, 
that  any  gentleman  who  voted  for  its  being  committed,  was  at  all 
kxind  to  vote  for  its  paiTing,  or  even  being  reported,  but  he  thought 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179^ 


Mr«  AI<Iermsm  NEWNHAM  was  quite  of  a  contrary  opnion* 
Ht  was  akogether  ^abiit  the  principle  of  the  bill  in  alt  its.part^. 
Tho  law  as  it  now  ilood  was>  he  thought,  perfcdly  adequate  to  cn^ 
facce  every  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  Day>  which  at  this  period  of 
time  in  this  country,  was  at  altneceflaiy.    The  ad  of  Gbarles  II . 
imfoMtL  fine  already  on  perfbns  puichafing  even  neocffaiy  piovifions 
en  a  Sunday,  and  to  add  to  that  the  penalties  of  fines  and  iinprifon-> 
ment  for  fudh  a  thing  would,  he  thought^  be  abominable.    As  it 
was,  in  point  of  £ne,  die  Magifhates  too  frequently  faw  the  cru« 
flty,  not  to  fay  the  mjuftice  of  it.    He  hinifelf  had,  in  many  in^ 
fiances*  been  hig^y  pained  by  it  in  the,  execution  of  his<3uty.— — 
Many  excellent  obfervations  had  been  made  by  gentlemen,  on  the 
extreme  hardibip  on  the  jpoor  induftrious  labourer,  M  ho;  not  ro- 
ceivi^g  his  week's  wages  tUi  very  late,  was  not  able  to  go  to  market 
before  Sunday  morning.    It  would  really  be  (iKxrking  to  humanity 
tp  fubfCtSl  fuch  peo[de  to  pains  and  penalties ;  even  a  fine,  as  the 
Uw  now  Aood,  was»  m  his  mind,  in  fuch  circumftances  too  fevere. 
He  begged  leave  to  mention  a  particular  cafe — "  A  butcher,  with* 
in  the  limits  of  his  magiftracy,  had  wi(hed  to  preferve  the  utmoft 
decency  and  decorum,  with  refpcft  to  the  appearance  of  his  (bop  on 
t  Sunday  morning,  and  for  that  purpofe  always  kept  his  window 
(hutters  quite  clofed,  only  for  the  fake  of  air  and  light  had  a  fmall 
portion,  or  fqdare,  open  at  the  top  of  the  (butters.    One  Sunday* 
morning  an  informer  prowling  about  for  prey,  faw  a  poor  man  go 
into  his  Aop  door,  which  was  immediately  ihut  again:  upon  which 
he  got  a  pair  of  fleps  before  the  window,  "mounted  up^  a)nd  faw  the 
butdier  cut  off  and  fell  to  this  poor  creature,  a  piece  of  meat  for 
his  family  dinner  on  that  day.    Thfc  next  day  he  fummoned  the 
butcher  before  him,  in  ordor  to  obtain  the  fine  which  is  abtadj 
provided  by  die  law.    He  thought  it  a  hard  cafe,  and  fettled  it  as 
wen  as  he  could,  and  he  could  by  iv>  nuans,  therefoce,  give  hia 
confent  to  an  extenfion  of  that  6ne,  much  lefs  to  the  puniihmcnt  of 
imprifonment.    It  had  been  admitted  bf  gentlemen,  that  the  bill 
was  fo  worded  at  prefent,  as  not  to  be  proper  to  pais  into  a  law^ 
but  that  it  oug^t  to  be  fufiered  to  go  to  a  .Ccxnmittee.    He  ooukl 
fee  no  reafon  for  this  at  all.    If  the  gcntkmcn.  who  biou^  it  in 
.  really  thou^  fuch  a  bill  was  neoefiary  (which  he  did  not)  let 
Ibem  Imng  in  another  bill  worded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  tt>  be  worthy 
die  ferious  coniideration  and  attention  of  die  Houfe.    Why  foflSsr  it 
feo  go  into  a  Conunittee  ?  For  his  part,'  he  thought  that  thofe  who 
brought  in  bills  ought  to  take  care  and  word  them  in  fuch  a  marmer 
as  that  the  Committee  (hoi|ld  have  only  to  oonOder  their  piifport 
and  tenor  ^  he  never  cooccivipd  that  it  was  the  hMfinefs,  of  a  ^min 
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mittoe  to  attend  to  the  a£tual  drawing  up  of  the  bill>  which  Teemed  to 
he  required  in  the  prcfent  inftance.  It  would  be  beft  to  bring  in  a 
new  bill,  and  not  to  wafte  the  time  of  a  Committee  in  attending  to 
fuch  a  nonfcnfical  farrago  as  die  prcfent  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be. 
He  (hould  therefore  give  his  vote  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fccond  time 
this  day  fix  months. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  the  prefcnt  queftioa 
was  a  very  (hort  one ;  was  there  any  neceflity  for  farther  enforcement 
rf  the  proper  obfcrvancc  of  the  Lord's  Day,  or  was  there  not  ? 
For  his  own  part  he  thought  there  was,  and  though  he  by  no  means 
approved  of  the  bill  under  confideration  as  it  now  ftood,  nor  thought 
it  advifeable  to  fubjedt  perfons  to  the  penalties  contained  in  this  bill, 
he  was  ftill  for  letting  it  go  into  a  Committee,  where  it  would  at 
Icafl  have  a  full  and  fair  hearing. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  was  againft  the  bill  being  read  a 
iecond  time.  He  faw  no  reafon  for  any  farther  provifions  to  en- 
force the  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  than  thofe  which  the  law 
had  already  provided.  He  faw,  on  the  contrary,  much  mifchief 
in  paffing  fuch  a  bill  as  the  prcfent  into  a  law.  It  would  tend 
greatly  to  revive  thofe  religious  diftindtions  wliich  had  given  great 
Qnea(ine(s  to  the  people  in  former  times.  It  would  alfo  give  en- 
couragement  to  a  more  extenfive  exertion  of  the  infamous  talents  of 
a  fet  of  men  who  had  given  much  alarm  and  vexation  to  the  peo- 
ple in  modem  times :  he  meant  fpies  and  informers.  Thefe  i^efts 
to  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  focial  life,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
community  at  lai^e,  would  be  let  loofe  upon  the  public  by  fuch  an 
aft,  if  one  pafled,  like  beafts  of  prey,  and  would  harafs  and  ter- 
rify the  people,  from  the  wide  fcopc  which  would  thereby  be  af- 
ferded  to  them  for  the  abominable  exercife  of  private  pique  and 
peiibnal  malevolence.  He  though  the  middle  claffcs  of  people 
had  as  much  right  to  ufe  their  waggons,  which  were  neceffary,  as 
thofe  of  a  higher  rank  had  to  roll  about  in  their  coaches.  In 
fliort,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  tlic  obfervance  of  the  Lord  s  day 
was  in  general  well  kept  in  this  country,  and  that  where  it  was  not 
fi>  in  any  particular  inftances,  the  laws  already  in  being  were  fully 
adequate  to  enforce  that  which  was  proper  and  neceffary. 

Crfonel  CAWTHORNE  was  againft  the  bill  going  to  a  Com- 
mittee. He  faid  there  were  very  numerous  bodies  of  men  in  thif 
countiy  who  were  obliged  to  work  on  a  Sunday,  .and  muft  ftill  con- 
tiaiie  to  work  on  that  day.  He  inftaiked  the  glafshoufes,  collieries, 
4c.  where  the  fires  muft  be  kept  in,  or  the  works  would  be  at  a 
fland^  Were  diefe  men  to  be  fubje£ted  tb  fines  and  imprifonment 
far  what  cocdd  not  be  avoided  ?  He  hoped  not.    He  had  aited  asar 
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Magiftratc  for  many  years  in  a  laigc  county^  and  a  very  cxtenfive 
diftrid,  and  he  had  always  found'  that  the  laws  already  in  foiw 
were  fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe  of  commanding  a  proper  and  de- 
cent obfcrvance  of  the  Lord's  Day.  He  would  therefore  vote 
againft  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bill. 

SirW.  DOLBEN  contended,  that,  notwithftanding  all  that 
had  paiTed,  he  had  heard  no  argument  which  went  againfl  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  go  to  a  Committee-  He 
liaid,  having  been  alluded  to  by  name  in  a  thing  called  a  prophecy, 
he  fliould  only  obferve  thereon,  that,  as  to  coupling  his  name  with 
that  of  Hill,  he  muft  fay,  he  did  not  wifli  to  be  placed  in  more  re- 
fpe£btble  company :  as  to  the  fa&,  however,  of  his  name  having 
ever  been  in  fuch  prophecy,  he  believed,  he  was  in  the  fame  pre- 
dicament as  a  gentleman  fomc  years  ago  had  put  the  celebrated 
Milton.  This  gentleman  had  chofen  to  write  an  elaborate  Effay, 
to  prove  that  Milton  was  a  plagiarift,  and  for  that  purpofe  quoted 
fcveral  paffages  of  Milton,  which  he  faid  were  taken  from  other 
authors.  However,  on  this  EflTay  being  attentively  inveftigatcd  it 
was  found  that  all  thofc  paffages  were  the  author's  own  making. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  the  honourable 
Bart,  had  given  him  greater  credit  than  he  deferved,  in  attributing 
#hat  he  had  read  to  be  his  own  making ;  if  the  honourable  Bart, 
had  any  doubt  upon  the  fubjedl,  he  would  tell  him  the  very  book 
from  which  he  took  it,  which  was  "  Drunken  Bamaby's  Travels." 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  was  clearly  of  opinion  the  bill  fhould  be 
fuffered  to  go  into  a  Committee.  He  faid,  much  ridicule  had  been 
endeavoured  to  be  introduced  on  the  occafion,  but  that  to  him  fig- 
nified  nothing.  He  fhould  not  wonder  to  hear  any  one  ridiculed 
now-a-days  for  barely  mentioning  the  Bible.  Still  he  would  con- 
tend, that  a  more  ftrift  obfervance  of  the  Lord  «  Day  was  ncceflary, 
and  he  thought  the  laws  now  in  force  were  not  fufficient  for  that  pur- 
pofe. Something  (hould,  therefore,  be  done  to  amend  and  give 
them  additional  effedt.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc  firft 
in  the  debate,  (Mr.  M^  A.  Taylor)  had  affured  the  Houfe  that  he 
was  very  pun6tual  in  his  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  Day.  He  hoped 
he  was — ^he  did  not  difpute  it,  for  "  Michael  and  the  Arch  Angel 
were  always  leagued  againft  Satan."  He,  therefore,  hoped  ht 
would  withdraw  his  prefent  oppofition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  MARTIN  profeffcd,  that  from  the  parts  of  the  biU  he  had 
attended  to,  he  did  not  think  he  fliouId  vote  for  the  paffing  of  the 
bill ;  neverthelefs,  in  point  of  juftice,  and  that  it  might  not  be  loft 
Without  a  fair  hearing,  he  Ciould  vote  for  its  being  committed. 
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The  qucflion  being  loudly  called  for,  a  divifion-look  place  ; 
For  going  into  a  Committee^  25  ;  Againfi  it,  21  •    Majority,  4. 

.   Friday^  2jth  March. 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply,  His  Majeily's  meiTage  \^as  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  t  rcfplution,  that  a  vote  of  cre- 
dit of  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  granted  to 
His  Majefly,  to  defray  the  extraordinaiy  expence  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1795.    Agreed  to. 

The  Houfc  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
on  Monday, 

The  Houfc  refolTcd  itfcif  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  granting 
an  additional  duty  on  ftamps. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  and  Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON 
objcdcd  to  the  cbufe,  increafing  the  number  of  ftamps,  as  likely 
to  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  their  conftituents,  in  the 
tranfaction  of  bufincfs  :  they  at  the  fame  time  exprcffed  their  wil- 
lii^efe  to  contribute  chearfully  to  any  burdens  which  it  might  be 
neceflary  to  impofe  for  the  public  fcrvicc. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  though  he  regretted  any 
difficulty  which  the  regulation  migh(  occafion,  yet  it  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  equitable  that  the  price  of  the  (tamp  ihould  increafe  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fum ;  and  though  adding  to  the  number  of  fhmps 
might  be  attended  with  fome  inconvenience,  he  thought  that  as  it 
formed  a  fair  fource  of  revenue,  it  ought  to  be  fubmitted  to  in  the 
preTent  infhnce. 

The  bill  went  through  the  Committee^  and  was  ordered  to  be 
reported. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  attended  in 
Ae  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  Royal  affent  had  been  given,  by, 
commiflion,  to  the  z&s  for  raidng  fums  by  loans  and  Exchequer 
bills,  and  to  the  different  Tax  bills. 

Monday f  30/A  March ^ 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Hair-powder  bill, 

Mr.  DENT  fuggeftcd  the  propriety  of  3  claufe  to  exempt  hair- 
diefiers  themfelves  from  the  necefTity  of  taxing  out  licences,  as 
&cir  trade  would  make  them  appear  to  be  powdered.  He  faid  he 
was  happy  to  find  there  was  no  dread  of  a  fcarcity  of  grain  ;  but 
ffifi  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  diftilleiy,  to  prevent  the  dan* 
^  of  a  feirdty.  • 

The  bin  was  read  a  th»rd  time. 

Idr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed  a  claufe,  by  way  of  nder,  to 
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exempt  Proteihnt  and  Catholic  DifTenting  Minifters,  whole  annual 
ftipends  were  not  i  ool.,  from  the  licence. 

General  SMITH  faid,  it  was  very  hard  not  to  exempt  officers 
on  half  pay,  whofe  incomes  were  not  more  than  30  or  40I.  a  year, 
when  clergymen  of  lool.  a  year  were  exempted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  all  exemptions  ought  to  be 
founded  on  a  principle.  Clergymen  under  lool.  a  year  were  ob- 
liged, by  the  nature  of  their  duties,  to  wear  powder.  Officers  on 
half  pay,  however  meritorious,  and  however  much  entitled  to  at- 
tention, were  not  under  the  fame  obligation.  Their  wearing  it 
was  voluntary,  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  relieved  from  this 
more  than  from  any  other  tax. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  pleaded  ardently  for  the  exemption  of 
half-pay.  officers.  They  were  not  now  like  common  citizens  ;  they 
were  fubjcft  to  martial  law  ;  they  were  liable  to  be  called  out  in  a 
minute  ;  and  were  obliged  to  prefcrve  an  appearance  equal  to  the 
rank  they  held.  An  Enfign  had  only  27I.  a  year;  a  Lieutenant 
but  36  or  3yl.  It  would  be  therefore  a  generous  attention  to  this 
defcrving  body  of  men,  to  relieve  them,  and  it  would  be  honour- 
able in  the  Miriiftcr  and  the  Houfe  to  dp  it. 

^r.  Pitt's  claufe  was  accepted,  and  the  bill  was  paffed. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  rofc  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  protc<5\  Merchants  and  Bankers  againft  the  depredations 
of  their  clerks.  Commerce,  which  was  the  fupport  of  the  rution, 
defervcd  In  its  turn  every  protcdlion  from  the  laws.  Merchants  and 
Bankers  were  obliged  to  put  very  large  truft  in  their  clerks,  much 
beyond  the  fccurity  they  had  for  their  good  behaviour.  By  the  ex- 
ifting  laws,  a  robbery  by  fuch  clerks  was  only  a  breach  of  truft, 
and  could  only  be  profecuted  as  a  debt,  whereas  a  perfon  robbing 
another  to  the  amount  of  forty  (hillings  was  a  felony.  It  was  well 
known  to  gentlemen  what  cxtenfive  robberies  of  this  kind  had  been 
lately  committed,  and  he  was  confident  that  he  needed  not,  in  this 
ftage,  to  argue  on  the  neccffity  of  the  bill  he  propofcd.  It  was  his 
intention  to  fuggeft  that  this  oficnce  ftiould  be  made  a  felony,  and 
the  punifliment  be  tranfportation.  He  concluded  with  nnoving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  more  efFedlually  to  proteS  Merchants  and 
Bankers  from  the  depredations  of  their  clerks. 
•  Mr.  M.  A:  TAYLOR  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  objeft  to  the 
motion,  but  to  declare  his  indifpofition  to  all  extenfion  of  our  penal 
laws.  He  thought  the  prefent  laws  amply  fufficient.  He  fhould 
watch  the  bill  carefully.  All  fuch  bills  ihould  originate  in  thq 
other  Houfe. 

Mjr,  PENT  was  of  opinion  that  a  great  caufe  of  the  evil  W5»| 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


A.i79$- 


DEBATES. 


XS7 


Ihfi  Iowne&  of  the  feltrics  given  to  clerks.  A  young  man  in  great 
truft,  with  only  30I.  or  40I.  a  year  of  falary,  was  cxpofed  to  temp- 
tations too  great.    At  the  fame  time  the  merchant  ought  to  be  pro- 


Mr.  HUSSEY  faw  no  neceffity  for  the  propofcd  bilL  No  ncr 
ceffity  had  been  made  out ;  and  he  owned  he  was  againft  the  making 
of  new  felonies  without  fufficicnt  caufe. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  the  neceffity,  in  his  mind, 
was  obvious*  A  merchant,  if  robbed  of  io,oook  by  his  deA, 
oould  only  profecute  him  for  the  debt ;  if  robbed  of  forty  (hillings 
by  a  ftranger,  he  could  profecute  him  criminally  for  the  felony.  It 
was  to  make  fome  proportion  between  the  offence  and  the  puniih- 
mcnt  that  he  moved  for  the  bill.  The  Judges  and  the  Crown  offi- 
cers would  be  confulted  on  it. 

Leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  as  the  provifions  of  the  bill 
for  the  better  obfcrvance  of  Sunday,  were  defefiive  in  the  opinion 
of  the  law  officers  and  other  gentlemen,  who  yet  approved  of  the 
principle,  he  wi(hed  to  poftpone  going  into  a  ComiKttee  on  it  till 
after  the  holidays.  It  flood  for  to-morrow :  he  therefore  moved  to 
dilchaige  the  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  the  principle  of  the  bill  vm 
fo  objeiElionable,  that  he  wiflied  it  to  be  laid  afide  altogether.  It 
was  oppreffivc  to  the  poor,  and  he  did  not  like  to  fee  it  adjourned 
to  the  end  of  the  feffion,  when  it  might  pafs  through  the  thinnefs  of 
attendance. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  it  was  only  intended  to  adjourn  it  to 


The  order  for  to-morrow  was  difcharged,  and  Mr.  Wilberfoicc 
looved,  **  That  it  go  into  a  Committee  on  Monday  fe'nnight." 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  moved  an  amendment,  for  Monday 
fe'nnight,  to  infcrt  the  words  "  Monday  fix  months."  The  reaibn 
was,  that  the  bill  was  defcflive  in  its  principle.  It  profeffed  to  be 
a  bill  to  cna<a  that  the  Sabbath  be  more  ftridHy  cbferved,  on  th« 
provifions  of  the  aft  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  yet  it  enafled  new 
and  fevcrer  means.  By  the  a£l  of  Charles  II.,  hiring  a  beat  or 
wherry  on  Sunday,  was  fubjeft  to  a  penalty  of  five  (hillings  ;  but 
hae  it  ivas  to  be  made  a  mifdemeanor,  and  fubjedl  to  fine  and  im- 
pnlbnnient.  It  was  a  bill  of  grofs  opprcffion  on  the  poor  and  mid- 
dling clafifes,  and,  as  he  had  faid  before,  he  fliould  oppofe  it  in 
every  ftage. 


Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  and  Mr.  Alderman  NEWN- 
HAM  fupportcd  the  amendment  on  the  fame  ground,  aAdfiudit 


teaed. 


Monday  fe'nnight. 
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was  calculatea  fo  deprive  the  poor  of  their  innocent  recreations  on  ' 
<hc  only  day  which  necclTrty,  as  well  as  rehgidn,  afforded  them  for 
ftft- 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  never  thought  that  the  intereffe  6f 
•tcligion  could  be  fervcd  by  fine  and  imprifonment,  but  he  wiflied 
'lb  fee  the  bill  go  into  a  Committee,  that  its  authors  might  explain 
their  ideas,  which  had  been  feverely  attacked. 

Mr.  COURTENAV  attadted  the  bill  with  the  force  of  ridicule. 
It  contmdifted  the  bill  of  Charles  11.  in  cvciy  claufe.  It  was  a 
d^unciation  againft  the  crying  of  milk  and  mackarel ;  and  while 
•  tile  licentious  meetings  of  the  rich  and  great  were  to  be  paded  over, 
k  pdpr  man  was  to  be  midc  Aabje6l  to  fine  and  imprifonment  far 
cfofling  the  river  in  a  wheny.  Laft  year,  puddings  and  pies  were 
to  be  baked  by  canonical  hours,  and  morality  was  to  depend  on  the 
time  of  the  day.  It  was  not  by  fuch  fooleries  tliat  Parliament  could 
enforce  the  obfcrvance  of  the  fabbath. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  the  bill  would  continue  all  the 
fBXempdons  of  the  atSt  of  Charles  IL  The  prcfent  was  not  the 
time  for  difcufiing  the  principle  or  provifions  of  the  bill.  It  was 
obvious  to  all  men,  that  new  abufcs  of  the  Sabbath,  unknown 
twenty  years  ago,  were  now  in  praQice,  and  ought  to  be  checked. 
Sunday  had  heretofore  been  protedlcd  by  cuftom  ;  but  opulence  had 
tnade  us  relax  from  the  cuflom,  and  in  no  Chridian  country  was 
the  Sabbath  fo  littlq  obferved  as  in  England. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  amendment  was  not  perfcdljr 
fair,  as  the  prefent  was  not  a  ftagc  of  the  bill.  It  was  taking  the 
llbufe  by  furprife. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  dcfired  to  corrcft  the  right  honourable 
•gehileman.  This  was  not  a  difcuffion  of  his  feeking.  He  had 
announced  his  dcfign  of  khmg  on  every  occafion  to  oppofc  a  bill 
which  he  thought  i  fcandalous  attack  on  the  innocent  recreations  of 
tile  poor,  and  which  could  not  be  too  fodn  ^ut  an  end  to  by  that 
Houfe. 

M^.  GREY  agreed  witfi  Mr.  Taylor  in  this  opinion.  It  was 
called  for  by  no  ncceffity :  they  had  brought  forward  no  proofs  that 
the  Sunday  was  not  v^ell  obferved.  The  only  place  it  was  vio- 
lated—die  routes  and  gaming  aflcmbliei  of  the  rich,  were  not 
ibtichecf  by  die  bill ;  it  levelled  all  its  fcverity  agalnft  the  innocent 
amufertents  of  the  pbor. 

Mr.  RYDER  jmd  Mr.  SMITH  were  both  for  if,  as  likdy  f» 
protect  the  poor. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  it  was  meant  merely 
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to  enfeice  the  r^ulations  of  the  a<St  of  Charles  11.,  not  to  ma&e  one 
new  providon. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment,  and  there  appeared  (or 
die  vords  **  Monday  fe'nnight"  ftahding. 

Ayes,  43;  Noes,  37-  *  . 
General  TARLETON  moved,  «  That  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet 
do  attend  the  Houfe  on  Friday  fe'pnight,  to  declare  why  he  is  inca* 
pcitated  from  difcharging  the  funiSUons  of  a  Reprefentative  of  die 
People.  Ordered. 
I    The  London  Militia  bill  was  read  a  third  time* 
i    Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  objcft  to  the 
Un,  as  it  infringed  the  chartered  rights  and  military  pxivikges  of 
tbe  city  of  London.    He  contrafted  the  fcandalous  predintancy 
vith  which  the  bill  was  paflbd  laft  feflion,  With  the  tardincis  of  the 
I  piQceedings  fince  that  time.    The  honourable  mover  of  the  biU 
I  had  laft  year  declared  the  raifmg  of  thq  two  regiments  to  be  abib- 
I  lutdy  necedary  for  the  prote6Hon  and  fafcty  of  tbc  city ;  and  he 
I  M  urged  the  wesSnrt  to  be  fo  immediately  requifite,  that  it  con« 
I  vcfcd  to  men's  minds  a  coniiderable  degree  of  alarm  for  the  peace 
j  ind  fecurity  of  thq  metippojis.    But  it  now  appeared  tfiat  he  viewed 
I  the  fubjefl  in  a  very  different  light ;  from  the  month  of  Auguft  laft, . 
the  time  in  which  the  appeals  were  made,  three  months  had  dapfed 
b^we  it  was  determined  whether  *ny  amendments  (hould  be  made 
to  Ac  bill ;  the  Conmiittee  had  been  three  months  more  in  making 
thdr  report,  and  now  three  months  in  addition  had  been  loft  during 
the  fitting  of  Parliament,  and  all  this  time  the  city  had  been  with- 
<«3tdd)cr  its  new  or  its  old  militia.    It  had  been  boafted  laft.fcf- 
fioo,  thaf  the  bill  would  not  afFeft  the  poor,  as  houfeliolders  rated* 
^15!.  or  upwards  were  alone  afFefted  by  it ;  but  this  laudable  cir-« 
cumftance  was  now  danc  away,  as  the  v^ard-  rate  was  extended  to 
^voy  houfeholdcr  whatever,  and  even  women,  the  laipe  and  the 
Mii^dj  wcrc  affe^ed  by  it.  .  Nay,  fo  far  from  favouring  the  poor,  as 
kad  beenaffertcd,  the  amendments  fecmed  to  be  particularly  levelled 
;  ^pwft  (he  poor ;  for  by  one  of  the  claufe,  the  rich,  who  might  be 
I  ^din  aol.  or  upwards,  might  dilpute  the  matter  in  Weftminfter 
Hall  \  while  the  poor,  who  xjiight  be  fined  in  fums  below  diat,  were 
be  judged  in  a  more  fumn^ary  way,  witliout  tlie  benefit  of  a  trial 
'^jury.    He  faid  there  were  fevcral  fuch  inferior  points  as  thcfe 
^hid  dcfcrved  attention  ;  but  the  principal  fubjecS  which  he  wifhed 
ttjp  was,  the  prefervation  of  the  military  rights  of  the  city,  and 
^  hoped  the  Houfe  would  be  cautious  how  they  infringed  them. 
I     Thf  City  df  L<Hidon  has  from  time  immemorial  poffeffed  the 
I  fomi()^u^og  ^d  keeping  at  home  its  own  militia. 
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t7th  of  Charles  II.  that  Monarch  confirmed  all  the  charters  of  the 
City  of  London.    In  doing  fo,  every  charter  from-  the  carlicft  time 
was  recited  and  renewed.    The  charter  begins,  "  Charles  II.  by 
the  grace  of  God,  &c."  and  goes  on,  "  we  have  fcen  the  charter 
of  William  I."  it  then  recites  every  charter  verbatim,  beginnings 
cadi  with  "  we  have  feen,"  and  concludes  with  confirming  the 
whole.    The  diarters  of  Henry  I.  Henry  II.  Richard  I.  King 
John,  and  Henry  III.  all  contain  thefe  words,  "  None  of  the  Ci- 
tizens of  London  ftiall  wage  battle,"  which  was  nothing  clfe  than 
an  exemption  from  being  compelled  to  go  to  war;    Exjward  II. 
being  in  want  of  men  to  reduce  the  Caftle  of  Leed  in  Kent,  applied 
to.  the  Londoners,  who  expreffed  their  difpofition  to  march  out, 
andfervehim,  if  it  were  not|  that  doing  fo  was  againft  their  charter, 
and  might  not  only  be  conftrued  to  their  prejudice  in  future,  but 
luch  an  innovation  might  endanger  their  whole  ftanchifes  ;  where- 
upon he  granted  them  letters  of  indemnity,  which  are  recited  and 
canfirmed  by  Charles  II.    This  right  is  (Hll  farther  and  more  ex- 
plicitly confirmed  by  the  charter  of  the  ift  of  Edward  III.  which 
contains  thefe  words,  "  And  that  the  faid  citizens  from  henceforth 
flwdl  not  be  compelled  to  go  or  fend  to  war  out  of  the  faid  city." 
This  was  alfo  recited  and  renewed  by  Charfes  II.  and  thus  we  find 
that  two  years  pofterior  to  pafling  the  a£l  which  the  new  bill  is  faid 
to  "  amend,"  the  fovcrcignty  of  the  city  over  its  own  militia  was 
fully  confirmed.  About  twenty  years  afterwards  indeed,  Charles  11. 
ilTued  a  writ  of  quo  warranto^  and  feizcd  all  the  charters  of  London, 
but  an  a6l  of  Parliament  was  paifed  in  the  fecond  of  William  and 
Mary,  annulling  every  thing  done  at  that  time,  and  renewing  and 
confirming  the  chartered  rights  of  the  City,  fo  that  the  privilege  of 
the  citizens  in  not  being  compelled  to  go  or  fend  to  war  out  of  die 
laid  city,  is  not  only  acknowledged  by  the  charters  of  many  Mo- 
narchs,  but  has  alfo  been  eftabliflied  by  an  a£l  of  the  Legiflature. 
If  the  proceedings  in  1695  and  in  1745,  are  examined,  it  will 
alfo  be  found  that  the  Government  admitted  this  right :  for  they 
only     recommended"  to  the  corporation  to  draw  out  the  militia. 
Thefe  fkfts,  he  thought,  proved  that  the  city  always  poffcffed  the 
power  of  retaining  its  own  military  force  at  home  for  its  own  pn>- 
tedlion^  and  he  was  certain  that  no  nun  could  produce  an  inibuioe 
wherein  the  King  had  commanded  their  fervices  by  proclamation, 
as  he  ufually  commands  the  othc^  militia  raiments ;  that  is,  con* 
.  trary  to  Jhe  wifti,  or  without  confulting  the  wifhes  of  the  citizens  or 
corporation.    Some  gentlemen,  however,  had  an  idea  that  the  a<S 
of  the  13th  and  14th  of  Charles  II.  deftroyed  this  privilege,  and 
he  believed  they  built  this  opinion  cliieBy  on  the  preamble^ 
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recites,  that widun  all  His  Majefly's  realms  and  dombions,  the 
iole  and  fupreme  power,  Govenunent,  and  cOoinMind  of  the  militia, 
and  cyf  all  forces  by  fca  and  land,  is>  and  ever  was,  the  undoubted 
r^t  of  His  Majdiy  and  his  Royal  Prcdeceflbrs ;  and  that  Parlia- 
ment cannot  and  ought  not  to  pretend  to  the  fame,  nor  tran  levy 
war  ag^nft  His  Majefty,  Set"    Tliis,  he  argued,  gave  the  King 
fupreme  authority  over  the  London  militia,  when  it  was  to  move 
out  of  ;the  city,  €nr  was  to  go  into  a£hial  z€dafiy  but  he  denied  its 
g^vii^  the  power  of  calling  the  militia  out  of  the  city,  ioontraty  to 
the  wiih  of  the  citizens.    It  was  a  cafe  exadUy  analogous  to  tlie 
gODeral  militia  of  the  country.    The  King  certainly  poflfeiTed  the 
fupreme  command  over  them,  and  yet  by  a<5l  of  Parliament  he 
could  not  fend  them  out  of  the  kingdom ;  fo  with  the  London  Mi- 
litia, the  charters  of  the  dty,  and  the  aA  of  2d  of  William  and  ' 
Mary,  confirming  thofe  charters,  exprefsly  faid,  that  the  citizens  ' 
flioiild  not  be  compelled  to  go  or  fend  to  war  out  of.  the  Cuid  ci^. 
Indeed  the  preamble  to  the  acbof  the  1 3th  of  Charles  II.  was  ren- 
dered ni^tory,  fo  far  as  it  might  be  fuppofed  to  relate  to  London, 
bf  thedrcumftance  of  that  Monarch  having  confirmed  and  renewed 
all  the  charters  of  the  dty,  among  which  the  right  in  quefllon  was 
aflerted,  two  years  after  the  paffing  ef  that  z&f  namely,  in  the  1 5th 
year  of  his  rrign.  Mr.  Sheridan  (aid  he  had  no  objedion  to  the  two 
regiments  being  railed  for  the  defence  of  the  City,  but  he  begged 
tb^  might  not  be  coniidered  as  abolifhing  the  ancient  militia.  In- 
deed it  w«uld  be  ridiculous  to  call  them  the  City  Militia,  as  they 
wa&  be  compofed  of  mercenaiy  recruits,  ftrangers  to  the  intereils  of 
the  ddzens*    He  therefore  moved  an  amendment,  which  would 
have  rcftorcd  the  andeot  militia  to  its  former  Aate,  if  at  any  time  of 
cmetgency  it  ihould  be  wanted,  without  putting  the  City  to  any 
addidonal  expence. 

Mn  LUSHINGTON  dianked  the  honourable  gentleman  for 
die  zeal  and  regard  whidi  he  (hewed  for  the  City  of  London :  he 
had  equal  zeal ;  but  hecould  not  fee  that  there  was  any  lofs  gf  ho- 
nour in  parting  with  the  old,  Gothic  efhblifhment  of  trained  bands, 
whidi  from  want  of  difcipline  could  never  be  of  u(b,  to  an  efFe£Hve 
body  of  troops  fucfa  as  the  new  regiments  would  be.  The  Magif- 
tratcs  of  die  City  were  not  ambitious  of  military  trufts ;  while  ihey 
were  cBfidmgMig  their  duty  as  Magiftrates,  they  knew  that  Ihe  mi- 
Ijtaiy  defence  of  the  City  oodd  be  better  cntmfied  to  miliury  men ; 
Atf  wcK  ficnfiUe  alio  that  it  was  a  more  perfect  defence  for  the  City 
fo  have  a  military  force  diat  was  capable  of  bdng  fent  to  meet  the 
daqgev  wlierevcr  it  might  preferit  itfelf,  than  to  be  kept  ftadonary 
wOsin  the  precinas  of  the  City.  The  bill  had  ^)ccn  vq 
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ately  weighed  and  confidered,  not  only  by  the  Comnnon  Council, 
but  alfo  in  the  different  wards  ;  the  Gty  of  London  had  (hewn,  that 
they  were  moft  zealoufly  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Conftitutton 
,  under  which  they  lived,  and  they  would  be  happy,  he  was  furc,  of 
^  inarching  to  any  part  of  the  country  which  might  be  threatened  by 
the  eneixiy,  fenfible  that  London  itfelf  could  only  be  fafe  in  the  ge- 
neral fafety  of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  their  military  affociations  were 
truly  honourable  to  their  fpirit  and  their  patriotifm,  and  furely  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  not  defirc  diat  the  population  of  the 
^City  of  London  (hould  not 'contribute  its  proportion  to  the  general 


Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  contended,  that  His  Majefty  had 
the  power  of  fending  the  train  bands  out  of  London,  in  cafes  of  in* 
va(k>n  and  infurredion.  Of  thoTe  train  bands,  and  of  their  difci- 
pCne,  he  had  no  very  high  idea.  The  new  corps  would  be  infinitely 
more  effedive ;  thefc  corps  mud  always  be  officered  by  freemen  ^  he 
had  the  honour,  to  be  appointed  an  officer  of  one  of  them. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  in  reply,  congratulated  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don on  die  valuable  acquifition  of  their  new  reprefentative,  who  be- 
gan his  career  in  that  Houfe  by  an  attack  on  their  chartered  rights. 
He  had  faid,  the  corporation  confined  of  excellent  civil  MagiftrateSf 
who  were  wholly  unBt  for  military  duty ;  and  yet,  the  worftiipful 
Lieutenant  Colonel  bad  told  the  Houfe,  Chat  all  the  field  officers 
were  chofcn  out  of  the  corporation.    The  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Luftiington)  had  obferved,  the  old  military  privileges  of  Lon- 
don had  been  fbolifhly  maintained,  as  one  of  the  Gothic  prejudices 
of  our  ancefiors.    True ;  it  might  be  fo.   Our  anceftors  had  mai^ 
fuch  Gothic  prejudices.    They  had  a  Gothic  prejudice  againft  a 
flanding  army ;  they  had  a  Gothic  prejudice  againft  the  eredion  of 
barracks,  they  had  a  Gothic  notion  of  governing  the  City  by  the 
Civil  Power,  without  the  affiftancc  of  the  military,  and  in  (hort  they 
had  fo  many  Gothic  notions  about  freedom  and  independence^  that 
he  had  no  (k)ubt  their  memory  was  odious  to  the  men  of  the  prefenfi 
day.  But  he  mud  own  himfeif  alhamed  and  indignant  to  hear  this 
new  city  dodrine,  whidi  he  muft  fuppofe  to  be  the  iaft  and  neweit 
of  the  principles  of  the  City,  as  it  was  avowed  and  promulgated  by 
the  neweft  Member,  juft  frefh  ih  his  feat,  that  the  objed  and  pur- 
pofe  of  any  military  force  could  be  the  internal  peace  of  the  City ; 
for  there  had  been  a  time  when  there  exified  a  Gothic  notion  that 
ibis  might  be  preferved  by  the  Civil  Power ;  and  even  in  lefs  Go- 
thic dmes,  a  Beckford  had  proved  the  fs£t^    Nay,  in  tfaif  nevr 
and  ungothic  age,  the  prcfent  wordiy  Chief  Magiftrate  had  preferved 
the  peace  (in  dmes  faid  to  be  dangerous)  by  the  Civil  Power  akm«# 
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ibr  neither  old  trained  bands,  nor  new  milltiai  exifted  to  aflUft  hhn. 
Thde  new  Anti-gothic  notions  he  dreaded,  for  while  the  militaiy 
M^ftnite(Hewnham)  was  preparing  to  cover  Blackheath,  he  would 
not  now  be  furprifed  if  the  new  Member  (Lulhington)  in  his  zeal 
agadnft  Gothic  prejudices  were  to  move  for  the  ereAion  of  barracks 
around  the  Rc^l  Exchai^.   The  whole  meafiire  he  confidered  as 
a  jug^e  between  the  craft  of  defpotifm  and  the  laxlnefs  of  commercial 
liKurj,  affifted  by  the  vanity  and  corruption  of  individuals ;  and  the 
itfuh  wasy  in  hA,  the  furrender  of  a  great  and  proud  diftindtion, 
whidi  had  been  preferved  with  the  greateft  jealoufy  for  many  ages  ; 
accompanied  with  a  mean  acknowledgment,  that  the  City  of  Loo- 
don  was  no  longer  capable,  without  military  aid,  of  prefcrving  its 
own  internal  peace,  much  lefs  of  difputing  the  encroachments  pf 
power,  (hould  fuch  a  crifis  arrive.    Although  convinced  that  this 
was  one  of  the  worft  fymptoms  of  the  degraded  and  depraved  fpirit 
of  the  country  which  he  had  yet  perceived,  he  denied  that  the  mea- 
fiire was  agreeable  to  all  the  refpedtable  citizens,  as  had  been  aflerted 
bjrMr.  Liifhington,  for  he  knew  himfelf  that  a  very  rcfpcdlable  body 
of  men  oontinued  firm  in  their  oppolition  to  the  whole  of  the  plan ; 
he  however  feared  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens  were  duped  and  de* 
kded  into  an  indifference  about  it.    Believing  that  his  oppofition 
would  be  ineffedhial,  he  would  not  prefs  the  matter  to  a  divilion. 
He  had  fatisfied  his  own  mind  in  dating  his  opinion,  and  a  more 
decided  one  he  never  had  formed  on  any  fubjeA.    His  amendment 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  paiTed. 

Mr.  HALHED  gave  notice  that  he  (bouM  to-morrow  bring  for- 
lanl  a  motion  refpedipg  Richard  Brothers. 

Tt^Jdajy  lift  March. 

General  TARLETON  moved,  that  there  (hould  be  laid  upon 
Ae  table  a  copy  of  a  notice  to  the  Poft-mafter  General,  appointing 
John  Hammet,  Efq.  to  fiank,  inftead  of  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet.^ 
Ordered. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  brought  up  a  petition  from  certain 
inhahitancs  of  the  City  and  County  of  York,  which  he  ftated  to  be 
to  die  fitmc  purport  as  that  which  he  had  formerly  prefented  from 
ftc  corporation  of  York,  praying  for  peace,  whenever  it  could  be 
had  confiflently  with  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  country.  JHe  ex- 
pveffed  his  hopes  that  the  motion  which  had  been  announced  by  his 
honourable  firieild  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  relative  to  the  war,  would  have 
iheeffisfl  of  uniting  all  jsMies.  He  moved  that  the  petition  do  lie 
upon  the  table.— Ordered. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  moved,  that  &c  Sheriffs  in  England  and 
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Wales  be  dircAed  to  tranftnit  to  the  Houfe  returns  of  all  the  per*^ 
fons  confined  in  the  different  jails,  in  confequence  of.  prooeffes  err 
profecutions.by  the  £cde(ia(tical  Courts,  dating  their  particular  o£^ 
fence,  and  the  time  during  which  they  have  been  confined. 

Mr.  H  ALHED. — "  Although  the  motion  I  am  about  to  fubmic 
to  the  Houlc  be  ftridtly  conformable  to  the  tenor  of  the  notice  I  gave 
ycfterday,  yet  I  muft  beg  explicitly  to  be  underftood  aa  having  no— 
'  thing  to  fay  which  can  poflTibly  give  ofience  to  any  gentleman  who 
hears  me,  as  if  di<^ted  by  any  animofity  or.  the.  fpiiit  of  party* 
Much  more  do  I  dcdre  mo(l  pointedly  to  abjure  aU  intention  of 
throwing  out  a  (ingle  hint  againft  the  Executive  Government  of  diiss 
country,  or  any  one  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  compofe  it. 
I  fliould  indeed  think  myfelf  fingularly  happy  If  I  could  by  any  form 
of  words,  contrive  to  difarm  the  prejudice  (if  any  fuch  exift,  which 
I  do  not  know)  againil  me  fo  as  to  obtain  a  fair  and  patient  bearing, 
for  what  I  (hall  have  the  honpur  to  offer — if  it  be  merdy  in  oonfi- 
deration  of  that  uniform  and  refpe(Slful  lilenoe  which  I  have  hitherto 
obferved  ever  fince  I  have  had  a  feat  in  Parliament.   In  the  firft 
place,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  acquit  me  of  all  perfonal  motives  in 
the  part  I  now  take,  or  in  any  in  which  I  have  lately  engaged. 
Indeed  it  is  well  known  that  I  have  made  fomc  facrifioes  both  on  die 
fcore  of  friendfhip  and  of  intcrefV.  Nor  does  it  hitherto  appear  tfiat 
by  my  new  line  of  conduft  I  have  any  where  obtained  an  equivalent. 
At  Icaft  I  think  I  may  be  permitted  loudly  to  aiTcrt,  that  I  have  no 
finiftcr  intention  whatfoevcr.    That  I  have  no  intercourfe  with  any 
man  or  iet  of  men,  public  or  private,  whofe  principles  or  whofe 
actions  have,  as  ht  as  I  can  judge,  tended  to  Ac  detriment  of  my 
country,  or  any  of  my  countrymen ;  and  that  in  feparadng  myf^f 
from  thofe  gentlemen  with  whom  I  had  always  been  ufed  to  aj£t  on 
tbe'  queffion  of  war  and  peace,  I  have  conduced  myfelf  in  a  fair, 
open,  and  confciencious  manner,  ibidly  within  my  duty  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  my  lionour  as  a  gentleman.    Now,  Sir, 
fo  come  more  immediately  to  the  fubjcdl  of  my  intended  motion,  I 
flatter  myfelf  I  (ball  not  be  deemed  to  convey  any  offenlive  meanings 
if  I  exprefs  myfelf  to  have  felt  very  great  furprifet.  whcnt  on  the 
4th  of  this  month,  Richard  Brothers,  wgs  taken  lip^  by  a  warrant 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  I  luive  been  told  by  the  meC- 
fenger  in  whofc  cuftody  he  now  is,  on  fufpfcion  of  Creafonable  prac- 
tices.   I  fay  I  may  well  be  furpriled,  becaufe    who  am  confcious 
that  not  a  thought,  word,  ^r  a^n  of  my  life,  ever  had  -the  re- 
"imoteft  tendency  tovrards  fuch  crimes,  have  been  for  near  two  nnontfas 
back,  in  the  habit  of  feeing  him  very  fiequently,  without  perceiving 
in  him  the  ilighteft  fymptom  that  could  indicate  any  bad  dcfigns ; 
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I  and  becaofe  I  had  latterly  oMemd  dnt  his  houTc^  in  the  ferenooiiy 
imcofifiMcidf  fiUed  by  perfoni  of  quality  and  of  bothfexes> 

and  the  flteet  crowded  with  their  carriages ;  none  of  which  perfons, 
I  apprehend,  wocddhave  once  thought  of  paying  him  a  iingle  viiity 
aach  Ids  of  repealing  it,  if  Aey  could  have  conceived  that  they 
vmfoAeringy  enoomging;  aiding,  and  abetting  a  traitor.  Govern- 
nent,  therefore,  imift  have  fome  peculiar  information  on  the  fubjef^, 
of  which  both  I  and  the  perfons  to  whom  I  allude,  may  be  fuppofed 
ipwam ;  and,  while  I  bow  widi  the  mcA  unfeigned  fubmiflion  to 
it  authority  of  the  State,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  with  fpcaking  of 
Mr.  Bmlhers  in  regard  to  that  which  I  do  know. 

As  a  private  Man,  Mr.  Brothers  is  certainly  a  mod  unexception- 
able  diaiaAer ;  and  I  have  heard  he  was  always  much  rcfpeded  and 
efieemed  in  the  navy.  To  his  affability,  moderation,  and  good 
fade  in  fbciety,  it  u  iropoflible  but  all  thofe  who  have  vifited  him 
mvA  bear  concordant  teffimony. 

But  he  has  written  two  very  extraordinary  books— Aye,  Sir, 
6tm's  the  rub.    The  man  was  veiy  well  kpart  from  his  pen  and 
ink,  but  when  he  mounted  on  die  Pegafus  of  Prophecy,  he  has 
gaUoped  over  aU  our  beads,  at  the  riik,  every  moment,  of  daihing 
oDt  our  brains,  together  with  his  own.  Perhaps,  for  indeed  I  fpeak 
ady  by  oonjefhire,  peihaps,  I  fay,  thefe  books  may  be  the  caufc 
of  his  prtfient  detention.    But  if  ib,  I  may  reafonably  cxprefs  my 
aftoniihment  that  they  ihould  fiill  be  permitted  full  and  free  circu* 
boon,  fo  mudi  fo,  that  I  can  afTure  gentlemen,  from  my  own 
knonrie^ge;  the  fale  of  diem  has  moft  rapidly  and  inconceivably  in- 
ocafed  fincc  the  confinement  of  their  author.  Every  man  muft  feel 
dot  trcafion  flioiild  not  be  permitted  to  difTeminate  itfelf  in  this  man- 
ner, and  dieiefbre  finding  that  noobAade  whatever  has  been  oppofed 
to  the  vent  of  thofe  publications,  I  muft  neceflfarily  doubt,  I  fay, 
whether  or  not  they  are  the  caufe  of  Mr.  Brothers's  imprifonment. 
At  leail,  however,  while  they  are  not  profecutcd,  nor  even  threat- 
ened, I  am  at  liberty,  I  conceive,  to  buy  them,  to  read  tlicm,  and 
to  make  my  own  comments  on  them,  and  to  difperfe  them  in  what- 
ever maimei^  I  chule,  and  all  without  intending,  much  lefs  without 
giving,  any  oSence  to  die  Government  of  this  country. 

Thefe  books.  Sir,  if  I  may  be  fuppofed  fufficiently  compos  miniis 
to  form  any  ju<%ment  on  the  fubjeA,  appear  to  me  to  be  founded 
cn  principle  which  eveiy  one  of  us  acknowledge  and  avow,  namely, 
the  oommon  broad  principle  of  chrif^ianlty,  as  it  is  contained  in  the 
KNe.  Chriflianity,  we  uU  know,  is  fubdivided  into  an  innumer- 
ible  miildpKcity  of  iaSs,  which  difler  from  each  other  in  more  or 
iew  fubordinate  articles.    But  they  muft  all  neceiTarily  admit  the 
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interference^  in  fome  ilupe  or  otber»  of  God  in  die  Govcmroem  od 
the  world,  and  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures^  on  vrbkii  stU 
chridianity  depends.  Now  though  I  do  not  &y  it  is  altbgethcr  ai 
ihadow,  yet  it  certainly  is  not  inadmifltble  in  this  free  Country. 
Where  a  tranllation  of  the  whole  bitde  is  publiflicd  in  the  Vemacu- 
lar  tongue,  by  Royal  authorityi  for  any  man  to  build  upon  thofis 
Scriptures  as  a  theory  of  his  own»  in  conformity  to  that  which  bm 
may  conceive  to  be  their  true  and  recondite  meaning.  Always, 
however,  I  mod  implicitly  allow— in  perfeA  fubmiffion  to  the  laws 
and  police  of  the  country.  .  As  a  matter  moft  in  point,  I  (hall  beg 
leave  to  inflance  the  very  numerous  and  very  difoordant  commentaries 
which  have  been  written  more  in  this  kingdom  than  in  any  other* 
on  the  prophecies  contained  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments.  I 
.  (hall  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  v^ry  Canons  of  the  Anglican  Chutch, 
and  the  authority  of  the  pio]^ecies  themfelves,  is  put  out.  of  all 
doubt.  All  the  diffin'ence  that  can  exift  in  opinion  muft  neceffiuilj 
be  on  the  fcore  of  interpretation. 

One  man  finds  the  whole  of  their  myficrious  and  hidden  alhifions 
to  bear  exclufively  on  Rome,  and  ancdier  on  Turkey.  France  is 
by  fome  deemed  the  grand  theatre  of  their  renunciation ;  by  others, 
perhaps,  Germany  or  Pdand.  But  if  one  folitary  individual  hap* 
pen  to  pinch  on  Great  Britain  as  thedeftined  fpot  for  the  elucidating 
of  thefe  enigmatical  predi<^ions,  furely  it  is  not  unfeafonaUc  that 
he  (hould  requed  cool  and  difpaffionate  inveftigationof  tbegfounds 
of  his  aiTertion  before  you  condemn  him  to  fire  and  faggot.  We 
have  all  heard,  and  thought,  that  perfecution  for  religious  ofHoions 
was  annihilated  in  England,  that  toleration  was  everywhere  making 
a  rapid  progrefs.  This  toleration  is  what  I  now  folicit ;  not  imme- 
diately on  Mr.  Brothers's  account,  but  on  my  own.  I  folicit  it  in 
the  prefent  inftance  for  the  few  minutes  in  which  I  fhall  detain  the 
Houfe,  and  I  fhall  then  folicit  it  for  a  candid  perufal  of  the  papers 
wHich  I  mean  to  make  the  fubjcdl  of  this  day's  motion. 

I  have  heard>  but  I  really  know  it  not  on  any  certain  authority, 
that  Mr.  Brothers's  arreft  proceeds  from  an  expieflfion  in  one  of  the 
very  laft  pages  of  the  laft  edition  of  his  book,  dated  20th  of  Febni« 
ary,  relative  to  the  King.  If  I  may  do  it  without  ofience,  I  will 
venture  to  read  that  paflage,  and  endeavour  to  (hew,  that  it  contains 
no  treafonable  or  inflammatory  matter  whatever.  .  I  have  fdedied 
this  particular  pafTage,  becaufe  I  have  very  good  infi^mation  that 
the  jury  impannelled  to  tiy  him  for  infanity  defired  him  to  read  it, 
and  fay  if  he  avowed  it,  both  of  which  he  did ;  and  really.  Sir, 
any  man  may  do  the  fame,  without  any  colour  of  fufpicion  for  trea- 
fonable pradices.    Here  it  is ;  fee  page  1 1  o..      The  Lord  God 
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*  oommands  me  to  fiiy  to  you,  George  the  Thirdi  King  of  En« 
^  g^bmdj  that  immediately  on  my  being  revealed  in  London  to  the 
^  Hebrews,  as  their  Prince,  <and  to  all  nations  as  their  Governor, 

joiir  Crown  muft  be  delivered  up  to  me,  that  all  your  power  and 

*  authority  may  ccafc,"    Now,  Sir,  it  is  fair  to  fay,  that  if  I 
iiR  to  premife  a  palpable  impoflTibility  to  fuch  a  proportion,  I  might 
BBske  a  fimilar  demand  on  the  King.   I  do  not  mean  that  it  might 
■ot  be  deemed  indecent  or  infulting,  but  we  fee  greater  and  more 
ieaDdakyos  liberties  taken  every  day  with  His  Majefty  in  pamphlets^ 
newfpapers,  print-fliops,  &c.    If,  for  inftancc,  I  were  to  affert. 
Am  OQ  fome  future  day,  I  fhould  afcend  to  the  top  of  St.  Paul's, 
and  from  thence  fly  over  London,  and  in  light  of  all  its  inhabitants, 
to  Wcdminfler  Abbey,  after  which  the  King  muft  feat  me  on  his 
Tluone,  and  kifs  my  great  toe,  moft  people,  I  allow,  would  think 
me  mad ;  but  I  certainly  fhould  not  dream  of  being  apprehended 
fcr  tieaion.    What  has  Mr.  Brothers  faid  ?— He  has  faid,  that  he 
ihall  be  revealed  to  the  people  of  London,  by  a  fign  (imilar  to  that 
of  Mofcs,  namely,  turning  a  common  hazel  ftick  into  a  ferpent, 
and  rdnvefling  it  into  a  rod,  a  fa£t,  full  as  impofliblc  to  all  human 
€oniprehen(ion  as  my  flying  from  St.  Paul's  to  Weftminfter  Abbey; 
and  that  he  ihall  then  be  vifibly  accompanied  by  an  angel,  in  the 
fm  of  fire ;  after  which  the  King  muft  do  fo  and  fo.   The  whole 
'  Ihgcfiire  depends  on  the  previous  performance  of  a  fa£^,  which  cer- 
lanly  no  one  Member  of  Adminiftration  deems  within  the  verge  of 
pofibility.    I  muft  honcftly  confefs,  that  in  this  inftance,  the  very 
€ppofiic  conftrudion  to  that  of  treafonable  Intention,  appears  felf^ 
tvident ;  die  prophet  engages  to  accomplifh  his  part  of  the  miracle 
lirft,  after  which  he  fays,  the  King  will  perform  the  fccond  miracle, 
mmdy,  hand  his  cxown  to  an  obfcure  individual,  who  was  his  own 
fabjed,  and  afhially  his  prifoner.  Had  the  condition  been  rcverfcd, 
Acjdea  of  treafon  would  not  have  been  fo  ill-founded,  and  the  ig- 
noruit^  the  profligate,  or  the  ill-intentioned,  might  have  made  a  . 
handle  of  it,  to  the  detriment  of  the  Monarchy,  if  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  profelytes  had  been  obtained  to  co-operate  in  the  purpofe. 
AB  the  inferen^  I  pretend  to  draw  from  this  circumftance  is  the 
fcibvring ;  if  the  afTerted  miffion  of  this  prophet  be  true,  and  if  he 

deftincd  to  perform  die  miracle  alluded  to,  his  prcfcnt  imprifon- 
■M  will  be  no  obfiacle  at  all.  If  there  be  no  foundation  for  his 
(ndidaons,  I  think  an  innocent  man  is  made  ufelefsly  to  fufFer  for 
a  mental  ddufion,  which  did  not  require  fuch  feverity .  For  without 
Wng  an  enthufiaA,  I  hope  I  may  for  once  apply  a  couple  of  verfes 
fcomdie  bocA  which  we  all  profcfs  to  hold  in  veneration  ;  they  are 
•e  3odi*  and  39di  verfes  of  the  5th  chapter  cf  a<£ls ;  "  For  if  this 
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counfel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought :  but  if  ic 
be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it."  And  here  it  may  not  be  un— 
reafonable  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Brothers  had  afhially  renounced 
feeing  all  indifcriminatc  vifitors  two  days  before  he  was  anrfted  bf 
order  of  Government,  and  to  this  circumftance  he  alludes,  in  one 
of  the  laft  paffages  of  his  book,  fo  that  in  fad  if  he  had  been  guilty* 
of  any  treafonable  praflices  he  had  anticipated  the  intenytions  of  Gt>- 
vernment,  by  voluntary  renunciation  of  Government ;  and  I  pre— 
fume  it  will  hardly  be  (aid  that  four  or  five  unambitious  men,  of 
whom  I  was  one,  having  occalional  admittance  to  pais  an  hour  with 
him  in  a  morning,  could  have  any  ferious  defigns  to  overturn  the 
State,  and  to  dethrone  the  King. 

I^Tow,  Sir,  with  refpecl  to  his  prophecies  in  general,  I  mud  own^ 
that  as  fnx  as  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  aU  thofe  which  he  has 
recorded  in  print  have  either  aif^ually  been  already  folfiUed,  or  re* 
main  in  a  ftate  of  which  it  cannot,  with  zof  propriety,  be  aiTeited 
that  their  completion  is  impoOible.  If  it  be  a  fad,  as  I  mjfelf 
do  not  hefitate  to  declare  my  unqualified  bdief,  that  he  did  write  to 
the  King,  to  you.  Sir,  to  His  Majefty's  MiniAers,  and  others,  iif 
'  >  the  manner,  and  in  the  dates  which  particularifed  many  other  of  his 
predi£lions,  either  they  have  been  fiilfiUed,  or,  if  not,  you  are 
called  upon  to  refute  them ;  but  this  I  roundly  maintain,  and  defy 
any  man  to  prove  the  contrary,  that  out  of  his  prophecies,  as  heib 
publiihed,  not  one  has  hitherto  turned  out  to  be  £sd£e ;  aiui  all  the 
miferable  attempts,  in  miiisrable  pamphlets,  to  (titter  diem  awaqr» 
or  demonftrate  their  failure,  have  ended  in  the  difgnure  of  thdr 
authors. 

During  the  denunciations  yet  unfulfilled,  and  which  I,  in  cocn* 
moh  with  every  other  man,  fincerely  hope  may  never  be  fulfilled, 
are  fome  which  relate  to  this  Parliament,  and  to  the  Houfe  where  I 
am  now  fpeaking.  If  it  be  true.  Sir,  that  I  have  iHU  many  friends 
here,  who  would  kindly  interpoTe  to  fave  me  from  that  preci|Mce  of 
obloquy  and  difgrace,  down  which  they  think  I  am  about  to  rufli  ia 
confequence  of  my  prcfent  motion,  I  liope  they  will  not  detm  it  un- 
pardonable in  me  to  be  guided  by  a  fimilar  fentiment,  and  to  aft 
upon  the  fame  motives  of  pime  j^ilanthropy,  however  erroneouf* 
if  I  may  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  apprehend  their  (landiog  on  the  brink 
of  a  precipice  infinitely  more  alarming,  and  to  &y  the  tiutht  it  it 
my  opinion.  Sir,  I  knew  Mr.  Brodicrs  but  a  very  (hort  time  be* 
fore  I  publithed  a  finall  pamphlet,  which  I  hope  every  gei^lenan 
here  has  received.  I  never  fuw  eitha  of  thefe  books  of  propbedeSf 
or  indeed  heard  of  them  till  the  5tb  of  January  laft,  and  the  tenth 
jof  the  fame  month  was  the  fixft  time  I  cv^^  .^^^^^^^^l^.  I 
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read  his  works,  and  compared  them  with  the  fcriptures,  as  advifed. 
I  declare  upcn  my  honour,  this  is  the  whole  and  entire  ground  of 
the  prcfent  bias  of  my  thoughts,  which  in  one  fenfe  may  certainly 
!  be  called  my  converfion.  I  confefs,  indeed,  that  having  a  good 
deal  of  leifure,  I  took  confiderable  pains  on  the  fubjedt,  and  by  fre- 
quent perufai,  difcovered  a  variety  of  connexions  and  coincidences 
between  the  fcvcral  parts  of  his  works  with  each  ^other,  and  between 
the  whole  and  the  fcriptures,  which  at  firft  fight  had  totally  efcaped 
my  attention.  Is  it  very  unrcafonable  or  indecent  on  my  part  to 
wi{h  that  gcndemcn  would  apply  fome  part  of  the  leifure  of  the  ap- 
proaching rccefs  of  Parliament,  to  a  deliberate  pefufal  of  the  fame 
works  ?  Can  any  detriment  refult  from  it  ?  Is  it  impoffible  that 
God  (hould  once  more  interfere  in  human  af&irs,  as  we  have  the 
recorded  teftimony  of  the  Bible  to  prove  he  did  formerly  ?  This  is 
alllafk. 

Gentlemen  will  undoubtedly  recolle<ft  frequent  and  palpable  inat- 
j  tcntion  both  of  Governments  and  whole  nations  to  difcoveries  of  the 
I  utmoft  importance,  and  which  have  afterwards  given  a  new  turn  ta 
Ac  ailairs  of  mighty  empires ;  to  inftance  only  one  cafe,  by  how 
I  many  crowned  heads  and  powerful  countries  was  Columbus  rcjeQcdp 
when  he  offered  practically  to  demon(brate  the  exigence  of  the 
I  Wcftem  Continent  ?  the  thing  was  deemed  impoffible,  the  very 
ftippoGtion,  perhaps,  was  treated  'by  many  as  impious.  Fadls^ 
however,  have  fince  bore  fufficient  evidence  to  the  folidity  of  hisi 
opinions,  and  left  nothing  but  regret  and  remorfe  to  thofe  who  had 
too  precipitately  dcfpifed  them. 

In  his  fecond  book,  page  23,  in  my  edition,  he  fays,  "  Ho 
was  commancjed  by  the  Lord  God  to  go  the  Houfe  of  Parliament 
on  die  17th  of  May,  1792,  and  acquaint  the  Members,  for  their 
own  perfonai  (afety,  and  general  benefit  of  the  country,  that  the 
doic  of  the  world  was  come  to  fulfil  the  7th  chapter  of  Daniel.** 
And  much  as  I  may  regret,  and  much  as  all  of  us  may  have  oc(;^fion  to 
regret,  that  he  was  at  that  time  difmiffed  (as  he  fays)  with  unfeeling 
contempt  and  incivility  fix)m  our  door,  fince  the  fubfequent  unfortu- 
nate events  which  he  mentions  to  have  been  ordered  to  communicate 
to  us,  that  they  might  have  been  averted,  cannot  now  be  prevented 
9  zedrefTed^  (UU  I  may  liope  that  the  very  coincidence  of  th^ 
cvGDts,  with  hi&  preditHons,  may  have  fome  weight  with  us  not  to 
vy&  him  unheard  for  the  future ;  and  for  this  reafon,  had  he 
am  been  at  libcrtj',  I  fhould  certainly  have  moved  that  he  be  ad- 
VBrnpi  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  there  be  fuffcrcd  to  declare  to 
OS  any  diii^  he  may  liave  it  in  command  from  God  to  fay. 
Bot  chat  I  may  exhibit  that  unfeigned  fubmlflion^  which  I  moft 
Vo^XlI.  Z  1 
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aflurcdly  feel  towards  the  Executive  Government  of  the  country,  1 
beg  leave  now  to  offer,  and  I  moft  earncftly  entreat  to  be  permitted, 
to  lay  on  your  table  a  copy  of  his  works  for  the  ufc  of  fuch  of  the 
Members  as  may  chufe  to  pcrufe  them. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  I  cannot  charge  my  rccollc<5ron  with  any  in- 
ftancc  of  any  printed  papers  having  been  fo  prefcnted  ;  and  therefore 
I  am  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  know  if  a  paper  fo  circumftanccd,  be  ad- 
miflible ;  to  obviate,  therefore,  this  caufe  of  rejeftron,  I  have  taken 
tee  liberty  to  bring  with  me  a  complete  copy  of  Mr.  Brothers's  works, 
which  I  have  had  bound  for  my  own  ufe,  and  in  which  I  hare  in- 
ferted,  with  my  own  hand,  a  very  great  number  of  notes,  elucida- 
tions, and  fimilar  paifagcs,  from  the  fcripturcs;  all  of  which  I  con- 
ceive to  be  perfc(31y  acceflible  to  your  table  by  the  rules  and  forms 
of  the  Houfe ;  affuring  you.  Sir,  that  I  fliould  not  have  prefumed 
to  intrude  any  obfervations  of  mine  on  your  notice,  if  any  other 
mode  (on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion)  had  fuggeftqd  itfelf  to  my  mind. 

Nutwithftanding,  I  venture  with  all  humility  to  offer  my  opi- 
nion, that  much  labour  of  reference  and  comparifon  (which  is  ry>t 
al  ways  a  plcafant  talk)  would  be  faved  to  thofe  honourable  gentlemen 
who  fliould  deem  the  whole  worthy  of  their  attention,  by  the  pains 
I  have  taken  in  adjufting  and  arranging  the  various  correfpondcnt 
paifagcs,  arfd  with  this  view  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  tliat  if  my 
motion  for  laying  the  book  on  your  table  be  granted,  I  fhall  then 
move,  that  it  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members." 

lie  concluded  with  moving,  **  That  the  Books  of  Richard  • 
rBrothers,  entitled,  *  a  Revealed  Knowledge,'  &c.  be  laid  upon  the 
table." 

The  motion  not  being  fecondcd,  the  queftion  was  not  put  upon 

Mr.  T.  GRENVILLE  fard,  that  in  purfuance  of  a  former  no- 
tice, which^  he  had  'given,  he  propofed  after  the  holidays  to  brirg 
forward  fome  propofitions  witli  rcfpe£l  to  the  proceedings  to  be 
adopted  in  forming  Committees  to  decide  on  Conteftcd  EIe6Kons. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  gave  notice  tliat  he  intended  to  move,  that  there 
(ho\ild  be  laid  on  the  table,  a  recorded  digeft  of  the  evidence 
brought  forward  by  the  Managers  on  the  trial  of  Warren  Hail* 
ings,  Efq.  in  order  to  be  infertcd  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfc. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  brotight  up.  The 
rcfolution,  granting  to  HisMajefty  a  vote  of  credit  of  2,500,000!. 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  now*rofe,  and  faid,  that  he 
undcrftood  that  he  had  been  fummoned  to  attend  the  Houfc  on 
Friday  fe'nnight,  in  order  to  account  why  he  had  doMited  another 
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to  eiercife  his  privily  of  frankixig-  He  had  been  himfclf  ex- 
tremely indifpofed  at  the  time,  and.  conceived  that  he  had  done  no- 
ting in  availing  himfelf  of  his  privilege,  except  what  was  ftrivilly 
authorized  by  the  rules  of  the  liouk.  [He  here  defired  the  regu- 
lation with  rcfpeft  to  Franking  to  be  read.] 

Mr.  MAINWARING  fiiggefted  that  as  nothing  more  was  re*- 
I  quired  than  the  attendance  of  the  honourable  Member,  and  as  he 
I  was  now  prcfcnt,  and  had  accounted  why  he  had  deputed  to  another 
I  his  privilege  of  franking,  that  the  order  of  the  Houfc  for  his  attend-r 
i   ancc  on  Friday  fe'nnight  ought  to  be  difchargcd. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  tnilted  that  in  making  his 
motion  it  would  not  be  fuf^fcd  that  he  was  actuated  in  d\c  fmallell 
;   dqgrec  by  perfonal  motives ;  had  aded  only  from  a  regard  to  the 
!   privileges  of  the  Houfe,  who  had  fhewn  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  own 
d^ity  in  the  readinefs  with  wl\ich  they  had  adopted  llie  motion. 
He  could  nDt,  however,  confcnt  to  difpenfe  with  the  attendance  of 
the  honourable  gendeman,  as  the  inquiry  whicli  he  had  in  vicyv  was 
ffiil  in  train,  and  be  had  but  this  day  moved  for  a  paper  relative  to 
,   the  bufinefs. 

I  The  Order  of  die  Day  being  read  for  the  fccond  reading  of  tli« 
!  bill  to  prevent  the  carr)'ing  off  dead  bodies  frpm  church  yards  and 
I  <xfaer  bur}'ing  places,  it  was  oppofed  by  Mr,  Main  waring  and  Mr. 

M.  A.  Tayler,  and  fupported  by  Sir  John  Frederick,  and  Mr, 

Joddrcll,.  &c. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  moved  diat  the  Houfe  be  counted. 
There  being  only  34  Members  prefent,  the  Houfe  of  confequenor 
adjourned. 

fVednefdayy   ijt  April. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  prcfented  a  bill,  which  was  read  a 
I  firft  time,  for  widening  and  rendering  more  commodious,  the  en- 
I  trance  into  the  city  of  London,  by  way  of  Temple  bar ;  and  alfo 
I    far  making  fome  improvements  on  Snow  hill. 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  there  were  at  prefent  many 
able  feameni  ferving  in  the  different  regiments  of  militia,  whom  it 
1 .  would  be  very  proper  to  have  transferred  to  the  navy.    It  would 
Ukcwife  be  expedient  to  draw  away,  for  the  fervice  of  the  artillery, 
,   liidi  men  in  the  militia  as  were  expert  in  working  at  the  great  guns. 
He  would)  therefore,  move,     That  leave, be  given  to  bring  in  a 
I    MU  for  augmenting  the  Royal  corps  of  artillery,  and  providing  fca* 
I    inen  kx  the  fervice  of  His  Majefty's  navy." 

Leave  was  ^ven;  the  bill  prcfented,  and  read  a  firft  time. 
On  ^  Jpoo^  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting  an  allowance  to 
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Utia  iubalterns  in  time  of  peace,  General  Tarleton  wifhcd  €0 
know  vrhether  a  certain  claufe  relative  to^fcncibles  was  omitted. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  there  was  no  fuch  claufe  ; 
and  a  converfation  was  beginning  to  be  entered  into  upon  that  quef- 
tion,  M  hich  the  Speaker  put  a  flop  to,  as  foreign  to  any  order  be- 
fore the  Houfc. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  Houfc  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  fe'nnight. 

Tburjday^  g/h  April. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  gave  notice  that  the  digeft  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment  againft  Mr.  Haftings  would  be  brought  for- 
ward on  Tucfday  next.  He  alfo  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  there 
would  be  brought  forward  a  motion  of  congratulation  on  the  late 
happy  event  of  the  marriage  of  His  Royal  Highnefe  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

Mr.  RYDER  moved,  *^  that  the  Houfe  fhould  to-morrow  rc- 
Iblve  itfelf  into  ji  Committee,  to  confider  of  the  Indemnity  to  be 
granted  the  Governors  and  Lieutenant-Governors  of  the  Wcft-Inilia 
jflands,  for  permitting  the  importation  of  foreign  articles  in  foreign 
bottoms. — ^Agreed  to. 

Several  petitions  were  prefented  ftom  the  freeholders,  inhabitants, 
&c.  of  St.  Clements  Danes,  flaring  the  injury  they  would  receive 
by  the  projected  alterations  for  widening  the  paffagc  to  the  city,  by 
the  removal  of  Temple  bar,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  Counfcl 
againft  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  Houfe. 

It  having  been  fuggefted  that  thofe  difficulties  might  be  remedied 
in  the  Committee,  the  motion  for  hearing  Gounfelwas  withdrawn! 
and  the  petitions  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tabic'. 

The  Houfc  adjourned. 

Friday y  I  Qth  ApriL 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  . "  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented 
to  His  Majefty,  to  congratulate  His  Majefty  on  the  happy  event  of 
the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  the  feme." 

Refolved,  That  the  Houfc  do  congratulate  Her  Majefty  on 
thefc  happy  nuptials. 

Rcfolvcd,  "  That  a  congratulatory  mcflagc  be  fcnt  to  their 
Royal  Highncfles  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  on  this  joyful 
pccafion." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  reported  from  the  Committee,  appoint- 
ed to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfly,  that  the 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  173 

Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accordingly,  which  they  had 
dircilcd  him  to  report  to  the  Houfc ;  and  he  rrad  the  fame  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame 
was  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hoiife,  and  is  as  follows : 

Mod  Gracious  Soverci^, 
TV^Ey  ymr  M^j'Jiys  m  jl  duuful  and  loyal fubjeSisy  the  Commons 
Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  ajjimblcdy  mofl  humbly  beg  leave  to 
csngratulate  your  Majejly  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnejs  the 
Prince  cf  Wales  ;  and  to  exprefs  the  cordial  fatisfaSIion  which  your 
Majejtys  faithful  Commons  feel  on  an  event ^  which  promifes  to  gratify 
the  tuijbes  of  your  Majejlys  faithful  fubjeSlsy  by  augmenting  the  domejUc  ' 
fiiicity  ^ your  Majefly  and  your  illujlrious  family ^  and  by  affording  ad- 
ditional fecurity  to  the  enjoymctU  of  thofe  llejjings  which  have  been  exp- 
erienced in  thefe  kin^domsy  under  the  aufpicious  Government  of  the 
Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Jiiun{vi\Qk. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUND  AS  rofc  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfc 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  adion  which  had  lately  taken  place  in  . 
the  Mediterranean.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  victory  was 
as  fplendid  and  decifive  as  fome  which  we  had  obtained ;  hut  the 
Houfe  would  fee,  from  fhc  very  modcft  account  which  the  gallant 
Admiral  had  tranfmitted  of  the  adion,  that  with  a  fleet  which  had 
been  expofed  to  very  fevere  fcrvicc,  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  compel  the  enemy  to  come  to  adlion.  It  would  alfo  be  re- 
coDcfted,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  but  juft  come  from  their  own 
port.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  honour  of  the  Britlfli  arms 
had  been  maintained,  and  two  (hips  captured  from  the  enemy.  He 
concluded  with  moving, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Admiral 
Hotham,  for  his  late  meritorious  exertions  in  the  command  of  His 
Majcfty's  fleet  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Adnnnls 
Goodall,  and  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knight,  for  their  late  meritorious 
exertions  in  the  command  of  His  Majefty's  fleet  ftationed  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

"  Tliat  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Rear  Admiral 
Limec,  for  his  late  meritorious  exertions  in  the  command  of  His 
Majefty's  fleet  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

"  That  this  Houfc  doth  acknowledge  and  approve  the  merito- 
rious candu3  of  the  feveral  officers,  feamen,  and  marines,  under 
the  command  of  Vice  Admiral  Hotham,  in  the  late  a6lion  with  the 
frcnch  fleet." 

Qcneral  SMITH  availed  himfclf  of  this  opportunity  for  ex- 
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prcfling  his  concern,  that  no  notice  had  been  takcri  of  the  brilliant 
fcrviccs  of  Captain  Faulknor.  After  entering  into  a  warm  eulpgium 
of  Captain  Faulknor,  he  noticed  the  fubfcription  that  had  been  en- 
tered into  for  crc£^ing  a  monument  to  his  memory,  a  fubfcription 
certainly  honourable  to  thofe  concerned  in  it,  but  di%raccful  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  (hould  have  rendered  any  fubfcription 
unneceffary.  He  cxpreffed  his  hopes  that  the  Houft  would  fpec- 
dily  adopt  fomc  meafure  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  fo  diftinguifhcd 
an  officer. 

The  motions  were  then  carried  nem.  con. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  attendance  of  Sir  Bcnja- 
tnin  Hammet  in  his  place. 

General  TARLEl'ON  moved,  that  the  return  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  Houfe  from  the  Poft-Office,  ftating  that  Sir  Benja* 
min  Hammet  had  delegated  his  privilege  of  franking  to  his  fon,  on 
account  of  his  ill  health,  in  the  year  1793,  might  be  read  ;  which 
being  done,  the  General  then  moved,  tliat  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet 
be  heard  in  his  defence. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  faid,  he  heard  no  charge  brought 
againd  him. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  he  conceived  the  paj)er  which  had 
been  read,  proved  that  the  honourable  Member  had  abufed  hi$ 
privilege  of  franking. 

The  SPEAKER  then  informed  Sir  Benjamin,  that  he  might 
ftate  what  he  pleafed  in  anfwcr  to  the  charge,  and  muft  then  widv- 
draw. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  faid,  he  had  certainly  delqjatcd 
his  privilege  to  his  fon,  and  he  did  it  becaufe  his  health  was- in  fo 
precs^rioos  9  ftat«  that  he  could  not  attend  to  bufinefs.  He  could 
produce  to  t}ic  Houfe  the  evidence  of  moft  rcfpe<ftable  medical  gen- 
tlemen to  prove  the  general  ill  ftate  of  his  health. — [He  here  read 
two  letters  from  hisphyfician  and  apothecary.] — It  was  true  that, 
s^t  intervals,  he  was  much  better ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  it  nc- 
ccffary  to  retrad  the  delegation  he  had  given,  more  efpccially  as  he 
had  never  franked  a  letter  while  his  fon  enjoyed  that  privilege.  He 
had  made  fome  inqvurics  upon  the  fubjcdt,  particularly  at  the  Poft- 
Office,  and  the  fefult  fatisfied  him  that  his  conduQ  had  been  rcgu- 
Jar,  He  affiired  the  Houfe,  that  he  was  this  very  morning  un- 
certain whether  he  fjiould  be  able  to  attend  the  Houfe  frpm  illncfs. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  gen<lemen  would  take  his  cafe  into  thc'.r  con- 
fideration,  and  protect  him  from  perfecutibn.  IJ^o  man  could  ic 
more  anxious  to  prefer vc  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  than  he  waS| 
axKl  if  it  flioald  be  their  opinion  that  he  had  a^cd  wrong  in  not  fC- 
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fuTTung  his  privilege,  he  could  only  fay,  he  was  extremely  forry  for 
it,  and  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfc.  The  anxiety  he  had  fuffcrcd 
fincc  the  honourable  General  had  made  his  motion  was  inconcciv- 
^Ic ;  and  he  (hould  conclude  with  once  more  recommending  his  ho- 
iKxir  and  his  irharafter  to  the  prote(Sion  of  tlie  Houfc. 

Mr-  STURT  riling,  the  Speaker  explained  to  the  Houfe,  there 
was  as  yet  no  motion  before  the  Houfc,  nor  could  there,  confor- 
mable to  their  rules  and  orders,  till  after  the  honourable  Member, 
whofe  condudt  was  under  confideration,  had  withdrawn. 

Mr.  D.  RYDER  conceived  there  was  no  ground  of  cenfure  laid 
before  them.  As  he  was  entering  on  the  merits  of  the  bufinefsi  he 
was  called  to  order. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  then  retired  fbm  the  Houfe. 
General  TARLETON  rofc  and-ftated,  that  it  was  now  their 
duty  to  decide  upon  the  motion  which  he  fhould  fubmit  to  them ; 
taking  into  their  confideration  the  contents  of  the  papers  which  were 
I    hid  (HI  their  table,  together  with  the  explanation  given  juft  now  by 
the  honourable  Member.    For  his  part,  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  the 
duty  he  owed  to  the  Houfe  and  his  country  had  operated  on  his  con- 
du<9.   He  had  no  perfonal  acquaintance  with  the  honourable  Mem- 
i    bcr  whom  he  accufed,  and  of  whom  he  knew  but  little,  beyond 
j    what  the  prcfent  occurrence  had  brought  to  light ;  it  was  certainly 
more  agreeable  to  defend  than  accufc.   With  refpcdt  to  the  bufincf$ 
bcftjTc  them,  it  was  certainly  palpable  that  there  was  cither  a  mif- 
takc  or  a  mifufe  in  the  excrcifc  of  the  privilege  of  franking.  The 
lA  of  Parliament  which  beftows  that  privilege  fays,  that  nothing 
bat  bodily  infirmity  (hall  juftify  the  deputation  of  it  to  another ; 
Init  in  the  prefent  inftance  it  was  apparent  that  the  honourable  Mcm- 
I     bar  was  not  Icfs  capable  of  franking  for  himfelf  than  other  Members 
were.    It  was  certain  that  great  abufes  have  exifted  to  a  very  enor- 
mous extent ;  as  many  as  eighty  or  ninety  franks  by  individuals  in 
a  day.    For  his  part,  he  was  reprefentative  of  as  commercial  a  city 
as  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  yet  he  had  never  franked  to  the  tenth  of 
that  number.  In  times  like  the  prefent,  when  fo  much  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  innovators  of  all  defcriptions,  he  conceived 
it  peculiarly  incumbent  oil  them  to  defend  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe, 
and,  by  the  wholefomc  corrcftion  of  abufes,  to  hold  up  its  rcfpec- 
tability  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.    Upon  thefe  grounds  it  was, 
that  he  ofiered  his  motion,     That  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  do  at- 
tend, itt  his  place,  on  Monday  next ;  and  that  he  be  there  repri- 
manded by  the  Speaker  for  an  abufc  of  privilege."  . 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  it  would  be  ncceffary  for 
%im  fitftiD  liaake  a  motion  of  h&,  as  contained  in  the  papers  upoii 
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their  tabic ;  to  which  If  the  Houfe  affented,  that  tiien  the  above 


General  TARLETON  accordingly  drew  up  and  made  the  fol- 
lowing motion :  "  That  Sir  Benjamin  Hammct  deputed  his  privilege 
of  franking  to  another,  not  being  entitled  fo  to  do  by  bodily  infir— 
mity,  conformable  to  the  claufe  for  that  purpofc  in  the  aft  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  that  his  fon  has  cxcrcifcd  tliat  privilege  for  twq years." 

Mr.  D.  RYDER  afkcd,  where  does  this  fadl  appear?  He  was 
anfwercd,  "  From  the  papers  on  the  table."    He  faid,  he  expcdled 
to  be  told  fo  i  but  he  infifted  that  nothing  like  it  was  to  be  drawn 
from  them,  and  tlierefore  he  fliould  give  the  motion  his  hearty  ne- 
gative, both  as  not  having  been  proved,  and  as  not  being,  in  his 
opinion,  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  from  its  infignificancc 
In  fa6t,  there  was  no  charge  whatever  ;  for  by  the  papers  it  (imply 
appeared  that  the  honourable  Member  had  delegated  his  privilege  to 
his  fen  ;  and  the  honourable  Member  himfelf  liad,  without  contra- 
diflion,  afferted  tliat  he  had  been  generally  incapable  of  exercifing 
it  himfelf ;  and  that,  in  fav5>,  he  never  had  exercifed  it  fince  he  firft 
fo  appointed  his  fon.    As  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had  been  exer- 
cifed, that  was  quite  a  different  queftion,  and  could  never  be  charged 
as  a  crime  ;  however,  if  proved,  it  might  be  an  abufc  of  privilege. 
Upon  tlicfc  grounds  he  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  prrxreed  to  the  other 
prders  of  the  day,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  prefcnt  queftion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  tlic  fenfations  of  every  gentleman,  on  the 
prefent  occaGon,  could  not  be  otherwife  than  unpleafant.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  Houfe  certainly  was  deficient,  and  might  notjuftify 
the  pafling  of  the  motion  propofcd  by  General  Tarleton,  but  furcly 
the  charge  againft  Sir  Benjamin  did  not  dcfcrve  to  be  confidered  in 
lb  frivolous  a  manner  as  Mr.  Ryder  had  treated  it.  .  The  privilege 
of  franking  had  been  granted,  not  for  promoting  the  intercfts  of 
Members,  but  of  avoiding  thofe  expences  which  a  gentleman  might 
be  put  to  in  his  official  capacity  of  a  Member  of  Parliament.  But 
if  it  ihould  be  found  that  the  power  granted  by  the  aft  had  been  made 
ufe  of  for  purpofes  of  private  intereft  and  profit,  could  it  be  faid  that 
a  charge  of  fuch  a  nature  was  either  a  light  or  a  frivolous  cliargc  ? 
Bodily  infirmity  had  been  pleaded — the  Houfe  had  heard  the  plea, 
and  therefore  he  could  wifli  that  an  adjournment  of  the  debate  (hould 
take  place  in  order  to  inftitute  an  inquir)\  Sir  Benjamin  Hammct 
had  produced  letters  which  ftated,  that  it  was  neccffary  for  him  to 
abftain  from  bufinefs.  Was  frajiking  fuch  a  buGncfs  as  it  was  nc- 
ceffary  to  delegate  r 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  declared,  that,  to  liis  knowledge, 
the  honourable  Men^ber,  at  the  time  of  deputinj  his  fon  to  frank 
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for  him,  was  totally  unable  to  do  fo  himfelf.  If  he  had  not  refurr.cd 
it,  k  was  becaufe  he  was  fo  frequently  incapable  of  franking  himfelf, 
and  alfo  becaufe  he  had  not  conceived  himf<'l  f  as  wrong  in*  continu- 
ity it.  At  all  events,  if  he  had  done  wron:;,  even  though  unin- 
temlonally,  he  had  ajx>logizcJ  for  it,  by  bc^itij:  pirdon  of  the  Houfe* 
Afrer  all,  he  fliould  bcgl  id  to  kn  »\v,  whether  or  not  all  other  g^  "- 
tkmjn  had  con  lined  thcmfclvcs  Oridly  to  the  conftiiutior  »1  ct 
for  which  the  privilege  of  franking  was  allowed.  For  Mtmic  F,  lie 
would  own  he  certainly  had  not,  nor  did  he  believe  a!K  (^nc  liad  ^ 
there  were  many  Mcinbersof  that  Hoiife  who  ivul  tr^qjc.itl)  dele- 
gated the^ privileges  of  franking  to  tiieir  wives,  da  j  ;h.*--s  and  other 
ladies  occaiionally,  and  he  faw  no  greater  ci  i  r.c  or  ofTence  iii  one 
cafe  than  in  the  odier;  ho  thcrofore  traftcd  that  the  H  jufc  would  not 
think  it  right  to  treat  the  honourable  Member  v  ith  haril.  icfs. 

Mr.  CRICKETT  ftated,  that  he  had  known  the  h.>no  iraV»lc 
Member  who  had  withdrawn,  and  was  now  the  fubjedl  of  debate, 
fcr  fcveral  ytars  ;  that  his  health  for  fomc  years  paft  had  been  very 
precarious  and  uncertain,  fo  much  fo  as  totally  to  prevent  him  at 
different  times  from  the  power  of  franking  hla  k  ttcrs.  He  not  only 
faid  this  fipom  his  own  knowledge,  but  from  hearing  the  fame  very 
frequently  fromfomeof  die  firft  medical  charadlers  in  the  kingdom, 
ainongft  whom  he  mentioned  Sir  \V.  Fordyce,  Mr.  Pott,  and  Mr. 
Rtcaim.  This,  he  faid,  he  ftated  as  a  matter  of  juftice,  which  ho 
Aought  it  his  duty  to  do,  and  not,  he  affured  the  Houfe,  from  any 
motive  of  friendfhip  or  acquaintance.  He  iliould  therefore  give  his 
vote  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid  a  few  words,  with  an  intent 
to  fupport  the  original  motion,  but  finding  that  he  had  miftaken  the 
fiatement  of  the  honourable  Baronet  in  his  exculpation,  he  fat  down. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  as  he  had  fe- 
conded  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  for  the  order  of  the  day, 
he  thought  it  neceffary  to  give  his  reafons  for  having  done  fo.  He 
by  no  means  thought  the  motion  of  the  honourable  General  either 
frivolous  or  light  in  its  importance.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of 
opirtion  that  he  defer ved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  having  brought 
it  forward.  Nevcrthelefs,  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  fupprt  the 
•inocion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  becaufe  he  thought,  that  as  the  bu- 
fincfs  flood  at  prefent,  th^;  Houfe  could  not  with  propriety  proceed 
ferthcr  on  it  now.  The  honourable  General  had  not  produced  evi- 
dence which  was  fuiBcient  to  ground  upon  it,  and  juftly,  the  adoption 
rf  the  nK)tion  he  had  brought  forward.  At  the  fame  time  he  did 
not  think  the  honourable  Baronet,  who  Had  withdrawn,  had  alto^ 
gedier  exculpated  himfelf  fo  clearly  as  might  be  wifhed.    He  had, 
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however,  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  not  ofFended  againft  the? 
claufe  of  the  a£t  of  Parliament  intentionally  ;  that  he  had  confultcd 
gentlemen,  his  friends,  upon  the  matter,  and  they  all  thought  the 
fame  on  that  as  the  honourable  Baronet  himfelf  had  done.  He  (aid 
alfo,  that  if  he  had  really  ofFended  againft  the  principle  of  the  ad 
of  Parliaitient,  he  begged  pardon  of  die  Houfe.  The  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  then  faid,  that  the  chief  part  of  the  chaiges 
alledged  againft  the  honourable  Member  who  was  withdrawn,  was, 
in  his  having  continued  the  delegation  of  his  privilege  to  frank  letters 
to  his  fon,  during  thofe  intervals  of  time  when  his  ftate  of  health 
did  not  require  it.  This,  he  apprehended,  arofc  from  a  wilh  not 
to  give  too  much  trouble  to  the  Poft- Office,  as  ht  knew  that  the  rc- 
turns  of  his  indifpofition  were  very  frequent,  and  as  it  appeared  from 
his  aflferdon,  in  his  exculpation,  that  only  one  peribn  (his  fon)  was 
emploj'ed  in  franking,  he  thought,  that  the  prcfent  moment,  when 
the  abufe,  or  even  the  power  of  abufe  in  this  particular,  was  on  the 
point  of  being  effeftually  put  a  flop  to,  there  was  no  occafion  for 
the  Houfe  to  take  any  more  fcrious  notice  of  the  matter  at  prcfent. 
He  was  extremely  glad,  however,  that  the  modon  had  been  brought 
forward,  as  it  would  (hew  the  pebple  of  this  country  how  feelingly 
alive  the  Members  of  the  Houfc  were  to  any  privilege  cntrufted  to 
them  for  the  public  good — ^and  how  very  jealous  of  the  fmalleli 
abufe  of  them.  For  the  reafons  he  had  adduced,  however,  he  had 
fecondcd  and  fliould' fupport,  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  JODDRELL  differed  in  opinion  with  the  Matter  of  the 
Rolls  as  to  the  point  of  the  order  of  the  day.  He  thought  if  die 
original  motion  was  adopted  and  fome  cenfiire  convc}'ed  upon  the 
honourable  Member,  it  would  have  a  much  greater  cfFeS  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  as  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  Houfe,  and  their  lively 
feelings  for  the  privileges  cntrufted  to  them  for  the  public  good, 
than  the  adoption  of  the  itiotion  of  the  order  of  the  day  could  poflibly 
Imprcfs  upon  them.  He  was  foriy  his  honourable  friend  who  had 
brought  fprward  the  motion,  had  not  produced  ftronger  evidence  in 
fupport  of  it ;  and  he  thought  if  the  debate  (hould  happen  to  be  ad-, 
journed,  he  would  be  able  to  do  fo  to  that  extent  which  would  juftify 
the  Houfe  in  agreeing  to  the  original  motion.  He  (hould  therefore 
oppofe  the  order  of  the  day. 

General  TARLETON  faidf,  that  he  fliould  not  take  up  the  dmr 
of  the  Houfe  by  faying  many  words.  A  right  honourable  gendcman 
(Mr.  Ryder,)  a  fort  of  a  Minifter,  had  affcrtcd  that  die  prefem  mo- 
don  he  had  brought  forward  was  frivolous  and  trivial.  He  wiflied 
that  fentiment  to  be  promulgated  to  the  people,  through  the  public 
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^Ripcrsy  and  let  them  be  the  judges  whether  it  was  fo  or  not.  Th« 
^tieflion  being  called  for,  a  divifion  took  place : 

For  die  order  of  the  day  39  ;  Againft  it  27.    Majoritj  1 2* 

Monday,  l^th  Jfril 

Mr.  BYNG  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  die  gardeners,  malt* 
fters,  brewers^  diftiUers,  foapboilers,  cliandlers,  and  other  tradef- 
men,  dating,  that  if  the  bill  now  pending  for  the  obfervance  of  the 
Lord's  Day  be  paiTed  into  a  law,  they  would  be  materially  injured 
in  their  trades,  and  fome  of  them  ruined. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOB  ART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Franking  bill. 

The  amendments  to  the  refolutions  of  the  former  Committees 
Qpon  the  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  he  had  great  fatisfadlion  to  fee  Government 
attentive  to  the  objedl  of  correding  abufes  in  the  privilege  of  firank- 
ing-^bufcs  which  had  fubfifted  to  an  alarming  degree.    He  had 
no  cbjcdion  to  this  bill,  but  he  wanted  to  abolifh  other  abufes, 
namely,  thofe  which  arofe  fiom  the  exercife  of  franking  by  clerks 
in  the  different  offices.    He  mull,  however,  obferve,  tlwit  there 
were  fome  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  who  had  abufed  the  pri- 
vilege of  franking  to  a  degree  that  made  it  (hameful.    He  under- 
flood,  that  fome  Members  had  for  their  own  emolument  franked 
letters  to  a  vaft  amount.    He  would  fuppofe  that  a  Member  of  that 
Hoofe  had  got  another  to  ailift  him,  who  could  write  a  better  hand, 
and  more  expedirioufly  than  himfelf,  in  that  cafe  fome  farther  in- 
fcxmadon  fliould  be  had  from  the  Poft  Office.    He  would  fuppofe 
aoother  cafe,  that  a  Member,  under  the  allegation  of  his  being  too 
Infirm  in  body  to  write  for  himfelf,  although  he  might  come  to  the 
Houfe  in  apparent  good  health,  fhould  appoint  another  to  write  for 
Urn  a  prodigious  number  of  letters  daily  for  a  great  length  of  time. 
He  would  then  aik,  whether  fome  farther  regulation  than  this  bill 
provided  was  not  neceffary  to  check  an  evil  on  which  the  Public 
cried  out  ihame.    There  was  a  circumAance  to  which  he  could  nqt 
help  alluding,  becaufe  it  was  fo  applicable  to  the  fubjedt  now  before 
die  Houfe.    He  had  latdy  read  in  a  newfpaper,  that  a  Member  of 
Aat  Houfe  had  fold  his  privilege  of  franking  for  300I.  a  year.  If 
dns  was  true,  the  Houfe  ought  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  fsL&. 
If  it  was  falfe,  the  vengeance  of  that  Houfe  ought  to  fall  on  the 
printer  of  fo  ^tiyx:ious  a  libel.    This  he  faid,  in  order  to  call  the 
tttehtlon  of  the' Houfe  to  the  abufes  that  had  fo  long  and  fo  fhame- 
flibGftcd  in  the  privilege  of  franking  ;  and  although  the  bill 
Qov  before  th^  went  to  prohibit  the  fending  by  any  one  Member 
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more  than  ten  letters  each  day,  and  the  receiving  more  than  fifteen, 
yet  if  fome  regulation  was  not  adopted  with  regard  to  clerks  in  of- 
fices, he  was  fure  the  Public  would  be  greatly  defrauded* 

The  amendments  were  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LONG  brought  up  a  claufe  to  continue  the  law  as  it  now 
flands^  with  regard  to  poftage  on  newfpapers,  which  was  alfo  agreed 
to. 

He  brought  up  another  in  favour  of  officers  and  men  in  ac^hnl 
fervice,  and  writing  upon  their  own  bufincfs  only.  The  claufe 
contained  various  provifions  as  to  the  manner  of  dire^ng  fuch  let-^ 
ters,  &c. 

General  SMITH  applauded  the  liberality  of  Government  in 
this  inftance,  and  faid  he  hoped  that  the  Officers  would  take  care 
that  no  improper  ufe  fhould  be  made  of  the  privilege. 

The  claufe  wns  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PORTER  propofcd  a  claufe  which  fpedHed  various  regu- 
lations of  abufes  in  die  Public  Offices,  in  the  franking  of  letters, 
and  appointing  an  infpec\or,  &c. 

Captain  BERKELEY  doubted  the  utility  of  the  claufe. 

1  he  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  thought  the  law  fufficient  for 
the  correction  of  the  abufes  which  the  claufe  was  intended  to  re- 
medy. He  obfervcd,  that  there  were  various  correfpondences  which 
Government  did  not  wifli  to  fupprefs,  and  which  had  the  objed  of 
.expediting  public  bufinefs,  and  yet  would  be  chargeable  to  poilage 
by  the  chufe  in  qucftion. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  he  was  glad  that  Minifters  werede- 
tei^ne4  to  remedy  abufes.    But  the  abufes  of  the  offices  were 
great  Indeed  ;  upwards  of  30,000!.  a  year  was  loft  to  the  Public 
by  the  franking  of  the  clerks  ;  this  was  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  amount  of  franking  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Now, 
he  wiflied  to  know  upon  what  ground  it  was  that  thefe  gentlemen 
were  10  have  a  difcrctionary  power,  and  the  Members  of  the  two 
iJo'jfcs  to  have  none.    He  thought  that  too  much  truft  was  put  in 
the  virtue  of  thefe  gentlemen.    Were  they  purified  by  fome  fixed 
air  among  themfelves  ?  Indeed  he  apprehended  that  hb  bill  would 
tend  to  increafe  abufe  in  the  privilege  of  franking  in  thefe  offices 
for  fome  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  them  might  become  partners, 
not  fleeping,  but  writing  partners,  in  Banking-houfes,  uulefs  fome- 
thing  like  the  claufe  now  offered  fliould  be  adopted.    It  was  idle 
to  fay  that  the  abufes  would  be  correfled  in  the  offices  ;  he  never 
knew  any  body  of  men  who  corredJed  abufes  among  themfelves,  ci- 
ther in  Church  or  Sti^te,    He  faw  fomething  already  that  tended 
to  the  reverfe  of  this  ;  for  when  any  abufe  of  office/was  mentioncdi 
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and  an  attempt  made  to  do  it  away,  fomc  Minifter  or  other  was 
fare  to  ftep  in  to  defend  it ;  whenever  any  one  attempted  to  ap- 
proadi  the  ufe  of  office,  Minifters  feemed  to  fay,  "  Take  off  your 
ihoes,  for  now  you  ftand  i^n  holy  ground." 

Mr,  LONG  obferved,  that  there  was  a  particular  law  in  being 
to  reftrain  the  abufe  of  franking  in  public  offices. 

General  T ARI-ETON  bid  a  few  words  on  the  general  abufc 
of  franking. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved,  "  That  the  ad  rela- 
tive to  the  reih^ints  laid  on  Clerks  in  public  offices  in  franking,  be 
read,"  which  being  done,  a  convcrfation  of  cohliderable  length  took 
place,  in  which  Mr.  York,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Grey,  General  Smith,  Mr. 
i  Thornton,  Mr.  Huffcy,  and  ,Mr.  Robinfon,  took  part ;  after 
which  Mr.  Porter  agreed  to  withdraw  the  claufe,  uriderftanding  that 
i    Mr.  Dent  was  to  make  a  motion  upon  thefubjed  immediately. 

The  claufes  being  all  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Friday,  if  then  cngroffed. 

Mr.  DENT  then  rofe  to  move  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  into 
the  abufes  of  the  privilege  of  franking  in  the  public  offices.  He 
ftated,  that  the  produce  of  the  Poft  Office  was  about  627,000!.,  a 
!     year,  and  after  deducing  all  charges,  the  net  produce  amounted  to 
I     390,0001.  a  year.    He  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  fome  of  the 
I     abqfes  of  clerks  in  office,  and  to  (hew  how  they  affeded  the  re- 
venue of  the  Poft  Office.    He  faid,  that  by  thefe  means  various 
pamphlets  were  carried  -all  over  the  kingdom,  free  of  poftage ;  among 
others,  Mr.  Lackington's  catalogue  of  books.    He  faid,  that  hares 
and  haunches  of  venifon  had  been  carried  in  this  manner.  Thefe 
things  he  did  not  wifti  to  reft  upon  his  affertion,  for  he  was  ready 
to  prove  them  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  whenever  he  ftiould  bo 
called  upon  to  do  fo.    Such  abufes,  he  maintained,  ought  to  be 
done  away  as  fpeedily  as  poffiblc.    He  concluded  with  moving, 
ITiat  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  imo  the  feveral  frauds 
and  abufes,  in  relation  to  the  fending  or  receiving  letters  free  of 
poft^e,  by  clerks  in  public  offices  entitled  to  frank  letters,  that  they 
I     do  examine  the  fame,  and  ftate  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
Houfe." 

Mr.  LONG  thought  that  this  inquiry  was  unneceffary,  and  that 
if  it  was  gone  into,  it  would  not  remedy  the  evil.  He  had  heard 
of  abufes  in  many  of  the  offices ;  he  ipquired,  and  found  that  many 
erifted,  but  he  found  alfo  that  thefe  abufes  had  been  greatly  exag- 
I  gentcd.  With  regard  to  haunches  of  venifon,  he  apprehended 
ttat  tbo  honourable  gentleman  mifconceived  thecwiUcrCciCig^ 
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thing  of  that  fort  had  been  carried  ftom  the  Poft  Office,  the  Public 
was  not  defrauded  by  it,  alfliough  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  faft  being 
as  the  honourable  gentlcnnan  related,'  for  he  had  heard  of  a  turtle 
1)eing  fenf  in  the  fame  way.    But  the  h&.  was  this  :   by  the  con* 
traft  of  the  Poft  Office,  on  mall  coaches,  thefe  things  were  carried 
as  parcels  under  the  fame  right  as  that  by  which  paffengers  were 
carried  by  the  mkil ;  and  therefore  this  was  no  fraud  upon  ttie  re- 
venue.   Now,  with  regard  to  this  Committee  being  unneccflaiy, 
he  mud  obfervc,  that  already  many  regulations  had  been  adopted 
in  thefe  offices,  and  many  others  were  about  to  be  adopted,  ^nd 
would  be  carried  \nt6'  effect  as  fpeedily  as  poffible.    Another  rca- 
fon  why  he  fliould  vote  againft  going  into  this  Committee  was  thii  : 
he  was  convinced,  tliat  from  the  manner  the  accounts  were  kept 
rf  thefe  franks,  they  could  not  be  brought  before  the  Committee. 
Taking  the  whole  of  the  matter  togetlier,  he  faw  no  good  that 
would  refult  from  the  propofed  inquir^,  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  operation  of  the  regula- 
tions which  had  already  been,  and  others  that  are  about  to  be, 
adopted.    If,  after  a  hit  trial,  they  (hould  be  found  inefie£lual» 
then  fome  other  remedy'might  be  propofed. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  chief 
itafon  for  bringing  this  motion  forward  was,  its  being  denied  that 
any  abufe  exifted  in  thefe  offices.  Now  that  thefe  abufcs  were  ad- 
ihittcd  to  exift,  and  that  it  was  faid  they  were'  to  be  corrected,  he, 
on  that  account,  was  rather  inclined  to  agree  with  gentlemen  on 
the  o^her  fide,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  fenfc  of  the  Houfc  would 
not  be  taken  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  faid,  he  (hould  fupport  the  mot'ion,  on  the 
ground  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  it,  had  pledged 
himfelf  to  prove  the  abafes  which  he  Aated  ;  abufcs  which,  indeed, 
fecmed,  to  a  certain  extent^  now  to  be  acknowledged.  Minifter^ 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  the  Houfe  for  ftimulating  them  forward  ia 
this  bufincfs,  for  they  fecmed  to  want  a  ftimulus. 

Mr.  WILMOT  thought  it  was  neceflary  to  go  into  abufes, 
which  were  acknowledged  to  exift,  becaufe  the  qucftion  ought  only 
to  be  on  the  mode  of  adopting  a  remedy  ;  one  remedy  was  now  tiy- 
ing  ;  if  that  failed,  another  might  be  tried  hereafter. 

Captain  BERKELEY  did  not  pretend  to  know  any  thing  of  anf 
of  the  offices,  except  the  Ordnance  ;  he  maintained,  however,  that 
there  was  no  abufe  as  to  franking  in  that  office  ;  if  there  was,  he 
fliould  be  exccffivcly  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  ftatihg 
it  to  him. 

Mr.  DENT  admitted  he  knew  of  no  abufes  in  Ac  Ordnance, 
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but  in  others  there  were  abufei  to  an  enormous  extenf,  and  (mrti- 
cukriy  in  the  Cudoms. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  wiflicd  the  motion  to  be  withdrawn,  bccaufe 
k  thought  the  notoriety  of  the  abufcs  alluded  to,  fuperfeded  the 
ncccCity  of  inquiring  into  their  cxiftencc.    The  beft  thing  that 
could  be  done,  was  to  apply  a  remedy  as  foon  as  poflfible  ;  befidcs, 
there  might  be  fome  difficulty  in  proving  the  abufes^  although  they 
were  notorious,  becaufe  when  the  Houfe  came  to  examine  evidence, 
Acy  muft  fubjefl  themfelves  to  certain  formal  rules  ;  and  mAnf 
gcotlemen  who  had  already  fumifhcd  this  information  privately  tQ 
Mcvnbers^  could  not  be  called  upon  to  give  their  teftimony  in  public 
widiout  a  breach  of  feith. 
Mr.  L  H.  BROWNE  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 
Mr.  PORTER  was  for  going  into  a  Committee, 
The  Houfc  divided  ; 

For  the  motion,  53  ;   Againft  it,  41. 
Stnngers  were  then  excluded  for  a  confidcrable  time,  durir^ 
which  we  underftand  that  the  Sunday  bill  was  brought  on,  and  dif- 
pofcd  of  in  the  following  manner : 

On  motion  forgoing  into  a  G>mmittec  on  the. bill,  the  qucftion 
was  put,  "  Tliat  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair."  The  Houfe 
*vidcd. 

For  the  motion,  37  ;  Againft  it,  50. 
"That  this  bill  be  committed  on  Friday  fe'nnight."  An  amend- 
.  ttcat  was  moved,  That  indead  of  "  Friday  fe'nnight,"  the  words 
•  This  day  fix  months*'  be  fubftituted.    The  Houfe  divided, 
For  the  amendment,  44  ;  Againft  it,  43. 
The.  bill  was  loft  by  one  voice,  and  cannot  be  brought  ii^diiring^ 
ftc  remainder  of  the  prefent  feffion. 

Tuefday,  l^h  April. 

Mr.  THOMAS  GRENVILLE  faid,  thqtif  thefubjcft  to 
wttdi  he  now  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  ns  new  as 
itwasimpprtant,  he  (hould  fed  confiderable  apprehcndcn  in  bring- 
h|  it  fi>rward.  It  was  not^  however,  his  intention  to  propofe  any 
new  principles  with  rcfpedl  to  the  mode  of  deciding  in  queftions  of 
controverted  ele^ions,  but  only  to  fuggeft  fofne  regulations  in  order 
up  more  ftridly,  accurately,  and  ufcfully  the  pfr)vifionsof 
already  fubftfting  for  that  purpofe.  The  principle  of  tliat 
•ft.  was  acknowledged  to  be  good ;  it  had  already  refcucd  the  Houfc 
fcim  that  melancholy  and  diigraccful  ftate  with  refpieft  to  difputed 
^«fik)ns,  in  which  it  had  before  been  placed,  and  it  now  only  re- 
"J^ncd  to  remedy  one  or  two  inconveniences  of  a 
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The  principal  inconvenience  which  had  been  felt,  had  arifen  from 
the  want  of  attendance  of  Members  on  the  days  appointed  to  ballot 
for  Committees.    Many  modes  had  been  fuggefted  to  obviate  this 
evil.    It  had  occurred  to  fcveral  perfons,  as  well  as  to  himfclf,  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  proper  to  fet  afide  five  or  fiac  weeks  at  the  bc- 
ginnii^  of  the  feflion,  in  order  to  try  qucftions  of  controverted 
cleilions.    It  was  certainly  a  moft  important  duty  to  afcertain,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  thofe  who  had  really  a  right  to  fit  in  Parliament. 
But  the'objeflion  to  this  mode  was,  that  there  might  occur  dutiesi 
of  a  nature  paramount  to  that  of  deciding  with  refpedt  to  contro- 
verted cledtion,  and  that  the  appropriation  of  five  or  fix  weeks  for 
the  purpofe,  might,  in  fome  infl:ances,  interfere  with  the  difpatch 
of  public  bufincfs  of  the  moft  urgent  and  prefling  dcfcription.  He 
was  at  the  fame  time  defirous,  if  poflible,  to  avoid  bringing  forward 
any  new  mode  of  procuring,  by  compulfion,  a  fufScicnt  attendance 
of  Members.    The  Houfe  had  already  ample  powers  for  that  ob- 
jeft, .  and  it  was  only  his  wifti  by  the  bill  which  he  ftiould  bring  for- 
ward, that  they  (hould  be  reftored  to  the  full  exercifc  of  thofe  func- 
tions, and  that  the  authority  which  had  been  fufpoided  in  the  i  oth 
of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  fhould  again  be  revived.  But 
while  he  fecured  the  advantage  of  that  authority,  it  was  alfo  his  wUh 
to  afford  fome  relief  to  the  Members  by  the  mode  which  he  (hould 
adopt  in  forming  the  eledlion  Committees. ,  In  diminifliing  the 
numbers,  however,  he  would  by  no  means  have  it  underftood  as  if 
he  intended  to  relax  the  duty.    The  diminution  of  numbers  which 
he  would  fuggeft  was^  that  inftead  of  an  hundred  Members  being 
required  to  attend,  fixty  might  be  fufficient ;  that  inftead  of  forty- 
^ine,  only  twcnty-feven  might  be  drawn,  and  inftead  of  fifteen, 
only  eleven  appointed  as  a  Committee,  including  the  nominees. 
This  calculation  would  be  found  to  be  very  nearly  in  the  proportion 
of  the  former  numbers.    There  were  fome  other  regulations  which 
he  (hould  propofe,  namely,  where  out  of  fixty  Members  they  (hould 
hot  be  able  to  make  a  Committee,  that  thofe  who  had  been  excufed 
in  confequence  of  age  or  feryice,  (hould  be  obliged  to  take  their 
turn  in  tfie  order  in  which  they  had  been  drawn  in  the  ballot,  and 
that  a  peremptory  excufe  (hould  not  be  admitted,  except  as  in  the 
cafe  of  a  Jury  at  the  Old  Bailey,  the  Member  had  attained  the  age  ' 
of  70.    There  were  fome  other  regulations  with  refpeft  to  the  re- 
newal of  petitions,  &c.  which  would  more  properly  come  to  be  diC- 
cuffed  in  the  Committee.    He  had  mentioned  only  a  few  of  the 
outlines  of  his  intended  bill,  and  if  leave  (hould  be  given  to  bring 
it  in,  he  (hould  move  that  it  might  be  read  a  firft  time  to-dxfp.  io 
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order  that  it  might  be  printed,  and  a  fubfcqqent  day  appointed  for 
its  coniideration. 

*  Mr.  BAKER  objc6ted  to  any  diminution  of  the  Members  by  the 
bill  piopofcd  CO  be  brought  in ;  he  fhould  rather  with  that  a  claufe 
mi^  be  introduced  requiring  them  to  be  incrcafcd.  He  fuggeftedy 
dttt  on  fcvcry  day  appointed  to  ballot  for  an^  Eledion  Committee, 
Aere  ought  to  take  place  a  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  was  alfo  of  opinion  that  the  numbers  ought  not  to  be 
£mioifhed.  He  fuggefted  that  on  the  dzys  appointed  to  ballot  for 
an  Eledion  Committee,  there  might  be  a  ibnding  order  to  call 
over  the  Houfe ;  and  that  when  an  attendance  of  three  or  four  hun^ 
died  was  fecured,  they  might  proceed  to  appoint  nK>re  Committeet 
than  one  on  the  fame  day*  Thus  the  Houfe  would  be  fared  from 
awkward  predicament  of  being  obliged,  as  in  the  prefent  Parlia- 
ment,  to  appoint  Committees  at  the  end  of  the  third  feflion,  in  or- 
der to  try  the  ri^  of  gendemen  to  fit  there  as  M^bers.  On  days 
appointed  for  traniading  public  bulinefs  they  might  choofe  at  leaft 
-oat  Committee,  and  on  ordinary  days  they  might  proceed  \Hthout 
dday  or  interruption  to  their  firft  duty  of  corre£tly  afcertainlng  thoi^ 
who  were  qualified  to  fit  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  RYPER'o|>fedted.tD  Ihong  m^fores  being  adopted,  in  or^- 
4er  tD  oonpel  the  attendance  of  Members,  as  it  might  prevent  gen^^ 
denw  who  were  in  pairticuiar  fituadons,  fuch  as  lawyers,  mercbantsj^ 
and  peEfons-iii*  office,  from  taking  feats  in  the  Houle^ 

Mbr«  M.  A.  TAYLOR  fiud,  &at  if  gentlemen  thduj^t  proper 
Id  accept  «f  feata  in  die  Hoiifc,  they  ought  to  be  prepared  to  dif* 
doigetheif  datle?;  every  man  was  equally  bound  to  atte[pd  to  the 
bufineft  of  the  public,  and  there  ought  to  be  ho  diftindtidn. 

After  fooie  remarks  iifom  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  and  Mr.  Syl- 
vefter  Douglas,  and  a  few  words  in  reply  from  Mr.  T.  GrenviUe, 
kave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Lord  PARKER  iignified  to  the  Houfe,  His  Majefty's  pleafure  (o 
receive  thdr  adcfrefs  of  congratulation,  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal 
fiiglmefs  die  Prince  of  Wales,  at  three  o'clock  to  -morrow. 

Gaiesdl-SMITH  faid,  that  purfuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given 
en  a  former  oocafion,  he  rofe  to  make  a  motion  to  which  he  coiKei v- 
ectthat  there  could  not  be  the  fmalleft  oppofition.  He  muft  own, 
indeed,  he  was  rather  furprifed  to  underiland  diat  there  was  fome 
•difficiiiCf  enCertaihed  witli  refped  to  the  propoiition  whidi  he  meant 
ft)  bring. foiward,  as  nor  being  lan<^ned  by  any  precedent.  He 
ihoold  teiVe  dioi^ht  that  it  would  only  have  been  neceflary  to  leato 
.  die  dectfioQ  to  the  juftice  of  the  Ifcufe.  They  could  not,  widiin 
die  ffMbce  of  diree  ihort  moadis^  have  forgotten  the  diffinguiftei 
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meritt,  and  -golhnt  fervicet  of  the  brtve  office^,  to  whole  uKiiiay 
he  now  propofed  to  ere^  a  monument.  Here  General  Sinith  eo* 
Cered  into  a  rctiul  of  the  oondud  of  Captain  Faulknor  on  difieicnt 
occaiionsy  particularly  the  allien  in  which  be  loft  his  life.  Mang^ 
for  exertions  Icfs  meritorious  had  received  the  greatcft  rcwafds,  and 
been  elevated  to  the  higheft  honours.  He  quoted,  the  inilaiice  of 
the  liberal  provifion  which  had  been  made  for  the  nutnoHous  fimulf 
of  Captain  Farmer.  He  concluded  •with  moving^  That  an  humbk 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that  His  Majdfy  would  b« 
graciouflf  pleafied  to  give  diredions  that  a  monument  fhould  be  cccd* 
ed  in  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Petcr*%  Weftminder,  to  ifleiBo^ 
inory  of  Captain  Faulknor,  &o. 

.   Mr.  GF£Y  &id»  that  he  was  anxious  to  fooond  this  motion^ 
not  boc9iife  he  feared  it  would  want  the  fupport  of  peifons  of  greater 
influimQe  than  'hiuMrelf»  but  becaufci  -  fsom  infunteKtion  whidv  bt 
had  received  fr^m  ^  particular  f:hanneli      wasieiiabled  to  add  fame 
drcumftances  to  tbe  teftimony  which  had  jufi  been  bdl'iie  to  tbt 
ineiili»of  the  gallant  officer  who  was  the  objcd  of  the  motion, 
indeedi  as  the  General  had  fugge(bd»  there  was&pmdifficidty  aw 
tertained  on  the  prefent  occafion/  with  refpeftitb  precedsiit»  lim 
was  a  <»{cy  ip  whicji, .  ^f  alliothers,  prDcedent'i^i^  be  di^^ed 
with.    A  tribOte  of  natiqnal  yrefpeS  QndrBriaiiCide'«f^  4ae*to  Cof^ 
tain  FauU(nor)"iX>t  mcrdy  for  tdb-bdiavioiirin  tiicJt£dm  in  «wfaiifl| 
he  fell,  but  for  a  longtfenes  of  gaflant  iimncca  ih>thc  aaaA*^^  ^ 
hk,  wbkh)  :rhpugK(horrittdeeAi!^Ith'h:6^ 
iUu(fa:iousfro9i  tbe  nuiilbecaodibiinuuldyofhiBaa^ 
was  a  man,  the  admitallOn'of  aU  who  knew ium^'mtidTinitii'n'^ 
dition  which,  he  might  take  upon ^im!to<fay,.  wa9  diffiiiguflbd^ 
fnilitaiy  enterprize  and  conduA,  had  ilgnalized  iumfitf  ha/mH 
.|ieer$.    Mr.  Gre^/berc  ei^ed  idto  a  icdtal  of  the'pnAeidan 
his  conduA  on  different  occafioos.    iie  trofted,  that  on  ddsnMuA 
4>ar^  a  mdnilriMit'to  the  meftvny  of  an  officer,  who  after  lukving 
rendtrcd  tbe  0K>ft  eminent  feniaott  to  his  ootuatry,  badfattdaxoMsd 
withgloKy,  tl^t  there  wouU  riotibc^^ne^iiffentienfvoitef  iaitdifct 
all' would  cheaff«dly  coneur  in^png'a  iribute  ad&Idb  honooiabto 
to  lum,  whof^  msriti  it  waa^httcnded^to  icommemonte^  ^dnnit 
4vouId  be  forviceabb  to  t^  natkm,  -bjr  inTpiitng  in  odieii  $n'^taat^ 
la^onof  his  virtues. 

.    )Kfr.  WINDHAM  fiad,  thatfaefelthanfeifpfascdinanvfiA' 
Ant  liquation,  in  being  obliged  to  cqiixircrdKinofiofH^ 
6om  the  ardour  with  which  ic  hatLbeen'  brou^t  forwaidisgrthehP* 
noucable  gentleman,  and  which  mig^t give  tohiaopiMfition'Aeip' 
{jcanyafic  of  fome  difference  in  opinioiu  &r  ih  ftdW*  ^  ^ 
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hamtm,  was  more  ready  than  himrelf  to  ittow,  that'  no  zAioni 
taaU  have  been  more  brilliant,  and  no  life  more  ifluRrlous^  than 
Aofe  of  Capcain  Faalknor.    He  ^as  not,  however,  from  any  * 

;  fSdog  diathad  been  fidd,  relieved  fh>m  die  difficuly  wldi  refpeA  ta 
be^tng  a  monmnent  to  his  memory.  What  had  t)een  the  ruli 
cfaferrcd  in  the  cafe  of  other  meritorious  officers?  *  It  was  ncceffary 

i  eidier  to  look  to  the  principle  that  had  been  followed  in  former  in^ 
(bncest  or  to  adopt  fome  new  rule  of  adlion.    The  rule  hitherto 

'    editing  in  uiage  was  in  oppofltion  to  the  motion  now  propofed,  and 

I  Ibibade  tfaem  to  ^e  way  to  dleir  feelings  on  the  prefent  occafioh. 
What,,  he  alked,  had  formerly  been  the  cafe,  widi  refpeA  to  Caj^ 
tain  Gardener,  and  more  recently  with  refpeS  to  Captain  Courte* 
nay,  wbb  had  both  fallen  glorioofly  in  the  fervice  of  their  cbuntiy  ? 
Ndther  of  thefc  officers  had  any  public  monument  erected  to  their 
nemofy.    The  nde  had  been  only  to  ere£l  monuments  to  thofe  of- 

I    ficcrs  who  f^  in  great  and  general  anions,  though  the  merit  of 

j  Ihofc  who  perifhed  in  fcparate  actions  might  be  equally,  and  per- 
haps, even  more  diftinguiflied.  Honours  muft  go  "either  by  rules, 
or  by  diicretion.  If  the  principle  was  to  be  extended-,  why  fhould 
l»t  lieutenants  and  midfhipmcn,  who  lignalixcd  thcrafelves,  come 

^  in  fer  a  (hare  of  the  fame  diflinfiions  ?  What  he  then  objedled  to 
fai  tfieprefent  inflance  was,  that  the  claims  of  individuals  fhould  be 
ftno^t  forward  in  that  Houfe  for  fcparate  difcuflion.  It  was  not 
tnie  widi  rcfpefi  to  all  other  good,  diat  it  became  improved  in  de« 
grec  m  proportion  as  it  was  more  extenfively  communicated.  He 
wgrettpj  Ac  abfenoe  of  fus  right  honourable  friend  the  Secretary  of 
SiMe,  who  was  better  acquainted  with  the  rules  and  principles  upon 
vluch  fuch  motions  were  brought  forward.  He  had  given  his  opi- 
nion^ and  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  motion  in  the  mofl  refpedUul 
nff  fhould  move  that  die  other  orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  fhould  have  thought  it  wife,  reafonable» 
and  jufi,  to  have  at  once  affented  to  a  motion  founded  on  the  ground 
of  extraordinary  merit.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had, 
however,  tfiought  proper  to  ahfVdr  it  by  a  long  flory  of  a  rule  which 
no  where  appeared.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  laid 
dMm  a  voy  true  principle,  that  honours  did  not  become  more  va« 
ImtAe  m  proportion  as  they  were  hvifhly  beftowcd,  and  he  wifhed 
it  had  been  more  attended  to  in  the  didribution  of  the  votes  of 
Ihanks  of  hit  feffion*  Biit  would  the  honour  of  any  of  the  Britifh 
heroes  be  tamifhed  by  having  the  monument  of  Captain  Faulknor 
|faced  next  to  theirs ?  Would  not  the  catalogue  rather  receive  frefh 
splendor  from  the  addition  of  fo  illudrious  a  name?  When  the  right 
hanoaraMe  gentleman  hid  fo  much  fhrefs  on  precedents,  was  he 
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afraid  dut  the  precedents  for  ooniming  honours  on  fuch  lingular  and 
extnmdinaty  merit  might  become  too  numerous  i  He  was  fure 
that  there  was  no  precedent  in  which  fuch  a  motion  as  the  ptcfcat 
had  been  brought  forward  and  refiifed ;  and  he  trufted  that,  the 
Houfe  on  the  p^fent  occafion  would  attend  to  the  didates  of  their 
own  feelings  ^nd  the  national  hopour^  iadier  than  the  authonty  of 
the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  RYDER  defended  Mr.  Windham ;  but  cxpreffcd  his  wifli 
that  a  refolution  might  be  drawn  up,  fiating  the  reafon  why  the  tno^ 
tion  was  negatived,  that  there  might  be  no  room  to  fu(pe£t  that 
^ere  was  any  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  Captain 
Ifatdknor. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  diat  the  cfFufions  of  refpcS 
and  gratitude,  called  forth  by  extraordinary  exertions  in  the  fcrvice 
of  the  country,  were  equally  creditable  to  the  parties,  and  to  thcnn- 
ielves.  Were  they  to  be  fettered  by  rules  and  by  precedents?  N<v 
it  was  impoffible  to  reftrain  die  feelings  of  men.  He  remarked  the 
inconfiftency  of  thofe  who  fo  highly  extolled  the  merits  of  Captain 
Faulknor,  and  yet  xefufed  the  motion,  and  blamed  the  niggsirdli' 
nefs  of  honours,  which  charadtcrifed  the  fyftem  of  this  country.  In 
the  fcrvice  feniority  and  money  alone  led  the  way ^  to  proaiotion^ 
and  that  Houfe  had  only  the  opportunity  which  they  ought  never  to 
let  (Hp,  in  an  indance  fuch  as  the  prefent,  to  mark  their  fedingh 
with  rcfpcdt  to  exalted  merit. 

After  fome  explanation,  Mr.  Windham  profeffed  his  readineft 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  if  fome  mode  could 
be  found  of  adjourning  the  original  nK)tion,  in  order,  to  fearcb  for 
precedents. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fupported  this  laft  propofition. 
The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be 
now  read,  and  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

'f  lic  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  the  queftion  of  the  order 
<>ii\\c  d-iy  being  now  difpufcd  of,  he  would  move  that  thcdd)atcon 
'  the  o!  iginal  nwtion  be  adjourned  for  a  few  days— which  being  fc- 


M;.  FOX  rofe  immediately  and  laid,  that  after  attending  to  aU 
that  had  been  fpi>ken  of  rule  and  precedent,  he  muft  reprobate  in  the 
ftiojigcil  terms  the  motion  now  made;  a  motion,  which  he  would 
venture  to  fay,  was  one  of  the  moft  Indecent,  irregular,  and  dif- 
gmcctul,  that  could  have  been  made  in  that  Houfe.  He  wilhcd  to 
afk  on  tlie  fubject  of  rules  and  precedents^  by  what  rule  or  by  what 
precedent  they  were  to  cftimate  the  merits  of  officers  who  had  dif- 
tinguiaicd  thenrfelves  in  an  extraordinary  manner  i  how  could  fimi- 
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lar  iervioes  be  oompsiftd     and  how  could  niks  bc'inndc  to  direQ 
and  reg;tilate  the  feclii^  of  men  upon  fudi  a  fubject  r  In  his  opinion 
it  was  inqpoffibk,  and  he  hoped  he  would  hear  no  more  of  diat  fort 
of  aigoment.    A  fort  of  aiguroent  wluch  he  would  venture  to  fay 
never  had  been  ufed  in  that  Houfe  before,  and  one  that  he  never  ' 
diought  oould  have  been  vuged  ^ainfl  the  motion  of  his  honourablo 
friend.    But  when  the  conduct  of  Captain  Faulknor  was  admitted 
and  known  to  diem  all,  to  be  as  gallant,  heroic  and  meritorious,  at 
anj  that  the  page  of  hiftory  could  boaft  of,  it  muft  feem  radicr  ex^ 
traMonEnaiy  Aat  upon  lb  extraordinary  an  occafion,  a  motion  (hould 
'   be  made  for  a  Committee  to  fearch  for  precedents,  as  If  that  Com- 
mittee could  fi»rch  into  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  minds  of 
At  Piddic,  fer  the  de^ee  of  honour  the  country  had  reaped  from 
the  oondufi  of  a  brave  officer ;  the  degree  of  gratitude  which  his 
country  owed  him  for  his  fervices,  or  the  d^ree  of  warmth  witli 
whidi  that  Houfe  ought  to  exprefs  their  feelings  on  fuch  a  cafe« 
The  infbnce  of  the  illuibrious  Lord  Chatham  mi^t  very  properly  be 
faroug^  forward  in  die  prefent  occafion.    Did  it  enter  the  head  of 
ai^  man  at  diat  time  to  talk  of  rules  and  precedents  for  granting 
rewards  and  honours  fb  juftly  merited  I  Certainly  xiot,  and  the  cafe 
was  fomewhat  (imilar  even  upon  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
gcndeman  who  wifhed  to  fearch  for  precedents,  for  though  there  had 
been  many  able  and  (jood  Minlfters,  whofe  fervices  had  paifed  un- 
nodced  by  momunents,  yet  that  foh  of  negative  rule  was  not  even 
I     fiarted,  nor  did  he  believe  there  was  a  man  at  the  dme  that  could 
I  *  ha^  thought  of  it    As  to  getting  rid  of  the  original  morion,  he 
ms  extremely  ibrry  that  any  fuch  idea  had  ever  been  entertained  ; 
but  of  all  modes  that  could  have  been  adopted,  that  of  appointing  a 
Committee  to  fearch  for  precedents,  was  the  moil  unworthy,  and^ 
Jie  muft  add,  difgraceful  to  the  Houfe,  tliat  could  have  .been  fug* 
gdled.    This  Committee  were  to  tell  them,  he  fuppofed,  what 
Aeir  feelings  ought  to  be  with  rcfpedl  to  the  merits  of  brave  men, 
and  what  feelings  were  neccflary  to  cdnftitute  a  wifli  to  exprefs  a 
ienfe  of  graritude,  either  by  honours  or  re\;v'ards,  for  fervices  per* 
fenned  to  the  Public ;  to  decide  upon  the  original  motion,  was  the 
only  way  to  do  juftice  to  fuch  .a  cafe.    And  if  they  did  not,  and 
went  into  this  Committee  of  Inquiry,  he  wifhed  to  know  how  the 
Itftdtwpuld  afFc6l  the  Houfe.    If  upon  this  fearch  no  precedent  is 
found,  which  might  be  very  likely,  what  would  they  do  then? 
Periiaps  they  thought  they  enhanced  the  value  of  this  tribute  of  re* 
fpcfi,  by  confidcring  the  cafe  after  inquiry,  as  one  upon  which  only 
iudi  a  telUmony  of  national  gmtitude  ou^it  to  be  bellowed.  Again, 
the  much-aigued  point  of  rule  and  precedent,  he  would  lay 
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box  for  dl>  that  he  knew  of  no  fuch  role  as  ha(f  6een  aDudcd  tj^ 
tndhe  even  denied  tfiat  any  fu6h  exifted.  If  it  did,  it  never  had 
heat  ffaited.  In  the  caie  of  Z^rd'Chatfaam,  the  fhok  had,  mv/A 
thdr  credit,  in  his  opirfon,'  gone  gready  farther  than  vc6xig  i 
fnonnment  to  his  memory ;  they  amply  and  Ittyendly  prorided  fer 
family,  and  fmall  as  the  ftrare  h6  had'  'in  that  tran&6Hon,  there 
was  no  vote  he  had  ever  given*  that  afibttfed  him  more*  fatisfisEffion* 
Wl^af  was  the  condafl  of  the  H(»uie  upbn'diat  occafion-?  did  any 
body  think  of  leaofching  fbr  precedents  ?  No ;  die-  only  precedent 
flientfoned  was  that  of  the  Duke  of  Marlboroci^ ;  bat  in  his  cafe 
it  was  bccanfe  he  had  been  a  foccefsful  General,  and  by  his  vi^te- 
ties  had  efTeMtally  ferved  his  country ;  the  Hoofe  of  Commora^ 
howevei  ,  did  not  look  to  tfiis  as  a  rule  or  precedent,  but  cmiidering 
ihat  Lord  Chatham  had  likcwife  rendered  effential  ftrviccs  to  die 
StMe,  were  unanimoufiy  of  opinion  that  all  who  equally  promoted 
ibe  imerefh  of  die  nadon  were  equally  intitled  to  the  honours  and 
irewards  which  their  fervices  merited.  He  concluded  by  wannly 
ohorttng  the  Route  to  fuppnrt  the  originsd  motion,  and  to  refift  the 
•djoomment,  fbr  Ae  purpofe  of  appointing  a  Q)mmittceof  Inquiiy, 
as  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  character  of  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  highly  unpopular  and  diigraceful  in  die  eyes  of  tfie 
fbtdon* 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  that  gcntlenwn  could  fed 
no  difficulty  in  combating  aipnncnts  which  tfiey  dicmfdves  created 
for  the  purpofe  of  oppoiing  diem ;  yet  nothing  that  had  been  faid 
eould  al^  his  opinion,  that  however  meritorious  and  gallant  die 
Conduft  of  Capfldn  Faulknor  had  been,  and  nobody  fSdt  more  Aan 
he  did  a  proper  fcnfeof  that  brave  officer's  merit,  yet  he  muft  coo- 
tend  and  infift  that  in  all  former  times  our  anceftors  had  been  guided 
by  fome  rule  and  precedent ;  the  queftion  therefore  was  not  now 
whether  that  was  a  gpod  or  a  bad  rule,  which  might  be.aftcrwardii 
dMfeuflcd,  but  whether  it  would  not  be  wife  to  follow  the  lini  chalked 
out  by  diofe  who  had  gone  before  us.  Some  gentlemen  had  defpifed 
negative  rules,  but  he  rcalh'  thought  a  negative  rule  mi^t  be  at 
fbong  as  an  affirmative  rute»  He  recurred  to  the  many  ifiAaiiocf 
of  bravery  and  goodcondudl  that  had  paflcd  unnoticed,  fuch  as  C^^ 
tain  Courtenay's.— -Why  had  that  eagernefs  to  pay  the  tributes  du^ 
to  their  valour  never  appeared  ?  The  words  of  this  motion  fccmcd 
to  hidicate  that  the  gentlemen  diemfclves  knew  that  fuA  motions 
wiere  not  common  in  fimilar  circumftances.  With  regard  to  the 
inftancc  of  Lord  Chathiim,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  thae 
were  few  or  no  inlhnces  of  ftatcfmcn  being  rewarded  indiat  manner 
then,  and  tliat  inftancca  fimilar  to  Captain  Faulknor's,  of  goo(l  and 
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pShatt  conduct  tti  ofiioeny  were  imnwrouSy  andlappetied  daSjbodI 
in  this  and  ibniier  wm.  He  confideitd  hk  mcdon  at  not  oobf 
fcudent  and  veceSbxjy  but  as  proper  in  every  lefpeA,  and  denkd 
dot  the  delay  codd  be  difgraceful  to  the  Hoi^  or  diflionounibfe  tn 
the  memory  of  Captam  Faulknor,  -whether  the  refidt  of  die  tnquirf 
turned  out  that  die  dbjeA  of  die  motion  oc^t  to  be  granted  orie* 
fided. 

General  TARLETOl^l  bid  he  had  never  been  a  fervile  obfervct 
of  rules  or  precedents,  pardcularly  widi  refpe^  to  the  condufi  of 
officers ;  it  had  adways  been  his  vAih  that  dieir  condud  ihoidd  be 
canvaflcd  when  living,  and  honoured  when  dead.  It  did  not  bdoq(( 
ti>  their  diarader  to  court  oUcurity ;  the  more  notorious  and  poUie 
dieir  GondoS  was  made,  die  more  it  would  be  to  their  honour  if 
lig^,  sid  die  more  to  diehr  dlfgracc,  if 'Wrong;  the  more  bcnsfici* 
ally  woidd  it  -operate  as  an  example  or  a  warmog  to  others.  •  Ho 
l^poke  warmly  of 'Captain  Faolknor's  merttSi  and  in  fiqpport  cf  tbi 
{    orig^ial  queffion.  ' 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  made  an  high  eukgtiim  on  Aft 
I  fMrilB  of  Captain  Fauftnor,  but  diought  die  adjournment  of  tiiA 
qneftion  f^roper ;  becAiile  When  his  cafe  was  fully  inveRigated,  if  it 
wag  found  die  feiife  6^  the  Houfe  w:^  to  agree  to  the  original  liiotlOni 
k  woidd  rather*  tend  «b  enhance  than  diminifh  die  degree  of  Jdljpeft 
|aid  fo  his  memory. 

Si#  WILLI  AM  ?Ul.TO^EY  was  quite  agairfft  the  adjoUfi^ 
«ert  tiMic  d^te  ;'f6(i  aiguments  he  had  heard  relpefiingTules  ani 
freosdents^  he  thcHight  were  too  bad  even  to  be  li(tened'to^r  a  inoi- 
MT^  Md  as  td  dtt^^othi^  &tgu8iertt>  diat  dw  Inehds  i$f  thofe  wl^i 
4«l  b«n  neg^eili  would  have  a  tjght  to  cofriplain  if  this  txtbttlb 
was  paid  to  Captain  Faulkner's  memory,  he  denied  it.  Howcv« 
«tMidieir}fei><^GSMiIM  been,  coiiid  ihot!^  mattyrs  for  diecaufei^'dicir 
-cwm^  tik^>fyom  Ibiar  g^ves  to  fee  d\is  motion  p^s,  he  was  ftdb 
46^  f^nnm  wouWnft^/.**^  CeMui^y,  -erea  a  mooument-lo  diis'bm* 
^Htew's-Mc^Miy  fliMigh  k  is  true,  that  we  were  negleAed,  yet^norte 
of  us  would  wilh  that  he  (bould  be  fo  too."  This  was  the  miUMy 
ibdliig,  ^aM'he^tfi^d^lhe'fedihg'of 't^  «He  very'^much 

i  «tflHtod'^  idlttitf  gstdi^  fid  oTfuch  a  motion  as  die  hoiMttablo 
'  ^^mmkf^'h^^9fil^m^i^^ovk,  and  a  eondiia:fo  diiu«jetrtei% 
I  aq^le(«o  diae  vi^*h«  'Adoght'diclianour  of  fixe  Hwfe  and  ttta 
;    '«d|ib)r4emaii(M/    .r  -  .   -  -  • 

I       tt^  €OVRT^pAY  &ai,  dm  he  couM  -not  h^pitmlklng^ 
I     tePfimii  &%ee^  df  a  learnt  gentleman,  it  was  nccdSnry  that  an 
'tMm^.hof^^  he  iifaObdiaved;  or  even  if  he  had  IcA  his 

1KUb4Mtdo>>  myft  niflcc     feme-'fon  of  txde  deed  'to  his-mefta 
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t?ct«  n     :v  r  .  :;d  be  recognized  by  that  Hqufc.    And  thus,  it  vr3» 
thtt  iVx  g  ntlcmcn  oppofite  thought  it  ncceflaiy  to  check  the  glowing 
f;  ii  i*     that  Houfe  ;  eager  to  pay  honour  to  the  memory  of  Captain 
Fauiknor,  yvhioft  condud^  was  loudly  pratfed  from  all  fides,  as  if 
by  waiting  for  three  or  four  days, .  it  might  be  found  that  fomebodjr 
elfe  had  adted  as  well,  and  not  been  noticed,  which  would  be  a  pre- 
cedent either  for  rejci^ling  the  motion,  or  enhancing  its  value  by  the 
inquiry.   He  g^vc  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mi:«  Windham)  full 
credit  for  his  manly  and  liberal  feelings,  andbdicved  that  if  he  had 
been  placed  in  the  fame  fituation  with  Captsnn  Faulkner,  there  wa» 
no  man  more  likely  to  ha,ve  a^ed.as  he  did.  He  rather  felt  the  mote 
§ar  his  honourable  friend,  who  confidered  it  as  a  duty  impoled  upon 
him  to  oppofe  the  motion.  He  regretted  this  for  two  Ttsioas  ;  firfl, 
tbe  honouraUe  gentleman  bang  in  no  office  which  could  make  it  his 
Arty,  ^ind  fecondly,  the  abfence  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  aod  by 
tbe  way  he  believed  he.  was  purppfely  ^bfent,  wifliing  to  eacpofe  his 
honourable  friend  to  all  the  difficulty  and  odium  that  muft  attend 
even  an  official  oppo&tion  tafuoh  a  tneafure  in  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Commons*  He  adverted  to  the  di^rence  between  Captain  Courte-> 
nay's  cafe  and  Captain  Faulkner's ;  the  firft  was.  entirely  the  fingle 
lafe  o(  an  individual,  the  other  was  placed  ia  a  fituadon  in  which 
It  wa»  thoi^ht  not  individually  poffible  for  him  to  do  what  he  had 
^one.   He  followed  his  honourable  friends  in  what  th^  had  £iid  of 
Xrocd  Chadiam's  cafe,  native  rulQ$  not  b^ng  dioo^t  of  ia  diofe 
i^ys.  ..  It  might  have  been  faid       Lord  Godoli^n,  Lord  Somr 
anersi,  and  others,  had  been  gjreat  and  ufefvil  ftat^meo,  and  had 
pafled  unnodced  by  monuments  or  penlioasi  but  no  fiich  aigunrnti 
were  ufed  at  that  time,  nor  ought  they  to  be  Uftfn^  to^  the  Houft- 
jn  tbe£Tcfent  inftance.  f 
1   General  BRUCE  was  decidedly  for  die  potpoT^  ef  die  ori|pnaI 
motiqn,  and  would  have,  vioted  a^nft  the  order  of  d^d^  v  hut  bfi 
,«ould  not  fee  any  objections  to  the  propofed  adjpufrat^pnty  md  t^lg^ 
as  the  Houfe  would  be  better  s|ttended|  k.woidd  addxelpedt  to  the 
vote  they  gave.  ■  , 

^   JMr..  ROBINSON  faid  a  few  words  ag^inft  di^^MljouinniQer' : 
Mr.  I^ECHMERE  entered  inito  a  warm  eul^g^qm  on  thcmoAit 
vfervices^  and  g«nieral  chaii^/derjpf.  his  n)uch4afi)mi»d'4nd;jqM^^ 
iiriend  Gaptaia  Faulknor,  whom  he  hacl.lPK  known,  and  idnfe 
lofs  this  country  would  long  have  to  regret    He  W]as  deddodljr  for 
the  original  naotipa;  the  prideof  being  handed  down  id  pQftwtjr  fo^ 
.  great  and  gallant  a<^ions,  was  one  of  the  chi^  inducemenis.|ot{Kr* 
.  form  them.  He  reckoned  it  the  gjlory  of  bis  hwilj  that  an  ^^etfor 
.  ^  iaytf  tod  £iUen£loriouily  in  an  adtion  at  fcaj^  jLn  tbQ  mgndf  Q])^ 
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AnoC)  and  though  he  Could  not  be  pofitlve,  he  tatfaer  thought  thaC  , 
he  might  flate  as  a  precedent  that  a  tnonument  had  been  ereded  to 
Us  memory  by  Parliament* 

General  SMITH  acquitted  hlmlelf  of  taking  the  Houfe  by^iir-  • 
pijfe ;  he  ftated  that  an  hoitourable  gentleman  had  told  him  the  Se-> 
cfttaxy  of  State  would  not  be  in  the  Houfe ;  he  a(k6d  then  if  it  wad 
tvifhed  he  ihould  poftponc  his  motion^  and  was  told  no,  therefor^ 
it  was  unfair  to  make  any  fuch  charge  againft  hitn.  The  Houfe 
divided  on  the  quefiion  of  adjournment. 

Noes  29  ;  Ayes  25.    Majority  4, 

After  fome  converiattoriy  during  which  firangers  were  excluded^ 
the  original  motion  was  put  and  carried* 

fVednefday^  ti^th  Apfth 

At  two  o'clock,  the  Speaker  came  down  in  order  t(>  trdrtfaS  the 
private  bufinefs,  after  which,  attended  by  feveral  of  the  Members^, 
"he proceeded  to  St.  James's,  to  prefcnt  to  His  Majefty  the  Addrefs  of 
Congratulation,  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princ* 
cf  Wales. 

Tlmrfday,  ttih  April 

hx  four  o'clock  there  being  only  twenty- four  Members  ptefentj^ 
ihe  Speaker  adjourned  the  Houfe  till  to-morrow* 

frldwf^  fjih  April. 

.  The  SPEAKER  dated,  that  on  Wednefday  he  had  waited  on 
His  Majefty,  attended  by  feveral  of  the  Members,  with  the  Addrefs 
of  Coi^tulation  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  ^ 
of  Wales,  to  which  His  Majcfty  was^plcafed  to  return  the  foltewing 
moft  gracious  anfwer  ^ 

"  /  receive  with  the  mo  ft  cordial  ffitisfaSfion  tins  dutiful  and  l^t 
Aidrefs  as  a  frefl)  proof  of  jour  attachment  to  mj  perjon  andfamiift^ 
4md  of  the  warm  intereft  you  take  in  %vhatevcr  concents  my  domjUc 


.  Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  a  Mblc  Lotd  had  fometime 
(sxt  mentioned  that  there  were  a  great  number  of  wounded  failors, 
and  land  officers  confined  in  the  prifons  of  France  ;  if  fuch  was  the 
faft,  as  he  had  gpod  reafon  to  believe,  fome  means  ought  certsunly 
to  be  adopted  in  order  to  pn^cure  their  rcleafe,  and  if  no  other  mem- 
ber who  was  better  qualified  thought  proper  to  take  up  the  fubjcdj; 
be  fhould  at^ail  himfelf  of  an  c^portunity  to  bring  it  forward  at  am. 
iirly  period.  '  . 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  would  not  have  it  un- 
dcrftood  that  the  fubjedt  was  at  all  neglected. 

*  On  the  queftion  being  put,  That  the  Franking  Bill  be  read  z 
third  time,  Mr.  Porter  propofed  to  bring  up  a  claufe  to  prevent  the  * 
abufes  of  franking  at  the  Public  Offices,  on  which  a  converfation  of 
fomc  length  took  place  ;  but  as  a  Committee  had  been  appointed  to  * 
examine  into  thc'fiabje<5\,  it  ^n-as  agreed  that  the  debate  oh  the  claufe  ' 
(hould  be  adjourned  tilKMoncfaiv  fc'nnight. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc  itfelf  inta 
a  Committee  of  Supply.  The  accounts  of  the  dirtribution  of  dif- 
ferent fums  for  the  fervicc  of  tlic  year  1794,  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  t)efore  the  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  took  notice  of  a  diarge  made  for  a  new 
Navy  Board.    He  afkcd  whether  it  was  feparate  from  the  other  r 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  that  the  new  Navy  Board  was  appointed  for  the 
tmnfport  fervidb,  and  that  there  was  found  to  be  bufinefs  enough  for 
both. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid  that  he  was  fonry  to  obfervc  that 
while  the  cxpcnces  of  the  country  were  incrcafing,  the  patronage  of 
the  Ciown  was  alfo  extended,  and  it  was  doubtful  to  him  whether 
the  country  would  long  be  able  to  fupport  this  accumulating  preffurc 
of  exjxrncc  and  patronage.  If  nothing  more  fatisfaflory  was  faid 
on  the  fubje6>,  he  ftiould  think  it  neceflary  to  make  it  the  fubjeft  of 
a  future  motion. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  that  three  Commiffioners  had  bebn  transferred 
from  the  one  Navy  Board  to  the(^:her. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid  that  the  Public  derived  no  advantage 
from  this  diminution  of  Commiflionefs  at  the  one  board,  if  the  whole 
arrangQmonr  was  attended  with  an  additional  expcnce. 

Mr^Sccretar)'  DUNDAS  faid  the bufinefs  at  the  Tranfport Board, 
had  from  experience  been  found  to  be  done  well  and  o?conomically. 

^Mr.  FOX  faid  that  he  was  not  faiisfied  with  this  general  fort 
of  culo^ium.  He  wifhed  to  know  whether  th\s  New  Board  was 
attended  viith  an  additional  ei^ce,  and  if  fo,  in  what  manner  it' 
was  defrayed.        .       •  ^  . 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDXSftated  that  the  Board  had  been  cxifting 
for  fome  time,  and  had  teen  reguhrly  charged  among  the  other  ac- 
counts ;  the  expence  was  defrayed  by  the  different  departments,  with 
^hich  it  was  connefted. 

Mr,  FOX  fiid,  that  wherever  any  incrcafe  of  expcnce  was  found 
ncceflTary,  it  ought  always  to  be  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  clfe  an  incrcafe 
4night  in-^nc  way  or  other,  take  pbce  in^  the  Public  Expenditure 
to  an  unlimic<d  extent-    A  dcfultory  converfation  then  took  place/ 
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after  which  the  different  refolutiDns  were  wted,  and  the  Report  or- 
dmd  to  be  received  on  Monday. 
On  the  queftion  that  the  Scotch  Quota  bill  be  read  a  third  timr, 
General  MACLEOD,  after  adverting  to  the  tliinnefs  of  the 
Haufe,  obferved  that  the  regulations  of  this  bill  operated  in  the  na.- 
torc  of  a  land  tax,  and  were  therefore  in  diredt  violation  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the'  Union,  by  which  the  land  tax  for  Scotland  was  limited  ► 
to  48,0001.  and  declared  to  be  for  ever  fixed  and  irrevocable.  Be- 
fides,  the  bill  would  operate  differently  in  Scotland,  from  what  it 
did  in  England ;  by  the  hill  for  England,  the  burden  fell  on  all 
who  inhabited  houfes  not  exempted  from  raxes,  in  Scotland  it  would 
fall  entirely  on  the  land-holders  ;  his  own  fliare  would  amount  to 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  This  was  furely  a  partial  and 
oppreflive  i^ulation-  Not  lefs  opprcflive.was  the  niode  by  which 
Ac  land  tax  was  raifed  in  Scotland  ;  any  pcrfon  who  (hould  refufe  to 
pay,  was  liabTe  to  have  foldiers  quartered  upon  him,  till  fuch  time 
as  he  (hould  fubmit  to  the  demands  of  the  collcftors.  When  the 
land-tax  for  Scotland  was  fixed  at  48,0001.  it  was  in  the  proportion 
of  four  fliillings  in  the  pound  for  England,  the  additional  expence 
*of  34,6751.  to  which  the  land-holders  would  be  fubjcAed  by  the  re- 
gulations of  the  prefcnt  bill,  brought  it  Up  to  no  lefs  than  a  fum  of 
fcven  (hillings  in  the  pound  for  Scotland.  Such  a  grofs  infringe- 
ment of  the  articles  of  Union  on  the  part  of  Minifters,  was  by  no 
means  calculated  to  afford  an  encouraging  example  to  the  other 
country,  (Ireland)  with  which  .they  were  faid  at  prefcnt  to  meditate 
a  fimilar  union.  He  concluded  with  moving  tliat  the  third  reading 
trf  the  bill  (hould  be  put  off  till  this  day  fe'nnight,  in  order  to  afford 
dmc  to  contrive  fome  more  equitable  mode  of  carrying  its  regulations 
into  effea. 

'  The  LORD  ADVOCATE  FOR  SCOTLAND  faid,  that 
focfc  objedions  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  having  been  deferred  to 
folate  a  ftage,  and  full  opportunity  ^having  been  already  atforded 
for  the  confidemtton  of  the  bill,  he  could  by  no  means  ' confent  to 
the  propofed  delay. '  *  . 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  be  had  intimated  his  objcdlions 
to  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  at  a  meeting  in  Scotland, 
but  had  been  neceffafily  prevented  from  attending  the  Houfe  during 
the  former  ftages  of  the  bilL 

The  Houfe  dlyidcvl  on  the  qucftion,  that  the  third  reading  be  put 
off  till  this  day  fe'nnight. 

Ayes  6  •  Noes  35. 

The  bill  was  read  a  tliird  time  aod  palled. 
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Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Comrnittcf  ^  Sap- 
ply  ;  this  gave  birth  to  a  convcrfation  betwixt  Mr.  Hufley  and  Mr- 
Chancellor  Pitt. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wMhed  to  know  if  Mr.  Pitt  could  fatisfy  him 
with  refpeS  to  the  deficiency  of  land  and  malt,  the  lojin  iflTues,  djf- 
^unt  and  application  of  the  different  fums  to  the  public  fcrvice,  ac- 
cording to  the  Appropriation  acl. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  wilhed  he  could  gratify  the  ho- 
nourable Member  in  thofe  particulars ;  the  accounts  had  been  made 
made  up  as  ufual,  and  with  as  much  accuracy  as  po01ble.  Tb« 
land  and  malt  was  fuch  a  flu<5luating  revenue,  that  it  was  iinpof- 
iible  to  make  up  the  account  with  all  the  accuracy  that  might  he  de- 
fired.  ^  With  re/peft  to  the  loan,  the  abundant  influx  of  ready 
money  enabled  the  fubfcrlbcrs  to  pay  in  the  fubfcription  much  earlier 
than  ufual,  by  which  they  were  entitled  to  the  difcount ;  ip  future, 
he  thought  fome  limitation  to  the  mqde  (hould  be  adopted  ;  as  to  the 
iflues,  the  items  would  be  (b  minute,  that  it  would  render  the  ac- 
counts very  voluminous.  The  refolutions  were  then  put  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe 
the  de'ficiencies  of  land  and  malt  for  the  year  1 794."  Ordered. 

Mr.  Huffey  alfo  moved^,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
the  diflerent  payments  of  the  loan,  the  difcount  paid  on  each  inftal- 
xnent,  and  the  application  of  the  faid  payments." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  not  oppofe  the  modon^ 
but  thought  it  would  be  vciy  difficult  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  as  he  had  already  troubled  the  Houfe,  be 
wifhed  to  fay  .a  few  words.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
brought  in  his  bill  for  impofing  an  additional  duty  on  tea,  it  was  unr 
derftood  that  the  tax  was  to  attach  on  that  article  on  the  next  fale 
after  the  introduftion  of  the  bill,  which  was  rtot  the  cafe,  by  which 
it  was  infinuated,  that  thofe  who  were  in  the  fecret,  availed  them*" 
fel¥^  of  purchafing  lai]gc  quantities— thofe,  wholcfalc  purchafcrs  laid 
the  tax  on  the  confumer,  by  which  the  Public  loft  30,000!. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  votes  of  that  Houft 
were  the  only  proper  medium  through  which  the  proceedings  cf  that 
Houfe  were  conveyed  to  the  Public ;  and  that  Jt  was  well  known, 
Aat  a  tax  never  took  place,  till- the  bill  impofing  that  tax  received 
|hc  Royal  affent,  unlcfs  it  was  otherwife  exprcflci  in  the  votes. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcr\'cd,  that  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
Ibo  bill  for  i^ppofing  ah  additional  duty  on  wine  \  that  bill  was  iA« 
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tcoded  to  cfoftc  ittra(Bt£tiv4x»  did  not  ceeoUcA  tb^  it 

was  £»  ibtcd  in  the  votes. 

Mr.  HALI^EO  gpive  oplke,  that  on  an  t^rlv  day  he  Ihould 
move  for  a  copy  of  the  wanaot  froifn  the  crfficis  9f  the  Secretary  of 
StatCt  under  ^hich  Mr.  Sirothors  had  been  'apprehended :  alfo  the 
czamioatlpn  Mr.  brothers  before  the  Privy  Council^  the  pip- 
cee<fing|ft  and  verdidt  of  the  jury  in  his  c^ife.  If  thofe  papers  ihould 
'  be  granted,  hp  (hould  then  move  for  a  Committee  to  examine  the 
iaid  papers,  and  to  report  how  {^x  the  apprcheofion  and  deCenti<^ 
of  Mr.  Bcothery  was  legal. 

Tuefda^,  lift  April 

Mr.  T-  GRENVILLE  fnovcd,  "  That  Mr^  Fox  be  one  of 
die  M^magns  appointed  for  making  good  the  charges  in  the  impeach- 
ment of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.^' 

Mr.  FOX  lofe  to  obje^  to  this  motion.  He  fhted  that  he  w^s 
very  fimfible  of  the  honour  which  the  Houfe  intended  to  con&r  on 
him,  but  that  he  was  compelled,  in  juftice  tohimfelf,  in  this  ftage 
(if  the  bufinds,  to  fay,  that  he  could  not  help  obferving  there  was 
ibmething  very  extraordinary  and  particular  in  the  mode  of  pro- 
cec&f  on  this  fubjefl.  There  was  a  difference  in  the  mode  adopt- 
ed in  this  cafe  from  that  of  any  other.  The  proceedings  in  the 
.  Lords  a{^)cared  to  him  very  lingiilar  in  the  progrefs  of  this  impeach>» 
I  mem,  and  he  ihould  deem  himfelf  as  giving  caufe  of  oflrence  to  the 
Houfe,  if  he  (hould  omit  to  ftate  what  he  underftood  to  be  the 
nx)de  of  proceeding  in  the  Lords.  He  would  not  pretend  to  ftale 
in  a  regular  manner  ^ny  thing  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  that 
Houfe,  nor  were  there  are  any  means  of  forming  a  precife  judgi^ 
mcnt  on  the  buiinefs,  except  by  infpe£ling  the  journals,  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  Their  Lrordfliips,  he  was  given  to  underftand,  had 
caufed  certain  papers  to  be  printed,  under  the  iantftion  of  their  au- 
thority, containing  the  queftions  intended  to  be  pyt  to  each  of  their 
Lordihips.  It  was  not  his  intcnjtion  to  difcuis  at  prefent  whether 
any  particular  proceeding  was  or  was  not  neceflary  on  this  cafe  ; 
but  when  thofe  concerned  in  this  bufinefs  came  feriouily  to  confidcr 
tbele  papers,  be  fancied  that  feme  of  the  contents  would  coniiderably 
fuTprifc  them.  To  render  the  whole  as  intelligible  as  poflible,  fc- 
v«al  parts  of  the  charges  ought  to  be  taken  feparately,  particularly 
in  the  fourth  and  iixth  articles,  and  thofe  who  had  paid  attention 
to  the  fixtb^  would  fee  the  peculiar  ncceflity  of  its  being  divided  into 
*fiamt  heads.  Refpcfling  the  fixth,  they  had  not  ftatcd  the 
f^ot^  on  feme  pointt  of  the  firil  confequcnce  in  that  article,  thofe 
rflwdiaml  prefentf,    As  to.jbe  fecond  and  third  aruclQ^^^^ 
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proceeding  was  altogether  different.    They  ha'd  ftated  the  charge 
on  the  Benares  and  the  Begums  in  the  lump,  and  thofe  confiftcda 
a  great  number  of  articles,  whether  well  grounded  or  not  it  was  noi 
for  him  then  to  fay,  but  they,  as  'vC'cll  as  the  fourth  and  lixth  ar 
tides,  conlifted  of  fcvcral  charges.    The  Benares  charge,  in  par- 
ticular, was  divided  into  different  heads,  but  their  Lordftiips  had 
put  them  into  a  lump  as  well  as  the  Begums,  and,  according  to  th« 
manner  in  which  they  were  now  to  be  decided,  their  Lordftiips 
could  iK)t  by  any  means  give  judgement  diftin£tly-    On  the  7th 
and  1 4th  articles,  which  it  had  been  his  lot  to  have  the  honour  to 
ftate  to  their  Lordihips,  it  did  not  appear  that  any  queftion  was  to 
be  put  on  them,  except  in  the  way  of  a  fweep.     It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  take  any  ftep  himfelf,  refpeiKng  the  infpe^Hng  of  the 
journals  of  the  Houfq  of  Lords  ;  but  he  could  not  help  bringing 
.  forward  the  fubjeft,  as  he  thought  thofe  pnxecdings  might  be  at- 
tended with  ferious  conj^quences  in  this  country-    He  therefore 
thought  it  hit  duty  to  mention  to  the  Houfc  the  particular  circum- 
ilanccs  under  which  the  Managers  were  obliged  ta  enter  upon  the 
fulijcft  at  prefcnt.    Their  Lordfhips  had  proceeded,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  in  a  manner  totally  different  to  what  had  been  adapt- 
ed on  any  former  impeachment  that  ever  was  fubmitted  to  their  dc- 
cifion  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons.    The  novelty  of  the  procecdir^ 
made  it  neccffary  for  him  to  ftate  it  to  the  Houfc,  and  a  qucftion 
might  arifc,  whether  it  might  not  be  dcferving  of  attention  in  that 
Houfc,  orVhether  it  would  be  better  to  pafs  it  over  without  any 
notice.    The  Houfc  of  Commons  was  the  great  guardian  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution.    One  of  its  hrgheft  duties  confifted,  among 
other  things,  of  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  the  proceedings  of  all 
Courts  of  Juftice  in  the  kingdom,  and  he  was  happy  to  refle<9,  that 
even  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  were  by  no  means  pa- 
ramount to  that  conftitutional  funftion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
He  ihould  not  himfelf  move  any  thing  upon  the  fubjc£l,  bur  w 
whatever  way  this  afifair  might  end,  he  was  proud  to  fay  that  the 
Managers  had  always  been  feelingly  alive  to  the  di (Spates  of  their 
duty,  and  had  not  omitted  any  exertion  in  the  profecution  of  it>  or 
in  the  defence  and  maintenance  ^f  what  appeared  to  them  to  be  the 
honour  of  that  Houfe. 

The  queftion  that  Mr.  Fox  be  a  Manager,  was  then  put  and 
carried  ;  as  alfo  the  motion  that  Mr.  Shcritlnn  and  other  Managers 
be  afp(^i.nted,  and  that  the  ftanding orders  of  the  Houfe  on  the  6xb 
of  February,  1 788,  be  obferved. 

Mr.  Cb?.n.:elior  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fc- 
cortJ  reading  of  the  bill  for  augmenting  th^bi^lj^ @^g4Q'> 
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for  transferring  thofe  of  the  militia,  who  are  feafaring  men,  to  the 
navy ;  which,  after  a  fhort  convcrfation  between  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor 
sik!  Colonel  Sloane^  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GREY  prefcnted  a  pctiti6n,  figncd  by  the  Common  Office 
of  the  Guildingof  Dumfermline,  in  Scotland,  againft  the  war. 
He  then  moved,  that  this  petition  (hould  lie  on  the  table  with  *^ 
I  Ac  other  petitions,  which  he  was  of  opinion  called  for  the  immc- 
I  &itc  attenrion  of  the  Houfe.    An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wil-  • 
bcTforce)  had  formerly  given  notice  of  a  motion  which  he  intended 
to  bring  forward  before  the  end  of  the  prefent  feffion  ;  he  would, 
he  {aid,  much  rather  fee  the  fubjedt  remain  in  that  honourable  gen- 
tfcman's  hands ;  but  if  he  did  not  take  it  up,  Mr.  Grey  thought 
it  nccci&ry  to  fay,  that  he  himfelf  would  certainly  do  lb.    The  pe- 
dtjon  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
'  Mr.  HALHED  addrcffed  the  Houfe  as  follows :— When  I  had 
the  honour  to  make  a  motion  in  the  Houfe,  this  day  three  weeks, 
I  rthtive  to  the  books  written  by  Mr.  Brothers,  it  cannot  be  fuppofcd . 
i  that  the  aftual  fituation  of  the  author  was  out  of  ,my  mind  ;  vfjry 
I  fir  from  it.     I  had,  indeed,  on  that  day>  defigncd  to  bring  for- 
i  *ard  the  fubjcd  in  the  form  and  manner  in  which  I  now  prefent 
it;  but  altered  my  plan,  in  confequence  of  advice  from  an  honourr 
ablcMenib^,  my  very  particular  friend,  and  whofe  opinion  has  al- 
ways great  weight  with  mc.    "WTien  I  had  fo  deviated  from  my 
original  idea,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  told,  by  the  moft  rc- 
!   fpe£bblc  and  moft  refpeded  atlthoiity  in  this  Houfe,  that  the 
inotion  I  was  then  about  to  make,  was  exceedingly  objed^ion- 
ablc  in  point  of  matter.    In  this  fituation,  which  way  can  I  turn 
.myfelf  ?   What  rule  fhall  I  adopt  for  my  condudl  \  None,  none 
but  my  own  fenfe  of  duty/  A  confcientious  difcharge  of  thofe  func- 
tions which  the  Britifh  conftitution,  fo  juftly  venerated  by  all  of  us,  . 
has  configned  to  that  branch  of  the  Legiflature  of  whigh  I  form  an 
twwortliy  part,  muft  and  (hall  be  my  guide.    Independent  on  prin- 
ciple, and  attached  to  no  party,  I  will  not  fiindi  from  the  tafk  im- 
prfcd  on  me  by  circum'ftances,  or  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  hand  of 
I    Providence,  but  I  will  certainly,  by  ever)'  conciliatoiy  argument, 
and  in  the  very  fpirit  of  humility,  endeavr>ur  to  diveft  dilapjToba- 
of  its  firown,  and  difarm  prejudice  of  its  feverity. 
Sr,  the  papers  which,  according  to  my  notice  of  yePerday,  I 
ftall  this  day  move  to  be  laid,  on  your  table,  are,  firft,  A  copy  of 
the  information,  wjbatcver  it  may  be,  on  which  was^  founded  thpL  , 
i    Wanant  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departnvcnt,  by ' 
'    which  Richard  Brothers  was  arretted  on  the  4th  of  laft  month,  oh 
fuipicion  of  ticalluable  pfailices,  together  widi  a  ^^M^^^^  feo^^lc 
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Waitafit.  Idly,  ciamination  bcTortf  <iie  Privy  C5ouhcU.  And 
jdly,  Thfe  minutt  6f  the  w^iolc  proceedings  held  at  the  King's 
Arms  Tavcm,  Palslco  Yard,  on  a  ^rit  Lunattco  inquirendo^  to- 
gether with  the  vcrdi(il  of  th6  jtffy  theri  Impannelltd.  If  all,  or 
any  of  thefe  papers  ard  granted,  oA  thcfe  1  nieah  to  ground  a  nio- 
tlon  for  the  Hoafe  to  rifefolvc  itfttf  irttb  a  ComiArttec,  to  take  the 
•whole  matter  irito  confiderafion,  arid  give  fuch  relFef  thereon,  as  in 
ifi?  Mrifdom  it  fhall  deem  requifite ;  and  as  to-morrow  is  an  open 
day,  I  hope  I  (hall  he  indulged  with  fo  favourable  an  opportunity 
for  my  purpofe. 

When  I  reflcdl'  oil  the  fufejetil  of  riiy  nriotion  of  the  31  ft*  March, 
I  o^n  I  am  both  furprlfcd  and  concerned  that  it  fliould  have  expe- 
rienced fo  llftle  attention.    For  it  muft  liavc  been  dcmonflrably  evi- 
dent that  I  could  have  no  private  or  perfohal  views  in  the  bufiiiefs, 
c^eri  iff  had  not  fo  pointedly  difclaimed  them  ;  and  that  t}>e  difrc- 
gSird,  diflike,  contempt,  and  abhorrence  with  which  I  have  heard 
the  books  alladed  to,  occafiorially  branded,  are  neither  juft  nor  rca- 
fonalDle,  I  am  ftill  fo  ignorant  or  (b  obAinate  as  not  to  comprehend. 
But  when  I  conftder  the  exceeding' variety  of  tempers,  dlfpoiitions, 
chailafters,  and  purfiiits  ncceflarily  exifting  among  fo  many*  difierent 
pieifons,  that  I  (hould  not  have  found  one  gbntlenian  to  fecond  me, 
is,  I  coiifefs,  a  fubjed  of  n\uch*  aftbniftimcnt.    For  When  a  topic, 
pi'^^ant  with  religious  allufions,  and  profeflcdly  (even  if  we  fup- 
pofc  it  miftaken)  foiinded  on  Ae  grahdbafis  of  Chriftianity,  claim- 
ed nothing  more  than  a  deliberate  dirculfion,  where  were  the  promo- 
ters of  the  Sunday  Reform  bill  r    When  the  caufe  of  a  fuffcring 
ahd  perfeciited  individual' prefled  (though'obliqucly,  and  by  infinoa- 
tion  only)  on  the  notice  of  the  Hbufe,  where  were  the  meritonbui 
dcfcridcrs  of  Muir  arid* Palmer  ?  When  dangers,  however  vifionaiy, 
v^ere  announced  as  threatchlrig  this  Parlianoeht,  ahd  this  nation, 
^h^re  were  the  indefatigable  dete<5tbrs  of  the' affiliated  DenKxrratic 
Societies?*  When  iihputed'  infanity  was  offered  for  confidcration, 
where  were'iHc  invincible  bulwarks*  that  prislcrved  regal  ddiriom 
from  an  intrufive  Regency  r   Alasi  alas  !  they  muft  all  have  been 
fifek,  or  fleeping,  or  perad venture  on  a  jourrifey.    When  thefub- 
jefX  oi  univcrfal  peace  was  offered  as  a  matter  of  calm  n&sSaxxif 
where  were  all  the  ftrehudus^  arid  able  oppoferrf  of  the  prefent  cala- 
nfltbus  war  ?  When  l)olts  arid  hair's,  impriibnment  and  chains,  wens 
^iatheticallr  held  dp  to  vicw'for  coriimHcratioh  and  relief,  men  were 
peHcvering  denunciators  of  thfc  African  flave  tra<tp  ! 

Well,  Sir,  though  my  motion  of  diat  day  did  thus  furprifingly. 
fall  t6  the  ground,  1  muft  implicitly  thift  it  did  not  wholly  fail  w 
ICS  intexul«4  cfied,    Man/  gentlcrtieri,  I  ajBy^S!i@^|ftrerf^ 


r 


A.179S-  DEBATES.  iio 

Mr.  Bn)thers*8  books  during  the  interval  of  the  rccefs,  arid  fome  t 
knew  to  have  applied  for  and  received  them  from  the  author  him- 
fdf  prcvioully  to  that  period.    Wherefore,  though  by  my  former  ' 
iU  fuccefs  I  am  precluded  from  dircft  application  to  the  contents  of 
thofc  books,  I  am  perfe6\ly  warrantable  in  alluding  to  them,  as  of 
public  notoriety :  and  indeed  few  compofitions,  fince  printing  was 
firft  iaventcd,  have  excited  more  general  attention.    Any  man  who 
confiders  my  former  motion,  muft  at  once  difcover  that  it  led  to 
I  thofc  which  I  prefume  to  offer  this  day ;  and  I  fhould  have  thought 
myfdf  unpardonably  n^ligent  of  my  duty,  whether  as  a  Icgiflator 
or  a  Chriftian,  if  I  had  fuffered  the  buHncfs  to  evaporate  aftci^ 
once  taking  it  up,  without  at  leaft  ftraining  every  nerve  to  procure 
Snnc  fubilantial  redrefs  for  the  perfon  who  is  known  to  have  beea 
the  altimate  object  of  my  exertions. 
Had  I  in  the  former  cafe  fucceeded,  it  would  have  been  very  na- 
I  tuial,  Sir,  that  I  (hould  beg  of  the  Houfe  at  large,  to  point  out  any 
paffiges  in  the  books  I  have  mentioned,  from  whence  the  flighteft 
tendency  of  a  treafonable  intention  Could  be  inferred.    I  myfel^ 
know  of  none.   That  alone  which  had  been  hinted  to  me,  and 
which  I  had  any  reafon  to  fufped  as  in  the  remoteft  degree  liable  to 
fach  an  imputation,  I  clearly  explained  upon  a  former  occafion^ 
And  the  more  pointedly  to  evince  nay  perfcd  convidion  of  the  in- 
nocence of  thefe  books,  as  far  as  treafon  is  concerned,  I  here,  in  the 
hcc  of  the  Houfe,  adopt  the  whole  of  them  as  my  own.  1  fubfcribc 
to  every  aiTertion  in  them  from  the  firft  to  the  laft  {  I  make  myfelf  a 
confdous,  a  willing  accomplice  in  all  the  guilt  contained  in  them— 
**  Hdttis  conjitantem  recem"  and  I  defirc  nothing  more  than  to  be 
pocecded  againft  legally  and  up  to  final  judgement  and  fentence 
ufon  thofe  grounds. 

If  DOW  there  be  treafon  lurking  in  thefe  publications,  I  am  come 
HWtcd  beyond  all  evafion,  and  gentlemen  know  what  to  think  o* 
mc:  but  I  am  firmly  convinced,  no  fuch  accufation  can  be  thoughf 
to  attach,  and  thlit  I  am  in  no  danger.    And  as,  I  truft,  that  hit 
thcrto^  and  up  to  the  very  inftant  of  thefe  affertions,  I  have  eve- 
maintained  the  charader  of  a  faithful  fubjcd,  and  true  to  my  oatr 
of  allegiance,  I  (hall,  for  the  prefent,  venture  to  affumc  it  as  h 
;         that  the  writings  in  qucfticn,  as  far  as  tliey  go,  are  not  treaa 
fcnable.    Their  author  then  muft  liavc  incurred  this  dreadful  impu- 
I   tition  from  fome  other  circumftance.    Is  it  ofFenfive,  is  it  indcccn- 
;   is  it  unparliamentary,  to  inquire  of  what  nature  thefe  damning  cir- 
I   cumfiances  may  be  ? — for  I  neither  know,  nor  have  heard,  not 
can  poffibly  conjecture  any  one.    Laft  year,  when  various  pcrfons 
vcre  taken  up  by  a  fimilar  interference  of  tlie  Executive  Power^ 
Y01..XLI.  Dd  n  \ 
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we  were  fiiirly  and  candidly  told  the  grounds  of  their  arrcft  ;  Ae 
fbrmation  of^  or  connection  with  popular  focieticsy  formed  on  prin- 
ciples refembling  diofe  of  the  jacobin  clubs  in  France,  and  deemed 

'  to  be  equally  fabvcrfive  of  all  regular  government,  were  the  often* 
lible  plea  of  their  imprifonment.  Here  is  a  ground  to  (land  upon* 
Here  is  a  fed  held  up  to  the  warning  of  every  one.  To  be  Mem- 
ber of  a  club,  or  at  Icaft  of  a  certain  dcfcription  of  a  club,  fubjc^ 
a  man  to  the  fufpicion  of  treafoiiable  practices.  ,  Was  Mr.  Brothers 
inftitutor  of  any  fiich  club  r  Was  he  even  member  of  any  dub  at 
all  ?  I  anfwcr,  authoritatively,  No.  Well,  but  it  nnay  be  faid> 
If  a  number  of  pcrfons  be  aAleftcd  together,  even  wfthout  the  form 
or  name  of  a  club,  treafon  noay  fttll  be  diflcminated  at  fuch  aflfem- 
bly.  If  the  names  of  Prcfident,  or  Chairman,  and  Secretary,  be 
committed  for  thofe  of  Mimftcr  and  Clerk,  the  mtfchtcf  may  be 
fK>  le(s  ferious  and  no  lefs  apparent.  For  do  we  -  not  know,  that 
Oliver  Cromwell  was  himfelf  a  pmcher,  and  fubverted  the  Coiv> 
ilitutbnal  Goventment  of  the  country  by  means  of  field  preachers? 
I  anfwer,  Mr.  Frothers  was  no  preacher :  he  never  aflembkd,  nor 
thought  of  aiTcmbling  any  congregation  whatever ;  and  he  had  nei- 
ther more  intention  nor  more  appearance  of  coUeding  an  affembly 
for  fcditious  purpofla,  or  for  any  purpofe  whatever  beyond  that  of 
jjcneral  convcrfation,  than  you.  Sir,  have  at  your  levee^  or  the 
Prefident  of  the  Roj'al  Society  at  his  breakfafts* 

Mr.  Brothers  was  generally  at  home  a  few  hours  in  the  morning. 
Inclination,  curiofity,  example,  occafionally  belief  in  his  predic- 
rions,  induced  various  pcrfons  to  call  upon  hhn,  and  he  was  never 
denied  to  them.  Members  of  Parliament,  and  ladies  of  quality; 
have  met  there  without  blufhing,  and  without  offence.  Sometmics 
he  was  civilly  treated,  very  often  cavilled  at,  and  not  feldom  aWtf* 

.  cd;  but  he  was  uhiformly  calm,  obiigii^,  and  confifient  wjtfiall.. 
In  this  part,  therefore,  of  his  condudl  I  am  totally  at  a  lof»  todif- 
cover  any  outlines  of  the  traitor ;  and  if  others,  more  quickfighted 
than  myfelf,  have  feen  deeper  into  this  particular,*  I  hope  it  will  be 
communicated  to  us  this  day  for  general  information.  Aiguing» 
however,  from  my  own  pcrfonal  knowledge  of  him,  as  far  ai  it 
goes,  I  affcrt,  with  no  lefs  boldnefs  of  his  way  of  living  than  of  to 
books,  that  no  treafon  whatever  can  be  deteded  in  either* 

It  follows,  that  if  there  be  no  treafon,  there  muft  be  much  in- 
fanity  about  hhn.  For  fomething,  undoubtedly,  we  muft  afTumc 
as  the  caufc,  originally,  of  his  arrcft,  and  hitherto  of  his  imprifon- 
ment. By  what  teft  fhall  we  fly  him  on  this  head?  I  finccrdy 
hope  not  by  the  inveftigation  at  the  King's  Arms  Tavern  Jotif^^ 
proceedings  which  I  mean  to  move  for,  arc  fairly  bjrought  forwar^t 
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•sdoubtkrs  th^  will  be,  I  am  fure  I  (hall  pfove  the  evidcnce>  on 
dot  head,  lohave  been  completely  infufficient  and  nugatory. 

NoWy  Sir,  if  the  books  I  formerly  moved  for  lay  at  prcfcnt 
upon  your  table,  I  would  defire  neither  more  nor  better  evidence 
dbn  they  contain,  to  evince,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  every  reafonable 
[  maul,  diat  the  writer  has  not  the  flighted  tindure  of  infanity  about 
faim.    What  is  the  objefl  profeffcdly  propofcd  by  thofc  books  ? 
I  the  leftoration  of  peace.    From  one  end  to  the  other,  in  every  page, 
I  and  in  every  fentcnce,  wc  may  vifibly  trace  this  one  grand  promi- 
nent feature.    Sometimes  it  is  urged  on  the  fcorc  of  political  ad- 
vantage, fometimcs  on  principles  of  religious  duty :  here  it  is  re- 
CMmended  by  a  (hiking  pidture  of  its  beneficial  confequcnccs, 
there  contrafted  by  a  terrific  difplay  of  the  calamities  of  ^-ar.  The 
author  Ihifts  his  atguments,  and  diverfifies  his  reprefcntations,  to 
ftnteveiy  fpcdes  of  underftanding,  and  accommodate  himfclf  to  all 
:   the  various  clafles  of  his  readers ;  and-  Is  this  madnefs  ?    Is  that 
i   voCitinty  of  thought  and  fentiment,  which  in  all  other  writers  is 
;   deemed  one  of  the  firft  eifentials  of  genius,  to  be  wantonly  and  un- 
iedingly  miiconflnied,  as  the  wanderings  of  deranged  ihtcUcdt,  be- 
cauic  it  may  not  exactly  fuit  the  temper  of  the  times  ?  Forbid  it, 
*very  principle  df  virtue  and  juftice  ;  forbid  it,  every  fpark  of  hu- 
manity and  philanthropy !    In  proof  of  what  I  have  here  faindy  at- 
I    tempted  to  defcribe  I  might  appeal  to  a  thoufnnd  paflagcs  fcattered 
I    over  every  part  of  Mr.  Brothers's  works  ;  but  I  will  produce  only 
I    one;  it  is  in  the  4.1  A  page  of  the  fccond  book,  and  a  more  Ariking 
examine  of  found  abilities  and  corrcd  imagination,  I  am  well  per- 
fuaded,  could  no  where  be  fciedcd  from  Demoilhenes  or  Cidcro, 
or  any  other  of  die  beft  of  human  authors,  ancient  or  modem.  It 
is  a  comment  on  the  27th  vcrfe  of  the  7th  chapter  of  Daniel. 
In  what  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  ftatc  to  ihc  Houfe  on  the 
j    pitfcnt  occafion,  I  hopQ,  Sir,  I  ftiall  not  be  fo  widely  mifundcr- 
Ibod,  as  if  I  endeavoured  to  throw  an  odium,  or  fct  up  an  accufa- 
don  ^gainil  any  of  ^e  Members  of  Adminiftration,  or  any  other 
pcrfons  of  rcfpcftability  whatever  ;  I  have  no  fuch  intention.  If 
fpies  and  informers,  bafely  ftabbing  a  man  s  fair  fame  in  the  dark, 
bavemifled  the  candid  and  unfufpedling  minds  of  liberal  gentlemen, 
'    let  us  unmaflc  their  hypocrify,  and  refcue  their  victim  from  unmc- 
lited  punifhment. 

If  medical  pretenders,  by  reliance  on  vifionary  theories,  or  with 
a  deep-laid  plot  of  fyftematic  villainy  have  confpired  to  cry  down  a 
man's  intelka,  and  rob  him  of  Heaven  s  dioiceft  inheritance,  his 
linity  of  underftanding,  let  us  cxpofe  their  ignoranc<^  or  chamr 
tiiqr  dcpravi^  by  efibdlual  interference*    All  I  wiih,  is,  toprocure 
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rcdrcfs  for  an  undcfcrving  fufferer  Jsis  I  deem  him,  or  to  gain  fomc 
convi£tion  of  the  juftice  of  his  fufFcrings.  And  that  this.  Sir,  is  not 
Jin  eafy  matter,  nor  a  matter  attainable  through  any  regular  official 
channel,  I  hope  to  make  fully  evident ;  nor  indewi  do  I  know  of 
any  channel,  but  that  of  the  inquifitorial  authority  of  this  Houfe, 
by  which  the  relief  I  fpeak  of,  which  gentlemen  will  allow  rouft 
ncceffarily  be  prompt,  if  we  would  have  it  efficacious,  can  poffibly 
be  obtained.  The  perfon  in  queftion  is,  as  a  fufpefled  traitor,  in 
the  power  of  the  Secrctarj'  of  State — as  a  lunatic  he  is  immediately 
under  the  Lord  Chancellor.  If  I  apply  to  Chancery,  I  muft  cxpeft 
to  be  told  he  is  a  Slate  prifoner,  under  warrant  from  Government 
for  treafonable  pradices.  Jf  I  refer  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  Of- 
,  fice,  I  fliall  have  the  fame  anfwer  as  given  to  another  friend  of  hisi 

that  he  is  not  properly  under  that  department,  but  as  a  lunatic  is 
to  be  fent  to  fome  hofpital,  where,  perhaps,  by  leave,  of  the  Go- 
/         vernor,  I  may  be  permitted  to  fee  hira."    Between  thele  two  noble 
perfonages,  whilfr  I  am  bandied  about  as  a  (huttlccock,  Mr.  Bro- 
thers may  be  transferred  to  a  third  or  a  fourth  department  whither  all 
my  induftry  may  be  exerted  in  vain  to  trace  him.    All  I  require,  . 
therefore,  is  to  difcover  with  precifion  whether  this  Mr.  .Brothers  >. 
be  a  traitor  or  a  lunatic.    He  may  poflibly  be  neither  :  but  it  »  •] 
morally  certain  he  cannot  be  both.    I  neither  wiih  to  palliate  any  ' 
crimes  he  may  have  committed,  nor  to  fcrecn  him  from  any  merited 
punifliment  of  the  law. 

A  few  words  more.  Sir,  and  I  am  done.  I  have  caufed  to  be 
delivered  at  the  door,  a  printed  paper,  written,  I  confefs,  partly  on 
another  liibjedl  tha'a  pcrfonal  controverfy,  though  bearing  immedi- 
;itely  alfo  on  my  prefent  motion.  I  moft  fincerely  apologize  for  its 
intrufjon,  and  I  hope  I  fliall  be  forgiven,  when  I  mention,  that  it 
is  done  precifcly  for  the  purpofe  of  toking  (hamc  to  myfclf,  in  hav- 
ing there  inferted  a  propofition  which  is  not  warranted  by  fad. 

As  far  as  that  affertion  goes,  I  can  fay  nothing  in  my  own  de- 
fence. I  admit  it  to  be  felfe,  and  I  alk  pardon  for  its  infertioo, 
I  have  there  faid,  that  "  the  verdift  of  lunacy  was  brought  in  at 
the  very  meeting  before  ever  the  perfon  to  be  decided  on  was  ex- 
amined at  all,"  and  I  now  know  that  his  examination  was  previous 
to  the  verdict — they  had  only  made  up  their  minds  to  it,  before 
they  faw  him.    I  eat  my  words. 

Now  with  refpea  {o  the  documents  which  I  move  for,  they 
pannot,  I  think,  betray  any  fecrets  of  State.  For  if  there  exifts  a 
plot,  of  which  Government  wifhcd  to  explore  the  diiFcrent  ramifi- 
♦:ations,  before  they  promulgate  their  information,  I  think  the  vcr- 
ilid  of  luiiacy  is  efiedually  done  away.    A  confpiracy  headed'by  a 
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madman  can  be  no  vciy  tremendous  objcft,  nor  do  I  think  his  ac- 
complices could  have  lb  long  lain  hid,  when  their  chief -was  in  con- 
finement, and  if  this  fuppofed  confpiracy  lay  in  his  books,  why,  af- 
ter the  open  warning  I  gave  three  weeks  ago,  has  no  ftep  taken 

I    to  impede  their  circulation  ? 

The  examination  before  the  Privy  Council  I  am  pretty  well  af- 
fared,  may  be  publifticd  without  any  danger.  All  was  politenefs, 
candour  and  good  fcnfe  in  that  quarter:  and  though  curiofity  might 

I    be  gratified  by  the  publication,  no  new  article  would  from  thence  be 
added  to  the  catalogue  of  treafon. 

Of  the  verdid  of  infanity  I  have  little  to  fay.  The  jurymen 
thcmfelves  are  not  very  confillcnt  in  their  accounts  of  it,  which  may 
a  little  palliate  the  error  I  have  acknowledged ;  but  if  their  pro- 
ceedings be  granted  to  my  motion,  opinion  then  will  have  fomething 
folid  to  refi  on. 

I  now  conclude,  mod  earneftly  entreating  gentlemen  to  confidcr 
tbcmfclves  as  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  Btitifli  nation,  to  be  mc- 
ritorioufly  employed  in  redrefling,  where  it  may  be  poffible,  theac- 
ddental  oppreflions  of  any  on't  Britifh  individual,  however  obfcurc, 
and  I  hope  that  a  man  who  hq^s  creditably  ferved  his  King  and 
coontry  in  the  Royal  navy,  the  pride  and  the  bulwark  of  the  Em- 
pire, will  never  appeal  in  vain  to  a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  therefore  move,  "  that  a  copy  of  the  warrant  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  apprehending  of  Richard  Brothers,  be  laid  before 
tiiis  Houfe,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  information  on  which  that 
arrant  was  grounded." 

Mr,  Halhed  having  given  in  his  motion,  the  Speaker  alked, 
who  fcconds  this  motion  ?  There  being  no  anfwer,  the  Speaker 
as  this  motion  id  not  feconded,  it  cannot  be  put  from  the 
Cbaiu 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  alluded  to  what  had  been  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Grey,  when  he  prefented  a  petition,  the  intention  of 
iphich  he  had  given  notice,  of  bringing  forward  a  motion  in  that 
Houfe.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  upon  that  fubje<St,  and  he 
could  now  (late,  that  his  object  was  to  facilitate  the  obtaining  of 
peace.  He  could  not  tell  precifely  when  he  fhould  move  itt,  He. 
Aought  that,  perhaps,  it  would  be  as  well  to  defer  it  to  the  latter 
.  end  of  die  fcilion.  Several  gentlemen  whifpered— -When,  when. 
In  anfwer  to  which  Mr.  Wilberforcc  faid,  perhaps  this  day  fort- 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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Wednejdaj^  %ld  April. 


The  Houfe  having  rdblved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Wayi 
and  Means, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  fum  of  2,39 5,000!.  be 
tinted  for  the  fervice  of  His  Majefly  from  the  furplus  of  the  Con- 
£didated  Fund.  Agreed-- >The  Houfe  adjourned* 


A  meiTage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their  7x)rd- 
(hips  had  agreed  to  feverai  bills,  and  paffed  o&ers,  to  which  they 
dcfired  the  concurrence  of  that  Houfe. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  gave  notice,  diat  to-morrow 
he  Ihould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  relieve  innkeepers  of 
part  of  the  burdens  under  whid)  they  at  prefent  labour,  and  alfo 
that  he  (hould  have  a  proportion  to  fubmit  on  the  eilimates  ichich 
were  now  before  the  Houfe. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  he  undcrftood  from  public  rumour, 
that  on  account  of  the  prefent  dcarnefs  of  provifions,  His  Majcftjr 
had  given  dircdions  for  an  allowance  of  nine-pence  a  week  to  all 
non  commiiTioned  officers  and  privates.  The  General  Miflicd  to 
know  of  the  Secretary  at  War  if  that  rumour  was  right.  If  it  was, 
he  (hould  have,  fonlething  to  obfcrvc  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  fubj«S. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  did  nof  prccifely  know  to  what 
order  or  dircftion  the  honourable  Member  alluded.  It  had  been 
propofcd  that  bread  (hould  be  given  to  the  foldiers  in  kind,  inftcad 
of  money  to  purchafe  it,  by  way  of  avoiding  the  inconvenience  arif- 
ing  from  the  deamefs  of  it;  and  that  was  the  only  thing  he  knew 
of,  that  feemcd  to  apply  to  the  fubjefk  to  which  the  honourable 
Member  alluded. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  the  allowance  he  alluded  to, 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  ordered  within  this  week. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Dutch  Property  bill. 

Mr.  RYDER  then  opened  the  general  nature  of  the  bill.  It 
was  an  amendment  of  the  bill  of  this  feffion  for  regulating  the  im- 
portation, ice.  of  Dutch  property. 

General  MACLEOD  did  not  oppofe  the  bill,  but  he  wiftcd 
the  Houfe  to  obferve  that  Minifters  had  been  mod  culpably  negli- 
gent in  not  brinpng  it  forward  fooner  ;  if  they  had,  great  advan- 
tages would  have  arifen  to  this  country  out  of  it ;  for  by  die  gene- 
ral derangement  of  the  public  affairs  of  almoft  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, England  might  have  become  the  depot  of  almoft  all  ll^^ 
moveable  property  of  Holland. 
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Mn  RYDER  £ucl,  that  if  tbc  honourable  gentkman  had  hap* 
pcncd  to  attend  his  duty  in  Parliament,  early  in  the  prefent  feffion^ 
I  he  would  have  known  that  Adminiftratioh  had  done  the  very  thing 
ufaich  he  now  accufed  them  of  negleding.    They  had  taken  the 
cuiicft  poflible  opportunity  for  regulating  the  mode  of  legally  im^ 
pordRg  pxjperty  from  Hdland.    They  had  gone  farther,  for  thejr 
bad  advifed  the  iiTuing  an'order  in  Council  for  that  purpoTe,  before 
an  ad  could  be  pafledj  a  thing  in  itfelf  illegal,  but  which  was  juf<* 
tified  by  neceffity,  and  therefore  the  parties  concerned  in  adviiing 
it  were  indemmiied. 
!       Genend  MACLEOD  felt  no  difficulty  in  believing  the  account 
of  Ac  illegality  of  the  conduft  of  His  Majcfty's  prefent  advifers, 
but  he  would  fiill  aiTert  what  he  wifbed  the  Public,  through  the 
meditun  of  that  Houfe,  to  know,  that  in  confequence  of  the  negli* 
fence  of  Miniders,  a  great  deal  of  Dutch  property,  which  ought 
to  have  come  to  England,  went  to  Hamburgh  and  Dantzic.  He 
defied  Minifters  to  deny  thk  aiTcrtion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  utras 
to  go  info  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for  augment- 
ing tho  Rf^al  corps  of  artillery,  and  for  providing  for  the  navy^ 
(raiartng  men  out  of  the  milida. 

Tiie  Houfe  being  in  a  Committee,  he  propofed  three  claulcf  • 
The  firft  had  for  its  (^jc<ft,  the  regulating  die  power  of  o/Hcers^ 
during  the  abfence  of  the  Commander.  The  fecond  for  regulating 
the  law,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  were  officers  in  the  militia,  and 
officers  alfo  in  tbc  fcncibles.  The  third,  rcftoring  to  His  Majefty^ 
*  the  power  of  difmifling  officers,  in  certain  cafes  out  of  the  militia,  9 
fowct  which  the  Crown  had  had  ever  fince  the  eftabliihment  of  that 
fcody  until  the  pafilng  of  the  bill  in  the  year  1786,  That  power 
of  the  Crown  was  then  omitted,  whether  inadvcrtendy,  or  by  de-» 
fign,  he  was  unable  to  learn ;  but  he  faw  no  reafon  for  the  omiflion, 
0^  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  a  ncceiTary  power. 

Upon  each  of  thefe  claufes  there  was  fome  converfation*  On  the 
bft,  General  Madeod  faid,  it  was  a  dai^erous  pbwerto^  in  the  ' 
I  hands  of  the  Crown.  It  was  well  known  that  one  of  the  moft  fplen* 
did  ocadons  that  were  ever  made  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  was 
^V^ft'Ae  life  of  the  pjciogativc  of  the  Crown,  in  difinifling  an  of^ 
far  in  the  regulars*    If  it  was  a  dangerous  power  over  the  regulars. 


Colonel  Sloane,  Mr,  Baftard,  and  other  officers  in  the  militia, 
spproved  of  the  claufe  ;  Mr.  Courtcnay  was  againft  it ;  after  a  (hort 
mvedation,  the  Committee  divided, 

For  tl^c  Claufe,  455    Againft  It,  8. 
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The  bill  then,  with  all  the  cUufes,  psifled  the  G)mmlttec. 


Mr.  ERSKINE  prcfcnted  a  petition  from  the  Mayor  and  inha- 
bitants of  Portfmouth,  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  to  the 
prefcnt  high  price  of  provifions.  The  petition  ftated>  that  the  prc- 
fent  high  price  of  provifions  Was  attended  with  great  diftrefs  to  the 
lower  clafTes,  and  had  a  tendency  to  excite  public  difcontent ;  and 
prayed  that  the  Houfe  might  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  to  their  wifdom 
(hould  fccm  meet,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  prevent  the 
tumult  which  it  might  otherwife  occafion. — The  petition  was  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  tht  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee upon  the  bill  to  regulate  the  law,  with  refpedi  to  ballots  in 
cafes  of  controverted  eledions. 

r  Mr.  FOX  objedled  to  the  claufe  diminifhing  the  number  of 
Members  required  to  be  prefcnt,  before  the  Houfe  can  proceed  to 
ballot.  He  faid, '  that  he  could  wilh  the  number  rather  to  be  in- 
creafed  than  diminiflied,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuggefied,  that  fome 
mode  ought  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  compel  the 'attendance  of 
Members, 

Mr.  GREN  VILLE  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  num* 
ber  of  75  would  be,  in  nrfany  refpeds,  more  convenient  for  the 
Houfc,  inftcad  of  the  100  Members,  who  formerly  were  required 
to  be  prefent.  The  number  he  ftiould  propofe  to  form  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  1 1,  to  which  7 5  bore  nearly  the  lame  proportion, 
as  100  to  1 5. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  did  not  objc<ft  that  the  proportion  of  75 
was  not  great  enough  to  the  number  of  1 1  Members  propofed  to  be 
chbfen,  bu,t  that  it  was  not  great  enough  to  558  Members  of  the 
Houfe,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  attend  on  fuch  occaiions.  Out  of  the 
whole  number,  it  furely  was  not  unreafonable  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  1 00.  He  thought  that  there  was  a  very  great  obje<ftion  to 
the  dedfion  of  cafes  of  controverted  dedions  falling  into  die  hands 
of  a  few  Members. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  fliould  confider  it  as  difgraccful  to 
the  Houfe,  if  when  Members  were  found  to  negled  their  duty* 
inftcad  of  fceking  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the.  inconvenience,  they 
(hould  be  intent  only,  under  the  fhapc  of  a  regubtion,  to  introduce 
an  apology  for  their  own  rcmiffncfs.  After  a  very  long  and  deful- 
eory  converfatlon,  it  was  underftood  that  the  number  ftiould  continue 
•as  formerly  to  be  loo.    It  was  then  debated  whether  the  numbtf 


Friday;  24Jh  JpriL 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  ^09 

I  ftrud  fhould  be  retained  at  49,  or  reduced  to  27,  a  divifion  took 
I  jtocc,  when  there  appeared 

[     For  the  original  number  53  ;  Againft  it  37.'    Majority  16. 
The  Chairman  reported  progrefs,  and  the  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  fit  again  on  Thurfday. 

Lord  MILTON  faid,  that  he  wiflied  for  .a  moment  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  circumAance  which  had  lately  taken 
place  in  a  neighbouring  ki  ngdom — the  difmiflion  of  Earl  Fitzwil  Ham 
from  the  high  iiruation  which  he  held  in  the  Government  of  Ireland. 
I  He  underftoiod  that  on  a  former  occafion  a  right  honourable  gentlc- 
i  nan,  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  faid,  whatever  might  be  the  caufes  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  noble  Lord,  no  blame  whatever  attached  to  His  Ma- 
jc%  s  Minifters  in  this  country  ;  an  affertion  which  feemed  to  imply^ 
that  the  blame  rauft  neceffarily  attach  elfewhere.  It  was  proper  that 
tberc  (hould  be  fome  inquiry  made  into  the  grounds  of  this  infinu- 
ation,  in  order  to  afcertain  to  what  quarter  the  blame  really  belonged. 
He  wiihed  therefore  to  know,  whether  Miniftcrs  were  prepared  to 
appoint  a  day  for  the  inveftigation  of  the  fubje<9:. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  all  whp  had  heard  him  on  the 
firmer  occafion  would  be  fenfible  that  he  had  then  faid  nothing 
which  called  upon  him  to  appoint  any  day  for  the  inveftigation  of 
4c  fubjcft,  or  made  him  feel  it  as  any  part  of  his  duty  to  enter  at 
all  into  the  difci^on. 
Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  he  could  not  help  feeling  fomc  degree 
j  (^indignation,  that  Miniftcrs  fhould  come  forward  to  afllert  that  no 
I  blame  attached  to  them,  and  afterwards  decline  to  appoint  a  day  of 
I  wtjuiiy,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  exculpation  tp  thofc 
I  who  were  the  objefls  of  their  infinuated  cenfure.    The  whole  of 
Ac  tranfaflion  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord  was  now  before  the 
Public,  and  perhaps  Miniftcrs  aded  wifely  in  fhrinking  from  in- 
<pary,  as  they  muft  be  well  aware  that  tlieir  fharc  in  the  bufinefs 
^  of  fuch  a  nature  as  could  by  no  means  bear  inveftigation.  But 
I  *ou^  they  might  be  difpofed  to  flinch  from  the  queftion,  it  became  , 
[  that  Houfe  to  adopt  a  different  condudt.    When  fuch  ferious.con- 
j  %icnccs  had  been  produced ;  when  a  whole  country  had  been 
4nwn  into  a  ftate  of  extreme  agitation,  and  an  opening  afforded  for 
*c  worft  confequences  of  politic4  diffention  ;  when  the  union  of 
4c  Britifh  empire  had  been  endangered,  at  a  period  too,  when  its 
important  intercfts  were  at  ftakci  it  was  proper  that  there  fhould 
be  feme  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  thefc  alarming  evils,  in  order  to 
afcertain  who  were  the  men  from  whofe  mifcondudl  they  originated* 
Widi  this  view  he  fhould  propofe  fome  day  to  be  appointed  for  the 
«»fidcration  of  this  momentous  fubjea.    An4  he  tribady ^Othgle 
Vai.  XLL  Ee 
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Hoofe  would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  enter  into  the  dUbuflton'  from 
whatever  quarter  the  propofitton  might  proceed.  He  concluded  with 
giving  notice  that  on  the  firft  open  day  he  (hould  move  for  a  day  Co 
be  appointed  for  the  Hcufe  to  inditutc  an  inquiry  into  the  grounds 
6f  the  difmilTion  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  horn  the  fituation  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.— Friday  next  was  the  day  appointed  for  the 
motion* 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  in  a  bill  to  «^ilatc  the 
quartering  of  foldicrs  upon  inn-keepers  ;  which  was  read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday  next. 

Monday,  2'jfh  April, 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prcfentcd  a  petition  from  the  Briti(hfer* 
vants,  complaining  of  the  encouragement  given  to  foreigners ;  but 
no  Member  appearing  to  fecond  it,  it  could  not  be  laid  upon  die 
table. 

Mr.  POWYS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  more  cflfeiflually  preventing  deficient  weights  and 
falfe  balances. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  down  the  following  meflage  ftom 
His  Majefty,  which  was  read  by  the  Speaker: 

"  GEORGE  R. 

His  Majejfy  relies  on  the  liberality  and  affeBim  of  his  faithful 
Commons,  and  in  the  cordial  interejl  which  they  have  manifejied  in  tke 
happy  event  of  the  nuptials  of  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  JVaUs,  tbgt 
they  will  be  ready  to  concur  in  fuch  provifon  as  tijey  may  judge  necejjhrjf 
to  enable  His  Majejiy  to  fettle  an  eJlMiJhment  for  the  Prime  miJ 
Princefs,  fuited  to  their  rank  and  dignity* 

"  On  an  occafion,  in  all  other  refpeHs  fo  fatisfaSlory^  His  Majefij 
feels  the  deepeft  regret  in  being  under  the  necejjity  of  communicating  t§ 
the  Hoiffe,  that  the  benefit  of  any  fettlement  to  he  now  made,  cannot  he 
iffeSluMy  fecured  to  the  Prince  of  fFales,  without  providing  the  means 
pf freeing  him  from  incumbrances  to  a  large  amount,  to  which  he  is  now 
fubjeSi. 

Anxiota  as  His  Majejiy  muJI  neceffarily  be,  particularly  under 
the  prefeHt  circumftanees^  to  relieve  the  Prince  of  fFaks  from  thefe  Sf- 
fculties,  fits  Majejiy  entertains  no  idea  ofpropojing  to  his  ParliaMeifi 
to  mate  any  prowfion  for  this  obje£f,  otherwife  than  by  the  appUcatioH  ff 
etfart  of  the.  income  which  may  be  fettled  on  the  Prince  ;  but  he  earneftf 
rsemmends  it  to  the  Houfe,  to  conjider  of  the  propriety  tf  thus  prsvidii^ 
fer  the  jradual  dif charge  of  thefe  incumbrances,  by  appropriating  ad 
/ecuringfor  a  given  term,  the  revenues  arifingfrom  the  Dutchvof  Cffn- 
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wrf?,  tsgether  with  a  proportion  of  the  Prince's  other  annual  iricme  : 
Old  His  Maje/fy  will  be  ready  and  dejtrous  to  concur  in  any  provijions 
vHcb  the  wi/dom  of  Parliament  may  fuggefi,  for  the  purpofes  of  eftah^ 
ffing  a  regular  and  punSlual  order  of  payment^  in  the  Prince's  future 
ttfenditurey  and  of  guarding  againft  the  poffibility  of  the  Prince  being 
qain  involved  in  Jo  pairful  and  embarrajjing  a  Jituation,     "  G.  R." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  that  this  melTage  be  cefer- 
led  to  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Cdond  STANLEY  defired,  that  His  Majefty's  meflage  of  tht 
2iftMay,  1787,  be  read. 

Mr.  GREY  obfervcd,  that  it  ^as  very  important  for  the  Houfe 
to  hear  that  Meflage,  and  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  in  anfwer  to  it. 

They  were  both  therefore  read. 

The  MeiTage  was  as  follows : 

**  GEORGE  R. 

•*  It »  with  great  concern  His  Majefty  acquaints  the  Houfc  of  Com* 
nans,  that  from  the  accounts  which  have  been  laid  before  His  Alajefly 
bj  the  PriDce  of  Wales,  it  appears  that  the  Prince  has  incurred  a  debt 
toaiar^  amount,  which,  if  left  to  be  difcharged  out  of  his  annual  in* 
come,  would  render  it  impoffiblc  for  him  to  fupport  an  eflablifliment  fuited 
to  his  nak  ai^i  flation. 

"  Painful  as  it  is  at  all  times  to  His  Maiefly  to  propofe  an  addition  to 
thcbca?y  expences  ncceffarily  borne  by  his  people,  His  Majefty  is  in- 
from  his  paternal  affe6tion  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  recur  to  the 
ubenlitj  sod  attachment  of  bis  faithful  Commons  for  their  affifbnce,  on 
JBoccalioo  fo  intercfting  to  his  Majefty's  feelings,  and  to  the  eafe  and 
wdourof  fo  dtftingoiQied  a  branch  of  his  Royal  Family. 

**  His  Majefty  could  not,  however,  expccl  or  dcfire  the  affiftancc  of 
taa  Houfc,  but  on  a  well-grounded  expectation  chat  the  Prince  will  avoid 
conDidiDg  any  debts  in  future. 

"  With  a  view  to  this  object,  and  from  an  anxious  dcfire  to  remove 
«7  poffiblc  doubt  of  the  futficicncy  of  the  Prince's  income  to  fupport 
tttply  the  dignity  of  bis  fituation ;  His  Majefty  has  direded  a  fum  of 
,  WjODoI.  per  annum  to  be  paid  out  of  his  Civil  Lift  in  addition  to  the  al- 
jwaiKX  which  IJis  Majefty  has  hitherto  given  him ;  and  His  Majefty 
nstheiattsfiidion  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  has 
P»a  Hb  Majefty  the  fullcft  aflurancc  of  his  determination  to  confine 
I  BBrttture  expences  within  the  income,  and  has  alfo  fettled  a  plan  for  ar-. 
J^ag  thole  expences  in  the  feveral  departments,  and  for  fixing  an 
««ffer  payment  under  fuch  regulations  as  His  Majefty  trufts  wlUeffcc- 
fccurc  the  due  execution  of  the  Princess  intentions, 

"His  Majefty  will  diredt  an  cftimate  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of 
*^ni  wanting  to  complete,  in  a  proper  manner,  the  work  which  has 
■ja  undertaken  at  Carkon  Houfe,  as  loon  as  the  fame  can  be  prepared 
accuracy,  and  recommends  it  to  his  faithful  Commoas  to 
fWder  of  making  fome  provifton  fpr  that  purpofe, 

"  Q  K," 

"Hic  Addrcfi  waa  dated  the  24th  of  May,  1787,  ^^g^-.^^ 
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of  Commons  complied  with  the  wiOies,  and  reiterated  the  fendmcnu 
cxpreffcd  by  His  Majefty  in  the  Mcffage.  [Vide  the  Parliamentaiy 
Rcgiftcr,  Vol.  XXII.] 

Colonel  .STANLEY  faid  it  was  widi  regret  that  he  found  him-; 
felf  under  the  neceflTity  of  faying  any  thing  upon  the  fubjc<3  now  before 
flie  Houfc.  That  Houfe  had  already  very  liberally  come  fcnvard 
to  pay  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  They  were  now  called 
npon  to  difcharge  his  debts  a  fecond  time.  This  being  a  bufincfs 
of  the-firft  importance,  he  thought  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  fully  at- 
tended, and  for  that  purpofe  he  thought  a  call  of  the  Hrufc  ought 
to  take  place.  He  wifticd  that  the  eftabliflitncnt  of  his  Royal  High- 
ficfe  (hould  be  as  fplendid  as  pofliblc.  But  he  would  leave  it  to  his 
own  ftelings,'  whether  in  the  diftrefled  (vmc  of  the  countVy,  wltliout 
inquiry  and  due  deliberation,  he  could  again  cxpe6l  that  Houfe  to 
difcharge  thefe  debts.  He  did  not  wi(h  to  fay  any  thing  bordering 
on  difrefpedl  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  or  any  one  brandi  of  the  Royal 
Family;  b.utjurely  that  Houfe  oOght  to  proceed  deliberately  on  a 
matter  of  this  m^grrtfude.  He  therefore  wiihed  for  a  full  attendance* 
oil  die  dlfcuflion  of  the  fubjcdl.  The  fituiition  of  the  country  was 
fuch  as  to  demand  it.  A  number  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe 
had  gone  into  the  country  under  an  idea  that  no  more  burdens,  for 
the  prcfent  feflion,  were  to  be  laid  on  thcii'  cc*nftitucnt«.  In  all 
priihts  of  vfew, '  therefore,  a  call  of  the  Houfc  appeared  to  him  to 
be  neceflary. 

.  The  SPEAKER  obfervcd,  that,  in  point  of  order  nnd  regularity- 
of  proceeding,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  dif;x)fe  of  the  qucftion  now 
before  the  Houfe,  previous  to  any  thing  being  fiiid  on  tlic  fjbjcd  of. 
a  call  of  the  Houfe.  When  a  motion  (hould  be  made  w  ith  refpeS 
to  the  day  of  taking  His  Majefty's  Meffage  into  confiikration,  it^ 
■wbuld  then  be  regular  to  bring  forward  the  fubjcdl  of  the  call,  to,; 
which  the  honourable  Member  had  alluded  ;  but  the  rules,  of  the 
Houfe  required  that  His  Majcfty*s  Meffage  ihould  be  referred  to  &| 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  ic  was  his  intention  to  move, 

Thai  J 

the  Houfe  ftiouldgo  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc  this  day  J 
f&'nnight,  to  confidcr  of  the  mcffagc  from  His  Majefh .  If 
Houfc  (hould  be  of  opinion,  that  the  meafiirc  recommended  ought 
to  be  adopted,  he  (hould  hope,  he  confeffed,  that  the  honourablt^ 
gentleman  would  not  prcfs  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Houfc.  Hft 
did  not  wi(h  in  any  degree  to  difguife  the  magnitude  and  importanccf 
of  the  fubjcA  now  before  them  ;  lior  did  he  mean  to  exprcfs  Icfe'' 
rqgret  than  was  felt  in  common  by  every  Member  of  that  Houfc,  as 
^o  the  occafion  which  called  for  thdr  dcUbcrttion^  At  the  faflw 
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time  he  'wllhcd  to  fay,  that  it  was  evident  frorh  the  mcflfage,  that 
His  Majcfty  s  intimation  went  not  to  the  length  of  requiring  a  fpc- 
cific  fum  to  be  advanced  for  the  prefcnt,  in  order  to  difcharge  the 
principal  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highncfs.    It  was  only  to  fct 
apart  a  certain  portion  of  that  income  which  might  be  granted  by 
the  liberality  of  Parliament,  to  the  gradual  difcharge  of  the  debts  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs.    Whatever,  therefore,  Parliament,  out  of 
that  liberality,  might  be  difpofcd  to  grant,  was  to  be  api^ied  to  free 
his  Royal  Highnefs  from  the  demands  of  his  creditors,  a  circum- 
fiancc  the  moft  effential  to  the  real  fplendor  and  dignity  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs.    If  Parliament  were  to  grant  an  income  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  for  the  piirpofe  of  fupporting  that  dignity  and  fplen- 
dtH",  the  firft  (lep  certainly  ought  to  be  to  enable  him  to  remove 
from  his  affairs  all  clogs  and  embarraflments.    If  it  was  the  defiir 
of  the  Koufc  that  this  (hould  be  done,  they  would  refletSl  that  it 
could  not  be  done  effcfSluaiiy,  either  to  the  fatisladlion  of  the  credi- 
01*5  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  his  own  eafe  and  comfort,  or  with 
any  view  to  certainty,  except  by  enabling  him  to  allot  out  of  his  in- 
come a  certain  part,  as  much  as  might  appear  ncceflary  for  that 
piiTpofe.    If  it  fliould  be  found  that  the  whole  fum  which  ihouM 
be  propofed  for  the .  eftablifliment  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  was  no 
more  dtin  the  Houfe  would  have  been  difpofed  to  grant  him.  If  his 
debts  had  never  exifted,  in  order  to  fupport  his  houfehold,  and  to 
maintain  his  dignity,  he  trufted  that  the  feelings  of  honourable  gen- 
tlemen would  be  fully  fatisticd.  -  When  he  looked  at  the  grantd 
made  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  grandfather  of  his  prefcnt  Royal 
Highnefs,  at  a  time  when  the  fcale  of  cxpence  was  not  in  any  re- 
Iped,  to  a  pcrfon  of  any  rank,  nearly  fo  high  as  it  was  at  prefciit, 
he  owned,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  lamented  the  neceffity  of  the 
occafion,  th:it  the  fum  to  be  propDfed  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  now 
muft  be  comparatively  fmall.    It  would  be  but  little  more  than  had 
been  granted  to  his  grandfather,  from  the  affedion  and  the  libera^ 
lity,  and  he  might  add,  the  wifdom  and  the  prudence,  of  Parlia- 
ment.   The  Houfe  was  under  the  unfortunate  neceffity  of  either 
determining  to  leave  his  Royal  Highnefs  without  relief,  or  adopting 
the  mode  now  propofed,  or  fome  fuch  mode  of  relieving  him  ;  and 
under  all  the  circumftances,  he  trufted  they  would  not  be  much  in- 
dined  to  narrow  the  amount.    He  thought  it  neceffary  to  ftate  thus 
much  of  the  outline ;  a  more  particular  difcuffion  be  thonght  it 
TOild  not  be  proper  for  him  to  enter  into  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the 
proceedings.    But  this  he  would  add,  that  on  the  beft  confideration 
he  had  been  able  to  give  to  this  fubjefl,  and  to  every  thing  con* 
nefied  with  it^  he  was  ready  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  ^i^^r^J^f^ 
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reft  of  the  Royal  Family,  but  alio  the  public  duty  of  that  Hoirfep 
which  they  all  felt  fatisfadion  in  difchai^grng,  to  be  liberal  in  al- 
lou'ances  of  this  dcfcription  ;  becaufe  the  people  were  materially  in- 
tereiled  in  the  comfort,  and  even  in  the  fplendor  and  dignity,  of  the 
Royal  Family  in  all  its  branches.    He  thought,  therefore^  that 
when  thefe  points  came  to  be  confideitd,  there  would  appear  no  ne- 
ceflity  for  that  delay  which  a  call  of  the  Houfc  muft  ncccflarily  oc- 
caiion.    It  could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  thing  brought  forward  on  a 
fodden  ;  for  an  eftablilhment  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  long  been 
a  matter  of  general  expcdlation.    Befides,  there  were  other  qucftions 
pf  great  public  importance  relative  to  the  political  fhte  of  the  coon- 
try  remaining  to  be  difcuifed  about  the  fame  time  that  the  meflage 
would  con^e  under  confidcration.    On  the  great  qucftion  of  peace 
and  war,  notice  had  been  given  of  a  difcuflion,  fo  that  there  was 
no  doubt  that  a  full  attendance  would  take  place  without  a  call  of 
the  Houfe,  to  enforce  which  would  be  attended  with  fomc  inconve* 
nicnce  to  individuals,'  and  attended  with  fome  delay  of  bulinefs.  He 
ihould  therefore  hope  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  per- 
6&  in  his  intention,  and  prefs  for  the  call.    He  now  moved, 
That  this  meflage  be  taken  into  eonHderation  this  day  fe'nnight/' 
This  queftion  being  put, 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  no  Member  of  that  Houfe  who  felt  it  his 
duty  to  give  oppofition  to  any  part  of  the  eftablifliment  of  his  Ropl 
Highnefs,  could  help  feeling  the  mod  unpleafant  fenfatbns  ;  at  the 
lame  time,  however  that  might  be,  he  was  pcrfuadcd  that  no  Mcm- 
•ber  who  felt  that  to  be  his  duty,  would  pafs  it  by,  becaufe  the  talk 
was  difagrceable.    In  his  opinion,  a  more  important  fubje£t  than 
this  could  Iiardlv  come  under  the  eonHderation  of  that  Houfe  ;  par- 
ticularly under  the  circumtbinces  of  the  country  at  this  moment.— 
This  was  the  fecond  application  to  Parliament  to  pay  the  debts  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  tliat  too  after  a  folemn  promife  had  been 
made  that  no  future  debt  (hould  be  incurred.    He  did  not  mean 
to  fay  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  this  fubjeA 
forward  had  any  improper  intention  ;  but  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  bmught  it  forward  was,  he  feared,  calculated  to  create  a  mif- 
underilanding  in  the  Public.   The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
treated  this  as  an  additional  income  to  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Novr 
he  muft  fay,  that  let  it  be  done  in  what  fliape,  or  under  what 
colour  it  might,  it  was  in  fubfhmce  neither  more  nor  Icfs  than  a 
pfovilion  from  Parliament  to  pay  the  debts  of  his  Roys^l  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales ;  and  he  thought  there  could  not  t)e  a  more  im- 
pn)}>er  mode  of  doing  it  tlian  that  of  adopting  a  plan  by  which  the 
P./.  iic  ^^'c:c  Vikzlf  to  mifunderfland  the  diing  to  be  done.  It  wool' 
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wait  no  difieicnce  to  the  Public  u1tunately»  anJ  it  would  be  more 
eligible  at  onoe  to  pay  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  a  fum  of 
money,  and  to  create  a  tax  avowedly  and  fpedfically  for  that  pur* 
pofe ;  it  muft  come  to  that  at  laft,  and  what  was  the  ufe  of  diC- 
guiiing  it  ?  He  wanted  the  thing  to  be  plainly,  fairly,  and  diftindlly 
done,  that  the  Public  might  clearly  fee  what  burdens  they  were  eo 
bear  fx  his  Ropl  Highnefs.    Under  thefe  ImprefTions,  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  the  mode  now  propofed  was  objectionable ; 
and,  that  after  all  that  had  been  faid.  Parliament  would  be  called 
upon,  and  that  at  no  very  dilhnt  period,  to  provide  for  an  immenfe 
dd)t,  on  account  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.    The  right  honourable 
fcntkman  who  brought  this  bulinefs  forward,  had  faid,  diat,  con- 
fidering  all  things,  the  fum  propofed  was  not  greatv-u*  than  the  Houfe 
would  be  difpofed  to  grant  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  fupport  his 
Ipiendor  and  dignity,  even  if  he  had  no  debt.    Now,  when  the 
Houfe  came  to  coniider  the  diminution  of  the  national  income,  the 
increafe  of  our  burdens,  and  the  ftill  greater  increafe  of  them  that 
we  are  to  cxpe6t ;  confidering  how  very  heavily  the  Public  are  taxed 
already  *,  how  much  more  heavily  they  mull  ftill  be  taxed,  he  could 
not  help  faying  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  was  not  the 
bed  way  of  confidering  the  fubjed.    When  the  cries  of  the  (hrving 
poor  were  aifailing  them  on  all  fides,  he  thought  that  the  Houfe 
would  not  be  doing  its  duty,  by  granting  eflabliibments  to  Princes, 
wxdi  a  profufion  unparalleled  in  former  times.    He  had  heard  much 
of  the  dignity  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.    Now  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  beft  digidty  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  be  maintained  by  his 
fiiewii^  a  feeling  heart  for  the  poor,  and  an  unwillingnefs  to  add  to 
Aeir  diftrefles.    This  would  be  dignity  fuperior  to  any  thing  he 
oould  gain  by  fplendorof  appearance.    He  left  gentlemen  to  judge 
whether  they  had  any  pleafing  profpedl  from  what  was  now  pro^ 
pofed.    He  (hould  fay  no  more  at  this  moment ;  he  was  afraid  of 
proceeding,  left  he  (liould  be  betrayed  into  any  thing  that  might 
have  the  appearance  of  difrefpeA.    He  did  not  wifh  to  give  oflfence 
to  diat  auguft  perfonage ;  he  hoped,  however,  the  call  of  the  Houfe 
would  be  enforced. 

Mr.  CURWEN  regretted,  as  much  as  any  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  that  there  fbould  be  any  objection  to  this  meafure,  but  he 
muft  perform  his  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament.  He  muft  bf 
he  was  not  fatisfied.  He  wiftied  to  fee  fome  provifion,  on  which 
Ac  Houfe  could  rely,  that  no  farther  debt  (hould  be  incurred  on 
the  part  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Some  meafure  (hould  be  adopted 
to  put  that  out  of  his  power,  and  that  meafure  (hould  be  brought 
farwaid  for  the  confideradon  of  the  Houfe.    As  tgijfl^f^ 
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of  the  right  honourable  gcndeman,  that  Parliament  were  to  grant 
no  more  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  than  ftiould  have  been  given  to  Mra 
if  he  had  no  debt,  he  muft  obferve,  it  was  not  the  way  to  proceed 
under  the  prefent  condition  of  aflfairs.  He  wifhed  gentlemen  to  turn 
their  eyes  to  a  neighbouring  country,  and  recoiled  what  brought  on 
its  great  convulfion ;  it  was  not  from  the  exercifc  of  tyrannical 
power,  for  the  late  Government  there  was  comparatively  mild,  but 
it  arofe  out  of  a  lamentable  negligence  about  the  finances  and  the 
extravagance  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  ;  it  was  that  which  plunged 
that  country  into  its  calamities.  He  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  a 
call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft  feemed  to  have  forgotten  part  of  the  Meffage  of  His  Ma- 
jcfty  ;  by  the  laft  paragraph  in  it,  he  would  fee  that  the  very  pn>- 
Srifion  againft  incurring  farther  debt  was  exprefsly  recommended  ; 
he  therefore  defired  that  that  part  of  die  Meffage  might  be  read, 
which  was  done. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  though  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey),  that  the  mode  propofcd  by  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt),  was  the  mod  exceptionable  mea- 
lure  that  could  be  adopted,  yet  he  thought  tliat  the  Houfe  ought  to 
mark  their  fenfc  of  the  novelty  and  importance  of  the  occafion,  by 
adopting  the  motion  for  the  call  of  the  Houfe.    He  was  averfe  to 
go  much  at  large  in  the  prcfcnt  ftagc  of  the  bufinefs.    He  hoped 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  more  fully  explain  the  nature 
of  the  whole  tranfaftion,  before  he  called  upon  that  Houfe  to  come 
to  any  decifion.    Notwithftanding  his  reludance  to  make  any  de- 
claration, he  could  not  hdp  joining  in  the  feeling?  whith  His  Ma- 
jefty  himfclf  had  expreffed  in  the  meffage.    He  muft  fay  that  he 
felt  the  deepeft  regret,  that,  notwidiftanding  the  paternal  liberality 
of  His  Majefty,  notwithftanding  the  loyal  zeal  which  the  Houfe  had 
manifefted  in  making  provifion  for  the  former  debt,  and  the  pledge 
which  had  then  been  given  on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  that  no  fu- 
ture application  of  that  fort  fliould  be  made,  that  frelh  obligations 
fliould  have  been  contrafled  to  fo  large  an  amount.    It  became 
matter  of  interefting  inquiry  by  what  means  the  King,  the  Prince, 
the  Parliament,  and  the  Public,  had  all  been  fo  grofsly  deceived. 
It  would  be  proper  that  the  perfons  from  whofe  ncgledl  or  mifcon- 
duft  this  glaring  abufe  of  confidence  had  proceeded,  fhould  be 
pointed  out.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  no  degree 
of  inconvenience  that  would  be  incurred  from  the  delay  that  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  purpofe  of  a  call  of  the  Houfe.    He  had  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  a  fubjedl  which  called  fcg;git^^y@tefe§tt'"°* 
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mature  dellbcradan.  He  could  not  then  {ee  znj  reafon  why  the 
morion  for  the  call  Ihould  not  be  adopted.  There  were  fome  in- 
quiries which,  he  reroarked,  ought  to  precede  any  meafure  tjiat 
inight  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe.  Ought  the  Public  to  be  called 
j^poa  to  pay  the  price  of  indifcrttions  ?  Ought  they  to  be  rendered 
fcblc  for  expences,  which  perhaps  ought  never  to  have  been  in- 
curred ?  Was  there  no  part  of  the  burdtn  which  could  be  removed 
from  the  Ihoulders  of  the  Public,  already  i'o  fcvertly  fmarting  with 
the  ncceffary  load  of  taxation,  in  order  to  be  laid  on  the  civil  lift  i 
All  thefewere  qucftions  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  receive  a 
fatisfacloiy  anfwer  before  the  Houfe  pledged  themfclvcs  to  any  re- 
(blution.  on  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  declared  that  he  coincided  in  opinion  with 
die  honourable  gentlemen  who  had  already  fpoken ;  that  the  im- 
portance of  the  fubjedt  was  fuch,  as  called  for  the  fulleft  attend- 
ance that  could  be  obtained :  he  fhould  therefore  n^^rove  of  a  call 
of  the  Houfe.  He  did  not  wifh,  on  the  prefcnt  occafion,  to  anti- 
cipate any  ihing  that  might  more  properly  belong  to  the  difcuflion 
of  the  meffage  itfelf.  The  only  reafon  ftatcd  by  the  right  honour- 
able gcndeman  why  a  call  Hiould  not  take  placo  was,  that  other  im- 
portant bufincfs,  whicli  would  be  likely  to  fecure  a  full  attendance^ 
was  a{^nted  to  be  difcuflcd  about  the  fame  time  that  the  mcffagc 
Would  come  under  confidcration :  But  if  other  important  bufinefs 
was  to  be  thrown  into  the  fcale  along  with  this,  which  he  (hould 
contend  to  be,  of  all  others,  the  moft  important,  this  was  only  an 
additional  reafon  why  the  call  ou^'at  to  be  acioptcJ.  The  fubjedl 
acqiureda  peculiar  importance  from  the  circumftances  of  the  times. 
But  he  confidered  it  altogether  as  of  too  grave  and  weighty  a  nature 
for  him  to  fay  any  thing  farther  without  the  fulleft  deliberation.  He 
fliould  endeavour  to  come  to  the  difcufTion  without  partiality  and 
widwut  prejudice,  prepared  to  aft  with  an  equal  attention  to  the 
limits  of  the  Prince,  and  the  intcrefts  of  the  people.  Such  was, 
in  his  ofunion,  the  line  of  procedure,  which  the  folemnity  of  the 
occaficHi  required  ;  though  he  could  not  help  confefTing,  that  he  felt; 
himfelf  to  a  certain  dqgree  prepofTefTed  as  to  that  part  which  the 
(Sgnity  of  the  Houfe  required  then?  to  take  in  the  prefcnt  inftancc, 
Mr*  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  fo  many  gentlemen  feemed  to 
he  imprcffed  with  the  propriety  of  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  that  he 
would  readily  concur  in  meeting  their  wifhes.  At  the  fame  time  it 
would  bedefirable  that  as  early  a  day  aspoffible  (hould  be  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpofe.  When  he  propofed  that  the  di(bu(Gon  (hoqldi 
take  place  this  day  fe*nnight,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  did  not  confider 
it  to  be  an  object  entitled  to  the  moft  ample  and  matuxc  delibera- 
Vol-XL;.  Ff  T 
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tion,  but,  bccaufe,  he  conceived  that  the  difcuflion  at  that  period 
might  have  had  every  advantage  of  previous  confideration,  amd  a 
full  attendance,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of  a  calL 
In  order  to  afFord  the  neceffary  time  for  the  call,  it  would  be  proper 
that  he  (hould  withdraw  his  original  motion,  and  a  delay  of  at 
leaft  ten  days  qr  a  fortnight  be,  allowed  to  take  place  previous  to  the 
difcuflion. 

Mr.  SUMNER  faid,  that  Before  the  Houle  confentcd  to  malce 
any  provifion  for  difcharging  the  frefti  obligations  of  his  Royal 
Highncfs,  he  thought  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  know  host 
their  former  grants  had  been  applied.    Before  too  they  oonfented  fa 
any  alienation  of  the  inconne  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  the  purpofe 
of  gradually  defraying  the  debts,  it  would  be  neccflary  for  diem  to 
know  what  fum  would  be  adequate  for  ti^at  purpofe,  and  whether 
the  application  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  a  year  would  be  fufficicrrt 
to  extinguifh  them  within  any  reafonable  time.    With  that  view  it 
would  be  proper  to  afccrtain  the  extent  of  the  rfebts^  with  rcfpcft 
to  which  public  report  fo  much  fluduatcd,.  that  he  had  at  different 
times  heard  th'cm  ftated  to  amount  from  fix  hundred  thoufknd,  to 
fevcntcen  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    He  objciScd  to  the  phrafe 
that  had  been  ufed  by  an  honourable  gentleman,     that  the  mea- 
fure  was  the  moll  exceptionable  mode  that  could  be  adopted,'*  as  if 
the  provifion  to  be  made  was  granted  for  the  pcrlbnal  gratSication  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  not  for  the  public  purpofe  of  fupporimg 
the  fplendour  and  dignity  of  the  heir  apparent  to  tfie  Brrtifli  Crown* 
He  thought  alfo,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire  for  what  period 
of  the  time  during  which  an  income  had  been  granted  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  an  eftablifluncnt  fuftablc  t» 
his  rank  and  dignity,  that  eftabliihmcnt  had  aftualTy  been  kept  iip^ 
in  onler  to  afccrtain  for  what  purj^ofes,  the  debts  which  they  were 
now  called  upon  to  provide,  had  been  contracted,  and  whether  they 
were  nccclfarily  contraftcd  by  his  Royal  Highnefs,    in  order  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  his  exalted  rank,  and  the  munificent  charaikr 
of  the  Britifh  nation. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  he  had  never,  at  any  former  perfed, 
experienced,  in  addrefling  that  Houfe,  fenfations  fo  painful  as  wot 
tliofe  which  he  felt  in  the  pitfent  moment.  There  was  no  n«/> 
who  entertained  more  ardent  loyalty  to  the  King,  or  attachment  to 
the  Conftitution,  than  himfclf,  and  on  this  account  his  fcelij^ 
were  only  the  more  acute  on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  (hould  pro-  j 
ceed  no  farther'^ — but  he  muil  cxprefs  the  deepeft  regret,  that  aft»  i 
;he  meffagc  which  had  been  inferted  in  the  journals  of  1 787,  and 
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lead  to  the  Houfc^  iuch  a  roelTage  as  bad  been  t^t  day  fent  down  * 
ihould  have  ipade  its  appearance.  , 
General  SMITH  fi^d,  that  it  appeared  to.  him  that  the  mattcv 
was  taken  up  in  a  point  of  view  which  it  by  ivx  means  merited,^.. 
He  was  aftoniihed  at  one  comparifon,  that  had  been  dxzvfn  between 
thcfi&jation  of  his  Royal  Hi^mefs  and  chat  of  the  Princes  of  ^mother  , 
country.    He  could  take  upon  him  to  fay  that  there  was  nothing^ 
in  pdnt  of  extravagance  in  the  prefcnt  inftanoc,.  which  could,  in  ' 
I  Ac  rcmotcft  degree,  juflify  fuch  a  comparifon.    He  was  forry  in- 
I  deed,  that  after  a  pledge  had  been  giv(;n  fha^  no  future  application, 
fiiould  be  made,  that  it  fhould  have  been  found,  neceilaxy  lo  comc^ 
forward  with  a  fccond  demand  uppp,tl)e  Houfe,.  ta.mafcp  provifion, 
;   for  the  paynicnt  of  his  -debts.    He  was  Hruck  with  one  tiling  that 
badialkn  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman— ^-namely,,  that  the 
provifion  to  be  granted  to  his  Roj^aJ  -Highnefs  wquW  be  little  more 
than  what  had  been  granted  to  his  gnmdfathert .  though  thediffifrenccr 
of  dmes,  and  the  advance  upon  all  articles  of  Ijving,  was  fu^  aa 
to  render  150,000!.  now  not  more  than  equal  to  the  value  of 
ioo,oool-  then.    He  was  afraid^Jf*  out  of  the  incomc  to  be  nowj 
granted  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  ^^proyifion  was.  t9  Ipe  iet  apart  fqi 
defraying  ,  his  debt^,  tlwt  the  corrfequc nee  would  ^e,  that  ^  and 
his  Rcqral  oonfort  , would  be  continually  inyolvedin  expencc  and  ern-> 
barraffmctit.    It  would  be  irppq^ibJcf  fpr  them  indeed  to  fuppor^ 
fuitably  the  dignity  of  their  rank  and  ftatjon,.  without  at  the  iimt^ 
imc  running  in  debt.    He  dif?.pph)vcd  of  gentlemen  holding  ou( 
the  idea  that  the  provifion  now  to.be  grated  would  have  the  e^fk 
^    ef  pinching  the  poor  and  loa^ling  them  with  taxes^.    It  was  agreed 
'    on  all  hands,  that  a  liberal  provifion  ought  to  be  made  for  his 
Roral  Highncfs,  and  if  he  ftiould  .ftand  Tingle  on  th^t  point,  fy^ 
ihould  contend  that  the  provifion  granted  in  the  ,firft  jnllance  ought 
10  be  fuch,  as  would  be  fully  adequate  to  fupport  bim  in  the  fplen- 
dour  o!  his  fituatlon. 

Mr.  BUXTON  thought  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
ougjht  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  country,  huw  his  Royal 
Highnefs  fhould  have  been  fo  committed  by  his  former  pledge,  and 
t)  unfortunate  as  to  have  afforded  occafion  for  the  prefect  application. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  the  motion  for  the  call  of 
the  Houfe,  would  be  attended  with  the  delay  of  a  fortnight,  there 
would  be  fufficient  time  during  the  interval  for  the  fuUcft  delibe-p 
ration,  and  for  every  explanation  which  die  fubjcd^  might  require. 
This  was  not  the  day  for  that  purpofe.  Some  topics  however  had 
been  fuggefted,  on '  which  he  (hould  make  a  few  remarks.  If  tho 
H6ufe  thought  it  wife  to  make  the  provifion  which  was  rcquircdl 
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hi  wouli  apjpiraVttrthtir  own  ftelmgs  and  judgcmtrtt,' IsdW  hi  It 
nvould  be  prudent  to  enter  into  a  retrpfpeA  of  that  fort  whi  A  had  been 
fuggcftcd,  and  whether  fuch  a  retrofpc6l:  would  not  fncrealc  the  dif- 
ficulty and  embarraffmertt,  which  muft  already  be  fcU  from  the  m- 
tftrc  of  the  bufincfs.   After  what  was  paft,  it  woiild  iridced  be  pro- 
per for  the  Houfe  to  take  the  provifiofi  for  the  extin6Uon  of  the 
debts  irito  their  own  hands,  and  he  fliould  lliggeft  i  propofitiori  for 
that  purpofe.  As  to  the  extent  of  the  debts,  about  Which  the  public 
reports  had  been  faid  to  be  fo  fluduatirtg,  he  could  Hate,  that  the 
total  amount  of  the  debts  was  fomewhere  between  fix  and  feven 
htJtidred  thoofand  pounds ;  fo  fh'afiy  charges  had  lately  fallen  ofi  the 
<livil  lift,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  burden  which  could  poffibly 
be  defrayed  fix)mtfiat  quarter.    As  to  what  had  been  fuggeftcd  By 
the  horwurable  General,  that  thd  proviflon  for  defraying  the  debts. 
Would  be  attended  with  a  defalcation  of  income  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  he  certainly  adrmtted  that  fuch  would  be  tiie  ifad^,— ^but  in  all 
the  cirdumftantcs  of  the  cafe,  thfcre  w^as  no  alternative  by  which  the 
inconvenience  might  be  avoided,  which  in  his  confciencc  he  could 
propolttothc  Houfe.  As  the  provifion  for  defraying  the  debts  muft 
fleceflarily  be  C(Altinued  till  the*  objfcft  ftiould  he  accoijipliftied,  it 
#as  only  in  tbef  event  of  the  dcmffe  of  the  Prince,  that  it  would  bc- 
c6rne  a  burden  to  the  Public;    After  the  general  builih^  which  had 
been  prefentcd  t6  the  Houfe,  he  would  recommend  to  them  to  paufc 
*<ipon  the  -ftibjcd :  much  as  they  might  r^et,  and,  to  ufc  the  fe- 
♦i^rtft  term,  much  even  as  they  niight  difapprove  what  was  paft, 
<hey  had  all  an  intereft  in  looking  forward.    They  had  an  intcrcft 
In  prcfcrving  the  hereditary  fucccffion,  and  in  fupporting  the  cha- 
U&lr  of  the  hereditary  Houfe  of  Brunfwick.   They  had  an  intereft 
in  maintaining  the  charafter'  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
iis  a  branch  of  that  illuftrious  Houfe,  and  before  they  gave  way  to 
any  fcntiments  of  heat  or  rcfentment  on  the  occafion,  they  would  do 
well  to  refleS,  that  in  the  iffue  of  the  difcuflion  were  involved  the 
tredit  of  the  hereditary  Monarchy,  and  coi>fequently  the  fafct}'  of 
the  dountry. 

Mr.  MARTIN.  I  have  only  one  word  to  remark  on  what 
has  fallen  frofm  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  has  juft  fet  down. 
He  has  profeffed  much  zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  the  hcrcdifaty 
Monarchy.  I  feel  that  zeal  as  ftrongly  as  he  does,  but  the  way 
which  appears  to  me  the  beft  calculated  to  preferve  the  hereditary 
Monarchy,  is  to  prevent  it  from  being  opprcflive  to  the  people.*' 

Monday  fe'nnight  was  appointed  as  the  day  for  taking  the  mcflagc 
Into  conGderation. 

General  MACLEOD  adverted  to  a  qucftlon  which  he  atked  on 
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htmcr  (fay  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  Whcthdr  or  nof,  there  had 
been  any  additional  ^lowance  by  the  order  of  His  Majcfty  to  non- 
commiinoned  officers  and  privates  of  ttinepence  a  week,  on  account 
of  the  deamefs  of  provifions.  He  underAood  finee  that  fiich  direct 
tions  had  been  given^  and  Tent  from  the  War  Office  to  the  dH!trent 
Ctdonels  of  r^tnentB  on  duty.  His  objeft  was  to  know  die  terms 
of  that  order,  letter,  or  whatever  it  was,  and  therefore  he  moved 
«  That  a  copy  of  it  be  laid  on  the  table/' 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  laid,  diat  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  alked  the  queftion  on  a  former  day^  the  order  was 
not  made.  He  had  not  the  fmallcft  objeAion  now  to  comply  with 
die  motion,  which  was  then  of  courfe  agreed  to. 

Tuefdof^  %%lb  Jprlk 

Mr.  HENNIKER  MAJOR  itioved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
pving  a  difcrctionary  power  to  Courts  to  grant  Gqfts  taprofecutors 
in  cafes  of  Mifdcmcai^or.  Grantcd.—The  bill  was  brought  in, 
and  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  POWYS  moved  for  leave  to  bring  !n  a  bill  to  remedy  de- 
feicnt  Weights  and  falfe  Balances. — Granted.  The  bill  was  brought 
in,  and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  SPEAKER  flatetj  that  he  had  been  at  the  IJfpper  Houfc, 
lihcrc  the  Royal  aflcnt  had  been  gly6n,  by  commiflion,  to  fcveral 
public  and  private  bills. 

Tlic  Franking  Bill  was  paffcd. 

Mr.  BARHAM  gave  notice  of  hi^  Intention  to  tnake  a  motion, 
on  Monday,  for  papers  relative  t(>  the  condu6l  of  the  Commanders, 
Sr  John  Jervis  and  Sir  Charfes  Gr<y,  towards  the  French  in  th^ 
Weft-India  iflands,  after  they  had  fubmitted  dicmfrfvcs  to  the  Bri- 
dft  trcKips.  He  ftiould  alfo  move  fbr  the  inftniAions  given  to  thofe 
Commanders  for  the*  prodamations  ^hich  flicy  had  iifued,  and  for 
the  memorials  which  had  paffed  bct\^cen  them  .and  their  officers, 
and  between  them  and  Minifters.  Ihould  move  for  thefe  papers 
with  a  view  to  a  fubfequcnt  motion,  that  the  Houfc  fhoiild  enter  into 
an  inquiry  with  tefpeft  to  the  tranfaftions  to  which  they  related,  an 
inquiry  which,  in  the  prcfent  moment,  became  peculiarly  important. 

Mr.  GREY  cxpreflcd  his  fatisfa<Slion  at  tlic  nciticc  which  had 
teen  given  to  the  HOufe.  He  would  only  repeat  what  he  had  faid, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  agree?ible  to  the  pcrfons,  whofe  conduft 
had  been  unjuftly  attacked,  than  the  inquiry  which  was  how  propo- 
fcd.  He  had  no  objedlion  to  tlie  produflion  of  the  papers,  on  the 
contrary,  he  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  for  having  moved 
t»  bring  them  forward.    He  (bould  him&lf  Iflst  occafion  to  move 
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tot  other  ^papers,  and  likewife  that  living  witnefles  might  be  called 
\jpon  in  the  courfe  of  the  inquiry.  He  wiihed  -that  the  notice  had 
been  giv^  at  an  earlier  period^  when  all  the  documents,  whidi 
•were  now  required,  were  equally  in  cxiftence.  Sonae  of  the  officers, 
yfihok  teflimony  was  material,  were  at  prefent  on  the  point  of  leaving 
the  couotiy,  but  he  truftcd  that  the  delay,  which  would  be  neccffary 
for  the  vindication  oF  the  Commanders  under  whom  ^ey  had  {crfcd^ 
would  not  be  found  incoi;npatible  with  the  public  fervice. 

Wednefdajy  2gth  IfpriL 
-    ,  »  .  "tf     ^  »    ^  ■ 

General  MACLEOD  gave  notice,  that  he  would  torniorrair 
move  for  a  return  of  die  Britifti  forces,  including  the  fcnciblcs. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  bill  to  prevent  the  ftcalir^ 
of  dead  bodies  be  read  a  fecond  ti<me,  Mr.  Mainwariilg  moved, 
ftatthe  Houfe  be  counted j  when  there  kebg  only  23  Mcmbeis 
prefcnt,  the  Hairfe  adjourned*  .  -  ^  .... 

•  '  •  •  Thutfctajy  30/^  Aprih  - 

,  The,  SPEAKER  infonncd,  the  Houfp,  that*  the  royal  aflent  had 
been  given  to  the  Hair  Powder  and  Indemnity  bills,  ^nd  to  fevcral 
private  bills. 

Mr.  T.  GR^HVILlJEiUtcdi  .that  as  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  give  the  Houfe  any  farther  trouble  with.jefpeft  to  the  bill  foK 
amending  the  adi  for  the  trial  of  controverted  eledions,  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  neceffary  to  ftate  the  reafons  which  had  induced 
him  to  ^dopt^ihis  intention.  ,  It  had  been  generally  complained, 
that  the  attendance  of  Members  on  the  days  on  which  Eledipn 
Committees  were  to  be  balloted  for,  had  been  extremely  lax. 
*rhis  was  ^  grievance  which  he  wiflicd  to  remedy,  without,  how- 
ever, injuring  the  great  and  bciKficial  provifions  of  Mr.  Grenvillc*$ 
A<5t.  To  rigorous  meafures  for  enforcing  an  attendance  of  Mero* 
bers  he  did  not  wifli  to  re/rur,.  As  fo  many  gentlemen,  however, 
had'expreffcd  a.wifh  that^Ij^r.  Grenville's  A&  fliould  remain  with- 
out alteration,  and  fuch  a  fpirit  had  difcovered  itfelf  in  the  Houfe 
with  rcfpc<3  to  enforcing  attendance  on  Elcdion  Committees,  that 
he  conceived  the  ftanding  orders  would  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofc; 
and,  confequontly,  that  tlie  regulations  which  he  had  propofed  bjr 
the  new  bill  would  no  longer  be  ncceiCiry.  He  therefore  moved, 
that  the  bill  be  poftponed  for  fix  months.    Agreed  to. 

General  MACLEOD  moved  for  a  return  of  the  number  of 
troops  in  Great  Britain.  He  anticipated  one  obje^lion  to  his  mo- 
tion,  namely,  that  fuch  9  return  would  have  the  effedl  to  give  in- 
fcrmatlon  to  the  enemy.   But  he  was  affured  that  the  enemy  ^'ctp 
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I  Timdy  in  poflcffion  of  more  iccurate  information  on  tfie  fubjedt^ 
I  Aan  even  the  Members- of  that  Houfc.   Befides,  fuch  a  difclofurc^ 

iKmrver,  could  not  be  detrimental  to  the  country,  if  that  force 
!  were  on  a  proper  eftabtifhmcnt.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that 
I  there  ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  latcft  gcnc- 
1  ral  return  of  land  forces  ferviiig  in  Great  Britain,  including  cavaliy, 

infantty,  fcncibles,  militia,  ice. 
I     Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  Ae  honourable  gentleman  had 
I  certainly  anticipated  the  objeAion  which  he  meant  to  have  made; 
!  Sudi  a  motion  as  he  had  now  propofed,  was  by  no  means  common 

in  time  of  war. 

Ccrfond  MAITLAND  faid,  that  he  fuppofed  the  objca  of  his 

honourable  iriend  in  bringing  forward  the  motion,  was,  to  apprize 
'  the  people  of  Great  Britain  of  die  extent  of  the  burden  which  they 
I  had  to  bear.    He  hoped,  however,  that  he  would  withdraw  it  for 

the  prcfenr,  in  order  to  bringlt  forward  in  a  more  confined  fhape. 
General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  as  he  had  moyed  only  for  a  re* 

turn  of  the  number  of  the  troops,  and  not  for  any  information  with 
1  TtCfcQ  either  to  their  ftation  or  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
i   to  be  employed,  he  had  hoped  there  wouM  h^ve  been  no  objeiStioil 

to  his  motion.  ' 


Mr.  WINDHAM  ftated,  that  hs  ftiU  periiM  in  his  objeo- 


Mr.  FOX  &id,  that  the  motion  was  highly  proper  both  m  a  po- 
litical and  economical  point  of  view.  He  adduced  feveral  inftancea 
in  the  American  war,  in  which  fuch  motions  had  been  made,  and 
had  always  been  granted. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  relief  to  innkeepers  was  committee!. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  ftated,  that  the  objeft  of  the  prefent  biti 
was  to  give  fome  relief  to  the  innkeepers,  who  were  much  aggrieved 
bjr  the  quartering  of  foldiers  upon  them.  A  Committee  had  been 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  the  loffes  fudained  by  the 
innkeepers  ;  the  Committee  had  prefented  their  report,  and  it  had 
been  referred  to  the  prefent  Committee  on  the  bill.  The  charges  ' 
to  which  the  innkeepers  had  been  fubjc<^ed  by  the  quartering  of  fol- 
diers on  them,  had  exlftcd  for  more  than  a  century.  A  great  ad- 
dition, however,  had  been  made  to  thefe  charges,  and  it  was  from 
tMt  additional  cxpence  that  it  was  his  wifli  to  relieve  them.  The 
dnij;cs  divided  thcmfclves  into  the  following  heads : 

I.  Troops  (lationed  in  quarters.    On  this  head  there  was  a 
Ws  to  Ac  innkeepers  of  3d.  on  each  mm. 
I       2.  ExpenCQof  fumilhing  lodgings. 


tions. 
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3,.  Essence  <)f  fuHvibkag  Brtp  and  cooking  utiealib 

to  the  ibldiers. 

There  ms  aUb  ;in(>ther  iTp^ics  of  cxpeace— -expenoe  of  mauntaiiw 
ing  the  horleg*  On  this  l\^d  Jtfaere  ym  a  lofs  to  the  innkeepers  of 
6<jL  on  eachhorfe.  The  innkeepecs  were  M^der  the  nec^ityof 
YumUhing  to  foldierg  three  meals  a  dzy^tfy  the  cavalry  for  6d.  a 
day,  to  the  infantry  for  4d.  a  da^,  the  amount  of  the  pay  of  each. 
This  jeguhitioa  was  founded  on  the  original  laws^  by  which  k  was 
intended  that  .the  imikeepers  (houldl^ear  part  of  the  burden.  The 
lofs  Hated  to  accrue  on  the  boarding  of  each  man  was  iiicteen  pence^ 
a  ftatement  certainly  not  immoderate,  when  gentlemen  vecoUoded 
the  great  increafe  in  th^  {nice  of  the.  neceflaries  of  life.  In  the 
co^fideratioq  of  this  fubje<St»  the  Houfe^  hg^wever,  would  not  for*- 
get  that  ibpne  advimtages  bad  been  obtained  by  the  innkeepeis  bj 
die  caredionof  bamcks,  and  that  no  loii  accrued  to  thena  while  the 
troc^  ware  in  camp*  If  the  Committee  a6ted  firl<5Uy,  they  would 
ffmt  an  addition  of  three  pence  where  the  lofs  amounted  to  fix 
pence— ^  five  pence  where  k  amounted  to  ten  pence,  and  of  fix 

*  fence  where  it  amounted  to  one  fhiliing.  On  each  horfe,  the  fum 
of  three  penc6  wh^e  the  lofs  amounted  to  fix  pence,  and  of  fix 
pcnce.where  it  amounted  to  one  (hilling.  This  the  Conunittop 
would  do,  .if  they  a£lcd  ftri^ftly ;  but  from  a  confkleFation  of  the 
Ibffcs  of  the  innkeepers,  he  wifticd  to  turn  the  fcale  in  their  favour. 
On  this  account  he  meant  to  propofe  an  addition  of  twopence, 
where  tht  lofs  was  dated  to  be  three  pence :  on  in&ntry,  an  addi- 
tion of  fix  pence,  where  the  lofs  was  dated  to  be  one  ihilltng ;  on 
each  horfe,  an  addition  of  four  pence  halfpenny  to  the  fixpence  al- 
ready allowed  by  Government.  There  were  fomc  regulations  alfo 
that  woyld  tend  to  prevent  recruiting  parties  from  living, 'as be 
undcrftood  they  did  now,  nearly  op  free  quarters. 

,Mr.  PLUM£R  thought  that  the  bill  (hould  condnue  in  hrot 
.for  a  year  after  the  war. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wifhed  the  bill  to  have  a  retrofpeftivc  c&&. 
Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  did  not  know  how  to  produce 

•  this  eSc&. 

Mr.  BAKER  conceived,  dut  as  the  Mutiny  bill  was  anmialt 
.tlie  prefcnt  bill  ought  alfo  to  be  annual.  In  the  general  principle 
of  the  bill  the  Committee  feemed  to  concur. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  Mr.  Baker's  fuggeftion  was  a 
very  proper  one. 

After  feme  farther  convorfation. 

Captain  BERKLEY  propofed,.  as  a  claufc  to  the  prefcnt  biUi 
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that  Magiihates  (hould  be  authorifcd  to  regulate  the  price  of  poft- 
horfcs. 

It  being  objeded  to  this  propofition,  that  the  claufe  was  not  at 
all  connedted  with  the  prefent  bill,  it  was  withdrawn,  and  Captain 
Berkeley  iaid  that  he  would  bring  in  a  feparate  bill  for  the  purpofe. 

The  Innkeepers*  bill  was  then  committed,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
jK^ed  to-morrow. 

General  SMITH  moved,  "  That  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty 
ihould  be  prefcnted,  for  the  ercdtion  of  a  monument  to  Captain 
FauUtnor  in  St.  Paul's,  inftead  of  Weftminfter  Abbey."  Agreed 

CD. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  fhid,  that  fome  unforefecn  circumftanccs  had  oc- 
curred fincc  he  gave  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  the  recall  of  Earl 
Fitz William,  which  induced  him  to  defer  his  motion  to  a  future  day. 
He  therefore  moved  for  the  difcharge  of  the  order  of  the  day  for 
takii^  the  fubjedl  into  confideration  to-morrow,  and  gave  notict 
that  he  would  make  his  motion  on  Tuefday  fe'nnight. 

Friday  y  iji  May. 

Proceeded  on  the  private  bills  before  the  Houfe. 

The  report  of  the  Eau  Brink  Drainage  bill  was  brought  up. 
On  the  queAion  that  the  amendments  be  read  a  fecond  time,  the- 
Houfe  divided. 

Ayes,  38;    Noes,  10. 
A  divifion  alfo  took  place  on  the  queftion  that  the  bill  be  re-com* 
mitted,  after  which  the  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time^ 

Monday y  4th  May. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe,  a  petition  of  the 
planters  and  merchants  of  the  Britifti  Weft-India  iflands,  which 
was  read ;  fetting  forth. 

That,  with  deep  regret,  the  petitioners  obfcrve,  that,  having  re- 
peatedly delivered  memorials  to  His  M^jefty's  Minifters,  rcfpc^ing  the 
proclamations  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  iflued  in  May 
1794,  an  anfvver  was  officially  communicated  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Weft-Indian  meeting  on  Friday  the  ill  ot  May,  ftnting,  that  retributioa 
being  directed  to  be  made  of  fums  paid  as  contribution  under  the  procla- 
natioos  alluded  to,  thofe  proclamations  may  be  confidcrcd  as  annulled, 
ud  thus  implying  that  no  farther  iiep  is  thought  ncceiliiry  to  be  taken  ; 
and  the  petitioners  conceive,  that  principles  and  declarations  lo  ex- 
tfaordinary  and  alarming  a  nature,  as  thofe  promulgated  hv  S  -  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  May  the  loth  and  2 ill,  1794,  by  p'-oclama* 
don  (the  ordinary  and  authentic  veh*cle  of  national  authority,  ienti* 
nents,  and  refolutioosi  when  addrclied  to  foreign  P^^^|J|^t^^^^|^ 


farther  oppreffion  :  That  the  petitioners  conliclcr  the  proclamations  and 
a6l8  alluded  to  as  having  renewed,  if  not  originated,  a  fyftcm  of  warfare 
throughout  the  Weft  Indies,  novel  as  unjuft  in  its  principles,  ruinous  in 
its  operations,  and  terrible  in  the  confequenccs,  which  ,the  maligoant 
fpirit  of  retaliation  ever  fuperadds  to  the  (original  example' of  wrongs  : 
That  former  apprehtanons  entertained  on  this  fubje^t  by  the  petitioners 
have  already  been  verified,  hoftile  attacks  have  been  made  on  Brlcifli 
Weft-lndian  iilands,  and  the  animofity  with  which  invafions  appear  to 
have  been  conducted,  in  agreement  with  the  vindnftive  jpirit  ilicwn  in 
the  proclamations)  iflued  by  the  French  Commillioners  in  February  1795* 
refers,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  miftaken,  to  thofe  proclamations,  to 
which  the  petitioners  have  prcfumed  repeatedly  to  call  the  attention  of 
His  Majefty's  Mini  Hers,  and  of  which  they  hope  for  a  difavowal,  of  a 
nature  the  moft  public,  and  from  authority  the  nloft  refpc£tablc ;  and 
the  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  that  the  national  chara^er  and  public 
intcrefts  are  deeply  conccin-*d  in  fuch  difavowal,  and  pray  for  fuch  relief 
as  to  the  Houfe  may  fecm  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FOX  movcvl,  "  That  an  hunible  Addrc^  be  prefented  to 
His  Majcfiy,  that  he  wilV  be  gracioufly  plcafcd  to  give  dire(^tions, 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  different 
"  fums  of  money  that  ha\x  been  paid  to  tlie  Emperor, ,  or  the 
"  Commanders  of  His  Imperial  Majcfty's  forces,  at  different 
times,  during  the  prcfcnt  ^^ar  ;  together  with  the  dates  of  fuch 
payments."  Ordered. 

Mr.  BARHAM  f.iid,  that  impreffcd  as  he  was  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  taflc  he  had  undertaken,  and  feeling,  as  he  muft, 
the  weaknefs  of  the  hands  into  which  it  had  fallen,  he  rofe,  not 
indeed  without  anxiety,  on  his  own  account,  but  in  confidence  that 
the  ftrcngth  of  the  caufe  would  out- balance  the  weaknefs  of  the 
advocate,  and  tliat  at  any  rate  he  could  not  fail  in  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Ht)ufe  to  a  fubjeft,  on  which  no  man  would  deny  that 
there  exifted  doubt  enough  to  juflify  inquiry.  He  had  been  aiked 
why  he  had  fo  long  delayed  bringing  this  bufinefs  forward,  and 
why  thofe  fuppofed  to  be  implicated  in  it  had  been  fuffefed  fo  long 
to  remain  under  imputation,  but  without  an  accufen  To  this  he 
muft  anfwer,  that  neither  had  fuch  imputations  been  caft  by  him, 
nor  did  he  now  ftand  up  as  an  accufer.  When  he  had  mentioned 
the  fubjed  firft,  he  dated  that  he  did  fo  on  public  report  merely,  as 
to  the  truth  of  which  he  could  fay  nothing,  but  which  being  fo  ge- 
nerally diffufed,  even  if  fklfe,  he  confidered  it  as  highly  important 
to  the  country  that  it  ftiould  be  publicly  examined,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  publicly  refuted.  If  calumny,  then,  there  had  been,  it 
>vas  no  odumny  of  bisj  whofe  objed  was  to  bring  the  matter  to  fair 
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inveftigation  and  proof.  He  owned,  that  mentioning  this  fubje£t 
in  this  manner,  he  was  furprifed  to  find  it  received  with  feme  de- 
gree of  afpcfity  by  thofc  who  profeffcd  to  have  the  fame  objeft. 
Such  afpcrity  was  by  him  little  felt,  and  readily  forgot.  On  his 
fide,  he  muft  however  fay,  that  afperity  there  had  been  none,  and 
none  there  (hould  be,  and  whatever  mode  of  proceeding  could  be 
pointed  out  as  the  moft  refpeclful  to  the  parties  concerned,  would 
be  tfiat  which  he  ftiould  moft  approve.  On  the  prefent  night,  he 
certainly  did  not  offer  himfelf  as  an  accufer ;  for  till  the  papers 
were  produced,  it  was  impoflible  to  fay  what  they  might  prove.— 
They  mighty  perhaps,  (hew  at  once,  that  all  that  had  been  report- 
ed was  fiibrication  and  falfehood,  and  that  the  Commanders  had  on 
thisoccaiion  done  nothing  to  tarnifli  their  laurels  or  fully  their  fair 
&me.  Should  this  appear  on  their  production,  few  men  would  re- 
joice more  than  himfelf ;  and  the  Houfc  would  hardly  think  its 
time  had  been  wafted,  which  had  given  an  opportunity  of  removing 
reproach  from  the  charafters  of  thofe  whofe  lives  were  devoted  to 
Aeir  country ;  and  refcuing  the  country  itfelf  from  imputatioils 
luidly  more  fetal  to  its  honour  than  injurious  to  its  interefts.  He 
pioceeded  to  ftate  tKe  feveral  confidcrations  which,  in  moving  for 
papers,  ought  to  be  chiefly  regarded.  Firft,  whether  fuch  papers 
could  be  granted  without  danger  or  inconvenience  difproportioned  to 
the  advantage  cxpefted  from  their  produftion.  On  this  occafion, 
he  was  fatisfied  that  no  fuch  objedion  could  be  made. 

Next  it  fhould  appear  that  they  were  moved  for  with  fome  objefil: ; 
ddicr  the  immediate  fatisfadion  of  the  Houfe,  or  with  a  view  to 
fome  ulterior  proceeding  ;  and  fuch  was  evidently  the  prefent  cafe. 

The  Houfe  (hould  moreover  be  fatisfied  that  the  fubjedl  had  not 
been  brought  into  doubt  on  light  and  idle  furmifes,  but  oh  folid  and 
fubftantial  grounds.  What  were  the  grounds  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion ?  The  unanimous  voice  of  the  Colonies,  who,  though  ufed  in 
time  of  war  to  be  in  the  front  of  danger,  declared,  that  by  the 
treatment  of  the  French  iflands,  they  were  now  expofed  to  appre- 
henlions  unknown  before,  and  that  by  this  treatment  a  new  kind  of 
war  had  been  kindled  among  diem,  in  which  they  had  to  fear  not 
only  for  their  temporary  fafety,  but  their  very  exiftence.  Concur- 
ring withthefe  was  the  voice  of  our  enemies  who  accufed  us,  in  the 
face  of  the  world,  of  fuch  a6ls  as  the  laws  of  war  altc^ther  difal- 
low.  There  were  befides  various  applications  which  were  known 
to  have  been  made  trf  His  Majefty's  Mihifters  on  the  fubje<a,  both 
by  die  parties  aggrieved  and  thofe  who  feared  to  be  the  vi<Sims  of  re- 
tadiation  5  and  there  was  this  day  laid  on  the  table  a  petition  from 
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a  very  numerous  and  refpedable  body,  and  prefented  by  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  city  of  London. 

But  above  all,  in  afking  for  papers,  it  (hould  appear  that  die 
fubjeA  to  which  they  relate  was  of  fufEcient  importance.  Would 
this  be  denied  on  the  p^'efent  occaiion  ?  Did  it  not  involve  the  fame, 
honour,  and  hurtianity  of  the  Britifli  charaSer  ?  Its  fame,  never  to 
be  fo  judly  elUmated  as  by  its  ufe  of  \i&orf  ;  its  honour,  to  be 
tried  by  its  fidelity  to  engagements  ;  its  humanity,  by  its  condu6t  to 
the  oppreiTed  and  unfortunate.  Painful  as  the  queflion  might  be» 
it  was  to  be  afked,  whether  or  not  thofe  folitary  fucceffes  which,  in 
the  laft  campaign,  alone  relieved  us  from  the  contemplation  of  un- 
interrupted difafters,  have  not,  by  the  ufe  that  has  been  made  of 
them,  brought  us  into  more  difgrace  than  could  have  happened  from 
any  failure  or  d'^.fcat  ?  Such  were  the  conCiderations  with  regard  fio 
our  charadier  ;  with  regard  to  our  intcreft,  they  were  hardly  lefs 
forcible.  To  this  conduft  it  was  alledged  we  owed  already  the  lofs 
of  one  of  thefe  iflands,  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  our  blood,  and 
poffeffed  at  the  expence  of  our  charafter.  From  the  fame  caufe  it 
was  alledged  that  we  might  (hortly  ex^ed  the  lofs  of  the  reft  ;  while 
our  own  iflands  were  left  under  the  dreadful  apprehenfion  of  an  ag- 
gravated retaliation. 

One  more  confideration  he  could  not  help  prefTing  on  the  Houfe. 
At  a  time  when  the  war  feemed  to  be  carried  on  rather  from  feelings 
of  animofity  than  from  inducements  .of  intcreft,  nothing  could  tend 
fo  fafely,  fo  honourably,  and  fo  direSly,  to  the  attainment  of  peace, 
as  that  which  would  fcrve  to  diminifti  the  inveteracy  of  the  war. 
It  was  not  here  unworthy  of  us  to  look  at  the  example  even  of  an 

enemy,  when  it  was  an  cx:imple  of  humanity  and  moderation.  

Had  they  not  fliewn  this,  with  regard  to  their  army  in  Spain,  victo- 
rious, indeed,  but  which  had  difgraced  their  vidories  by  the  ill  ufc 
of  them  ?  He  did  not  fay  that  this  was  our  cafe  ;  but  when  we  were 
accufed  of  it,  it  was  fit  we  fhould  inquire ;  which,  at  any  rate, 
would  (hew  our  enemy  that  if  the  war  was  to  be  continued,  it  (hould 
be  continued  for  the  fake  of  juftice,  and  not  for  the  fake  of  plun- 
der and  fpoil.  Mr.  Barham  concluded  with  making  his  motions 
for  copies  of  the  proclamations,  &c. 

Mr.  MANNING  rofe  to  fccond  the  motion.  In  order  to  (hew 
that  no  charge  of  delay  attached  to  them  in  bringing  forward  the  fub- 
jeft,  he  mentioned  that  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Weft-India 
merchants  ;  that  they  had  prefented  one  memorial  on  the  28th  of 
Auguft,  1794,  and  a  fecond  in  the  month  of  February,  1795, 
and  had  received  no  anfwer  from  Minifters  till  wuthin  thefe  four 
ilays.    The  proclamation  iffmd  by  the  Commanders  led  to  a  iyfiem 
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of  goKial  confifcadon.    Meafures  had  indeed  been  taken  to  reftore 
Ae  property^  but  thefe  had  been  conveyed  in  a  private  and  confix 
dcntial  way.    The  perfons  concerned  were  not  fatisfied  with  this 
mode  of  proceeding :  they  ailced  why  a  dire£t  and  open  avowal  of 
the  original  fyOem  was  not  adopted,  in  order  that  it  might  be  con- 
veyed to  foreign  nations.    At  prefcnt  the  obnoxious  proceedings 
were  (till  confidered  as  public  a£)s,  and  the  objed  of  the  propofed 
inveftigation  was  to  obtain  a  clear  and  diflind  difavowal  of  them 
on  the  part  of  this  country.    Mr.  Manning  here  referred  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  Commanders  on  the  loth  of  May,  1794.— 
He  quoted  the  Kings  proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January, .  which 
promifed  to  thofe  iflands  which  (hould  fubmit  themfelves,  perfonal 
lecarity,  and  fccurity  for  their  property.    How  well  the  latter  pro- 
nuTe  had  been  kept,  would  appear  from  the  proceedings  that  had 
I    adually  taken  place.    He  had  lad  year  concurred  in  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  for  their  naval 
I    and  military  conduA  ;  in  the  capacity  of  Commanders,  he  highly 
approved  of  their  gallantry  and  exertions.    Their  fubfequent  cor- 
duft,  however,  appeared  to  him  to  call  for  inquiry.    In  that  ccn- 
I    dud,  fomething  might  be  traced  like  a  juftification  of  the  late  pro- 
!    clamation  of  the  French  Commander,  and  probably  the  new  fort  of 
I     war  carried  on  in  the  iflands,  was  only  a  retaliation  of  the  proceed- 
ings wluch  had  firft  taken  place  under  Britiih  aufpices.    If  wc 
looked  to  Condc  and  Valenciennes,  nothing  like  confifcation  or 
contribution  had  been  adopted,  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  places.    Nothing  of  that  fort  had  taken  place  in  Tobago.-— 
The  proclamation,  with  refped  to  its  local  operation,  had  indeed 
ban  annulled  by  the  meafures  taken  to  reftorc  the  conHTcated  pro- 
perty ;  but  with  rcfpcct  to  the  character  of  this  country,  it  could 
only  be  annulled  by  a  public  difavowal. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  was  aware  that  if  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  Minifters  were  to  give  their  negative  to  the  honourable  gen- 
demands  motion,  the  condudi  of  thefe  gallant  officers  would  be  liablt 
I     to  this  conftrudlion— that  "  the  imputations  which  had  been  cir- 
I     culatcd  were  well  founded,  and  that  Minifters  wilhed  to  ftiflc  in- 
I     quiry.    With  rcfpedt  to  thefe  meritorious  commanders^  he  was 
ready  to  declare  that  nothing  could  bring  him  to  concur  in  any  infi- 
nuation  that  might  be  made  againft  the  characters  of  either  of  them, 
It  was  impoffible  for  him  to  forget  the  pleafant  moments  he  had 
fpcnt  in  contemplating  the  trophies  tliey  had  fent  home,  or  to  con- 
fent  to  tear  the  laurels  from  their  brows,  which  they  had  fo  gal- 
lantly acquired.    If  any  part  of  their  conduct  was  not  ftriCtly  cor- 
^    wAj  helhould  feel  a  Itrong  inclination  to  put  ^^[5|^ifi^JJ^{,*y'^^5W^ 
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ftruAion  upon  it.    A  corre<£t  account  of  the  tnemorisl  had  not  been 
given  by  the  honourable  mover  and  feconder  of  this  niotion.  So 
early  as  M?y  or  June  laft  year,  reprefcntations,  it  was  true,  had 
been  received  by  Minifters  relative  to  the  condudl  of  Sir  Chaifci 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  but  as  no  information  had  been  received 
finin  either  of  diefe  OiGcers,  the  fadls  that  had  been  laid  before 
Minifters  were  returned  to  the  Weft  Indies,  accompanied  with  com- 
tnents  ftated  hypothetically.    It  gave  him  iingular  fatis£i6lian  to 
Itfle6t  that  the  anfwdr  was  hypothetical,  becaufe  the  event  had 
proved  that  tfiere  was  no  foundation  for  the  moft  weighty  of  the 
diaiges  adduced  againft  thefe  two  Commanders.    No  allufion  what- 
ever  had  been  made  to  the  caufe  of  the  proclamations  in  queftioiL 
The  firft,  in  point  of  date,  was  made  with  a  view  to  the  immediate 
fubmiffion  of  the  iflands.    Protedion  to  perfons  and  property  w$s 
of  oourfe  promifed,  as  an  inducement  to  an  immediate  furrender. 
The  inhabitants  did  not  however  comply  wjth  the  terms  of  diat 
proclamation ;  on  the  contrary,  they  made  a  defperate  reiiftafice, 
-and  every  inch  of  ground  was  obtained  by  dint  of  fighting.  Thcfe 
iflands  were  not  therefore  taken  poflfeftion  of  in  confequcnce  of  this 
invitation,  but  -by  conqueft.    This  circumftance  made  the  appli- 
cation of  the  laws  of  war  to  them  ftricily  juftifiable.    Under  thcfe 
circumftances,  he  believed  it  would  not  be  difputed  that  there  ex- 
iftcd  a  right  of  booty  on  the  part  of  the  captors.    On  the  extent  to 
which  this  booty  had  been  cartied,  and  the  laws  pf  conqueft  had 
been  or  might  be  carried,  he  (hould  be  totally  filent. 

Although  he  acceded  to  the  motion  as  it  now  ftood,  he  begged 
leave  to  enter  his  proteft  againft  inftituting  an  inquiry  to  the  extent 
that  had  been  hinted  at,  or  what  would  probably  be  expe6ied  by  an 
honourable  gentleman  oppodte  to  him  (Mr.  Grey).  Such  a  mca- 
fure  would  lead  to  a  tedious  inveftigation,  and  to  an  examinarion  of 
the  officers  who  had  ferved  under  the  Commanders  alluded  to,  and 
nould  not  be  productive  of  any  pradlcal  good.  It  was  natural  to 
fuppofe  that  fuch  an  examination  would  be  propofed  by  that  honour- 
lAle  gentleman,  whofe  father  had  acquitted  himfelf  in  a  manner 
that  had  produced  the  thanks  of  the  country  ;  but  it  was  his  duty 
to  ftale,  Aat  thofc  officers  were  employed  on  fcrvices  of  the  moft  fe- 
rious  nature,  and  that  any  call  on  them  would,  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment, deprive  the  country  of  their  fcrvices.  Befides,  the  Gazette 
accounts  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  fuperfcdc  the 
mceffity  of  fuch  an  examination.  His  reafon  for  6bje<fHng  to  a 
public  difavowal  was,  that  he  was  confident  it  would  be  impoflibie 
to  publifli  any  general  propofttion  on  the  fubjed  of  the  rights  of 
waTi  which  depended  fo  much  on  dxcumfiaiices  ^^^jQ^i^ 
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i  adtfition  to  this,  he  faid,  many  actions  on  the  fubjcit  of  thefe  cap-  ' 
I  tares  had  been  inftitutcd  in  the  Admiralty  Court.    It  would,  there- 
I  fere,  be  highly  improper  to  prejudge  thofe  pn^ccedings,  by  coming 
to  a  decifion  in  this  place.     He  did  imagine  that  the  letter  written 
by  a  noble  Duke  (his  Grace  of  Portland)  would  l.ave  been  final  and 
&tisfac^ory  on  thisfubjedV.    This  letter,  in  anfvrer  to  the  memo- 
rials that  had  been  tranfmittcd  to  the  ncblc  Duke  on  the  fubjcA  of 
I  Ae  proclamations  above  mentioned,  alTuwrd  the  memorialifts,  that 
!.  as  foon  as  Government  were  actjuaintcfi  with  the  import  of  thcfc 
proclamations,  they  fent  dire<5\i()ns  to  the  Weft  Indies,  which  were 
fo  clearly  underftood,  that  the  money  that  had  been  levied  was  if»- 
mediately  rcftored,  and  the  proclamation  could  not  but  be  confidered 
I  as  anntilled.    Notwithftanding  the  petition  that  had  been  prefented^. 
I  and  die  private  letters  that  had  been  quoted  in  proof  of  the  alarm 
[  diat  pervaded  the  Weft-IiyJia  iflands,  the  AlTcmbly  of  MartiniquCy 
I  fofar  from  entertaining  any  afperity  againft  Sir  Charles  Grey,  had 
[  come  to  a  refolution  expreffive  of  their  gratitude,  and  had  voted  him 
I  a  fervice  of  plate  and  a  fword.    It  was  therefore  incredible  that 
1   fuch  animofity  exilled  as  had  been  alierted.    No  man  would,  he 
ho^d,  have  the  effrontery  to  contend,  that  the  infurredlion  of  the 
French  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincent's,  and  the  rebellion  of  the  Caribs^ 
originated  in  the  proclamations  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jcrvis.    Neither  could  the  defcent  of  a  privateer's  crew  on  the  ifland 
of  Grenada,  for  the  purpofcs  of  plunder,  be  imputed  to  thefe  pro- 
cbmations.    In  agreeing  to  the  prefent  motion,  Mr.  Dundas  faid» 
I    he  dcfired  he  might  not  be  underftood  as  concurring  in  the  flighteft 
'    degree  in  any  mealure  that  had  a  tendency  to  convey  a  cenfure  on 
the  condudlof  two  gallant  officers,  who  had  fo  juftly  obtained  de« 
nxsiftracions  of  the  gratitude  of  their  country  for  their  meritorious 
fcrvices. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  there  appeared  to  him  that  a  confiderable 
<fcgree  of  difficulty  had  been  introduced  into  die  difcuffion  of  the 
fobjcift  before  the  Houfe,  by  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
treated.  He  certainly  was  a  friend  to  inquiry  in  general,  but  he 
was  not  fo  blindly  j  he  thought  that  it  was  ncccffary  at  all  times  thet 
fbmc  reafons  (hould  be  ftated  to  (hew  the  propriety  of  inquiry  into 
the  condud  of  any  perfons  whom  the  Houfe  were  called  upon  to 
bring  under  difcuffion.  The  honourable  Mover  of  the  prefent  mo- 
tion had  ftated  no  points  in  the  conduct  of  the  two  gallant  Com- 
manderg,  which  had  led  him  to  inftitute  an  inquiry,  or  had  afforded 
Him  grounds  of  condemnation.  The  honourable  Seconder  of  the 
modon  had  indeed  advanced  fome  objedions  to  their  conduA ;  forne 
ofviiieh  he  bad  founded  on  what  appeared  to  him  to  In:  ^£f^^^^ 
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others  on  matters  of  opinion.   With  rcfpedl  to  the  objcftions  on  the 
grounds  of  opinion,  the  principal  of  which  was,  that  he  confidered 
bootjr  as  by  no  means  the  proper  reward  for  the  7«al  and  fcrvkrcs  of 
the  military,  but  that  other  more  honourable  and  fatisfadlory  rewards 
ought  to  be  granted  to  them. — As  far  as  this  was  ftated  as  a  general 
and  abftraft  propofition,  he  might  poflibly  fed  himfelf  inclined  to 
agree  with  that  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  it  fiiould  be  remembered 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  not  fitting  as  an  affembly  delegated 
by  a  number  of  different  and  independent  nations  to  adjuft  die  code 
of  the  law  of  nations,  to  amend  its  precepts,  and  regulate  the  condud 
of  thofc  who  were  to  be  governed  by  it.    The  queftion  was  not 
what  was  proper,  or  what  was  confident  with  the  dictates  of  realbn, 
but  what  had  been  admitted  by  the  laws  of  all  civiliwd  nations  in  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  war.  Though,  therefore,  he  might  be  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  honourable  gentlemnn,  that  the  law  of  nations  mi^t 
be  confiderably  ameliorated,  and  brought  nearer  to  the  perfed  ftan- 
dard  of  juAice,  by  preventing  the  feizsre  of  booty  in  all  cafes,  yet 
as  confifcadon  and  booty  had  been  invariably  the  pradice  of  war  in 
all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  it  was  impoflible  to  jud^e  of  the  prcfent 
cafe  otherwife  than  on  the  maxims  which  had  been  fo  univerfally 
admitted.     The  reafoning  of  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
equally  apply  to  the  Manilla  ranfom  and  to  every  other  cafe  of  con- 
qoeft,  either  made  by  this  country  or  againft  diis  countiy,  as  to  the 
prefent  cafe.    As  to  the  fafts  brought  fonvard  by  the  honourable 
feconder  of  the  motion,  if  the  ftatement'  he  had  advanced  were  ac- 
curate, and  the  fafts  thcmfelves  true,  there  would  indeed  be  ground 
of  blame.    If,  as  it  had  been  ftated,  fpecific  promifes  had  been  made 
in  the  proclamation  of  January,  which  were  afterwards  broken  by 
Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir  J.  Jervis,  then  indeed  there  would  be  fcrious 
caufe  of  condemnation  ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  after  an  attentive 
pcrufal  of  that  proclamation,  that  all  the  promifes  contained  in  it 
were  pcrfeftiy  conditional ;  it  was  equally  clear  to  hitn  that  none  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Martinique  had  been  induced  to  come  in  under 
thofe  promifes,  and  that  the  conqueft  of  that  illand  was  a  conqucft 
by  force  and  by  ftorm  ;  this  then  being  the  cafe,  no  promife  was 
left,  and  no  breach  of  faith  could  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  An  allufion  had  been  made  to  the  different  mode 
of  condadl  obfcrved  at  Valenciennes :  to  this  a  very  fhort  anfwer 
only  was  neceffary  ;  Valenciennes  was  not  taken  by  ftorm  and  Mar- 
tinique was.    If  any  man  doubted  of  the  truth  of  this  h&,  he 
ihould  certainly  be  for  an  inquiry  ;  the  affertion  of  fuch  a  doubt  ap- 
peared to  him  a  fufficient  ground  for  invefligation ;  becaufe  when 
any  perfon  thought  it  neceffary  to  move  for  an  ^"^^'"^'Q^^l^^* 
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of  any  laft,  it  was  not  proper  to  deny  the  inquiry,  by  aiTuming  the 
troth  of  the  fa£V.  He  was,  however,  fomewhat  difcouragcd  by 
vhat  had  fallen  firom  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  weight  of  whole  * 
opinions  he  well  knew  in  the  Houfe  ;  that  honourable  gentleman 
lad  faid,  that  he  was  not  averfe  from  granting  the  papers^  but 
ihould  certainly  oppofe  the  inquiry  demanded  ;  he  was  of  a  contrary 
opinion>  and  thought  that  if  any  ftep  were  taken  in  the  bufinefs,  the 
Houfe  ought  to  go  fully  and  largely  into  the  moil  extenfive  inquiry 
on  the  fubjed  ;  as  a  Parliamentary  opinion  ought  not  to  be  partially 
given,  nor  without  a  complete  inveftigation  of  all  the  circumftances 
vf  the  cafe.  Mr.  Dundas  had  faid,  th^t  it  would  not  be  prudent 
(D  declare  ab(ha<fledly  what  were  the  rights  of  war  t  there  might  be 
ibme  jullicc  in  the  obfervation,  and  he  thought  there  were  confider'- 
able  difficulties  attending  fuch  a  declaration  in  any  war ;  but  this  war 
had  confiderably  increafed  thofe  ditHculties  ;  he  need  not  travel  far- 
ther than  the  cafe  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  to  prove  that 
affeition.  Great  ffarefs  had  been  laid  on  the  danger  of  retaliation  ; 
nay,  fome  perfons  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  all  the  horrors  that 
were,  and  were  likely  to  be  committed  by  the  French  in  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  would  not  be  unjuftifiablc  on  that  principle.  ^  He 
fhould  wi(h  to  know  to  what  extent  this  could  be  carried  ;  upon 
whom  retaliation  could  be  exercifed.  It  fliould  be  recollc(fled,  that 
this  contribution,  which  liad  been  the  caufc  of  complaint,  had  not 
fallen  on  all  the  French  proprietors ;  thofo  who  had  adhered  to  the 
French  Convention  had  been  fent  out  of  the  ifland  ;  no  complaint 
had  been  uttered  with  regard  to  them.  In  order,  therefore,  for 
the  Englifh,  who  might  be  fubdued  by  the  French,  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  (imilar  mild  treatment  with  thofe  upon  whom  a  contri- 
bution had  been  levied  in  Martinique,  they  muft  ftate,  that  they 
never  had  any  affcdion  for  this  Englifh  Government ;  th:\t  they 
never  approved  of  its  meafures,  and  that  they  cordially  received  their 
French  conquerors.  The  French  Commander,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  that  e^Ccellent  fchool  of  jufticc,  the  African  flave  tradj,  had 
not  complained  on  the  grounds  which  had  been  ftated,  but  on  the 
pounds  of  the  injufticc  done  to  the  Republicans.  He  could  not 
peiodve  with  what  juftice  the  lofs  of  Guadaloupe  could  be  confidcrcd 
»  owing  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Englifti  Commanders  ;  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  that  lofs  was  owing  to  the  fyftem  of  arming  the 
flavcs ;  whether  this  y^^xc  juftifiable  in  war,  in  which  fo  many 
dreadfStd  things  were  held  to  be  juftifiable,  he  {hould  not  attempt  to 
^detenpine ;  but  it  was  not  likely  that  the  inhabitants  (hould  chufe 
voluntarily  to  furrcnder  their  property  on  account  of  the  proclamation. 
As  he  Jiad  no  doubt  that  Sir  Ciiarles  Grey  and  Sir  Jolm  Jervis  were 
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materially  intcreftcd  in  the  inquiry,  he  certairrty  (hould  lca<i  to  riiff 
granting  it.  One  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  wiihed  for  Ac  inqmry, 
had  accufed  the  Comntanders  01^  a  breach  of  promife ;  he  could  not 
therefore  be  furprifed  at  that  gentleman's  wi(h!ng  for  an  inquiry. 
He  (hould  upon  every  confidcration  vote  for  the  inquiry,  but  cer- 
tainly was  not  inclined  to  limit  it ;  but  thought  that  if  vpon  die 
prpdu61ionof  the  proclamations  any  doubt  (hould  arife  or  any  groundP 
of  dUratisiadtion  (hould  apppcar  to  any  perfon  that  the  inquiry  ought 
to  be  gone  into  fully  and  completely,  he  (hould  certainly  meet  it  not 
with  any  prejudice  againft  the  Commanders ;  but  certainly  (hould 
feel  a  difpoiition  in  favour  of  men,  who,  during  a  very  long  period 
of  their  lives  had  ferved  their  country  with  zeal  and  ardour;  upm 
whofe  charaders,  whether  in  their  private  or  public  ftations,  not 
the  flighteft  reproach  had  ever  been  caft,  and  whofe  reputation  w» 
unfuUied  by  the  fmallcft  ftain  or  blemifh. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  fhould  not  have  rifen  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  were  it  not  for  the  fake  of  deprecaring  any  fiirthcr 
difcuflion  of  the  fubjcil  in  the  prefent  ftage.  The  prefent  morion 
was  not  for  iiiquiry,  but  merely  for  the  produdion  of  papers  which 
had  been  much  the  fubjc£l  of  convcrfation,  die  contents  of  whidi 
were  not  accurately  known ;  any  difcuflion,  therefore,  on  them, 
was  evidently  premature.  One  of  three  things  muft  ncccffarily  be 
the  confequcnce  of  their  production,  and  either  of  them  might  fol- 
low it.  The  papers  might  clearly  afford  grounds  for  blame  and 
condemnation,  or  they  might  give  fo  fatisfaftory  an  exptenation  of 
the  tranfacftions,  as  would  (hew  that  the  rumours  which  had  been 
circulated  were  pcrfctfHy  void  of  foundation,  and  fupplied  no  reafons 
for  fufpicion  of  the  Commanders,  or  to  believe  that  any  public  in- 
convenience would  be  the  confequencc  of  not  going  into  the  inquiry; 
or  laftly,  it  might  leave  caufe  for  doubt  in  the  minds  of  gentlemcft^ 
with  refpeft  to  the  behaviour  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jer- 
vis,  fo  as  to  make  them  overcome  the  fcnfe  of  public  inconvenience^ 
and  wifli  for  the  inquiry.  He  (liould  therefore  hope,  that  as  the 
Houfe  fcems  generally  difpofed,  for  various  reafons,  to  agree  to  Ac 
production  of  the  papers,  that  they  would  not  enter  into  a  debalt 
upon  what  might  be  inferred  from  them  previoufly  to  their  bdng 
produced.  He  himfelf,  perhaps,  might  be  offending  againft  tbi§ 
recommendation,  when  he  faid,  that  the  fatSts  brought  forwasd  by 
the  gentlemen  who  moved  for  the  produftii»n  of  the  papers  wcienot 
accurately  ftatcd  ;  he  (hould  not,  however,  diicufs  thole  poiir:t»  It 
prefent,  but  referve  his  opinions  till  the  papers  were  produced  f  ^ 
which  he  (hould  not  object  for  the  fake  of  ail  parties^  for  tbc 
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fiSSoa  6[  the  Publki  and  the  gratiBcation  of  the  honourable  feel* 
i^p  of  thofe  who  were  more  immediately  concerned. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  wks  of  opinion,  that  thofe  gcntlenrcn 
vho  Game  fe>rward  upon  this  occafion  ought  to  have  taken  pains  to 
afeertain  fonae  fadts,  upon  which  to  found  afterwards  an  inquiry, 
and  to  flicw  that  there  was  fonw  reafon  for  inquiry  before  they 
pocceded  to  call  kft  any  papers :  fuch  the  Houfe  In  general  expeft- 
ed  upon  motions  for  xhe  production  of  papers  ;  but,  inftead  of  this, 
:  they  called  for  the  papers,  and  left  the  matter  to  be  difpofcd  of  af- 
tenrards,  according  as  they  might  be  able  to  lifh  for  information  out 
of  the  papers  fo  produced.    lie  had  no  objection  to  the  inquiry, 
and  he  hoped  they  had  none  \  but  he  mud  alfo  exprefs  a  hope,  that 
thefc  gentlemen  would  follow  thefe  motions  for  papers  with  others 
'  ef  fomc  importance,  which  would  afford  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and 
Sr  John  Jervis,  an  opportunity  of  hying  all  of  the  circumf^ances  of 
ihcir  conduct  in  the  Weft  Indies  before  the  Houfe.    When  thefe 
dicumftanccs  were  broi^ht  fairly  forward,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  conduct  of  thefe  gallant  officers  would  rcfledV  on  them  the 
hi^ieft.  honour. — This  would  refute  all  the  calumny  that  had  bceij 
fo  indoftrioirfly  ciK^ulated  againft  them.    He  hoped,  that  gentle- 
men who  fexmed  fo  dcfirous  at  prefent  of  entering  into  the  difeuf- 
fion  of  this  fubjedt  would  keep  nothing  back,  but  come  forward 
fairlT  and  candidly.    Here  he  proceeded  to  take  notice,  under  dif-> 
fercBt  heads,  of  the  various  reports  that  had  ticen  circulated  to  the 
i  prejodice  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  and  then  ex- 
pbioed  the  points  tliat  had  been  crroneoufly  ftatcd,  on  each  of  which 
he  argued  at  fomc  length,  and  came  to  conclufions  highly  favourable 
t)  thefe  gentlemen.    He  maintained,  that  as  they  todc  polTcftion 
of  die  difTcrent  places  mentioned  by  force  of  arms,  and  by  ftorm, 
as  had  been  truly  ftatcd  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  all  the  property 
became  forfeited,  and  all  the  inhabitants  were  fubjc6^,  by  the  law 
of  nations,  to  a  military  execution.    This  dod^rine,  he  maintained 
tobcconfiftent  not  only  with  the  fpirit  of  the- law  of  nations,  but 
alfo  with  the  practice  of  war  in  the  moft  modem,  as  well  as  ancient 
times ;  and  viewing  the  fuhje£t  in  that  light,   they  were,  in  his 
^  opiaion,  highly  meritorious.    The  circuniftrtnces  of  thefe  places 
being  taken  by  afiault,  did  away  all  the  (^jeciions  which  had  been 
taken  againft  the  principle  of  the  pnxlamation  which  had  been  fo 
Rwich  complained  cf.    Thefc  objections  were  built  upon  the  idea 
tbtthc  parties  on  whom  contribution  had  been  levied  had  furrendcr- 
ed  to  the  British  arms,  for  fo  fome  of  the  memorials  ftatcd ;  but  it 
'  TO  ridiculous  to  talk  of  the  furrcnder  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  place 
vhich  had  been  taken  by  ftorm.   All  that  he  had  heard,  axid  ali 
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that  he  knew  upon  this  fubjefl,  led  him,  as  a  friend  to  Sit  Chaiies 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  to  wi(h  for  this  inquiry,  bccaufc  he  was 
fure  that  the  nr^orc  their  ccnducl  was  examined,  the  nu>vc  it  would 
appear  to  their  honour  ;  but  he  could  not  help  exprcfilng  feme  re- 
gret that  pcrfons  who  had  merited  fo  much  honour,  who  had  fo 
defervedly  received  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  their  condu<5^,  who 
had  been  fo  vidorious,  (hould  not  yet  have  received  fome  mark  of 
His  Majcfty's  approbation,  cfpecially  as  others,  who  no  doubt  had 
aflcd  bravely,  had  not  been  equally  fuccefsful,  had  received  Royal 
favour.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  as  this  bufineft  had  been 
brought  forw^ard  in  this  manner,  he  hoped  the  Houfc  would  not 
be  content  with  having  a  few  papers  on  its  table,  but  that  a  h\r 
and  full  invcftigation  of  the  whole  matter  w,ould  be  entered  into. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  obferved,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  feflion, 
a  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  faid,  that  l-c  fhould 
bring  forward  a  motion  relative  to  tl.c  conduS  of  the  war  in  the 
Weft  Indies;  and,  wlien  he  heard  that  honourable  Member  fay 
fo,  he  laid,  he  hoped  that  he  would  rtnt  forget  the  fubject  on  which 
the  H«>ufe  was  now  engaged.  With  regard  to  the  proclamations, 
he  believed  there  was  not  a  Weft- India  merchant  that  had  received 
letters  from  their  agents  without  bitter  complaints  againfl:  rhcm ; 
he  wiflicd,  indeed,  that  the  queftion  had  been  narrowed  to  tbcfe 
proclamations — he  had  only  feen  the  ^  two  printed  proclamations. 
He  entertained  a  verj'  high  opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir 
John  Jervis  ;  one  of  them  was  his  intimate  acquaintance  ;  and  he 
was  certain  that  their  g-^llantry  entitled'  them  to  the  gratitude  of 
their  country,  not  only  for  the  iflands  which  they  had  fubducd,  but 
the  prefervation  cf  our  own  from  the  diffuiion  of  French  principles 
in  them.  He  was  not  afraid  of  thefe  proclamations  in  the  hand* 
of  Sir  Charles  Grey  or  Sir  J.  Jervis,  but  he  was  afraid  of  them  m 
the  hands  of  Hugues. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  many  circumftances  had  Induced  hitn  to 
fpeak  in  this  debate,  at  as  late  a  period  as  he  poflibly  could.  Hfl 
wiflied  to  have  heard  fully  flared  all  the  objedlions  and  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  accufcttion  brought  forward  on  this  occafion,  againft  the  two 
officers  whofe  condufl  had  now  become  the  objcdt  of  difculTjon. 
He  was  anxious  to  learn  what  part  ftiould  be  taken  on  this  acafion 
by  His  Alajcfty's  Miniftcrs,  for  they  had  long  been  in  poffcflion  of 
^very  proceeding  that  related  to  the  fubje<ft.  He  muft  fay,  he  kit 
Jiimfclf  r)ow  under  a  c'^nfidcrable  cmbarrafTment,  in  confequcncc 
of  fome  part  of  the  cr.ndud  of  Minifters,  and  of  the  explanation 
given  on  their  behalf.  He  agreed,  however,  in  tliis,  that  tlw 
queftion,  in  its  prefcnt  lhapc,  was  not  adapted  for  minute  dct^K 
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He  owned,  tfaac  dus  proceeding  appeared  to  him  in  fome  i^fpeQn 
fii^br.    It  had  been  ufuai,  when  inquiries  were  talked  of,  to 
hj  fome  grounds  for  entering  into  it.    To  ftate  fome  charge  that 
vas  to  be  made  oat.    To  ftate  that  the  papers  called  for  would 
tend  to  make  out  that  charge,  and  that  witnefies  might  be  examin- 
ed to  prove  it.    In  the  prefent  Inflance  the  reverfe  was  the  cafe. 
Honourable  gendemen,  with  a  vague  cenfure  and  indtfcriminate 
rumour,  feemed  to  aiTert  they  had  fome  idea  that  if  diefe  papers 
were  produced,  fome  inquiry  might,  in  the  event,  be  neceifary. 
This  mode  of  proceeding  diftrcffed  him  confiderably.    There  was 
no  fpccific  charge  exhibited,  but  fomething  by  way  of  implication. 
Did  he  know  that  this  was  to  be  followed  up,  he  might  remain  fi* 
lent  for  the  prefent.    But  as  he  did  not  know  the  cafe  would  fo 
turn  out,  he  could  not  be  fure  that  he  (hould  have  another  oppor- 
tunity of  faying  any  thing,  for  if  after  thcfe  papers  came  to  be  laid 
qxm  the  table,  no  inquiry  (hould  be  moved  for,  the  bufinefs  muft 
end.    He  had  fome  idea  that  this  nught  be  the  cafe  from  what  he 
heard  to-night  from  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  one  of  whom  had 
given  the  Houfc  to  underiiand  that  he  was  not  pledged  to  any  thuig 
upon  this  fubjcd.    If,  therefore,  ru>  farther  proceeding  (hould  be 
had  than  merely  laying  thcfe  papers  before  the  Houfc,  he  (hould  be 
dqrived  of  any  opportunity  of  giving  any  explanation  upon  the 
matter.    The  Secretary  of  State  had  entered  his  caveat  againft 
pledging  himfelf  to  any  inquiry,  becaufe  it  might  be  very  inconve* 
nicnt  to  the  fervice  to  call  for  the  tcftimony  of  officers  who  might 
be  called  abroad  ^  and,  indeed,  that,  to  a  certain  degree,  was 
true,  for  he  knew  many  whofe  evidence  would  be  eflential  if  this 
inquiry  be  entered  into.   But  was  that  his  fault,  or  was  it  die 
fault  of  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies?    Certainly  not.— 
But  if  there  was  to  be  an  inquiry,  would  it  not  be  an  hard(hip  on 
thcfe  Commanders  to  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  the  tcdimony 
of  thcfe  officers  whofe  evidence  was  fo  efleruial  t   He  (hould  have 
imagined  that  if  gentlemen  had  the  feeling  they  ought  to  have  for 
the  chara<3er  of  officers  who  had  been  50  years  in  the  fervice,  and 
whofe  honour  was  hitherto  without  a  (lain,  they  would  not  have 
been  fo  forward  in  making  charges,  as  it  were,  by  implication.  A 
memorial  was  prcfcnted  by  a  Mr.  ThcUufon  againft  the  condufl  of 
thcfe  officers  in  the  Weft  Indies.    Who  that  Mr.  Thellufon  was 
he  did  not  know,  but  his  memorial  breathed  nothing  but  direfl  and 
poGdve  wifehood :  this  he  was  ready  to  prove  at  the  bar  of  that 
Houfc,  if  the  inquiry  was  inftitutcd.    He  (hould  prove  alfo  every 
thing  that  was  ncccflary  to  juftify  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jenris  in  their  c(»du€t  in  the  Weft  Indies— ^that  they  had  merited 
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and  reccW«fl  the  thanks  of  the  inhabitants  for  what  they  did.  Her$ 
he  entered  into  an  account  of  the  n\anner  in  which  the  captured 
iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  been  treated  by  Sir  Charles  Gref 
and  Sir  John  Jervis— that  they  were  taken,  as  the  Secretary  oif 
State  himfclf  had  ftated,  by  force  of  arms ;  and  that  therefore^  by 
the  law  of  nations,  they  were  liable  to  be  put  under  contribution  a» 
they  had  been.  And  farther,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  thcfc  Com*- 
manders  to  atfl  as  they  had  done ;  that  they  were  bound  fiO  do  fo  by 
the  rules  of  war,  for  His  Majefty  and  his  forces.  The  very  pio- 
daniation  which  had  been  complained  of  fo  much,  was  not  even 
aded  upon.  That  they  gave  up  the  idea  of  enforcing  it  even  be* 
fore  orders  came  to  that  efFc£l  from  home,  under  the  hafHl  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  ais  Secretary  of  State.  After  reciting  aU  the 
ctrcumihnces  of  thefe  captures,  and  making  many  obfervations 
upon  them,  he  faid,  he  wiQicd,  and  he  knew  that  Sir  Chailc* 
Grey  and  Shr  John  Jervis  wifhed,  as  much  as  any  man  in  that 
Houfe,  that  an  inquiry  fhould  take  pJace ;  but  that  fliould  be  a  fuU 
and  fair  inquiry,  for  which  purpofe  a  great  number  of*  living  wit- 
neffcs  mufl:  be  examined,  and  many  pnnts  of  evidence  would  be 
necefTary,  which  he  did  not  fee  how  ofBcially  they  could  be  la^d  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

Mr.  THELLUSON  juflificd  the  memorial  of  a  near  relation  of 
his,  whidi  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  Member  who 
fpokc  laft. 

Mr.  JLUSHINGTON  would  not  have  rifcn,  if  it  had  not  hctn 
iniinuated  that  the  whole  proceedings  againft  the  gemlcmen  in  qucf- 
tion  were  incited  by  calumny.  He  thtTi  ftated  what  had  pafl'ed  at 
the  meeting  of  merchants,  where  he  attended,  and  he  wifhcd  that 
their  opinions  might  be  confirmed  by  His  Majcfty's  Advocate  Gene* 
rar,  and  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  liad,  he  undcrflo(»d, 
delivered  their  fentiments  in  private,  and  then  a  full  opporfunijy 
might  be  given  for  explanation.  He  was  nor  furprifed  at  the  de- 
fence of  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Grey)  but  he  confidered 
the  inquiry  as  expedient  for  public  honour,  and  for  public  jufiice, 
and  equally  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  and  fecurity  of  the  property 
of  His  Majelly's  fubjetfls-  It  was  juft  alfo,  acccM-ding  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity,  upon  which  the  happine fs  and  comfiort  ot  fo 
many  individuals  are  dependent.  If  any  country  could  be  parn- 
cularly  interefted  in  an  inquiry  of  this  nature,  where  ccmmerce  is 
fo  materially  interefted,  it  muft  be  Great  Britain,  for  her  admirable 
Conftitution  is  fo  fupportcd  and  dignified  by  lurr  conr  mercial  en- 
gagements, tliat  to  endanLi^r  them  in  any  deegree  would  be  to  ri(k 
the  Ipfs  of  all  her  foreign  dependencies,  and  ukimatcly  fiiatier  ibc 
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pillars  of  her  Con(Ktutton  to  atoms.  He  Was  aftonifticd  at  the  op^ 
pofition  which  had  been  made  to  the  produflipn  of  the  p3pers,  bc- 
^fe  he  only  wifhed  for  fome  authoritative  opinionr  to  dire6)  the 
.  judgement  of  the  Houfc,  which  thofe  papers  albne,  or  principally, 
iecmed  capable  of  affording.    A  right  honourable  gentleman  upon 
tKe  floor  had  obferved,  and  with  great  truth  and  penetration,  diat 
,      the  charafler  of  the  country  is  her  great  refourcc,"  and  he  fo  pcr- 
fcMy  coincided  in  this  obfervation,  that  he  fufpc(^cd  the  want  of  this 
j  diaradcr  occafioned  the  lofs  of  Guadaloupe.    Nor  had  the  want  of 
attention  to  this  charadler  ended  here,  for  he  feared  the  difcontents 
j   and  animofities  it  had  excited  would  be  the  eaufe  of  future  lolTes* 
Commenting  then  upon  the  proclamation,  he  remarked,  that  as  it ' 
m$  afterwards  refcinded,  there  were  reafons  of  aflfumption  that 
it  was  neither  grounded  in  policy  or  principle.    If  the  gentlemen 
in  queftion  withdrew  the  proclamation  fix  weeks  after  it  had  been 
iffued,  it  indicated  furely  that  they  felt  it  was  improper.    He  c:4llcd 
upon  the  Houfc  therefore  to  eftablifli  that  charaotcr  of  the  country 
wbich  is  its  greateft  m\  radical  refource.    Whatever  mifc(  nlruc- 
tions  might  be  put  upon  his  zeal  and  pcrfeverance  in  this  affiir  he 
difregarded,  far  he  was  fenfible  of  the  arduous  fituation  in  which 
the  gentlemen  had  been  placed,  and  the  truft  committed  to  theit 
charge.    He  was  as  eager  as  any  gentlem^rn  prcfent  to  render  grati* 
tttde  to  merit,  and  whenever  rewards  arni  honour  were  obtained,  he 
^  dofirous  they  (hould  be  recorded.    It  was  not,  however,  (ot 
a  viSorious  army  to  fix  the  mode  and  extent  of  their  depredation*, 
and  he  never  would  admit  it.    If  the  Houfe  fhould  cither  fAn^"lion, 
orrefufe  its  authority  upon  this  queihon,  he  conceived  it  would 
cftifelitb  a  precedent  of  more  dangerous  confequcnces  than  could  be 
inftantly  forefeen.    Declarations  might  be  made  with  an  intent  of 
good  fiiith,  to  keep  trade  and  property  facred  ;  but  notwithftanding 
fach  declarations,  if  the  enemy  altered  their  fyftem,  it  would  be  in- 
combcm  upon  us  to  alter  ours  alfo. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  objedcd  to  the  opinions  of  himfclf  an4  ' 
Hk  Majcfty's  law  officers  ;  becaufe  thefe  opinions  were  merely  hy- 
pochedcal,  and  founded  on  ex  parte  evidence.  He  concurred  with 
ttie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  it  would  be  more  proper  to 
difcufeibefc  opinions  when  the  papers  were  laid  uix>ti  the  tabic.  At 
prefemt  he  confidered  the  queftion  to  be  prematurely  agitated ;  but 
^ncbe  papers  were  produced,  he  did  not  hefitate'to  pronounce, 
*at  all  farther  proceedings  in  the  bufinefs  would  be  condutlcd  with 
Mdoor.and  with  care*  He  fubfcribed  tct  the .  declaration  of  the 
koWttraWc  gentleman,  that  the  character  of  the  country  is  her  great 
lifiNi^       be  jrenunded  him  alfo,  that  the  chamber  of  di^  i^reat 
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and  ctnineftt  perfdlis  in  it  formed  likewife  a  vtfiy  material  part  of 
it. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  declared,  that  thcfc  was  fcatce  one 
paper  in  exiftence  Which  had  any  application  to  the  fubjeiSt. 

Mr.  BARHAM  in  ifcply,  protcfted  that  the  copy  of  a  memorial 
prcfented  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  been  fcen  in 
fomc  office,  though  in  what  office  he  could  not  fay.  It  was  a  paper 
containing  many  material  dilutions.  As  to  the  other  papers  he 
had  mpved  for,  he  ftated  his  authority  from  an  anfwer  of  the  Duk« 
of  Portland  to  a  memorial  of  the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants, 
which  alledged,  that  no  farther  explanation  could  be  given  until  the 
law  officers  had  been  confulted,  and  had  made  their  report.  This 
anfwer  was  delivered  by  his  Grace  to  Lord  Penrhyn.  whoprefented 
the  memorial  as  chairman  of  the  meeting.  Adverting  to  what  had 
been  uiged  by  different  gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  he 
iirft  noticed,  that  a  learned  and  honourable  Member  had  aocufed 
him  of  premature  agitation  when  the  queftion  was  brought  cooUy 
and  deliberately  forward,  and  another  honourable  gentleman  had  in- 
terpreted  his  obje6l  to  be  an  intention  of  cenfure,  which  he  moft  te« 
nacioufly  difclaimed.  tie  thought  no  complaint  could  with  propriety 
be  made  of  preliminary  accufation,  when  they  were  indeterminately 
arguing  upon  papers  they  did  not  poiTefs ;  nor  could  fuch  si  compLiint 
be  made,  while  they  adverted  to  papers  which  they  had  not  read« 
One  opinion  muft  be  taken  upon  the  vic^  of  the  proclamation,  and 
another  on  the  documents.  They  could  not  indeed  pafs  without  die 
iiotice  of  the  Houfc,  if  they  were  like  the  papers  in  his  hands.  He 
concluded  by  obfcrving,  that  he  merely  moved  for  the  copies  of  the 
memorials  themfelves,  and  not  for  any  farther  proceedings  i^wn 
them. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  "  before  the  Houfe  comes  to  a  decifion 
on  a  queftion  fo  important  in  itfclf,  and  fo  particularly  important  as 
at  is  perfonal  to  men,  to  whom  we  owe  not  only  juftice  to  their  me- 
rits, but  caution  and  delicacy  in  every  thing  that  touches  their  repu- 
tation, I  wifli  to  ftate  my  own  embarraflment,  and  to  requeft  the 
Houfe  to  look  forward  and  confider  the  difficult  (ituation,  in  which 
they  may  find  themfelves,  if  that  fliould  happen,  which  is  vciy 
likely  to  happen,  in  a  fubfequent  ftage  of  the  prcfent  proceeding ; 
that  is,  if  the  motion  (hould  be  carried,  and  if  the  right  honourable 
the  Secretary  of  State  (hould  adhere  to  the  declaration  he  has  made 
this  night.  He  has  fairly  told  us,  that,  in  yielding  to  the  prcfent 
motion  for  papers,  he  does  not  hold  himfclf  engaged  to  ftir  anodicr 
ftep  in  the  bnfinefs;  that  the  parties  are  not  to  expcdt  him  to  concur 
in  any  propoficion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  tran(a£tiona  to  which 
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ftfds  Tchit  ;^  that  fuch  inqulty  might  go  to  a  length  incorppatible 
widr  Ae  aftoal  ftafe  6lF  the  feflion,  and  could  not  be  carried  on  at 
dt  #idKH2t  the  perfonal  ' Attendance  of  many  officers,  who*  were 
^AaaEf  cmpToyed  or^ppolhted  on  foreign  (ervice  of  the  utmc^ft  im- 
poitance  to  the  Public,  from  which  they  could  not  be  fpared.  Nov/, 
•Sr;  if^-  wKflri'thcfd  papers  are  before  us,  thefe  cbjetSions  to  any 
6rftierJ;Mroceedingf  fhould  be  urged  by  that  right  honourable  gcntle- 
maii,  mi*  urged  with  fucccfs,  as  I  fufpe<5t  they  will  be,  from  his 
gtcat  we^ht  and  authority  w^ith  the  Houfe,  let  us  confider  in  what 
fituaticMT'we  fliall  thcnieavc  the  charadter  and  hoAour  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis.  On  that  fubjedr,  gentlemen  here  fpc^k 
widi  great  mildncfs  arrd  deticiacy,  but  what,  in  fad,  will  be  the 
impieffion  abroad,  if  a  motion  for  papers,  in  which  the  condudt  of 
tficfc  gentlemen  is  fo  materially  concerned,  fliould  be  agreed  to? 
No  man  will  deny  that  It  Is  of  itfelf  an  imputation  ;  that  it  creates 
or  foppofes  feme  doubt  «  l«lft,  which,  to  men  of  their  charaftcr, 
nuift  be  equivalent  to  an  accufation,  and  that  it  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
a  iiirjed  of  inquiry.  But,  when'  you  have  admitted  the  imputation, 
wiS  you  refufe  the  inquiry  ?  Sir,  for  my  own  part,  I  d  >  not  think 
that  fufficient  ground,  or  any  ground,  has  been  eftabliihed  for  ac- 
cecBng  to  the  motion ;  but  if  I  thought  otherwife,  I  never  would 
agree  ta it  without  holding  myfelf  at  the  fame  time  bound,  in  juf- 
tice  and  honour  to  the' parties,  to  give  them  every  pofTible  mean$ 
and  opportunity  to  clear  and  vindicate  their  chara61er  fiom  the  ef- 
fcfis  of  that  imputation.  It  is  not  a  light  or  indifferent  matter  for  . 
tfiis  Hode  to  accede  to  fuch  a  motion.  It  is  not  a  thing  to  be  taken 
^  or  abandoned  without  folid  reafons,  and  ferbus  confideration ; 
and  I  Dim  I  fliould  have  thought  that  His  Majefty*s  Secretary  of 
State  would  have  afted  with  more  juftice,  prudence  and.confiflcncy, 
if  he  had  given  a  negative  to  the  motion,  as  I  fliall  do,  rather  than 
have  ooiifcnted  to  it,  t  he  has  done,  with  an  cxprefs  caveat 
^gainft  any  farther  proceeding."  He  confents  to  a  leading  ftep,  but 
he  will  confeot  to  no  other.  I  f  the  Houfe  fliould  follow  hi  m  i  n  that 
condoS,  the  refult  will  b%-that  poffibly  a  mod  unjuft  imputation 
may  be  admitted,  whilc*the  means  of  refuting  it  are  denied.  I  am, 
Aatfere,  againft  the  motion." 

■  Mr.  GREY  explained.  He  complained  of  the  hardfliip  attend- 
ing Ac  di£aflion  of  a  queflion  of  this  nature  fo  late  in  the  feflion, 
^*cit  officer*  wcte  upon  tlic  point  of  failing  whofe  oral  teftimony  was 
fc  very  nflqiafttc.  The  evidence  of  General  Myers,  he  obfervcd, 
tsTMeperfim^f^eul^r;  was  Indifpenfible ;  and  yet  General  Myers 
^  about  to  quit  the  kingdoiti,  nor  would  he  flop  without  an  exprefs 
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order  finom  the  Duke  of  York  or  General  Dundas.    Referring  Do 
the  General's  letter,  it  dated,  tiut  he  wcAild  rood  readily  make  his 
affidavit  in  the  vindication  of  the  Commanders'  condud ;  but  tlus, 
Mn  Grey  contended,  could  never  be  fo  efficient,  or  fo  fiili  as  a 
pcrfoml  allcgatbn  and  interrogatories  by  counfel.    He  referred  aUb 
to  fome  exculpatory  letters  of  Colonel  Prefcott  and  General  Dundas, 
and  fo  bx  he  aiTured  die  Houfe  was  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles  Grey 
and.  Sir  John  Jervis  from  bdng  without  a  precedent,  as  it  iiad  been 
pretended,  that  it  was  diredtty  the  reverfe ;  for  when  the  Frendi 
made  a  conqueft  laft  war  of  the  ifland  of  Greneda,  the  property 
was  all  confifcated,  and  a  file  of  mufqueteers  were  ient  on  fbose  to 
annul  all  debts  on  Engliih  mortgages  or  to  Englifh  merchants,  ^- 
though  he  acknowledged  that,  upon  the  rcmonftrances  of  Mr.  Pigot 
and  Mr.  Scott,  who  were  difpatched  to  the  French  Court  ibr  thst 
purpoTe,  fome  remiffions  were  made.^ 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  in  explanadon  ^fferted,  diat  what  had 
been  called  an  a£l  of  confifcation  in  die  ifland  of  Grenada  was  no- 
thing more  than  an  afi  of  icqueftration  from  all  the  afafentees.-« 
Some  mifcondu£i,  he  oonfelTed,  was  ufed  in  the  enforcement  of  this 
aA,  but  fatisfadlion  was  foon  ^ven.    He  did  not  difpute,  witboat 
the  authority  of  Generals  and  Majors^  but  what  the  nidkxrs  in  fuch 
a  cafe  of  conquefi  had  fuch  a  right  to  the  application  of  the  property, 
_  for  the  memcnrials  of  the  planters,  and  the  merchants  had  notdif- 
puted  it,  but  it  was  thou^t  that  in  Martfnique  and  Guadakiq)C| 
the  rights  of  war  had  been  extended  witkioo  much  rigour* 
Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  explained. 
Mr.  JEKYLL  fupported  the  motion  for  die  produdion  of  die 
papers,  becaufe,  notwith{landing[  tiie  aflS^dation  of  ddicacjr,  the 
C(%imanders  were  reprcfentcd  to  be  virtually^criminal. .  He  diifiaed 
from  Mr.  Francis^  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  the  pmdudion  of 
the  p^^ers  to  be  tantamount  to  an  a£l  of  crimination,  or  evenot 
accuiadon.    On  the  contrary,  if  it  (hould  hereafter  be  determined 
not  to  proceed  any  farther,  he  ooncdved  there  could  be  nocrimina- 
tion.    In  r^ard  to  the  expediency  of  inquiry,  too, .  he  could  net 
but  confider  the  Houfe  as  a  tribunal  which  would  enforce  the  at- 
tendance of  every  neceilary  witnefs;  and  as  to  the  abfenceof  the 
troops,  when  it  was  faid  they  were  going  to  action,  he  believed  it 
to  be  nothing  more  tlian  that  they  were  going  to  be  put  in  modon. 
He  fuppofcd  no  perfon  was  difpofed  to  contravene  the  rights  of  war, 
which  have  been  infifted  on  by  every  writer  on  the  laws  of  natioos, 
from  PufFcndorff  down  to  Vattcl.   Although  His  Majefty's  Advo- 
cate had  pronounced  on  partial  fySts,  none  fuch  would  be  produced 
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before  a  tribunal  competent  of  inquiiy*  He  made  obfervations  on 
the  point,  that  if  this  matter  deferved  inquiry,  no  confideration  of 
inconvenience  ought  to  prevent  it,  for  that  the  word  accufatton  ought 
not  to  be  coquetted  with,  under  an  affe^f^ation  of  candour  &nd  li- 
berty to  the  Commanders.  He  was  confident,  however,  that  if  an 
ittpniy  was  inftituted,  it  would  redound  to  the  honour  of  thefc  two 
Commanders. 

The  queftion  on  the  firft  motion  for  a  copy  of  the  proclamation 
«f  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  was  then  put  and  carried. 
The  following  refolutims  were  then  put  and  carried. 

ReToIved,  That  an  humble  Addrefi  be  prefcntcd  to  Hh  Majefly,  tha 
He  will  be  gracioufly  plealed  to  give  direoions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
tfaii  Hottfe,  copies  of  fuch  memorialsf  or  other  papers,  as  hare  been 
prcfcDted  to  thefe,  or  other  of  His  Majeily  V  officers,  relating  to  the  con- 
dad  which  was  obferred  to  the  French  iiknds  after  they  came  under  tho 
Britxfh  Government. 

RefoUed,  That  an  humble  Addreis  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that 
He  will  be  gradouily  pleafed  to  give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
^  diis  Houfe,  copies  of  luch  memorials  as  have  been  prefented  to  His  M«- 
i'  jefty*!  Miaifters  on  the  fame  fubjed,  together  with  the  anfwers  given 

bj  them  to  the  memorialifts. 
f  Refolved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that 
He  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
thii  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  memorial  prefented  to  ^he  Duke  of  Portland, 
ifi  anfwer  to  the  menftorials  of  ^he  Wcil->India  merchants  and  planters 
and  others,  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis* 

Refi>lved»  That  an  humble  Addreis  be  prefented  to  HisMajeft;^,  that 
He  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dire6Hons,  that  there  be  laid  be* 
;  fcre  this  Houfe,  copies  of  the  fcpj^ra^e  inllrudtions  tranfmitted  to  Sir 
'  Charles  Grey,  relative  to  the  difiribution  of  any  bopty  taken  on  land, 
1^  hy  His  Majefly's  army  and  navy,  in  the  iflands  of  Maninique,  Saint 
Lttda,  and  Guadaloupe, 

Refdveiif  That  an  hqmble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Ma  jeily,  that 
He  will  be  gi\|(]9ufly  pleafed  to  give  dircAions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
thb  Houfe,  aloopy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  of  the  7th  of 
March,  relating  ^  the  plan  of  diftribut|oQ  propofed  by  Sir  Cbarlea 
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PAPERS  prcfentcd  to  the  House  of  Commons,  purfuant  to 
Addreffcs,  relative  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jervis.  .  . 

,  No.I. 

COPY  of  a  PROCLAMATION  at  Martinique,  tfhe  30th  March  1794, 
by  General  Sir  Charles  Grey,  IC.  B.  Commander  in  Chief  of  li^M 
'MajcAy's  Forces  in  the  Weft  I'rtdics,  &c.  icc^  &c.  •  .  * 

MARTINIQUE.  »• 
(L.  S.) 

By  his  Exccllfncy  Sir  C^^ARLES  GREY,  K.  B. 

Gi'iRr.il  t)r    His  Mijcrty's  AnnVjp    au»l  Cpm-; 
.     maiidcr  in  Chief  of  His  forces  ia  the  Weil 
Indies,  5tc.  &c.  &c.^  ...  . 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  is  ncceflaiyt  forthe  goodof  Hfs  M-ijcfty'sfervice,  and 
the  coniiort  and  convt- nieni^c  of  the  inhabitants  of  rbis  colony,  that  ibme 
temporary  reticulations  (hoald  be  n>ade  tor  the  civil  Government  thereof, 
•ti|i  inch  rime  as  I  Ks  Majcfty'-s  pleafure  is  known,  and  fiich  a  reg^ular  1 
fyftem  is  adopted  tor  the  fnturcarrringemcnt  of  all  matters,  dvil  and 
nuiitar)',  «i8  tn  h\s  ^ifdomMiuy  fetjm  moll  rnect,  foJ-  the  maintfnioce  of 
hi*  own  authority,  and  the  happincfsand  profperity  of.his  net*  :ubjc<!ts; 
I  DO  think  fir,  in  His  Majcity's  name,  hereby  to  publilh  this  MY 
PROCLAMA  TION,  rccaliinj^'to  the  cxercife  of  their  fcvcral  f  au^Bions 
all  fach  officers  of  the  Courts  formerly  eftabliilied  for  the  Adminiftraiion 
of  diltriknitive  juftice  during  the  Government  ofhis  la;te  molt  Chriftian 
Majofty^  thc.rcfpeiiHvc  duties  of  whom  do  not  in  any*  refpe^t.  inter^fre 
witLthc'  authority  which,  under  the  prcfrnt  circumuanccs,  it  is  lieccf- 
fary  to  leave  whole  and  undivided  in  the  hands  of  the*Gencral  in  com- 
mand of  this  iiland.  .  This  is  therefore  to  give  notice  to  the  iixhabitants 
thereof,  that  all  Courts  which  were  formerly  eftabliftied  under  the  au- 
thority of  their  late  Sovcrcijjn,  for  the  deierroihation  of  caufcs  l>etwccn 
individual  and  individual,  will  be  permitted  to  cxercifc -fheipfevcral 
fuD^ti'jns,  without  any  application  of  the  forms  in  ufe  in  theothgr  Bri- 
tlQi  idandi  fubjed  to  His  Majefty,  until  his  Royal  will  and  pleafure  (ball 
be  exprelTed  to  the  contrary  ;  And  accordingly  the  fevcral  pcrfons'who* 
may  be  now  in  this  ifland,  and  were  formerly  officers  of  any  of  the  Courts 
above-defcribcd,  are  hereby  required  to  give  in  their  names,  with  the 
nature  of  their  feveral  employments,  to  Lieutenant  General  ROBERT 
PRESCO  XT,  that  the  proper  iieps  may  be  taken  to  reftorc  them  to  the 
exercife  of  their  feveral  duties,  and  to  fupply  fuch  deficiencies  as  msy 
have  taken  place.    Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  at  arms,  at  hcaJ 
quarters,  Fort  Royal,  this  thirtieth  day  of  March  1 794,  and  in  the  34*^ 
year  of  His  Maiefty's  reign. 

CHARLES  GREY. 

By  his  Excellency  the  Gcnerar* 

command,  **.  *  ^ 

G.  Fljher,  Sec. 
God  save  the  King! 
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PROCLAMATION  at  Sr,  Lucia,  by  General  Sir  C.  Grey,  K,  B. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  cth  April  1704.' 
St-LUaA.  . 

>  Charles  grey. 

By  h-s  Exccll/^ncy  S^r  '"HARLES  GREY,  K.  B. 
General  of  His  ]\'J<i;eft\  *f  Arny,  ar  i  Commau  r. 
in  fchicf  of*  His  i  orces  iiK  thc  Wtft  Iiidies,  inc. 
&c.  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS,   fincc  my  proclamation  at  the  ifland  of  Mattiniqne, 
bcanDg  dace  the  joch  daj  of  March  \x%  whereby  the  ofti^TS  ofr'  the 
Cdurts  formerly  cftablifliod  for  the  Aduuiiirti  ation  of  difLributive  jufli  c 
dutiiig  the  Government  of  his  latp  moll  ChuiHian  Maj  ily,  lu  w  nrccf- 
ikrv  to  the  cxcrcifc  of  the  fevera-l  fundlons  thereof,  havo  been  iiru^tcd  . 
to  be  recalled  until  His  Maje1:y*s  Royal  will  and  plea  fine  (iKiil  bf  known 
iheBritlQi  arrtl?  hrivc  Ipread  farther  conqueft,  and  th'»i-  colony  i?  alfo  , 
added  to  His  Majct^y's  Empire,  theredudion  and  poiidlum  oi  \A^hich  ^ 
nnVc  it  necellarv  to  refort  to  fbmc  tempory  regulations,  in  hkc  inarncr,,  ; 
for  the  good  of  his  Majcfty's  feryice,  ana  the  .comfort  and  com  enr  ncc  . 
of  hi?  flew  fubjrdls  of  this  iflaod.'  1  DO  tbcrefpre  think  .propti  t.>  illue 
this  my  Proclamation,  allowing  and  comm-»nding..all  ciyil.ofliceis  of 
the  Courts  above  m'-ntioned  and  herebcfore  eitabliflied  under  the  legally  . 
ifguhted  Government  of  their  late  Sovcrciji^n  tor.  the  determ.iiwtjgj?  oiF 
caufcs  between  individual  and  individual,  to  give. in  their  nameiJo  Sir  . 
Charles  Gordon,  Colonel,  comtiianding  this  iljand,^  that  theproppr 
ficps  may  be  taken  to  place  them  in  the  execution  ot  their  Ancient  duties.  . 
Andioafmiich  a^  this  colony  and  its  Government  were  vn<lv^^)^^'  fupe- 
nor  controul  of  the  Adminiilration  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  to  w  hich 
references  and'  appeals  were  made  in  the  profecmion  of  civil  cauils ; 
and ir may  be  ccnfillent  to  reftore  the  r^jiue  form?,  to  the  lame, channels ; 
I  do  farther  make  known,  that  when  tfie  uf  ual  Courts  fliall  te  Jul)  clkb-  - 
Hibed  in  Martinique,  thofe  of  this  ifland  are  to  be  ret;ulated  thet^^by  ac- 
cordingly,  until  the  King's  pleaigre  be  fipnified  rdatiye  thereto  ;  but  . 
the  rcftoration  of  civil  employments  above  mentioned,  and. th(  regvla- 
tioir  herein  cxpreflcd,  *  are  not  in  any  wife  meant  or  intended  to, in. tMi9i,^  , 
*ith,  or  to  be  independent  of  the  authority  repo.cd  in  the  milit^f)  qom- 
njand  of  tbfe  ifland.    Given  under  my  l^«'nd,  arid  feal  .it  arms,  at  hf.ai  . 
qoartcrs;  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Lueia,  the  jth  clay  of  April,  tte  • 

34th  year  of  His  Majeily's  rcigo. 

By  his  Excellency  the 
General's  command,    *  . 

G.Fi/ber,  Sec.  ^ 

God  save  the  King!  . 
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COPY  of  a  MEMORIAL  prefented  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORT- 
LAND, praying  for  an  additional  apd  military  oand  force  in  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  and  on  the  contributions  impoled  on  the  inhabkanti  of 

^  the  French  captured  Weft-India  iilands. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  one  of  His  Majefly's  prindpal 
Secretaries  of  State. 

The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft-India  pkniers  attd  merchants; 
Shcweth, 

THAT  your  Mexnortalifts  are  not  infenfible  of  the  attention  nf  His 
Maj(Efty*9  Government  to  the  fecurity  of  the  BritiQi  pofleffions  in  the 
Weft  Indies;  and  when  they  prefume  to  intrude  upon  your  Grace  with 
a  reprefentation  of  their  opiniotis  and  wifiies  upon  a  fubjei^ib  importantly 
interefting  to  the  Public  Revenue,  and  to  the  private  fortunes  of  many 
of  His  Majefty's  fubjeds,  they  are  not  induced  thereto  by  a  diftruft  that 
thb  fame  exertions^  will  not  be  continued  to  madntsun  and  (ecure  fuch  va- 
luable dependencies ;  but  they  humbly  conceive  that  their  local  know- 
ledge may  enable  them  to  fug^eft  fome  ufeful  ideas  refpe^ng  the  parti- 
cular protedion  of  thefeveral  lilands. 

That  yotr  Memorialifts,  fully  fatisfied  that  the  neceflary  meafures  for 
maintainii^  the  afcendency  of  the  Britifti  arms  in  the  Britiftt  fugar  colo- 
nies colle£tively  will  be  purfued  by  His  Majefty's  Government,,  have 
only  to  evprels  fhi^  anxiety  they  feel  in  confequence  of  a  late  event  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  by  which  it  is  proved  that  an  armament  may  lail  undifco- 
vered  from  the  enemy's  ports,  fuffident  in  point  of  naval  and  military 
force  to  do  irreparable  injury  in  any  of  the  nritifli  iflands,  ag!unft  whicb 
the  attack  may  be  direded.  This  anxiety  is  not  a  little  increafod,  when 
they  reflect  upon  thofe  principles  and  opinioni  propagated  by  the  aeeots 
of  the  French  Convention,  which  have  a  direa  ten&ncy  to  difturo  the 
fettled  colonial  fyftem  of  all  the  iflands ;  to  impair,  if  not  deftroy,  the 
neceiTary  refpedt  and  attachment  to  all  eftabliftitd  government ;  and  to 
convert  to  hoftility  thofe  who  on  former  occafions,  previous  to  the  pro- 
molgarion  of  the  do^nes  already  noticed,  were  a6hve  in  their  co-ope- 
xations  to  refift  and  defeat  the  common  enemy. 

Th&t  the  nature  of  all  property  in  the  Weft  Indies  makes  it  peculiarly 
neeefiary  at  this  jundure  that  each  ifland  fiiould  poftefs  a  force  fu£kkflC 
for  its  protection  a^nft  predatory  attacks  of  an  a^ve  and  deftroytog 
enemy,  fully  acquainted  with  the  ftrength  or  refources  of  all  our  Weft* 
India  colomes. 

That  the  pofleffion  of  an  ifland  for  a  few  days  by  the  enemy,  bv  fu^ 
an  enemy  as  the  whole  civilized  world  has  now  known  for  the  firft  time, 
might  produce  the  deftrudtioo  of  private  property  equal  in  value  to  maoy  . 
millions,  and  which  at  this  time  contributes  largely  to  the  fupport  of  the 
Public  Revenue, 

That  your  Memorialifts  are  fenfible  the  polieftion  of  the  French  ifiands, 
IS  a  folid  fecurity  a^ainft  permanent  conqueft  of  thofe  belonging  to  Gre^f 
Britain;  and  that  if  unfortunately  any  particular  iiland  flioiud  becsp* 
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turcd,  the  enetn^  wouU  not  be  able  to  bold  it  long;  they  therefore  do 
amfiificic  ptocedionfor  fiicb  ifluui  f^nftpowerful  armaments  emploved 
to  CQmeod  for  empire  in  tbele  ieis,  but  only  mfh  to  be  pr^red  aga||| 
predaioiy  attacks.  -1    V  * 

That  voiir  Memorialifts  are  given  to  onderibnd  the  number  of  froops 
in  cadh  Icparate  ifland  is  at  this  time  fiir  (hort  of  the  peace  eftabliihment, 
and  imeqoal  to  refift  an  enemy  not  more  powerful  than  the  armaments 
which  baTe  UxtXj^  made  a  defieent  on  Guadaloupe^  unleis  early  meafnres 
be  taken  to  provide  for  the  refoe^re  fecurity  of  all  the  tflands,  by  in- 
cteafin^  the  garrifons  of  each,  by  ifaitioning  a  naval  force  at  thofe  lilands, 
where  tt  may  be  fafe  during  the  hurricane  feafon»  fo  as  to  be  ready  at 
all  timet  ferpurpoies'of  defence,  or  to  convey  inteHlgeace  of  any  hoiliie 
attempts  to  the  place  where  the  main  Britiih  force  may  be  ilationed. 

That  your  Memoriaiiib  feel  deep  and  unfeigned  regret  in  being  obliged 
to  prefent  another  eilential  matter  to  the  confideration  of  your  Grace, 
impofed  upon  them  bv'a  juft  and  reafonable  regard  for  their  ownintere^ 
and  by  a  duty  equallv  urgent  upon  their  feelings,  which  the3r  owe  to 
themielves,  and  niends  andcorrefpondents  refidcnt  in  the  colonies. 

That  when  the  information  was  firft  received  in  this  country  that  a 
cantiibution  or  commutation  for  relinquifhine  an  aifumed  right  to age-< 
neral  plunder  of  all  property  in  the  captured  French  iilanda  in  the  Weft 
la^et  waa  cbdmed  and  mforced,  your  Memorialifls  did  not  give  perfed 
credit  to  it,  efpecially  as  the  communication  was  confined  to  one  or  two 
more  mercantile  houfes :  That  they  however  felt  fo  much  alarmed,  aa 
to  defire  the  gentlemen  who  had  received  the  letters  refpedling  it  would 
lay  before  ms  Majefty's  Miniiteis  the  information  they  had  received; 
when  they  had  the  iatisiadion  to  underftand  from  Mr.  Pitt,  that  this 
pioceeding,  in  the  ihape  in  which  it  then  appeared  to  him,  was  fubjeft 
to  much  obje^Hon,  and  would  in  his  opinion  be  difapproved  by  His  Ma*  ^ 
jelly's  Government;  that  fince  that  period  the  hGt  is  efbtbliihed  beyond 
a  doubt,  and  the  ruinous  detail  of  thefe  ads  of  rigour.clearly  afcertained. 

That  your  Memorialifts,  not  as  public  cenfors,  but  as  a  body  deeply 
intereibd  in  the  due  obfervance  ot  thofe  diftinflions  between  public  and 
private  prdperty,  by  which  in  modern  times  the  tights  of  coaqueft  htfc 
oeen  quaiined,  humbly  conceive,  that  the  man  who  in  the  moment  of 
danger  exerts  himfelf  ror  the  protedion  of  his  country,  does  not  thereby 
fttb^  to  military  execution  all  his  property,  wherever  (ituatedt  within 
the  range  of  the  conqueror's  fword  ;  and  that  the  late  deviation  from  the 
geoeial  rule  of  public  warfare  hitherto  obferved  by  dvilized  nations,  is 
of  a  nature  eventually  to  have  very  fetal  confequences  to  your  Memo- 
rialifls. 

That  if  the  fortane  of  war  fhould  give  to  the  enemy  the  poiTeilion  of 
tny  of  our  illands,  the  fererc  meafures  lately  enforced  againft  the  inha* 
biunts  of  the  French  conquered  iflands  majr  be  retaliated,  and  cx^nded 
to  the  ruin  of  your  memorialifts,  and  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  iflands  as 
Riay  be  taken* 

That  when  Grenada,  one  of  the  Britiih  tllands,  was  taken  by  ftorm  the 
laftwar,  the  confifcation  of  p  rivate  property ,  or  a  commutation  provid- 
mg  it  (which  is  nearly  the  feme  thing)  was  not  attempted,  and  the  pri- 
toie  exertions  of  individuals  exercifing  public  power  were  redrefled  in  all 
cafes  which  were  proved ;  that  the  brave  and  luccefsf  ul  exertions  of  the 
Britiih  officers  and  foldiers  entitle  them  to  the  grateful  praifes  of  your 
MemorialUb  and  of  the  Public  in  general ;  but  that  thdr  pecuniary  comr 
pca&tionibould  not  originate  in  an  ad  injurious  to  the  rights  of  individu- 
.^1  aad  ^  dbingefous  cxan^e  for  your  Memorialifls,  whofe  projicrty 
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vr  11  bejcxpored.to  jSirilai:  in  vafionJf  the  fortune  of  war  fliould  fubjeft  inf 
of  pur  iflands  lothc  power  gf  the  cn^y,-.      *       .  ' 

TThat  your  Mt»monalifls  will  not  prcfumc  to  cnlkrge  farther  irp^A  tife 
injurious  tendency  of  fwch  a  rigorous  and  uncaamplcd  cx<Ttion  of  the 
ri^hi  of  conqueA  again  ft  private  property ;  but  they  cannot  forfjcir  to 
fug;?;cft^  that  if  Great  Britain  rocane  eo  deritc  ad^trantage  from  the  cotf- 
cjuell  or  the  French  IflAOfis,  it  muft  be  rhe  higheft  impolicy  to  deprhrcthe 
proprietors  pf  tl^oCc  !fla,ail8  of  the  very  limited  lAeana  for  cultivating  their 
lands,  which  theic  internal  diftra£tions  have  left  them.'  ?  •   '  " 

That  whether  in  any  and  what  degree  the  honour  ofi  the  Britifti  nation 
iray.be  .i{fe6ted  by  this  alarming  change-in  the  mode  of  carrying  on  twr, 
the  confiicarion  of  the  prof)erty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  places 
is  a  qucilion  of  joo.onuch  delicacy  for  your  Memorialifts  to  cnter^n; 
h'M  that  ihcy  are  inipeiled  by  their  own  intereft  to  make  this  rcprcfenitt- 
tation  again il  an  aift,  which,  if  adopted  as  a  precedent,  muft  eventually 
prove>  ruinous  to  your  Memorialifts  themfelves. 

Your  Memorialifts  therefore  pr^'  y<jpj^, Grace,  to  reprefent  to  His  Ma- 
jefty  the  ncceflity  of  imrac^iatiply  fending  fuch  adduional  military  and 
naval  force  to  the  wcft-lnjia  fflands  as  may  fecure  them  from  the 
danger  w  ith  which  tjiey  are. menaced ;  and  of  giving  fuch  orders,  rc- 
fpe^^ing  the  contributions  impofed,  .and  other  cxa6tions*on  tlic  inha- 
bitants of  the  conquered  iflands,  as  may  conciliate  their  minds,  and 
prevent  the  conduct  of  their, conqjjcrors  being  hereafter,  in  cafe  of  i 
reverie*  of  Torrvinc,  ijuoted  as  a  precedent  to  agt^horife  the  ruin  and  de- 
ilru<5lion  of  His  IVLijcfty  's  faith/ul  fubje(^8,  'who  by  the  foitune  of  war 
may  happen  to  faJl  unSpr  the  power  of  an  enemy  which  they  may  be 
unable  to  refiil'  Witl^  iiicccfs. 

Na  IV. 

London f  dth  February 
MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft-India  Planters  and  Merchants,  to  his  Grace 
the  Diike  of  Portland,  refpe£tlng  the*  proceedings  of  Sir  ChaWes  Grey 
arid  Sir  John  Jervis,  Military  and  Naval  Commanders  in  the  captured 
French  Weft- India  iflands. 

To  his  Gracc  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  One  of  His  Majcfty%  Princi- 
pal Secretaries  pf  St^te. 

The  iVlfeM^RlALof  the  Wcft-India  Planters -and  Merchants; 

Humbly  Shewerh^ 

THAT  on  the  28th  of  Auguft  laft  they  had  the  honour  to  pi^ent  to 
your  Gr^cc  a  Memorial,  in  which  tfcey^ftatcd  their  lively  apprehenfions 
of  eventual  iiyury  ana,fuin  to  the.Qrui^  intexeil  in  the  Weft  Indies* 
from  xhe  violent  and  u6prp;cpd^nted  GtiTcction  and  exercife  of  potC'eiS 
to  have  taken  plac  e  by.  orders  -of  the  Comtoanders  of  the  army  -and  naty, 
againft  tte  priyaip  property  in  th<i  captured  French  Weft-India  iflaods; 
to  which  Memorial  they  beg.  leave  to.refet.  '•'  '\ 

That,  with  deep  and  upfcigned  concern,  they  now  repeat <thei^rfpf^' 
fentationt  to  yoi^r  pra:ige  .upon. thi^^v^y  important,  fubjed-^  And  in- tap- 
port  tliereof  eatreat  your  t^race^s  attention  to  the  official  proclamationt 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES. 


^49 


HTued  in  the  oa^mes  and  by  the  orders  of  Sir  Charles  Orey  and  Sir  John 
Jorvis^'thc  military  Commanders  in  the  Wcfl^  Indi'-s:  That  it  is  not  nc- 
ceflkry  for  your  Memoriaiilh  to  advert  to  everv  minnte  part  of  thofe  fe* 
Tcral  proclamations;  it  being  furticieptfor  their  p:i  le ..t  purpose  to  iub- 
nat  to  yout  Grace  the  marked  inconlUlency  between  the  proclamation  of 
the  III  January  1794,  preceding:  the  capture  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique, 
and  thofe  of  the  10th  and  aid  May  fubfcquently  iflfued. 
That  by  the  former,  "  full  and  immediate  enjoyment  of  all  lawful 
property,  according  to  their  ancient  laws  and  cudums,  and  on  the 
moll  advantageous  terms,**  is  folcmnly  pledged  and  infured  to  them, 
ia  the  name  of  HisMajefty ;  whilft  by  the  latter,  this  ])lcdgc  of  proteclioa 
UTiolaced,  without  a  lingle  a6l  alBgncd,  by  which  the  right  to  fuch  pro- 
tf^Hon  hat  been  forfeited,  and  a  fum  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  con* 
quell,  tocompenfate  the  foldiery,  is  demanded,  under  the  penalty  of  a 
general  coniilcacion,  to  be  enforced  with  military  rigour. 

That  neither  is  it  neceffary  for  your  memorialifts  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  particular  a^s  of  violence  committed,  fince  they  underlland  that  a 
Committee  of  merchants,  a6ling  on  behalf  of  fome  of  the  individuals  ag- 
grieved, has  already  made  application  to  your  Grace,  and  has  ftated  that 
proof  is  ready  to  be  produced  of  fuch  fa6ts  as  arc  allcdged  in  the  memo* 
rial  which  has  been  lately  prefented  to  your  Grace  by  that  Committee* 
That  your  memorialiils  are  unwilling  to  make  the  obvious  comments 
*  upon  proceedings  fo  repugnant  in  their  opinions  to  eftabliftied  ufdge,  to 
national  chara£ler,  directly  committed  by  the  terms  of  the  Proclaitution 
i    t>f  the  iftof  January  1 794,  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  Britifli  Empire, 
I    and  to  the  peculiar  policy  of  the  prefcnt  war  ;  but  that  they  cannot  for- 
I    bear  mod  earneftly  ro  folicit  your  Grace's  attention  to  the  dangerous  pre- 
dicammt  in  which  the  properties  of  your  memorialills  are  placed  by  thia 
extreme  acl  of  military  rigour,  againtl  the  private  rights  of  .the  French 
Colonifts,.  fince,  fliojld  the  fortune  of  war  be  reverfcd  in  that  quarter, 
aadaay  of  the  Briiifliiflands  be  captured  by  the  enemy  (an  event  to  be 
apprehended  ffom  the  reduced  fi.it?  of  the  BritiQi  fo'-ces  in  thofe  iflands, 
and  from  the  untoward  accidciiti  which  Iiave  retarded  the  departure  of 
it)e  reintbrccmcnts  provided)  rctalution,  however  temperate  in  its  prin- 
j     ciple  and  extent,  will  be  little  flj  v  t  of  toral  ruin  to  the  fortunes  of  your 
m^iTiorlaliHa,  and  to  a  very  coaliJcrable  poition  of  His  Majefty's  fub- 

I       Yoar/memorialifts  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Grace  will  be 
I     pleafcd  to  reprefcnt  to  HisMajefty  the  probable  dm^crous  confoqueneea 
j     (particularly  when  applied  to  the  Weft-India  ill  inds)  of  thofe  pi  iirciples 
I     sod  a£U  which  have  been  afllimed,  declared,  and  pradiild  under  the  au- 
thority of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  the  military  and  naval  , 
Commanders  in  the  Well:  Indies;  and  that  an  inquiry  into  th«5  public 
conduflof  thofe  Commanders  may  be  made,  in  order  to  afcertain  how 
far  the  national  character,  and  the  public  jullice  of  the  country,  have 
been  duly  and  properly  fupported  by  them,  in  fuch  h\^h  and  refpontible 
Nations;  and^hat  your  memorialifl:s  may  be  at  all  events  rHieved  from 
their prcfedt  anxieties  and  jufl  apprehenfions  of  eventual  injijry  and  ruin 
fcf  a  public  declaration,  difavowin^  the  princlplis  \n  affamed,  declared, 
and  adsd  upon  :  which  they  humbly  conceive  will  be  fo  jnd  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  honour,  jullkc,  and  policy  of  the  Bririfh  Government. 

(Signed) 

Chairman  of  the  MeetIog« 

VouXLJ.  .     Kk  . 
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No.  V. 

MEMORIAL  of  the  AGENTS,  on  behalf  of  dw;  tn!ip6tUQtt 
and  proprietors  of  the  ifland  of  MARTINIQUE. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  His  Mijefty**  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department. 

MEMORIAL  of  the  Ag^n  rs  in  behalf  of  the 
principal  inh  ibitants  and  proprietors  ia.  thfc  ilbmdt 
of  MARTINIQUE;. 

Humbly  Shewcth, 

THAT  your  memoriallfts  are  inflriK'^cd  by  many  rcfpet^feblB  inh^bi* 
t/ints  and  proprietors  of  the  ifland  ot  Martinique,  loyal  fubje£ts  of  Hii 
Britannic  Majefty,  to  reprcfcnt  to  His  Majefly^s  Miniflers  the  injuffice 
a«d  opfireflion  cxercifed  towards  the  faid  inhabitants  and  proprietors  by 
General  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  Vice  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  the  Coin* 
manders  in  Chief  of  His  Majefly's  forces,  cnrtployed  iu  the  conqueil  of 
the  above-mentioned  ifland. 

Thai  the  perfons  reprefcnted  by  your  mcmorialifts  were  not  the  ad* 
bcrcnts  of  the  pretended  National  Couveniion».  nor  did  they  oppofe  the 
declaration  given  on  board  the  Boyne,  the  ift  of  January  1794;  but  on 
the  contrary,  your  memorialilh  arc  inftrufted  to  i>ate,  as  ta<5l»,  which 
cither  from  their  notoriety  need  no  farther  proof,  or  which  can  be  fub- 
ilantiated  by  indubitable  evidence,  that  when  the  Mayor  of  the  town  of 
St.  Pierre,  in  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  received  the  firft  fummont  fron> 
His  Majefty's  Commanders^  the  town  and  forts  were  fo  abfolutely  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  negroes  and  people  of  colour,  that  the  white  inhabitaots 
could  not  manifeft  their  dcfire  ot  furrciuicring  ;  but  that  immediately  00 
the  retreat  of  the  people  of  colour  and  n^s^roes  frotn  the  town,  they  did, 
in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner,  fubnut  to  the  authority  of  the  King^ 
aod  put  thcmfelves  under  His  Majefty's  protection. 

That  your  mcmorialiOs  are  farther  inftru(5ted  to  ftate,  that  the  faid  in- 
habitants and  proprietors  whom  they  now  rcprcfent,  relied  with  the  raoft 
implicit  confidence  on  the.  fccarity  held  forth  in  the  above-mentioned 
declaration  of  His  Majcfty's  Commanders,  whereby  a  full  and  iramcdi- 
Atc  enjoyment  of  all  their  lawful  property  wasfolemnly  promifed,  grant- 
ed, and  infured  to  them. 

That  your  mcmorialiils  are  farther  inllruc^ed  to  (late,  that  in  defiance 
of  the  above-mentioned  declaration,  in  violation  of  the  Britifli  faith,  thus 
folemnly  pledged,  and  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  war,  as  carried  on  by 
civilized  nations,  all  the  produce  and  proviiions  in  the  town  of  St.  Pierre, 

well  as  in  fomc  other  parts  of  the  illuid,  were  fliortly  after  fcized  by 
order  of  the  Commanders,  and  without  any  Court  of  Admiralty  being 
fird  held,  without  any  previous  adjudication  or  form  of  trial  whatfoevefy 
.  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

That  your  memorialifts  earneftly  entreat  the  attention  of  His  Majcfty's 
Minillers  to  the  terms  of  the  declaration  ifTued  rlie  ift  of  January  1794'; 
and  humbly  fiibmit,  that  the  folemn  promifc  held  forth  in  that  dechr<i- 
v'tion  was  dire^lv  addreiTed  to  individuals,  not  to  the  armed  force  by 
which  the  illana^was  held  in  opprelfion ;  aud  that  if  the  voluntary  and 
early  fubmiliion  made  by  the.white  iDhabiuncs  of  this  ifland  u  not  to  be 
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coafidered  g!?lpg  tbe^n  a  title  to  the  bene^9  of  that  foleran  promife, 
unleffl  aformalcflpiculation  had  preceded  their  fiibmiiiiony  this  declaration 
iji  the  Cpmcn^pdert  io  Chief  nuiA  have  become  a  cruel  mockery,  in 
cafe  the  adherents  of  the  oretended  Convention  had  precluded  the  poffi- 
hilify  of  capituktion :  ana  has,  in  fad,  proved  an  unwarrantable  delu- 
fioQ  to  the  loyal  and  UDfufpcdting  inhabitants,  whofe  eager  fubmiflioa 
overloQked  what,  they  had  reafon  toconfider  as  a  needlefs  precaution. 

That  jour  memorialifts  are  concerned  to  ftate,  that  tnc  feizure  and 
con&fcation  of  the  property  fpund  at  St.  Pierre  and  elfcwherc,  took  place 
under  the  pretended  fan^ion  and  authority  ot  the  Britifli  Government : 
But  confiding  ID  the  well-known  juflice  and  lenity  of  that  Government, 
fnd  anxious  tor  the  honour  and  intered  of  the  nation,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  iiland  of  Martinique,  and  of  the  other  conquered  iilands,  fliould 
continue  attached  by  all  the  ties  of  duty  and  afief^ion  to  that  Legiilature, 
vhick  they  have  ever  regarded  with  refpef^  and  admiJ'ation  : 

Your  mcmorialifts  humbly  p-ay,  that  the  cafe  of  the  refpedHve  inha- 
bitacts  of  Martiniaue,  for  i^hom  your  mtmorijilifts  arc  agents,  and 
whofe  claims  of  connfcated  property  fluiU  be  fubilantiated  to  your  Grace, 
oiay  be  taken  into  conOderation  by  His  Majefly*^  Minifters  ai  foon  as 
coQveoicnt;  and  that  fuch  redrefi  may  be  granted  to  each  of  them,  v» 
ihall  upon  full  infonn«%tion  appear  conGilcnt  with  the  juHice  and  libera* 
tity  of  4  Britiih  Go¥crnmcnu 

Cec.  Woodford  Thelhfon^ 

Chairman* 

No.  VI. 

MEMORIAL.  Merchants  of  Liverpool. 

<NoDatc.) 

To  hi*  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  one  of  His  Majclly's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.  &c^  &c. 

The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool, 
whole  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribcd ; 

Humbly  Shcweth, 

THAT  yoijr  mcmorialifts  have  very  confidenble  property  and  debts 
due  to  them  in  the  fevcral  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  lAtely  fubjedt  to  the 
Crown  of  France  ;  and  which,  in.  the  courfe  ot  the  prefent  hoililities, 
have  fallen  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  faid  property  and  debts  originated  and  were  due  to  fhem  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  confequence  of  commercial  tran- 
factions  and  dealings  with  thofe  iflands ;  authorized  and  fandtioned  by 
ihc  Free-Port  aiSls,  and  particularly  by  the  commercial  treaty  with  France 
in  1787. 

That  the  late  indifcriminate  feizure  and  general  confifcation  of  Weft- 
India  produce  found  in  the  iflanJi  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupc,  with 
their  fcveral  dependencies,  aUb  the  heavy  contribution  levied  upon  tb« 
unfortunate  planters,  and  merchants  of  St.  Lucia,  who  willingly  fub* 
fitted  to  the  firft  fummoDf  from  the  Commanders  of  His  Maicfty's  lani 
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and  fra  forces*  is  matter  of  mod  fcrious  concern  to  your  mcmorlalift?, 
and  will  grievoufly  afFcd  their  property. 

That  your  memorialifts,  coacciving  that  the  horrors  of  war,  at  all 
times  dreadful,  are  by  fuch  fererities  rendered  doubly  diftrefliog  and  6f 
UrudliTc;  and,  infant;  they  apprehend,  if  it  were  humane  and  political 
in  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  to  prohibit  the  continuance  of  fuch  xu  lcni 
proceedings,  and  the  levying  of  farther  illegal  contributions  in  the  con- 
quered iflauds,  as  it  mod  undoubtedly  was,  it  is  not  the  lefs  necclTary* 
your  mcmorialifts  humbly  conceive,  to  order  a  reftitution  of  the  inglo- 
rious booty  acquired  by  our  Commanders,  and  now  in  the  bands  of  their 
•  agents  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  Europe  ;  bccaufe  it  willfHll  farthcrtcnd 
to  confirm  die  confidence  of  newly-acquired  fubje^is  in  the  wifdom^  eauj- 
ty,  and  moderation  of  His  Majefty  's  Councils  and  Government,  ana  in 
the  good  faith  of  the  Britifh  nation. 

But  were  nil  thcfe  confide  rations  laid  adde,  your  menaonalifts  beg 
leave  to  recal  to  your  Grace's  recollc£lion  the  declaration  ifTucd  on  the 
firft  of  January  1794,  before  any  hoftile  attempt  was  made  on  any  of, 
thefe  iflands ;  by  which,  with  all  the  folemnities  of  the  moft  impofinp 
formalities,  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis  guaranteed  to  fuch  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  different  lilands  as  (hould  peaceably  fubmit  them- 
felves  to  the  authority  and  protciStion  of  His  Majefty,  not  only  the  m^J 
uninterrupted  pcrrcnal  fecurity,  but  the  mofl  ample  and  imxncdiate  co- 
joyment  of  their  legitimate  rights  and  properties. 

Your  memorialifls,  thercfoic,  upon  any  known  principles  of  rcafoa 
and  juilice,  cannot  conceive  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  iflands 
have  merited  fuch  an  impofition,  which  in  its  confequences  equally  and 
indifcriroinately  involve  in  one  general  confifcation  Britifii  and  French 
property-*-the  friendly  with  thc'^hoflile,  and  the  peaceable  and  wcll-dif- 
pofed  fubjedt  with  the  turbulent  and  feditious. 

Therefore,  relying  on  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
niftcrs,  your  memorialids  flatter  themfelves^  on  a  confideration  of  the 
premifes,  they  will  be  induced  to  give  the  neceifary  orders  for  a  reilora* 
tion  of  the  payments  made  on  account  of  their  illegal  contribution,  and 
a  public  dif avowal  of  the  principle  upon  which  fuch  impolitic  proceed- 
ings are  founded. 

yobnSbavj^  Mayor. 
James  Bold,  R.  Downward, 

Geo.  Dunbar,  Robert  Jackfon, 

William  Riggcs,  Henry  Bowles, 

William  Doblbn,  Thomas  Dickinfon^ 

William  Ewart,  Edward  Rogers, 

J.  P.  Richard,  TohnWillon, 
John  Houghton,  Thomas  Barton , 

Tofeph  Ward,  Walter  Scott, 

Thomas  Twcmlour,  John  Stanton, 

J.  Bolton,  John  Hewley, 

AHi  Byrom,  '  William  Syer, 

"Willium  Leigh,  James  Aflicrorft, 

•Benjamin  Thomas,  George  Mercer, 

iTohn  Lightbody,  John  Tbomhill, 

John  Thomas,  Kichard  Houghton, 

ohn  Conway,  Tames  Q^ick, 

Icnry  Brown,  Tames  Percival, 

Edgar  Parrie,  Thomas  Gleavei, 
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Thomas  Fraoklandf 
H.  Moore, 

V.  Pcarcc  AMeld,  . 

\l\  BacVboafc 
W'lliam  Harper, 
Willi.' m  Neilibn* 
Jofcpn  Birch  y 
Edward  Atherton, 
Elijah  Cobh  itn^ 
Thomas  Harrifon,  ^ 
Mofes  Benfon, 

A.  StCWa.ty 

Edward  Newfliam, 
William  Dickfon, 
Tamej.  Aftlcy, 
*Villiam  Harding, 
^pfeph  Deare, 
^  uho  Watfon. 
ohn  Fcr|;iiflbn, 
-  J.  Ch^fney^ 
Peter  Leiceftcr, 
R  bcrt  Wilock, 
John  Drink  water, 
Michael  Humble, 
Tarlctons  and  Backhoufe, 

John  Backhoufe, 
ohnTarlcton, 


John  Hornby, 
.  John  Sibbald, 
William  Jonc«  Csdcotf, 
William  Miller, 
William  Blake  Tharp, 
William  Harding,  jun. 
Andrew  Dodfon, 
Jofeph  Lcay, 
Thomas  Rodie, 
£lli»  L.  Hodgfon, 
William  Begg, 
Thomas  Cartwright, 
Tames  Michel], 
Thomas  WelQv 

John  D'Aguilar, 
ohn  Palmer, 
Alexander  Carfoa^ 
George  Bowdon, 
William  Sircar, 

iohn  Knox, 
lichard  T.  Tathtm, 

{ohn  Thompfon, 
lenry  Ncwfliam, 
Thomas  NewfliaoOy 

}.  W.  Jones, 
.  Gardner. 


No.  vn. 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  PORTLANt), 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Weft  IndU 
Planters  and  Merchants ;  dated  Whitehall,  30th 
April  1795. 

Whitehall,  aoih  April  1705; 

GENTLEMEN, 

IN  anfwcr  to  the  memorials  which  ha\rc  been  tranfmitted  to  me  from 
the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants,  on  the  fubjedt  of  certain  pro- 
cbmations  ilTued  during  the  command  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  Joha 
Jems  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  His  Majcifty'f 
Minillers,  the  moment  they  were  informed  of  the  nature  of  thole  pro* 
clamations,  fent  dircftions  rcfpefting  them,  in  confequcnce  of  which,, 
no  farther  proceedings  were  bad  upon  them ;  and  information  has  (ince 
been  received,  that  ihofe  dircdions  were  fo  clearly  undcrftood,  that  the 
nvoney  which  had  been  paid  as  contribution  has  already  been  returned  | 
fo  that  the  proclamations  in  qucftion  cannot  but  be  coqfidered  to  be,  a$ 
bfad  they  are,  annulled. 

I  am,  Zee. 


(Signed) 


To  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  of  Weft  India 
Planters  and  Merchants* 


PORTLAND. 
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No,  VIII. 

COPY  of  fl  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  PORTLANB!, 
to  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool,  fuhicribing  the  Mt* 
morial  to  his  Grac^,  prefeoted  by  John  Tarletoa, 
fifquire;  dated  Whitehall,  id  May  1795* 

Whitehall,  2d  M«y  lyott 

GENTLEMEN, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  memorial  prefented  to  me  by  Mr.  Tarlcton,  rela- 
tive to  the  proceedings  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Tervis,  under 
certain  proclamations  iiTucd  during  their  command  in  ihe  Wed  Indies,  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  His  Majcfty's  Miniflers,  the  mor»ent  they 
were  informed  of  the  nature  of  thofe  proclamations,  fcnt  direction*  re* 
fpe^iing  them,  in  confcqucncc  of  which  no  farther  procceaiiip^  were  btd 
tipon  them  ;  and  iBformatian  has  fincc  been  received,  that  thofe  direc- 
tions were  {o  clearly  underllood,  thAt  the  money  which  had  been  paid  « 
contribution  has  already  been  returned  ;  fo  that  the  prcclamatioDf  !■ 
queAion  cannot  hue  be  couildsred  to  be,  as  in  f^uSt  they  are,  ampuUed* 

I  am,  &c« 

(Signed) 

PORTLANa 

To  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool 
fubfcribing  the  Memorial  to 
his  Grace,  prefented  by  John 
Tarleton,  Efquirc. 

No.  IX. 


COPY  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  CHARLES  GREY,  and  Sir  JOHN 
TERVIS,  to  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  dated  7th  March  X79S-- 
With  Cqpies  of  Inclofures  therein. 

MY  LORD, 

WE  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Grace  on  the  fubied  of  the 
memorials,  which  have  been  prefcniei  to  your  Grace  b>' the  Wcft-IaJi* 
phnters  and  merchants,  and  others,  refpeaing  our  proceedings  and  coo- 
dud,  as  Commanders  in  Chief,  upon  and  fubfequenc  to  the  cooqued  of 
the  French  Weft-India  illands.  Seme  of  thofe  memorials  were  prefcotei 
during  our  commands  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and,  if  we  arc  corredily  in- 
formed, they  were  pixccded  by  perfonal  communications,  made  to  His 
M.ijcfty*?  MiDiftcrs,  upon' the  authority  of  private  letters  frooi  merchanw 
and  traders  in  the  Weft  Indies.  How  far  thefe  reprcfcntaiions  and  irie- 
morialshave  been  adcd  upon  by  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  we  areuniD- 
formed;  but  from  the  nature  of  tl>e  allegations  contained  in  them,  an^i 
tlic  ob;c£):b  which  the  Mrmorialifts  profcfs  to  have  in  view,  we  alTureoor- 
fclvcs  thjrt  they  c^r.not  be  countenanced ;  if  they  are,  it  places  us  in  tlni 
fingulai  dilcm::\i,  that  in  the  difcharge  of  our  public  duty,  as  Com- 
oundcrs  iu  Caicf  in  the  Weft  iudies,  we  could  not  avoid  cither  difauey- 
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ia%  tilt  iaftnji5!iotT)  ftftd  fruftr3tio|  the  views  of  H5a  Majefly,  or  «xtx>rinr 
oaricives  it)  ccnfure^  by  d'lnippointi.ig  the  wifhes  and  expe6latiei»  oc 
merchants  afid  tratJert  connected  with  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  Wcft-Iddia  merchants  appear  to  be  apprehcnfivc  only  of  the  con- 
fe|uencc«  Tthich  !tMiy  rcfult  to  them  from  any  precedent  e(hibUihed  by 
•ur  conJiK"!,  vip(H\  which  the  French  Government  may  a<5t  towards  thcrn^ 
IB  cafe  of  a  reverfe  of  fbrt\me : — '*  Should  the  'ortune  of  war  (they  fay) 
•*  be  reverfed  in  that  <|uarte'r,  and  any  of  the  British  iflands  be  captured 
*•  by  iht  enemy  (Hn  event  to  be  apprehended  from  the  reduced  Aatc  of 
^  the  Briti(h  forces  vn  thofe  iflands,  and  from  the  untoward  accidents 
which  have  prevented  the  departure  of  the  reinforcements  provided) 
•*  retafiiirioi]»  however  temperate  in  its  principle  and  extent,  will  be  lit- 
**  lie  lliorr  of  total  ruin  to  the  fortune  ot  your  MemoriaUfts,  and  to  a  very 
•*  cofifiderable  portion  of  His  Mnjcfly*s  fubjedts." 

The  ground  upon  which  this  complaint  is  founded,  we  take  to  be  to- 
trily  diitin^  from  that  which  has  been  more  generally  and  moft  loudly 
■fged  (which  we  ffiall  obfcrve  upon  afterwards)  viz.    That  the  property 
•f  emigrants,  or  thofe  who  were  friendly  to  the  Brltifh  Oovemment, 
sad  contributed  their  ailiflance,  as  far  as  they  were  enabled,  or  allowed* 
to  doy  to  the  con(faeft  of  the  French  iflands,  was  fubjeftcd  to  indifcri- 
ninaie  confifcation.    The  fear  of  retaliation  muft  arife,  not  from  our 
irwimcnt  of  the  enemies  but  of  the  friends  of  the  French  Government. 
The  Jfpprehenfibo  ftaicd  is,  that  in  cafe  of  a  reverie  of  fortune,  that  Go* 
▼cmmem  may  treat  our  fubjcdls  as  we  have  treated  their's.    To  this  we 
can  give  no  other  anfweri  than  that  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  war,  and 
the  orders  tranfiTMried  to  us  by  His  Majclty's  Minifters,  left  us  no  difcre* 
tHMias  to'the  ireatnncnt  either  of  that  Government  or  its  fupporters.  Upon 
aitfetence  to  our  fecret  inftrutSHons,  your  Grace  will  perceive  that  Go* 
smroent  to  be  qualified  »  an  ufurpatton,  having  no  legal  authority, 
sad  its  fupporters  as  rebels  and  traitors.    We  are  dire^ed  by  an  ot^der  or 
Council  to  prevent  foreigners  reforting  to  the  iflands  without  licence  ; 
and  that  order^  by  a  letter  from  one  of  His  Majefty 's  confidential  fbrvants^ 
is  explained  as  **•  clearly  marking  the  intention  of  the  Britifli  Government^ 
*  to  keep  out  of  the  conquered  iflands  all  pcrfons  whofe  principles  were 
^  m  the  leaft  degiee  to  be  fufpeoied and  he  adds,     I  hope  you  have 
**  driven  out  of  them  all  perfons  of  this  delcription."  Wc  certainly  a6ted 
Ib  conformity  to  the  policy  here  laid  down  in  many  inilanccs : — The  fub- 
jefts  of  the  French  Government,  or  the  pretended  National  Conven- 
tieii,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  proclanHition,  were  in  many  inflances  fent 
away,  and  their  eUates  fequeftered  ;  this  became  neceflliry  for  the  fecu* 
rity  of  thofe  iflands,  which  in  all  our  letters  and  indradtions  we  confi« 
wed  ourfelves  dire^d  to  fecure,  as  a  permanent  acquifition  to  tha 
Cfoira  of  Gi'eat  Britain.    It  became  the  more  nccefliiry,  as  our  force  a 
bscBlne  weaker;  but  for  the  precedent  cftabliflicd  by  thefc  proceedings^ 
not  refponfible,  and  to  the  (equeftercd  eflates  receivers  wcreiin- 
Mediately  appoiiited  for  the  benefit  of  Government ;  they  ftill  continue^ 
^  believe,  to  receive  for  Government  the  profits  of  thofe  ellates,  front 
Which  the  captors  have  in  no  one  inllance  dcriveJ  any  advantage  or  cm#* 
lomebt  of  any  kind  to  thcmfelves. 

Having  made  thefc  obfervatbns  on  the  principles  avowed  by  the  Me^ 
nori^fts,  we  mufl  beg  leave  to  call  your  Grace's  attention  to  a  fctc* 
OKDt  of  our  proceedings  in  the  conquered  iflands. 

For  a  detail  of  our  proceedings  in  the  conqueft  of  the  iflands,  we  muft 
^[  leave  to  refer  your  Grace  to  our  pubUc  and  private  difpatcheft:  His 
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Majefty's  force*  Wefe  refiOied  ia  all  of  them  fo  longat  refiftance  was  prac« 
ttcable.  NotowM  or  diftn6^,,  nor  any  body  or  dcfcription  of  the  inha- 
bitants, ever  (ignifiedan  intention  to  accept  or  accedie'to  the  terms  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January,  1794.  On  the  contrary,  in  many 
places,  the  inhabitants  manned  batteries  to  oppofe  the  attack  of  Hi«  Ma< 
jc(ly*»  troops,  and  in  every  other  refpcd  contributed  to  refill  them ; 
they  even  fired  upon  our  llags  of  truce.  Upon  the  conqueft  of  idands^ 
Under  fuch  circumftanees,  we  conceived  it  to  be  our  duty  to  fecurc  fuch 
property  as  appeared  to  ils  unqnedionable  booty.  We  apprehend  it  was 
our  duty  to  do  fo,  upon  two  grounds,  viz.  ift.  To  protect  the  rights  of 
Kii  Majcity. — adlv.  To  fecurc  to  the  officers^  and  feamen  and  foldiers, 
fuch  booty  as  His  Majefly  had  or  might  think  (it  to  grant  them  as  a  re^ 
vard  for  their  frrviccs.  The  booty  taken  on  fliore  we  conceived  to  be 
given  to  the  navy  and  army  by  His  Majefly 's  feparate  in£lru6lions  to  Sir 
Uharles  Ore}',  and  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dunoas's  couiirmation  of  our  pkn 
of  divifion  of  booty,  in  his  letter  to  Sir  Charles  of  the  7th  of  March^ 
17^4.  Th's  idea  was  communicated  to  the  army  in  public  orders,  with 
a  view  to  encourage  the  troops^  and  promote  good  difcipline,  by  removing 
all  inducement  for  plunder. 

Having  fubmitted  to  your  Grace  our  ideas  refpe6fcing  booty,  we  rcqucft 
your  Grace's  attention  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  feizure  a£bially 
made.  The  principal  cAates  in  the  iiland  were  in  the  poiieffion  of  Re- 
pubHcan  agents,  as  coniifcated  property,  and  the  prodtice  had  been  fent 
to  the  towns  of  St.  Pierre  and  Fort  Royal,  (which  were  both  taken  by 
aflault)  in  order  to  bv  fhipped  to  France,  or  otherwife  difpofed  of^  on 
account  of  the  Republic.^  The  planters  rcfident  on  the  iiland  4iad  likc- 
wif<vfcnt  produce  ro  St.  Pierre  to.be  fhipped  or  ibid.  The  former  dc- 
fcription of  property  we  confidcred  as  belonging  to  the  French  Govern* 
mcnr,  and,  as  fuch,  to  be  lawtul  prize.  The  latter  wc  conhdered  as  fub« 
jc£t  to  confifcation,  in  coufequence  of  the  proprietors  having  either  rc* 
filled  His  Majcily's  forces,  or  declined  accepting  the  terms  ofiered  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  ill  of  January*  The  towns  being  taken  by  florm  or 
aiPault,  the  property  in  them,  according  to  the  common  practice  of  war, 
was  cxpofed  to  plunder ;  but  the  troops  were  rcllrained  from  any  act  of 
that  kind,  by  the  aiTuranccS  given  them,  that  they  would  be  much 
more  benetV.eJ  by  a  fair  and  equal  dillribution  of  booty,  than  by  indif- 
criminate  pillage.  Under  the  circuniftances  in  which  the  towns  wer« 
takcDu,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  navy  and  army,  that  all  the  proj^erty 
found  in  them  was  to  be  confidcred  apprize  or  boot^.  Wc  declined 
fandtioriing  fcizures  to  this  extent ;  but  being  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  iiland  found  at  St,  Pierre  was  unqueftionable  prize,  m  be- 
bnginq;  either  to  the  Republican  Government  or  ro  individuals  who  had 
refiftcd  the  BritiQi  forces,  or  rcjefed  the  tirms  offered  by  the  proclamk* 
tion  of  the  ift  of  January,  we  directed  the  feizure  of  it.  No  other  pri- 
vate property,  of  any  defcription,  was  molefled.  Although  the  town  of 
St.  Pierre  was  taken' by  aflaulr,  yet  the  iliops  in  it  were  publicly  open 
the  ncxtday^  and  the  inhf\bit<inis  employed  in  difpoiing  of  their  property 
and  tranfading  their  bufinefs'  as  ufual.  The  provifions  and  nccellariei 
fupplied  to  the  navy  and  army  were  regularly  paid  for,  and  every  fpecics 
of  general  merchandize  (provifions  included)  was  left  in  the  uncontroul- 
cd  difpoiition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  property  feizcd  on  ihore  coofulcd 
only  of  the  following  articles,  the  produce  of  the  iiland,  viz.  fugafi 
cocoa,  coffee,  cotton,  and  caffia. 

At  the  time  of  the  fcizuia^  00  man  intimated  the  fmallcS  doubt  citBcr 
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rf  the  Ic^ltty  6r  propriety  of  our  conduift :  on  the  cbhtraryi  it  was  the 
jrcDcral  opinion  that,  in  point  of  ftnctnefs,  all  the  moveable  property  in 
theifland  was  liable  tofeizure  :  in  this  opinion  we  have  iince  been  con- 
finned  by  better  advice  than  any  we  could  then  obtain.  Your  Grace 
will  not  fup|K)re  us^to  have  deliberately  weighed  in  legal' balances  every 
ineafure  wc  took  in  executing  the  arduous  ferviccs  committed  to  our  care : 
if  that  had  been  expected  from  us,  we  ought  to  have  been  furnidicd 
with  learned  cirillians  as  advifers  or  afTcilbrs.  Unallifled  as  we  were 
with  any  legal  advice,  wc  arc  extremely  happy  to  find  that,  inftcad  of 
txceeding,  we  have  fallen  very  far  lliorc  of  exerciling,  to  their  legal  ex- 
tent, the  rights  of  the  Crown*  in  feizing  the  booty  which  fell  to  th& 
difpofal  of  His  Majefty. 

If  your  Grace  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  refer  to  the  rcprc  fen  tat  ions 
firft  made  by  the  merchants  to  rfis  Majefty 's  Minifters  upon  this  labjed 
von  will  fiod  that  the  complaints  againft  us  were  originally  fuggeilcd  by 
Sridih  adventurers^  who  went  to  Martinique  for  the  purpol'e  of  pdr- 
diafing  prize  property,  and  who  found  thenifcives  extremely  -difap- 
^nttd  upon  difcoveriog  that  the  captors  had  taken  fuch  mcafures  as 
were  moft  likely  to  obtain  a  fair  price  for  it.  Many  pf  thefc  adventu- 
rers had  been  long  in  the  habit  of  carrying  on  commerce  with  the  French 
iflands,  (whether  illicit  or  legal  is  not  for  us  to  determine)  and  were 
deeply  connected  with  merchants  and  planters  in  Martinique,  who,  by 
their  rcfiftance  to  the  Britifti  force*,  or  by  difregarding  the  proclamation 
of  the  ift  of  Januar}',  had  fubjedled  their  property  to  confilcation.  By 
way  of  reminding  your  Grace  of  the  fource  of  thefe  complaints^  and  of 
the  regard  paid  by  the  pcrfons  making  thcnl  to  truth  and  candour,  we 
hcg  leave  to  fubmit  to  your  Grace's  perufal  the  following  cxtrad  froni 
tone  of  the  firftreprcfentations  fent  to  this  country  upon  the  fubjedt,  and 
which  we  are  informed,  was  laid  before  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  on  an 
tathority  not  to  be  queftioned; 

Ex.traft  of.  a  Letter  to  Meflrsi  George  BAiLttE  and  Co; 
from  their  Corrcfpdndcnt  dt  St.  Vincent's;  dated  i4th 
April  i794i 

"  Oui-  Mr.   : —  only  retilrned  laft  night  from  Martinique^ 

Here  he  went  to  fee  what  ,  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  fpeculation; 
He  found  a  wonderful  collcclion  of  people  from  all  the  ill.mds,  but  every- 
one equally  difappointed.  All  the  produce  on  board  the  vefllls  and  ill 
the  ftorcs,  even  to  the  length  of  powder  and  pomatum  flnps,  are  confif- 
cated. 

**  The  fale  began  with  Aigar  on  the  loth  day.    Fine  elayVl  fold  from 
^to67  P^^  being  csfptureJ  goods,  goes  home  fubjciff  to  the 

ferei|n  duty.  The  produce  has  been  all  appraifed  by  gent  1j men  from 
tl>c different  iflands  ;  and  it*s  the  dircdions  from  the  Admiral  and  Gene- 
ihat  the  agents  do  not  let  a  cafic  of  it  be  fold  under  that  appraifc- 
'J^cui,  fo  the  full  value  ivill  be  obtained,  othcrwife  it  is  bought  in  for 
tlte  capturers,  and  it  is  thoiTght  the  greatcft  part  will  fall  into  their  owti 
^aads*  they  fo  much  expe<ft  ib  themrdves,  that  the  (hips  will  be  thtf" 
W  of  the  Tales,  in  order  that  they  may  b.iy  in  what  is  wanting  to  carry 
Wc  their  produce.  After  this  is  all  over,  the  fum  of  250,000!.  ftcrl- 
JBgis  to  be  demanded  from  the  towns  in  Martinique ;  ami  all  the  pro- 
.  'duce  on  eftates  made  preyious  to  the  davof  furrcnder  is  to  be  made  priz« 
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of.  Such  extraordinary  plunder  (for  we  cannot  gire  It  a  better  name)  . 
was  never  known  before  on  the  like  or  any  other  occafion  in  ciTilized 
countries.  At  St.  Lucia  they  are  to  levy  immediately  the  fum  of  3oo,oooL 
Iterling,  in  lieu  of  every  thing  elfe,  and  no  produce  of  any  kind  to  be 
(hipped  off  the  illand  by  the  inhabitants  until  this  money  is  railed ;  fo 
that,  independent  of  half  the  ruin  of  the  people  in  both  placcs>  no  pay- 
ments can  this  year  be  ex|)e£tcd  by  the  merchants  in  the  Englifli  iflands, 
who  have  very  lar^e  fums  due  to  them  for  negroes,  &c.  foki  before  the 
war.'* 

No  man  who  reads  this  letter  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  the  motive  m 
which  it  originated.  After  all  the  reprobation  it  contains  of  the  conduft 
of  the  captors,  and  the  wonderful  degree  of  philanthl'opy  difpl^ed  for 
the  unfortunate  fufFercrs,  it  fliews  a  prcity  ilrong  diiappointment  at  the 
writer's  not  being  able  to  derive  advanDige  trnm  the  plunder  he  execrates, 
by  purchaiing  it  at  an  inferior  price.  In  fliort,  if  the  captx>n  had  per- 
mitted the  adventurers  who  wiflicd  to  fpcculate  in  the  captured  property 
to  have  purchafed  it  at  half  its  value,  the  confifcation  would  have  bees 
approved  by  them,  and  the  complaints  now  urged  againft  us  would  ne- 
ver have  been  heard  of.  It  never  occurred  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
lilands  that  any  thing  more  had  been  done  by  the  captors  than  what  was 
ufual  in  fimilar  cafes,  or  that  complaints  to  His  Majcfly's  Miniflen 
would  be  likely  to  benefit  them,  until  thefc  notions  were  iniliUcd  into 
their  minds  with  a  view  to  gratify  the  refcninr>ent  and  promote  the  intc- 
re  fled  views  of  dilappoinicd  Britidi  adventurers.  But,  independent  of 
the  very  laudable  motives  in  which  the  rcprcfcntation  juft  iiated  origi- 
nated, the  eilential  pnrts  of  it  aic  in  point  of  faft  totirlly  felfc.  In(lad 
of  all  tihe  produce  in  the  ftores  at  St.  Pierre,  even  to  the  **  length  ef 
powder  and  pomatum  (hops,"  being  conlifcatcd,  not  ^a  fingle  ounce  of 
property  of  any  dcfcription,  except  the  produce  of  the  ifland  found  ia 
the  town,  was  molefted.  We  were  fo  rigid  in  enforcing  a  ftn^  difcipliiw 
in  the  army,  that  two  men  who  had  adlcd  in  breach  of  orders,  in  plun- 
dering or  attempting  to  plunder  fonic  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre, 
were  tiicd  by  a  Court  Martial,  convicted,  and  executed. — What  is  faid 
as  to  all  the  produce  of  tho  ellatcs  made  previous  to  the  capture  of  the 
ifland  bcin^^iaken  as  prize,  is  equally  unfounded  in  fa6^,  as  not  a  finglc 
hogfliead  ot  produce  was  taken  from  any  of  the  plantations. — As  to  the 
allegations  refpe<fling  the  contributions  intended  to  be  levied  ob  tht 
iflands  of  Martinique  and  St.  Lucia,  wc  fliall  pretcntly  take  the  li- 
berty of  requclVmg  your  Grace's  attention  to  a  correct  ftatcmcnt  of  the 
fadts.  From  the  infrance  we  have  i',ivtn  of  the  regard  paid  to  truth  in  the 
reprefcntations  made  from  the  Welt  Indict,  your  Grace  will  not  be  fur- 
prj>zcd  at  thofe  Itatcmciits  being  ibllowcd  up  by  memorials  from  the 
'merchants  and  agents  here,  equally  unfounded  in  faiSl,  and  dcftitutcuf 
candour. 

'  The  tranfa^lions  which  we  hare  hitherto  detailed  or  referred  to,  relate 
principally,  to  Martinique,  that  bein^j  tlie  only  illand  from  whence  the 
captors  have  derived  any  advantage  from  the  captured  property.  Aticr 
the  conque^  of  that  illimd,  St.  l.ucia  was  the  next  objcdt  of  attack,  and 
was  regularly  fummoned  to  furrendcr.  The  funmions  was  rejected. 
The  Britifli  troops  landed  in  different  places  on  the  ift  of  April,  1794* 
and  all  the  different  forts  and  batteries  wcrp  completely  taken  pollcffion  of 
on  the  fourth.    But^lthough  there  was  no  force  on  the  ifland  tp  make 

.an  effedual  refiftance  againft  that  fent  to  attack  it,  and  the  inhabitant* 
had  known  for  near  three  months  that  it  would  be  attacked,  yet  every 
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rcfiilaiice  was  made  tbat  the  force  of  the  ifland  was  capable  of,  and  no 
tovm^  fortrcfs,  or  any  defcription  of  the  inhabitants,  either  capitulated, 
I  forrendeped,  or  propofed  to  lurrender  upon  the  terms  offered  in  the  pro- 
<clamatioQ  <rf  the  ift  of  January.  The  ifland  being  conquered  by  force, 
the  navy  and  army  did  not  conlider  the  inhabitants  as  entitled  to  the 
lerau  o&red  by  the  proclamation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  as  liable  to  be 
treated  as  enemies,  and  fubjedled  to  all  the  confeouencfs  of  conqucd. 
Under  this  impreffion  the  navy  and  army  conceived  they  had  a  right  to 
tfeat  all  the  produce  of  the  ifland  that  had  been  manufa^ured  and  tent  to 
the  to«v-n  of  Cadries  (the  (hipping  port)  and  alfo  that  upon  the  planta- 
tions in  the  poireflion  of  the  agents  of  the  republic,  as  liable  to  conlifca- 
tioa,  which  at  the  time  of  the  capture  extended  to  a  confidcrable  part  of 
the  crop  of  the  year.  Some  merchants,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Coromanders  in  Chief  to  a<Sl  as  prize  agents,  fuggcded  to  the  principal 
planters  and  merchants,  that  it  would  be  a  beneficial  menfure  for  them  to 
t)fferthe  navy  and  army  a  fum  of  n^oney  to  wai*e  their  claims  to  a  con- 
fiication  of  the  produce.;  and  that  it  would  cafily  be  raifed  by  way  of  af-. 
ieffment  or  contribution  on  the  different  towns  and  edates  in  the  ifland, 
ia  proportion  to  their  property  or  value,  and  paid  by  inftalments  at  diffe- 
rent periods.  Two  commercial  houfcs  in  Grenada,  that  were  very 
much  ronnei^cd  in  St.  Lucia,  took  an  active  part  in  promoting  this 
arrangement. 

Thefirft  fom  mentioned  as  an  equivalent  for  the  captors  waiving  their. 
eUims  to  all  coQfifcatioii  whatever  was  3oo,oo(3l.  which  fell  in^nirely 
^rt  of  the  value  ol  the  colonial  produce  then  upon  the  illand.— This 
fum  was,  however,  by  ncgociation  and  explanation,  reduced  to  a  moiety, 
and  an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the 'principal  inhabitants  for  the 
payment  of  150,0001.  by  inftahnents  (viz.)  f;o,cool.  in  1794,  the  like 
I'um  in  ty^^y  and  the  remainder  in  1796. — The  lioufesof  BaiilieandCo, 
and  Munro  and  Co.  of  Grenada^  propofed  to  come  forward  as  furetxes. 
for  the  ifland,  and  to  give  bills  on  London,  dated  Firll  Auguft  1794, 
payable  at  6  months  fight,  for  the  amount  of  the  firft  50,000!.— This 
propofal,  which  held  our  to  the  captors  the  certainty  of  a  large  fuhi  of 
mocey,  without  the  trouble  artending  the  feizure,  condemnation,  and 
felc  of  enemies  property,  was  acccj^tcd  under  the  idea  that  they  would 
experience  no  farther  trouble  or  dilficulty  about  it.  The  gentlemen, 
who  had  propofed  to  give  bills  for  the  money,  fuggcOed  from  time  to 
time  fttch  orders  or  proclamations  as  they  thought  would  be  moft  likely 
10  cirry  intd  effect  the  arrangement  agreed  upon ;  but  inflcad  of  the 
captors  deriving  any  advantage  whatever  from  this  plan  of  a  contribution^ 
not  a  iinglc  fliilling  ever  did  or  will  come  into  their  hands  from  it.  In- 
flcad  of  gaining  any  thing,  the  captors  were  completely  defrauded  of 
every  ounce  of  property  taken  on  the  ifland,  except  the  arms  and  mili- 
tary tlores,  that  were  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  Public. — So  tar  from 
hating  pillaged  or  plundered  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Lucia  (with  which 

I  they  are  charged)  the  captors  have  not  to  the  prefenr  hour  received,  nor 
have  they  any  prob.ibility  of  receiving,  a  Tingle  tarthing  arifing  from  prize 

I     or  booty  taken  on  (liore,  except  the  value  of  the  military  flores. —  We  Ik- 

!  fievc  a  fum  of  lo.ocol.  or  i2,ccol.  uas,  colUdtcd  in  the  illand  in  part  of 
the  propofed  Contribution,  and  towards  payment  of  the  firflinfrulment 
thereof;  but  not  one  fliilling  of  it  was  ever  received  by  the  captors ; 
and  upon  its  bein^  intimated  to- us,  that  the  receipt  of  lui  v  fum  ot  money 

•  podcr  the  denonimation  of  contribution  would  not  meet  with  His  Ma* 
jcily'j  approbacioHi  we  directed  whatever  had  been  coilcdicd  to  be  re* 
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«*  The  value  of  the  conqucft"  mud  be  undcrdood  as  referable  to  the 
property,  wfiich  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland  had  made  the  fubjc^t  of  bootfV 
and  which  the  captors  conceived  had  been  conferred  upon  ihem  by  His 
W:\jefty*s  feparatc  inlJruftions  to  Sir  Charles  Grey.  But  whether  that 
contribution  which  thcfe  proclamations  propofed  to  levy  waa^juft  or  un- 
jiift,  either  in  priiicipic  or  extent,  we  did  not  expert  that  it  would  now 
be  m;.de  «i  (ubjeft  ot  ioquiry,  as  not  a  fingle  farthing  was  collcded. 
Th'*  projeA  was  in  fsi^  abandoned  long  before  it  wa^  known  that  Hi« 
Majeity  difapprovcd  of  contributions;  no  lofg  or  injury  of  aay  kind  was 
in  point  of  tatSt  fuliaincd  by  the  inhabitants ;  nor  have  th«y  thcmrchcs 
-exprclTed  any  difcontent  or  dilfati  fa(ftion^  though  advantage  has  beei 
taken  of  thcfe  proceedings  to  load  us  with  every  fort  of  malevolent  mif« 
rcprefentarion  and  abufe. 

We  fliall  now  rcqucft  your  Graced  attention  to  the  memorial  figi>«d 
by  Mr.  ThcUu^n,    By  way  of  inipreffing  yonr  Grace  with  a  juft  idea 
'  of  the  candour  of  the  memorialift,  the  firfl  paragraph  charges  us  with 
having  cxcrcifcd  injufticeand  oppreflion  towards  the  inhabitants,  without 
giving  the  name  ot  any  one  perfon  that  has  been  injured,  or  inflancing 
a  (ingle  fa6t  or  tranfa^ion  to  wa'^rajit  fo  ftrong  an  imputation-    It  is  not 
ufual  for  men  ic  hio:h  rcfponfible  fituations  to  be  charged,  in  general 
terms,  with  the  exercifeof  injufticcand  opprelTion,  wiihout  a  foundation 
bcin^  laid  for  fuch  a  charge  by  a  llatemcnt  of  fa(5ls,  from  whence  it  cati 
be  fairly  deduced.    Here  the  charge  is  boldly  made  a?  the  outfet,  and 
when  the  fubfequent  detail  of  fai%  (if  any  thing  ilatcd  in  this  paper  dc- 
fervcs  that  appellation)  comes  to  be  examined,  it  will  be  foandcompofed 
of  either  politivc  falfchoods  or  wilful  mifrcprefcntations.  It  is  not  a  little 
lingular,  that  the  name  of  no  one  inhabitant  of  Martinique  fiiould  he 
brought  forward  as  having  authorifcd  this  complaint.  As  to  the  fuppofcd 
fuftcrcrs^  whether  they  were  planters,  merchants,  or  traders,  whether 
they  were  frenchmen,  Creoles,  or  pcrfons  of  colour,  what  is  the  na- 
ture or  extt  nt  of  their  lofle?,  and  how  fwfiained  or  octafioned,  tfee  me- 
morial is  totally  filcnt.    Mr.  Tlielliifn)n  lUites,  that  the  perfons  be  rc- 
prefents  were  not  adherents  to  the  National  XJonvcntion,  nor  did  they 
oppofe  the  proclamatioji  of  the  ift  January,    Whether  that  fa£t  is  true 
or  fallc,  defends  merely  upon  his  ail'ertiou,  which  in  the  terms  in  which 
it  is  made  cannot  receive  a;i  a'.fvvcr.    If  their  names  and  relidcnce  had 
been  mentioned,  we  fliould  have  had  an  oj^portunity  of  anfwcring  this 
allegation,  by  flicwinr;  what  part  the  perfous  named  took  in  the  contrtl, 
and  how  far  they  fuffcrcd  frojn  the  feizure  that  took  place.  The  filtm-e 
obfervcd  upon  this  fubjcd  pretty  clearly  fliews,  that  the  principals  wilh 
to  ftirink  from  perfonal  inqi.iiry  and  nunutc  invt(li<^ation,  and  prefer  the 
mode  of  circahiiinp:  their  calumny  in  the  name  of  an  agent,  who  docs 
eiot  hold  himfcl*  rcfpoufible  for  what  he  flatcs.    The  allegation  with  rc- 
fpeft  to  the  ^late  of  St,  J'ierre,  whc-n  flrft  Uimmoned,  and  the  quiet  and 
.peaceable  lubmiilion  of  the  white  inhabitants,  is  pofitively  and  abfolutsly 
lalfe.    To  prove  it  to  be  fo,  it  is  only  ncccflary  for  your  Grace  to  refer 
to  the  anfwcr  )iiven  by  the  Mayor  ot  St.  Pierre' to  our  lummons,  and  the 
detail  of  the  conqut  fr  of  the  ifland  cont.uned  in  our  public  difpatchcs. 
Your  Grr.cc  will  find  that  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  was  the  hi\\  place  njkcn. 
except  Fort  Bourbon  and  Fort  Royal.    The  aid-de-cnmp,  who  carmJ 
4hc  fummcns  to  Sr.  Pierre  on  the  6th  of  Februar\',  inlkad  of  beirg  re- 
ceived and  liftenod  to,  was  infulteJ,  and  no:  permitted  to  enter  tjhc  town, 
and  the  M^yor  gave  the  watch  word  for  refillance  and  defiance.    So  far 
were  the  inhabitanis  fiom  being  well  afTcdcd  to  the  Britifh  GovcrnLceiii* 
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that  they  manned  fomrof  the  batteries  nearthei  town,  aisd  fcTcrat  arnaed 
▼dfcls  were  under  the  Dcceflity  of  firing  upon  the  town,  to  deter  them 
from  giying  farther  fupport  to  the  adjarcpf  forts,  at  the  time  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Brltiili  forces*   Their  fuppofed  quiet  and  peacrabie  fiib- 
XBifEon  extended  no  farther  than  to  their  nut  engaging  the  Bi  nifh  trocpa 
when  they  entered  the  town  fword  in  hai.d,  after  having  token  the  fur- 
Founduig  forts  by  alTauIt,  and  when  farther  refitlance  would  have  beeni 
fruitlef$.    To  the  allegation  that  ftatfs  the  inhabitants  roprp^cnted  by 
Mr.  Thelluflbn  to  have  relied  with  iniplii  it  conliilcncc  on  the  fecurity 
held  forth  by  the  proclamation  of  the  rlt  of  Timuary — luofe  and  gcaeral 
as  it  is — we  feel  no  difficulty  in  giving  a  pofitive  contradi<ftion,  as  no  dc- 
fcription  of  pcrfons  in  the  idand  ever  intimated,  at  the  tin  e,  the  moft 
dilbuu  idea  that  they  conlidercd,  or  wcic  in  Conditi<in  to  conlidcr  thcm- 
fclres  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation.    It  was  public  and  no* 
toriousto  every  man  in  the  illand,  both  Britifli  and  French,  that  every 
foot  of  it  was  conquered  by  force;  but  relying- upon  thcfe  fatfts  not  being 
ib generally  known  in  this  country,  and  encouraged  by  their  connections 
in  the  Britifli  iilands,  and  thofe  which  they  have  recently  formed  ia 
GreiitBritainy  it  is  not  improbable  that  fome  of  the  inhabiunts  may  have 


£orcc5  cx|X>icd  to  fcizureand  confifcaiion.  Not  content  with  ftating  the 
conduft  iif  the  inhabitants  to  have  been  the  direct  rcverfc  of  what  it  ia 
£ad  tt^as,  the  m e mo riali ft  proceeds  to  allcdgc,  that  all  the  produce  and 
provilior.sia  the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  in  fome  other  parts  of  the  illand^ 
was  feizcd  and  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors.  The  property  thac 
was  feizcd  on  fiiorc  we  have  accurately  flatcd.  Not  an  ounce  of  provi- 
fioos  was  included,  except  the  produce  of  the  tfiand,  fuch  as  has  been 
named,  (hould  be  deemed  fo.  In  (hort«  the  whole  memorial  is  founded 
infaKkood  and  mifreprefcntatioii.  it  is  neither  fandl?ion:'d  by  names,  nor 
iupportcd  by  auy  document  or  evidence  of  any  dcfcription ;  and  yet^ 
upo?  fuch  fpurious  and  anonymous  authority,  we  are  grolsly  calumniated, 
"  as  having  violated  Britifli  faith  folcmnly  pledged,  and  ^c^'^d  contrary 
"  t«  all  the  rules  of  war,  as  carried  on  by  civilized  nations.*' 

Whether  the  terms  oflcrcti  by  the  proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January 
1794,  arc  to  be  confidered  as  addrcflcd  to  individuals  only,,  or  to  the 
body  of  the  people,  is  pei-fetftly  immaterial ;  for  no  individual  from  whom 
ao  ounce  or  property  was  taken  ever  intimated  a  wifh  to  accept  the  bene- 
fit of  it  until  after  his  place  of  refidcnce  was  in  pofi'^rioa  the  Britifli 
troops.  His  profeffions  of  regard  for,  and  attachment  to,  the  Britifli  Go- 
vernment, might  perhaps  then  become  vociferous ;  but  what  would 
kavebccn  faid  of  us  if  we  had  given  credit  to  the  profclfious  of  fuch  men  ? 
Had  the  fame  opportunity  offered  at  Martinique  that  afterward:,  occurred 
at  Guadaloupe»  all  thefe  profeflions  would  have  vaniflicd,  and  the  per- 
loQS  making  them  have  been  found  among  it  the  fupporters  of  the  invad- 
iag  enemy. 

The  firft  memorial  of  the  Wcfl-India  planters  and  merchants  appears 
taut  to  be  rather  a  rcmonflrancc  againflthc  conduct  of  His  Majefly's  iVIi. 
aiders  than  a  perfonal  attack  upon  us — wc  therefore  coniidcr  it  as  not 
calling  for  an  anfwer  on  our  parts ;  but  the  other,  which  refers  to  thac 
wc  have  juft  obferved  upju,  and  calls  the  attention  of  His  Mujeft)  *s 
Mioiders  to  the  proclamations  of  the  id  of  January,  and  the  roth  and 
aid  May,  wc  couiidcr  as  demanding  our  attention — It  manifcf^ly  pro- 
./Rcdi  throughout  upon  a  fuppolition  that  the  facts  flatcd  in  the  ath<i; 
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inemonal  arc  true,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered iflands  had 
by  their  fubmiffion,  entitled  themfelves  to  the  benefits  offered  by  the  firft 
proclamation.  Wc  are  not  much  furprized  to  find  falfc  allegationf  and 
unfounded  calumny  flatcd  in  a  memorial  that  may  be  fairly  faid  to  de^ 
fcrve  the  charadter  of  anonymous  ;  but  we  canhot  avoid  expreOing  our 
aftonifliment  to  obferve  the  Weft-Iridia  planters  and  merchant*  adopting 
it.  Had  they  poiTefled  no  means  of  afccrtaining  the  truth  or  fatfehood 
of  the  matters  flated  in  it,  fome  apology  might  be  made  for  their  doing 
fo ;  but  the  manner  in  which  the  iflands  were  taken  being  matter  of  pub- 
lic hiftory,  there  is  no  excufc  fo<"  their  adopting  a  falfe  reprefentatioa* 
It  was  only  neccflary  for  them  to  refer  to  the  Gazette,  to  difcover  thit 
the  memorial  prefentcd  by  Mr.  Thelluflbn  was  pofiiively  falfc  ;  but  li 
feems  the  planters  and  merchants  did  not  wiih  to  be  undeceived,  as  there 
would,  in  that  cafe,  have  been  no  colour  for  their  putting  the  interpret 
tation  upon  the  proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January  which  they  have  done^ 
His  Majclly's  proclamation  held  out  an  encouragement  to  fubmifljon  td 
his  arms,  not  a  reward  for  refinance  to  them.  They  do  not  treat  ihil 
inftrument  as  containingan  alternative,  but  as  offering  unqualified  terms, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  iflands  were  to  have  tbei>enefitf 
of,  be  their  conduct  wi.at  it  might,  whether  they  fubmitted  or  whether 
they  refifted.  In  this  rcfped  it  is  more  uncandid  than  thc'othcr  memo* 
rial ;  and,  in  bating  the  demand  made  by  the  prrdamatians  of  the  toth 
and  lift  of  May,  it  keeps  puce  widi  it  in  fisirnCfS,  by  fupprefling  the  fa^, 
that  not  one  (hilling  was  ever  colleded  under  them,  and  that  all  idea  of 
contribution  was  abandoned  many  months  ago.  This  fa£t  tvas  equally 
well  known  to  the  mcmorialifts  as  thofc  which  they  have  {bted,  and  could 
only  be  fupprcllcd  with  a  view  to  give  their  complaint  a  degree  of  plau* 
fibility,  which  a  fair  re prcfcn tation  would  in  no  degree  have  warranted* 
All  thii  ind::ll;^*  and  anxiety  to  pervert  the  meaning  of  public  papcn^ 
and  to  mifreprclent  or  fupprefs  the  fa£ts  rcquiiite  to  a  proper  judgeyncnt 
of  their  true  operation,  mufl  have  proceeded  from  a  confcioufnefa  that  a 
fair  interpretation  of  them,  and  a  candid  llatemcnt  of  all  the  ma:?rial 
fadts,  would  have  ihcwn  that  there  was  no  juft  ground  for  complaint. 
Taking  the  complaint  in  its  llrongeft  fcnfe,  when  the  fa£t  is  afcertaincd, 
at  amounts  to  no  njore  than  that  the  Commandei's  in  Chief,  having  been 
under  the  nccellity  of  conquering  the  iflands  by  force,  conceived  the  con- 
queft  to  give  the  captors  a  right  to  fubftitute  a,  general  contribution  for  a 
confifcatlun  of  pioperty,  which  the  condu£l  of  the  proprietors  had  expofcd 
to  fcJrfeiture,  but  whi*  h  contribution  had  not  been  paid'.  Had  it  bccnfo 
put,  the  inquiiy  called  for  would  have  appeared  ridiculous. 

The  memorial  from  the  Liverpool  merchants  feems  of  a  very  fingular 
nature,  it  culls  upon  His  Majefiy'i  Minifters  to  difavow  principle! 
which  were  never  reduced  to  practice,  and  for  a  reftoration  of  payments 
that  were  cither  never  made,  or  long  ago  returned.  Though  it  gives  a 
falfe  colour  to  what  has  been  in  the  conquered  iflands,  it  it  not  quite  fo 
deftiiuie  of  truth  and  canc^-nir  as  the  other  two,  upon  which  wc  have  juft 
obferved,  and  in  that  refpcd  only  differs  frum  them.  We  fliall  here  dif* 
mifs  the  fubjefi  of  thefc  ircmorials  with  this  ftiort  obfervation,  that  if 
there  had  brcnany  fair  and  juft  ground  forcoraplaint,  which  the  memo* 
rialiils  could  haveeftabliflicd  upon  inveftigation  fo  as  to  entitle  thcmfclvcf 
to  relief,  the  Courts  of  JuiHce  would  have  long  ago  refounded  with  t&ctf 
clamours  for  redrefs,  and  ITis  Majcfly's  Miuiflers  would  have  been  the 
Jafr  ]>crfons  applied  to*  Confcioios  that  their  complaints  arc* un founded 
in  fact,  and  their  claims  uu Supported  by  any  colour  of  law,  they  fublu* 
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tote  mifreprefentation  and  calumny  in  their  pl^ce,  and  endeavour  pr2- 
▼aicly  to  ruin  and  difgrace  the  chara£ters  of  men,  whofexondudt  they 
have  not  ventured  publicly  to  attack. 

With  rcfped  to  the  pcrlbna}  rcqucft  made  to  your  Grace  by  the  Weft* 
India  merchants  on  the  i2ih  inftant,  as  ftated  in  the  minute  of  the  con- 
ference fent  us  by  your  Grace,  we  cannot  avoid  obferving^,  that  it  falls 
farfliort  of  what  is  called  for  by  their  memorial,.    That  paper  rather  in- 
fiouatcs  than  charges  mifcondudl ;  but  in  the  prayer  of  it  your  Grace  is 
called  upon  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  our  public  conduct,  "in  order 
to  afcertain  how  far  the  national  chara6tf  r  and  the  public  juftice  of  the  , 
country  have  been  duly  and  properly  fupportcd  by  us  in  fuch  hic;h  and 
reipontible  ftations."    To  our  very  great  iurprize  the  merchants  in  their 
conrcrfation  with  your  Grace  flate,  *'  that  their  objeA  in  the  application 
was  not  a  call  for  inquiry  with  a  view  to  inculpation  of  our  conduct,  but 
a  public  difavowal  of  the  measures  prppolcd  bv  the  proclamations  of  the 
xoth  and  21ft  of  May."    So  that  after  indirc(5tl^  fugtjefting  to  your 
Grace,  that  the  national  chiira<5ter  and  the  public  juftice  of  the  country 
has  been  wounded  by  our  condudi,  nothing  more  is  alked  than  a  difa- 
vowal of  fuppofcd  principles  which  were  never  reduced  to  pradtlce,  and 
of  the  terms  of  a  proclamtition  which  are  wilfully  mifunderllood  or  per- 
verted, for  the  piirpofe  of  giving  a  colour  to  the  clamour  raifed  againft 
In  (hort,  the  merchants,  finding  that  the  prayer  of  their  memorial 
IS  ooc  warranted  by  any  thing  they  have  to  urge  againft  us,  wifh  by  in- 
direct means,  to  prevail  upon  your  Grace  to  advife  His  Majefty  to  cen- 
fureour  condu<^  in  the  way  moft  di {'graceful  and  humiliating  to  us,  viz. 
by  I  public  difavowal  and  difapprobation,  not  of  an  a6l  done  by  us,  but  . 
of  an  intention  that  was  not  can  ied  into  efFed^,  and  which  intention  is  it- 
ielf  gmfsly  mifrcprcfcnted.    The  merchants  have  not  ftifwn  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition  of  forbearance  towards  us  as  to  induce  your  Grace  to  believe, 
thatif  they  could  have  proved  us  guilty  of  mifconduft  they  would  have 
reiorted  to  an  attack  upon  an  unexecuted  irrention,  and  have  confined 
tbor  application  for  redrefs  to  a  difavowal  of  opinions  enterrain^d  .by  us 
with  rcfpc^  to  the  rights  and  pradice  of  war.    If  wc  have  a£ted  illegally  ^ 
orunjuitly,  the  Courts  of  Juilice  are  open  to  the  parties  who  may  think 
tfaemfelves  injured^  and,  from  the  difpofitiun  (hewn  towards  us  in  the 
memorials  prefented  to  your  Grace,  it  is  manifeft  that  tendernefs  to  us 
not  the  motive- which  has  hitherto  withheld  the  claimants  from  feeking 
ftirefs  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Siocc  our  return  to  this  country,  we  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in 
w  power  with  refped  to  the  practice  in  former  wars,  where  any  ifland 
OP  place  has  been  carried  by  atiaultj  and,  inftead  of  difcovering  that  we 
km  exceeded  former  pra6tice  with  refped  to  the  feizure  of  l^ty,  we 
that  wc  have  fallen  very  far  (hort  of  it.  In  His  Majcfty's  feparate 
»ftro£Hoos  to  Sir  Charles  Grey,  directions  are  given  with  refpeft  to  the 
wifion  of  an^  booty  that  might  be  taken  on  (horc ;  and  we  therefore  prc- 
«>n»cd,  that  it  muft  have  been  His  Majefty's  intention  that  fuch  property, 
why  the  rights  and  pradtce  of  war  became  veftcd  in  the  Crown,  fhould 
he  Veiled  and  diflnbuted  between  the  navy  and  army  as  booty.— 
We  have  always  undcrllood  it  to  be  admitted  as  a  general  propofition, 
w  jottcls  taken  from  an  enemy  arc  the  property  of  the  conquerors;  and 
,  that  it  is  an  acknowledged  right,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  fcize  enemies 
goods  whenever  they  can  be  found,  if  the  vi6lors  are  not  rcftraincd  from 
floing  fo  under  fome  compact  or  capitulation.  Seizures  of  a  fimilar  na-  ' 
ture  to  that  made  by  us  9t  Martinique  have  been  made  b  every  war  for 
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many  yean'  paft;  as  for  ioftance,  at  Vigo  in  1702^  at  Peylaln  174;,  at 
Senegal  in  17^9,  at  the  Harannah  in  1763,  at  Omoa  in  1780,  and  at 
St.  EuflatiiTs  in  1781.  The  property  taken  at  the  lad-mentioned  place  ' 
included  all  the  goods  and  cfie^s,  ot  every  defcriptiont  found  upon  the 
ifland,  except  fome  inconliderable  cjuantities  given  up  to  a  few  individu^ 
slU,  and  yet  no  inilru^ions  were  given  to  the  Admiral  and  General  for 
making  fuch  a  fcizurc.  It  was,  however,  afterwards  approved  by  His 
Majedy,  and  a  grant  made  of  the  whole  property  taken  in  favour  of  tho 
captors. 

In  the  conference  between  your  Grace  and  the  merchants  it  feems  t^ 
have  been  taken  for  granted,  that  the  proclamations  complained  of  by 
them  were  inconfident  with  that  of  the  firft  of  January.  If  your  Grace 
will  refer  10  the  latter  you  will  find,  that  in  the  event  of  the  terms  offered 
by  it  not  being  acceded  to,  all  perfons  a^ing  in  defiance  of  it  were  to  be 
**  treated  as  enemies,  and  cxpofcd  to  all  the  evils  which  the  opcrarions 

of  wjr  would  neceiTarily  bring,  both  on  their  perfons  and  pofleflions." 
In  this  predicament  were  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  iflands,  sod 
confequently  all  our  fubfequent  orders  ought  to  be  coniidered  as  iflbed 
againir  perfons  rubje<n  to  all  the  rights  and  fe verities  of  war.  Abd  although 
your  Grace  fecms  to  have  been  of  opinion,  that  in  exercifing  thofe  rightir 
we  were  unauihorlfed  by  any  "power,"  other  than  the  force  we  com* 
manded ;  yet,  upon  a  rc-confideration  of  the  Aibjc£t,  we  arc  perfuadcd 
your  Grace  will  find,  thai  we  polTcflcd  all  the  power  veded  in  His  Ma- 
jedy  as  Sovereign  of  the  State,  whofe  force  we  commanded,  and  wcTt 
not  only  warranted,  but  in  duty  bound,  to  exercife  the  rights  of  war  in 
fuch  manner  as  we  diould  think  mod  likely  to  meet  with  His  Majedy's 
approbation,  regard  being  had  to  the  indru6tions  with  which  he  had  ho- 
noured us.  In  the  fituaiion  in  which  we  were  placed,  much  was  left  to 
our  difcFction.  His  Majedy  pointed  ont  to  us  the  objects  he  wiihed  to  ac- 
complidiy  but  the  means  were  left  to  us  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  all  inferior 
objects,  tfiey  were  left  to  our  management,  without  any  indrudionswhat'' 
ever.  If  we  have  exceeded  or  abufed  the  powen  delegated  to  us,  we  arc 
not  only  amenable  to  His  Majedy  in  a  Court  Military,  but  to  aU  iiidivi- 
d  uals  in  the  Ordinary  Cou  rts  of  Judice.  We  are  perfuadcd,  that  neither 
your  Grace,  nor  any  other  t)f  His  Majedy *s  Miniders,  will  think  us  ob- 
jects of  cenlure  on  the  ground  of  mere  unexecuted  intentions^  even  if  they 
fhould  be  found  to  have  originated  in  error  or  midake.  Weareconfia- 
ccd,  that  it  never  occurred  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  capnzred  iflands, 
that  we  had  treated  them  with  unwarranted  fe verity,  until  the  idea  was 
fuggeded  to  them  by  Britidi  traders,  who  had  intcrcded  views  to  anlwcr. 
Cur  condud  was  approved  by  the  principal  planters  and  the  public  offi- 
cen  of  the  iflands,  as  your  Grace  will  perceive  by  the  tedimonialsi^hich 
we  take  the  liberty  to  fubjoin*  Various  mlfreprelentations  having  been 
circulated  as  to  the  value  and  extent  of  the  property  feized,  it  ia  proper 
that  your  Grace  diould  be  informed,  that  the  whole  which  was  takeo^ 
both  afloat  and  on  fliore  (excepting  arms  and  military  dores>  produced 
only  183,0001.,  our  proportion  of  which,  Ihould  it  not  be  diminiflicdhy 
claims  or  litigation,  or  by  didionoored  bills,  wUl  be  iTf437l.  each.-*- 
Wctrud  your  Grace  will  excufe  our  having  entered  at  fuch  great  length 
into  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjed^,  as  we  eonfider  our  perfonal  honour, 
sind  the  reputation  we  have  hitherto  held  in  Society,  aa  fenoufly  tl- 
tackedw  We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  &c« 

CHARLES  GREY^ 

7th  March,  179s,  J.  JERVIS. 


Digitized  by 


1795.  DEBATES.  >6y 


TESTIMONIALS  addr<i(rcd  to  Sir  Charlei  Grey. 

The  Committee  eftabliflicd  thw  day  at  Sr.  Pierre  by  me  is  hereby  au- 
tborifed  to  give,  when  required  fo  to  do  by  the  Staff  Officers  of  the  army, 
and  efpeciallyby  Colonel  Myers  and  Major  Orcy,  all  necellary  orders  to 
procure  from  the  f^ores  of  the  diffident  individuals  the  articles  that  may 
ne  found  therein  fuitabic  for  the  fcrvic'e,  and  the  Public  Chcft  (hall  be 
anfarcrable  for  the  value  thereof :  provided  acvcrthelefs  the  faid  articles 
be  not  liable  to  confifcation. 

They  arc  alfo  to  deliver  all  pcceiiary  orders  to  get  from  the  general 
flore  the  anicles  found  therein,  and  required  for  the  fervice. 

And,  finally,  they  ar4  hereby  authonfed  to  dire£l  the  inhabinnts,  and 
0ther  individuals,  to  find  tjie  negroes  or  cattle  oeceflary  for  the  fervice. 
St.  Pierre,  Martinique, 

fhc  liih  February,  >794.  Thomas  Bundas. 

WE,  the  former  Members  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  Govern- 
inctit  by  his  Excellency  General  Dundas,  in  tl\c  town  of  St.  Pierre,  do 
hereby  certify  and  aiTert,  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  power  given  to 
us  by  the  faid  General  to  procure  from  the  Icveral  individuals  what  ar? 
tides  were  ncceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  nary  ;  and  moreover,  that 
thofe  aniclea  have  been  accordingly  provided  for,  on  our  iiUiing  written 
orders  for  the  lame ;  and  that  they  have  been  delivered  by  the  diflcren 
inhabirants  only  by  our  giving  them  the  /certainty  of  their  being  pai. 
agreeable  to  the  above-meationed  orders,  having  informed  them  thereof| 
^d  the  original  being  nofv  in  oiir  hands. 

Wc  do  iarthermore  declare,  that,  except  the  produce  fcized  in  the  har- 
bour, and  in  the  ftores  of  this  town,  no  fort  of  goods  whatever,  being 
French  property,  has  been  coniircatcd  here,  and  that  the  fhops  in  par- 
ticular have  never  been  mol.eiled. 


I,  the  underwritten  King's  Attorney  in  the  Court  of  J u (lice  of  St. 
Kerrc,  do  hereby  cenify,  that  the  above  iignaturesare  well  knowp  to  be 
Aofc  of  the  former  CommiiTaries  of  Government-  In  tedimony  whereof 
I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Court. 
St,  Pierre,  Martinique, ' 

the  Z4th  day  of  November,  X794« 

A  true  tranflation  by  the  fwrorn  Interpreter. 
St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  (he  14th  November,  1794- 


1         May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I      IF  the  ifland  of  Martinique  now  cnjoyg  any  degree  of  happi nefs  it  is  to 
!    your  wife  Adminiftration  alone  that  we  are  mdebted  for  it. — It  was  not 
enough  to  hare  conquered  the  colony,  it  wa*<  befides  neceflarT  to  isfura 


teflimony  »rhereof  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands,  at 
St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  the  1 2th  November,  1794* 
(Signed)    Catala^  yacquin  Jun.  Horde. 

Ptcokl^  Ph,  Menard^  St.  Cerquet, 
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this  ifland,  the  moft  valuable  in  jthcfe  feas,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy% 
intrigues  and  depreidations. 

As  tor  us,  who  have  been  happy  enough  to  co-oper?re  w  ',  li  yoar  Ex- 
Qeliency  in-maintaining  good  order  in  the  town  of  St,  I  '  r,  uc  confcis 
that  it  is  wholly  to  the  proteilion  with  which  yourExc  i.  \  honoured 
us,  and  to  the  confidence  which  he  placed  in  our  abiUti' .ri..t  our  fuc- 
cefs  i&  tor  be  attributed. — We  iliall  ever  be  ipindiul  of  yo.'r  KxccllcDcy'f 
Jcindnefs. — To  the  fentiments  with  which  we  are  imprellcd  let  htm  allow 
us  to  add,  the  aflliranceof  the  moft  finccrc  and  unfeigned  attach meot.^ 
This  homage,  which  fprings  from  the  hearr,  is  the  faithful  expreffionof 
-pur  gratitude. — Sir  Charles  Grey's  happinefs  will  ever  be  the  cbjed  of 
our  prayer. 

The  Member*  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at 
St,  Pierre,  in  Martinique. 

(Signed)  ^Jiorg  Judgo  Catala^  St)bflitute  to  the  King's  At- 
torney ;  Rrnaudiny  King's  Attorney j  Peccul^  2d  Ditto; 
Jagutm^  Rcjgiller;  Borde^  id  Rcgiller. 

Abilra£l  from  the  Records  of  the  Superior 
Council  of  Martinique. 

MJRTINr^UE. 

THIS  Day  the  Court,  anxious  to  give  to  hil  Excel leocy  Sir 
Charles  Grey  a  proof  of  the  extreme  fatisfa^tion  they  have  felt  during 
the  time  of  his  adminiftrarion,  and  of  the  infinite  concern  with  which 
thev  arc  irapreffcd  bv  his  Excellency's  departure  from  this  colony, 

liefolvcs.  That  Mcfl'is.  CUfke,  the  Senior  Magi  Urate  of  the  Court, 
and  Menant,  one  of  the  Magiilrates,  (hall  be  appointed  to  exprefs  tobb 
Excellency  the  fentiments  of  the  Court,  when  they  will  prefisnt  to  him 
g  copy  of  the  pre  fen  t  Refolvcs. 

Given  in  Superior  Council,  this  aid  Day  of  November,  1794* 

(Signed)  Rol^nan^ 

Kegiftcr. 

(Seal.)    Sealed  this  aid  Day 
of  November,  1794. 

(Signed)  Borde, 

A  true  tranflation.  Given  under  the  hand  and^feal  of  the  fvom  Inter-? 
prcter  of  the  colony  of  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  the  24th  Day  ofNoi 
vcmber,  ?794. 

Chs.  Sorln. 

f 

Martinique — prefented  the 
24th  November,  1794. 

^  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Gharles  Grey,  Enigbt 
of  the  Bath,  General,  &c.  &c«  &c.  i 

SIR, 

ANARCHY,  and  all  the  crimes  by  which  it  is  fqrroundfdf  | 
had  fpread  it's  empire  over  the  French  colonies. — Your  Excellency  led  ; 
here  a  triumphant  army.— All  has  been  fubdued  by  you,  except  thceli-  ; 
mate.— Nccrffary  precautions  have  determined  the  feverc  meafures  bf  I 
which  Martinique  has  been  prefcrved  from  frefh  calamities. — ^To  tbo 
ffilimph  of  anx»  your  Ezcelkncjr  has  united  the  Tvifdom  of  Adoitufii^ 
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doo,  and  you  cany  with  you  the  double  gjorjr  of  hftvin^  conquered  cnc- 
plcsj  and  bound  to  you  the  hearts  of  His  Majefty's  oew  fubjedls. 

(Seal.)    (Seal.)  (Signed)  Clarh,  Mcnant. 

A  true  tranflation.  Given  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  fiVorn  Inter* 
prctcr  of  the  colony — St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  the  a4th  Day  of  No* 
Vcmbcr,  X794. 

Claries  S^n'MM 

Copy  of  a  Letter  written  to  M.  de  Curt^  Deputy  of  the 
Colony  of  Marttniqur,  in  London,  and  addieflcd  t6 
liim  by  Monf.  La  Hiinte,  appointed  for  that  puipof4 
by  the  Superior  Council. 

Fort  Royal,  8th  Norembcr,  1794. 

BY  the  RetbWcs  of  the  Superior  Council,  which  I  hive  the  honour  to 
tranfraii  to  you,  Sir,  you  will  fee  that  the  Court^  in  appointing  me  Com- 
miflary  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  a  regular  correfpondcnce  with  you, 
has  cfpeciall/  directed  me  10  inr'orm  you  ot  it's  opinion  on  the  meafures 
taken  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Grey  to  fccure  the  tranquillity  of 
this  colony. 

The  Court  has  had  fome  rcafon  to  believe.  Sir,  that  pei Tone,  nwred 
•  by  Tarious  motives,  have  en.!cavourcd  to  throw  fome  blame  on  the  ope- 
rations of  his  Excellency  concerning  the  individuals  fent  away,  and  whofe 
rtGdi  nee  in  this  ifland  would  have  hazarded  the  fafety^  not  onl^  of  Mar« 
tinique  but  of  all  the  Weil  Indies.  The  Court  thinks  that  it  is  its  duty 
to  undeceive,  as  much  as  It  is  in  its  power  to  do  fo,  His  Majeft^'s  Mini- 
fteis,  that  they  might  not  fuiFer  therafclves  to  be  impofcd  upon;  and 
ihisiswhat  lum  dirc(E^cd  to  let  them  know  through  you. 

The  proclamations  ilTucd  by  the  Commanders  in  Chief  at  the  time  they 
attacked  Martinique,  -and  which  probably  had  l^een  penned  agreeable  t6 
the  dlre^ions  they  had,  thefer  proclamations  had  before-hand  declared 
the  .meafures  tHat  have  been  taken  fince — full  of  clemency,  while  they 
Wtd  forth  a  pardon  to  all  thofe  who  would  oppofe  no  refinance,  and  even 
flidtered  them  from  the  criminal  profccutiou  of  the  law,  for  all  the  hein- 
ous and  fanguinary  aifls  of  which  they  had  been  guilty — they  in  the  mean 
time  had  made  however  a  fpecial  rcferve,  which  they  declared  to  be  un- 
avoidably fulfilled,  viz.  the  fending  away  all  guilty  people,  and  all  indi- 
Tiduals  dangerous  to  Society,  in  a  country  where  His  Majefty's  intention 
iras  to  re-ell ablifh  the  reign  of  good  order  and  laws. 

So  evidently  neceiTary  was  this  meafure,  that  it  feems  aeedlefs  to  prove 
it— and  indeed  of  what  was  compofed  the  fet  of  people  of  which  his  Ex- 
cellency Sir  Charles  Grey  has  endeavoured  to  exonerate  the  colony  ? 
Whitf5,  moftly  flained  with  crimes,  all  inftigators  or  agents  of  de(lru£lton 
or  conflagration — people  of  colour  entirely  loll  in  guilt;  and  flavcs  armed 
againft  their  maders.  It  certainly  wo\i\i  have  met  the  general  wi(b,  if, 
in  each  of  thofc  claflcs  the  public  punifliment  of  fome  of  the  moft  guilty 
individuals  had  fervcd  as  an  example  to  terrify  the  audacity  of  whomfo- 
ever  would  prefume  to  involve  again  the  colony  in  freih  diflurbances : 
but  by  forbearing  to' put  ii>  force  fuch  feverity,  advantageous  as  it  was, 
it  became  the  more  neccfiary  to  remove  fo  many  people,  whofe  impunity 
could  only  entice  them  to  commit  crimes  again*  Could  an^  tranquillity 
beexpedcd  in  the  colony,  by  forcing  the  colonics  to  remain  furrounded 
al{  thofe  who  had  murdered  their  reUtionS|  their  friends  ?  who  had 
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flUl  in  the  fame  difpoiition  of  mind?  Coulcl  the  Cocnmander  -  in  Chiefi 
with  the  fmall  force  they  had,  preferve  under  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain  this  country,  where  fo  m;iny  indiTiduaJs  avowed  dill  publicly 
thcfc  ftntiments,  contrary  to  the  new  Governincnt ;  and  declared,  in  aa 
open  manner,  that  they  ejrpedled  nothing  but  a  little  .afliftance  from  the 
Convention  to  be  maflers  again,  and  deliver  up  the  coloniUs  to  the  guil- 
lotine ?  And  (hould  this  be  looked  upon  as  a  bare  afTertion,  let  the  truth 
of  it  be  judged  by  a  reflection  on  the  events  of  Guadaloupc.  This  cobny, 
>vhich  had  juft  paflcd  to  the  BrijtiOi  Government,  had  been  only  panly 
cleared  as  yet  of  the  dangerous  individuals  it  contained — A  fmall  arroar 
nient  from  the  Republic* arrives ;  the  Republican  Chiefs  are  at  iirilat} 
lofs ;  they  hefltate,  and  are  almoft  ready  to  quit  the  ^oaft ;  but  from  every 
point  of  ihe  fhore  they  receive  information;  they  are  apprized  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  garrifon,  and  of  every  circumflance  that  may  be  favour* 
able  to  their  enterprize:  they  arc  invited  to  make  an  attempt  j  th^y  do 
it,  and  arc  foon  joined  by  all  the  perfidious  enemies  which  Qpadaloupc 
dill  concealed,  and  by  all  thofe  who  had  not  been  removed  far  enough 
pot  to  meet  again  at  the  firftopponunity. 


By  thefe  events  the  fafety  of  the  old  and  new  pofieffions  of  Great  Britaia 
Jn  the  Well  Indies  has  been  arid  is  ft  ill  in  peril. 

Therefore  it  is  now  very  evident  for  all  thofe  who  are  not  led  by  parti-  ^ 
cular  intcrcft  to  think,  or  to  Heern  to  think,  othcrwife,  that  far  from  hav- ' 
5ng  exceeded  the  line  of  precaution  neccflary  on  that  point,  authority 
has  remained  within  it. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  has  becA  the  condudi  of  Sir  Charles  Grey 
in  the  manner  of  fulfilling  thefe  meafurcs  ; 

Guided  by  that  love  ot  Jufticc  which  diftinguiftics  him,  by  that  good- 
nefs  which  is  the  foundation  of  his  character,  lamenting  the  meafurcs, 
equity,  and  public  fafety  obliged  him  to  take*  he  has  neglected  nothing 
to  comc^t  the  truths  He  has  taken  every  polfible  precaution  to  prevent 
private  animofit^  from  having  any  influence  on  thofe  operations ;  he  ha^ 
fparcd  neither  his  time,  nor  pains  and  trouble,  to  difcovcr  the  errors  intq 
which  he  might  have  been  led.  Sometimes,  tlirough  the  apprchenfioa 
of  bcin-^  unjuft,  he  has  preferred  rather  to  be  lefs  prudcin,  and  in  the 
conteft  between  his  opinion  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  neart,  the  latter  has 
always  had  the  advantage.  With  regard  to  the  property  of  individuals 
killed  in  arms,  abfent  fugitives,  or  tranfported,  he  has  done  every  thing 
that  was  humanely  poflfible  to  prevent  depredation.  Wife  regulations, 
the  execution  of  which  has  been  intruded  to  honcft  and  able  men,  have 
cftablilhcd  order  in  that  department^havc  continually  fought  the  mcan^ 
of  prcfervation,  and  prepared  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  inten- 
tions of  His  Majefty  on  that  fubjeA  will  be  cafily  fulfilled  when  known. 
Such  is.  Sir,  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  It  was  its  duty  to  manifeft 
it,  in  order  to  let  nothing  be  uhknown  to  His  Majefly  V  Minillen  of 
what  may  contribute  to  the  peace  and  prof|>erity  of  this  colony,  and  in 
order  to  clo  that  juflice  which  is  due  to  a  Commander,  whofe  pure,  up- 
right, and  benevolent  intentions  have  difplayed  thcmfelveb  in  numerous 
circumftanccs  undoubtedly.  If,  being  almoft  conftantly  taken  up  with 
military  operations^  and  if,  finding  it  impoflible  to  obferve  every  thin? 
himfclt,  it  has  been  totally  out  of  his  power  in  fuch  a  Ihort  fpace  of 
time  to  make  this  colony  reap  all  the  advantages  he  wiHicd,  he  bas, 
however,  procured  to  it  very  great  ones  progrcffivelv,  and  hi»  copijT 


What  has  been  the  confer 


of  this  ?   You  know  it  too  well,  Sir, 
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Mil  care  wilt  p>rocure  more.  But  his  condu^b  has  particularly  h^eif 
worthy  of  praifc  in  the  line  in  which  I  am  cfpecially  dire<ftcd  to  converfie 
with  you  ;  and  I  am  now  to  beg  of  you,  Sir,  ki  the  name  of  the  Court, 
to  declare  to  His  Majefly's  Mtaifters,  that  if  the  colony  of  Martinique^ 
io  the  feriet  of  diflurbances  and  danger  by  which  it- has  been  furroundcd^ 
aad  hot  with  (landing  the  efforts  of  agitators^  has  enjoyed  fonre  tranquil* 
tity,  we  are  indebted  for  it  to  the  meafures  taken  on  that  point  by  tli% 
CoramaDtier  in  Chiefs 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sec.  «• 
(Signed)  LaHaHti% 

Copy  of  SEPARATE  INSTRUCTIONS  to  General  SIf 
CHAPLts  Grey,  dated  November,  1793:  — With" 
Copies  of  fcvcral  PAPERS  therein  referred  to. 

Separate  INSTRUCTIONS  for  our  trufty  and  wcU-bcloved  Sir  Charlct 
Grey,  Knight  of  the  Mod  Honourable  Order  of  the-  Bath^  and  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  our  forces,  whom  we  have  appointed  General  an4 
Commander  in  Chief  of  our  forces,  employed  or  to  be  employed  ia 
the  Weft  Indies.  Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the 
'      day  of  November,  1793^  in  the  thirty -fourth  year  of  our  reign. 

I      Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  us,  that  it  may  be  neccffary^ 
I    for  prevention  of  all  difputes  that  might  otherwife  arife  concerning  the 
i    diftnbutioD  of  booty  gained  from  the  enemy  at  land  during  the  prefenc 
expedition,  that  certain  rules  and  proportions  (hould  be  laid  down  and 
I    fettled  for  the  diffribution  thereof:  Now,  being  defirous  to  prefcrve  (ha* 
I    harmony  and  good  under flandibg  between  our  land  and  fea  forces,  which 
k  necedary  for  the  carrying  on  this  fcrvice  with  fucccfs,  we  have  thought 
fit  to  order,  and  wc  do  hereby  order  and  dirc£^,  that  you  do  fettle  with 
Sir  John  Jervis,  or  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  (hips,  in  what 
Banner  and  proportion  booty  taken  from  the  enemy  at  land  during  the 
.  prefent  expedition  (hall  be  diilributed  between  our  land  and  fea  forces, 
io  all  cafes  where  the  f:ud  land  and  fea  forces  fhall  be  jointly  engaged  In 
the  attacking  and  taking  of  any  place,  fort,  or  feitlement  from  the  cnc- 
ny. 

And,  that  you  may  be  apprized  of  fuch  methods  as  have  been  hereto- 
fore taken  in  the  like  cafes,  we  have  ordered  two  copies  of  former  Regu- 
lations to  be  delivered  to  you  with  thefe  our  inftrudions,  whereof  one  is 
an  order  made  for  the  diflnbution  of  prizes  and  booty  that  Hiould  be 
taken  in  the  Wed  Indies  in  an  expedition  againft  the  French  iflands, 
tnkdcr  the  command  of  Commodore  Wilmor,  in  the  year  1 694 ;  and  the 
other  a  Regulation  fettled  by  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  for  the  dif- 
tribution  of  prizes  and  booty,  that  ihould  be  taken  from  the  enemy  in 
the  year  1^02,  in  an  expedition  dcfi^ned  to  have  been  commanded  by 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough ;  together  with  a  Paper  that  hnd  been  prepared 
in  the  year  1 740,  in  conformity  to  the  two  preceding  fettlemencs,  fo  far 
ai  they  are  not  repugnant  to  provifions  made  in  this  behalf  by  fubfequent 
of  Parliament :  and  likewife  certain  Plans  for  the  diftribution  of  the 
prizes  and  booty,  which  had  been  taktu  at  St.  EuiUiius  by  the  late 


Digitized  by 


tTa  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179J- 

Loitl  Rodntjr  Uni  Major  Genera!  Vau^han^  tranfmittcd  by  my  order! 
for  tbeir  conficleratton  and  opinion  thereon,  in  a  letter  from  the  lace  Lord 
Vifcount  Sackville,  then  being  one  of  our  principal  Secretaries  of  State; 
ipr hereby  you  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  form  fuch  di(ix>fiiions  and  rc- 
jfulations  for  the  diftriburion  of  booty  gained  from  the  enemy  at  land, 
diuring  the  prcfent  expedition,  as  may  be  agreeable  to  juftice  and  to  for- 
mer practices  on  the  likeocca^ons.  And,  vrhcrcas,  it  is  our  royal  inten- 
tion that  our  refpedtive  corps  of  black  dragoons,  pioneers,  and  artificers, 
who  may  fcrvc  in  this  expedition,  fliould  have  an  equal  fliarc  in  all  booty 
gained  from  the  enemy,  in-common  with  our  regular  troops,  you  are 
hereby  dircL^^d  to  take  care,  that  in  all  difpofitions  the  faid  corps  be  con* 
fidercd,  and  hare  their  fharc  of  fuch  booty  allotted  to  them,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  refpedtivc  numbers,  ranks,  and  pay:  You  will  alfo  take 
care  that,  in  fuch  difpofitions,  a  proper  regard  be  had  to  all  negroes  who 
Iball  attend  this  expedition,  and  to  all  peafants  and  others  working  to 
dear  ground,  aliiling  at  fiegcs,  or  othcrwifc  employed  in  any  military 
fervice. 

WHEREAS  by  our  proclamation,  bearing  date  tl\e  19th  t>f  this  in* 
flant  June,  We  have  directed  in  what  manner  and  proportion  all  prizes 
taken  at  fea,  during  the  prefent  war  with  Spain,  flwll  be  diftfibutedi 
purfuant  to  the  power  referved  to  His  Majefty  for  that  purpofe,  by  an 
R6t  paired  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  An  A6t  tor  the  more 
«*  effectual  fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  His  Majefty's  Britilh 

fubje^ts  in  America,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  feamcn  to  enter  in- 
**  to  HisMajclly's  fervice,"  as  by  our  faid  proclamation,  reference  be- 
ing thereunto  had,  may  more  fully  appear : 

And  whereas  it  will  alfo  be  neceffary  to  prevent  all  difputcs  that  may 
■rife  during  the  prefent  expedition  about  booty  taken  from  the  enemy  at 
land,  that  certain  rules  fliould  be  laid  down,  and  proportions  fettled, 
tor  the  diftrihution  of  fuch  plunder ;  We  have  thought  fit  to  order  and 
direft,  and  We  do  hereby  order  and  dirc6l, 

ill.  That  in  all  cafes  where  His  Majcfty's  land  and  fea  forces  fhtll be 
equally  engaged  in  the  attacking  or  taking  of  any  place,  fort,  or  country 
from  the  enemy,  the  booty  there  gained  lhall  be  dillributed  between  the 
faid  land  and  fea  forces  engaged  in  fuch  cnterprizc  in  the  manner  follow* 
ing;  via:. 

The  whole  amount  of  fuch  booty  fliall  be  divided  into  fifteen  equal 
parts  or  portions, 

Whereof  5-1 5th8  fliall  be  given  to  the  two  Cominandcrs  in 
Chief  of  the  land  and  fea  forces,  to  be  equally  divided  bctwecfl 
them. 

To  the  other  General  Officers,  Admirals,  and  Commodores* 
i-z^th  to  be  divided  amongft  them,  in  proportion  to  their  rcfpc^bVc 
falaries  i-i5th« 

To  the  fevcral  Colcncls,  Lieutenant  Colonels,  Quarter  Maf* 
ter  General,  Adjutant  General,  CommilTary  General,  P*y 
Mafier  General  of  the  land  forces.  Judge  Advocate,  Secretaries 
to  the  General  and  Admiral,  Provoft  Marflial,  Phyficians,  Sur- 
geons, and  Chaplains  General,  by  land  and  fea,  Majors  of  rC- 
3— 15th  gimcnts  and  of  brigjjdes,  Aid-dc-Camps  upon  the  cflabllflirpcn^ 
Captains  and  Lieutenants  at  land  ana  fea,  Knfigns,  Adjutanti, 
and  Quarter  Maflers  of  regim^ts,  Chaplains  aad  SurgcoDJw 
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regimen^  and  (h5p«,  Diredlors  of  the  hofpital,  their  Sarijcons 
and  Mates,  to  be  divided  amongft  them^  in  proportion  to  iheif 
pefpcd^irc  falaries,  excepting  in  the  particulars  hereinafter  racn-^ 
tioned,  3 — r5th8. 

The  remaining  6  parts  tq  be  divided  amongft  all  the  non- 
6-1  jth.  commiffion  officers  at  land  and  fea,  foldiers  and  Tailors,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  refpedive  pay  or  falary,  ezcepiing  only  as 
hereafter  ii  provided*  * 


«J  

1.  In  which  diftributlon  Commanders  in  Chief  by  land  and  by  Tea 
Hull  be  equally  conHdered  :  Rear  Admirals  (liall  be  accounted  as  Major 
Geo^raU ;  Commodores  wearing  broad  pendants  as  Bri^radirr  Generals ; 
Captains. of  the  (hip  of  line  of  battle  as  Colonels ;  Captaii-:^  of  lefrerfliips 
of  war,  giving  rank,  as  Lieutenant  Colonels ;  Matters  j.iid  Commanders 
of  fire  (hips,  bomb  ketches,  (loops,  and  other  fliips  of  war,  not  giving 
nok,  as  Majors;  Lieutenants  at  fea,  and  Madera  of  fliips,  giving  rank^ 
as  Captains  of  the  land  forces ;  Gunners,  Purlers,  BoatlWains,  and 
Cooks,  as  Lieutenants  of  land  forces ;  Midfliipmen,  and  all  other  petty 
officers  at  (ca,  as  Serjeants  of  the  land  forces,  notwithilanding  any  difpa- 
licy  between  the  pay  and  falary  of  fuch  land  and  Tea  Commanders }  and 
&aii  receive  their  portion  of  plunder  accordinp:iy.  It  is  likcwife  our 
pleafure  that  all  foldiers  and  lailors,  notwithlUnding  any  disparity  in 
their  pay,  be  equally  confidered  and  receive  thch'  respective  (hares  ac* 
cordiogly. 

3.  But  whenever  the  fervicc  done  (hiU  be  parried  on  by  the  land  forcet 
Q^lft  then  the  whole  booty  (bail  be  divided  amoogd  them,  in  the  follow* 
ing  manner. 

Tothe  General  and  Commander  in  Chief      —      —      5— ijthj* 

To  the  General  Officers,  in  proportion  to  their  refpedtive  fa- 
laries     —       I— ijA* 

Tothe  (cvcral  Colonels  and  Lieutenant  Colonels,  Qnartcr 
Mafter  General,  Adjutant  General,  Co-nmiflary  General,  ^ 
Paymartcr  General,  Judge  Advocate,  Sccrctaiy,  Phyiiciiin» 
Chaplain,  and  Surgeon  to  ih**  General,  Provoft  Marfhal,  . 
Majors  of  regiments,  and  of  briiravies,  Aid-dc-Camps  upon 
the  eftablifhment.  Captains,  LjcLittnanrs,  Enfigns,  Adju- 
tants, Q^iarter  Mafters,  Chaplains  and  Surgeons  of  regi- 
ments, Dired^ors  of  hoi'pitals,  their  Surgeons  and  Mates, 
3 — i  jths,  to  be  divided  among  (I  them,  in  proportion  to 
their  FffpedHvc  pay  or  falaries    —  3— ^i^ths. 

The  rcmainin«f  fix  parts  to  be  divided  amongft  the  non-com- 
niiffioned  officers  aad  foldiers,  in  proportion  to  their  refpec- 
tivc  pay  oc  falaries  ■  —       6 — ijths. 


»5 


4.  It  is  likcwife  oar  Intention  that  in  both  the  afore:mentioned  diftri'- 
ifftions*  cummidaries  of  (lores  and,  provifions,  and  all  the  commiiiion 
.sad  noo-comm^dion  officers,  engineers,  gunners,  roatroflfes,  artificers, 
snd  foldiers  belonging  to  the  train  of  artillery  attending  this  expeditioDt 
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be  coniider^d  and  have  'thek  (hare  of  the  fatd  plunderi  in  proportion  to 
their  ranks  and  falartes.  . 

5.  But  no  officer  (hall  be  allowed  to  fkare  in  two  cupacities  (that  ii  to 
fay)  both  as  a  General  Officer  and  Colonel  of  a  regiment,  or  as  Adju* 
fant  and  Lieutenant,  as  the  cafe  may  happen  ;  and  whenever  any  perfon 
fliall  hold  two  different  employments,  he  (liall  cbirfe  in  which  of  them  be 
will  take  his  dividend;  but  it  is  not  hereby  intended  to  exclude  Cobnels, 
Lieutenant  Colonels,  and  Majors,  from  receiving  their  (hares  as  Cap* 
tains,  as  well  as  iield  officers. 

6.  And  whereas  His  Majeily,  by  inftniflioDS  to  his  goTcrnors  of  hit 
colonies  on  the  Continent  of  North  America,  and  to  his  gorernor  of  the 
Leeward  iflands,  has  declared  it  to  be  His  Royal  intention,  that  the  forces 
ordered  to  be  raifcd  by  the  faid  Governors  for  His  Majefly's  fcrvicc, 
and  to  attend  this  expedition,  Hiall  have  an  equal  fliare  in  all  plunder 

faincd  from  the  ertcmy,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  His  Majcfly^s  troops: 
^ow  you  are  hereby  dire<5ted  to  take  care,  that  in  all  diftributions  the 
laid  American  levies  be  confidcred,  and  have  their  (hare  of  all  booty,  is 
proportion  to  their  refpciStive  ranks  and  pay  accordingly. 

7*  We  do  alfo  think  fit  to  dire£t,  that  pioneers  or  peafants,  workbg 
to  clear  grounds,^  and  afTifr  at  fieges,  (hall  be  confidered,  and  have  their 
diftribution  of  bootv  equally  with  the  common  foldiers ;  and  that  every 
officer,  foldier,  or  ieaman,  that  fliall  happen  to  be  wounded  in  any  fiege 
or  action  where  booty  fliall  be  taken,  fliall  have  a  double  fharey  la  pro* 
portion  to  his  nnk,  in  coniideration  of  fuch  wounds* 


JNNE  R. 

The  DISTRIBUTION  of  PRIZES  and  BOOT Y  that  fttll  be 
taken  from  the  Enemy  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

THAT  of  all  the  prizes  taken  at  fca,  Her  Majefty  do,  In  the  Mt 
jl^lace,  refcrve  to  hcrfeif  and  the  States  General,  all  guns,  arms, 
ammunition,  the  hulks,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  naval  ftores,  and  pro* 
Tiiions  of  fliips  of  war. 

That  the  whole  remainder,  after  deducing  the  tenths  fortbeLorf 
High  Admiral,  Her  Majefty  and  the  States  General  fhall  have  two 
^irds. 

That  the  remaining)  third  (after  fuch  defalcation}  (hall  be  divided  into 
fixteen  parts,  and  diftributed  as  follows : 

To  the  Admiral    *  ■  3  Sixteenths; 

To  the  Vice  Admiral    —  1 

To  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants  ~  4 

To  the  reft  of  the  non-commiffion  officers!  g  ^ 
and  Seamen          —           —  j 

That  air  prizes  at  fea  be  divided  among  the  feamcn  only,  accordiof 
the  faid  proportions;  and  that  the  booty  at  land  be  divided  among  the 
kndmeo  only.  1 

That  of  alt  booty  taken  at  land.  Her  Majefty  does  refcrve  to  hcfftif 
and  the  Stafes  General,,  two  thirds,  in  cafe  the  town  or  place  be 
by  capitulation ;  but  in  cafe  the  place  or  town  be  taken  by 
then  Her  Majefty  rofcrves  to  terfctf  and  the  States  Gcnerri  onl/  ^ 
thirds  ^ 
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That  the  remaining  third,  or  tm>  thirds  as  aforefaid,  (hpll  be  dividc4 
intD  fixteen  parts,  and^iall  be  diflributed  aj  foilotvs^  viz. 

To  the  General  ■  —  j 

To  the  other  officers  ■  —  i 

To  the  Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Major, 

Captain,  Lieutenants,  and'£nligns  4, 
To  the  red  of  the  non-commillioned  officers 
and  foidsen  '  —      ■  ■  _  8 


16 

That  when  any  landmen  arc  commanded  on  board  any  (hipa  of  Her 
majc(^y  and  the  Slates,  in  any  expedition,  or  if  in  their  paiTage  to  tlie 
Vfeit  Indies,  or  in  the  Weft  Indies  from  one  place  to  another,  that  tran- 
Iforts  (hall  be  engaged,  and  a  priec  taken,  the  landmen,  as  well  officers 
as  common  foldicrs,  on  board  the  fliips  of  war  or  iranfport  fliips,  fliall 
beconfidered  as  feamen  ;  and  that  when  (eamen  (hall  b.e  joined  with  land* 
men  in  land  fervicc,  they  likewife,  both  officers  and  men,  lliall  be  conii- 
^rrd  M  landmen  in  the  dividends  of  the  booty. 

That  of  flII  booty  and  prizes  to  be  taken  in  any  fervice  at  land,  in 
which  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the  fquadron  for  the  time  being 
flull  affifl,  with  ieamen  belonging  to  the  (hips  of  that  fquadron  (which 
men  (hall  not  be  dillributed  into  companies  of  a  lefler  number  than 
what  the  land  forces  do  confift  of)  the , Commander  in  Chief  fliall  have 
the  fame  (Iiare  as  is  allowed  to  a  Colonel,  and  the  officers  which  (liall  be 
appointed  by  him  to  command  thefe  men  (hall  in  like  ihanner  be  confi- 
dtred  as  land  officers 

That  where  Her  Majefty's  fliips  and  thofe  of  the  States  fliall  concur  in 
Che  fiege  or  attack  of  a  place,  the  officers  and  feamen  of  thofe  fliips  fluU 
ffaare  in  the  diflribution  of  the  booty  as  landmen. 

That  if  any  fleet  of  the  enemy  (hall  come  to  relieve  any  place  fo  at« 
lacked  or  befl^ed,  and  that  the  fleet  of  Her  Majefty  and  the  States  Ge- 
neraj,  or  any  fquadron  of  it,  fliall  attack  fuch  fleet,  then* the  officers  and 
feaoicn  of  fuch  fleet  or  fquadron,  fo  engaged,  (ball  fliare  as  landmen  in 
t^diflribution  of  the  booty  of  fuch  place,  if  taken. 

That  in  all  other  cafes  which  cannot  be  forefcen,  the  Admiral  of  the 
fleets  of  Her  Majefty  and  the  States  General  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the 
General  of  the  land  forces  there,  fliall  concert  fuch  meafures  for  the  dif- 
fribution  of  the  booty  and  plunder,  as  may  feem  moft  agreeable  to  thefe 
dire^ons,  and  as  the  particular  nature  of  the  cafe  may  require. 
^  That  in  all  fuch  cafes  as  aforefaid,  where  the  fea  and  land  men  fliall  be 
jointly  entitled  to  the  dividend,  the  fame  fliall  be  done  after  the  refpec- 
tire  dedications  above  mentioned,  according  to  the  following  proportions. 
Between  the  Admiral  and  General  at  Land  equally    3  Sixteenths, 
Between  the  Vice  Admiral  and  other  general  officers  1 
Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels,  Majors,  Captains  at 

fea  and  land,  and  Enflgns 
The  reft  of  the  non-com roiflioncd  officers  at  fea  and 
land,  the  feamen  and  foldiers  ■  g 

That  no  officer  of  the  militia  fliall  be  confidered  as  a  Colonel  that 
^ommands  lefs  than  500  men,  nor  as  a  Captain  that  hath  fewer  in  his 
coomany  thaij  forty,  unlefs  fuch  regiment  or  Company,  after  their  pro- 
feeding  on  this  exDcdition,  happen  to  be  reduced  by  fickncfs,  or  the  ao* 
pd«ifsofw«? 
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The  abovcfsftd  proportions  allowed  to  the  fcamen  ?.^/^  Ir.nomen  lhall  be 
in  all  cafes  JTiliibattd  bet.\epn  the  Logliih  ajui  D  '  ni  v't..-  nunoep 
followini; ;  \'\z,  the  Duioh  fiiull  Ua>x  luch  parr  t!^  ...  .&  j.i  yr»^tion- 
Jlble  ro  the  n»»nber  cf  llnp^  or  Limainen  reipc(?'^ti\ci)  ^  yiA  :n  ihc  re* 
ff^evtive  fcrvlco,  to  be  oivided  amung  (hoiu  a.  liu.:  CuniTianders  li^ 
Chief  fhiiU  judge  proper,  and  the  reft  Ib^U  be  diipoicd  a^aboyefaid  to 
Jicr  Majcii>'siubjca^. 

The  DISTRIBUTION  of  the  PRIZES  and  BOOTY 
that  (houLl  be  taken  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the 
Command  of  Comniodore  Wijmqt,  1694. 

T,  ALL  Prizes  taken  at  fea  were  to  be  diftributed  according  to  an  aA 
of  Parliament  in  that  behalf;  and  of  all  the' booty  at  land,  atbirdpar^ 
was  to  be  let  atidc  for  the  Lieutenant  Governor  ot  Jams^ica,  when  Com- 
mander in  Chief  on  any  expedition,  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  for 
the  time  being  ;  the  other  two  thirds  to  be  diftributed  among  the  officerv 
and  foldicrs,  as  wiP  be  hcvcatter  mere  particularly  exprefled. 

2.  His  M4jefty'3  part  of  all  prizes  at  fea  was  to  be  divided  among  the 
fean)en  only,  and  the  booty  at  land  among  the  landmen. 

3.  But  when  landmen  happened  to  be  commanded  on  board  upon  aof 
expedition,  or  if  in  their  puliage  to  the  Weft  Indies  their  tranfporc  (hi^i 
ihould  be  engaged,  and  a  prize  taken,  fuch  landmen  were  to  be  copfir 
dered  as  fea  men,  and  their  officers  on  board  to  receive  a  (hare,  according 
to  their  pay  ;  and  in  like  manner  the  fcamen  and  their  officers «  when  00 
iliore,  w^re  to  receive  a  dividend,  according^ to  their  pay. 

4.  That  all  bv)oty  uken  in  fervice  on  ftipi^e,  w^ierein  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  fquadron  for  the  time  being  fiiould  affift  with  400  feime^j 
or  more,  the  faid  Cominandcr  in  Chief  was  to  have  the  (bare  allotted  tot 
Colonel,  and  the  officers  appointed  by  him  to  command  thofe  |pen  tp  be 
coniidercd  as  land  officers. 

J,  No  officer  of  the  militia  waa  to  be  confidered  as  a  Cokinel,  wim 
commanded  lefs  than  five  hundred  men,  nor  as  a  Captain  if  he  had  Icii 
ip  his  company  than  fifty ;  unlefs  fuch  regiment  or  company  (hould,  aftec 
their  proceeding  on  the  expedition,  happen  to  be  reduced  bj  fickcefsy  {f 
Incidents  of  war. 

Two  Thirds  of  the  Booty  taken  at  Land  to  be  thttt  divided^ 

To  Field  and  Staff  Officers, 

Shares. 

Colonel  as  Colonel  ■    ^  »  18 

Lt.  Colonel  as  Lt.  Colonel  — 
Major  as  Major  ■  ■■ 

Captain        ^        _  — . 

Adjutant    ■ 

Surgeon  —  —  — 
Surgeon's  Mates  2 — 4  Shares  each 
^arte^^  Mafler   


■n 

XO' 

1 

Total    -r  7?" 
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One  Company • 
Captain  —  — - 

Two  Lieutenants,  each  6  (hares    ,      1 2 

Enfign   :   4| 

Six  Serjeants  xa- 

Six  Corpora  it  •   9 

Two  Drummers  "  3 

Tvvo  hundred  Private  Men  206 
Five  Companies  more,  confifting  of 

the  like. number         ■  i>26a{ 
Thf  Coromiflary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 

▼itions,  Pay-mafter  of  the  Forces, 

CommifTary  of  the  MuAers,  and 

Judge  Advocate      —      —  11 

^599 

To  the  OfHcen  of  the  Ordnance. 

Enfign  ■'        —  If 

Mafter  Gunner  — —  7§ 
Gunner's  Mate  a| 
Twelve  Gunners,  each  Three  Shares  36 

Fire  Mafter  —  7I 

Six  Bombardiers,  each  3  &  £  Shares  22^ 

leader  Carpenter   

Three  Maces»  each  3  &  |  Shares 
,  Surgeon  ■    ■    ■  ■ 
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Twb  thirdt  of  the  King's  part  of  the  prizes  at  fca  were  to  be  dirided 
after  this  inaQoer ;  viz. 


To  the  Captain  — 
LicutenaDt  1 
Mailer  J 

BMtfwaia  — 

Gunner  » 

Purfcr  _ 

Carpenter  _ 

Maftcr's  Mate  — 

Surgeon  _ 

Chaplain   

Mi3fliipmcn  — 

Carpenter's  Mates  — 

Boatfwain's  Mates  — 

Gunner's  Mates  — 

To  the  Corporals  — . 
Yeomen  of  the  Sheets 

Cockfwain  — 

Quarter  Mafters  — 

Doctor's  Mates  — 

■   Surgeon's  Mates  — 
Ycorocn  of  the  Pow- 
der Room 

Trumpeter  ^ 

Quarter  Gunner  — 

Carpenter's  Crew  — 

Steward  _ 

Cook  — 

Armourer  — 

Steward's  Mate  — 

Gunfmith  ^ 

Swabber  — 
Ordinary  Trumpeter 

Barber  ^ 

Able  Seamen  — 


Three  Eights. 
One  Eighth. 


e 

•s 

o 
8 


>.  One  Eighth.  3 


8*g 

^  Two  Eights.  -5 


i2 


Laflly,  fuch  officers,  foldiers,  andfeamen  as  ihould  happen  to  rtwvtf 
wounds  m  any  adion,  where  booty  or  a  prize  fiiould  be  taken,  were  to 
liavc  «  double  ihare,  in  confidcration  of  the  faid  wounds. 
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INSTRUCTIONSforOurTruftyindWcIl-WoTeJ 
Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney,  Baronet,  Admiral 
GEORGE  R.         and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  Naral  Forces  io 
the  Leeward  lilands  ;  and  the  Honourable  Major 
General  Vaughan,  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our 
(L*  S.)  Land  Forces  in  the  faid  iilands.   Giren  at  Our 

Court  at  Saint  James's«  the  Thinieth  Day  ot 
March,  1781,  in  the  Twcnty-firft  of  Our  Reign. 

WHEREAS,  by  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  your  prompt  and  vi^rout 
execution  of  our  orders,  you  have  obtained  polTefEon  of  the  Dutch  iflanda 
of  Sc.  Eudatiut,  St.  Martin,  and  Saba,  and  thereby,  and  in  confequence 
thereof,  captured  a  large  number  of  (liipsand  yeiTels,  merchandize,  naval 
and  military  ftores,  provilions,  and  other  effects,  the  property  of  the 
eoeny,  which  by  law  appertaineth  unto  us  in  virtue  of  our  prerogative 
Royal — But  we,  being  gracioufly  difpofed  to  reward  the  zeal  and  bravery 
of  you  our  faid  Commanders  in  Chief,  and  of  our  land  and  fea  forces 
noder  your  refpe6tive  commands,  employed  upon  thefe  fervicet,  and  to 
eoconrage  all  others  our  forces,  and  their  Commanders,  to  pay  the  likd 
ready  and  punctual  obedience  to  our  orders,  and  to  exert  their  utmoft 
giknce,  alacrity  and  intrepidity,  in  the  execution  of  them,  do  relinqui(h» 
and  have  hereby  relinquifhed,  all  our  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  faid 
flups  and  veifels,  merchandize,  naval  and  military  (lores,  and  other  ef« 
kcLi  of  the  enemy,  fo  captured  by  you  our  faid  Comnumders  in  Chie^ 
and  our  land  and  fea  forces  under  your  refpe^ve  commands  (except  only 
tbe  whole  of  the  proviiions,  and  the  ordnance,  arms,  ammunition  ana 
other  military  (lores,  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  iflands,  or  which 
nay  be  judged  nece(2ary  by  you  and  oar  engineer  for  that  purpofe)  which 
have  been  found  therein,  the  (ame  to  be  for  your  and  their  fole  ufe  an4 
benefit,  to  be  divided  in  fuch  manner  as  we  (hall  hereafter  dire^  and  ap« 
p(unt ;  faving  always  to  the  fettled  inhabitants  of  the  faid  idands  the  pof« 
felEoB  of  their  lancfs  and  produce  thereof,  houTes,  (laves,  cattle,  furni^ 
ture,  utenfils,  and  (lock,  that  fliall  be  found  thereon,  as  alfo  all  fuch 
elEbds  as  (hall  be  proved  to  be  the  property  of  Biitifli  fubje^s  lawfully 
exported  thitheri  or  which  may  lawfully  be  imported  into  Great  Britain 
fcnn  theoct*  « 
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DEBATES. 


No.  XI. 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Chakles  Gist,  K.  B.ftndSir  J. 
Jbuvis,  K.  B.  to  Mr.  Secretary  DtTKDAB ;  dated  Barbado^ 
t6th  January  t794«   Received  37th  February  1794* 
(One  Indoiure.) 


SIR, 


Barbadoeiy  i6th  January  X794. 


IN  obedieiice  to  hit  Majefty^  moil  gracious  commands,  fignified  to 
US  in  your  letter  of  the  Noreml^r  laft,  we  beg  leave  humbly  and 
dodfully  to  fubmit  to  HU  Royal  confideration  the  enclofed  Plan  for  the 
diftribution  of  fuch  booty  as  may  be  taken  in  the  expedition  under  our 
commaDd,  which  we  trull  will  be  found  equitable,  and  likely  to  feal  the 
hannony  which  happily  fubCfts  between  His  Majeily's  Land  and  Sea 
Facets* 

We  bare  the  Honour  to  be» 
SIR, 

Your  nioft  obedient 
Humble^enrants. 

(Signed)       C.  GREY. 

J.  JERVIS. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas* 

No.xn. 

(Ib  Sir  Charles  Grey's  and  Sir  John  Jervis's,  of  i6t)i  January  1794.) 
DISTRIBUTION  OF  BOOTY,  Sec. 

2  5^manders  in  Chief  (equally)  — —  ^  8  -  -  64tht 
Utotenant  Generals,  Major  Generals,  and  Brigadier 

Generals;  Vice  and  Rear  Admirals,  and  Com  mo- 
•  dores  ■  4    -    .  Do. 

Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels,  and  Majors  Pod  Cap- 

taios,  and  Maftert  and  Commanden    1$   -   -  Do. 

Captains  of  the  Army  and  Marines,  and  Lieutenants  of 

the  Navy  — —  — •  7    *   •  I^- 

Subalterns  of  the  Army  and  Marides,  and  Warrant  Of- 

fictn  of  the  Nary         ■  ■  ■   ■  7   •   "  Do* 

Pechr  Officers  of  the  Nary,  Serjeants  of  the  Army,  and 

Marines  — —  ■  ■  "  ^   -   -  Do. 

Soldien,  Seamen,  and  Marines  ■    ■   ^       16  «  *  Do« 
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No.  XIII. 

EXTRACT  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  SecreUry  Dvndas  to 
Sif  Chakl^s  Grey,  K.  B.  dated  Whitpball,  7th 
March,  >794»  * 

HIS  M^cfty  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  approve  of  the  Plan  fuggeftcd  in 
Sir  John  jERVif  and  your  joiot  letter,  for  the  dilfributioM  of  fuch 
booty' as  may  be  taken  in  your  expedition ;  and  I  (hall  cake  the  oe- 
ceifary  meafures  for  carrying  the  fame  into  efic£t. 

No.  XjV. 

COPY  of  «i.  Leftter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Poit- 
LAMD  to  the  Agents  on  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  aad 
Prpprictors  ot  the  ifland  of  Martinique;  dated  Whirc- 
half,  30th  April  1795. 

Whitehall,  10th  April  179C. 

GENTLEMEN, 

IN  aufwer  to  the  memorial  which  has  been  tranfmitted  to  me  from 
the  a|;ents  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  Ifland  of 
Martmimic,  on  the  fubjeift  of  certain  proclamations  ilTued  during  the 
command  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  His  Majcfly's  Minifters,  the  moment  they 
tvcre  informed  of  the  nature  of  thofe  prociamationSy  feot  dir«d>pi» 
fpcding  them,  in  confcquence  of  which,  no  farther  proceedings  were 
had  upon  them ;  and  information  has  fincc  been  received,  that  thofe  di- 
re^ions  were  fo  clearly  underflood,,  that  the  money  which  had  been  psi(i 
as  cpptribucion  has  already  been  returned;  fo  that  the  proclamations  in 
queftion  cannot  but  be  confidered  to  be,  as  in  fadt  they  are,  annulled. 


To  the  Agents  on  behalf  uf 
the  Inhabitants  and  Pro- 
prietors of  the  liland  of 
Martinique. 


I  am,  8cc. 

PORTLAND. 


No.  XV, 


.COPY  of  the  MEMORIAL  of  the  VVeft-India  Plantcri  sn^ 
Merchants :  dated  London,  May  4th,  i79j.«>*Receivefi 
7th  May,  fiom  Lord  Peurhyn. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  One  of  His  Majcfty'i 
Principal  Secretaries  of  Sute. 

The  MEMORIAL  of  Wefi-India  Planters  and 
Merchants ; 

Skeweth, 

THAT  your  memorialifts  are  under  the  greateft  alarm  for  the  (f&fj  '■ 
of  the  WeA-India  colonies,  owing  to  the  prefent  weak  ftf te  iof  theif 
fence,  and  the  very  imminent  dangers  with  which  thejr  are  thretteoed» 
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hack  by  ^xtcflMd  ftttftcfa  attd  the  internal  diffcminatloa  of  FrciK?h  prto- 
dples. 

That  thc'fyftcm  of  general  emancipation,  introduced  by  the  French 
axDOBg  their  own  negroes,  and  which  they  hare  endeavoured  to  commu- 
nicate to  all  the  Britiih  illands,  has  created  a  very  formidable  acceiiion 
of  ibrength  to  themfelves,  as  wad  lately  experienced  in  the  iflandof  Gua- 
daioupe,  and  that  temporary  exertions  of  mort  than  ordinary  vigour,  are 
thence  become  necefTary  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  thofe  iflahds. 

That  your  memorialifts  cannot  but,  upon  this  occalion,  advert  to  the 
reprefentations  they  have  fo  urgently  made  to  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of 
Scite,  fbting  the  confequences  which  might  be  expefted  to  refult  from 
the  unprecedented  condu6l  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  on 
taking  poffeffion  of  the  French  captured  illands  ;  which  conduct  they 
Bsuft  Gonfid^r  as  the  primary  ahd  ^fncicnt  caufe  of  the  progrcfs  which  ihe 
enemy  has  lately  been  enabled  to  make,  whether  in  the  recovery  of  i 
part  ciif  the  French  colonies,  or  in  the  plunder  attd  devailation  of  Our  own  : 
That  your  memorialiils  fee  in  the  late  proclamations  of  the  Fi-ench  Com* 
miffioners  not  only  a  confirmation  of  tiitS  opifoion,  but  great  occaflon  to 
dread  that  the  violent  proceedings  of  th^  BHtifli  commanders  may  be  re* 
torted  with  aggravated  fe verity,  whenever  the  fortune  of  war  flssdl  afford 
an  opportantty  ;  and  that  it  is  with  deep  regret  your  memorialtils  now 
leflea  that  had  an  early  and  public  difavowal  of  the  proclanuRions  and 
proceedings  in  quedion  been  made  by  the  Britilh  Government,  a  great 
part  of  the  recent  calamities  might  hare  been  prevented* 

That  from  the  late  public  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Europe^ 
as  well  as  from  nmny  local  circumftancesin  the  Weft  Inaies,  your  memo* 
jrialifts  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  French  nation  will  devote  a 
confiderable  part  of  its  force,  which  has  hithetto  been  etnployed  npon 
other  fervices,  to  the  capture  and  devaftatioti  of  the  Britiih  Weft-India 
Colonies,  being  well  aware  of  the  immenfe  advantages  thence  derived  to 
the  revenue,  commerce,  and  naval  ftrength  of  the  Britilh  empire; 

That  the  Wed-India  idands  have,  at  all  times,  been  greatly  expofed 
to  the  calamities  of  war;  but  that  the  evils  which  they  have  reaton  to 
drtsd  from  a  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  are  infinitely  more  difaftrous 
than  at  any  former  period  of  their  hi(lory»  owing  to  the  chara^er  of  the 
eocmy  they  have  to  contend  with,  and  the  deftrudive  tendtacy  of  the 
principles  avowed  and  propagated  by  that  enemy. 

That  in  the  judgment  of  your  memorialifts,  nothing  can  efiedhially 
guard  again  ft  thefe  complicated  dangers  but  a  ftrong  military  force,  both 
hy  fea  and  land,  for  the  general  protedion  of  all  the  iflandt,  and  a  fepa* 
rate  ^rrifon  to  be  ftationed  during  the  war  in  each  iftand,  for  its  own 
peculiar  defence. 

In  a  fituation  of  new  and  extreme  danger,  the  exiftence  of  the  Britifh 
colonies  at  fiake,  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants  depending 
mtbe  iiRjt.^Your  memoiialifts  do  therefore,  in  the  moft  iblemn  man- 
ner, on  behalfof  thofe  inhabitants  and  themlelves,  appeal  to  the  wifHom 
of  His  Majefty*8  Councils  for  prote^lion,  and  humbly  implore  that  if 
the  war  is  likely  to  be  continued,  a.  force  may  be  immediately  fent  to  the 
different  iflands,  as  fufhcient  as  well  to  preferve  their  internal  tranquillity, 
a  to  defend  them  againft  a  foreign  enemy,  and  (as  eflential  to  the  pro- 
tedioD  and  fafety  of  the  remaining  Britifh  colonies)  that  the  condudt  of 
thofe  Britifh  Commanders,  who  aflumed  a  right  to  levy  a  general  con- 
tribution on*  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  captured  iftands,  or  to  coufif- 
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COPY  of  a  Letter  from  hii  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
the  Weft-India  Merchants  and  Planters ;  dated  Whitehall, 
lathMay,  1795,  . 


I  HAVE  received,  through  Lord  Penrhyn,  your  memorial,  praying 
for  a  ftrong  military  force,  both  by  Tea  and  land,  for  the  general  protec* 
tion  of  the  Britifh  .Well-India  iflands,  and  a  feparate  garrifon  to  be  ib* 
tioned  in  each  ifland^  aifo  for  a  public  difavowal  of  the  proclamations 
iffued  during  the  command  qf  Sir  Charles  Crrey  and  Sir  John  Jenris. 

Thcanfwer  already  given  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  and  thctcxemoni 
which  have  been,  and  which  continue  to  be,  made  for  the  protection  of 
our  Weft^India  pofTeffions,  render  it  utuieceifary  for  me  to  dwell  upon 
thofc  parts  of  your  memorial  which  relate  to  the  military  fupplies  you 
require. 

With  regard  to  a  public  difavowal  of  the  abore  proclamations,  I  can* 
Bot  help  referring  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  bt  April,  as  containing 
the  moft  direft  and  conclafive  teftimony  of  the  light  in  which  thofe  pro*' 
clamations  have  been  coniidered;  the  proceedings  under  them  have  been 
already  countervailed,  and  I  do  not  therefore  fee  how  they  can  fenre 
even  as  a  pretext  to  the  French  for  executing  the  purpofes  which  your 
memorial  iuggeils. 

You  muft  be  well  aware  that  it  is  not  merely  at  this  moment,  hut 
from  the  very  commencement  of  the  war,  that  the  attempts  of  the  French 
to  carry  anarchy  and  deyaftation  into  our  Weft-India  ifUtnds,  have  been 
uniform  and  fyfUmatic ;  originating  with  themfelves,  and  founded  oa 
thofe  principles  which  have  been  openly  avowed  by  them  in  thatqoarttr 
of  the  world. 

I  (liall  therefore  only  add^  that  a  general  declaration  of  the  nature  of 
that  required  by  the  prefent  memorial,  and  involving  in  itfelf  quelKoni 
of  the  law  of  nations,  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  be  made  in 
the  prefent  cafe  by  His  Majefty's  MiniHers,  a^ng  as  fuch,  and  not  in 
any  judicial  capacity. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Whitehall,  12  th  May,  179J. 


I  ana,  5cc, 


Weft-India  Merchanti 
and  Planteri, 


PORTI-ANP, 


A  J79i«  DEBATES,  .  a85 


No.  XVIL 

Ix>ndony  May4tli,  179$, 

MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft-India  Planters  and  Merchants ; 
praying  for  a  ftrong  military  force,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
for  the  general  proteSion  of  all  the  Britifh  Weft-India  iflands, 
and  a  kparate  ?arrifon  to  be  ftationed  in  each  iftand ;  alfo 
for  a  public  dilavowal  of  the  proclamations  iiTuei  by  Sir 
Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis, 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas,  One  of  His  Majcfty's  , 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Weft-India  Planters  and  Merchants } 
Sheweth^ 

That  vour  memorialifts  are  under  the  greateft  alarm  for  the  fafety  of 
the  Weft-India  colonies,  owing  to  the  prelent  weak  ftnce  of  their  defence, 
and  the  very  imminent  dangers  wlch  which  they  are  threatened,  both  hy 
cxteraal  attack,  and  the  internal  dllTemlnation  of  French  principles. 

That  the  fyfteni  of  general  emancipation  introduced  by  the  French 
among  their  own  negroes,  and  which  thcy'havc  endeavoured  tocommu- 
aicate  toall  the  Britifti  iflands,  has  created  a  very  formidable  acceffion  of 
Hrengthto  themfelves,  as  was  lately  experienced  in  the  ifland  of  Guada« 
loupe,  and  that  temporary  exertions,  of  more  than  ordinar;^  vigour, 
are  dience  become  ncceflary  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  ihofe  iflands. 

That  your  memorialifts  cannot  but,  upon  this  occasion,  advert  to  the 
repreffntatioDS  they  hare  fo  urgently  made  to  His  Majefty  *8  Secretary  of 
Stite,  ftating  the  confequences  which  might  be  ezpc<^ed  to  rcfult  from 
the  unprecedented  condu^  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  on 
taking  pcffeftion  of  the  French  captured  iflands;  which  condud  they 
noft  coniider  as  the  primary  and  efficient  caufe  of  the  progrefs  which  the 
CDcray  has  lately  been  ena'Bled  to  make,  whether  in  the  rfcovery  of  a 
pan  of  the  French  colonies,  or  in  the  plunder  and  devaftarion  of  our 
own :  That  your  memorialifts  fee,  in  the  late  prochmations  of  the  French 
CommiiTioners,  not  only  a  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  But  great  occa- 
lion  to  dread  that  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  Bvitifli  Commanders  may 
be  retorted  with  aggravated  fevcrity,  whenever  the  fortune  of  war  fliall 
sford  an  opportunity ;  and  that  it  is  with  deep  regret  your  memorialifts 
now  reflect,  that  had  an  early  and  public  di (avowal  of  the  proclamations 
and  proceedings  in  qu«ftion  been  made  by  the  Britifh  Government,  a 
peat  part  of  the  recent  calamities  might  have  been  prevented. 

That  from  the  late  public  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Europe, 
t«well  as  from  many  local  clrcumftances  in  the  Weft  Indies,  your  me- 
morialifts have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  French  nation  will  devote  a 
confiderable  part  of  its  force,  which  has  hitherto  been  en^ployed  upon 
other  fervices,  to  the  capture  and  devaftarion  of  the  Britifli  Weft-India 
collomes,  being  well  aware  of  the  immenfe  advantages  thence  derived  to 
tke  revenoe,  commerce,  and  naval  ftrength  of  the  Britifli  empire* 

That  the  Weft*India  iflands  have  at  all  times  been  greatly  ezpofed  to 
^e  calamities  of  war,  but  that  the  evils  which  they  have  reafon  to  drea4 
6001  a  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  are  infinitely  more  difai^^^l^ 
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ftt  any  former  period  of  their  hifJ^ryf  owing  to  the  charader  of  the  eoemy 
they  have  to  contend  with,  and  the  deftru^Te  tendency  of  the  principle 
avowed  and  propagated  by  that  enemy. 

That,  in  the  iudgracnt  of  ygur  memorialifts,  nothing  can  eflfcdually 
guard  againftthefc  cdmplicateci  dangers,  but  a  llrong  military  force,  both 
by  Tea  and  land,  for  the  general  protedlion  qf  all  the.iflands,  and  a  fepa* 
fate  i^arrifon  to  be  ilationed  during  the  war  in  each  illand  for  its  owa 
particular  defence. 

In  a  fituation  of  new  and  extreme  danger,  the  cxiftcncc  of  the  Britifii 
colonies  at  ftakc,  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants  depending 
oil  the  iffue,  your  memorialids  do  therefore  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 
on  behalf  of  thofe  inhabitants  and  themfelvcs,  appeal  to  the  wifdom  of 
His  Majefly's  Councils  for  protection ;  and  ^l  umbly  implore  that,  if  the 
wariahkely  t»  be  continued,  a  force  may  be  immediately  fcnt  to  thedif* 
ferent  iflands,  fufficicnt  as  well  to  prefcrve  their  internal  tranquillity  u 
to  defend  them  againft  a  foreign  enemy  ;  and  (as  eQential  to  the  protec- 
tion and  fafety  of  the  remaining  Britifli  colonics)  that  the  cotidu^t  of  thofe 
Briiiflj  Commanders  who  alTumed  a  right  to  levy  a  general  contribution 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  captured  iflands,  or  to  c^nfifcate  their 
property,  in  contradiiflion  to  His  Majefty'i  proclamation,  may  be  fq* 
Ifiptly  and  publicly  difavowed. 

No.  XVIII, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  froifi  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  to  Lord  Pcnrhyn ; 
dated  Horfe  Guards,  8th  May,  1795. 

Horfc  Guards,  8th  May,  179}. 

My  lord, 

I  have  received  your  Lordfhip's  note,  accompanying  the  memorial  of 
the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants,  prayiiii^  for  a  flrong  military 
force,  both  by  fca  and  land,  for  ihe  general  proredion  of  the  Britifli 
Weil-Indi«l  iflands,  and  a  feparate  garrifon  to  he  flationed  in  each  iiland; 
alfo  for  a  public  difavowal  of  the  proclamations  iifucd  by  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis. 

I  feel  much  faiisfadlion  in  recollf<f^ing  that  at  no  period,  fince  thecoma 
mencement  of  the  war,  has  there  been  any  deficiency  of  exerrionsin  for* 
nilhing  the  Wefl-India  pofleflions  with  fuch  a  fupply  of  both  na^alani 
military  defence  as  the  national  force  of  the  country  would  admit  of; 
and  if  at  any  time  tbefe  exertions  have  not,  in  jul  rcfpet^s,  bad  their 
complete  cfrc(5^s,  it  has  arifen  from  circumftances  in  which  it  isirnpoffiblc 
to  impute  any  blame  to  His  Majefty'i  Miniders.  Thefe  exertions  will 
be  unremittec;  but  you  are  aware  that,  in  fending  reinforcements  to  the 
\Vcft  Indies,  the  feafon  of  the  year  rouft  of  neceffiiy  be  attended  to;  and 
ncrmit  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  to  the  confideration  of  t lie 
Weft-India  planters  and  merchants,  how  for  fuch  frcciuent  public  difcaf- 
jions  on  their  own  fuppofed  weaknefs  is  not  calculatec  to  increafe,  rather 
than  dimlnifli  their  clanger* 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  prefcnt  warfare  is,  in  almod  every  reip^ 
diftcrcnt  from  any  that  ever  exited ;  and  that  there  is  too  muqh  ri** 
to  apprehend,  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  with  whetn  we  areeogap^ 
j\  ryrhcr  a  plan  of  £ivaj^e  devaluation,  than  of  conquefi-benoiicial  totBcm- 
irl./5,;.  Uui  i  v«inn#t  admit  thait  fuch  a  plan  lorJg^nated  in  any  <rf  <fc 
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I  tnofidbas  of  Sir  Cbail««b  Qmji  tid  Sir  John  Jerrls ;  it  bem;  sh  aUb* 

I  late  certainty  that  tbe  fyAuR  it  the  natui^  coaftquenca  af  the  principlee? 

I   pu  which  the  prefent  Goterninent  in  France  is  founded,  and  exifled 

I   has  before  either  Sir  Charles  Grey  or  Sir  John  Jervis  were  employed. 

!   intte  Weft  Indica. 

With  regard  to  the  proclamation  to  which  you  refer,  I  think  it  un« 
necefi^rv  fbr 'me  to  add  any  thin;^  to  what  is  flated  in  the  letter  from  tht 

!  Duke  ot  Portland.  It  is  notorious  that  thefe  proclamations  were  abah'* 
4oDcd  or  annulled  almoft  as  foon  as  they  were  iffued ;  atid  it  mud  be 

I    mere  preteict  if  fuch  ufe  is  made  of  them  as  you  feem  to  apprehend*  I 

I    objcft  therefore  to  the  propofition  of  the  Weft-India  planters  and  mer- 
'  Qbaata,  becaufe  they  call  upon  H»  Majefly*s  Minifien  to  efbbtifli  a  ge- 
nera) rule  on  a  fubje^  which,  in  the  Tarious  ufage  of  war,  does  not  ad« 
ivloi  a  fpedal  definition ;  and,  if  the  matter  occurs  to  you  in  the  light 

I  it  does  to  me,  I  am  fure  you  cannot  be  difpofed  to  continue  a  dilcuftMi 
vhich  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  injure  the  feelings  of  maiito* 
niMS  officers,  to  whofe  great  exertions  their  country  is  much  iodebsed^ 
Vii  in  particular  that  part  of  the  Britifii  einpire  in  which  the  Wefi-lwU* 

I    planters  and  mcxchanti  are  (p  deeply  intereiCed* 

I  hare  the  Honour  to  be,  5fc. 

! 

I    The  Right  Honourable  HENRY  DUNDAS* 

I      LordPenrhyn,  &c.&c.&c. 


No.  XIX- 

•    PETITION  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  Lucia  to  Generat 
Sir  Charles  Grey ;  without  date. 

To  hie  Excellency  Sir  CHARLES  GREY,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
Genetal,  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Britannic  Majefty's  Ar* 
roies  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Ejccellency, 

THISiflaad,  long  actuated  with  inteftine  dilfentions,  and  which,  lu|d: 
BQt  ic»  fayiours  arrived,  would  hare  funk  beneath  the  repeated  attempts 
of  thofe  greedy  fierce  men,  who,  juftice  and  liberty  in  their  mouthy 
criffie  and  tyranny  in  their  heart,  bad  framed  the  deGgn  already  put  in 
execution  at  St.  Domingo,  to  invade  all  propeitietf,  after  having  mar* 
4^rtd  the  proprietors ;  this  ifland  is  refpiring  at  laft  under  the  tutelar 
^  of  Great  Britain order  and  peace  have  fucceeded  diforder  and 
a&archy.  The  benevolent  intentions  made  manifeft  by  your  Excellency 
^▼e  rendered  hope  to  the  Loyalids  inhabitants,  fo  long  opprelTed,  and 
tKey  already  difcover  the  dawn  of  the  happy  days,  which  are  deftinated 
to  tliem :  In  fuch  a  conjunAure  they  beg  leave  to  apply  thcmfelves  to 
your  Excellency,  apd  exprefs  their  opinion  and  vows  upon  the  moft  pro- 
^r  means  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  order  to  procure  to  this  ifland  the  degree 
ofhappinefs  which  its  extent,  population,  and  foil,  make  it  capble  of* 
Among  thofe  means,  the  moft  efficacious  would  be  its  abfolute  indepen« 
from  Martioicc^  and  cbieAy  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice* 
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The  incotiTcniencies  arifing  from  the  neceffity  to  go  orer  fo  the  Coua* 
cU  of  Martinico  fix  times  a  year  are  numeroat  and  fenfihle* 

Tirft.— Writings  of  great  worth,  artd  whereof  the  lofs  would  be  ifre* 
ctorcrablc,  are  vcnturcdi  as  well  as  the  lawyers  ind  faitors,  to  all  the 
dangen  of  the  fea,  efpecially  during  the  hurricane  mcnthr^ 

Scfcondly, — ^Whcn  the  lawyers  are  dthcr  unable  or  unwIlUng  Co  go 
themfelves  to  the  Council,  they  fend  orcr  the  papers  to  thdr  brother 
lawyers  of  Martinico,  who  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  will  to  cxa* 
mine  carefully  lawfuits,  in  which  they  are  pcrfonally  unconcerned^  and 
the  beft  caufes  are  often  lofi  for  want  of  a  proper  defence. 

Thirdly .-^It  is  equally  troublefome  and  expen&Te  for  the  inhabifinta 
of  St*  Lucia  to  be  condrained  to  |;o  over  themfelves  to  Martinico,  in 
order  to  folicit  a  judgement  in  their  written  lawfuits,  which  oommonly 
they  obuin^  but  after  feveral  years  of  folicitation. 

Fourthly.— The  money  that  they  lay  out  andfquander  away,  the  Advo* 
cates,  Attorneys,  Suitors,  Solicitors,  what  it  docs  coft  for  the  fcals,  dc» 
pofition  of  fines,  preparatory  and  definitive  fentencts,  expencet  ie» 
ception,  and  othen,  amount  at  leail:,  after  a  moderate  computation,  to 
5,oooL  fierling  a  year ;  and  this  fum  is  very  chargeable  for  an  ifland  in 
which  there  have  been  never  20,ooo1.  fterling  in  circulation. 

Fifthly .-i^The  eftablifhing  of  a  fuperior  tribunal  in  this  iiland  will 
siUke  be  advantageous  to  the  trading  of  Great  Britain.  A  merchantman's 
mailer,  after  having  (bid  his  cargo,  will  not  be  conftrained  to  ^o  over  to 
l^artinico  to  folicit  fentences  againil  his  no  punctual  or  anfaithful  de* 
bitors. 

Sizthljr.^Such  an  edablidiing  will  not  be  lefs  ufeful  for  the  judgement 
of  the  criminal  than  for  that  of  the  civil  caufes ;  the  prifoners  will  no 
longer  be  fent  beyond  fea  to  undergo  their  trials;  they.wUl  be  known 
by  their  judges ;  and  it  is  of  an  equal  importance  to  fecure  the  puniih* 
ment  of  crime  and  the  fafety  of  innocence,  that  the  judges  may  know 
the  condu£(,  temper,  and  behaviour  of  ;hofe  whom  they  are  to  try,  and 
may  confront  the  whole  life  of  the  prifoner  with  the  crime  put  to  his 
charge.  - 

Seventhly. — The  authority  of  the  Governor  of  St.  Lucia  and  that 
of  Marti nico't  Council  having  never  been  prtcifely  determined,  they 
almofi  ever  flood  in  oppofition  againfl  each  other,  relatively  to  the  iii-^ 
fettled  bounds  of  their  refpedUve  power :  and  the  inhabitants  fubmitted 
to  contradidory  orders,  found  themfelves  fometimes  put  between  the 
obedience  they  owed  to  a  fuperior  tribunal,  and  that  with  which  they 
were  bound  towards  the  reprefedtative  of  the  King.  This  inconveniency 
will  be  removed  when  there  will  be  in  this  ifland  a  Court  that  will  exer* 
dfe  its  fundtions,  under  the  ovet^feeing  of  the  Governor,  and  prefided 
by  himfelf. 

Eighthly. — And  in  fine  your  petitioners,  who  from  this  time  confMcr 
themfelves  as  fubje^s  of  His  Britannic  Majedy,  whom  there  remains  no 
hope  to,  but  in  his  protection,  who  fhall  never  ceafe  to  deferve  it  by  thtit 
loyalty,  love,  and  obedience,  are  entitled  to  the  fame  treatment  as  hU 
other  fubjeds  Of  the  W«fl  Indies,  who  alL  enjoy  the  advantage  of  an 
independent  Government,  and  of  a  jufUce  they  obtain  in  their  own 
country. 

Againfl  fo  urgent  confiderations,  what  could  bt  reafonably  obje£ted! 
Thole  who  would  be  defirous  to  keep  the  iiland  of  St.  Lucia  in  an  etersal 
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dependency  under  Maranico,  wiH  fay  perhaps  that  it  it  m  want  of  fub- 
ieos  baring  knowledge  and  experience  enough  to  do  worthily  juftice* 
To  thia  ob^e^on,  the  very  efhibrifhing  of  a  Council,  which  ahready 
took  place  in  this  iiland  the  lad  year,  after  its  having  paft  under  the  do* 
minion  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  is  a  very  fatisiadtory  anfwer.  The 
Members  who  compofed  that  tribunal  had  erer  enjoyed  the  efteem  and 
confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens;  no  one  of  their  judgements  was  dif- 
annulled ;  no  one  was  even  challenged ;  and  experience  of  the  pad  it 
with  that  reiped  a  happy  pledge  for  the  future. 

In  confequence  your  petitioners  befeech  rery  humbly  your  Excellency 
to  grant  them  the  eftabliihments  of  a  fupenor  tribunal  in  this  iilandy 
whereof  all  the  Members  will  be  appointed  by  the  reprefentatiye  of  the 
King,  who  will  exercife  their  fun^ions  under  his  over-feeing,  and  will 
be  prefided  by  him  ;  and  in  the  event  that  your  Excellency  would  not 
think  proper  to  order  the  efkbliflung  of  a  Council  in  this  ifland  at  thla 
very  moment,  your  petitioners  intreat  you  very  humbly  to  giant  them 
yonr  protedtion,  in  reprefenting  to  His  Britannic  Majefty,  that  they  may 
oixaifi  thac  £iiTOur  and  claim  from  his  benevolence  and  bounty. 

Par  Mandement  de  tous  les  CommiflkireSf  etauNon) 
de  tons  lea  H^bitans  Loyaliftes,  dc  St.  Lucie. 

Commiffiure.du  Quartierc 
^  4e  U  Reined 


V»t.XLr. 
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Tuefdaj^  ^th  May. 

G)lonel  MAITLAND  gave  noticei  that  on  a  future  day  he 
ihould  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  returns  of  the  nmnber  of 
men  who  had  been  lent  to  the  Continent  from  this  country,  and 
the  number  which  had  returned.  This  he  Ihould  do  previous  to  a 
motion^  which  was  expef£ted  to  come  on  next  week>  with  refpeitft 
to  pekoe.  He  hoped  this  would  not  meet  with  the  dbjetflion  which 
was  brought  againft  his  former  motion,  that  it  would  convey  intcl- 
iigence  to  the  enemy  of  our  Arength. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wiflied  to  know  the  grounds  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  faid^  that  it. was  wilJi  a  view  to  fome 
precife  information,  that  MfBmbers  might  not  be  talking  at  random 
on  the  fubjed  of  our  hopes  on  the  Continent,  when  the  motion  he 
idluded  to  IhouId  be  brought  forward.       . . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PtTT  faid,  he  fliould  have  no  objection  to  the 
motion. 

The  Dutch  Property  bill  was  committed  ;  fcvcral  amendments 
were[  adopted,  and  die  bill  ordered  to  be  reported. 

The  report  was  made,  and  ordered  to  be  received  to*morrow. 

The  SPEAKER,  attended  by  fevcral  Members,  went  up  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  for  the  purpofe  of  hearing  the  Hoyal  affent  given 
by  commifTion  to  the  Receipt,  Franking,  and  Scotch  DifUUciy 
billsi  and  to  fcveral  private  bills* 

lV^dneJd(tfy  6th  May.  . 

Sir  JOHN  FREDERICK  having. moved  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing of.  the  bin^  for  preventing  the  ftealing  of  dead  bodies  from  bu- 
rial grounds, 

A  Member  moved  to  have  the  Houfe  counted,  when  twenty-two 
Members  only  being  prefent,  an  adjournment  of  courfe  .took  place. 

Thurfdayj  'Jth  May. 

'No  public  budnefs. 

Friday t  2tb  May* 

Mr.  JEKYLL  Taid,  that  for  fcveral  days  he  had  attended  in 
that  Houfe  for  die  purpofe  oiF  afldng  an  oftenfible  Minifter  a  qucfiion 
on  a  fubjedl  of  great  importance,  but  he  had  not  been  fo  fortunate 
as  to  find  fuch  a  Minifler  in  the  Houfe  now  that  he  faw  one,  he 
Ihould  put  the  quellion,  and  wifhed  he  might  have  a  fatisfadory 
anfwer.  The  matter  it  referred  to  was  of  a  veiy  fcrioui  and  alarm- 
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ing  nature  ;  he  meant  the  caufe  of  the  prefcrft  very  h\0\  price  of 
'  provifions.  The  poor  mtctc  llarvlng  in  jnuty  pirts  of  this  country ; 
abcady  the  dreadful  eflfeAs  of  that  fltuation  of  the  poor  had  (heWn 
themfeives,  as  appeared  by  accounts  from  different  parts  of  the 
caflem  and  northern  coafts.  InfurrefHons  had  taken  place,  and 
the  military  had  been  called  out  to  qudl  thenii  but  had  joined  the 
populace.  He  underftood'  that  Inquiri^  had  been  made  into  the 
caufe  of  diis  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  he  wifhcd  to  know  what  was 
the  refuk  of  thefe  inquiries.  .  He  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  fear- 
dty  was  real  or  attiiicial.  If  real,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Ex* 
ccotivc  Government  to  provide  fomc  relief  to  the  poor.  If  arti^ 
ficial,  it  became  the  duty  erf"  Executive  Government  to  interfere, 
and  by  means  of  its  law  of&cers  enforce  more  efFedluaily  the  laws 
aponfl  fbreftalling  and  regrating.  In  either  cafe,  therefore,  the 
£xccbtive  Government  ought  to  make  diligent  inquiry,  and  apply 
any  temedy  that  was  poflible  to  an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude  and  im« 
portance..  He  believed  there  were  inftances  of  Committees  of  that 
I  Houfe  being  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  price  of  provifions,  and 
to  report  their  opinions  thereon,  but  he  did  not  know  that  much  be- . 
i  ncfii  had  refulted  froin  fuch  meafurc ;  perhaps  fomething  more  might 
be  done  hereafter  upon  that  fbbjefiL  All  he  wifhed  to  know  it 
{itfent  was,  whether  the  caufe  of  the  evil  he  mentioned  had  been 
aicettained,  and  he  therefore  requefled  the  Secretary  of  State  to  in^ 
fem  him,  whether  the  fcarcity  of  provifions  in  this  country  was 
wal  or  artificial  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDASfaid,  that  the  Executive  Government 
had  by  no  means  been  inattentive  to  this  fubjefl,  but  the  Houfe 
nJuft  be  aware  of  the  great  inconvenience  that  mull  neceflarily  fol- 
ios a  difcufTion  of  it  at  this  time  In  tiiat  Houfe.  He  begged  the 
'tonourable  gentleman  to  reft  aflured>  that  upon  the  fubjeft  o(  fcar- 
c*Jy  of  provifions  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  niifreprefentation 
^  exaggeration  induftrioufly  circulated.  But  he  muft  beg  again 
^t  the  fubje£l  might  not  be  difcufTed.at  this  time,  oh  account  of 
^  great  inconvenience  that  might  follow.  If  any  artificial  fcarcity 
^atany  time  apprehended,  he  knew  of  nothing  more  likely  to  pro- 
n»re  it  than  difcufTions  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  (aid,  he  wifhed  to  know,  for  the  govcmmcnt  of 
Ksown  condudl,  whatcpurfepf  proceeding  the  Minifler  intended 
to  take  on  Monday,  after  the  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  his  wifh  to  proceed  on  Mon- 
on  the  fubjcA  of  His  Majefty 's  meffage ;  there  were  fomc  paperfc  . 
^0  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  which  could  not  be  ready  before  that 
time.    It  was  his  intention  to  move  for  a  Commig^f;^e9fl^@<3fe^e 
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jefi  of  die  MeilagB,  and  in  that  Coipinittee  he  intended  to  pvopofe 
an  additional  annual  income  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Aoy 
cation  of  that  (hould  be  referred  to  a  fubfequent  Aage  of  the  peo- 
ceedingy  and  roi^t  come  by  way  of  inftru£tion  to  a  Committee  on 
the  bill.  It  was  his  intention  to  propofe  a  Secret  Committee,  to 
take  into  confidemtion  the  circumftances  and  die  amount  of  the  in- 
cumbrances of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  The  meafurr  which  he  ibould 
1>ring  forward  on  Monday,  was  only  an  addidooal  income  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  fuch  as,  perhaps^  the  Houfe  would  not  haTc 
thought  proper  to  withhold,  even  if  die  Prince  was  uniocumbeicd. 
Then  would  follow  the  ooniideration  of  means  for  applying  that  in- 
come in  fuch  a  way  as  would  mod  conduce  to  the  eafe  and  comfbit 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  without  which  the  libenUty  of  Parliament 
*mi^tbe  inefFedlual. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  meant  to  bring  forward  a  propofidon  for 
railing  a  fund  to  eiFe£luatc  all  the  purpofcs  recommended  in  Hi$ 
Majefty's  meiTagc.  He  meant  to  propofe  a  fale  of  the  foreft  land$ 
of  this  counuy  ;  or  at  leaft  of  fuch  a  part  of  them,  as  to  anfwcr 
the  purpofcs  expreifcd  in  the  mellage,  and  alio  to  prevent  the  no^ 
cefTity  of  adding  to  the  buitiens  of  the  peofde ;  as  well  as  widi  a  view 
of  laying  fpmc  foundation  for  the  providon  and  fupport  of  tfaq.  dif- 
treifed  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.  He  threw  this  out 
now  merely  that  the  thing  might  be  confidcred  ;  he  laid  nothing  in 
fivour  of  |t ;  he  ipeant  it  for  the  coniidenitiofi  of  that  Houfe,  and 
for  the  conlideration  of  the  Public.  If  he  found  any  ihxmg  and  good 
objedions  to  it,  of  courfe  he  (hould  not  periiA ;  otherwife  he  fhould 
certainly  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  fubjcft  which.the  honour^ 
able  gentleman  had  alluded  to,  was  one  \v-hich  could  not  regulariy 
be  difcuflfed  now.  But  he  could  not  help  faying,  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, when  it  came  to  be  difcuffed,  the  Houfe  would  fipd  infupe- 
rablc  objedlions  tq  it.  At  leaft,  taken  in  the  laft  view  of  die  ho- 
nourable gendeman,  as  a  proviiion  for  the  people  by  means  of  pre- 
fcnt  relief,  it  was  wholly  inadequate. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  exprelTed  himfelf  exceedingly  iU,  if  he 
faid  any  thing  about  prcfent  relief  to  the  Public.  He  meant  only  tt> 
lay  a  foundation  for  future  fupport. 


Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftatcd,  that  underftanding  that  the 
Speaker  was  .extremdy  indifpofcd,  he  fliould  propofe  that  the  Hoirfe 
adjourn  dll  Wednefday,  and  that  the  confidcrationof  His  Majefly's 
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meffiige  relative  to  t  provifion  for  his  Roy«l  Higjinds  the  Prince  of 
Waksy  be  po%)Qed  till  that  day. 

Mr.  JEKYLXr  ei^refled  the  regret  which  he,  in  conunon  ^ith 
every  Member  of  that  Houfe,  felt  on  account  of  the  occaiion  which 
rendered  their  adjournment  neceflary.  [This  fentiment  was  re« 
cttved  with  a  general  burft  of  feelii^  fiom  every  quarter  of  the  Houfe.] 
This  bong  the  cafe,  he  (hould  propofe  to  poftpone  his  motion,  re- 
fpeding  die  recall  of  Earl  Fllxwilliam,  which  flood  for  to-morrow, 
till  Tuefday  fe'nnight ;  btt  as  the  right  honourable  gendeman  (Mr. 
Dundas)  had  given  notioe  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  the  India 
budget  on  that  day,  he  hoped  he  would  now  defer  it  till  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Jekyll  afterwards  got  up,  and  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  (late 
of  die  Speaker's  indifpofition,  he  conddered  Wednefday  as  too  early 
a  day,  and  fhould  therefore  propofe  that  the  Houfe  adjourn  rill 
Thurfday.  [A  cry  of  "  Thurfday,  Thurfday,"  from  all  parts  of 
die  Houfe.] 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  felt  himfclf  extremely  obliged  by  the 
degree  of  anxiety  and  intereft  refpeding  his  indifpofition,  \vhich 
Kas  ei^reiTed  from  all  (idcs  of  the  Houfe.  Indifpofed  as  he  was, 
he  had  hoped  that  he  (hould  have  been  able  to  go  through  his  duty 
iXHlay ;  but,  finding  that  impo(rible^  he  trufled  he  (hould  be  wxM 
enough  to  attend  in  his  place  on  Thurfday. 

The  Houlc  then  adjourned  to  Thurfday,  the  following  being  un- 
derftood  to  be  the  arrangement  of  public  buiinefs : 

The  coniideration  of  His  Majcily's  meiTage,  refpefling  a  provi- 
fioo  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Jckyll's  motion  rcfpcding  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  on 
Toefday  fe'nnight ;  and  Mr.  Dundas's  India  budget  on  the  Thurf- 
day following. 


The  SPEAKER  returned  thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  the  indulgence 
5rith  which  they  had  favoured  him,  in  confequencc  of  his  indifpo- 
fition, and  cxpreiTcd  his  regret  that  any  circumflancc  (hould  have 
occurred  to  render  that  indulgence  nccelTary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the 
Houfe  (hould  refolve  itfelf  in^o  a  Committee,  for  the  purpofc  of 
taking  His  Majefty's  me(rage  into  confideration. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  alfo  moved,  that  the  fevsntcen  reports  of  the 
Commidioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ihte  of  the  woods,  fo- 
rcfts,  and  land  revenue  belonging  to  the  Crown,  (hould  be  referred 
to  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  fliould  not  now  cntcf  into 
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the  difci^ion  of  any,  and  what  regulation  the  Houfe  mi^t  think 
proper  to  adopt  on  the  fubjedt  of  thoffe  voy  aUe  reports.  But  he  - 
fubmitted  it  to  die  oonlideration  of  gentlemen^  vhctber  thefe  reporti 
could  in  any  way  be  conneded  with  the  idea  of  providing  a  (uitaUe  ; 
e(labli(hinent  (or  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and 
whether,  therefore^  any  allufion  to  tfaofe  reports  could  be  at  all  ne- 
ceflary  on  the  prefcnt  occafion. 

Mr.  HUSSEYy  in  order  to  prove  the  connection  between  the 
two  fubjedls,  wiflied  that  the  preamble  to  the  firft  of  Queen  Anns 
fhould  be  read.  It  was  accordingly  read,  and  is  in  fubftance,  that 
^*  the  fupport  which  the  Ciown  had  derived  from  its  land  revcnua 
had  been  diminUhed  by  the  grants  which  had  been  made  by  foma 
Kings."  This  preamble  and  this  z&,  Mr.  Huffey  laid,  werefuffi* 
cient  to  prove  that  the  fenfe  of  the  country  one  hundred  years  ago  was 
that  the  land  revenue  of  the  crown  *  was  proper  to  come  in  aid  of 
the  fupport  of  thfe  Crown.  About  eight  years  ago,  a  Committer 
had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ilate  of  the  Crown  lands, 
and  it  was  the  Reports  of  that  Committee  that  he  wiihed  to  refer 
to  the  prefent  Committee ;  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Crown 
lands  were  a  proper  fund,  out  of  which  the  Prince  of  Wales's  debts 
might  be  difcharged ;  and  that  the  reports  therefore  to  which  he  had 
alluded  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  coniideration  of  the  Houfe,  pre^ 
vioufly  to  His  Majefty*s  meflfage  being  taken  into  confideration.— 
That  the  fale  of  the  foreft  lands  and  the  land  revenues  would  be 
fufficient  to  relieve  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  his  incumbrances, 
would  be  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Commiffioners, 
who  had  dated  that  the  final  improvement  of  which  the  lands  were 
fufceptible  would  produce  a  clear  annual  income  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  What  was  to  be  done,  he  wi(hed  to  be  done  in 
a  handfomc  way,  and  that  the  people  fliould  not  have  additional 
burdens  impofed  upon  them. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  rofe  to  alk  the  purpofe  for  which  Mr.  Huf- 
fey  wiflied  to  have  the  reports  referred  to  the  Committee.  He 
thoi^ht  that  die  honourable'  gentleman  intruded  rather  too  baftily 
into  the  fubjcA. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  referred  Mn  Duncombe  to  the  aft  of  Parliament 
which  direfied  the  fale  of  the  fee-farm  rents,  and  provided  that  the 
produce  fliould  be  placed  in  the  Bank  in  the  names  of  certain  Com- 
miffioners. There  was  alfo  in  that  adt  a  particular  claufe  which 
ftatcd  that  the  intereft  arifing  from  the  money  fo  placed  in  the  Bank 
Ihould  be  applied  to  the  fame  purpofcs  as  the  revenues  arifing  from 
the  foreft  lands.    For  his  own  part  he  wiflicd  that  it  had  been  car- 
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Tiad  to  die  aggregate  fund,  becaofe  the  fbreft  lands  fupplied  to  the 
ct^gencies  of  the  country  only  the  paltry  fum  of  6,i  33I.  a-year. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  begged,. as  Mr.  Huffcy  had  ftatcd  the 
grounds  of  his  motion,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  fay  a  few 
words.    Ho  did  not  mean  to  objed  to  the  idea  of  rendering  the 
Crown  lands  available  to  any  public  purpofe  \  but  he  meant  to  fay, 
(hat  on  Mr.  Huffey's  own  (hewing,  there  was  no  connexion  be- 
tween the  reports  of  the  Commifiioners  and  His  Majefty's  meffage. 
The  meflage  implicated  two  objects ;  the  firft  was  to  provide  a  fuit- 
I    able  eftabliihment  for  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales— the  fecond 
fdated  to  the  debts  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  incurred.— What, 
Acrcfore,  was  there  in  the  circumftance  of  the  poflible  improvement 
of  the  Crown  lands,  diat  could  be  aflimilated  to  the  objedls  to  which 
I    His  Majefty*s  meffage  pointed  ?  A  wifli  had  been  cxprcffed  by  Mr. 
Huflcy,  not  to  burden  the  people.    But  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  not  but  be  fenfible  that  if  the  Crown  lands  were  an  available 
refource ;  and  if  they  might  be  applied  to  the  difbhargc  of  the 
Prince's  defets,  yet  that  fuch  an  application  would  take  jud  as  much 
from  the  Public  as  if  the  debts  were  difchJirged  out  of  any  other  re- 
feurce.    But  Mr.  Huffey  had  fufficiently  (hewn  that  they  could  not 
I    be  applicable  to  fuch  an  obje£t ;  for  what  had  he  faid  ?  He  had  faid, 
I  *  not  duit  there  was  any  lai^  fum  now  in  hand,  arifing  from  the  fale 
I    of  the  Crown  lands,  or  that  the  revenue  proceeding  from  them  was 
i    laige,  but  that  the  prefent  revenue  might,  by  gradual  improvement, 
I    be  iflcreafed  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  How, 
be  would  alk,  could  a  pdTible  future  improvement  either  provide 
i    for  the  prefent  eftabii(hment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts  ?  Befides  the  aft  of     Anne  provided  againft  the 
*    >Uienation  of  the  Crown  lands.    If  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huflcy  was 
I    iwde  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  a  difcuflion  relative  to 
'    ftc  improvement  of  the  Crown  lands,  he  could  affure  die  honour- 
I    able  gentleman  that  the  reports  had  been  more- than  once  before  the 
'    Houfe,  and  that  an  a£t  h^d  been  framed  in  confequence  of  them, 
p    by  which  ftc  management  of  the  Crown  and  the  management  of  the 
I    forcft  lands  liad  been  feparated.  '  Widx  refpeft  to  the  foreft  lands, 
it  had  been  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  keeping  of  thofc 
lands  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  would  be  beneficial  to  the  naval  in-* 
toefts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  perhaps  it  m^ght  be  from  a  prejudice  in  fe- 
^f9VBc  of  former  opinions,  but  he  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  alienat- 
ing ib;  much  of  the  Crown  and  Foreft  lands,  as  would  be  fuiiicient 
'   fcr  Ac  prefent  purpofe.    Th^  aft  of  Anne  was  evidently  for  the 
puipofe  of  providing  for  the  Royal  Fa^iily.    Wtatew  ^^(a^ 
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done  on  the  prefent  occcafion,  was  to  be  done  wkh  a  view  of  in* 

crealing  die  Prince  of  Wales's  edablKhment,  and  of  liquidatiiighk 
debts.  At  a  time,  therefore,*  whpn  the  Houfe  were  g(^ng  to  do 
fomething,  he  could  not  but  think  that  there  was  much  propriety  in 
wifhing  to  refer  the  fevcntccn  reports  to  the  prefent  Committee,  m 
order  that  in  fvich  a  feafon  as  the  prefent,  the  ComnHttee  mig^ 
look  narrowly  at  all  its  refources,  and  impofe  as  few  and  as  lig^t 
burdens  upon  the  people  as  poflible.  The  alienation  of  the  Crown 
lands,  therefore,  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  moft  advifeable  mode ; 
particqlarly  as  a  great  landed  revenue,  in  the  poffellion  of  dit 
Crown,  was  likely  to  produce  the  confeguence  of  extending  an  in- 
fluence already  too  great.  It  was  this  influence  to  which  Mr. 
Burke's  bill  had  direded  its  attention^  and  though  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  ful:je6t,  it  had  not  been  eafy  to  carry  the  defired  objcfi 
into  execution,  yet  it  had  never  been  entirely  relinquifhed. 

Mr.  EAST  conceived  that  Mr.  Huflfey's  motion  tended  to  fK^ 
judge  the  quedion,  becaufe  it  had  not  yet  been  decided  whether  the 
Houfe  would  take  upon  them,  in  the  fligliteft  d^ree,  the  incutn- 
brancee  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  It  was  time  enough^  when  die 
Houfe  had  refolved  to  difcharge  thofc  incumbrances^  to  confider  la 
what  manner  they  (hould  difcharge  them. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  Mr.  Eaft  had  mlfunderftoodhim.  He  did 
not  mean  to  fay  now,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  do  ai^  thing  on  the 
fubjedt,  becaufe  the  prefent  was  not  the  proper  period  for  difcuflu^ 
that  point ;  but  he  meant  to  (ay,  that  if  any  thing  w^  to  be  dpne^ 
the  mode  propofcd  by  Mr.  HufTey  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  moft 
proper. 

Mr.  GREY  was  againA  this  motion.    The  quefKon  this 
was  to  be  what,  under  the  circumftances  of  this  country »  would  be 
fit  to  grant  to  his  Royal  Highnefs }  When  the  incumbrances  canw 
before  the  Houfe,  this  motion  would  be  proper ;  but  it  was  not  fog 
in  his  opinion,  in  the  prefent  flage  of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  RYDER  oppofed  the  motion, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  thought  alfo  this  was  not  "the  ft^  tot  the 


Mr.  MARTIN  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  modon,  9»i 
hoped  it  would  be  brought  forward  at  a  future  time. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  wifhed  the  Public  to  xtBeA,  that  tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  Minifier  of  this  country,  and 
had  loft  to  the  Public  upon  one  article  the  difference  between  6000L 
and  400,000!.  a  year ;  for  if  the  Crown  lands  mig^t  be  made  to 
produce  that  fom,  the  Minifter  muft  have  nq^cded  his  dui^f  iA 


moKon. 


not  cpaking  them  produce  it. 
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The  modqn  was  then  negatived. 


The  queOion  being  put  for  going  into  a  Committee^ 
Mr.  MAIN  WARING  wiflicd  to  know  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  what  the  Houfe  would  be  pledged  to>  if  it  confented  to 
the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair.  There  were  two  points  to  be  confi- 
dercdy  as  he  underftood  ;  theeftablifhment  and  the  incumbrances  of 
his  Royal  Hi^inefs.  He  wiihed  to  know  if  the  Houfe  would  be 
pledged  into  both,  if  the  Committee  was  agreed  to.  He  wiihed  to 
know  whether  Members  could  fay,  We  will  go  thus  far,  but  no 
£mhcr He  aiked  this,  becaufe  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
upon  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  conceived,  that  the  motion  itfelf  was  an 
anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  queAk>n.  The  Committee 
was  to  take  His  MajeAy's  meffage  into  oonfideration,  and  then 
every  gentleHian  would  Uke  what  fl^re  he  pleafed  in  the  difcuflion, 
and  vote  accordingly^ 

The  que(tion  being  put  and  carried,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  Mr.  Steele  in  the  chair.  His 
Majcfty's  meflage  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  *  faid,  ^t  the  objed  recommended  in 
His  Majefty's  meflage  had  already  been  the  fubjecfl  of  fome  obfer- ' 
vation  diis  day.  He  was  perfuaded,  that  if  he  could  completely 
kpuitc  one  pairt  of  the  fubjed  from  the  other,  as  he  thought  even- 
tifidly  he  muft  do,  in  the  vote  he  (hould  propofe,  he  would  itiect 
unanimous  wifti  of  the  Houfe.  Upon  one  part  of  it,  he  flat- 
tcwd  himfclf  dierc  would  hardly  be  a  difference  of  fentiment ;  as  the 
general  objedt  was  one  in  which  we  were  all  united.  He  was  pcr- 
finded,  while  he  looked  at  the  power  of  our  public  treafurc,  and 
while  he  reflected  that  he  was  to  apply  for  an  edablifhment  to  be 
fettled  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  after  the  happy  event  of  his  union 
witfi  a  Princcfs  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick ;  when  he  refle<Sled  on 
the  blefTiQgs  we  had  continued  to  enjoy  under  that  illufbious  family, 
of  which  this  Princefs  was  a  branch,  that  there  was  but  one  general 
fentiment  £elt  by  Englifhmen,  and  that  they  would  be  unanimous 
in  their  determination  to  fupport  the  dignity  and  Iplendor  of  *lhe 
^ceand  his  Royal  confort.  This  was^  difpofidon  which  would 
vife  out  of  the  fentiment,  he  had  almofl  faid  the  ^nftin£l,  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  he  was  affured,  that  any  application 
that  was  made  to  fu{^rt  the  fplendor  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick, 
never  be  unfuccefsiul.  The  Houfe  had  always  (hewn  its 
raufinefs  to  protect  the  principles  of  true  liber^,  and  to  confult  the 
Ycal^ppinefsof  its  fiibjeds* 
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He  muft  now  lay  down  as  a  general  ground,  from  reflcAion  on 
the  hiftory  of  paft  ages,  as  well  as  from  many  recent  circumfiances, 
that  in  the  days  in  which  we  live,  it  is  the  immediate  intcrcft  of 
us  all  to  fupport  the  ftrength,  to  maintain  the  honour  and  neceflary 
dignity  and  fplendour,  not  only  of  our  monarchy,  but  alfo  of  every 
branch  of  the  Royal  family.    What  we  gave  to  them  for  thcfe  pur- 
pofe^,  ,we  gave  in  reality  to  ourfelves.    This  he  did  not  mean  to 
be  done  by  a  profligate  wafte  of  the  public  trcafure,  but  by  a  pni- 
dent  ufe  of  it,  and  in  allowing  an  handfoine  (hare  of  the  piopcrty  of 
the  nation  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  we  had  always  been  amply  repaid  by 
thefccurity  it  gave  us  for  a  continuance  of  thofc  bleflings  we  enjoyed 
under  that  fyftem  of  Government,  the  center  of  which  was  nionar- 
chy — a  fydcm,  which,  notwithftanding  all  the  idle  theories  of  mo- 
dern pretenders,  and  all  the  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  bring 
it  into  difrcputc,  comprifed  in  it  all  that  vre  had  feen,  not  only  of 
dignity  and  force,  but  alfo  of  protection  to  liberty,  and  every  thing 
that  could  be  cfteemcd  in  any  well-regulated  ftate.    Thefe  were 
confiderations  which,  he  was  fure,  would .  guide  the  vote  of  the 
Houfe  on  the  queftion  of  the  eftabliflimcnt  to  be  made  for  their 
Royal  Highnclfcs  the  Prince  and  Prlnceflis  of  Wales.    If  that 
was  the  only  qucftion  to  be  brought  before  the  Houfe,  he  {houW 
have  confined  the  vote  which  he  had  to  propofc  to  what,  according 
to  his  view  of  the  fubjeft,  came  diftinflly  within  that  principle.— 
But,  wliilc  lie  was  aware  of  that  being  defirable,  he  was  bound  in 
candour  to  fay  that  he  had  other  topics  to  bring  forward  much  lefs 
*     agreeable  to  his  feelings.    Thefe  topics,  however,  he  (hould  kcq) 
as  fepant'j  ns  poflible  from  the  other  queflion.    For  that  rcafon  he 
thould  not  this  day  propofe  any  provifion  to  be  voted  for  the  difchargc 
of  the  incumbrances  of  His  Royal  Highnefs.    It  was  his  duty* 
however,  to  ftate  the  circumftanccs  of  thefe  incumbrances.  He 
wiftied  to  Cjr(xl  he  could  do  otherwife.    It  would  be  more  to  his  fa- 
tisfaftion,  more  to  the  fatlsfaftion  of  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  and 
he  believed,  more  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  every  man  in  this  coun- 
try, tliat  the  tranfaftion  to  which  he  alluded  could  have  been  avoid- 
Cvl,  but  fincc  it  unfortunately  exifted,  the  fame  fentiment  which  kd 
us  to  agree  to  fupport  the  fplendour  of  the  Throne  by  an  eftabKA- 
ment,  led  us  all  to  wifh  that  incumbrances  (hould  not  be  permittfid 
to  afFcift  its  credit;  and  however  we  might  lament  it,  yet  our  loy- 
alty to  the  Throne,  and  our  regard  for  its  interefts,  which  was  info- 
parable  from  our  own,  called  upon  us  to  look  at  thefe  incumbrances, 
and  to  fee  that  they  (hould  not  affcd  too  deeply  the  eafe  and<Jomfort 
of  the  heir  apparent.    He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  view  whiA 
he  had  of  the  whole  fubjedt^  and  each  of  ^it^^<Si^4l^|&of  J^'* 
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Krft  as  to  the  happy  event  of  the  marriage  of  his  Royal  Highncfs, 
which  met  the  wi(hes  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  and  on 
which  they  had  already  expreffed  their  joy ;  in  confequence  tlierc 
muft  be  an  additional  eftabliihment.  Next  came  to  be  defrayed 
the  cxpence  attending-  the  ceremony  of  the  marnage,  and  then  th^ 
cxpence  of  completing  the  building  of  Carlton  Houfe,  as  a  refi- 
dcnce  for  their  Royal  Highneffes.  With  rcfpedJ  to  the  expence  of 
the  marriage,  or  of  the  furnifhing  the  building  of  Carlton  Houfe, 
dicy  would  not  be  objedis  for  the  prefent  Committee,  and  therefore 
he  (hould  not  propofc  any  refolution  upon  that  fubjedl.  The  only 
objed  now,  was,  a  grant  of  a  fum  of  money  for  the  eftablifliment, 
and  a  jointure  to  her  Royal  Highncfs.  This  being  opened  to  the 
Committee,  he  (hould  then  proceed  to  the  incumbrances  of  the 
Prince,  and  to  ftate  the  principle  on  which  he  refted  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding- Whatever  might  be  the  amount  of  the  vote  of  the  Houfe 
for  the  eftabliHimcnt,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  fome  meafurc 
flwuld  be  adopted  to  relieve  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  his  prefent 
cmbarraffments.  However,  he  did  not  mean  to  call  on  the  prefent 
Committee  to  confider  the  extent  of  thefe  incumbrances  at  prefent. 
The  firft  point,  and  the  only  one  he  intended  to  propofe  in  the  mo- 
tion with  which  he  (hould  conclude,  was  that  of  an  eftabli(hment 
for  the  Prince  and  his  illuftrious  confort.  '  In  confidering  this,  he 
dcfired  the  Committee  to  aflc  themfelves  what  they  thought  they 
ought  to  grant  to  their  Royal  Highfieffes  in  their  prefent  fituation. 
At  prefent  the  income  of  the  Prince  was  6o,oool.  a  year,  exclu- 
fivcofthc  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  which  was  about  13,000!.  per 
annum.  It  was  difficult  to  form  a  prccife  calculation  on  the  ex- 
pence  which  ncce(rariiy  attends  the  dignity  of  the  heir  apparent  to 
the  Thn^nc,  but  upon  that  fubjcc^,  it  was  natural  to  lck)k  back  on 
what  had  been  allowed  to  former  Princes  of  Wales.  Fifty  years 
ago,  his  grandfather,  the  then  Prince  of  Wales,  poffeffed  a  net  in* 
come  of  I  oo,oool.  per  annum,  in  addition  to  the  Dutchy  pf  Corn- 
wall. Eighty  years  ago,  his  great  grandfatiier,  the  then  Prince  of 
Wales,  poflcifcd  ioo,oool.  without  die  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 
If  gentlemen  would  1<  ok  at  thefe  ellablifhments,  they  would  fee 
that  his  prefent  Royal  Piighnefs  ought  to  have  a  confiderable  addi- 
tion to  his  income  even  fuppofing  that  he  was  not  incumbered  with 
debt.  He  would  then  afk  the  Committee  to  confider  what  they 
thou^t  was  abfolutcly  neceflfary  for  him  now  ;  and  in  confidering 
tKs  they  would  naturally  refledl  on  the  great  difference  in  the  price 
of  all  the  articles  of  ;  they  muft  be  aw^are  that  the  expences  of 
all  deferiptions  of  men,  fipom  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  was  very 
much  advanced ;  they  would  then  find  that  neither  ^||^  C^if^^i 
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or  even  eafe  cm*  comfort  could  be  now  procured,  in  a  degree  adequate 
to  what  had  been  enjoyed  in  the  times  he  had  alluded  tx>  without  an 
advance  in  the  income,  to  at  leaft  a  fourth  of  the  whole.    If  he 
ened  in  his  calculation,  it  was  from  being  below  the  mark.  He 
tbcrefbre  now  propofed,  that  the  income  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  Chould 
be  125,0001.  per  annum  cxclufive  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall, 
which  was  only  25,000!.  a  year  more  than  was  enjoyed  5  0  years 
ago.    He  thought  he  might  here  reft  that  part  of  the  queAion ;  for 
fiircly  this  was  not  more  than  the  Committee  would  be  difpofed  to 
allow 'to  a  Prince  of  Wales  •  on  the  event  of  a  marriage,  of  which 
they  all  moft  heartily  approved.    This  being  the  only  vote  he  had 
to  propofe,  he  (hould  only  flate  in  the  natiu-e  of  a  notice,  thofc  re- 
gulations which  were  intended  to  be  made  hereafter.    The  prepara- 
tions for  the  marriage  would  be  ftated  at  27,0001.  for  jewels  and 
{date,  which  came  to  a  much  greater  amount,  but  as  this  had  been 
the  fum  allowed,  the  excefs  would  go  to  the  outftanding  debts :  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  for  finilhing  Carlton  Houfc,  the  ac- 
counts of  which  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  they  might  be  brought 
into  difcuffion  when  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts  fhould  come 
before  them  for  their  diftind  conHdcration.    The  jointure  of  the 
Princefs  of  Wales  he  propofed  to  be  50,0001.  a  year,  being  no 
more  than  had  been  granted  on  a  fimilar  occaiion.    This  was  all 
he  thought  ncceffary  to  fay  on  the  firft  branch  of  the  fubjedl ;  but 
although  he  (hould  propofe  nothing  more  at  prcfcnt,  he  (hould  ftatc 
to  the  Committee  the  amount  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefsi 
which  was  between  6oo,oool.  and  7  oo,oooL  according  to  the  nioft 
accurate  accounts  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  infped^ing;  in  rea- 
lity they  were,  according  to  thefe  accounts,  from  62o,oool.  to 
.630,0001.  up  to  the  laft  April  quarter.    He  had  no  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  there  did  cxift  any  other  debts  of  his  Royal  Hi^incfs, 
where  he  was  the  principal  debtor.    There  were  fome  in  which  he 
was  fecurity  for  Ids  illuflrious  brothers.    But  he  had  the  fatisfa<9ioa 
to  ^ate  to  the  Committee,  that  from  the  meritorious  exertions  of 
.thefe  two  illuifa-ious  characters,  fuch  debts  were  put  into  a  train  of 
liquidation,  and  in  a  courfe  of  punctual  difchaige,  and  he  had  no 
reafon  to  apprehend  they  would  become  a  burden  to  them  or  to  the 
Public,  and  therefore  he  did  not  confider  thefe  as  any  part  cf  die 
debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  for  which  it  would  be  neceffiuy  to 
make  aily  legidative  proviiion.    It  would  remain  for  the  Houfe  to 
confider  at  a  fubfequent  period,  lyhether  the  debts  of  his  Rcyal 
Highnefs  were  brought  into  a  (hape  and  mode  that  would  enable 
them  to.  form  fome  plan  of  freeing  his  Royal  Hig^mef^  (kxa  the  pit- 
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die  Houfe  would  have  to  determine  on  the  mode  of  relieving  him; 
but  diat  was  not  the  fubjed  of  this  night's  difcufllon,  and  before 
be  ftated  an  opinion  upon  that  topic,  he  was  delirous  of  colle^ing 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding.  He  was  con- 
vinced that,  before  the  Houfe  (hould  take  any  ftep  towards  the  li- 
quidation of  thefe  debts,  they  ought  to  undcigo  the  moft  accurat* 
inveftigation.  For  this  purpolc,  a  Secret  Committee  might  be 
decerned,  neceflary ;  and  if  it  (hould  appear  to  gentlemen  that  an 
inquiiy  Aiould  be  inftituted  previoufly  to  any  fteps  being  taken,  he 
was  pcrfefUy  ready  to  concur  in  fuch  an  inquiry.  But  it  might  h% 
apprehended,  that  an  inquiry  by  a  Secret  Committee  would  be  in- 
fufficient,  in  as  much  as  it  would  be  neceflary  to  go  into  a  very  de- 
tailed invcftigation,  to  which  a  Secret  Committee  might  not  be  com** 
petent.  A  parliamemary  commiffion,  where  the  evidence  might 
be  given  on  oath,  might  be  mod  advifeable.  But  here,  he  con- 
feffed,  that  a  doubt  relied  on  his  mind,  whether,  if  an  inquiry  of 
this  legiflative  nature  fhould  be  deemed  neceflary,  a  general  inquiiy 
by  a  Secret  Committee  ought  not  to  take  place  in  the  firft  inflanCc. 

The  firft  opinion  that  gentlemen  would  be  tempted  to  etitertain^ 
might  be  one  totally  dilapproving  of  the  debts  that  had  been  con- 
traded.  But  he  (hould  hope,  that  when  gentlemen  conne£ted  the 
fobjed  with  the  public  interefts,  they  would  not  think  that,  if  they 
agreed  to  make  a  fuitable  cftabli(hment  for  the  Prince,  they  (hould 
Ihut  their  eyes  wholly  to  the  fubjed  of  debt.  The  principle  of 
granting  an  additional  income  was  to  procu^-'^  to  the  Prince  cafe  and 
eomfert,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his  rapk,  and  the  general  happineft 
rf  the  nation.  Would  fuch  an  eflablifhment,  however,  anfwer  any 
good  purpofe,  if  the  Committee  were  to  leave  his  Royal  Highneb 
oppreft  diflrefs,  cmbarraflfment,  and  debt  ?  and  yet  this  would 
be  the  cffe&,  if  Parliament  were  to  refufe  to  make  any  legiflative 
pioviiion  for  the  payment  of  the  debts.  Yet  ought  the  Parliament 
to  (ay  that  they  would  forgive  what  was  pad  ;  that  they  would  grant 
an  ample  income,  and  throw  all  the  burden  of  his  Royal  Hi^nefs*s 
debts  upon  the  people  r  To  do  this  would  be  improper.  The  Com- 
mittee,  indeed,  were  involved  in  fuch  a  dilemma,  that  they  could 
do  nothing  that  would  be  wholly  comibrtable.  li  they  abridge^ 
the  fplendour  and  income  of  the  Prince,  they  would  abridge  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  eafe  and  comfort;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  th^ 
agieed  baflily  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  they  would  be  (etting 
an  example  of  prodigality  and  excefs  totally  irreconcUeable  with  the 
du^  which  they  owed  to  their  country ;  if  they  preflfed  too  har^f 
on  the  Prince,  the  (ituation  in  which  he  muft  be  placed  would  con- 
^itute  a  bad  pre|,aration  for  diat  Throne  which  h^glkg^KI^^^ 
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was  deftincd  at  fome  period,  (kite  be  wlflicd  it  to  be)  to  fill.  In 
this  compromifc  of  evil,  it  was  necclTary  to  take  fo  much  firom  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  income  as  could  be  taken  without  dedudting  from 
his  comfort  and  his  cafe.    This  was  the  talk  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  apply  themfelvcs,  and  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the 
inter^fts  'of  the  Prince  with  the  expeflations  which  the  pcoi)le  had  a 
right  to  entertain  from  the  loyalty,  the  wifdom,  and  the  patriotifm 
of  Parliament.    His  own  opinion  was,  that  a  certain  fum  (hould 
be  taken  from  the  Prince's  income  to  difchargc  his  debts :  and  that, 
in  order  tocounteradt  the  influence  of  the  prefcnt  example,  the  Com- 
mittee (hould  (hew  that  the  debts  would  be  liquidated  by  the  cutting 
ofF  fo  much  from  the  eftablifhment  of  the'  heir  apparent.  Upon 
this  principle  lie  meant  to  fubmit  it  on  a  future  day,  that  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  ahd  part  of  the  income  of  1 25,000). 
ihould  be  applied  to  the  pyment  of  the  intereft  of  the  debts,  and 
to  the  gradual  difcharge  of  the  principal ;  and  that  the  fum  fo  taken 
ihould  be  vefled  in  the  hands  of  Commifiioners.    From  the  income 
of  125,0001.  a  year,  he  (hould  propofe  that  25,0001.  (hould  be 
deduiSled  annually  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  debts,  at 
four  per  cent,  and  that  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  (hould 
be  appropriated,  as  a  finking  fund,  at  compound  intereft,  to  dif- 
charge the  principal  of  the  debt,  which  they  would  difchaigc  in 
twenty  feven  years.    He  knew  that  it  was  uncertain  whether  they 
would  be  paid  off  during  the  period  of  his  Royal  Higlinefs  remain- 
ing Prince  of  Wales.    He  therefore  meant  to  propofe,  that  on  the 
event  of  the  demife  of  the  Crown  to  the  Prince,  there  (hould  iKli 
be  a  charge  of  -25,0001.  a  year  on  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  There  was  one  circumftance,  not  a  very  proba- 
ble one  he  confeiTed,  which  was,  that  within  the  period  of  twcnty- 
feven  years  the  demife  of  the  Crown  to  the  Prince,  and  the  demHe 
of  the  Prince  himfelf,  might  both  happen.    In  that  cafe  it  would 
be  impolTible  to  make  any  charge  on  the  hereditary  revenues ;  and 
he  (hould  then  propofe  that  a  burden  of  25,000!.  a  year  (hould  be 
impofcd  on  the  confolidated  fimd. — He  had  epdeavoured  to  apply 
the  principle  which  he  had  already  ftated  as  well  as  he  could,  namely, 
that  of  maintaining  the  fplendour  of  his  Royal  Righncfs,  and  ot 
guarding  againft  fuch  an  evil  as  this  in  future ;  it  was  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  jtidge  whether  it  was  a  right  one,  and  whether  thefe  pro- 
vifions  (hould  be  made  at  all,  and  he  hoped  they  would  take  it  into 
their  moft  ferious  confideration  ;  but  if  any  gentleman  had  any  odicr 
plan  to  offer  that  would  accomplith  the  end  better,  he  ihould  be  glad 
to  (ic-ir  it.    Put  without  providing  for  thefc  debts,  fo  as  to  make  it 
i.r^potTible  for  tiiem  to  increafc,  all  the  wiih^.^^^^jfj^gfefgig'^ 
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be  diiappointtd.    Without  ftating  fomething  of  this  kind  he  could 
not  cxped  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfc  in  what  he  had  to  propofc. 
He  wt>uld  go  farther ;  he  would  admit  that,  the  proper  application  of 
the  income  (hould  be  provided  for  in  the  moft  rigid  manner ;  for 
the  Houfe  could  not,  after  what  had  happened,  be  cxpc^S!ed  to  reft 
on.  any  general  aflurances.    There  were  two  general  heads  to  be 
attended  to  in  this  ^afe.    The  one  was  the  faithful  pundluaLpay- 
mcnt  of  the  debt  already  contradcd.    The  other,  that  no  &rther 
debt  (hould  be  contradcd:  tlic  latter  of  which  was  to  be  guarded 
againfl,  by  making  it  impcffible  for  fuch  credit  to  be  obtained  again. 
With  this  view  he  fliould  proj^fe  to  infert  in  th?  bill  a  claufe  pf 
the  lame  nature  as  that  which  was  infif  rted  in  that  excellent  and  me- 
morable a6l  which  ^^^as  framed  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Burke j  who  unfortunately  was  not  now  a  Member  of  that 
Houfe — Tliat  it  (hould  be  impoffiblc  for  any  part  of  the  expenditure 
to  exceed  the  eitimatc — That  no  arrear  (hould,  under  any  pretence, 
go  beyond  the  quarter—That  debts  not  claimed  then  (hould  wholly 
lapfe — That  debts  thus  claimed  (hould  be  pundually  paid,  but  no 
other.   Thefe  points  being  fettled,  he  (hould^propofe,  that  Carlton- 
houfe  Ihculd  be  invcfted  in  the  Crovi'D  for  ever,  and  the  furnituie 
be  deemed,  under  the  legal  phrafe,  to  pafs  as  hcirs-loom.— Finally, 
that  no  foit  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  (halFbe  inOituted  againil  his 
Royal  Htghnefs ;  but  againft  his  officers,,  who  (hall  be  rcfponfible 
fcr  the  power  and  authority  which  they  (hall  have  in  the  conduit 
and  management  of  his  affairs.    He  confidered  it  to  be  an  eflfcntial 
part  of  their  prefent  objeifV,  that,  when  this  bufinefs  was  arranged, 
no  fuch  fubjedt  (hould  ever  come  for  difcuiTion  again,  for  he  conli- 
dertd  it  to  be  a  painful,  as  well  as  an  anxious  difcuflion.  Nothing 
Ihort  of  this  would  go  the  length  which  the  Public  had  a  right  to  ex- 
fc&  from  that  Houfe,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  fatisiy  its  conlfitueius. 
He  felt  this  impreflion  with  double  weight  from  his  duty,  as 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  frpm  the  fituation  in  which  he  flood  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  in  both  which  characters  he  wilbed 
neither  to  add  unneccflTarily  to  the  burdens  of  the  Public,  nor  ncglcft 
to  bring  forward  a  meafure  in  which  their  intere(ts  and  happinefs 
were  fo  materially  connected.    It  was^  his  wi(h,  while  he  fatisfied 
the  feelings  of  the  Prince^  to  fatisfy  likewife  the  feelings  of  the 
country,  and  thofe  which  were  more  immediately  connected  with 
his  own  fituation.    Thefe  were  the  principles  on  which  he  had 
endeavoured  to  diredt  his  conduct,  and  having  given  this  ftatcment 
and  this  explanatbn>  he  did  not  mean  to  detain  the  Committ^x  any 
faither>  bocaufe  it  was  not  his  Intention  to  prefs,  on  the  pu  ilnt  oq- 
cafion,  any  motion  on  the  fubjcft  of  die  Prince's  4i^||c3byQM)gfe 
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fent  decilion  related  direfUy  to  the  eAabliihment  of  his  Royal  (li^- 
,  nefs  and  to  the  jointure  of  the  Princefs,  and  he  was  not  airae  it  was 
necefiary  for  him  to  fay  any  more  than  to  exprefs  his  readinefs  to  ex- 
plain any  thing  that  he  might  have  left  impcrfaft;  if  called  upon  to 
do  fo.  He  wiihedy  however,  to  learn  whether  the  Houfe  defired 
•that  there  ihould  be  a  Secret  Committee  to  examine  the  debts,  or 
that  they  would  leave  the  whole  matter  to  be  finally  fettled  under  a 
legiflative  provUion.  He  then  moved,  "  That  His  Majefty  be  en- 
abled  to  appropriate  65,0001.  annually,  from  the  i  oth  of  Oflobcr, 
•1794,  towards  providing  for  the  cllablilhment  of  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs  the  Prince  of  Wiles." 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  had  on  a  former  evening  occafion  to 
'  remark  the  painful  (enfations  with  which  he  entered  upon  this  fiib- 
']€& ;  he  would  not  however  (hrink  from  the  difcharge.of  a  duty, 
^  however  painfttl.    There  ^ould  be  in  that  Houfe  but  one  wi(h,  to 
'make  a  fuitable  and  liberal  provifion  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales.    There  might  farther  be  a  hope  and  wtih,  by  li- 
berality and  indulgence  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  conciliate  his  feel- 
ings, to  infpire  him  with  afle6tion  and  confidence,  and  cement  Ac 
bond  of  union  between  him  and  Aat  people,  whom  at  a  future  pe- 
riod he  might  be  called  to  govern.    But  there  was  a  mate  fcvcrc 
duty,  which  the  nature  of  the  occafion  impofed  in  . a  time  of  unpa- 
ralleled diftrefs,  Tuch  as  the  prefent*    It  was  a  duty  which  they 
owed  to  the  Prince  himfclf,  to  teach  him,  if  reflection  had  not  tau|^t 
him,  that  as  his  family  were  chofen  to  the  Throne  fiwr  the  good  of 
the  people,  \o  that  his  lituation  was  created  not  merely  jfor  luxury 
and  indulgence,  but  in  fubferviencc  to  that  great  end ;  and  that 
•though  they  were  boujid  in  turn  to  confult  his  comfort  and  enjoyment, 
that  the  obligation  on  their  part  ccafed,  if  thefc  became  his  folc  ob- 
je&s  ;  and  that  in  confequencc  of  the  provifion  made  for  the  fupport 
/iof  his  rank,  thoufands  ought  to  blefs  his  munificence  and  bounty 
not  to  lament  his  extravag:mce  and  folly.    He  did  not  mean  oothc 
prefent  occafion  to  charge  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
with  having  done  any  thing  which  his  duty  did  not  require.  The 
difcuflTion  v^as  attended  with  hardfliips  to  both  pardes.  On  the  oik 
hand  it  was  not  defirable  for  the  Miniftcr,  after  having  repeatcdljr 
called  upon  the  people  in  the  courfcof  the  fcflion,  to  contribute  t» 
fuch  an  extent  to  the  fupport  of  the  war,  to  bring  forward  any  Mh 
burdens.    Neither  was  it  defirable  for  thofc  who  had  uniforndy  xi^ 
pofed  his  meafurcs,  by  concurring  in  the  prcfent  modon,  to  fluttcin 
the  unpopularity  which  muft  inevitably  attend  fuch  a  propoBdon. 
On  the  other  hand  he  was  fully  aware  that  by  any  oppofition,.  tbcf 
fubjeaed  themfclves  to  the  unpleafant  confequgpf3gdqf@^«§l#^ 
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fcntation,  which  would  be  fo  eagerly  circulated  through  all  the  chan- 
nels of  courtly  influence.    He  was  however  determined  to  fpeak 
j^'nly ;  if  he  (hould  befo  Unfortunate  as  to  create  offence^  he  would 
f    at  Icaft  have  the  confolation  to  have  done  his  duty. 

He  could  have  wiflied  that  the  light  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  in  bringing  forward  his  motion,  had  avoided  any  of  the  topics 
which  had  been  employed  to  inflame  divifion  of  fentiment  in  that  * 
Hoafe.    It  had  been  too  much  the  faftiion  of  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  reprefcnt  thofe  who  .differed  from  him  in  opinion,  as 
not  friends  to  the  fplendor  and  dignity  of  the  Monarchy.    He  was 
as  finccre  a  friend  to  the  real  fplendor  and  dignity  of  the  Monarcliy, 
though  he  might  be  a  lefs  pleafing  one,  as  any  flippery  fycophant  of 
a  Court.    That  the  Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  fiavc  an  eftablifh- 
ment  on  the  prefent  occafion,  there  was  no  doubt ;  there  was  no 
doubt  alio  that  the  people  would  grant  it ;  but  the  ftabilicy  of  t!ie 
I    Monarchy  of  the  country  depended  not  upon  eftabliChmenrs  ^  nnd 
there  might  occur  occaiions,  in  which,  to  rclinquilh  them,  woujd 
be  attended  with  more  real  dignity,  than  could  be  derived  from  the 
I    utmoft  fplendor  of  expcnce.    I1I  coming  to  the  confideration  of  the 
prefent  quedion,  which  neceffarily  involved  the  debts,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  imitate  the  example  of  the  right  hoaourable  gentleman,  and 
to  confidcr  abftradly  what  income,  under  the  prefent  circumftanccs, 
it  would  be  fuitable  to  grant  to  a  Prince  of  Wales.    The  right  ha- 
nouiablc  gentleman  had  referred  to  former  inftanccs.    He  had 
flatcd  that  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had  been  granted  to  the  great 
gnmdfether  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  that  the  fame  fum  had 
been  allowed  to  his  grandfather,  with  the  addition  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall.    He  thence  inferred  that  no  lefs  an  addition  than 
what  he  had  now  propofed  would  be  necefTary,  in  order  to  make 
the  income  equal  to  what  it  was  at  thofe  former  periods.    He  had 
afljcd  if  there  was  any  pcrfon  in  private  life,  whofe  increafe  of  ex- 
pence  would  not  be  found  greatly  to  exceed  that  calculation.  To 
adopt  his  own  inllance  of  a  perfon  in  private  life,  as  applicable  to 
the  prefent  cafe,  that  pcrfon,  in  apportioning  the  rate  of  his  expence, 
muft  conlider  alio  the  nieans  from  which  it  Was  to  be  drawn.  If 
;   Ac  cftatc,  which  was  the  fource  of  his  income,  was  burdened  with 
I   debt,  a  confequcnt  .neceflity  muft  arife  for  a  curtailment  of  his  ex- 
I    poKC.    It  was  to  be  confidcred,  whether  when  the  country  had  » 
I   beoi  groaning  under  the  accumulated  corruptions  of  a  century,  dur« 
I    iqg  which  it  had  been  oppreffed  by  wars,  undertaken  from  the 
I    weahiefr  or  wickednefs  of  Minifters  ;  and  now,  when  it  was  cn- 
in  a  conteft,  of  which  it  was  neither  poffibte  to  calculate  the 
txtm  nor,  the  end,  it  would  be  proper  to  exceed  *tg.  jQjipy^g)^!^ 
Vol.  XU*  Kr     '  ^ 
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fion  of  former  periods.    A  habit  of  cxpence  had  lately  Seen  creaieA, 
dnd  had  grown  up'  to  a  moft  alarnning  height,  among  all  orders  of 
fociety.    Was  it  fitting  that  the  Legiflature  fliould  fet  an  exampte 
of  encouraging  a  habit  which  threatened  the  moft  pernicious  confc- 
qucnccs,  and  even  the  fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  fincc  it 
fcemed  more  arid  more  to  be  bringing  this  country  into  a  refeHiblancef 
to  what  had  been  the  fituation  of  France,  previous  to  the  aera  df  the 
revolution  ?  It  was  this  habit  which  annihilated  the  independence 
of  the  rich,  and  aggravated  the  miferies  of  the  poor.  Wsis  it  fitting 
that  the  Legiflature  itfelf,  whofe  independence  was  endangered, 
fhould  encourage  fuch  a  fyftem  of  extravagance  r  The  imminence  ! 
of  the  danger,  and  the  ftriking  example  exhibited  of  its  effeflEs  in 
another  country,  ought,  if  any  thing,  to  inculcate  a  Icffon  of  the 
neccflity  of  moderation  in  the  prefent  moment.    The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  dated  that  Geoi^ge  II.  when  Prihce  of  Wales,  erf- 
joyed  an  income  of  a  hundred  thoufiJnd  pounds,  without  any  reve- 
nue from  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  his  fon  a  hundred  thoufimd 
in  addition  to  the  fumi  ariflng  from  the  Dutchy.    But  it  was  to  be 
recoH^ftcd  that  the  eftabKflimcnt  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wajes,  for 
feveral  years  after  his  marriage,  amounted  to  no  ifiore  than  fifty 
thoafand  pounds ;  that  if  ^as  not  increafed  till  his  family  had  grown 
up,  and  that  no  application  was  at  any  time  made  to  ParlianMnt 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts.    He  woald  alk  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  whether  he  had  always  adhered  to  the  fame  fcale  of  cal« 
*culatiAtt,  and  whether,  if  he  had,  he  Would  not  have  propof^bda 
larger  income  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  the  firft  ihftance.    He  dc- 
fired  him  to  compare  his  prcfertt  ftatemehts  with  his  fomicr  condii6t| 
wherever  a  fimiiar  qucftion  had  been  agi^at^d.    The  iriconie  firft  - 
granted  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  50,0001.  vrfrich  including  th€ 
incomeof  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  amounted  to  a  film  oSF  63,600!. 
Afterwards  ifrhcn  the  debts  were  dlfchatjged,  ahd  sih  adcfitifiW  flf 
10,000].  made  te  his  income,  die  right  hbhourable  gentleman 
itated  that  his  income  was  how  f>  ample  as  to  put  out  of  all  dioM 
his  capacity  for  n«untaining  an  ^blifhment  fuitable  to  hh  tsxik*  I 
And  yet,  diough  the  accbunts  on  the  table  relative  to  the  n^feflSttt 
increafeof  cxpcnces  did  tioi  exceed  twelve  th6ufand  pounds,  hi 
pxopofed  an  addition  to  his  eftablifhmcnt  of  not  lefs  Olah 
thoufand  pounds.   Taking  all  thcfe  circumftslnces  together,  he  con^ 
fidered  this  to  be  a  fum  out  of  all  propoftibh',  and  more  diaili  M  ] 
Houfe  ought  to  grarit  under  (he  prefent  dtcoiAftaiicdf.  It  wat  tMl* 
fore  his  intention  to  propofe,  Aat,  inftead  of  fiity-five,  (Mf  f^, 
thouiand  pounds  Ihould  be  added  to  his  prefent  It** 
(HigiittUy  hift  uKonaon  to  have  propofed  diat  hlig^%sts^p^ 
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imount  only  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  but  as  his  grandfather 
bad  been  (bted  to  have  enjoyed  this  fum  in  addition  to  the  revenue 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  was  willing,  in  thepkfcnt  inftancd, 
to  go  all  the  length  of  the  liberality  of  former  times.  To  the  article 
of  marriage  expcnces  he  had  no  obje<3ion,  he  only  hoped  that  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  ftatcd  fuch  a  fum  to  have  been  ex- 
pended, he  would  likcwife  flicw  that  fuch,  a  demand  had  been  ufual 
«n  former  occadons.    As  to  the  incumbrances  of  his  Royal  Highnefs, 

j  when  he  rccolled^cd  *^hc  part  which  he  had  taken  with  rcfpeA  to  a  fi- 
inilar  application,  he  found  it  more  particularly  neccffary  to  come 
decidedly  forward  with  an  avowal  of  his  fentiments.  When  he  ad- 
verted to  w  hat  had  taljen  place  on  the  former  occafion,  he  felt  him- 
felf  compelled  to  refill  the  fmalleft  claim  that  might  be  made  in  the 
prefent  indance.  If  a  fum  had  been  accumulated  out  of  the  favings 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  dilring  the  minority  of  the  Prince,  if  a 
refburce  could  be  prefented  by  a  rcduftion  of  thofe  trappings  of  ftatc, 
which  incumbered  monarchy  without  adorning  it,  or  laftly,  if  any 
aid  could  be  derived  from  thofe  great  favings,  which  during  the  in- 
difpolition  of  an  illuftrious  pcrfonage,  were  reprefented  as  having 
taken  place  during  the  prefent  reign,  he  was  aftoniflied  that  any  ap- 
plicadon  ihould  be  made  to  Parliament  at  the  prefent  time,  and  urt- 
der  the  prefent  circumftances,  which  contained  the  fmalleft  reference 
to  thofe  incumbrances.  The  very  line  which  the  right  honourable  . 
Sendeman  had  pointed  out  as  the  lead  confident  with  the  dignity  and 
jxrficy  of  the  Legiflaturc,  was  that  very  line  which  he  felt  himfelf 
compelled  to  take,  namely,  from  difapprobation  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  debts  bad  been  contraAed,  to  make  no  provifion  for  them 
at  all.  This  was  the  only  mode  which  he  conceived  would  operate 
as  an  eficiSual  preventive  againd  the  repetition  of  fimilar  demands* 
He  here  defired  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  confider  how  far 

\  his  propofition  would  give  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  a  large  and  mag- 
nificent income.  By  his  mode  of  ftatement,  he  taught  the  Prince 
to  believe,  that  a  fum  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand  pounds 
was  no  nK>re  than  was  neccflfary  for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  an  eftab- 
Hflunent  as  he  ought  to  have.  While  it  was  propofed  to  apply  a 
confiderable  part  of  his  income  to -the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  ha4 
■ny  dring  been  done  to  diminifli  the  fcale  of  his  expenditure  ?  What 
then  was  the  effeft  of  this  conduA,  but  to  hold  out  an  encouragement, 
or  provide  an  excufe,  for  the  incurring  of  new  debts  ?  On  the  other 
hmd,  tjic  highcft  regard  had  been  profcffed  for  die  dignity  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs.  How  far,  he  would  afk,  was  his  dignity  con^ 
fulted  by  Ac  mode  propofed  to  be  adopted  by  the  right  honourable 
gentienani  What  could  be  more  degrading  to  a  Prince,  than  to'gcP 
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•  him  down  in  the  manner  which  had  been  fu^eded ;  than  to  (ay, 
that  we  cannot  truA  him,  and  that  we  mufl  compel. him  to  do  jof- 
tice  by  the  ftricieft  regulations  ?  He*  had  si  very  different  view  of 
the  fubjcfb.  He  confidered  that  the  bcft  dignity,  and  the  trucft 
greatnefs,  was  that  which  was  founded  upon  integrity  of  chaia^br^ 
without  which  no  refpeS  for  rank  or  Ration  would  long  avail.  The 
beft  means  then,  which  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  oottM  pur&e, 
was  to  grant  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  w^tever  income  they  m^t 
think  fuitable,  and  to  niark  their  dlfapprobation  of  the  debts  hj  a 
direct  refufal  to  enter  into  any  difcuflion  on  the  fubjedt.  The  ri^t 
honourable  gentleman  had  dated  the  inconvenience  to  which  Ac 
Prince  of  Wales  would  be  fubjedl  by  fuch  a  decifion  on  Ae  part  of 
the  L^flaturc.  He  was  fenfible  of  the  inconvenience,  but  he  la- 
mented, along  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  had 
only  a  choice  of  evils.  Unfortunately  -  he  could  not  fee. the  Prince 
of  Wales  in  that  fituation  of  rank  and  dignity^  which  belonged  to 
him.  He  had  then  only  to  look  to  that  which  was  the  next  bcft, 
to  fee  him  in  the  fituation  of  lamenting  his  errors,  and  making  the 
beft  preparation  which  he  could  for  the  liquidation  of  his  debts. 
Would  any  man  tell  him  that  if  tlie  Prince  of  Wales  were  to  retire 
to  a  fituation,  where  he  might  qualify  himfelf  by  refledion  for  the 
duties  of  his  future  ftation,  after  having  made  a  compofition  with 
his  creditors,  who,  no  doubt,  would  be  fatisfied  with  cafy  temis, 
that  there  would  not  ftill,  out  of  the  income  which  he  propofed,  be 
left  a  fuflicient  provifion  for  the  cafe  and  comfort  of  two  perfons, 
who  had  other  refources  to  which  thcV  might  look  ?  But  it  was 
urged,  that  the  fupport  of  the  Monarchy  was  interefted  in  the  J)n>- 
vifion  now  to  be  made,  and  that  whatever  was  given,  was  given 
for  public  purpofes.'  He  granted  that  fuch  was  the  cafe  with  rc- 
fpeS  to  whatever  was  given  for  the  purpofe  of  real  and  ufeful  fpkn- 
dor,  but  expreffed  his  fears,  that  of  the  debts  fubmittcd  to  t|ic 

.  Secret  Committee,  there  perhaps  might  not  be  one,  which  ought  not 
to  furnifli  to  the  Houfe  a  fubjc<5l  of  regret.  He  here  adverted  ro 
an  allufion  that  had  been  made  on  a  former  evening  to  what  had 
taken  place  in  France,  and  to  the  cy\h  which  had  there  arifen  from 
that  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  PrirKes,  which  Ihockcd  tbc 
feelings  of  the  people,  while  it  infi4ted  their  diftrcffes.  He  con- 
cluded with  moving.  That  infiead  of  65,000!.  an  additional  fum 
of  4o,oool.  fhould  be  granted  to  \iis  {loya}  Highnefs. 
'  Mr.  MONTAGU  confidered  the  quelUon  to  be  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  and  exhorted  the  Houfe  to  a6i  gravely  and  deliberately. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  intereftof  the  Public  was  materially  con- 
nefted  with  the  prefcrvation  of  the  ch?iY^StcT,^^;pl^Sg!^(^^  the 
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Ci^wn  and  the  Royal  family,  and  thought  that  eveiy  ftq>  (hould 
be  taken  to  fupport  the  proper  fplendour  and  dignity  of  the  heir  ap- 
parent. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  fidd,  that  he  felt  his  prcfcnt  fituation  doubly 
painful,  as  he  was  under  ,the  neceflity  of  difFering  from  bis  honout* 
able  finendy  whom  he  highly  refpeAed,  with  refpe<Sl  to  the  amend* 
nent  which  he  bad  made,  and  of  fupporting  die  original  motion. 
That  motion,  he  conceived,  to  include  every  advantage  which  could 
be  derived  from  the  prcfent  difcuffion.  With  refpe4a:  to  the  amend- 
ment of  his  honourable  friend,  it  muft  cither  put  the  Prince  in  the 
fituation  of  incurring  new  debts,  or  be  followed  up  with  a  bill  to 
exile  him  fvom  the  metropolis,  and  expel  him  from  Carlton  Houfe. 
The  queftion  then  was,  whether  or  not  it  was  neceflfaiy  that  his 
Royal  Higbnefs,  in  the  fituation  in  which  he  flood,  ihould  preferve 
an  imercourfe  with  different  ranks  of  people.  He  ti^as  fcnfible^ 
dut  the  buiinefs  was  highly  unpopular.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  not  been  able  to  bring  it  forward  without  exprefTmg  thofe 
feelings  of  r^ret,.  and  even  difapprobation,  which  he  felt  on  the 
oocafion.  The  income  now  propofcd  was  to  be  granted,  not  from 
any  confiderations  perfonal  to  his  Royal  Higbnefs,  but  from  loyalty 
to  his  illuftrious  Houfe,  from  gratitude  for  the  fervices,  which  they 
had  performed  to  the  country,  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution, 
which  had  fo  long  .floiiriihed  under  an  hereditary  monarchy.  Bafe 
and  unprincipled  muft  that  fycophant  be,  who  would  poifon  the  ear 
of  his  Royal  Higbnefs  with  an  iniinuation  that  he  has  any  right  to 
fquander  the  money  of  the  people  of  England  for  any  purpofe,  how- 
ever idle,  fantaftic,  and  extravagant.  He  could  not,  however, 
admit  all  the  blame,  which  had  been  attached  to  this  accumulation 
of  debt.  Part  of  the  evil  refulted  from  an  ill-judged  parfimony  in 
the  firft  inftancc.  When  the  income  of  the  Prince  was  only  fifty 
thouiand  pounds  they  paid  his  debts  ;  from  the  eftimate  of  which 
tfacy  might  perceive  that  he  was  then  fpending  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  yet,  notwithftanding,  they  granted  him  only  an  income  of 
fixly  thouiand  pounds,  thus  leaving  him  with  the  certainty  of  con- 
tra£ling  a  freih  debt  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  Thofe 
who  bad  once  got  into  the  habit  of  incurring  debt,  felt  bow 
cafy  it  was  to  fupply,  by  their  credit,  the  deficiency  of  their 
finances,  and  were  more  and  more  inclined  to  plunge  into  the 
vortex,  a  maxim,  for  the  truth  of  which  be  appealed  to  many 
who  were  prefent,  and  qualified  to  decide  on  the  point  from  their 
own  experience.  Mr.  Lambton  here  referred  to  an  allufion  that  had 
been  madeon  a  former  day  to  the. extravagance  of  the  French  Princes. 
None,  he  ISud,  who  had  been  prefent  at  thp  C©iiiledQ^Q?€rfii^, 
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irpuld  ha^ve  conceived  that  there  oiifted  &e  fmalled  d^rfse  of  cmi* 
fonfofi^        here  quoted  the  example  o(.  the  Count  d'AftoU^  who 

accuftomed  every  night  to  ftake  thouiands  on  the  fortune  fjS  a 
die;  who.^nt  enormous  f^iDS  in  dccors^ing  a  {mull  ap^rti&ent^ 
^  kept  yp9  thioug^  the  whole  of  his  cxpondttuiCp  the  igme  ^ 
p(  pfofuAon.    As  wll  mi^  they  compajre  the  JFrenc^  MimftcTy 

Caloi^ie,  who  had  been  but  too  eafy  in  epnnplyif^g  witb  the  de- 
Hiands  pf  the  Prijic^s,  to  the  prefent  Miniftef#  ^'ho  had»  in  bis 
o^ion^  performed  a  difficult  duty  in  a  manner  vbtch  did  hiis  ho- 
nour.   He  had  done  all  in  his  pewer  t*  eg^rii^iutje  the  prince  from 
his  difS^ulties,  at  the  fame  time  ftatipg 'm  the  ftrongcft  aianoer  bis 
difappiobation  of  his  condud.    If  it  were  true  dxat  the  eiotniv^giBee 
(of  the  Court  of  Fraace  had  brou^t  on  the  difafters  of  that  uximfff 
country,  be  thought  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Houiie  to  endeavoof 
lo  extricate  the  Prince  from  his  ,difficuities>  and  prevent  Ae  poffi- 
btlity  of  his  runnii>g  into  the  fame  enor.    JHe  ws  of  opiniDn,  that 
^e  intereft  of  the  coutitry  was  coraieSed  with  the  ^pkndour  of  Ac 
4&onarchy  and  the  family.    If  it  was  wi(hed  to  keep  up  the 
RKxiarehy  in  the  country,  he  thouglit  the  fplendoor  and  digivty 
Aould  alfo  be  maintainedi  left  the  monarchy  ibould  be  reduced 
0  a  nullity*   Mc  ftated  how  the  oeconomic  Government  of  Ame- 
rica waif  peculiarly  fitted  to  the  foil  where  it  originated^  and  did  not 
^all  3(^ly  to  this  country.    In  America  at  the  period  of  its  revo- 
hition  there  exifted  00  hqreditajy  atiftocraeyy  and  HI  the  da&s  of 
focicty  were  nearly  upon  a  level.    At  fome  period  or  other  Ac 
bui;dens  of  the  Prinoe  muft  fall  on  die  Puhlicy  for  when  he  came 
Id  the  Crown,  his  iirft  objcSt  would  naturally  be  the  difchaiiBe  ni 
A^fe  debts.    If  it  could  be  fuppofed  that  it  was  poffible  to  eodea- 
your  to  prevent  this,  the  con&quenpe  would  be  violent  convuUioi» 
10  the  State,  which  might  even  ruin  the  Conftitudon.    He  wiflicd 
it  the  fame  time  to  obtain  fomething  for  the  people ;  he  hoped  that 
ji  bill  would  be  brought  in  to  abolifli,  as  far  as  poCfible,  the  undue 
in^uence  .which  large  cdabliihments  neceifarily  introduced  into  Ac 
tcgillature.    Of  the  three  branches  oompofing  the  State,  he  had 
no  hefitadon  in  faying,  that  he  preferred  the  democratic  branch,  as 
d^t  which  held  in  its  hands  the  intereft  and  happinels  of  .the  com- 
munity,  yet  he  would  not  wifh  to  redrain  the  juft  pnerpgativc  of 
the  Crown.    He  diou^t  that  the  Princefs  of  Wales  ou^  to  be 
confidered  on  the  prefent  occafion.    He  Ihould  think  it  would  be 
inconfiilent  with  Bridfh  genevofity  that  flie  ihould  be  expo&d  to  Ac 
taunts  of  creditors ;  it  was  more  hoilouraUe  to  them  to  affi>fd  her, 
after  fhc  had  been  invited  over,  the  nieans  of  living  in  rflufiocc 
and  cafe.    He  concludod  with  Aying,  thaat  ^zMw^^^ 
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tsddng  the  popular  IMe  of  die  que(tion>  afid  declaring  th^t  he  ha4 
Biter  t€tcd  fibni  a  mfh  to  obtain  poJ)ularity,  but  from  the  didlateil 
of  hiseonfdence.    On  the  queftion  of  reform  he  had  voted,  not  t0 
^cjlfc  the  pcoJ)lc,  but  becauie  he  thought  the  fide  he  adopted  wa» 
fat  the  good  of  the  State.    The  fame  confiderarions  ltd  hinrt  at  pre^ 
fent  to  vote  for  the  original  motion,  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  only  oM 
ttnfiftcfit  with  the  permanent  intereft  of  the  people.    In  the  agifii- 
fion  of  the  prcfcnt  queftioh  all  appeals  to  the  feelings  were  dcprecat* 
fd,  and  however  anxious  he  mi^t  be  to  join  in  that  depret^atioft^ 
he  cflfcild  not  fo  far  forego  what  he  felt  on  this  occafion  as  to  put  one 
cucamflanee  entirely  out  of  the  queftion,  he  meant  the  confort  of  hh 
Rojfri  Highnefs.    This  amiable  Princefs  had  been  invited  to  this 
atertiy ;  this  union  was  agfeed  to  by  the  parents  of  both,  and  the 
connhry  univerfally  approved  of  that  union ;  how  then  muft  that 
RooTe  and  the  country  feel  ibr  the  fituation  of  diat  anriable  Prindds, 
iHk)  inftead  of  participating  in  that  rank  and  fplendour  which  her 
<Hgniiy  and  fituation  taught  her  to  expeift,  to  be  left  in  penury  and 
obfcurity ;  and  to  have  the  feelings  of  her  Royal  fpoufe  wounded 
bjr  the  daims  of  his  creditors.    The  right  honourable  gcntlemafi 
ittd  brought  forward  this  bufiriefs  without  any  difguife,  he  had 
ftwcd  the  circumftances  with  great  accuracy,  and  he  was  perfuaded* 
the  Comnn&ttee  was  much  obliged  to  him,  for  the  detail  of  it  wHi 
no  (kmbt  a  painful  talk,  but  his  duty  and  fituatioh  Taid  him  under' 
it.  In  feying.  this,  he  had  only  afled  up  to  his  duty.    When  he 
joitttd  in  k  vote  for  a  reform  in  Parliament,  he  was  aftuatcd  by 
the  feme  fentiments,  a  finoere  love  for  the  conftitution,  becaufe  he 
thwgjit  it  would  tend  to  remove  that  mafs  of  corruption  which 
1*1  berti  accumulated  during  the  prefent  century.    He  no¥r  offeted 
Wmftlf  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  queftion,  becaufe  'he  thought  It 
rfehHil  to  the  exiftcncc  of  limited  monarchy.    He  neither  fought 
for  popularity  from  the  one  nor  die  other.    He  was  rt6t  one  of 
tWc  flippeiy  court  fycophants  alluded  to  by  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Grey)  oil  fuch  an  occafion.  He  rccolledted  the  fehtitrieftt  Of 
«ft  eminent  republican  writer,  "  I  am  not  dattlcd  with  the  trap^ 
P«p  of  a  court,  hor  biatfdd  by  the  afFcftions  irf  a  Prince."  He 
*«?^t  it  ^ould  be  denJgatory  in  the  laft  degree  to  the  digniQr  of 
*  Prirtee,  to  thlhk  of  a  coitipofitton  with  his  creditor,  ^hefi  tb* 
I^n  propofcd  was  adequate  to  the  dignity  of  hi^r  efiabliftiment,^  ind 
^  *c  fame  time  led  to  the  gradual  liqulcfation  of  his  dt\  ts. 
Mt.  CURWEN  faid.  Sit,  if  the  hohbofnble  gtntletifeft  whd  h* 
had  been  prefent  on  a  former  day*s  dbbarc,  to  which 
fas  alluded,  he  would  have  known  thit  t  neither  did,  or  was  it 
^  my  ihfenion,  to  dra^v  a  comparifoh  tfctwecn  thi  Royal  ptr8^^ 
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fonagcs  h6  has  named  ;  I  then  faid  what  I  AiU  think,  that  the 
vifli  expenditure  of  public  money  by  the  Rojral  Family  of  France, 
loft  them  the  affedions  of  the  people,  and  led  the  way  to  all  die 
calamities  which  have  fince  befallen  that  unhappy  country.  The 
example  of  France  being  quoted  to  us  on  all  occafions,  I  cannot  but 
regret  the  confequences  which  produced  that  revoluti(xi  fccm  fo  little 
attended  to.    If  they  had,  Sir,  weihould  not  have  been  under  the 
xieceflity  of  difcuffing  the  prcfent  queftion,  and  one  more  pregnant 
With  mifchief  was  never  brought  forward  ;  and  of  tliis  opinion,  Aerc 
are  few  cither  in  or  out  of  this  Houfe  who  are  not  agreed.    I  can 
view  the  queftion  in  no  other  light,  than  as  it  afFe£b  the  happincis 
and  fafety  of  the  country.    It  docs  not  enter  my  mind  to  confidcr 
the  perfon  or  his  condu6i:,  nor  matters  it  whether  one  Prince  la- 
vi(hcd  thoufands  in  building  a  fummer  houfe, '  or  the  other  iquan- 
dered  them  on  the  plains  of  Newmarket.    I  wifli  to  fee  adopted 
fuch  meafures  as  may  avoid  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  lofs  of  the 
public  opinion  and  affedion,  fo  clofcly  conncdlod  with  Monarchy. 
Sir,  I  can  neither  agree  to  the  plan  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, nor  with  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman  near 
nie  i  fuch  is  the  dilemma  we  are  involved  in,  that  we  have  only 
the  choice  of  difficulties.    Numberlefs  are  the  objeftions  to  evcnr 
expedient  I  have  yet  heard  pr^fcd  ;  I  cannot  but  heartily^  depre- 
cate the  right  lionourable  gentleman,  who  fo  folemnly  pledged  the 
Royal  wordy  and  has  been  fo  fhamefully  inattentive  in  looking  to 
the  obfervance  of  it ;  had  he  done  his  duty,  a  remedy  might  have 
been  applied,  and  means  faund  to  have  extricated  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  out  of  his  difficulties,  without  impofing  frefti  burdens  on  the 
Public,  or  cxpofing  his  Royal  Highnefs's  charadler.    Sir,  that  the 
country  are  difinclincd,  diffatisfied,  and  unwilling  to  be  charged 
with  one  penny  of  the  Prince's  debts,  will  not  be  denied ;  that  a 
more  unfavourable  moment  than  the  prcfe.nt  for  bringing  forward 
fuch  a  chai]gc,  could  not  have  been  found,  labouring  as  the  country 
is  under  fuch  accumulated  diftreffes  ;  on  the  other  hand,  by  rcfii- 
iing  to  extricate  his  Royal  Highnefs,  you  fubjedt  him  to  infults 
which  may  leffen  and  difgrace  Royalty  in  the  opinion  of  the  People, 
and  produce  mtfchiefs  of  the  moft  dangerous  kind.    The  momentary 
diffatisfadiion  of  the  People,  from  the  paytnent  of  the  debts,  weighs 
Ids  with  me,  than  the  confequences  which  may  rcfult  from  conti- 
nuing his  Royal  Highnefs  in  his  prefent  embarrafted  fuuation  ;  and 
I^truft,  after  the  firft  fullnefs  of  refentment  is  over  and  forgotten, 
the  country  will  fee  it  in  a  different  point  of  view.    I  am,  there- 
fore, Sir,  for  the  payment  of  the  Prince's  debts,  and  (hall  vote  fa 
larger  fum,  with  a  view  of  forming  fi;ch  a)§iiiil^^3illid>g4eo»>' 
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in  a  rcafonable  time  liquidate  the  debt.    With  this  view,  fliould 
the  larger  fum  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe,  I  (hall  move,  in  fome 
fubfcquent  ftage  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  fixty-fivc  thoufand 
pounds,  and  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  be  applied  to  the  liquidation 
of  the  Prince's  debts  ;  on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  facrlficcs  nnuft  and 
ought  to  be  made  ;  his  Royal  Highnefs  ought  to  relinquifli  his 
Court,  and  retire  for  a  feafon  into  privacy,  there  to  regain  the  good 
opinion  and  regard  of  the  people :  little,  indeed,  is  the  facrifice, 
when  compared  with  that  which  will  be  obtained.    The  intercft 
of  the  Prince  and  the  People  are  the  fame  ;  as  he  acquires  the  af- 
fe6Kons  of  the  people,  they  gain  fecurity  ;  for  without  the  alTcflions 
of  the  people,  no  Government  is  fecure.    I  approve  of  the  com- 
miflion  to  inquire  into,  and  fettle  the  debts ;  I  wi(h  a  veil  to  be 
thrown  over  them,  and  that  the  future  condudl  of  his  Royal  High* 
ncfs  may  make  us  foi^get  the  pad.    I  cannot  conceive  how  Royalty 
can  in  any  refpcQ  be  injured  by  fuch  a  proceeding  ;  on  a  large  cal- 
culation, not  one- thirteenth  part  of  the  nation  can  receive  any  gra- 
tificadon  from  the  Princ6*s  Court ;  but  I  am  fenfiblc  the  relinqui(h- 
ment  of  it  would  be  felt  and  acknowledged  by  every  fubjed  in  tlie 
kingdom.    No  country  furely  ever  afforded  fuch  an  inftance  of 
what  perfonal  virtue  and  integrity  can  effe6^.    View  this  reign, 
commencing  with  an  attack  u\yon  the  right  of  eleiSions,  and  pro- 
ceeding, from  ftep  to  ftcp,  till  he  loft  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  with 
a  Minifter,  fo  callous  to  the  diftrefles  of  the  people,  that  he  had 
the  audacity  to  come  forward  with  an  unbluQiing  front  to  Parlia- 
ment,' in  the  midft  of  that  ruinous  and  deftruftive  war,  for  the 
payment  of  the  King's  debts,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  and  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  civil  lift ;  and  was  it  not  granted  ?   Involved  at  this  mo- 
ment in  a  war,  the  end  or  confequerices  of  which  no  one  can  pretend 
to  forctel ;  deprived  of  the  great  palladium  of  liberty,  the  Habeas 
Corpus  acl,  and  yet.  Sir,  notvvithftanding  all  thefc  events,  any  one 
of  which  finely  might  have  overturned  any  other  Government ;  yet 
fce,  his  prefciu  M  ijefty,  one  of  the  moft  popular  Princes  that  ever 
fat  upon  the  Tlironc,  ftiall  we  fuppofe  it  pofliblc  that  the  relinquifti- 
mcnt  of  the  Linfcl  and  frippery  of  a  Court  can  be  attended  with  any 
lofs  of  rer|x*(fl  to  Monarchy;  can  facrificcs  for  the  people  produce 
any  other  return  but  afTcdllon  and  regard  on  their  part  ?  If  integrity 
has  done  fo  much,  what  will  gratitude  clTcdt,  Uhcn  joined  to  it  r— 
I  with  to  fee  liis  Royal  Highnefs  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  he 
may  regain  what  he  has  loft  ;  a  confidcration  of  infinitely  more  im- 
portance, great  as  the  fum  is.    Confidering,  Sir,  the  double  fitu- 
adon  in  wiiich  His  Majefty  ftands,  and  the  folcnan  pledge  given  tQ 
VOL.XLI.  Ss  rooalo 
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this  Houfe,  I  confefs  vnytelf  ihuch  dlfappolnted  that  wfc  hate  had  no 
intimation  of  His  Majc(ty's  intention  to  come  forward  ahd  tak*  upon 
himfelf  part  of  the  burden*  I  cannot  believe,  had  riic  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  acquainted  His  Majefty  tiv'ith  the  tempfcr  and 
,  feelings  oF  the  nation,  that  he  ^li'ould  tiot  cheerfully  have  evinced 
his  regard  and  a9ed\ion  foh  his  ptoplc,  by  meitlng  their  wiflies* 
It  is  inconllfrent  with  every  principle  of  juftice  and  policy,  th^t  one 
btanch  of  the  Leglflature,  and  that  poffcffed  folcly  of  the  power  of 
involving  us  in  war,  (hould  alone  be  exempt  from  (haring  the 
burdens  arid  calamities  infeparable  from  it.  I  think  the  Throne 
Ihould  be  the  firft  to  feel,  and  the  foremoft  to  facrifice  to  the  dlf- 
ticffcs  of  the  country  ;  and  I  verity  believe  it  would  not  diminlA 
the  luftre  of  the  Crown,  to  difpenfc  "with  fome  of  its  trappings. 
Sir,  I  do  not  wifh  to  hear  the  advantages  of  Royalty  placed  in  its 
being  the  chcapctt  form  of  Government ;  for  the  aflertion  is  not 
warranted  in  tfuth.  The  Government  of  America  docs  not,  in 
fa£t,  coft  much  more  than  what  has  been  lavifhed  by  his  Royal 
High.nefs  alone  ;  lefs  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  an- 
fwcrs  every  purpofc  of  that  Government.  ^  he  attachment  of  flic 
people  of  this  country  to  its  form  of  Government,  proceeds  from  the 
fenfe  of  the  blcflings  it  has  long  enjoyed  under  it,  and  I  truft  it  will 
long  continue  Co  do.  Much  as  wc  mud  lament  the  mifery  which  has 
attended  tlic  new  doctrines  introduced  into  another  countiy,  and 
deprecate  them,  as  tlicy  have  involved  us  in  the  calamities  of  war, 
the  general  refult  of  them  will  be  advantageous  to  mankind,  com- 
pnlling  thofe  who  govern,  to  be  cautious  of  their  conduit,  and  not 
abufc  the  power  they  are  intrufled  with. 

Mr.  BURDON  agreed  with  thofe  gcntlefnen  wlio  had  already 
delivered  their  fcntiments  on  this  fubjee%  that  it  w^as  a  matter  of 
fuch  delicacy,  that  could  be  only  conquered  by  a  fenfe  of  public 
duty.  He  tliought  it  was  bcft  to  let  the  queftion  as  it  was  propof- 
ed,  ftand,  to  give  tlie  Prince  an  opportunity  of  refleQii^  on  what 
Was  part.  In  cafe  of  a  peace,  the  country  would  emerge  from  its 
prefent  fituation,.  and  the  ftate  of  the  Prince's  sfiairs  could  be  laid 
before  that  Houfe  with  lefe  regret.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Fitt)  wiflied  that  this  fubje£t,  could  have  been  avoided; 
why  did  not  that  right  honourable  gentleman  then,  when  it  was  in 
his  power,  take  the  proper  fteps  to  avoid  it,  which  he  might  have 
done  ;  did  that  right  honourable  gentleman  rccolteS  the  hopes  an3 
alTuranccs  which  he  held  out  to  that  Houfe  in  17S7,  when  the 
fubjeft  of  the  Prince's  debts  was  brought  before  that  Houlc  ?  was  !l 
hot  his  duty  to  h^ve  an  eye  to  the  management  of  his  Royal  Hig^- 
nels's  affairs,  and  if  he  found  that  matters  w«t  fikcly  to  come  to 

Digitized  by 


A.  1795- 


^DEBATES. 


3^5 


the  prcfcnt  iffue,  to  haye  taken  an  cnrlier  opportunity  to  prapofc  to 
that  Houfe  one  of  thofe  meafures  which  he  hj»d"that  night  propofed  ; 
but  inftcad  of  that,  he  now  comes  with  unbhifliing  front,  and 
piajces  a  fecond  claim  on  the  affedion  and  liberality  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr,  Alderman  NEWNHAM  was  very  decidedly  of  opinion  in 
{ivour  of  the  greater  fum.    He  expatiated  on  the  ncccflity  of  keep- 
ing up  the  dignity  and  fplendour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Heir 
Apparent  to  die  Crown  of  thefe  realms.    The  fplendour  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  he  afferted,  was  the  fplendour  of  the  people  of 
England,  and  all  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  monarchical  form  of 
GoYcrnment  we  fo  happily  poflefled,  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how 
they  agreed  to  any  mcafurc  which  might  diminifh  that  fplendour. 
Much  had  been  faid,  he  obferved,  about  what  had  been  granted  tq 
Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  the  father  of  his  prcfcnt  Majcfly;  but 
to  him  it  did  not  appear  by  any  means  in  point  with-  refpedt  to  the 
prefcnt  queftion.    The  price  qf  all  the  articles  of  provifion  had  fo 
much  incrcifed,  and  the  value  of  money,  from  the  extcnfion  of  our 
coirmcrce  and  '  manuftcSures,  had  been  fo  unbounded,  Hiat  money  ' 
fcarccly  bore  the  fourth  part  of  the  value  now  which  it  did  then. 
He  thought  tlie  drcumfti^ncc  of  the  Prince's  marriage  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  amiable  confort  ought  to  weigh  with  the  Committee — (h? 
was  welcomed  to  this  country  by  every  p,erfon  in  it,  and  it  was  pro- 
per that  the  rank  and  fplendour  of  the  new-married  pair  fhould  be 
fuitable  to  their  dignity.    It  was  of  the  utmoft  confcqucncc  to  the 
peace,  happinefs,  and  domeflic  comfort  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
that  his  ertablifhment  fliould  be  fuch  as  in  future  to  prevent  him 
from  accumulaiing  debts,  which  might  draw  him  into  limilar  cm- 
bvraffmcnts  wirh  tliofe  uncjer  which  he  now  l^iboured.  Thefe 
debts  were  in  all  probability  fwclled,  from  a  circumftance  with 
whfch  that  Committee  was  not  perhaps  acquainted,  tradcfmcn  fcnt 
in  very  exorbitant  bills,  when  they  did  not  cxped  prompt  payment. 
It  v^as  of  importance  to  the  country  efFedually  to  provide  againft 
Ais  in  future,  and  to  accomplifli  this  defirable  end,  he  faw  no  way 
ready  and  fo  certain  as  that  of  giving  his  aiffent  to  the  original 
rootioq  of  granting  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  an  eftablifliment  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty- five  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  exclufive  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  affured  the  Committee  that  it  was  not  his  wifli 
P>  take  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  by  adverting  to  feveral 
niattprs  which  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  different  fides  of  the 
queftion,  but  that  he  fhould  confine  himfelf  to  two  points  which  he* 
^ught  mod  material  to  be  confider.ed.  He  thought  it  was  by  no 
i^>«3itf  analp^oiK  to  ygue  at  all  from  the  comparifon  of  the  expcnc^s 
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pf  this  Government  with  that  of  America;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
yvas  of  opinion,  that  it  was  very  proper  to  fquarc  our  conduct  on 
the  prcfent  occaHon  with  what  had  been  done  by  the  Parliaments  in 
former  times  and  upon  fimilar  occafions.  In  the  inftancc  that  had 
been  alluded  to  in  the  fcttlemcnt  of  ioo,oooU  a  year  on  the  fon 
pf  His  Majefty  King  George  the  Firft,  when  Prince  of  Wales:  it 
was  true  that  provifions  and  all  the  necefiarics  of  life  bore  in  a  great 
proportion  much  heavier  at  the  prcfent  moment  than  they  did  then ; 
but  after  niaking  every  allowance  on  that  fcore,  which  was  fair  and 
peceflary,  it  certainly  was  equally  ncc^flfary  and  fair  to  advert  a!fo 
to  the  very  different  proportions  of  the  national  debt  at  that  time 
'  and  at  this.  This  burden  on  the  people  was  then  no  more  than 
forty-eight  millions,  and  the  annual  intcreft  fomewhat  under  t^o 
millions  ;  at  the  prefent  moment  the  national  debt  was  upwards  of 
three  hundred  millions,  and  the  intereft  annually  more  than  nine 
niilUons ;  when  thcfe  alterations  in  the  circumftanccs  of  affairs  were 
put  into  the  oj  pofite  fcalc,  with  the  difference  of  the  price  of  pro- 
vifions, meniioned  by  the  honourable  Member  who  fpcke  laft,  he 
bjL'licvcd  it  would  be  found  to  preponderate  greatly  in  his  favour. 
Ecfides  it  was  neccflary  to  obfcrve  farther,  that  the  fum  of  x  oo,oool, 
a  year,  fettled  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ^ho  was  afterwards  George 
the  Second,  was  not  any  burden  on  the  people,  but  adlually  paid 
out  of  the  Civil  Lift.  In  the  fame  way,  when  the  queftion  came 
before  the  Houfe  to  increafe  the  eftablifliment  of  Frederick  Prince 
of  Wales,  father  to  his  prefent  Majc^,  to  one  hundred  thoufandsi 
year,  it  was  a  mere  queftion  of  party  whether  an  increafe  of  die 
Civil  Lift  to  the  amount  of  that  fum  which  had  been  afkcd  for, 
fhould  be  agreed  to,  or  whether  that  fum  (hould  be  granted  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  It  was  on  that  ocpafion  decided  that  it  (hould  be 
granted  to  the  Civil  Lift,  and  from  that  (hould  be  paid  to  the  eftab- 
lifliment of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Here  thet)  was  a  clear  pr(X)f  that 
the  eftabliftimeht  of  the  Prince  of  Ws^lcs  had,  till  that  time,  been 
uniformly  paid*  from  the  Civil  Lift,  and  had  never  been  a  burden 
pn  the  people.  In  the  fame  reign  of  George  the  Second  His  Ma- 
jcfty  had  been  under  the  neccffity  of  applying  to  Parliament  for  the 
payment  of  fome  arrears  which  had  accrued  on  tlie  Civil  Lift,  and 
in  his  meflage  to  the  Parliament  on  that  cccaficn  he  intimated,  tliat 
in  confidcration  of  that,  he  (hould  make  fome  confiderable  retrench- 
inents  and  deduiSlions  in  the  expences  of  the  Civil  Lift,  by  leflTcning 
and  reducing  feveral  plates  and  pen(ions  appertaining  to  the  famet 
Mr.  Smith  could  wi(h  to  have  feen  a  fimilar  conduft  purfued  upon 
the  prefent  occafion,  and  inftead  of  the  burden  being  thrown  entirely 
on  jhp  people,  tha?  it  ftould  have  been  borne  by  Aofc  who  vcrp 
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much  better  able  to  ftrugglc  under  its  weight.  Much  had  been  faid 
about  the  neceflity  of  keeping  up  the  fplondour  and  dignity  of  mo-  ' 
narchy ;  he  was  of  opinion  that  both  were  neceffary  to  be  main- 
taincd,  but  he  feared  they  had  been  very  fallacioufly  blcndid  to- 
gether, and  that  many  things  had  been  attributed  to  one  which  in 
reality  belonged  to  the  other.  It  had  been  faid,  that  fplcndour  was 
abfolutely  ncceffary  to  dignity.  In  fome  cafes  it  might  be  fo,  but, 
in  his  mind,  the  prefent  cafe  would  derive  more  fplcndour  from  a 
frugal  and  dignified  fimplicity,  than  from  all  the  brilliancy  which 
outward  appearance  could  carry  w  ith  it.  Dignity,  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  beft  confulted  by  an  abatement  of  fplendour.  The 
honourable  Member  profcfled  himfelf  as  true  a  friend  to  the  monarchy 
as  any  Member  of  that  Houfe ;  but  ftill  he  thought  there  were  mnny 
cafes  which  were  fuppofed  to  add  to  its  fplendour,  but  which,  in  his 
opinion,  tended  much  to  derogate  from  its  dignity.  There  were 
many  offices  in  the  houfliolds,  both  of  the  Monarch  and  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  which,  while  they  were  highly  honourable  in  them* 
felvcs,  loft  much  of  their  dignity  by  the  pcrfons  holding  them  re- 
ceiving the  falaries  they  did  to  a  large  amount— Thefc  offices  were 
held  by  noblemen  of  the  firft  diftinflion,  and  who  were  ftyled  in  the 
Civil  Lift  Menial  Servants  of  the  Crown,  or  of  the  Prince.  Her 
had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  in  his  mind  but  that  the  firft  Dukes  and 
tords  in  the  land  really  deemed  it  an  honour,  and  felt  the  highcft 
plcafure,  in  being  conftantly  about  the  perfon  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  being  continually  receiving  the  gratification  of  his  daily  converfc 
and  perfonal  regards — but  when  he  contemplated  thofe  noble  pcrfon- 
agcs  as  a  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  or  a  Lord  of  the  Bed  Chamber,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  they  derived  any  additional  dignity  to  their 
charafters,  from  their  receiving  fevcrally  one  or  two  thoufand  a  year 
for  the  fervices  they  performed.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that 
every  rwbleman  w^ho  held  any  of  the  great  offices  of  State,  would 
poffefs  and  juftly  entitle  himfelf  to  real  dignity  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  who  would  fay  to  the  Public  when  he  accepted  their  office, 
I  am  proud  to  ferve  my  King  and  my  country  in  this  truly  honour- 
able ftatbn,  but  as  a  nobleman  of  great  fortune,  and  thereby  a  truly 
independent  man,  I  difdain  to  accept  of  any  emoluments  of  office, 
bccaufe  as  my  fortune  is  great,  I  think  my  refufal  to  accept  them  will 
rcfled  more  real  fplendour  and  dignity  on  the  office  I  hold,  and  on 
the  Monarch  who  confers  it,  that  can  poffibly  refult  from  my  receiv- 
ing annual  wages  for  the  performance  of  that  duty  which  is  held  out 
to  the  world,  as  reflcfling  honour  on  me  who  perform  it,  and  fplcn- 
dour on  him  who  confers  on  me  the  power  to  do  fo. 
Mr,  Smidi  feid,  there  was  onlv  one  point  more  on  ^ich  be 
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vnHxld  trouble  the  Houfc,  and  that  w^s,  that  it  ^  once  furpnfed 

and  grieved  liim,  that  no  advice  had  been  given  to  His  Majpfty, 
pr  at  Icaft  that  no  intimation  had  been  given  by  him,  that  he  w^s 
irady  and  willing  to  bear  any  part  of  the  burden  of  paying  the  Prinpc> 
debts.  He  wiihed  for  the  fake  of  the  dignity  and  fplendour  of  the 
monarcby,  that  this  had  been  cjone  ;  but  as  it  had  not,  the  bcft  and 
fafcft  way  that  he  knew  of,  was  to  vote  fuch  i^n  eflabU^hment  as 
ftiould  prevent  the  Prince  from  incurring  future  dcbt§. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  confcious  what  he  feU  it  his  duty  to  fay 
vould  be  acceptable  neither  to  the  Crown,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
nor  the  majority  of  the  Iloufc,  or  of  the  country,  he  could  have 
no  particular  inducement  to  be  very  forward  in  troyblipg  the  Com.- 
ni-it-oe  with  his  opinion.  It  was  neccflary  to  fupport  the  (piendour 
of  the  Crown  as  an  effential  part  of  the  ConftUytion  ;  but  he  did 
not  underftand  calling  it,  as  it  had  been  called,  the  center  of  the 
Conftitution.  The  Crown  was  dear  to  every  nwn  who  loved  the 
Conftitution,  but  not  dearer  than  other  parts  of  it,  than  the  Houfc 
of  Commons,  the  popular  branch  of  the  Conftitutign.  To  riic 
Chief  Mrgillrate  in  all  Governments,  Republics  as  well  as  Mo- 
narchies, a  certain  degree  of  fplendour  was  neceffary.  This  lyas 
a  point  clca^  from  the  hirtory  and  pradicc  of  all  Govcmnicnts,  but 
fiibj€«5l  to  modification,  as  circumllances  might  require.  There 
^ere  csfcs  in  which  the  dignity  of  the  Crown  might  be  better  up- 
held by  rclinquilhing  part  of  its  accuftomcd  fplendoyr  than  by 
fin6\  adherence  to  it. — Much  had  been  faid  of  the  eftabliftinvnts 
of  former  Princes  cf  Wales  as  precedents.  Sorry  he  was  th?t  hp 
could  not  look  to  thofe  precedents  as  the  rood  creditable  part  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  Houfc  of  BrunfwioK-  The  eftablifliment  of  Qeoigp 
II.  when  Prmce  of  Wales,  had  been  a  mere  ipatter  of  party ;  how 
much  more  that  of  his  fon,  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales?  Thp 
cftabliflimcnt  of  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  at  one  time 
6o,oool.  at  another  ioo,oool.  a  year;  60, cool,  a  year  when 
he  happened  to  differ  in  politic-al  opinion  from  his  Majcfty  s  Mi- 
niftcrs,  and  ioo,oool.  when  he  afterwards  agreed  with  them. 
He  had  too  much  rtfpeQ.  for  the  memory  of  that  Prince,  to  impute 
.  to  him  motives  inconfiftcnt  with  the  honour  of  his  high  ftatioo*  ^A" 
conrnlent  with  the  honour  of  any  private  genjletnan,  but  the  cjr- 
cumftance  gave  room  to  fufpioions  in  the  country,  as  injurious  in 
their  tendency  to  the  Prince  as  to  tije  people,  for  .mutual  refpcS 
and  confidence  were  ncccffajy  to  the  intcrcfts  of  both.'  What  he 
|iow  deprecated  was  a  condudl  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe  that  might 
expofe  any  Prince  of  Wales  to  fuch  fufpicions.  Let  all  men  ice 
that  diey  jneant  to  be  guided  only  by  the  a^Siu^l  princi^  the 
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cafe,  and  rtrtt  by  regard  to  the  individual.    Hctc  he  muft  lament 
tbc  «^holc  ccinduft  of  Government  with  refpec^l  to  tlic  eftahUflimcnC 
of  his  Royal  Mighncft.    When  an  allowance  of  50,000!.  a  ycaf 
in  addition  to  (he  Dutchy  of  Com^\■a^  was -prcpofcd,  he  thought 
It  infufficient.    Why  then,  it  would  be  aflced,  being  one  of  hi* 
Majefty*s  Mlnificts  at  the  time,  did  he  concur  in  that  allowance? 
lie  concurred,  declaring  his  opinion  of  its  infufBciency,  becaufc  ft 
was  then  an  experiment,  and  great  deference  was  due  to  tlic  opiniott 
I    of  his  Majcfty,  who  gaVc  the  whole  fum  out  of  the  Civil  Lift, 
witfiout  calling  for  the  aid  of  Parliament,  and  thought  thdt  it  would 
ht  fufficierit.    A  few  years  after,  other  Minifters  advifed  his^a- 
jefty  to  ap{)ly  to  Parliamerit  to  exonerate  the  Civil  Lift  ffom  dii* 
allowance  to  the  Prince.    In  1787  an  honourable  Magtftrate 
1    (Aldettttan  Nevvnham)  btiought  forward  the  fubjeA  again  before 
Parliament,  ^  hen  provifion  was  made  for  paylrtg  the  debts  of  hh 
Rbyal  HIghnefs,  and  io,oool.  a  year  Was  added  to  his  intottie. 
This  was  no  new  eicperiment,  but  the  refult  of  an  experiment  al- 
it^ady  made.    He  then  thought  6o,oool.  a  year  in  addition  to  thfc 
Dotchy  of  Cornwall  an  infufficient  allowance  ;  but  his  mouth  wag 
flopped  by  the  terms  of  tht  King's  meflage,  conveying  very  clcarif 
boA  tht  King's  opinion  and  the  Prince's,  that  it  would  be  fufficient. 
The  decoration  of  his  Royal  Highnefs^  that  he  would  give  no  oc- 
,<arioh  for  any  future  application  to  Parliament  ort  a  fimSlar  account, 
farnrtfed  him  not  a  little.    He  kne^  not  who  had  advlfed  him  to 
iliakc  fuch  a  declaration ;  but  if  his  Royal  Highneft  at  any  fubfe- 
qucnt  period  had  confulted  him  upon  the  fuhjecJ,  lie  would  have 
&id,  that,  bciilg  ftiade,  it  was  a  promife  Which  for  his  honour  he  was 
bound  to  keep.    It  was,  however,  the  opinion  of  Minifters,  and 
of  the  ChancfcUor  of  the  Exchequer  in  particular,  whofe  duty  it 
iftore  imifiediately  Was  to  form  a  corredl  opinion,  that  6o,oobl.  a  • 
f     rear,  ih  addition  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  Was  fufficient  for  the 
'     fplendour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  twcnt)'-five^  and  for  reinftating 
r^'  his  houfehold  which  he  had  difrhiffed.    Upon  what  principle  then 
'     did  they  now  pretettd  to  fay  that  1 215, cool,  a  year  was  neceffaty  t 
I     Maririagfc  in  the  lower  claffes  of  life  made  a  great  difference  in  point 
of  cxpence,  but  did  it  any  thing  like  the  fame  proportion  among  the 
h^er  ranks?  .  His  Roy^l  Highnefs  before  his  marriiage  had  a 
houfc,  and  a  houfehold;  did  his  marriage  require  tWo  houfcs  and 
two  houfeholds^  How  tlien  was  it  pofllble  for  xhofc  who  in  1787 
laid  that  73,005!.  a  year  was  fufficient  for  his  expences,  to  fay  that 
138,0001.  mutt  be  neceffary  now  ?    He  could  not  b\it  lament  that 
the  fame.  c6ndu<a  fedttied  to  be  adopted  witli  refpeft  to  the  eftabli(h- 
aacht  of  his  Rdy^  Hij^nefs  as  had  taken  place  with  reipec\  to  that 
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of  Frcderiek  .  Prince  of  Wales  ;  that  Minifters  meafurcd  the  extent 
of  his  allowance  by  the  degree  of  approbation  he  bcflowed  upon  their 
lyftem  of  government ;  and  that  the  Houfe,  following  them,  wag 
to  be  guided,  not  by  principle,  but  by  circumftances  of  a  very  diffc- 
rent  nature.  It  might  be  afkcd,  whether  he  did  rtot  f(?el  fuch  1 
difference  as  he  fuppofvd  Minifters  to  feel?  He  would  anfwer, 
that  he  did  not ;  that  he  had  never  confidercd  his  Royal  Highncfs 
u>  any  other  point  of  view  flian  as  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Throne; 
that  he  had  never  looked  to  his  opinions,  but  to  his  ftation.  He 
might  then  be  afked,  whether  he,  who  had  always  thought  the  for- 
mer allowances  to  his  Royal  Hignefs  infufRcicnt,  would  not  now 
vote  for  the  larger  fum,  in  preference  to  the  amendment  moved  by 
his  honourable  friend  ?  Undoubtedly  he  would,  and  for  the  rcafons 
he  had  fitted  on  former  occafions,  but  not  without  fome  provilion 
for  preventing  fuch  applications  to  Parliament  in  future.  The  dif- 
ference between  the  prefcnt  value  of  money,  and  the  value  of  it 
w-hen  ioo,oool.  was  an  adequate  provifion  for  Princes  of  Wales, 
required  at  Icaft  an  addition  of  one  fourth.  He  (hould  be  anfwcrcd 
that  the  increafe  of  public  debts  and  public  burdens,  made  the 
country  Icfs  able  to  bear  l^rge  eftablirtiments.  He  admitted  and 
lamented  the  incrcafed  and  increafing  burdens  of  the  countr}^ ;  but 
with  increafe  of  public  debts,  let  the  increafe  of  public  means  to 
provide  for  them  be  taken  into  confideration.  Let  gentlemen  look 
to  what  he  wi(hed  Minifters  had  looked  to  in  1787,  the  incrcafed 
habits  of  expcncc  in  all  ranks,  and  the  difference  of  one  fourth 
would  certainly  not  appear  to  keep  pace  with  it.  His  honourable 
friend  who  moved  the  amendment,  fpokc  of  the  evil  tendency  of 
fuch  habits ;  but  was  the  Prince  of  Wales  tlie  firft  example  they 
would  choofe  to  feleft  for  reform,  and,  in  fome  fort,  for  punifti- 
ment  ?  He  remembered  to  have  heard  a  lady,  as  weak  and  as  frail 
as  the  fraileft  of  her  fex,  fay,  not  ludicroufly  but  ferioufly,  "  I 
am  confcious  of  my  faults ;  but  I  hope  I  atone  for  them  by  my 
marked  difapprobation  of  fuch  faults  in  others."  It  would  ill  be- 
come him  to  be  very  pointed  in  his  difapprobation  of  imprudent  ex- 
pence  in  others ;  but  he  would  fay  to  the  City,  to  Weftminftcr,  to 
the  Public  at  la;ge,  "  if  you  complain  of  incrcafed  habits  of  expence, 
'  begin  the  reformation  by  reforming  yourfelves.  Reference  might 
be  made  to  the  liberality  of  Parliament  to  other  Princes,  to  the 
Crown  itfelf.  Whatever  they  might  fay  about  the  feparation  ol 
the  three  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  dieir  independence  of 
one  another,  it  could  not  be  diffembled,  that  the  Crowji,  having  the 
difpofal  of  all  offices  civil  and  military,  with  the  coUedlion  of  ticar 
twenty  millions  of  revenue,  muft  poffefe  great  influence  in  ^ 
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Houfe.  Would  it  then  be  feemly  to  yield  to  every  extravagance  of 
the  Crown,  but  adl  harfhiy  and  aufterely  towards  a  Prince  who  had 
no  fuch  influence  ?  Something  on  this  occafion  might  have  been  ex- 
peScd  from  the  civil  lift.  Q^icen  Anne,  from  a  civil  lift  of 
!   6oo,oool.  gave  iGO,oo6l.  towards  the  fupport  of  a  war  ^George  I... 

out  of  700,0001.  a  year,  gave  ioo,oool.  for  theeftablifliment  of 
I   his  heir  ]  and  George  II.  the  fame  fum  for  the  cftabliftimcnt  of 
!   Frcdetick  Prince  of  Wales.    During  the  American  war,  when  tlie 
I   country  was  not  certainly  in  a  ftate  of  profperity.  Parliament  paid 
I   a  large  debt  for  the  civil  lift,  and  added  to  it  ioo,oooJ.  a  year, 
j   The  fum  appropriated  to  the  privy  purfe,-  had  been  gradually  in- 
creafed  from  36,0001.  to  6o,oool.  a  year;  why  thcu  refufc  a 
I   p^rtional  increafe  to  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ? 
Thcfc  arguments  he  had  formerly  ftated  to  the  Houfe  without  much 
cflPcfl  ;  and  if  they  produced  any  efFe<ft  now,  it  would  be  from  be- 
ing enforced  by  eloquence  fuperior  to  his.    But  with  the  eftablifti- 
racnt,  unfortunately,  the  bufincfs  did  not  end.    There  were  debts, 
as  ftated,  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  the  amount  of  620,000!.  and 
fcvend  other  debts  for  which  he  was  bound.  The  latter,  he  under- 
fiood,  much  to  the  honour  of  thofe  who  had  contracted  them, 
were  already  in  a  courfe  of  payment.    But  fuppofing  the  creditors 
to  think  the  mode  of  payment  too  flow,  they  might  call  upon  the 
Prince  for  payment,  as  well  as  his  own  creditors,  and  therefore,  to 
relieve  him  from  his  cmbarraflments,  if  to  do  fo  was  intended, 
thcfc  debts  muft  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  as  his  own.  Hence 
\   arofe  two  queftibns, — Was  the  Prince  well  advifed  in  applying  to 
that  Houfe  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  debts,  after  the  promife  made  in 
1787  }  or  the  Minifter  juftifi^d  in  making  any  propofal  for  liqui* 
;   dating  them,  without  fome  engagement  on  the  part  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  which  might  be  relied  upon  as  a  fecurity  againft  future 
I    cnllsof  the  fame  kind  ?  To  both  thcfc  queftions  he  muft  give  a  de- 
I    cided  negative  ;  and  therefore  he  would  confider  only  what  was  a 
I    proper  eftablifliment  for  the  Prince,  without  noticing  his  debts.-— 
I   Here  again,  a  new  confideration  interpofcd,  viz.  that  of  the  Princefs 
of  Wales,  who  had  been  invited  over  by  the  unanimous  confent  of 
Parliament  and  the  country,  and  for  whom  the  Houfe,  by  its  ad- 
drcfics,  flood  pledged  to  make  a  fuitable  provifion.    It  was  in  vain 
to  pretend  that  the  Houfe  was  not  aware  of  the  embarraflTments  of 
feojral  Highnefs  at  the  time  they  gave  that  pledge  ;  not  one  of 
*cm  but  knew  the  fe£i,  althougli  not  regularly  informed  of  it  by  a 
n^cflagc  fiporti  His  Majefty.    For  this  reafon  only  he  would  affent 
to  a  J>lan  for  relieving  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  thofe  embarraflfments, 
&tt  not  without  an  abfolute  finking  fund,  for  liquidating  the  debt 
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ivithin  a  rcafonablc  time.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
pofed  appropriating  25,0001.  a  year  for  payment  of  the  Intcreft,  at 
four  per  cent.,  although  intereft  was  at  five  per  cent.,  and  the  in- 
come of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  to  liquidate  the  principal,  which, 
according  to  this  plan,  would  be  difcharged  in  about  tw-cnty-fevcn 
years.  Was  this  a  plan  that  any  man  could  propofc  fcrioufly 
Rather  let  the  Houfe  own  that  they  did  not  mean  to  pay  off  the 
debt,  than  hold  out  fuch  a  mockery  Their  dut}'  to  the  Prince  and 
to  the  Public  was  the  fame,  for  in  confulting  his  dignit}%  they  con- 
fulted  the  public  intereft.  But  in  what  way  would  his  dignity  be 
bed  prcfefvcd  ?  By  retaining  all  the  fplcndor  of  his  e(labli(hment, 
his  creditors  unpaid,  or  by  fetting  apart  fuch  a  portion  of  it  as  would 
liquidate  his  debts,  and  atone  for  part  difcrction  by  future  economy  ? 
To  do  this  would  be  his  advice  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  were  he  to 
condefccnd  to  afk  it  in  his  clofct.  He  gave  it  not,  as  he  then  muft 
give  it,  for  the  fake  of  populnrit}',  of  which  he  was  no  courter, 
except  as  it.  followed  an  honcft  difchargc  of  duty,  and  which  he  was 
never  Icfs  likely  to  obtain  than  by  the  courfe  he  was  taking  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

If  only  25,0001.  were  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  his 
carriages,  horfes,  fcrvants,  cveiy  article  of  his  ftate,  would  remind 
the  Public  of  what  it  was  much  better  the  Public  fliould  tbrgct ;  but 
let  fuch  a  reduction  as  he  propofed  be  made,  and  meas  feelings 
woold  f(X)n  take  a  contrary  turn  ;  they  would  pant  for  the  moment 
that  (hould  reftore  him  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  full  income ;  and 
when  it  arrived,  view  his  fplendour  with  pride  and  fatisfa<9ion, 
65,0001.  with  the  income  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  would  form 
an  adequate  fund  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  within  a  reafonable 
time.  It  might  be  aflccd  if  the  Prince  could  live  in  a  way  becoming 
his  ftate  upon  6o,oool.  a  year  ?  He  would  anfwer.  No  ;  nor  upon 
ioo,oool.  a  year;  for  if  he  could,  Minifters,  upon  their  own 
principles,  would  not  be  for  giving  him  1 25,000!.  a  year.  But  for 
a  time  he  might  fpare  his  great  Officers  of  State,  and  other  expcnfivc 
appendages  of  his  rank,  and  the  Public  would  gain  a  beloved  and 
rcfpe^lcd  Prince  of  Wales.  Upon  ioo,oool.  a  year  he  would  be 
cxpcdcd  to  maintain  his  full  eftabliftiment  with  an  inadequate  in- 
come, and  would  neither  be  able  to  clear  away  his  old  incumbrances, 
nor  to  avoid  new.  Upon  6o,oool.  he  would  be  expefted  to  confult 
nothing  but  his  domellic  fatisfaftion,  and  the  honourable  difchaigc 
of  hisjuft  debts;  and  when  he  had  once  experienced  the  public 
efteem  and  aflfcdtion  that  would  foon  follow  fuch  a  plan,  his  future 
years  muft  be  profpcrous  indeed,  if  he  counted  the  years  of  his  pro- 
bation the  leaft  happy  of  his  life.    All  this  might  be  done  much 
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fooncr,  and  without  expcncc  to  the  Public.  It  had  ever  been  his 
opinion  that  a  land  efiatc  was  the  leaft  proper  of  any  for  the  Crown, 
the  moft  objeflionable  on  account  of  the  undue  influence  it  vr^  cal- 
culated to  create,  and  the  leaft  likely  to  be  profitably  managed.  The 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  as  he  was  informed  by  perfons  well  acquainted 
with  it,  might  be  fold  for  8oo,oool.  ;  he  would  fiippofe  for  only 
6oo,oool.  The  Prince's  Ufe-intercft  in  it  might  be  valued  at 
300,0001.  and  that  fum  applied  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  The 
remaining  300,000!.  might  be  applied  as  Parliament  ftiould  think 
fit :  to  the  future  provifion  for  Princes  of  Wales,  if  they  were  fo 
attached  to  cuftoms,  merely  becaufe  they  were  old,  as  to  think  it 
worth  while  to  continue  that  whimfical  fort  of  provifion.  There 
would  remain  320,0001.  of  debt,  whiqh  the  fund  he  had  mentioned 
would  pay  off  in  three  or  four  years,  when  his  Royal  Highnefs 
might  refume  his  ftate,  with  the  fatisfaftion  that  his  indifcreticns 
had  not  coft  a  penny  to  any  one  of  thofe  whofe  fellow-fubjeft  he  was 
at  prcfcnt,  and  whofe  Sovereign  he  was  one  day  to  be.  The  mid- 
dle oourfe  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  neither 
give  fplendour  to  the  Prince  nor  comfort  to  the  private  gentleman  ; 
but  above  all,  the  people  would  fee  in  it  no  atonement  for  paft  im- 
prudence. He  approved  of  taking  mcafures  to  prevent  future  debts 
being  contrafled,  provided  the  plan  was  to  be  general.  If  it  were 
to  apply  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  individually,  it  would  not  be  a 
mark  of  refpe^t  but  of  degradation  ;  if  applied  to  all  future  Kings 
and  Princes  it  fhould  have  his  hearty  fupport.  It  would  relieve 
Parliament  from  the  difficulty  which  always  occurred  when  debts 
were  contradled  by  the  Royal  family,  that  unlefs  provifion  was  made 
for  the  payment  at  the  public  expcncc,  the  crcditdrs  muft  lofe  the 
money.  In  making  the  officers  of  a  Prince  refponfiblc  for  all  debts 
in  their  feveral  departments,  there  appeared  to  be  fuch  inconvenien- 
ce^, as  he  thought  could  not  be  obviated.  Why  had  not  His  Ma- 
jcfty  been  advifed  to  do  fomcthing  upon  this  occafion  himfclf  r  Was 
it  for  the  intereft  of  regular  government  that  monarchs  (hould  never 
appear  to  their  fubjodts  to  feel  any  portion  of  the  public  adverfity ; 
that  they  (lioiOd  grow  rich  as  the  people  were  growing  poor?  In 
private  families  the  indifcrction  of  a  fon  was  a  misfortune  which  his 
family  felt,  and  muft  make  facrificcs  to  repair.  The  imprudence 
they  all  lamented  was  partly  of  this  nature,  and  fomething  might 
have  been  cxpcdted  towards  repairing  it.  ioo,oool.  would  not 
have  gone  far  in  money,  but  it  would  have  gone  far  in  fciitiment. 
It  was  not  wife  in  thofe  who  talked  of  the  dangers  that  threaten 
monarchy,  to  fufler  Kings  and  Princes  to  be  known  only  to  the 
people  by  cxpences  and  taxes.  A  nrore  unpleafant  duty  he  had  never 
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performed  in  Parliament.  The  illuftrious  perfon  whofc  honour  and 
intereft,  in  conjun<3ion  with  thofe  of  the  public,  he  was  anxious 
to  promote,  would  niDt  perhaps  much  relifti  what  he  had  faid,  if  it 
fliould  be  reported  to  him  ;  but  grateful  as  he  was  for  the  perfonal 
notice  and  kindnefs  with  which  his  Royal  Highncfs  had  fometimes 
honoured  him,  he  never  had  fpoken,  or  would  fpeak  of  him  in  that 
Houfe,  but  relatively  to  his  ftation,  not  to  his  own  private  feelings. 
The  fmallnefs  of  his  income  palliated  his  debts,  and,  had  it  not 
been  for  thepromife  in  1787,  might  have  cxcufed  them.  All  who 
knew  him  knew  this  to  have  been  his  conftant  opinion  upon  that 
point.  The  Prince  had  not  been  fairly  dtalt  wirh,  as  to  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  his  minority.  What  the 
ad  of  Parliament  gave  to  him  from  his  birth,  had  been  applied  by 
fucceflive  Minifters  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Civil  Lift.  It  was  a 
miferable  plea  to  fay,  that  they  had  been  expended  on  his  education, 
Would  any  man  of  fortune,  whofe  fon  had  a  diftin(ft  income,  cl^rgc 
him  with  the  expences  of  his  education  ?  He  concluded  with  repeat- 
ing that  he  would  vote  for  1 25,0001.  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but 
that  he  would  oppofe  taking  any  notice  of  his  debts,  unlefs-  a  large 
fund  for  liquidating  them  were  appropriated  in  fome  fuch  way  as  he 
had  fu^cfted. 

.  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  in  his  examination  of  this  qucftion 
he  fliould  entirely  lay  the  debts  out  of  his  cbnfidcration.  As  the 
matter  was  divided  into  two  points,  the  cftabliflimcr^  and  the  debts, 
'he  fliould  in  the  prefent  inftance  confine  himfelf  to  the  former,  and 
throw  the  latter  entirely  out  of  his  mind.  The  qucftion  then  came 
to  this — What  is  the  proper  eftabliftimcnt  for  a  Prince  of  Wales  r 
The  honourable  gentleman,  who  with  much  eloquence  had  fpoken 
laft,  in  his  opinion,  had  omitted  one  confidcration  very  material  io 
this  inquiry  ;  he  had  faid  nothing  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
country ;  and  yet  it  formed  in  his  judgment  a  material  feature  to 
guide  their  refolutions.  We  were  engaged  in  a  war,  the  termination 
of  which  none  of  us  could  predid,  and  in  confequence  thereof  wc 
are  prcfled  with  additional  burdens.  The  ability  of  the  country 
fhould  therefore  be  confidered,  as  well  as  the  other  points,  when 
the  Houfe  came  to  a  ferious  examination  of  what  was  proper  again 
to  be  impofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  granting  an  eftablilhment  fuitj^lc 
to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  his  Royal  Highncfs.  He  liad  confidered 
the  qucftion  in  his  own  mind,  and  muft  confcientioufly  declare,  be 
could  not  afford  to  vote  more  than  ioo,oool.  per  ^nnu^n.  Hehad 
alfo  liftcned  attentively  to  the  arguments  ufcd,  of  the  difference  of 
times,  and  of  the  increafed  price  of  all  the  articles  of  life,  by  which 
it  was  impoffible  to  maintain  the  fame  ftate  upon  the  fame  fum  as  it 
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could  fbnnerly  be  done.    But,  in  anfwer  to  this,  he  agreed  with 
the  reafonings  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  ofpoGte. '  The  ex- 
pcndituie  of  a  Prince  of  Wales  could  be  b^t  little  increafed  by  mar- 
112^.    His  houfe,  hi3  fervants,  his  Aate  muft  be  maintained  the 
faxne^  and  what  was  proper  for  the  maintenance  of  his  dignity  in 
one  cafe,  muft  nearly  fuffice  in  the  other.    The  prefent  Miniftiy 
had  thought  that  6 0,0 col.  was  a  fum  adequate  to  the  objed  but  a 
fliort  time  lince ;  and  therefore,  when  they  allowed  forty  additional 
thoufands  for  the  increafed  expcnces  of  the  married  ftate,  he  thougjht 
they  allowed  an  ample  provifion,  even  upon  their  own  principle. 
The  maintenance  of  fplendour,  glare^  and  pomp,  he  could  not  fee 
to  be  at  all  ncceffary.    In  other  times,  when  plainnefs  of  manners 
had  rendered  thofe  things  more  extraordinary,  when,  from  public 
fimplicity,  thofe  things  captivated  the  minds  of  the  multitude,  they 
were  more  cffential  than  at  this  day.    Now  lujtury  had  pervaded 
the  whole  mafs  of  the  people,  and  ftate,  parade,  and  the  affedation 
of  dignity  had  infedtcd  the  minds  of  all,  he  thought,  at  this  time, 
the  beft  and  nobleft  admiration  would  be  given  to  a  dignified  fimpli- 
city ;  and  it  was  the  thing  which  would  have  more  effed  upon  die 
minds  of  men —  would  more  folicit  their  approbation—  more  com- 
mand their  attention — and  more  forcibly  demand  their  applaufe, 
than  what  could  poflibly  flow  from  tlic  oifplay  of  fplcndid  equipage, 
and  the  adornments  of  a  gaudy  and  glittering  Court,    Upon  thefc 
confiderations  he  was  induced  to  fay,  that  his  opinion  vi'as,  that 
ioo,oool-  was  ncceffary  and  adequate  to  the  ftation  of  a  Prince  of 
Wales.    The  honourable  gentleman  had  put  it  to  them,  whether 
they  would  make  that  noble  perfonage  the  fole  objeft  of  their  reform  i 
He  thought  it  would  not  be  wrong,  if  the  provifion  for  preventing 
future  excefs  were  extended  to  all  Princes.    In  what  he  faid,  he 
confulted  the  honour  aind  dignity  of  the  Prince ;  and  he  was  furc 
his  Royal  Mighnefs,  whatever  his  prefent  feelings  upon  the  fubjeft 
might  be,  would  hereafter  feel  more  fatisfa6lion,  more  comfort  and 
pleafure,  than  any  that  could  be  derived  from  fhew.    In  that  re- 
tirement which  was  propofed,  he  would  enjoy  all  the  comforts  and 
pleafures  of  life,  and  would  qualify  himfelf  for  that  high  fituatioa 
which  he  would  one  day  be  called  upon  to  fill.    His  intention  was, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  (hould  have  the  good  inclinations  and  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  it  was  his  fincere  wifti  that  the  feelings  of 
his  Roy^  Highnefs  (liould  accord  with  the  feelings  of  the  country. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  told  them  a  ludicrous  ftory  of  the 
lady  who  condemned  others,  although  bad  herfelf :  he  fuppofed  the 
lady  was  not  fitting  in  judgment,  (he  was  only  giving  a  charader  of 
herielf.    What  ihould  be  faid  to  a  judge,  who  would  fay,     I  am 
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guilty  of  the  fame  crime  for  which  the  prifoner  is  arraigned,  there- 
fore I  cannot  condemn  him  Would  this  be  afting  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty  ?  Would  he  not  rather  fay,  "  I  am  bound  by  a 
folcmn  oath  to  execute  the  laws,  and  though  a  painful  duty,  yet 
muft  I  condemn  the  man  who  has  broke  them  r  They  alfo,  as 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  were  not  to  give  merely  their  own  fenti- 
ments,  they  were  not  to  be  profufe  in  the  difpofal  of  the  money  of 
their  conftituents ;  they  (hoidd  remember  they  were  delegated  to  ex- 
crcife  a  folemn  truft,  and  whatever  their  own  feelings  or  fentimcnts 
iriight  be,  they  would  difcharge  that  duty  which  they  owed  to  their 
'  conftituents.  If  any  thing  could  add  ftabilitj^  to  the  monarchy  of 
the  country,  it  was  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (hould  prcferve  the 
icfpe<5l  of  the  people  j  while  it  maintained  that,  the  monarchy  pof- 
fcfled  the  firmed  bulwark.  He  could  not  here  refrain  from  declar- 
ing, he  felt  the  utmoft  gratitude  to  the  illuftrious  couple  who  filled 
the  Throne  of  tliis  kingdom  ;  their  conduft  and  unblemifhed  morals 
had  contributed  much  to  keep  pure  the  morals  of  the  capital. — 
While  their  example  was  followed,  the  kingdom  would  ever  reap 
infinite  advantage ;  for  if,  on  the  contrary,  levity  and  immorality 
were  fanftioned  by  the  practice  of  the  Throne,  the  capital  would 
foon  become  polluted,  and  the  infedion  fpread  itfclf  from  thence  to 
the  remoteft  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  if  ever  the  fripperies  and 
profligacy  of  the  French  were  introduced,  the  confcquence  would 
be,  that  before  long  a  French  revolution  vi  ould  follow. 

The  faleof  the  Dutchy  he  condemned,  bccaufe  300,000!.  would 
thus  at  once  be  gone,  and  fucceflive  Princes  deprived  of  their  he- 
reditary right.  On  the  firft  refolution,  he  faid,  it  was  his  intention 
to  vote  for  the  amendment.  The  others  did  not  appear  free  from 
objedlions,  and  Mr.  Fox's  mode  of  liquidating  the  debts  came  un- 
der this  defcription.  With  rcfpe<£l  to  other  topics,  he  (hould  , refervc 
himfelf  till  they  came  more  properly  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  certainly  miftaken  what  he  faid.  He  begged  the  Houfe  to  re- 
colleft  that  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  was  only  a  life  eftate  in  the 
Prince,  and  that  the  reverfion  belonc;cd  to  the  Public.  Now  faid 
he,  if  it  is  agreed  to  be  fold,  the  Prince  will  receive  what  the  in- 
tcreft  of  his  eftate  amounts  to,  which  is  about  one  half,  or  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  That  will  go  towards  the  payment  of 
his  debts  ;  the  remainder  will  belong  to  the  Public,  to  be^dirpofed 
of  in  any  manner  which  Parliament  may  think  moft  conducive  to 
its  intcrcfts. 

Mr.  D.  P.  COKE  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
ioo,oool.  as  moved  by  his  honoirible  fric:id,  though  it  was  his 
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-wifli  that  the  Dutdiy  of  Cornwall  fhould  have  been  difpofed  of  to 
liquidate  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
But  in  voting  for  the  1 00, cool,  he  did  it  in  the  hope  that  retrench- 
ment would  follow,  which  would  prevent  a  future  application  to 
Parliament. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  in  propofing  limitations  or  reftridions  upon 
die  income  to  be  granted  to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  he  hoped  he  (hould 
not  be  fufpciScd  of  a  want  of  proper  refpcft  for  that  illuftrious  per- 
fonage;  but  this  propofition  came  forward  under  circumftanccs  to- 
tally unprecedented-  In  former  cafes,  where  a  provifion  was  made 
for  a  Prince  of  Wales,  the  revenue  was  paid  out  of  the  civil  lift, 
and  therefore  Parliament  had  no  right  to  impofe  reftriSions ;  but  in 
Aeprefent  inftance,  Parliament  were  voting  away  the  Public  money, 
.  and  to  do  it  with  jealoufy  was  their  duty. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  (hould  not  feel  the  flighteft  hefitation 
to  give  his  vote  for  the  larger  fum  propofed :  he  (hould  even  have 
had  no  objedlion  if  the  fum  had  been  larger.  He  wlftied  the  Hou(e 
to  take  into  their  confideration  die  enormous  expences  which  a  Prince 
of  Wales  was  neceffarily  compelled  to  incur,  whiqh  private  men, 
however  large  their  fortune,  were  exempt  from.  At  the  prefent 
period,  the  great  increafe  of  price  in  every  article,  rendered  it  pro- 
per for  the  Houfe  to  make  fuch  a  fair  increafe  of  revenue  as  would 
put  His  Royal  Highnefs  upon  an  equality  with  his  prcdec^ffors.  He 
contended,  that  die  rcafon  why  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  fo  involved 
at  prefent  was,  that  when  his  eftablifhment  was  firft  fixed,  it  was 
too  fmall :  this  compelled  him  to  run  in  debt,  and  caufed  all  his 
fubfequent  perplexities. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  difapproved  the  meafure  of  voting  an  eftab- 
liihment,  and  afterwards  taking  a  part  of  it  awny.  He  wi(hed  that 
whatever  was  done  fhould  be  openly  done,  and  that  the  Houfe  might 
tell  the  Public  whatever  it  was,  diftindly  and  unequivocally. 

Mr.  ESTE  rofe  to  objeS  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  as  irregular, 
and  hoped  the  Houfe  did  not  mean  to  vote  away  fo  large  a  fum  of 
the  Public  money,  without  making  a  previous  inquiry  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  debts  which  they  were  thus  called  upon  to  difchargc. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  exhorted  the  Houfe  to  be  cir- 
cumfpeft  in  their  determination  on  this  important  queflion.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  the  fum  propofed  was  enormous,  and,  every 
thing  confidered,  .highly  impolitic  to  be  demanded.  He  heartily 
wifhed  that  the.  propriety  of  a  temporary  retirement  of  the  Prince, 
and  a  private  compofition  with  his  creditors,  might  be  fuggcfted  to 
him  by  that  Houfe — a  conduct  which  would  be  the  beft  proof  of  re- 
I     fpeft  for  the  people,  and  the  moft  efTedtual  means  of  maintaining 
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(he  true  dignity  of  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tdn. 

General  MACLEOD  tofc,  when  there  was  a  loud  <!all  for  the 
queftion.  General  Macleod  complained  that  a  reprcfentativc  of  a 
laige  county  fliould  not  be  permitted  to  deliver  his  fentiments.  He 
was  indignant  that  a  Minifler  fhould  have  a  clamorous  majoritjTi 
irtio  overwhelmed  the  fentimcnts  of  an  independent  Member  by  their 
vociferous  calls  for  the  queftion.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  if  fuch 
conduft  was  decent  or  proper. — He  addreffed  it,  he  faid,  as  a  re- 
prefentative  of  the  people,  and,  as  fuch,  demanded  the  attention  of 
Parliament.  He  was  as  independent  as  any  man  in  tlie  Houfe, 
and  had  made  (acrifices  which  Ac  Minifter  could  not  deny.  He 
was  not  unwilling  that  a  certain  fum  (hould  be  applied  to  die  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  on  the  alTurance  that  a 
fimilar  application  would  not  occur,  but  would  now  content  himfelf 
with  voting  for  the  amendment. 

,Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for 
a  few  minutes.  He  faid,  that  no  gentleman  wished  more  finccrcly 
Ibr  an  ample  provifion  to  the  Prince  than  he  did  ;  and  as  an  aug- 
ineiltation  to  his  Royal  Highnef&'s  income  was  deemed  neceifaiy,  he 
thought  the  application  to  Parliament  for  that  purpofe  highly  proper; 
•  for  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  could  not 
be  laid  to  be  fupported,  if  the  Heir  Apparent  was  not  amply  pro- 
vided for,  fo  as  to  maintain  his  confequence  and  importance  in  the 
State.  So  far  he  thought  it  neccffary  to  explain  the  nature  of  the 
vote  he  intended  that  night  to  give,  which  (hould  be  for  the  larger 
fum  being  granted  to  his  Royal  Highnds.  He  would,  however, 
add  an  obfervation,  which,  although  he  could  not  hslp  making,  he 
ncvertlielefs  did  not  wi(h  the  Committee  to  adopt,  or  to  perfuadc 
them  of  its  propriety.  His  opinion  was,  that,  for  various  reafcxis, 
it  would  be  expedient  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the 
debts  which  that  Houfe  was  about  to  difcharge,  in  order  that  no  im- 
pofition  (hould  be  praflifed  either  cm  the  Public  or  his  Royal  High- 
nefs. By  fuch  a  proceeding,  the  honefty  or  injuftice  of  the  de- 
mands made  on  him  would  be  properly  brought  to  light ;  and  fi> 
fully  perfuaded  was  he  fhat  many  items  of  the  latter  defcription  form- 
ed a  cohfiderable  part  of  fhc  debts,  that  he  doubted  not  an  inveffi- 
cation  would  be  the  means  of  redudng  their  amount  at  Icaft  one 
third.  So  far  he  was  induced  to  remark,  without  meaning,  in  the 
ihoft  diftant  degree,  to  difpute  the  ftatement>madeby  the  Prince,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  paid  a  due  regard  to  the  ititcrefts  of  his  conffitucnts. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  replied  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and  expreflfed  his  furprifc 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  Ihould  fo  readily  confent  to  draw  on 
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Ac  Public  for  the  enormous  fum  now  demanded,  when  there  was 
another  fund  (the  Crown  foreft  lands)  which  equity,  and  the  neccf- 
fitics  of  the  State,  pointed  out  as  the  proper  one  for  affording  the  re- 
quired rdief  to  His  Royal  Hi^nefs^  and  which  was  amply  adequate 
to  (he  purpofe.  Such  a  plail,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  anfwet 
die  wi(hkd-fbr  end,  would  be  the  means  of  benefiting  die  country  in  • 
a  very  material  degree,  in  (lead  of  fixing  additional  burdens  on  the 
people,  which  the  prefent  meafure  went  to  accbmplifh. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Fox's  idea  of  difpofing  of  the  Diitchy  of  Cornwall.  He  alked  the 
Chanccllof  of  the  Exchequer  what  ground  he  had  to  fuppofe  that  the 
creditors  would  accept  of  the  payment  which  he  propofed,  as  it  would 
require  fo  long  a  period  to  liquidate  their  claims  ? 

The  Houfc  then  divided  on  Mr.  Grey  s  amendment,  for  allow- 
if^  an  augmentation  of  only  40,000!.  per  annum,  inftcad  of 
65,0001.  to  his  Royal  Highhefs's  income,  when  the  numbers  ap- 
peared, 

Ayes,  99  ;  Noes,  260.  Majority  In  favour  of  the  larger  fum,  161. 

A  fecond  dirifion  ttwk  place  on  the  queflion  for  granting  45,000!; 
for  completing  the  repairs  of  Carlton  Houfe,  and  27,000!.  for  plate 
and  jewels  ;  the  numbers  on  which  were. 

Ayes,  448  i  Noes,  99.    Majority  in  favour  of  the  motion,'  1 49.  ' 
A  third  divifion  was  occafioned  on  the  propofition  for  voting 
25,0001.  to  defray  the  extraordinary  expences  attending  the  mar-^ 
riagc  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
141,  the  numbers  being 

For  it,  24 1  ;   Againftit,  100. 
On  die  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  the  Cliairman  (Mr.  Steele)  re- 
ported prdgrefs,  ^nd  die  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to- 


Frtday,  I'ph  May. 

Mr.  BARHAM  gave  notice  that  he  would  bring  forward  a  mo- 
tion on  the  fubge^^  of  the  conduft  of  the  Britirti  Commanders  in  iht 
Weft  Indies,  founded  on  the  papers  lying  on  the  table,  onThurfda'y 
fe'onight. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  thought  it  rather  uncandid  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  fix  on  fo  remote  a  day  in  the  fdlion,  when  no* 
poffiWe  reafons  couW  be  given  why  the  motion  might  not  be  brought 
fcrward  on  Wcdnefday  or  Thurfday.  The  papers  had  already  been 
bid  on  the  table  a  fufficient  time  for  the  infpcdion  of  the  Members* 
and  ihe  honourable*  gentleman  himfelf  certainly  coiiU  not  complain' 
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of  want  of  time  to  make  every  pradlicable  ufc  of  diem,  for  he  had 
them  full  fix  months  in  his  poffeffion. 

Mr.  BARHAM  faid,  he  chofe  Thurfday  fc'nnight,  becaufc  It 
was  the  firft  open  day,  Friday  next  alone 'excepted  ;  and  the  reafen 
why  he  did  not  fix  on  that  day  was,  that  on  Thurfday  a  bufinefs  of 
great  innportance  was  to  be  agitated,  which  probably  would  take  up 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  late  hour  ;  and  as  the  honourable 
gentleman,  from  his  attachment  to  the  perfons  concerned,  muft 
.wifh,  as  well  as  himfelf,  for  a  fiiir  difcufiion,  he  could  not  but  agree 
with  him  that  it  was  better  deferred  to  Thurfday  fe'nnight. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Prince  of  Wales's  eftaWifli- 
ment  being  brought  up,  and  a  motion  made  that  the  rcfolution  of 
the  Committee  be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  rofe  to  give  his  reafons  why  he  had  laft 
night  voted  for  the  larger  fum  ;  it  was  becaufe  he  was  in  hopes  that 
the  meafure  for  effefling  it,  propofcd  by  his  right  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Fox)  would  have  been  adopted  ;  but  he  aflfured  the  Houfe, 
that  he  did  not  vote  for  the  fiun  of  1 25,0001.  on  the  idea  of  die 
right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the  debts  of 
the  Prince  were  to  be  paid  oflf  by  fo  very  flow  degrees  as  to  leave 
fome  of  them  exifting  for  fo  long  a*  time  as  twenty-fcven  years. 
This,  he  faid,  could  not  be  confidcred  as  relieving  the  Prince,  or 
,  rendering  his  fituation  more  eafy ;  it  was  not  relieving  him  in  the 
manner  Parliament  fhould  do ;  for  it  only  held  out  the  name  of  re- 
lief, while  it  left  him  nearly  as  much  embarrafled  as  ever.  He 
wiflied  to  throw  out  for  confidcration,  notwithftanding  the  unpopu- 
larity attached  to  it,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  the  Prince 
and  for  the  Public  too,  to  have  the  debt  put  in  a  way  of  immediate 
liquidation,  the  various  items  being  firft  fubmitted  to  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  commiflioners  to  be  appointed  by  Parliament  \  for  he  thought 
it  very  likely,  that  if  fairty  afcertained,  they  would  not  amount  to 
the  fum  g^ven  in  that  Houfe.  He  iaid  he  was  well  acquainted  widi 
die  nature  of  thofe  tranfaftions,  and  could  tell  how  borrowed  money 
was  to  be  paid,  and  llbw  articles  got  on  credit  were  always  charged, 
particularly  to  a  perfon  of  the  Prince's  rank.  Mr.  Taylor  then 
enlarged  upon  the  extortion  and  frauds  to  which  tlie  Prince  v^s 
fabje£t,  and  exemplified  it  by  the  recital  of  a  matter  of  fadl  which 
had  come  within  his  own  immediate  knowledge :  "  AYriend  of  his» 
caught  with  the  elegance  of  a  pair  of  buckles  in  {i  certain  (hop,  went 
in  to  buy  them  ;  the  (hopkeeper  demanded  four  guineas  aqd  a  half, 
which  the  gentleman  thinking  an  exorbitant  price,  declined  giving; 
but  ftill  retaining  a  wifli  for  the  buckles,  reti^rAed  in  a  few  days 
and  afked  for  them^  when>  to  bis  furprixe,  he  ^^U}^ff^  ^ 
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the  Prince  of  Wales  had  fent  for  tKem,  and  that  the  fliopkcepef 
had  let  His  Royal  Hi^hncfs  have  them  for  fifteen  guineas."  It 
was,  therefore,  Mr.  Taylor  contended,  for  the  intercft  of  the 
Prince  and  the  Public,  to  afcertain  the  extent,  the  nature,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  debts;  and  tha{  being  done,  the  Parliament  (hould 
pay  them,  and  make  the  Prince  an  allowance — fufficiently  fplen-* 
did,  but  not  fo  fplendid  as  they  would,  if  no  fuch  incumbrances^  ex« 
ifted.  As  for  the  plan  of  the  right  honoi^^ble  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
it  would  not  extricate  him,  and  he  would  have  again  to  fubmit  ii« 
milar  demands  to  Parliament. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  he  was  not  in  the  Houfe  laft  night, 
but  if  he  had  been,  he  would  certainly  have  voted  for  the  fmaller 
fum,  becaufe  he  was  firmly  perfuaded  that  fuch  profufe  grants  of  the 
public  money  would  produce  more  ferious  mifchief,  more  difafFec-  * 
tion,  and  more  difcontent  than  ail  the  feditious  pamphlets  that  had 
yet  been  publifhed. 

Mr.  CURWEN  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  follow  up  on  a  fu- 
ture day  what  he  had  faid  lafl  night,  and  propofe  that  the  whole  of 
die  65,0001.  iliould  be  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  Prince's 
debts.  And  one  reafon  of  his  doing  this  was,  that  he  was  certai;i 
many  of  the  creditors  would  take  lefs  than  their  demand  if  they  were ' 
oflbed  prompt  payment.  < 

Mr,  JOLLIFFE  faid,  he  would  not  difpute  but  the  Prince 
mij^t  live  with  comfort,  and  even  fplendour,  on  half  whnt  was 
propofed  ;  but  for  the  Hoiife  to  be  occupied  wirli  difputcs  whether, 
the  fum  to  be  allowed  fhould  be  100,000].  or  1:25,000!.  was  il- 
liberal. He  was  forty,  he  faid,  to  have  heard  very  fcverc  and  un-» 
kind  things  faid  of  the  Prince.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  brought  forward  the  meafure  had  lamented  and  deplored  the 
unfortunate  circumlhinces  which  had  given  rife  to  it.  Another 
gentleman  had  talked  of  the  Prince's  breach  of  promife.  Gentle- 
men fhould  recolleft  that  they  themfelves  were  once  young,  and 
\ock  to  their  private  conduft,  and  fee  whether  they  fhould  not  for- 
give the  moft  amiable,  the  moft  generous,  the  mofl  accomplifhed 
Prince  and  Gentleman  in  Europe. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  faid,  he  difagrecd  with  the  ho- 
Jiourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  for  he  confidcred  25,0001.  a 
year  as  a  very  important  connderation  in  fuch  times  as  the  prcfent: 
he  was  therefore  for  the  fmaller  fum. 

General  TARLETON  thought  tha^  His  Majefly's  Miniftcr« 
bad  managed  die  nuptials  and  eftablifhment  very  badly,  or,  to  ufe 
a  vulgar  exprdfion,  put  the  cart  before  the  horfe.  Thevfliould 
lave  provided  fcr  the  eftablUhment  before  they,broug|te^^^ihc)^e 
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over  to  ibars  in  the  bad  fortuned  of  the  Prince.  In  private  life,  no 
father  of  honour  would  agree  tq  the  tnarriage  of  his  fon,  if  deepljL 
in  debt.  This  caine  hon^e^  he  thought,  to  tlip  Miniftm^  in  the 
prefent  cafe. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  fuch  was  the  complexion  of  the  pre-  . 
fent  budjiers^  that  there  was  no  perfon  who  ceuld  make  smy  obfer- 
vations  that  were  not  of  a  difagreeable  nature.  He  rofe,  howeyer, 
on  thc  pefciit  occafion  to  alk,  why  the  provifion  to  be  allowe4  thei 
Prihce  of  Wales  was  to  commence  from,  the  i  olh  of  Q<^ber  laft? 
His  Royal  Highncfs's  increafed  eflabUlhment  did  not  take  place  to 
c^krly,  and  therefcre  it  appeared  to  Wm  that  a  dcfire  was  Ibmewhere 
entertained  to  get  poffcffionof  afum  of  money,  and  that  a  fraud  had 
been  pradlifed  upon  the  Public.  An  honourabIe,Member  had  cpm* 
plained  th^t  the  lioufe  wcFe  wrong  in  being  fo  liberal  to  the  Prinoeft 
and  fo  illiberal  to  the  Prince.  If  the  Prince,  exclaimed  Mr.  Whit* 
bread,  is  in  a  (late  of  difcredit  with  the  Houfe,  .it  is  not  our  6ttlt 
that  he  is  in  that  flate.  I  decidedly  difapprove'  of  that  advice,  by 
M^hich  the  Prince  was  induced  to  ccme  down  to  the  Houfe ;  f\yr  nie 
did  rK>t  receive  from  his  Royal  Higbnefs  what  we  conceived  toU  a 
folemn  affurance  that  no  debts  (hould  be  contrafied  again»  and 
therefore  I  think  that  his  Royal  HighiKfs  was  ill  advifed  in  putting 
his  facred  word  at  hazard,  by  making  a  fccond  application  to  Ao 
Houfe.  The  onjy  way,  Mr.  Whitbrcad  continued,  by  which  the 
Prince  could  retrieve  his  credit  with  tlie  Public,  was  to  Cbew  tliat  be 
wiOicd  to  difcharge  his  debts  by  appropriating  a  laige  part  of  ik 
ificome.  But  was  it  decent  in  thofc  who  advifed  the  Prince,  or  was 
it  decent  in  the  Prince  himfelf,  to  commence  his  eftaUifliment,  be- 
fore he  knew  that  the  Houfe  would  confent  to  relieve  him  from  tte 
incumbrances  under  which  he  laboured  ?  He  (hould  certainly  vote 
for  the  fmaller  fqm.  There  was,  indeed,  a  fplendour  that  OMght  to 
be  attached  to  the  Heir  Apparent ;  but  would  that  fplendour  or  dig- 
nity be  Icffened,  if  the  Prince  were  to  fhcw  a  difpofition  to  relieve 
himfelf  from  the  embarraffments  in  which  he  was  at  prefect  in- 
volved r  There  were  virtues  which  no  obfcurity  could  (hroud— and 
there  were  circumdanccs  which  no  magnificence  or  fplendour  could 
veil- 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid»  it  was  impoffiUc  that  the  Prince 
cou\d  have  entered  into  his  marriage,  without  contracting  a  laige 
previous  cxpcnce.  Gentlemen  would  rccolkfl  that  he  had  (fated  ^ 
the  amount  of  the  fum  to  be  voted  for  jewels  and  plate  to  be  a7t00ol. 
although  the  adlual  coft  had  been  68,oool.  Befidcs,  it  would  be 
vecollcdcd  diat  .the  marriage  was  expended  to  haye  taken  place  (baocf 
than  it  didj  and  that  the  Prince^  thoKiorcj  l»^zbM3uiN9§i^^ 
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nicncc  his  cftabliftwncnt  fomc  time  before  the  aflual  celchration  of 
his  marriage  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  he  had  propofed  that  tho 
increafed  income  Ihould  commence  from  the  i  oth  of  Odtobcr. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  exprcffcd  his  fatisfaaion  at  Mr.  Pittas  ex- 
planation,  and  made  fome  allufion  to  the  difference  between  tlia 
Cum  to  be  voted  for  jewels  and  piate>  and  the  adual  cods  of  them* 

Mr.  GREY  faid,.  that  although  the  income  was  to  commence 
fnom  Ofi<»bcr,  the  increafed  expencc,  on  account  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  marriage,  had  not  been  incurred  previoufly  to  EaQcr. 
The  Houfe  would  certainly  feel  no  objcflion  to  relieve  the  Princf 
frQia  his  embarrafiments,  if  they  faw  any  promife  of  future  econo> 
vy.  But  inflead  of  this,  the  Houfe  had  feen  that  bis  Royal  High- 
ncfs  had  already  begun  to  confume  his  increafed  ]ncome>  and  had 
even  contradied  a  debt  of  6 8, cool,  before  he  knew  that  the  Houfe 
Wduld  confcnt  to  relieve  him  from  the  embarraffmcnts  under  which 
he  laboured.  In  the  proper  ftage  of  the  bill,  he  fhould  move  the 
iotrodudion  the  fumof  40,000!.  inftead  of  65,000!.  At  pre- 
^nt,  he  only,  meant  to  move  an  amendment  to  that  efFcd,  for  the 
pivpofe  of  having  it  infcrted  on  the  journals. 

The  report  of  the  Corfimittee  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
die  amendment  being  put  from  the  Ciiair,  was  negatived  without  4 
dBviiion. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved  an  amendment  to  the  report,  by  infert- 
|{ig  the  Crown  lands  as  a  fund  from  which  the  debts  of  the  Piinco 
ihould  be  paid. 

Ms.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  being  a  queflion  about  an 
annual  income,  the  fale  of  lands  could  not  well  apply  to  it,  and 
added,  that  there  could  be  no  greater  delufion  than  the  notion,  that 
applying  the  Crown  lands  to  thispurpofe,  would  be  a  (aving  to  the 
Public  ;  for  if  applied  to  this,  there  could  not  be  other  ocjcafions 
fcr  which  they  would  futurely  anfwer.  Introducing  it  here,  there- 
fere,  only  rendered  the  affair  more  complies  ted  and  confufed. 

Mr.  HUSSEY,  in  reply,  faid,  that  the  Crown  lands  now  an- 
frercd  no  end  but  one,  the  proper  name  for  which  was  too  harfli 
fcr  him  to  utter^- influence,  or  fomething  worfe.  He  wilhed  to 
fa  them  turned  to  private  property,  and  cultivated  'for  tlic  general 
benefit  of  the  community. 

Negatived  widiout  a  divifion. 

Monday,  18/A  May. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  notwithfknding  the  importance 
of  a  itA>jed  which  liad  lately  been  agitated,  and  was  ()iU  depending 
I     bcfcie  thQ  Houfi5>  namely,  the  condiia  and  debtS[j^i,jJ^  <SmJ^ 
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parent  to  the  Crown  ;  notwitbftanding  his  knowledge  that  another  \ 
circumftance  of  great  magnitude,  and  of  an  extraordinaiy  nature^  ' 
viz.  the  irregular  and  unprecedented  recall  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  .  | 
of  Ireland,  would  be  fubmitted  to  their  confideration  to-morrow ; 
notwithftanding  the  general  expctaation  of  the  fpcedy  difcuflion  of  a 
matter  ftill  more  intereAing  and  important,  that  of  war  and  peace, 
yet  he  hoped  that  day  to  obtain  the  attention  and  indulgence  of  die 
Houfe ;  for  he  was  going  to  (late  to  them  a  bufmefs  infinitelj  more  i 
intereAing  and  important  than  even  any  of  thofe  to  which  be  had 
alluded.    In  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe  the  fbtement  and  the  motion  -j 
which  he  fliould  have  the  honour  to  make,  he  was  going  to  call  them  "  j 
to  a  rc^ollcdion  of  their  moiV  facred  fundlions ;  to  point  out  a  ' 
Inoft  daring  and  flagrant  violation  of  their  bell  and  dearcft  privi- 
leges ;  and  to  urge  them  to  an  effort  to  preferve  their  due  weight  I 
and  authority  in  the  conftitution.  It  muft  be  obvious  to  the  meaneft 
underflandingy  that  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  were  legiflative  or  inquifitorial,  whether  they  were  con- 
trolling  over  the  Executive  or  Judicial  branches  of  Adminidration,  , 
all  the  weight  of  their  power  and  authority  depended  on  their  re* 
taining  the  power  of  the  purfe  ;  confequcntly  every  attempt  to  de- 
prive them  of  that  went  to  the  annihilation  of  their  Houfe. 

He  then  ftatcd,  that  in  1792,  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament, 
the  King  had  granted  to  the  army  an  allowance  of  three  halfpence 
per  day  for  bread,  and  one  penny  for  fundries  ;  that  on  die  meeting 
of  Parliament,  this  was  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  and.  included  after- 
wards in  the  Extraordinarics  of  the  Army  ;  but  it  had  then  been 
challenged  by  Mr.  Fox  as  unconftitutional,  inafmuch  as  all  grants 
to  the  army,  or  to  any  purpofe,  (hould  originate  in  the  Commons* 
It  was  then,  however,  paffed  by  ;  and  now  this  challenged  precc^ 
dent  was  made  ufe  of  to  cover  a  ftill  more  extraordinary  one  of  Mi- 
niftcrial  power.    On  the  1 8th  of  April,  the  Duke  of  York  fcnt  a 
letter,  which  he  read  ;  the  War  Office  fcnt  another ;  and  on  the 
25th  another,  all  to^the  General  Officers  commanding  diftrids,  or- 
dering them  to  give  one  penny  per  day  to  the  troops  for  bread  \  and 
to  furnifh  them  with  meat  at  fourpcncc  halfpenny  per  pound,^  what-  . 
ever  might  be  the  puce.    That  thcfe  fcveral  allowances,  all  grant- 
ed without  confuTting  Parliament,  ^mounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
760,0001.  per  annUm,  taking  the  army  at  100,000  men,  which  | 
he  believed  was  below  the  real  number  ;  but  the  Secretary  at  W» 
having  denied  him  a  return  of  the  army,  he  was  obliged  to  take  it  \ 
at  a  guefs  ;  but  whatever  was.  the  number,  it  did  not  make  the  leaft 
alteration  in  the  principle  of  his  argument  or  motion.    //  was 


A.  1795. 


D  E  B  A  T  E  Si 


33J 


King  had.  a  right  to  grant  one  farthing  of  money  to  the  armyy  without 
the  confent  of  Parliament,  He  wift>ed  to  afj'ert  this  on  the  hroadefi 
lajisy  and  in  the  Jtrongeft  terms  which  the  EngHJh  language  could  af- 
ford. An  abufe  of  language  often  led  to  an  abufc  of  things  ;  he 
would  therefore  mention  that  the  army  was  commonly  called  the 
Kings  army  ;  in  fomcfcnfes  it  undoubtedly  was  the  King's  army  ; 
that  is,  the  King,  as  firft  Magiftrate  of  the  State,  was  entrufted 
with  the  appointment  to  commifliuns,  w  ith  the  difciplinc.  With  the 
difbribotion  and  ftatiojiing,  and  with  the  command  of  the  army : 
fo  far  it  was  his  army ;  but  the  exiftencc  of  it  depended  on  the  an- 
nual votes  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  its  pay  could  only 
originate  in  the  annual -vote  of  this  Houfe  ;  confequcntly,  any  Mi- 
niftcr  who  advifed  the  King  to  grant  any  money  in  any  other  mode, 
was  guilty  of  treafon  againft  the  Conftitution.  It  would  not  b6  de- 
nied that  the  King  had  not  the  power  in  himfelf  alone  over  the  na- 
tional purfc  ;  therefore  of  himfelf  he  could  not  grant  the  money  of , 
the  nation  to  the  army :  but  he  would  put  a  ftill  ftrongcr  cafe  ;  the 
King  might  have  funds  of  his  own  ;  favings  from  the  £le<3orate^ 
or  bcquefts  or  gifts  from  his  many  Royal  relations.  Even  then,  the 
Houfe  ought  not  to  allow  him  to  give  one  (hilling  of  this  to  Britifll 

I     foldiers  ;  becaufe  it  was  to  them  alone  the  foldicrs  w^re  to  look 

I     for  pay. 

!  This  great  principle  being  dlfcuffed,  there  remained  fotre  fmallcr 
I  features  of  the  meafure  which  deferved  attention.  By  the  order  to 
I  Commanding  Officers  td  furnifli  their  men  with  meat  at  fourpcnce 
bal^hny,  two  confequcnces  would  enfue ;  namely,  the  people 
I     would  pay  in  a  tax  the  whc Je  amount  of  the  difference  of  the  price  ; 

and  next,  as  the  meat  muft  be  bought  for  the.  foldiers  at  any  price, 
I     the  price  muft  be  raifed  to  the  community,  and  thus  the y  would  pay 
;     doubly.    A  worfe  confequence  would  happen  ;  the  foldiers  and  thp 
people  would  be  arrayed  in  two  moft  dangerous  diftindiions  ;  one 
paying  cheaply  and  the  other  dearly  for  provifions ;  anci  this  fcemcd 
a  natural  introduftion  to  a  military  defpotifm.    All  this  might  have 
I     been  avoided,  in  a  manner  eqiihlly  dignified  for  the  King,  equally 
good  for  the  foldiers,  and  lefs  hurtful  for  the  people  ;  and  at  the 
iame  time  the  privileges  of  the  Commons  would  have  been  prc- 
I     fervcd.    The  Minifters  ought  to  have  brought  down  a  meffage  from 
the  Throne,  ftating  the  neceffity  and  propriety  of  foitie  farther  al- 
I     lowance  to  the  troops,  and  it  would  have  been  chcarfully  and  jegu- 
I     larly  granted.    ETvery  body  knew  that  the  old  pay,  having  been  fixed 
I     in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell  or  Charles  the  Second,  was  now 
inadequate  to  the  fubfiftence  of  oflScer  ix  foWicr ;  but  he  repeated, 
and  wiihed  to  imprefs  it  in  tbeibongefi  xnanner^  ^Ld^^&^^e 
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^mc  from  the  Parliament,  and  not  from  the  Crowft.  Ht  wdUld 
therefore  move  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  Iq  confidcr  of 
the  papers  which  ordered,  by  the  iimple  mandate  of  die  King,  dicfe 
allowances.  If  he  obtained  the  Committee,  he  (hould  move  in  it 
a  refolution  that  the  grants  in  queftion  were  unconditutkxial.  He 
then  read  his  intended  motion,  and  moved. 

That  the  Hoiifc  do  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  coniideration  certain  circular  ordeis  iflued 
on  the  1 8th  day  of  April  lad,  by  his  Royal  Highncfs  Field  Mar- 
ihal  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  General  Officers  commaiiding  diftiids; 
alfo,  circular  orders  of  the  fame  date  fent  fixmi  the  War  Office ; 
and  alfo,  other  circular  orders  fent  from  the  War  Office,  dated 
April  25th,  all  refpeding  allowances  lately  granted  by  His  Mt- 
jefty  to  the  Army,  without  the  advice  or  confent  of  Parliament." 

The  fdlowing  are  Copies  of  the  Orders  referred  to  in  the  9bov6 
motion : 

(COPY.) 

T^i  Houfe^  i8db  2?/r;/ 179J. 

My  Lord, 

IT  having  been  repreftntcd  to  His  Majefty,  that  the  prcfent  ;»llowaDrt 
of  one  penny  half-penny  per  day  to  the  foldicrs  in  Great  Britain,  for 
•he  purchtifc  of  one  pound  and  a  half  of  bread,  is,  from  the  rcry  ad» 
▼anced  price  of  that  article,  inadequate  copurchafe  the  quantity  fpecilwi| 

His  Maicfty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  take  the  fame  into  confidcr- 
ation;  and  I  hare  to  acquaint  you/  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  alloif 
the  troops  in  regard  to  bread  as  they  would  be  in  camp* 

Mis  Majefty  has  been  faithcr  pleafcd  to  lignify  his  pleafure,  that  ia 
confcqufence  of  the  prefent  high  price  of  provLfions,  contrad^s  (hould  be 
immediately  entered  into  by  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  for 
ihe.fupply  of  meat  for  their  corps,  under  certain  regulations,  to  be  traof- 
mitred  trom  the  Secretary  at  War;  fo  as  that  the  cxpence  of  meat  to  tbtf 
jbldier  (hall  not  exceed  ioar  pence  half-penny  per  pound. 

War  Office, 
30th  April  1 79 J.  I  am, 

Windham,  My  Loud, 

Yottr\ 

(Signed)      FREDERICK,  F.  ftt 


(COPY.) 
Circular. 

WarOffce^  liti  jfyril  tj^f* 

SIR, 

THE  King  having  been  pleafcd,  in  confequence  of  the  terf  bigk 
price  of  bread,  to  dirc(5t  that  his  forces,  as  Well  in  quarters  as  iti  Iw""* 
ncks>  ^hftU  from  this  time  receiTc  their  bread  »t  the  |ig>^]|$b$^^ 
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be  furniflied  tothfitn  in  camp  1  I  have  it  in  command  (in  theabfence  of 
the  Secretary  at  War)  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  difference  between  tKe 
ufual  camp  ftbppage,  of  five  pence,  per  loaf,  and  the  aiSlual  prxcc'will  be 
ailoMTcd  to  the  non-commiflioned  o0icers  and  private  foldiers  of  the  troopt 
withia  your  djftri£t ;  which  difference,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  not  exceed 
four  pence  per  loaf,  each  loaf  being  of  lix  pounds  weight,  and  as  nearly 
at  poflible  of  the  lame  quality  with  thofc  delivered  in  camp.  You  will 
be  pleafcd  forthwith  ro  communicate  this  to  the  Com -nanding  Officers  of 
the  diflfcrcnt  corps,  that  they  may  govern  themfclves  acccrdingly. 

The  extra  allowance  above  meatioocd  is  to  be  charged  in  the  public  ac« 
Compts  of  the  refpedive  corps. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       M,  Lnvit: 

War  Office, 
Joth  April  r79S« 

W.  Wlr^DHAM. 


I  (COPY.) 

!  ff^arOffice^  2tth  April  I7g<. 

I  SIR,  .  \  . 

THE  price  of  butchers  meat  bein^  at  this  time  ettremely  high,  and 
j      there  being  Kttle  profpcft  of  its  rcdutlion  till  the  feafon  is  farther  advanc- 
,      cd;  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  (in  the  abfcnce  of  the  Secretary 
1      at  War)  that  the  King  has  been  graciouflv  pleafed  to  direfl^,.  that  the  ex- 
tra price  thereof,  beyond  four  pence  halfpenny  per  pound,  (ball  be  al- 
lowed to  the  non-commifHoned  officers  and  private  foldiers  of  the  troopi 
I      within  your  diftn<fl,  and  be  made  a  charge  in  the  public  accounts  of  the 
'      refpedive  corps.  In  making  known  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  corpi 
j      this  frclh  inflance  of  His  Majeily's  goodncfs,  you  will  be  pleafcd  to  cau- 
I      Hon  them  in  the  ftrongeft  manfier  to  watch  over  the  application  of  it,  and 
I      to  jive  the  utmoft  attention  to  prevent  any  excefs  of  expenditure,  by 
\      taking  care  that  no  higher  price  is  given  than  is  abfolutely  neceflary  foe 
I      procuring  good  and  wholefome  meat,  fuch  as  foldiers  are  ufed  to  have  ; 
\      and  that  no  extravagance  be  admitted^  either  as  to  the  quantity  or  quality 
thereof. 

Ihare^  &c. 

War  Office, 
3bth  April  1795. 

W.  Windham. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  rofc  for  the  jpurpofe  of  fceondingthe  mo- 
tion of  his  honourable  friend,  and  glad  he  vas,  that  this  matter 
had  at  laft  been  brought  before  the  Houfe>  for  a  nK>re  daring  and 
unconftitutional  proceeding  had  never  happened  iri  this  country.-^ 
His  honourable  friend  had  exprefled  fome  furprize  at  not  feeing  the 
Secietaiy  at  War  in  his  [^ace  this  day,  and  he  felt  the  fame  \  how- 
ever, as  onr  a  former  oecafion  a  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  oppofite 
to  him  (Mr.  DuiKbs}  had  been  anfwercd  fur  by  Mr.  Windham^ 
Vw^XU.  Xx  n  \ 
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to-day.  He  fuppofed  the  reafon  why  his  honourable  friend,  the 
Secretary  at  War^  was  not  prefent,  was,  that  he  had  been  againft 
the  ifTiMng  of  thefe  orders  for  he  obferved  diat  his  name  was  not 
to  the  orders,  but  fh^t  they  were  figncd  by  the  Firft  Clerk,  or  Sc- 
cond  Secretary.  He  well  knew  his  honourable  friend  valued  the 
Confutation,  and  believed  he  would  not  do  any  thing  to  violate  its 
bed  and  moft  eflential  principles.  It  was  a  fi^cd,  a  fettled  piin- 
ciple  of  the  Conftitution,  that  the  King  cannot  difpofe  of  money 
for  any  purpofe  whatever  from  the  pockets  of  the  fubjedls,  without 
the  confcnt  of  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament.  Here  was  an  attempt  to 
difpofe  of  near  a  million  of  money  by  the  King's  fole  authority, 
without  any  application  whatever  to  Parliament,  though  it  was  fit- 
ting at  the  time.  It  was  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  it  behoved 
the  Houfe  to  look  to  it  with  a  jealous  eye.  This  money  was  given  to 
the  foldier  as  a  mere  gratuitous  donation  of  the  King  himfelf,  and 
it  was  evidently  intended  thereby  to  imprcfs  on  the  minds  of  th« 
foldiers  that  it  was  the  King  alone,  and  not  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  who,  in  fa<ft,  were  to  pay  the  whole,  though  it  was  held  out 
as  if  it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  King  only.  It  was  a  meafure 
which  he  deemed  of  fo  daring  and  unconftitutional  a  nature,  that 
he  thought  thofe  Miniftcrs  whoadvifcd  it,  defcrved  to  be  impeached 
if  ever  any  Minifter  defcrved  that  proceeding  to  be  adopted  againft 
him.  He  faw  no  difference  between  this  and  the  cafe  of  (hipmoney, 
and  indeed  if  the  Principle  were  once  admitted,  there  was  no  know- 
ing where  it  would  end.  He  illuflrated  his  argument  by  a  quota- 
tion from  the  luminous  Gibbon,  upon  the  donatives  of  the  Roman 
Emperors,  whereby  the  hearts  of  the  foldiers  were  corrupted,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  Roman  people  overturned.  In  the  Roman  Em- 
perors, thefe  donatives,  hp  obferved,  were  more  excufeable,  bc- 
caufc  they  concentrated  in  themfelves  the  exercife  of  all  dominion  ; 
but  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  abfolutc  rule  and  Govcrnnicnt  is 
vefted  in  the  people,  or  by  them  entrufted  to  their  reprefentatives, 
it  more  efpccially  became  their  duty  and  their  intcrefl  to  exert  their 
prerogative,  and  check  the  evil  in  its  growth.  Was  it  not  furpriz- 
ing,  he  afked,  that  thefe  allowances  fliould  have  been  granted  with- 
out the  leail  intimation  to  Parliament?  It  had  been  lately  faid, 
that  Parliament  entertained  an  inflindlivc  refpeA  for  the  meflage  of 
the  King:  furely  dien  a  meffage  might  have  been  brought  down  by 
His  Majefty  6  Minifters,  exprefTive  of  their  intentions  when  they 
could  have  confided  in  the  inftindlive  rcfpedl  and  veneration  of  the 
Parliament  for  tlieir  fupport.  Formerly  the  Parliament  fat  Acre 
to  exercife  their  reafon,  but  now  they  obeyed  a  ftionger  impulfc  and 
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decided  by  inAin(^.  Reafon  was  a  flow  comparative  faculty, 
j  which  was  formed  upon  eftablifhcd  principles  by  experience  and  dc- 
liberadon ;  whereas  inftind  was  a  bold,  intuitive,  and  fubtle  qua- 
lity which  diAjnguifhes  at  a  glance,  and  brutes  have  the  happinefs  to 
enjoy  it  in  a  greater  d^ec  than  man.  Fortunately  for  us  we  have 
difcovered  the  vad  utility  of  this  admirable  talent,  and  henccfor* 
ward  wc  may  hope  to  act  in  an  irwerfe  ratioy  and  as  our  reafon  de- 
clines, find  our  inftind  enlarged  ;  fo  that  we  may  fay  with  the 
Poet, 

,  **  And  Reafun  raife  o'er  Inftinft  as  we  can  ; 

In  this  'tis  God  direds,  in  that  'tis  Man." 

(     Mr.  Windliam  appearing  in  his  place  at  this  time,  Mr#  Courtc-r 
nay  faid,  he  was  happy  to  fee  his  honourable  friend  in  his  place  for 
^     two  realoBs:  firft,  becaufe  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
j     claming  any  (hare  in  iffuing  thofc  circular  orders  if  be  really  had 
f      been  againft  them;  and  next,  becaufe  he  would  fave  the  right  ho- 
\     nourafole  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  the  trouble  of  returning  that 
*      compliment  which  the  Secretar)"  at  War  had  paid  Mr.  Dundas  on 
■      a  future  occafion.    [A  loud  laugh.]    Mr.  Courtenay  with  great 
readincfs  faid,        Naturam  eKpellasfurcn  tanienufque  recurret.  He 
I      then  repeated  what  he  faid  in  Mr.  Windham*s  abfence,  and  con- 
f     eluded  by  declaring,  tlxat  it  was  with  tlie  greateft  pleafure  and  fatis* 
faction  that  he  feconded  the  prefent  motion. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  apologized  to  the  Houfe  for  his 
abfence  at  the  commencement  of  bufincfs,  from  which  he  felt  the 
inconvenience  of  not  having  heard  all  the  animadverfions  directed 
J      againft  himfelf,  and,  in  confequence,  of  not  being  prepared  to  reply 
I      to  a  great  part  of  what  might  have  been  faid.  •  The  honourable  gen- 
dcman  who  had  fpoken  laft  had  drawn  fnom  the  meafure,  a  great 
I     deal  more  than  he  thought  it. contained ;  be  was  a  good  performer, 
u     and  had  fetched  from  the  inftrument  drains  which  could  not  have 
i      been  cxpc<£led.    For  his  part  he  could  not  difcover  the  degradation 
to  bimfdf,  the  unconftitutional  policy,  the  danger  among  the  fol- 
i      diers,  or  the  injury  to  the  people,  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
I      had  defcribed,  as  attached  to  the  meafure.  It  was  a  meafure  dictat- 
ed by  the  uiigency  of  the  occafion.    If  there  was  any  degradation  in 
the  way  in  which  the  orders  came  to  him,  it  was  a  degradation  in- 
feparable  from  his  office,  fincc  they  had  come  through  the  regular 
and  cuftomary  channel  of  communication.    The  objedlions  uiged 
might  be  divided  into  two  parts,  firft  as  they  applied  to  the  general 
principle,  and  fccondly  to  the  particular  meafure.    The  obje£lion^ 
on  the  ground  of  principle,  if  carried  to  its  utmoft  extent,  would 
equally  apply  to  every  allowance  in  kind.    It  liad  always  been  ufual' 
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to  give  bread  to  the  foldiers  whik  in  camp.  This  was  done  ftom 
the  confideration,  that  Government  might,  by  contrad,  procure  a 
large  quantity  of  bread  more  advantageoufly  than  the  poor  foldicr 
could  purcliafe  in  retail.  So,  in  the  prcfent  cafe.  Government 
might  be  able  to  find  meat  at  four-pence  halfpenny  per  pound, 
when  the  foldier  going  to  market  could  not  have  it  at  the  fame  ratel 
In  a  great  part  of  the  countrj'  there  was  no  rife,  which  would 
der  it  neccffary  for  Government  to  pay  more  than  fout-pcnce  half- 
penny, and  in  the  few  places  where  there  was  a  rife,  he  fubmittcd 
to  the  Houfe  whether  the  propriety  of  granting  the  relief  was  not  juf- 
tified  by  the  preffure  of  the  times.  As  to  foldiers  purchafing  at 
what  prices  they  pleafe,  fufficicnt  precautions  were  taken  againft  that 
abufe.  I'he  Hpufe  had  now  the  whole  of  the  fed  before  them ; 
it  was  for  thejn  to  confidcr  whether  it  was  of  fo  ferious  a  nature  as 
to  juflify  the  alarm  which  had  bcwi  attempted  to  be  raifed  on  th^ 
fubjeft.  He  referred  to  the  precedent  of  the  augmentation  which 
Iiad  taken  place  in  1792.  '  As  to  the  principle,  no  objcflion  would 
ipply  on  that  fcore,  which  would  not  equally  apply  to  every  regula- 
tion granting  provifion  in  kind. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  queftion  was  exceedingly  fimple,  and 
on  which  he  conceived  there  could  not  be  twoopiniohs  in  the  Houfe,' 
-  The  queffion  was,  whether,  durmg  the  fitting  of  Pariiament,  it 
was  fitting,  upon  any  pretence  of  urgency,  to  grant  an  augmentation 
of  pay  to  the  army  ?  As  to  the  point  of  economy  by  grantii^  pro^ 
vifion  in  kind,  that  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  difcuffion. 
The  prefent  was  a  direft  addition  of  pay  to  the  army.  His  honour- 
able  friend  had  faid  nothing  of  the  allowance  granted  for  bread. 
He  had  confined  his  remarks  to  meat,  which  he  had  fuppofcd  couW 
ftill  in  moft  places  be  purchaf^d  at  four- pence  halfpcnnv  per  pound. 
He  was  afraid  that  fuch  was  not  the  cafe.  With  rcfpeci  to  bread,  a 
great  advance  had  unqueftionably  taken  place  i  the  loaf  which  fbr- 
ircriy  wasToId  for  5d.  wns  now  fold  for  Qd.  which  made  on  every 
loaf  an  advance  of  ^d.  This  muft  ncccflliriJy  be  attended  widi  a 
very  gieat  expence.  He  would  not  fay  tiiat  the  alloTiance  was  im- 
proper, or  not  warranted  by  the  preffure  of  circuroftances,  but 
ought  not  the  relief  to  have  come  from  Pariiament,  and  not  from 
ttc  Crown  r  His  honourable  friend  had  referred  them  to  the  aug- 
Aicntation  which  had  taken  place  in  1 792  ;  he  lamented  the  faflat 
the  time,  and  much  more  fo^  if  it  was  now  to  be  adduced  as  a  pre- 
cedent. He  confidered  too  that  the  prefent  migHt  Ve  ufed  at  a  fub- 
fcquent  period,  as  a  pretence  for  a  more  alarming  advancement. 
JHc  thought  that  it  was  a  thing  fit  to  be  done  in  itfelf,  if  it  had  been 
ttone  m  the  proper  way,  not  by  an  intcrfercnre  of  the  Exocutivt 
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Pbwer,  ixit  by  the  wifdom  and  authority  of  Parlinmeot.  .  If  Parr 
j  Samcnt  had  not  been  fitting,  the  pretence  of  the  urgency  of  the  oc- 
cafion  might  then  with  fome  (hew  of  plauflbility  have  been  urged  as 
a  juftificadon  of  the  mcafure.  But  how  could  fuch  a  pretext  be 
brought  Ibrward  at  a  time  when  Parliament  was  fitting,  and  when 
the  meafuie  had  taken  place  not  only  without  their  confcnt,  but  evca 
without  the  nptificaljbn  of  a  ineffagc?  It  might  at  a  future  period 
be  urged  as  a  pretext  for  a  iimilar  advance,  that  a  precedent  had 
been  aflbrded  in  1795,  when  fuch  a  mcafure  had  taken  place,  of 
I  which  no  official  notice  had  been  given  to  the  Houfc,  till  they  were 
afterwards  called  upon  to  pay  the  expence  incurred  in  the  Extraordi- 
narics  of  the  Army,  without  having  any  opportunity  afforded  dicm 
Jar  the  exercifc  of  judgement  or  difcrction.  Upon  the  wh(de  he 
could  not  help  confidering  this  meafure  as  an  attack  upon  Ae  Con- 
^tudon,  of  that  nature,  which  called  for  the  moft  ferious  attention 
of  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
pan  appeared  to  have  miAaken  the  queftion,  as  ftatcd  by  his  lio- 
rouiable  friend.  He  remarked  that  he  had  taken  notice  of  bread, 
fo^  this  plain  rcafon,  becaufc,  while  in  the  camp,  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  the  fame  allowance  of  bread.  So  that  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  the  mcafure  adopted  was  only  accelerating  to  them  a 
relief  under  the  prcffure  of  extraordinary  circumflances,  or  which 
they  muft  at  any  rSite  have  been  in  poffefTion  in  the  courfe  of  four  or 
five  weeks.  The  reafon  why  no  mcflage  had  been  fcnt  to  the  Houfc, 
was  becaofe  no  eftimate  could  be  made  out  of  the  amount  of  the  re- 
lief which  it  might  be  neceffary  to  grant.  It  was  entirely  a  con- 
tingent relief,  varying  according  to  the  circumftanccs  of  place  and 
time.  He  admitted  that  it  would  have  been  more  regular  to  have 
prcvioufly  conveyed  forhe  notificntion  to  the  Houfc,  but  where  no 

1  eftimate  could  be  made  out,  nothing  was  more  common  than  for 
Parliament  to  pve  their  fubfcqnent  fan£Vion  to  a  meafure  adopted 
from  the  uigcncy  of  thcoccafion.  If  the  prefcnt  was  a  thing  right 
to  be  done,  it  was  a  thing  which  muft  ncccffarily  have  been  done 
without  cfiimate.    He  referred  to  what  had  taken  place  in  1792, 

I  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  brought  forward  exadly 
the  fame  fort  of  arguments,  and  when  the  Houfe  by  their  filcnce 
had  cxpreffcd  their  approbation  of  what  had  been  done  on  the  oc- 
cafion.  The  honourable  mover  had  faid,  that  it  would  have  been 
much  better  to  have  granted  an  augmentation  of  pay ;  this  was  furcly 
a  Ifaangc  argument,  that  it  would  be  better  to  grant  an  augmentation 
of  pay,  which,  once  given,  cmld  not  be  taken  away  without  hard- 
fl«p,  than  a  mere  temporary  relief  in  the  nature  of  a  loan  adapted 
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Co  the  extent  of  the  occaiion,  and  ccafing'with  the  exigency  of  the 
times  which  gave  it  birth. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  what  he  heard  from  the  Miniftcr 
this  day  darmed  him  much.  It  increafed  the  jealoufy  he  always 
had  of  Executive  GoTemment  in  aflairs  of  this  nature.  He  thought 
it  ought  to  increafe  the  jealoufy  of  the  Houfe.  He  never  would 
give  his  confent  to  any  pl^n  for  fubmitting  to  the  demands  of  foldicrs 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  even  although  they  ihould  demand  what 
.  was  their  right,  bccaufc  that  tended  to  eftabliih  a  very  bad  precedent. 
If  foldiers  demanded  any  thing  with  arms  in  their  lunds,  it  was  the 
duty  of  Government  to  refift  them  boldly  at  once,  bccaufe  if  the 
point  was  once  eftablifhed  that  foldiers  had  what  they  demanded 
while  under  arms,  they  would  fooa  be  brought  to  demand  what 
they  never  ought  to  have.  His  rule,  therefore,  in  fiich  cafes, 
would  be  to  rciift  and  fubduc  thofe  who  thu?  demanded,  and  if  juft, 
to  grant  fuch  demands  afterwards. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  after  what  had  been  juft  faid 
by  an  honourable  General,  it  became  ncccffary  for  him  to  allude  to 
a  fadl  which  applied  to  the  tendency  of  the  argument  of  the  ho- 
nourable General.  Some  of  the  military  had,  in  a  particular  ifi- 
ftance,  made  dcipands  in  the  manner  alluded  to.  There  was  the 
utmoft  vigour  ufed  on  the  prt  of  Executive  Government  to  bring 
the  infurgcnts  to  a  due  fenfc  of  their  duty,  and  they  were  all  quelled 
.  before  any  thing  they  afked  was  granted  to  them. 

General  SMITH  was  glad  to  hear  this.  But  when  the  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer  talked  of  the  inftancc  alluded  to,  he  did  not 
take  the  whole  fubjefl  into  view.  InRcad  of  there  being  only  an 
inftance,  there  were  many.  The  cafe  was  general  over  the  countiy 
where  the  military  were  Rationed. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  had  only  a  few  word^s  to  lay  upon  this 
fubjedl.  He  was  not  prepared  to  fay  much,  were  he  fo  inclined, 
for  when  he  came  to  the  Houfe,  he  was  not  aware  that  this  fubjc^i 
was  to  be  debated  this  day.  He  heard  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  brought  the  matter  forward.  He  gave  the  bert  attention  he 
was  able  to  his  arguments,  and  alfo  to  thofe  of  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber who  fecondcd  the  motion.  They  made  confiderablc  imprefilon 
upon  him,  and  he  wiihed  to  hear  them  anfwered.  When  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  arofc  he  expected  from  his  talents  and  from  the  fim- 
ation  in  which  he  flood,  that  a  complete  anfwer  would  be  given. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fpoken  for  a  confiderablc 
time,  but  after  all  he  faid,  he  mufl  confefs,  he  never  heard  lefsiaid 
to  the  fubjcft  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time  in  his  life.  When  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  he  formed  another  and  fimilar  ex- 
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pc&tion  o(  him  ;  but  Ixc  muft  again  fay>  that  in  his  mind,  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  faid  as  little  to  the  fubjcd.  This  wa« 
a  zneaTure  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  as  unconftinitional  as  any  that 
ever  came  for  difcuffion  before  that  Houfe.  It  was  a  very  alarming, 
one.  The  manner  in  which  Minifters  had  treated  it,  made  it  ftill 
more  fo.  It  was  not,  however,  new,  for  every  four  or  five  day* 
ibmcditng  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution  came  from  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
inflCTs,  and  was  always  fupportcd  by  urKronflirutional  arguments. 
He  hoped  there  would  be  a  divilion  upon  this  queftion  ;  and  under 
tiut  hope  he  (bould  Aay  in  the  Houfe,  if  it  were  neceflfary,  until 
fcvcn  in  the  morning  to  give  his  vote  upon  it. 

i  General  TARLETON  faid,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
had  endeavoured  to  involve  the  queftion  in  difficulties  which  did  not 
belong  to  it,  but  they  had  not  touched  on  the  motion  itfelf.  Per« 
haps  Minifters  had  a  Conftitution  of  their  own ;  but  by  the  old 
Conftittition  of  England  he  underftood  that  the  King  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  ^  the  difpofition  of  its  difcipline,  and  the  pn>- 
motion  of  its  officers.  But  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  the 
purfc,  by  which  that  army  was  paid,  and  the  power  of  voting  for 
its  number  and  continuance ;  therefore  when  any  addition  was 
wanted,  either  to  the  number,  or  the  pay,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  the  power  to  apply  to,  efpedally  when  Parliament  was  fitting. 
To  all  Royal  donatives  to  armies  he  objeftcd,  for  they  had  ncvef 
been  much  in  ufe,  except  when  they  preceded,  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
the  downfal  of  an  Empire.  The  Houfe  ought  to  look  at  the  efFeft 
which  this  meafure  would  unavoidably  produce ;  next  year  we  (houid 
have  to  vote  pretty  nearly  a  million  of  money  to  pay  the  cxpcnce  of 
it.  In  one  word,  it  was  part  of  the  fyftem  whidi  Minifters  had 
long  ago  adopted,  and  which  had  been  manifefted  by  the  building  of 
barracks  all  over  the  kingdom.    By  the  landing  of  the  Heffian 

I    troops,  and  the  arguments  in  fupport  of  fuch  meafures,  all  put  to- 

.  gcther,  proved  that  the  prcfent  Minifters  aimed  at  introducing  an 
tntire  military  government  in  this  country. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  approved  of  the  motion.  He  difliked 
Ac  influence  of  the  Crown  ;  particularly  fo  when  that  came  from 
the  army.  If  the  pay  of  the  foldiers  was  found  to  be  too  little,  it 
OQ^t  to  be  increaied,  but  he  confidered  any  thing  given  to  them  as 
a  boon,  totally  wrong. 

Mr.  STEEL  faid,  that  if  all  the  troops  had  been  in  the  field  on 
one  day,  he  apprehended  there  could  I^ve  been  no  objedlion  to 
^hat  had  been  done.    The  queftion  now  was — Whether,  imder 

I  all  the  circumftances,  what  had  been  done  in  this  cafe,  was  necef- 
4»y  ?    He  ftated  feme  points  in  which  the  cxpcnce  had  been  over*. 
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ntcd,  and  concluded  with  declaring,  that,  in  hU  opinion,  there 
tras  not  the  leaft  ncceffity  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  the  amoant  of  the  fum  which  this  mca- 
fure  might  call  for  did  not  appear  to  him  fo  important  as  the  prin- 
ciple which  it  tended  to  maintain.    That  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
fhou'd  hold  the  public  purfc  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  principle  never 
tp  be  given  up.    This  was  exemplified  by  the  uniform  pradHce  of 
Parliament.    If  the  Houfe  of  Lords  made  the  flighteft  alteration  in 
any  money  bill — a  common  turnpike-road  cut  for  inftancc,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  principle,  invariably  rcjc6ted  the  bill. 
All  that  part  of  the  argument,  therefore,  ^that  referred  to  thefmall- 
ncfs  of  the  fum,  went,  in  his  mind,  for  nothing ;  for  the  principle 
in  this  cafe  was  every  thing.    Even  were  it  otherwife,  he  ihould 
be  hound  to  fay  that  Minifters  defended  a  bad  principle  by  a  felfc  af- 
fertion  as  to  feds.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  had  faid,  that  if  the  troops  were  all  in  camp,  there  would 
have  been  no  objeSion  to  the  meafurc.    How  did  that  ftand  ?  if  it 
had  been  for  one  month  in  that  way,  the  principle  of  giving  the  al- 
lowance, without  intimation  to  ParliaDient  tiicn  fitting,  would  have 
been  the  fame  as  if  they  had  been  all  in  quarters :  and'  the  qucftiod 
was,  how  far  the  principle  of  granting  an  allowance  iri  this  way  ; 
could  be  defended  ?    A  great  deal  had  been  faid  on  <he  precedent, 
which  ought  to  make  the  Houfe  cautious  how  they  fuflfcred  jM^ecc- 
dents  to  accumulate,  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ob- 
lerved  that  a  debate  arofe  on  former  occafions  on  this  fubjcd,  and 
as  the  Houfe  had  not  dlfappioved  by  a  vote  of  the  condud  of  Mini- 
fters, the  filence  of  die  Houfe  was  to  be  conftrued  into  pofirive  ap- 
probation.   If  fuch  was  to  be  thd  conftruflion,-  the  Houfe  oyg^t  to 
look  at  the  dFedt  of  it.    This  allowance  had  been  made  wid)oa( 
any  communicndon  to  Parltamcnt,  ahd  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  con- 
fider  whether  diat  ought  to  pafs  unnoticed.    It  was  faid  to  be  im-  \ 
pofiibk,  from  the  circumftanccs,  to  prepare  an  edimate.  That 
plight  be  true  ;  but  was  it  impofiiblo  to  make  any  communication 
to  the  Houfe,  by  way  of  a  meffage  from  his  MajctV,  ftating  the  nc- 
oeflity  of  making  fome  additional  allow^ce,  leaving  the  cxpencelo 
be  made  gcxxlby  Parliament,  when  the  amount  (houM  be  afcertain- 
ed  ?  M oft  unqueftionably  nothing  could  have  been  tnoic  a£j  or 
more  regular.    Indeed  tliere  appeared  to  him  to  be  too  much  ma* 
nagement  about  this  bufinefs  on  the  part  of  Miniftiers,  to  zttnhute 
the  whole  of  it  to  mere  accident.    If  fuch  a  grant  was  necefliuy) 
which  he  by  no  means  denied,  he  ftiould  have  been  ready  to  vo6e 
for  it.    He  did  not  agree  with  the  honourable  General  as  to  die 
prudence  of  rcfunfig  wliat  was  right,  becau&  it  was  demanded  faf 
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men  under  Irms ;  he  thought  that  if  meh  were  driven  to  the  necef- 
fity  to  claim  what  was  right,  they  ought  to  be  attended  to  whether 
under  arms  or  othenVife.    But  he  thought  that  Miniftcrs  had  ne- 
glected their  duty  in  not  making  a  communication  to  that  Houfe,  . 
and  therefore  he  fhould  vote  for  this  motion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  fliould  be  forry  to  let  the  prefent 
bufmefs  pafs  without  cxprefTing  his  fenfe  of  it,  arid  declaring  how 
litde  he  was  fatisfied  with  the  pretences  fct  up  by  the  King's  Mini- 
flcrs  in  defence  of  their  conduct.  That  he  \Niflicd  not  to  embarrafs 
'  the  confiderati  jp  of  the  main  queftion  before  the  Iloufe,  or  to  let 
their  intention  be  diverted  from  it,  by  agitating  collateral  qucftions. 
Which,  though  conncdid  with  it,  were  not  cfTcntial,  or  not  im- 
mediately tlie  fubjcdt  of  debate.  The  queftion  was,  not  whether 
the  mcafurc  in  itlllf  was  proper  or  improper,  ncceflary  or  unnecef- 
fary.  Neither  was  it,  how  far  the  Miniflry  might  be  juftified,  un-  * 
dcr  prcffihg  circumftances,  to  take  the  ftcps  .they  had  donfe,  if  Par-  . 
liamcnt  were  not  fitting..  The  true  queftion  was,  whether  the 
King  s  Minifters  were  authorized  to  bring  a  gre?.t  charge  of  any 
kind  upon  the  p>ibHc  for  any  fervice  not  voted  by  Parliament,  and 
without  the  approbation  or  confent  of  that  Houfe,  or  any  previous 
application  to  the  Houfe,  while  Parliament  was  atftually  fittinjr? 
He  faid  that,  if  any  principle  in  the  Conflitution  of  this  Govern- 
ment, or  in  the  inftitution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  cleat 
and  indifputablc,  it  was  tliat  they  alone  had  the  command  and  dif- 
pofal  of  the  public  purfe,  ar>J  that  the  Crown  had  not  the  command, 
or  difpofal  of  it  for  any  puipofc  whatfoever,  and  leaft  of  all,,  for 
the  purpofe'  of  augmenting  the  pay  of  the  arnrty,  by  bounties  or  al- 
lowances of  any  kind.  That  for  the  Crown  to  take  upon  itfclf  to  ' 
difpofe  of  the  money  of  the  fubjc6^,  in  favour  of  the  military,  was 
iiot  only  to  Invade  the  efleritial  privilege  and  duty  of  that  Houfe, 
but  to  invade  them  for  the  worft  and  mofl  dangerous  of  all  purpofes  ; 
that  is,  to  fecure  the  attachment  of  the  army  to  the  Crown,  in  con- 
tradidllon  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  makirfg  them  confidcr 
the  Crowrl  as  the  fdurdc  of  every  advantage  they  enjoyed,  or  ex* 
pcftcd  to  enjoy.  Such  a  poWer  in  the  hands  of  dcfigning  Princes 
hereafter,  or  of  wicked  Miniflers  nol^^, .  woul^ji  foon  mike  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  odioui>  to  the  army,  and  ufelcfs  to  the  people.  Tht 
Chanceltor  of  the  Exchequer  had  faid,  that  previous  applicatiori 
could  not  be  made  to  Parlianicnt,  becaufc  the  amount  of  the  fixpcnce 
could  not  be  exadJly  cftimated.  What  then?  The  objedl  might 
have  been  approved — ^The  fervice  miglit  have  been  vot^d,  and*  au- 
thority given  to  the  Crown  to  provide  for  it — But  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  faid,  that  enough  was  done  by  rsfctting  to  thg^fubfc- 
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quenjc  fanfiion  of  the  Houfc.  Suppofe  the  Htufe,  <mi  ferious  confl. 
deration  of  the  fubjeS,  ftiould  refyfe  to  give  that  fanSion,  and 
fliould  refufe  to  provide  for  the  expence  alreadjr  incinred,  or  {hcold 
order  it  to  be  immediately  flopped,  what  (ituation  Hiould  we  fiaad 
in  then?  On  one  fide,  the  Crown  would  entitle  itfclf  to  the  grad- 
tude  and  affeflions  of  the  army,  by  ads  of  bounty,  liberality,  and 
patronage,  while,  on  the  other,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  nc- 
ceffarily  become  the  objedl  of  their  revenge.  Gentlemen  ought  to 
confider  ferioufly  the  confe<(uence  of  fufFering  the  two  powers  to  bo 
placed  in  that  (ituation  with  refpcft  to  each  other,  and  of  eftablifli- 
ing  m  the  minds  of  the  army  fo  invidious  a  ground  of  comparifiMi 
between  them.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  faid  that 
there  was  a  precedent  for  this  proceeding,  that  the  -Houfe  oti  a  fi- 
milar  occafion  had  paid  the  charge,  and  by  fo  doing  had  approved  of 
the  meallire ;  Mr.  Francis,  on  the  contrary,  contended  that  payii^ 
a  charge  incurred  did  not  nqcefTarily  include  approbation.  In  tho 
cafe  of  money  already  fpent,  it  might  be  an  ad  of  neceffity.  The 
Houfc  might  have  no  choice  left.  The,  truth  of  the  principle  fct  up 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  foon  pome  in  qucftion 
on  another  fubjedl.  Suppofing  the  Houfe  (hould  refolvc  to  clear 
away  all  the  incumbrances  which  had  lately  been  under  their  confi- 
deration,  would  the  Minifter,  would  any  man,  affirm,  that  by  dif- 
chaiging  the  debt,  they  approved  of  the  objeds,  or  ian£iificd  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  incurred  ?— Would  he  fay  that  by  doing 
ib  they  efbblilhed  a  precedent,  by  which  fimilar  incumbrances  mi^t 
again  be  incurred  and  ought  to  be  provided  for }  If  that  piopc^don 
could  not  be  afTcrted,  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  precedent 
Was  of  no  ufe  to  him.  It  proved  nothing  but  that  the  Houfc  had 
fubmittcd  in  a  cafe  of  neceffity,  and  that  it  was  fo  much  more  their 
duty  to  take  care  that  the  M^niftry  IJiould  not  have  it  in  their  power 
to  appeal  to  fuch  precedents  again. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  thought  that  the  only  qucftion 
irt  this  cafe  was,  whether  what  had  been  done  was  prudent  ?  The 
Execute  Government  had  not  in  this  cafe,  in  his  opinion,  taken 
upon  themfclves  the  diftributicm  of  the  public  purfe,  for  the  whole 
proceeding  had  afterwards  been  fubmitted  to  Parliament,  and  there- 
fore, he  thought  the  motion  unneceflary. 

Mr.  EAST  faid,  that  the  queftion  before  the  Houfc  was,  whe- 
ther they  Ihould  go  into  a  Committee  to  enquire  ?  he  Ihould  vote 
againft  that  inquiiy,  but  not  upon  the  ground  that  he  thought  Ms 
Majcfty's  Minifters  ought  not  to  have  fubmitted  the  matter  to  Par- 
liament before  it  toc^  cfk^ ;  on  dxe  coRtrary^  he  thought  thatthef 
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ought.  But  the  ground  of  his  vote  vmsj  that  he  coukl  not  impute 
to  Miniftcrs  any  improper  motive  for  what  they  did. 

Sir  HORACE  MANN  faid,  he  oould  not  poflibly  remain  filcnf, 
after  fome  words  had  been  ufed  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  im* 
proper.  He  could  not  avoid  expreffing  his  difapprobation  of  the  in- 
vidious difiin£tion  ifi^hich  had  been  attempted  to  be  mad<^  between 
die  Executive  Power  and  the  Parliament.  Some  alhilioh  had  beeft 
made  to  the  imperial  donative ;  now  every  gentleman  lifiufi  know 
thatthofc  donatives  were  the  means  by  which  the  Emperoii  ended- 
doured  to  overturn  the  Conftitution  of  their  country ;  no  man  could 
fupgofe,  that  any  Monarch  of  this  country  would  be  inclined  to  at- 
tempt the  overthrow  of  the  Conftitution,  or  that  any  Minifter 
would  be  found  hardy  enough  to  abet  his  delign  if  he  were  fo  ih- 
elined. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  what  he  had  obferved  on  th« 
imperial  donative,  had  been  mifunderftood.  The  Emperors  had 
the  whole  of  the  revenues  of  the  country  at  their  own  difpofal,  and 
might  do  'as  they  pleafed  with  it,  without  overturning  the  Conftitu- 
tion. He  therefore  did  not  caft  any  refIc<3ioi)  on  the  Emperors. 
In  tMs  country,  however,  fuch  conduct  would  be  fubverfive  of  the 
Conftitbtioni 

General  MACLEOD  obferved,  that  he  was  not  the  caufeof  any 
invidious  diftindion  being  made  between  the  Executive  Power  and 
the  Parliament ;  if  the  Executive  Power  had  never  adted  unconfti- 
tutionally,  the  Houfc  would  rK>t  have  been  troubled  with  the  motioil. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  principle  and  not  the  expence  was  the 
true  chjc&  of  confideration. 

Sr  W.  PULTENEY  faid,  he  approved  of  the  meafure,  though 
he  coukl  not  entirely  applaud  the  mode  in  which  Miniftets  had 
conduced  it.  As  he  did  not  wi(h  however  for  the  inquiry  pn^fed 
by  the  honourable  General,  and  as  he  was  defirous  of  doing  fome- 
thing  which  would  not  exprcfs  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafure, 
nor  give  his  approbation  of  die  mode,  he  (hould  move  the  previous 
queftton. 

The  Houie  divided* 
Pot  the  previous  queftion,^  67  ;  Agsiinft  it,  22.— Majority,  45, 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tu^dajy  igti  May. 

Mr.  BARHAM  alked  why  fofr.c  papers,  for  which  he  had 
moved,  were  not  laid  on  the  table? 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  thcfc  papers  ha4  never  been 
in  the  o^cc. 
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Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  the  Proclamations  of  Sir  John  Jervis  and 
Sir  Charles  Grey  not  having  been  adlcd  upon,  never  were  returned 
to  the  c^cc.  As  they  were  avowed,  he  had  no  objedtion  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  (hould  brina;  them  forward  in  any  othcf  way. 

Mr.  JEKVLL  addrclTed  the  Houfe  nearly  to  the  following  cf- 
ft&.  ■  If  it  were  cither  my  habit  or  difpofition  to  call  the  attention 
of  this  Houfe  to  matters  of  light  or  trivial  import,  I  (hould  but  little 
dcfervc  to  obtain  a  patient  and  candid  hearing  for  the  objeft  which 
I  now  propofc  to  fubmit  to  their  confideration.  But  as  I  fed  the 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the  qucftion,  which  it  is  my  lot  (0 
bring  forward  on  the  prcfcnt  occafion,  I  place  fomc  reliance  on  their 
indulgence  and  attention.  But  as,  at  the  fame  time,  I  am  ftn- 
fible  that  it  .is  a  fubjecl  which  has  already  in  a  great  degree  ocaipicd 
the  confideration  both  of  the  Pu{:lic,  and  of  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe, 
J  (hall  endeavour  as  much  as  poffiblc  to  ftudy  brevity  in  ftating  the 
grounds  and  motives  which  have  induced  me  to  bring  it  fi)rward. 

[Here  Mr.  Jekyl  was  Interrupted  by  a  fummons  from  the  Black 
Jlod,  The  Speaker  after  his  return  ftatcd  that  the  Royal  Affcnt  had 
been  given,  by  cpmmiffion,  to  the  Infurancc,  the  Dutch  Letter 
l^ill?,  the  bill  granting  relief  to  inn -keepers,  and  feveral  other  pub- 
lic and  private  bills.J 

Mr.  Jekyll  proceeded.  At  the  moment  that  I  was  interrilpted 
by  the  fummons  to  attend  in  the  Upper  Houfo,  I  was  endeavouring 
to  conciliate  thp  attention  of  gentlemen,  by  ftating  my  conviflion 
how  much  the  fubjed  for  their  prcfcnt  cooiidcration  had  been  both 
privately  and  publicly  difculTcd,  and  the  neceffity  which  I  thence 
felt  of  as  ftiortly  as  poflible  intruding  upon  their  time.  In  bringing 
for?^ard  this  qucftion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  declare  that  I 
Hand,  both  politically  and  perfonally,  wholly  unconnected  ^^it{l 
that  noble  perfon,  whofe  fare  and  reputation  are  involved  in  the 
difcuftion ;  diapproving  even  of  a  great  part  of  his  public  conduct, 
and  particularly  bmcntlng  h'S  ftvcftion  frcmi  (hat  Tiiilnnx,  to 
which,  for  a  confidcrablc  time  pill,  I  have  U\)kcd  as  tl.c  falvaiion 
of  the  Empire.  But  when  I  confider  that  the  qticftion  involves  not 
r)nly  the  character  of  the  nobfc  Lord,  but  is  connected  with  con- 
fequences  that  tend  to  no  lefe  than  the  difmembermcnt  of  the  Em- 
pire, I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bYing  forward  the  fubject  to  the  nwft 
ferious  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  thc)^  arc  called  upon  not 
only  by  their  feelings  of  what  is  due  to  that  noble  perfon^ge,  whofe 
conduft  has  been  called  in  qucftion,  but  by  the  ftrongeft  motives  of 
patriotifm,  and  their  regard  to  the  moft  eflcntial  Intereft  of  the  coun- 
try, 'to  enter  upon  that  inquirj^  which  I  fliall  propofe  to  thcnf  to 
infUtutc.    I  have  always  tliought  Jliat  the  Public  had  an  inrcrcft  ia 
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watching  over  the  characters  of  public  men,  apd  in  vindicating 
them  from  infinuatcd  abufe,  and  unjuft  afperfion.  Public  cha-» 
nfter  I  regard  as  public  property,  ever  to  be  held  facred,  till  it  has 
openly  been  forfeited,  and  not  to  be  frittered  away  by  indircft  at- 
tack, or  configned  to  ccnfure  without  inquiry.  If  we  arc  to  be 
licve  die  aflcrtion  of  the  noble  Lord,  his  public  character  has  been 
impeached  by  his  recal  from  the  high  office  which  he  held  in  the  Go- 
vammcnt  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom.  And  here  I  hope  I  am  not 
to  be  told  that  the  prerogative  which  cmpqwers  the  Crown  to  difmifi^ 
its  officers  at  difcretion,  operates  as  a  bar  to  any  inquiry  in  the  pre- 
ifent  inftancc. 

I  am  difppfcd  to  fubfcribe  to  the  juft  cxercifc  of  the  prerogative 
on  all  proper  occafipns.  But  where  the  Houfe  fee  a  Minifter  ftretch- 
ing  the  prerogative  for  particular  purpofes,  .  and  beyond  ordinary 
bounds,  I  am  aware  that  they  arc  poffeffed  of  an  inqulfitorial  power 
to  examine  into  the  grounds  of  fuch  extraordinary  and  unwarranted 
exertion  of  an  authority  delegated  by  the  Conftitution,  and,  if  they  . 
lhall  find  neceffary,  to  confine  that  prerogative  within  its  fair  and 
natural  limits.  It  is  particularly  the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  to  watch 
over  the  extention  of  Court  influence  to  that  fider  kingdom,  whofc 
fituation  forms  the  principal  objeft  of  the  prefent  confideration.— 
This  jcaloufy  of  Court  influence  is  a  principle  which  ought  to  ac- 
tuate the  I^giflature  of  both  countries,  and  this  vigilance  to  guard 
againft  its  progrefs  in  either,  a  duty  of  reciprocal  proteftion  which 
they  owe  to  one  another.  '  That  on  this  fcore  there  is  ground  of 
ferious  alarm,  cannot  be  denied.  Let  the  Houfe  only  advert  to  a 
qucftion  formerly  brought  by  that  great  lawyer  (Mr.  Dunning), 
whofe  feat  I  now  unworthily  fill,  and  adopted  in  a  refolution, 
"  That  the  influence  of  the  Crown  had  increafcd,  was  increafing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminifhed."  It  will  not  furely  be  contended  that 
the  danger  is  now  Icfs  than  it  was  at  that  former  period. 

Having  faid  fo  much  to  the  general  principle,  I  (hall  now  more 
particularly  advert  to  the  tmnfadion  which  has  given  birth  to  the 
prefent  difcufiTion.  And  I  think  that  it  muft  prima  facie  be  admit- 
.  ted  that  the  recal  of  a  Viceroy  of  Ireland  by  the  Cabinet  of  this 
country,  at  a  time  that  he  was  afting  with  the  greateft  applaufe  of 
thofe  whom  he  was  appointed  to  govern,  and  that  addreflTes  from 
all  quarters  were  heaped  on  his  table,  is  tantamount  to  a  charge  of 
not  doing  his  duty.  On  a  former  day,  when  the  fubjcft  was  ftated 
by  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  though  I  then  happened 
to  be  engaged  in  the  country  on  a  profeflional  concern,  I  have  un- 
dcrflood  that  the  right  honourable/ gentleman  declared  in  his  place, 
"  That  whenever  die  period  came  for  inveftigation,  he  (hould  un- 
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derfakf  to  prove  that  no  blame  whatever  attached  to  the  Miniften 
nf  this  country  for  any  (hare  which  they  had  in  the  tranfaAion."— 
What  was  this  but  a  charge  by  implication  f  If  the  blame  of  the 
tranfaAion  did  not  attach  to  Miniftcrs,  it  ncccflarily  muft  attach  to 
Earl  Fitzvxlliam.  It  would  indeed  have  been  a  more  open  and 
manly  mode  of  procedure  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
come  forward,  and  chained  the  noble  Lord  with  obftinacy^nd  con- 
tumacy»  with  difobedience  to  the  inftruftions  of.  the  -Cabinet  here, 
or  difregard  to  the  interefts  of  the  country  which  he  was  deputed  to 
govern.  But  it  might,  perhaps,  better  fuit  the  views  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  whifpcr  away  the  reputation  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  to  infinuate  blame  of  his  public  conduft.  It  would  wcU, 
however,  become  the  Houfc  to  refledl  that,  if  this  procedure  be. 
ciountcnanccd,  there  is  no  public  man  whofe  chara£ler  is  lafe,  or 
whofc  condudl  may  not  be  overwhelmed  in  dtfgraoe  or  obloquy  with* 
out  the  fmalleft  chance  of  enquiry  or  vindication.  This  declaration 
then  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  *^  that  no  blame  attached  to 
the  Minifters  of  this  country,"  I  muft  confider  in  every  point  of 
view  a^  a  charge  againft  the  noble  Lord.  In  this  light  it  was  con- 
fidercd  by  the  noble  Lord  himfelf,  who,  in  a  paper  which  is  pub- 
lifhed  with  every  proof  of  authenticity,  puts  a  direft  and  complete 
negative  to  the  diarge.  In  this  paper,  which  I  fliall  quote  as  part 
of  my  fpecch  *,  the  noble  Earl  reprcfents,  that,  previous  to  his  af- 
fuming  the  government  of  Ireland,  Ae  Duke  of  Portland,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Cabinet,  concurred  with  hitn  in  his  opinion  on  the 
qucftion  of  Catholic  emancipation,  and  that  had  he  found  it  other- 
wife,  he  never  would  have  undertaken  the  government.  Under 
this  conviction  he  fets  out  and  arrives  in  Ireland :  he  there  finds  it 
impoffible,  both  from  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  moft  refpeCtable  individuals,  to  refift  the  imrnediate  difcuflion 
of  the  queftion. — And  here  it  is  material  to  attend  to  dates.  He 
writes  two  letters  to  the  noble  Secretary  of  $tatc,  ftating  to  him  what 
^was  the  fituation  of  the  country^  and  the  mode  of  procedure  which 
he  (hould  in  confequcnee  find  himfelf  Compelled  to  adopt  Of  nei- 
ther of  thefe  letters  was  any  notice  taken ;  and  the  rx)ble  Earl  drew 
the  conclufion  which  any  rational  man  would  have  formed  in  the 
fame  circumftances,  from  the  filence  of  Minifters,  namely,  thatdidr 
filcnce  gave  confent.  Four  weeks  were  fuffered  to  elapfe  before  the 
noble  Earl  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  putting  \ 
dircft  negative  on  the  bufinefs.  At  laft  comes  out  xhcfms  makrm: 

*  Vide  the  two  Letters  of  Earl  Fitzwilllam,  to  the  Earl  of  Carliflti . 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  of  the  prcfcnt  fcflioa. 
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Ac  noble  Earl  had  thought  neccffary  as  a  meafure  of  his  government 
to  difmifs  from  office  the  family  of  the  Bercsfords,  who,  whatever 
might  be  their  claims  in  other  refpc»Ss,  were  at  leaft  no  favourites 
with  the  Public.  And  here  I  cannot  help  noticing  a  piece  of  con- 
duit adopted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  management 
of  this  bufincfs the  Duke  of  Portland  is  the  perfon  fcleded  from 
the  reft  of  tlic- Cabinet,  on  this  occafion,  to  wound  the  fame  and 
the  feelings  of  his  friend.  This  is  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  in  which, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  excels ;  it  was  not  enough  fimply 
to  muid^r  the  reputation  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  hand  of  a  friend 
muftbe  direfted  to  plunge  the  dagger  in  his  bofom.  The  Duke  of 
Portland,  conncScd  with  the  noble  Earl  by  habits  of  early  fricndfbip 
and  old  political  connexion,  appealed  to  be  the  fitteft  inftrument  of 
die  cruel  and  infidious  policy  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
"  Craelly,"  fays  the  noble  Earl  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red, «  Cruelly  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  treated  mc,  I  feel  no 
difficulty -to  fay,  that  his  judgment  was  deceived  before  he  abandoned 
mc :  on  whatever  ground  he  has  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  induced  to 
change  bis  former  opinions  rcfpefting  the  politics  of  this  country, 
and  the  charadcrs  and  views  of  its.  principal  perfonages,  he  did 
change  thofe  Cypinions ;  and,  in  confcqucncc  of  thJit  change  alonc^ 
he  has  been  driven  to  confent  to  the  meafure  of  my  inftant  recal." 
At  laft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himfelf  comes  forward,  and 
tears  off  the  veil.  In  a  letter  addreffcd  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam  he  tellt 
him  openly  the  grounds  of  his  removal.  He  fays,  that  on  the 
fubjcft  of  arrangements,  he  felt  bound  to  adhere  to  thefe  fentiments, 
not  only  with  refpedl  to  Mr.  Beresford,  but  to  the  line  of  conduct 
adopted  la  fo  mgny  inftances  towards  the  former  fupporters  of  Go- 
vernment ;  by  thefe  fentiments  he  muft,  at  all  events,  be  guided, 
from  a  regard  to  the  King's  fervice,  and  to  his  own  honour,  how- 
ever fincerely  he  might  lament  the  confequcnccs  which  muft  arife 
from  the  prcfent  fituation."  Hete  the  intefeft  of  the  Beresford  fa- 
Biily,  and  of  the  former  fupporters  of  Government,  Is  held  out  as 
the  only  ground  bf  diflention  ;  the  queftion  of  the  Catholic  eman- 
cipation appears  to  be  a  mere  ftalkinghdrfe  affumed  by  Miniffers  for 
Ac  convenience  of  the  occafion,  while  at  the  fame  time  every  hire- 
ling paper  on  the  fijdc  of  Minifters  was  reprefcnting  the  condufl  of 
the  noble  Earl  on  that  queftion  as  a  fourcc  of  ihe  moft  ferious  alarm 
^  Minifters,  and  as  pregnant  with  confequcnccs  the  moft  mifchiev- 
ous  to  the  country  in  which  it  was  agitated  ;  confequcnccs  which 
^uld  only  be  obviated  by  the  immediate  removal  of  the  noble  per- 
fon  from  office.  All  the -while,  fays  Earl  Fitzwilliani,,  it  was  the 
•hjcft  gf  the  right  "honourable  gentleman. "  not  to  ftrcngthen  Aimi- 
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niftration  by  an  acccffion  of  charaflcr,  but  to  dcbafc,  degrade  and 
di^'^racc  that  charafter ;  he  did  not  wifh  for  our  afliftance,  but  know- 
ing tIic  importance  Vre  gave  to  the  fyftcm  then  purfuing  relative  to 
France,  he  fnatchcd  at  the  opportunity,  and  made  that  the  means 
of  difgraring  our  charadlcrs,  and  rendering  us  fit  for  no  other  feryicc 
but  to  be  his  vile  tools  and  inftrumcnts."  If  this  turns  out  to  be 
the  fa£t,  a  fccne  of  more  grofs  duplicit)%  of  more  fcandalous  dupery, 
was  never  exhibited  by  an  artful  and  intrigiiing  Minlfter  in  the  moft 
credulous  or  corrupt  periods.  Here  then  was  a  virtual  charge,  and 
a  recrimination  upon  which  to  found  an  cnqmry.  But  this  is  not 
iall.  In  another  place,  to  which  the  etiquette  of  Parliament  docs 
not  allow  me  more  particularly  to  alkidc,  a  noble  perfon  (LorJ 
Wcftmofland)  came  forward,  and  dilT( living  all  the  regard  which 
had  been  fo  afFcdledly  attached  to  the  oiuh  of  fecrccy  of  a  Cabinet- 
Minifter,  fald  that  the  Chancellor .  of  the  Exchequer,  whom  he 
called  by  an  ordinary  and  coarfer  name  (we  fuppofe  the  plain  appel- 
lation of  Mr.  Pitt),  had  affured  him,  "  That  Earl  Fitzwilliam  liad 
no  authority  whatever  from  Miniftcrs  in  this  countrj'  for  taking  the 
'  fteps  which  he  had  done  on  the  Catholic  queftion — nay,  he  went 
forther,  and  fald,  "  That  they  were  fteps  taken  not  only  without 
their  authority,  but  even  with  their  pofitivc  difapprobation."  Mr. 
Ponfonby,  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons  in  Ireland,  broadly  flakes  his 
reputation,  That  all  meafures  adopted  with  rcfpedl  to  the  Catho- 
lic queftion,  under  the  adminiftration  of  Earl  FitzwlIIiam,  were 
taken  with  the  previous  concurrence  of  the  Cabinet  of  this  country." 
Here  then  we  have  the  charge,  the  defence,  arid  the  recrimination. 
Under  thcfe  circumftances,  Will  the  Houfe  decline  to  go  into  an  en- 
quiry, on  a  tranfadlion  which  involves  the  public  charafler  of  a  dif- 
tinguifticd  nobleman,  perhaps  the  difmcmberment  of  the  empire, 
and,  at  any  rate,  a  great  and  importnrtt  conftitutional  queftion? 
Perhaps  it  was  the  intention  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
degrade  the  charadlcr  of  public  men  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation.  It 
might  be  part  of  his  fyftem  to  degrade  all  thofe  with  whom  he  acted. 
Where  now  are  his  original  friends  ?  The  degradation  of  his  neW 
allies,  he  might  confider  as  the  bcft  fecurity  for  their  future  fupport. 
He  might  feel  it  to  be  his  policy  to  degrade  others,  as  it  was  only 
from  the  degradation  of  others,  that  he  could  himfclf  poffefs  pre- 
eminence. This  fyftem  he  had*  in  many  inftances  attempted  to 
praflife,  though  in  all  he  had  not  been  equally  fuccefsful.  The 
public  voice  had  reverfed  the  imperious  decree,  and  attached  to  a 
removal  from  oflice,  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  a  fcnti- 
nient  very  different  from  that  of  difgracc.  Did  he  difgracc  the  Duke 
•f  Leeds,  when  his  conduct  was  too  ra(h  to  fuffcr  that  noblcjpcrfbi 
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-to  remain  in  the  Cabinet, — when,  to  the  immortal  honour  of  the 
noble  Sccretaiy,  he  refufed  to  plunge, his  country  into  a  war  with 
Ruifia  ?  Did  he  degrade,  though  the  attempt  was  ma^e,  the  manly 
and  learned  Lord  (Thurlow)  who  held  the  feals,  when  he  difmiffcd 
hiin,  becaufe  he  would  not  lend  himfelf  to  fome  dirty  job,  fome  new 
fbreft  bill  brought  in  by  fome  perfon  too  infignificant  to  remcmbec 
by  name — fome  clerk  I  believe  of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  ? 
Was  any  prefumption  of  difgrace  to  be  formed  from  the  removal  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance?  Let  another 
peribn  (Mr.  Windham),  whom  I  have  fecn  writhing  and  agonixingy 
under  the  new  friendihip  he  has  formed,  during  the  whole  of  the  fef- 
lion : — Let  him  beware — perhaps  he  i$  to  be  the  next  viflim  of 
chicane  and  duplicity.    Here  it  may  be  proper  to  avert  to  the  un- 
happy  (ituation  of  Ireland.    Th^  age  of  bigotry  is  now  over ;  a 
difference  of  celigious  opinions  is  no  longer  confidercd  of  that  con- 
fcquence  which  was  attached  to  it  by  the  miftaken  and  intolerant 
.policy  of  former  times.  Of  four  millions  of  inhabitants  in  Ireland, 
three  and^  half  are  edimated  to  be  Catholics ;  let  us  recollect  the 
advantages'  we  derive  from  that  country,  with  refpedl  to  our  fleets 
and  armies,  and  then  (ay,  whether  we  ought  to  refufe  to  fo  large  a 
body  of  men  thofe  enjoyments,  to  which,  from  their  natural,  mo- 
ral and  religious  rights,  they  have  the  moil  undoubted  claims  ?  But 
not  only  have  thefe  common  privileges  been  refufed  under  former 
adminiftrations :  oppreflion  has  been  aggravated  by  infult ;  a  falla- 
cious hope  has  been  lately  held  out  to  them  of  relief,  and  they  are 
now  to  be  driven  to  defpair.    They  are  now  di{lin<5tly  told,  that 
they  are  not  to  look  for  any  redrefs,  and  at  what  moment  i&  this 
line  of  condud  adopted  to  this  numerous  and  aggrieved  body  of 
men  ?  At  the  .moment  that  .prance  has  become  a  great  and  warlike 
nation,  and  is  likely  to  remain  warlike  for  ever  i  do  Miniftry  fuppofc 
Aat  at  fucb  a  moment,  they  may  fafely  venture  to  rcjeSt  the  juft 
claims,  of  the  fitter  kingdom;  and  fpum  from  them  their  delegates, 
without  even  dcignirig  an  anfteer  to  their  jremonftrances  ?  Have  they 
b  loon  forgot  the  example  afforded  by  America  on  a  fimilar  rejection 
of  her  claims,  and  the  confequences  that  followed  from  the  con- 
temptuous treatment  of  Franklin.    Had  they  not  already  plunged 
the  natbn  into  a  moft  difaftrous  war,  on  a  mere  point  of  etiquette, 
becaufe  forfooth  their  pride  would  not  ftoop  to  acknowledge  Chauve- 
lin  as  the  AmbaiTador  of  the  French  Republic  ?    The  language  of 
conciliation,  I  well  know,  is  not  pleating  to  the  right  honourable 
gemleman ;  but  I  will  ftankly  tell  him>  that  if  it  is  not  adopted  in 
tWs  inftance,  that  he  may  perhaps  lofe  Ireland.    J  will  not  fay, 
that  I  fee  as  yet  any  infprredlion  in  the  country  i  but  I  fec^  fulfcr 
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and  fuUen  fpirit  of  difcontcnt,  which  may  ultimately  be  more  dan- 
gerous. I  may  be  told  that  the  government  of  Earl  Fitiwilliam  is 
to  be  fuccccdcd  by  a  government  of  fencibles,  and  that  five  men 
and  a  corporal  may  march  through  Ireland,  as  formerly  it  was  feid 
that  a  regiment  of  cowards  might  march  through  America,  without 
danger  or  moleftation. 

Such  boafts  may  indeed  be  made  in  the  infolence  of  long-«ftabli{h- 
ed  and  unrefiftcd  power ;  but  the  Irilh  are  a  brave  and  generous 
people,  eafy  to  be  led,  *ut  hard  to  be  driven.  The  coHfequencc 
,  of  fuch  fooIi(h  and  boaftful  language  may  be,  that  the  jewel  of 
Ireland  may  bc-tom  for  ever  from  the  Briti(h  crown,  which  will 
then  only  retain,  as  a  fubftitute,  the  paltry  bauble  of  Corfica.  Q)r- 
ruption,  it  was  to  be  lamented,  had  in  foi-mer  times  exifted  in  .Ire- 
land to  a  very  great  degree.  But  what  muft  we  think  of  the  Mini- 
fter,  who  attempted  to  make  corruption  the  cement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  preferred  the  interefts  of  a  junto,  to  the  welfare  of  a  na- 
tioni  who  wilhcd  to  govern  through  families  of  monopoltfts,  inftcad 
of  teaching  the  country  to  look  to  their  common  Father,  and  fought 
to  eftablifli  his  authority  by  corruptioi\  and  intrigue,  |nither  dian 
looking  for  its  fupport  in  theafFcd^ion  and  confidence  of  me  people ! 
Why  is  the  church  of  England  eftabliflied,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  re- 
ligion of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  what  danger  could 
arifc  to  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  from  a  participation  of  privileges 
with  their  Cadiolic  brethren?  Strange,  that,  when  Miniftcrs  miglit 
hold  Ireland  united  to  diis  country  by  a  ch^in  of  iron,  they  (hould 
prefer  to  hold  it  by  a  very  thread !  I  truft  that  I  fliall  not  to-day 
hear,  in  oppoiition  to  the  motion,  with  which  I  {hall  conclude, 
the  common-  place  topics  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  "the  nccef- 
fity  of  State  fecrecy,  the  delicacy  of  the  tranfaftion,  and  the  danger 
of  any  expofure  of  correfpondence  dn  public  buiinefs.  If  this  veil 
of  State  fecrecy  is  always  to  be  obtruded  before  our  eyes,  there  is  an 
end  of  all  refponfibility  on  the  part  of  Minifters.  My  motion  will 
not  go  to  command  the  whole  of  the  correfpondence  of  Miniftcrs, 
but  only  fuch  parts  as  may  be  fufiicient  to  explain  the  tranfadion, 
and  which  tliey,  no  doubt  will  take  care  to  garble  and  mutilate  in  the 
firft  inilance.  In  another  place  fomething  was  faid  about  the  Coro- 
nation Oath,  as  prefenting  an  obftaclc  to  the  meafure  of  Catholic 
emancipation:  but,  Iwiliaik,  Has  His  Majefty  violated  his oadi, 
by  the  Conftitution  granted  to  Quebec ;  by  the  cfhbliftiment  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Corfica,  and  of  the  confequent  commu- 
nication with  the  Pope,  whofc  Nuncio  was  avowedly  entertained  ui 
the  country  ?  Does  Corfica,  which  is  thus  exdufively  fevoured, 
fupply  the  Bridfli  ^nayy  with  fcamen,  or  fend  her  abfenteestaemidi 
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En^nd,  by  fpending  their  incomes  drained  from  her  opulence  or 
indufiry) 

Mr.  Jekyll  piDceeded  to  renwrk  on  the  circumftances  of  the  times, 
which  rendered  the  conduf):  of  Minifters  towards  Ireland  particularly 
iinpolitic  and  dangerous.  The  countiy  was  at  the  loweft  ebb  of  . 
misfortune,  and  fo  far  from  being  united  in  fentiment,  that  a  war 
arried  on  with  approbatioh  of  a  majority  in  that  Houfe,  was  re- 
probated as  ruinous  by  the  great  body  of  the  people.  In  what  obje6l 
of  their  policy  had  Minifters  fuccceded  P  They  had  commenced  the 
war  in  wdcr  to  deftroy  the  French  Republic— the  Republic  was  i)ow 
cftabliftied— -In  order  to  fave  Brabant  tp  die  Emperor,  and  Holland 
to  this  country— Both  were  loft,  and  not  only  loft  to  the  confedc- 
ncy,  but  in  alliance  with  France.  The  Eaft  Indies  were  in  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  danger.  The  Weft  Indies  exhibited  a  fcene  of  de- 
feat. Was  this  the  moment  to  refufe  their  juft  rights  to  three* 
feurdis  of  a  great  people,  lo  alienate  their  affedtions,  and  endanger 
their  allegiance  ?  He  fl^uld  alfo  have  expefied  that  a  Miniftcr 
who  came  into  power  on  the  avowed  fyftcm  of  diminiihing  corrup- 
tion and  influence,' would  not  haVe  attempted  to  increafe  it  in  the 
nanner  which  he  had  now  done.  Ten  years,  perhaps,  of  conti-P 
nuance  in  office,  might  have  caufed  confiderable  change  in  his  fen- 
timents — many  changes,  indeed,  had  been  obferved  in  him.  He 
had  come  into  Adminiftration  teftifying  ftrong  difapprobation  of  coa- 
lition, yet  he  had  lately  formed  a  coalition,  not  as  might  be  con- 
ceived for  the  purpofe  of  ftrengthenmg  Government  by  an  acceflion 
of  chara«fler.  No,  he  feduced  only  to  betray  and  difgrace,  formed 
a  coalition  only  to  degrade  the  characters  which  compofed  it,  then, 
like  a  libertine  with  a  caft  miftrefs, 

•*  Whittled  them  off,  and  let  them  down  the  wind 
•*  To  prey  at  fortune. 

He  fincerely  hoped  that  the  Houfe,  in  the  cafe  before  them,  would 
exert  their  cenforial  power,  which  had  been  vefted  in  them  for  very 
wife  purpofes.  He  was  of  opinion  that  changes  might  be  made, 
without  difgrace,  in  ordinary  and  common  cafes,  yet  that  in  no  great 
cafes  could  a  chaise  be  made,  of  which  the  caufe  was  apparent  on 
the  (ace  of  it,  without  difgracing  in  fomc  degree  the  pcrfon  difjniffed. 
He  thought  that  a  noble  Lord  (Hood)  then  in  his  place,  would  do 
well  to  den;)and  an  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  his  difmiflion,  which 
he  oonieiled  he  thought  difgracefuh  Even  under  the  military  law, 
wKch  was  by  much  the  worft  in  the  country,  a.  common  fentinel 
might  demand  a  court-martial,  to  inquire  into  his  condu(9  ;  yet  a 
in  one  of  the  higheft  offices  of  the  State  was 
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juftlcc-    Perhaps  the  noble  Admiral  himfclf  might  be  refufcd^  an 
inqutiy  if  he  (hould  demand  one.    As  to  any  danger  which  migjit 
be  apprehended,  he  could  riot  fee  how  any  was  to  arife  from  what 
had  already  been  fo  much  difcuffed;  except  a  danger  which  he  be- 
lieved was  the  only  one  apprehended,  a  danger  to  thofe  who  wifticd 
to  veil  their  actions  from  the  public  view,  becaufe  they  were  confcious 
that  they  could  not  bear  infpeaion.    As  to  the  delicacy  of  the  qucf- 
tioft,  he  confeffed  he  knew  of  no  delicacy  which  could  lead  to  the 
refufal  of  an  opportunity  of  clearing  the  cfiaraftcr  of  an  cftimablc 
man  who  felt  his  reputation  injured.    If  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was 
really  guilty,  he  ought  to  be  accufed  and  cenfured,  but  if,  faid  Mr- 
Jckyll,  the  Catholic  queftion  has  been  made  the  colouraMc  pretext 
of  the  removal  of  the  noble  Earl,  while  the  real  objeft  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  has  been  to  degrade  his  charadter — If  that  noble  perfon  has 
been  vilely  calumniated  with  refpeft  to  his  public  condudt,  a:nd  is  now 
rcfufed  the  inquiry  neccffary  for  his  exculpation,  there  is  no  difgracc 
which  prefent  times  or  pofterity  ought  not  to  heap  upon  the  head  of 
a  Minifter,  who,  while  bafe  enough  to  ipfiift  the  dcepcft  injury, 
has  at  the  fame  time  infolence  to  rejcft  every  demand  for  that  rc- 
drcfs,  due  to  the  wounded  feelings  and  infultcd  charadter  of  th« 
noble  Lord. 

Mr.  Jekyll  then  moved— 

«  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty,  that 
he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  diredt  that  there  be  laid  before  this 
Houfe  fuch  part  of  ihc  corrcfpondcnce  between  His  Majefty's  Mini- 
ftersand  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  late  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as  re- 
lates to  the  motives  and  grounds  of  his  recal  from  the  Government 
of  the  faid  kingdom,  during  a  fcflicn  of  Parliament,  in  which  Ac 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament  had  voted  their  confidence  in  him,  and 
of  their  approbation  of  his  condu6l,  and  with  a  munificence  unex- 
ampled, had  granted  fupplics  for  the  general  exigencies  of  the 
State. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  feconded  the  motion,  and  bore  am- 
ple tcftimony  to  the  honourable  charaftcr  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  He 
thought  an  inquiry  was  highly  ncceffary  to  fatisfy  the  public  mind 
upon  this  important  fubjeft,  and  he  truftcd  ±at  inquiry  would  no« 
be  refufed. 

The  motion  being  read, 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  he  was  particularly  anxious  to  deliv«rhi$ 
fentiments  upon  this  fubjc6^,  before  the  fpcech  of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman who  made  this  motion  (hcJuld  make  that  impreffion  which 
it  was  calculated  to  produce,  and  excite  feelings  of  afpcrity  which 
ypight  perhaps  prevent  tl^e  Houfe  from  going  into  r.  difcuffion  of  thi« 
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kind  with  pcrfc^l  falrnefs.    He  begged  leave  to  put  it  to  the  Houfe, 
whether  it  -would  become  their  wifiiom  to  catcrtain  a  motion  which 
mull  be  admittted  to  be  a  vehicle  of  general  inveflivc  ^gainft  His 
Majefty's  prcfent  Minifters.  .What  advantage,  he  would  alV» 
could  be  derived  to  the  nation  at  large,  or  to  the  refpcdlable  indi- 
vidual more  immediately  concerned,  from  the  inquiry  now  propof- 
cd  ?  With  regard  to  the  noble  Earl  who  was  thus  concerned  in  this 
fubje6t,  he  confeffcd  he  could  not  fay  he  had  lived  in  any  habits  of 
confidence  or  friendfhip  with  him,  but  he  had  known  him  long 
enough  both  in  public  and  private  life,  to  refpecl  him  highly.— 
He  knew  the  aimablcnefs  of  his  character  as  a  private  man — he 
knew  the  foundefs  of  his  political  principles.    If  he  conceived  this 
inquiry  effcntial  te  the  charadler  of  that  noble  Earl,  he  (hould  not 
be  prevented  from  voting  for  it  by  any  confideration  whatever,  un-. 
lefs  he  had  been  compelled  to  refufe  fuch  an  inquiry  from  a  fenfe  of, 
his  public  duty.    He  obje<5\ed  to  this  inquiiy,  becaufe  granting  it, 
would  imply  tfiere  was  criminality  fomewhere.    Indeed  the  learned 
gentlemaif  who  made  the  motion  ftated  in  part  of  his  fpeech,  that 
criminality  had  been  imputed  by  Miniffcrs  to  the  noble  Earl,  hr 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  a6Ved  on  the  fu6jc6l  of  his  recal.  It' 
was  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  this,  that  he  objefted  to  the  motion* 
He  knew  that  the  noble  Earl  was  appointed  to  an  high  and  impor* 
tant  (hition  undsr  the  Government  of  this  country.    That  appoint- 
ment met  with  the  general  approbation  both  of  Ireland  and  of  this, 
country.    He  knew,  and  he  felt  that  very  fhortly  after  this  appoint- 
ment, a  fatal  difference  of  opinion  arofe  between  His  Majefty's 
Minifters  and  the  noble  Earl,"  which  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him . 
to  continue,  confequently  he  returned.    He  was  far  from  ftaiing, 
that  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  perfon,  either  to  this  country  or  to  Ireland, 
was  not  a  very  ferious  thing  ;  but  he  muft  be  allowed  to  add,  that 
there  was  no  blame  imputed  or  imputable  to  the  noble  Earl.  Where 
had  he  been  blamed  ?    In  the  newfpapcrs  ?   Was  he  the  only  per- 
fon who  had  been  treated  "with  fcurrility  by  them?  Adminiftration 
had  had  that  honour  as  well  as  the  noble  Earl,  and  the  charge  brought 
againft  him  through  that  nfiedium  the  noble  Earl  had  in  another 
place  boldly  ftood  forward,  and  called  for  accufation,  if  any  there 
was  againft  him:    What  was  the  anfwer  ?    That  there  was  no 
accufation  whatever  againft  him,  and  there  the  matter  refted.  A 
noble  Duke  chofe  to  ftand  forward  in  another  place,  and  to  call 
for  an  inquiry.    What  was  the  language  held  in  anfwer  to  that  apr- 
plication  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ?    Did  they  not  in  the  moft 
clear  terms  bear  teftimony  of  the  charafler  of  the  noble  EarW 
What  farther  could  be  required,  for  really  the  noble  Earl  muft  now ' 
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confidcr  himfclf  to  be  juftified  ?  What  fort  of  juftification  could  he 
receive  from  a  difcuflion  in  that  Houfe,  with  fuch  materials  as  ihcy 
(hould  have  before  them  ?  Now,  fuppofing  the  inquity  to  be  gone 
into,  he  fliould  wi(h  to  aik  what  was  to  be  the  refult  of  it  ;  were  wc 
to  look  to  the  rcinftatement  of  the  noble  Earl?  That  he  would 
dare  to  fay  would  not  appear  wife  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Earl  or 
of  the  Public.  Was  it  to  remove  His  Majefty's  prefent  Miniftere, 
who  had  been  the  authors  of  his  recal  ? — Admitting  blame,  to  be 
imputable  fomewhere,  that  blame  could  not  be  made  the  ground  of 
bis  recalj  nor  fliould  it  be  a  ground,  perhaps,  of  removing  Mini- 
fters.  Another  objedion  occurred  to  him ;  and  he  would  flate  it 
thus — Was  it  for  that  Houfe  to  pafs  judgement  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  fifter  kingdom  ? — Was  it  a  matter  of  found  policy  for  that 
Houfe  to  diftate  aa  opinion  on  the  Legilkture  of  Ireland  ?  The 
learned  gentleman  had  ftated  a  principle,  which,  if  true^  proved 
the  Conftitution  of  this  country  to  be  very  different  from  what  he 
ever,  thought  it.  He  had  ftated,  that  every  man  who  wa«  removed 
from  any  office  under  Government  was  difgraced,  if  he  had  not  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct.  He  begged  leave  to  diffent  from  that  prin- 
ciple. If  every  pcrfon  thus  difmifled  was  to  be  confidered  as  ftig- 
matifed,  there  would  be  a  wide  field  indeed  for  the  irujuiry  of  that 
Houfe.  He^  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  the  manner  in  which 
gentlemen  had  been  alluded  to,  who  had  lent  their  affiftance  4n  Par- 
li;^ment  to  Adminiftration.  If  they  were  to  be  fligmatifcd  as  defcr- 
tcrs,  he  could  not  agree  in  the  appellation.  He  thought  that  the 
dvcnt  of  their  having  fo  joined  Adminiftration  was  the  heft  part  of  our 
hiftory. "  He  thought  that  this  motion  was  calculated  to  difunite 
friends,  inftead  of  being  ferviccable  to  the  country ;  but,  he  hoped, 
the  majority  of  the  Houfe  would  feel  they  were  engaged  in  a  different 
cagfe.  T^^cy  had  a  common  caufe  to  maintain,  and  that  was  of 
fupcrior  importance  to  this — fuperior  even  to  the  Unity  of  the  Em- 
fixe  itfclf.  ,  In  that  caufc,  he  truftcd  he  might  look  upon  tlic  noble 
Earl  as  one  of  their  diUinguiftied  leaders.  He  trufted  the  majority 
would  join  with  him,  in  endeavouring  to  heal  the  wound,  inftead  of 
increafing  it.  In  this  hope  and  expectation,  Mr.  Powys  declared, 
he  had,  without  confultation  with  any  one,  formed  a  determination 
to  take  the  beft  fteps,  which,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  taken,  to 
pafs  by  this  difcuflion ;  and  therefore  he  now  moved  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  quertlbn  for  the  order  of  the'  day  being  read  from  the 
Chair, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,'  he  certainly  could  not,  like  his  learned  fricwl 
:who  made  this  motion,  alledge  he  had  no  particular  intimacy  or  ac* 
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quaintancc  mth  the  noble  Earl ;  he  Could  not  poflibly  deny;  tliat, 
Aroug^  the  whole  of  his  political  life,  he  had  a  friendfliip  for  the 
noMe  Earl,  a  *  fricndftiip  and  an  intimacy  in  private,  and,  until 
lately,  a  conne<Sion  in  political  affairs ;  a  friendfliip  formed  on  fuch 
a  bafis  that  no  difference  of  opinion  upon  any  fubjett  could  entirely 
do  away.    He  thought  he  had  a  right  to  fay,  and  he  cxpcflcd  to  be.# 
believed  when  he  faid  that,  however  great  fuch  friendfliip  might  be, 
it  could  not  warp  his  political  opinion,  nor  afFc(5l  his  political  con- 
duS ;  fbi*,  however  pleafing  the  prcfervation  of  that  friendfliip  and 
connexion  might  be,  he  had  never  fo  regarded  them  as  not  to  confider 
them  inferior  to  the  confideration  of  his  public  duty,  againft  which 
he  never  had  nor  (hould  place  any  thing  in  competition ;  therefore, 
this  good  he  hoped  would  rcfult  to  him,  that  as  he  had  been  fo  un- 
fortunate as  to  difier  from  that  noble  Earl^  upon  political  topics,  the 
Public  would  have  no  doubt  that  he  was  adtuatcd  by  pure  principles 
*in  endeavouring  to  promote  the  inquiry  which  was  now  propofed. 
This  inquiry  was  called  for  upon  two  grounds  which  were  diftind 
from  each  other.    Firft,  with  regard  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam  pcrfon- 
ally ;  fecondly,  with  regard  to  the  intereft  which  the  Public  had  it\ 
the  inquiry.    The  firft  of  thefe  was  certainly  the  leaft  important; 
but  even  fuppofing  that  the  firft  was  the  only  ground,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion it  would  have  been  fuflScient  to  call  upon  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe 
to  accede  to  the  prcfcnt  motion.  He  faid,  he  could  not  go  the  length  of 
agreeing  entirely  with  his  learned  friend,  that  a  difmiflion  by  admi- 
niftration  of  any  individual  muft  be  regarded  as  a  perfonal  cenfurc ; 
but  he  agreed  entirely  that  in  this  cafe  an  attempt  had  been  made  by 
His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  convey  fome  cenfure  on  the  charaiStcr  of 
the  noble  Earl.    He  allowed  that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to 
difmifyts  officers,  was  fuch  as  not  uppn  all  occafions  to  be  queftion- 
cd ;  but  when  cxercifed  !n  an  extraordinary  manner  it  became  the 
dmy  of  that  Houfe  to  inquire  into  that  exercife  ;  and  although  he 
did  not  allow  that  every  difmilTal  conveyed  a  cenfure  upon  an  indi- 
vidual, difmiiTed,  yet  he  could  not  go  die  length  of  faying,  that  no 
drcumflances  under  which  a  perfon  may  be  difmiffed  could  convey  a 
ftigma.    In  this  cafe,  he  believed,  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind 
was,  that  Minifters  had,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  noble  Earl 
had  been  recalled,  attempted  to  caft  a  ftigma  upon  his  charader. 
There  muft  be  one  of  two  reafons  for  the  difmiifal  of  the  noble 
:  Earl;  either  that  he  exercifed  his  power  as  Lord  Lieutenant  very 
'  improperly,  or  that  he  mifunderftood  his  inftrudlions.   Some  ftrong 
Tcaibn  the  Pdblic  muft  cxpeS  to  have  occafioned  his  recal,  fince  it 
was  a  drcumffauicc  attended  by  great  public  inconvenience,  great 
public  rifque,  and  many  very  ftrong  rem«nftrances.    Lord  Fitx- 
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'William  told  us  that  he  was  difmiflcJ,  not  fipm  mifunderftanding 
his  inftrudions,  or  for  making  improper  ufe  of  his  power,  but  for 
adling,  as  he  had  been  taught  to  think,  in  the.  manner  which  was 
the  moft  agreeable  to  his  employers.  He  told  us  that  he  had  been 
difmiffed  for  adling  in  dircdt  conformity  to  the  inftrudions  he  receiv- 
ed from  the  .Cabinet  of  Great  Britain.  But,  if  what  fiad  been  de- 
clared in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  true,  He  afted  not  only  con- 
trary to  the  intentions  of  thofe  who  employed  him,  but  with  great 
Imprudence  and  impropriety.  If  this  be  true,  he  was  guilty  of  a 
great  crime,  for  imprudence  in  a  charadler  of  fuch  emineqce  was  a 
great  crime.  Here,  therefore,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  and  Miniftcrs 
Vere  at  iffuc.  The  parties  differed  upon  the  faiSt,  and  it  was  right 
for  the  Public' to  know  the  real  truth  between  them.  Earl  Fitz- 
william undcrftood  his  recal  as  a  ftigma  on  his  charafiker.  It  was 
*ti-ue,  that  the  z&  itfclf  might  or  might  not  be  a  ftigma,  becaufc  tha^. 
'depended  on  the  circumftanccs  that  created  it.  But  furcly,  in  the 
common  fertfe  of  the  thing,  the  rccal  muft  be  deemed  a  difapproba- 
\ion  expreiTed  by  the  ccnfure  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  with  refpcd 
to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Earl,  and  that  too  of  the  moft  extraor- 
ilinary  kind.  Here  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  read  fotne  parts  of  the 
letters  of  the  noble  Earl  upon  the  fubjedt,  M'hercin  he  ftates  the  on- 
"derftanding  between  him  and  the  Cabinet  upon  the  queftion  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics:  and  wherein  he  juftifies  himfclf  for 
the  part  he  had  taken  upon  that  fubjeft ;  Minifters  alledged  there 
Was  no  fuch  underftanding  between  them.  Npw  the  queftion  for 
the  Houfe  to  inquire  into  was  this ;  was  the  ftatement  of  Earl  Fitz- 
william true  or  felfe?  To  afcertain  this  was  the  objeA  of  the  prc- 
fent  motion  ;  and  it  was  an  important  objefl.  The  cliaraAcr  of 
the  noble  Earl  had  been  faid  to  be  unfullied.  He  hoped,  he  truft- 
ed,  and  he  believed  it  was.  But  why  was  it  fa?  It 'was  from  the 
impotence  of  his  enemies;  for,  if  their  conduct  had  been  right,  the 
character  of  the  noble  Eatl,  inftead  of  being  unfullied,  muft  have 
Wn  highly  criminal,  as  they  had  given  to  the  public  more  than 
inlinuatvon  upon  th^t  fubjed.  It  had  been  alledged  alfo,  diat  this 
motion  tended  to  excite  animofities ;  particularly  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  He  difclaimed  all  ideas  of  exciting  ani- 
inofity.  Many  of  the  parties  in  this  difpute  had  been  old  friends, 
and  while  he  was  a  friend  of  theirs,  he  faw  them  always  as  bro- 
thers. In  their  old  friendfliip  and  connexion  he  witneffed  nothing 
tilt  honour,  confidence,  friendfliip,  and  attachment.  It  was 
"only  after  they  had  got  into  their  new  company,  that  they  found 
'  'difcord,  diftruft,  and  animofity.  Such  was  the  fete  of  tiheir  new 
connedlions.    Had  the  noble'  Earl  continiied  united  with  his  old 
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friends,  he  would  not  have  been  brought  into  his  prefcnt  dif;^grec- 
able  fituation.  But  when  he  formed  his  new  conncdtions,  he  found 
he  had  got  into  a  family  compatS,  with  whofe  principles  it  was  im- 
pofliblc  for  him  to  agree.  .  The  confcquence  was,  that  the  parties 
quarrelled,  and  bitterly  accufcd  each  other.  He  remembered  the 
time  when  it  was  falhlonable  to  accufc  certain  gcntldmen  of  having 
fcrmed  ^  political  conne6tionj  which  was  fuppofcd  to  be  a  fpccies  of  * 
ariftocracy,  hoftilc  both  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
interefts  of  the  people.  He  always  thought  that  obfcrvation  ridicu- 
lous ;  but  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ever  any  real  ap- 
prehcniions  of  the  danger  of  fuch  a  coalition,  he  had  afted  wifely 
in  the  laft  ftcp  he  had  taken  upon  that  fubjcdl ;  for,  by  entering  into 
a  coalition  himfelf  with  fomc  brandies  of  all  parties,  he  had  com- 
pletely dcftroyed  any  danger  from  them  all.  With  refpcft  to  the 
other  part  of  the  fubjed,  which  he  owned  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  moft  important  one,  namely,  the  intereft  which  the  public  had  in 
this  enquiry,  he  muft  obferve,  in  anfwer  to  the  queftion.  For  what 
purpofe  was  this  fubjecl  to  be  difcuffed  ?  that  the  public  had  a  right 
to  complete  information  as  to  thofe  perfons  whofe  condufi  had  cre- 
ated fuch  public  inconvenience.  If  mifchief  had  been  dpne,  if 
danger  had  been  occafioned,  it  was  fitting  the  public  Ihould  know 
to  whom  it  was  owing  \  it  muft  be  owing  to  His  Majefty's  Minif- 
tcrs  or  the  noble  Earl.  Nothing  could  clear  up  that  point  but  the 
inquiry  propofcd  in  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe.  Then  cer- 
tain gentlemen  came  with  a  coverling  to  the  whole  fubjcft  ;  they  ob-i 
jc(9 ;  they  objected  to  this  inquiry  bccaufc  they  did  not  know  that 
the  rcfult  might  not  be  that  of  removing  His  Majefty's  Minifters. 
Upon  this  he  owned  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  if  Minifters  (hould, 
upon  this  inquiry,  appear  to  dcferve  the  cenfurc  of  the  Houfe,  they 
ihould  therefore  neceflarily  be  removed. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  gone  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  that  even  if  it  appeared  to  him  Minifters  htd  mifconduited 
themfclves,  he  fliould  not  vote  for  this  enquiry,  for  the  caufe  in 
which  they  were  engaged  was  more  important  than  even  the  union 
of  the  empire.  Now  he  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  mark  the  end  of  this, 
for  under  fuch  a  principle  no  enquiry  could  ever  take  place  ;  the 
caufe  in  which  we  were  engaged,  according  to  this  dodtrine,  muft 
fupcrfede  every  other  fubjedl.  Let  the  Public  know  that  this"  was 
the  fort  of  anfwer  that  was  to  be  given  to  all  queftioos,  when  jthe 
conducl  of  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  was  propofed  to  be  difcuffed. 
If  this  was  to  be  really  the  pradice  of  that  Houfe,  he  thought  it 
Was  but  fair  for  the  Houfe  at  once  to  fay  fo,  inftead  of  betraying 
thdr  conftituents,  by  pretending  to  hold  a  power  of  inq 
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any  circumftanccs  relative  to  the  conduft  of  the  fcrvants  of  the 
Crown.  It  would  be  better  and  more  honeft,  at  once  to  fay  that 
the  fun6lions  of  Parliament  fliould  be  fufpended  until  the  end  of  the 
war,  than  to  lit  there  day  after  day  to  aft  mockery  afcer  mockery, 
and  to  pretend  to  have  any  idea  of  enquiring  into  any  thing,  the 
pofliblc  refult  of  which  might  be  the  removal  of  the  King  s  Mim- 
fters.  Much  has  been  faid  of  the  dangers  of  fuch  inquiries  as 
thefe.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  greatcft  of  all  dangers  that 
could  poffibly' threaten  a  free  ftate,  was  tliat  of  Minifters  being 
enabled  to  go  on,  without  cenfure,  with  any  plan  which  their  am- 
bition, folly,  or  madnefs.  might  fuggeft  ;  this  was  the  danger  which 
threatened  this  country  ;  it  was  from  this  we  fufFcred,  were  no\f 
fufFering,  and  he  feared  were  ftill  doomed  to  fufter  much  calamity. 
He  would  fay,  that  the  imagination  of  man  could  not  conceive  any 
thing  more  injurious  to  the  true  intcrefts  of  this  country,  than  that 
of  refufing  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Minifters  of  die 
Crown,  merely  becauic  fuch  inquiry  might  lead  to  their  removal. 
It  was  this,  as  he  had  before  ftatcd,  had  brought  on  all  our  dif- 
afters.  He  would  alk  the  Houfe  to  look  at  the  fituation  of  this 
country  in  the  year  1792,  and  to  compare  it  with  our  fituarion 
now,  and  then  to  tell  him  whether  they  thought  it  poflible  for  dif- 
trcfs  to  have  been  more  dreadfully  accumulated  upon  us  by  any 
combination  of  misfortunes.  Let  us,  therefore,  reflect  upon  our 
fituation,  and  let  the  Houfe  adopt  the  old  pradtice  of  a  good  Houfe 
of  Commons,  entertain  its  conftitutional  jcaloufy,  and  inftitute  in- 
quiries independent  of  all  confiderations,  as  to  the  refult  leading  to 
a  removal  of  any  Adminiftration.  Here  Mr.  Fox  compared  the 
difmiital  of  Earl  Fitiwilliam  with  the  rcfignation  and  difmiflion  of 
Lord  Carlifle,  Lord  Temple,  Xord  Nortliington,  anJ  others,  and 
pointed  out  the  difference  between  this  and  all  of  them.  In  the 
cafes  of  all  thofe  noble  pcrfons,  the  difmilTals  and  reiignations  arofc 
in  confequence  of  the  change  of  Adminiftration,  and  therefore,  they 
differed  entirely  from  the  prefent  cafe.  Some  perfons  might  perhaps 
objedl  to  this  motion,  as  the  very  words  of  it  conveyed  an  idea, 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  fuffer  any  inquiry  whatever  to  take  plaa', 
as  it  ftated  circumftanccs,  which  w^nt  to  infer  that  Ireland  was  in 
danger.  The  condu6l  of  Earl  Fitz-william  was  certainly  vcr)*  dan- 
gerous. But  to  whom  was  it  dangerous  ?  To  the  people  of  Ireland  ? 
By  no  means.  It  was  dangerous  only  to  the  few  individuals  whofc 
plan  it  was  to  govern  Ireland  by  corruption :  it  was  dangerous  to 
thofe  who  held  the  intereft  and  the  fcntiments  of  the  people  of  that 
country  in  contempt,  and  therefore  the  caufe  of  the  removal  cf  the 
noble  Earl  upon  that  principle  was  eafily  perceiv^Oi^lenobk 
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Earl  was,  he  believed,  the  only  perfon  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
obtain  the  applaufes  of  all  the  Catholics  and  DIffenters  of  Ireland  ; 
the  only  pedbn  wIk),  fincc  the  acccflTion  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick, 
had  been  able  to  unite  all  p.irtics  in  that  Vingdom,  and  that,  cir- 
cumftances,  perhaps,  to  His  Majc%  s  prefcnt  advifcrs,  was  a  fuf- 
ficient  rcafon  for  his  recal.  Here  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  a  ftiort  hif- 
tory  of  fads  with  rcgird  to  the  adminiftration  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  in 
Ireland  ;  as  alfo  of  the  applications  which  were  made  to  the  Throne 
by  delegates  from  tliat  country  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics,  and 
maintained  the  right  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  this  country 
had  to  inflitute  inquiries  into  public  matters  which  related  to  the  in- 
.tircfts  of  both.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  what  had  been  allowed 
to  the  Catholics  in  that  country  and  in  this,  fo  far  as  it  went,  was 
highly  proper  ;  but  that  while  there  was  any  diftin^ion  made  be- 
tween thaii  and  the  Proteftants  with  regard  to  political  rights,  they 
would  ftill  continue  to  have  claims  upon  the  jufticc  of  the  Legifla- 
turc. — His  opinion,  indeed,  was  well  known  to  thofe  who  had 
done  him  the  honour  to  attend  to  him :  it  was,  that  at  all  times* 
in  all  countries,  and  upon  all  occafions,  there  ftiould  be  no  dlftinc- 
•  tions  in  political  rights,  on  account  of  religious  opinions.  He 
thought  that  the  prejudices  of  the  people  were,  generally  fpeaking, 
worthy  of  attention.  Bat  when  prejudices  bent  againlT:  the  general 
principles  of  toleration,  he  did  not  think  them  entitled  to  much  re- 
fpeft.  What  was  the  cafe  in  Ireland  when  Lord  Fitxwilliam  be- 
came Lord  Lieutenant  ?  When  he  arrived  in  Ireland,  he  found 
the  Proteftants  fo  far  from  liaving  any  alarm  at  the  idea  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  Catliolics,  that  they  all  widied  for  it ;  even 
when  his  rjcal  was  known  to  be  about  to  take  place,  tbcfe  was  only 
one  place  in  the  whole  kingdom  where  alarm  was  atleded  to  be  felt, 
in  confcquence  of  the  plan  propofed  in  favour  of  the  Catholics ; 
and  even  there  the  vote  upon  that  occafion  was  carried  by  a  fmall 
majority,  and  therefore  it  was  demonflrable,  that  the  almoft  unani- 
nxxis  with  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  was  for  the  cn:irc  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics.  Nor  was  this  wonderful,  for  the  people  of  Ire-' 
land  had  fenfe  enough  to  diftinguilh  between  the  effedts  offlavcrf 
and  emancipation.  It  wasfaid  that  no  man  could  wi(h  to  fee,  under 
the  prcfent  circumftances,  Lord  Fitzwilliam  reftorcd  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  That  the  noble  Earl,  confidering  his  recent  ex- 
perience, would,  be  very  willing  to  hazard  again  his  comfort,  his 
charafter,  his  reputation,  under  the  controul  of  thofe  who  had  al- 
ready betrayed  him,  was  very  doubtful  j  but  he  confeffed,  from 
what  he  knew  of  the  difpofition  of  that  Nobleman,  he  would  be  as 
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public  good,  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom ;  but  yet  he  thought, 
after  what  had  already  happened,  he  muft  hefitate  a  good  deal  before 
he  would  fay,  I  am  ready  to  go  to  Ireland  during  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  Adminiftration.  Such  an  event  would  certainly  be  dc- 
iiTable,  for  the  noble  Earl  was  popular  throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom, which  was  evident  from  rhe  addretlVs  of  all  oonfidcrable  towns, 
jfrom  Belfaft  to  Cork,  and  alfo  from  what  h:id  paffed  in  the  cit)'  of 
Dublin.  To  pleafe  every  man  was  impoflible,  but  Lord  Fitiwil- 
liam  had  pleafcd  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland,  and  the  H^ufc  of 
Commons,  who  had  granted,  during  his  adminillration,  fuj>pUcs 
that  were  unparalleled  in  extent.  He  had  pleafed  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  and  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland.  He  had  appoinred  a  learned, 
reverend,  and  pious  Prelate  (to  whofe  charafler  Mr.  Fox  bore  teffi- 
mony  of  efteem  in  the  moft  handfome  terms)  to  the  primacy  of  the 
country  in  the  moft  difinterefted  manner.  The  noble  Earl,  inftiort, 
Jiad  pleafed  the  mafs  of  the  people  in  Irel:ind,  but  he  had  difplcafed 
two  or  three  individuals,  Mr.  Bercsfjrd  nnd  others. — Thus  when 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  put  into  one  fcale,  and  Mr.  Beresford 
and  a  few  individuals  into  the  other — the  pcopfe,  with  nil  their 
weight,  flew  up,  and  the  inrercft  of  Mr.  Bci:csi:"ord  preponderated. 
When  this  fubj^edt  had  been  mentioned  by  liim  on  a 'former  occa- 
fion,  and  when  he  had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  an  inquiry  thould 
be  inftituted,  the  Chancellor  of  the  E.xchcqucr  alTerted  that  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  had  done  nothing  in  the  affairs  of  Jreland,  for 
which  blame  was  imputable  to  them,  and  that  it  would  fo  r.pp:ar 
when  an  inquiry  (hould  take  place.  This,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  convin- 
ced him  the  moment  he  heard  it  uttered,  that  no  inquiry  would  ever 
be  confented  to  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  for  it  was 
their  conftant  pradlice  whenever  charged  boldly,  to  affert  they  were 
pot  guilty,  that  they  w^re  ready  to  prove  it  whenever  an  inquiry 
ihould  take  place,  and  when  afterwards  that  inquirv'  was  propofcd, 
to  rcfufe  to  grant  it.  Of  this  they  gave  a  fj)ecimen,  when  the  Se* 
crctary  to  the  Treafury  had  been  called  upon  to  account  for  his  con- 
duct,! in  a  cafe  which  had  been  invcftigated  in  a  court  of  juuicc. 
He  therefore  would  continue  to  fay,  that  if  this  inquirj'  be  entered 
into,  to  ufc  a  phrafe  which  had  been  applied  upon  another  occafion, 
ihc  Minifter  and  his  troops  would  be  ftjund  to  be  covered  with  no- 
thing but  filthy  dowlas.  He  owned  it  appeared  to  him  impoflible 
upon  any  principle  of  integrity  to  refufe  entering  into  this  inquiry. 
Fads  were  alledgcd  on  one  fide,  and,  if  not  contradidlcd,  were  cer- 
tainly not  admitted  on  the  other  ;  and  therefore,  as  the  f ubjeS  ^as 
important,  that  was  fuffieient  ground  for  an  inquiry.  Lord  Flti- 
irilUvn  aUedged,  that  Adminiftratlon  had  <kimmi^B^9^^  ^ 
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in  plain  words :  tlicre  might  be  fonc  paffion  mixed  with  his  narra- 
tive— how  could  it  be  othcrwife  ? — Where  was  the  man,  who,  un^ 
der  fudi  circanii^^mces,  would  be  totally  free  from  paflion?  But, 
after  making  nil  allowances  upon  that  head,  it  muft  be  admitted, 
that  the  faets  ailedged  by  th*;  noble  Earl,  and  not  admitted  by  his 
opponents,  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  demand  ino,uiry  in  that 
Hoiife.  Tlie  noble  Earl  allcdgcd,  it  was  nor  in  reality  his  dif- 
minal  of  Mr.  Bcrtsford  that  was  the  caufe  of  his  disagreement 
with  His  M<*jcll)'*s  minifiers  \  that  the  real  caufe  of  his  recal  was, 
the  determination  of  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  ruin  his 
reputation  as  a  politician,  and,  with  it,  to  ruin  the  reputation,  and 
finally  to  get  rid  of,  th.c  whole  of  his  new  federates,  whofe  charailer 
might  ftand  in  the  way  of  any  of  his  meafurcs.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
did  not  pretend  to  fay  what  were  the  motives  of  the  Miniftcr  which 
led  to  the  conduvS  he  obferved  upon  that  occafion.  Hq  (hould  not 
enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  ihc  fads :  but  this  he  would  fay,  it 
was  elfcntial  for  the  Public  to  knov7  the  whole  truth  upon  that  fub- 
jcc^.  He  had  heard,  as  had  Ijecn  alleged  to-night  by  his  learned 
friend  who  made  this  motion,  that,  in  another  place,  there  had 
been  a  very  fair  and  frank  declaration,  that  upon  application  being 
mzdc  to  the  Cli-^nccllor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  know  his  fentiments 
on  the  conduct  of  E^irl  Fitxwijliam,  that  he  explicitly  difavowed  the 
wiiole  ot  it.  Now  Earl  Fitzwilliam  infifted  that  with  that  very 
Miniftcr  he  had  converfed  upon  that  fubjeiSt,  that  he  had  communi- 
ca;cJ  his  fcntimcnis  to  that  Mini'^cr,  had  ftated  his  intentions  to 
him,  all  of  which  he  exprefsly  approved.  Upon  fuch  a  difference 
of  affertion,  he  would  alk  that  Hojfc,  was  it  or  was  it  not  fitting 
that  they  fhould  inquire,  and  be  i'uisficd  how  the  facts  flood  ?  He 
might  think  that  tlie  removal  of  Mr.  Beresford  was  not  an  event  in 
itfelf  of  great  imporrancc  ;  but  v.hxn  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Bercsford 
vas  put  in  competition  with  the  united  wilhcs  and  the  common  in- 
tereftof  the  whole  people  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Beresford  rofe  into  great 
and  ftriking  importance,  and  in  tliat  view  the  circumftances  became 
worthy  of  the  inquiry  of  that  Houfe.  Here  Mr.  Fox  took  notice 
of  fame  difputes  which  commenced  in  Oelober  laft,  between  the 
two  parties  of  Adminiftration  ;  he  fpoke,  he  faid,  from  public  ru- 
mour only,  having  no  fpecific  Knowledge  on  the  fadt.  From  that 
rumour  he  underftood  a  plan  was  in  agitation  to  fever  the  whole  of 
the  new  Adminiftration  from  the  old,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
were  any  perfons  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft, 
who  doubted  the  truth  of  that  rumour.  He  certainly  lamented 
that  any  of  his  old  friends  had  joined  the  prefent  Adminiftration, 
W  had  formed  any  conn€<aion  with  tlieip  j  bqt  he  w^s  ready  ftill  to 
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regard  their  charajflcrs  with  tcndcrncfs,  and  therefore  he  wilhed  to 
fupport  every  inquiry  that  ^^  as  ncceffary  to  vindicate  their  honour. 
That  I^ord  Fitzw  illiam  fliouLi  have  purfued  the  mcafurcs  he  did  in 
Ireland,  was  perfeftly  natural.    Long  before  that  Ncblcnnn  be- 
came the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  country,  he  h.ad  ccafcd  to  erriveri'j 
with  him  upon  political  fubjc6ls>  becaufc  he  knew  tliey  diffcirdj 
but  yet  he  was  pcrfedly  fatisficd  of  the  courl'e  which  the  noble.Earl 
would  take  during  his  Admini!Vati(;n  in  Irclund.     It  was  as  natu- 
ral to  cxpc^l  tliat  he  ihould  liave  [^Ljrfucd  the  plan  he  did,  as  that  if 
he  were  to  be  Minilk*r  to-morrow  it  would  be  natural  to  cxpcd^  he 
would  make  fome  attempt  to  nc^^ociate  with  France.     It  was  faid 
when  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  rij);  oluttd  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
there  would  be  an  end  of  the  old  fyi^em  of  government,  of  the  in- 
fiuence  of  the  Bercsfords,  and  there' would  of  courfe  be  a  complete 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics.    Therefore,  it  was  extraordinary 
to  alFedb  furprife  at  the  pirt  which  Lord  Fitz,\%iHiaro  took  upon  that 
pccalion.    There  was  fomcthing  extremely  Angular  in  the  manner 
in  which  fome  gentlemen  aiTcdcd  to  fay  that  the  rccal  of  Earl  Fiti- 
william.from  the  ofRee  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  was  no  inu- 
nuation  by  Miniilcrs  againft  his  charadlcr  ;  and  yet  that  thefe  gen- 
tlemen (hould  infift  upon  it  that  the  difmilTal  of  Mr.  Bcrcsford  by 
the  'noble  Earl  was  a  dirciSt  attack  upcvn  his  character.     Now  ho 
wiflicd  to  know  which  of  the  two  events  was  the  more  important  r 
Had  Mr.  Ecrcsford  been  difmiiTcd  for  ever,  did  the  Houfe  believe 
that  there  would  have  been  an  addrefs  and  remonftrance  from  the 
Catholics  in  confcquencc  of  that  event  ?  The  truth  was,  tliat  fa<3s 
fpoke  for  thcmfuvcs  too  plainly  in  this  cafe.  ^  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
was  popular  in  Ireland  ;  but  popularity  with  the  people  was  (mc 
thing,  popularity  in  the  King's  Cabinet  another. 

After  having  exhaufted  all  their  fliifts  upon  this  fubjc^^,  the  King'^ 
Minifters  found  out  by  accident,  that  to  give  complete  emancipa- 
tion to  the  Catholics  was  a  thing  dangerous  in  fome  degree  to  the 
King's  coronation  oath.  This  was  a  fort  of  objeciion  whicli  it  was 
•very  ilifficult  to  ftate  gravely  ;  and  when  he  faw  men  of  fenfc  at- 
tempting to  make  ufe  of  it  as  an  argument,  he  was  led  to  conclude 
that  it  was  adopted  merely  as -an  evafion  ;  .for  furcly,  when  it)cn 
capable  of  forming  a  juft  opinion  upon  things,  afligned  a  reafon 
which  could  not  be  ftated  to  children  without  exciting  their  ridicuki 
the  real  reafon  muft  be  fuch  as  did  not  fuit  their  chara(5tcrs  to  dif: 
clofe.  The  reverend,  the  learned,  and  the  pious  Prelate,  to  whofi) 
he  had  already  alluded  (Archbifhop  Newcoihe),  and  whofc  province 
It  was  to  guard  ngainft  any  dangerous  innovation  in  religion,  had 
been  able  to  difcover  none  of  this  alarming  hoftility  to,  the  King* 
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coronation  oath,  nor  had  any  of  rhe  people  of  Ireland  or  ot  England 
in  themeafure  of  the  Catholic  emancipation.  But  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  plenitude  of 
their  piety,  and  their  zeal  for  tiie  due  obfcrvance  of  religious  rites 
and  ceremonies,  forfooth,  had  lately  made  this  difcovery. 

The  next  point  to  be  confidcred,  was  the  opinion  which  the 
mafs  of  the  people  of  a  countr)^  entertained  of  the  Government  undet 
which  they  lived.  He  knew  there  were  fome  who  afFefted  to  dc- 
fpife  that  idea,  but  they  were  weak,  (hallow,  mifcrable  politicians. 
He  knew  that  Ireland  was  in  that  rcfpeft  in  a  very  dangerous  con- 
dition. It  was  eflential  to  the  welfare  of  a  country  that  the  com- 
mon people  fliould  hive  a  veneration  for  its  laws.  This  was  by 
no  means  the  cafe  in  Ireland  ;  and  why  ?  Becaufc  the  law  was 
there  regarded  as  an  inftrumcnt  of  oppreflion,  and  as  having  been 
•  made  upon  a  principle  of  pitiful  monopoly,  and  not  for  the  general 
proteflion,  wclflire,  and  happinefs  of  the  mafs  of  the  people.  It 
was  too  common  there  for  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  to  rcfift 
the  execution  of  the  laws.  Theft  itfelf  was  not  regarded  by  them 
with  the  fame  abhorrence  as  with  us.  Indeed,  if  we  would  have 
the  mafs  of  mankind  rcgird  our  laws  with  veneration,  we  muft 
make  them  feel  the  benefits  of  them ;  (hew  them  that  they  arc 
equal,  and  alike  adminlitcred  to  all  without  dil^inflion.  It  was 
this  principle  which  made  the  laws  of  England  fo  mnrh  the  objedl 
of  our  admiration  ;  it  was  this  which  made  the  p^cyiKt  parties,  as 
it  were,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  for  wjien  any  cac  infringed 
them,  a  profecutiun  agiinft  him  was  generally  a  popular  mcafure. 
What  he  faid  with  regard  to  laws,  was  alfo  applicable  to  religion. 
He  would  have  religious  toleration  as  equal  as  the  laws  of  England, 
and  that  all  men  fliould  be  eftimarcd  in  fociety  by  their  morals^  and 
not  by  the  mode  of  religious  worfliij).  To  root  out  prejudices  al- 
together was  not  a  thing  to  be  accorriplithed  at  once ;  but  it  was  a 
thing  to  be  attempted,  and  every  ftcp  towards  it  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  country.  Suoh  was  the  plan  of  Earl  Fitzwilliaff', 
which,  inftead  of  being  aided,  as  it  ought,  was  thwarted  by  th6 
mcafures  of  our  Miniftcrs.  They  had  renewed  the  old  plan  of  cor- 
ruption, which  had  made  the  Government  of  that  country  odious  ; 
this  was  too  well  authenticated  to  be  doubted :  it  had  been  ftated 
publicly  In  the  Houfcof  Commons  there,  by  a  gentleman  whofc  ta- 
lents were  hJghly  eminent,  and  for  whom,  notwithftanding  fome 
little  differences  upon  political  fuhjcdls,  he  had  a  high  cfleem,  (the 
celebrated  Mr.  Grattan)  ;  that  gcfitlcman  had  ftated  that  Peerages 
In  Ireland,  inftead  of  being  a  matter  of  honour,  were  an  article  of 
&lc ;  that  they  Were  purchafcd  from  the  corrapticg)^ifi^d%*'@Ot^e 
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Houfe  of  Commons,    He  had  hcatd  much  of  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  in  this  country.    He  believed  it  to  be  ss  great  as  it  was  ever 
'    ftated  to  be.    But  in  Ireland  corruption  had  been  publicly  avowed 
and  a6lcd  upon.    Such  a  Government  muft  certainly  be  in  sr  very 
decrepit  ftate,  and  therefore  any  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  pec^le 
was  highly  neccffary.    What,  then,  were  we  to  think  of  Minifters, 
who  held  out  an  encouragement  at  one  time  for  fuch  a  plan,  and 
afterwards  recalled  a  Lord  Lieutenant  for  attempting  to  carry  it  into 
execution  !    The  queftion,  therefore,  reftcd  upon  the  caufe,  and 
the  manner  of  the  recall  of  Earl  FitLwiUiam  ;  and  upon  that  fub- 
jcft  it  was  impoffible  fairly  to  pafs  by  the  condudl  of  His  Majcfty  s 
Minifters,  without  inquiry.    He  had  heard  much  faid  of  the  dan- 
ger of  inveftigating  this  bufinefs  :  danger,  he  admitted,  there  was, 
not  from  an  inquiry,  but  from  ablbining  from  inveftigation.  He 
had  heard  alfo  a  good  deal  faid  about  the  honour  of  His  Majefty's 
Minifters.    Upon  that  topic  he  was  not  concerned  ;  they  would  de- 
fend their  own  honour,  and  deal  with  it  as  they  might  think  bcft. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  defircd  only  an  inveftigation  of  fads  ;  in  which, 
he  faid,  his  honour  was  concerned,  and  alfo  the  intercft  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  therefore  he  thought  it  imported  the  Houfe  to  inftitute  the 
inquiry.    He  knew,  indeed,  that  if  Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  adopted 
the  plan  which  others  had  fct  for  him,,  he  might  long  fince  have 
been  very  eafy  ;  he  miglit  have  had  an  opportunity  of  acccptir^  a 
good  place  ;  Minifters  would  have  faid,  "It  is  true  you  have  ut- 
tered fome  hard  fcntenccs  againft  us,  but  now  we  are  good  friends ; 
every  thing  is  underftood  between  us."    But  the  truth  was,  my 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  did  not  enter  into  what  is  called  the  fpirit  of  tlie 
prefent  AdminiQration,  that  is  to  fay,  he  did  not  facrificc  his  cha- 
radlcr,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  himfclf  upon  an  equality  widi 
them.    He  had,  tliank  God,  not  entered  into  that  fpirit :  he  faid 
thank  God,  for  no  political  differience  of  opinion  ever  had,  or  ever 
fliould,  deftroy  his  friendftiip  for  that  noble  perfon.    Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam had  adied  honourably  ;  he  called  for  inquiry  ;  he  ftated  his 
claim  to  it ;  he  Had  a  right  to  demand  it  of  the  juftice  of  that  Houfe ; 
his  honour  was  in  their  hands,  and  tlierefore  they  ought  to  grant  him 
an  inquiry.    Should  the  Houfe  refufe  it,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  knew 
not  among  the  various  names  that  have  been  given  to  various  PSir- 
liaments,  what  name  to  give  to  the  prefent  Parliament ;  it  certainly 
was  not  an  inquifitivc  Parliament.    They  had  feen  large  fubfidics 
granted,  and  they  had  not  inquired  into  the  fcrvices  performed; 
they  had  known  alliances  entered  into,  and  our  allies  afterwards  dc- 
fert  us,  and  they  had  not  inquired  for  what  reafon  ;  they  had  feen 
our  armies  defeated,  and  they  bad  not  "^qV)!gif<|dl?S^9l^^ 
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fuch  failures  ;  they  had  feen  this  empire  very  nearly  ruined  by  the 
conduS  of  tiic  King's  Mlniftcrs^  and  they  had  continued,their  con- 
fidence in  fuch  Miniftcrs.  It  was  for  want  of  inquiry  we  had  been 
fwought  into  our  prcfcnt  calamitoiis  fituation.  Knowing  this,  he 
wuft  leave  it  now  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfc  to  refledl  on  the  con- 
Icquences  of  continuing  to  refufe  inquiries  into  fiihjc(fVs  in  which  tlie 
profpoiiy  aj>d  happiDcfs  of  this  and  the  fifter  kingdom  were  fo  deeply 
jnvdved. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  whatever  cffeft  might  J)e  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  fome,  hy  the  efforts  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  made  the  motion,  and  tliofe  of  riie  riglit  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  followed  him,  to  perfu?idc  the  Houfe  and  the  Public  that 
His  Majcfl/s  Miniftei^s  .wiflicd  to  avoid  the  propofed  inquiry  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  mifconduft,  he  was  almoft  confident  that  he  (bould 
have  the  fenfc  of  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  with  him  in  the  part  he 
propofed  to  take.  Feeling  as  he  muft  feel,  what  the  ftrid  line  of 
bis  duty  was  as  a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  ftill  more 
particidarly  as  a  Mcwhcr  of  the  Executive  Government,  he  was 
convinced  that  he  (hould  betray  that  Government,  if  he  agreed  to 
give  a  verbal  explanation  of  the  fubje6t  in  hand,  when  it  could  only, 
from  its  nature,  be  cffedlually  known  by  a  thorough  inveAigation 
of  the  whole  of  the  correfpondcnce  which  took  place  during  tlic 
time  of  I/ord  Fitzwilliam's  refidence  in  Ireland;  a  propofal  for 
which,  he  averred,  could  not  proceed  from  fubftantial  purpofes  of 
found  policy,  or  from  any  well-grounded  fcnfc  of  public  expediency 
or  private  juftice.  Whatever  the  view  of  tlic  motion  might  be, 
whether  it  was  injufticc  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  or  (o  thofc  who  com- 
jwfcd  the  Executive  Government— Whether  it  was  the  welfare  of 
the  Britifh  Empire  at  lai^,  or  the  benefit  of  the  IrilTi  nation— or 
to  difcufs  and  take  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  on  topics  dcpcrtding 
before  the  independent  Lcgiflaturc  of  Ireland,  it  was  impoTible  to 
cater  upon  it  at  all  to  any  elfedt,  without  gf)ing  at  large  into  a  com- 
plete invcftigation  of  the  whole — And  whether  th«  Houfe  would 
agree  to  take  a  ftep  at  once  fo  indelicate  and  dangerous,  as  to  open 
the  fccret  tranfactions  of  Government,  and  touch  the  vital  parts  of 
the  Bririfli  Empire,  by  probing  every  little  unimportant  wound  to 
its  utmoft  extent,  w.is  a  queftion  that  he  would  not  in.fult  their  pa- 
triotifm  or  their  wifdom  by  confidcring  as  at  all  dubious.  If  an  in- 
quiry, however,  was  to  take  place,  it  could  be  properly  done  only  . 
by  application  to  the  Throne,  and  not  inquifition  of  the  confidential 
fervants  of  His  Marjefty,  who  wee  withheld  by  the  very  mture  of 
their  office  from  the  promulgation  of  the  fcerets  of  the  Cabinet ; 
ind  he  affured  the  Houfe,  that  whatever  advantage  might  be  made 
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of  his  (ikncc,  or  however  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  might  turn  it 
to  the  purpofes  of  bold  prefumption  and  invedlive,  he  was  too  well 
ufcd  tofijch  treatment  not  to  facrifice  the  firft  feelings  of  his  temper 
to  the  deliberate  fenfe  of  hfs  duty.    He  could  well  bear  the  uncouth 
cbulitions  of  intemperance  and  acrimony,  and  condemn  the  grofs 
mifreprefentations  of  his  condudt,  which  he  was  fo  much  in  the  ha- 
bit of  hearing  from  the  other  fide,  becaufe  he  entertained  a  well- 
founded  hope  of  receiving  a  fair  and  candid  judgement  from  the 
Public,  and  had,  at  all  events,  an  ample  refource  for  tranquillity 
in  the  confcious  integrity  of  his  own  mind.    He'  did  not,  he  faid, 
want  the  candid  and  falutary  advice  given  to  him  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Powys,)  not  to  be  betrayed  into  warmth  by  die 
very  provoking  and  unmerited  exprcflions  which  fell  from  the  other 
fide,  for  he  had  been,  antecedent  to  that  advice,  determined  not  to 
enter  into  any  particular  verbal  explanation — and  in  the  fpirit  of 
that  determination  he  would  neither  admit  nor  deny  the  fadls  or  in- 
ferences fo  loofcly  charged,  but  ftate  to  the  Houfe  what  he  conceiv- 
ed to  be  the  general  principle  which  governed  the  cafe,  and  wl\icii 
he  was  convinced  would  lead  to  the  conclufion  of  rejcdling  the  mo- 
tion on  the  grounds  of  found  policy  and  public  liifct}'.  Having 
faid  fo  much,  he  would  take  up  no  more  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe 
with  preliminary  mattcj-,  but  proceed  to  the  points  of  the  qucftion  as 
they  arofe  from  the  ftatcmcnts  on  the  other  fide — and  as  to  ihc  ni- 
fertion  that  no  prercgative  could  bar  the  inquiStorial  funclicns  of 
that  Houfe,  he  would  admit  it  under  fome  qualifications.    No  part 
of  the  King's  prerogative  was  more  peculiarly  nccefl'ary  to  the  exift- 
ence  of  Government,  the  facility  of  its  operation,  and  tlie  fccuriry 
pf  that  country  for  which  fuch  Government  is  formed,   than  the 
power  of  nominating  and  difiTiiflTing  his  fervants,  without  afiigning 
any  caufe ;  yet  he  would  not  fay,  that  even  this,  in  a  cafe  properly 
made  out^  might  not  come  before  the  Houfe  as  matter  of  inquiry. 
That  this  power  of  feledlion  or  rejedion  without  afllgning  caufe, 
vefied  in  the  Crown,  and  was  an  indifputablc  part  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  he  would  not  weary  the  Houfe  by  dcmonftrating ;  and  that 
the  moft  perfedl  confidence  of  each  other  (not  confidence  of  mora\ 
ppinion,  but  confidence  of  having  the  fame  views,  and  a  concur- 
rence of  opinion  on  the  political  meafurcs  to  be  purfued  by  all] 
(hould  fubfift  between  the  various  Members  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, as  the  means  which  could  alone  enable  them  to  conduft 
%o  advantage  the  public  concerns,  was  equally  obvious.    If  then 
motions  of  this  kind  were  to  be  granted,  and  inquiries  of  the  nature 
it  fought  were  fet  on  foot,  this  great  and  falutary  provifion  of  the 
Conftitution  was  dellroyed  at  once.    Pcfof^  ar^  experiment  fo  hjj- 
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iardous  could  be  attempted,  a  fpccial  cafe  fliould  be  made  out  of  po- 
fitivc  danger — or  public  mifcondudt  or  delinquency,  none  of  which 
at  all  appeared  in  the  prefcnt  inftaoce ;  for  he  called  on  the  Houfc 
torccollccl  what  were  the  grounds  .offered  to  them  to  juftify  the  in- 
quiry. They  confifted  of  two  pjints — The  firft  was,  jufticc  to 
Lord  Fitzwilliam — The  fecond,  that  an  inquiry  wns  ncccffary  td 
Ihc  public  intcrcft — Bodi  thofe  he  would  confider  in  their  turn. 

As  to  the  firft,  the  whole,  of  it,  he  faid,  moved  on  a  mcrb 
groundlcfs  affumptiOn,  that  the  recal  of  Lord  FitzwilHam  from 
the  Government  of  Ireland  implied  a  charge  againft  him.  But 
though  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  infifted 
that  the  removal  of  the  fervanls  of  the  Crown  from  tlicir  places 
implied  fuch  a  charge^  the  right ' honourable  gentleman  who  fol- 
lowed lum  did  not  contend  for  the  principle  to  that  extent ;  and 
indeed  if  that  were  fo,  there  was  an  end  to  |he  pofition  already  laid 
down;  that  the  fafety  of  the  realm  depended  on  the  conftitutional 
right  of  the  Crown  to  nominate  anddifmifs  its  fervants  at  pleafure, 
•nd  there  would  be  a  ncceffity  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  every 
difmiffal.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  could  not  but  fee  how 
very  prolific  a  fource  of  inquiry  there  would  be,  from  the  mention 
which  had  been  even  that  night  made  of  the  noble  Admiral  (Lord 
Hood),  and  he  would  be  able  to  form  a  judgement  of  the  expedi* 
cncy  of  fuch  inquiries,  and  decide  more  juftly  upon  that  right,  when 
he  rccollefted  that  the  gallant  Lord  Rodney,  in  the  moft  intcreft- 
ing  and  critical  period  of  a  very  ruinous  and  cxhaufting  war,  and 
in  the  very  moment  of  viSory,  was  recalled  by  the  Minifter  of  that 
day,  without  any  caUfe  affigned,  and  no  fuch  inquiry  was  called 
for,  or  thought  to  be  neccffary. —  [Here,  on  the  fuggeftlon  of  fome 
of  die  Member*  behind  him,  Mr.  Pitt  correfted  himfclf,  and  fald] 
— Yes,  an  inquiry  was  called  for,  and  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himfclf  rcfifted  it ;  and,  what  was  more,  while  he  profeffed 
that  he  had  himfelf  advifed  the  change,  moved  for  the  thanks  of 
the  Houfe  to  be  given  to  the  noble  Admiral !  If,  then,  in  fuch  very 
extraordinary  circumftances,  an  Admiral,  who  was  a  folitary  In- 
flancc  of  fuccefsful  valour  in  a  moft  calamitous  war,  was  recalled 
by  the  very  Minifter  who  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfc  to  him, 
^as  it  poffiblc  to  fay  that  any  ftigma  could  attach  to  difrniffal  with- 
out inquiry  and  with  the  utmoft  refpedt  for  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  he 
conceived  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  cafe  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
more  than  in  that  of  any  other  fervant  of^the  Crown.  Befldes,  he 
put  it  to  the  reflefiion  of  the  Houfe  to  determine,  whether  there 
mi^t  not  be  a  caufe  for  removal  without  a  crime.  Could  it  not 
happen,  that  there  might  exift  a  difference  of  opinim^  on^li^n^^^l 
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of  tranfoendent  importance,  though  the  parties  differing  retained 
he  moft  cordial  affedtton  for,  and  good  opinion  of,  each  other  ?— ' 
Would  the  Houfc,  he  deroandcd,  fuppofe  any  thing  more  in  re- 
calling a  Lord  Lieutenant  during  a  feiOTion  of  Parliament,  than  in 
withdrawing  a  Sec^reury  of  State  pending  a  negociation  for  peace  I 
Certainly  not.  Yet  did  the  Houfe  foiget  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  refigned  his  office,  on  a  mere  matter  of  difFt-renceinop- 
nion,  juft  at  the  eod  of  the  war,  in  a  moft  important  moment  of  ne- 
gociation—on  a  diifercncc  in  opinioa  with  one  Member  of  Admi- 
niftration  rcfpciSling  the  independence  of  America— a  Miniftet  (Mr* 
Fox),  whofe  talents  and  political  chara6ler  made  his  afliftance  in  the 
higheft  degree  important,  abandoned  his  office  in  the  moft  difficult 
crifis,  though  he  was  ccnfclous  that  his  doing  fo  would  ^ad  to  the 
diiTolution  of  an  union  formed  on  grounds  of  public  necclTit}'— yet 
there  was  no.  inquiry  on  that  occafion  ;  and  when  a  noble  Duke,  in 
the  n\idft  of  a  preparation  for  a  war  with  Ruflia,  reflgncd  the  litu- 
ation  he  held,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  bound  to  afk  an  inquiry  ;  nor 
did  any  other  gentleman,  though  extremely  hoftile  to  tlie  war  with 
Ruftia,  make  it  the  foundation  of  inquiry.  Taking  thefe  h&s  as 
they  were,  he  applied  them  to  the  cafe  before  the  Houfe,  and  faid, 
that  there  was  not  that  difference  between  Lord  Fitzwilliam  and  the 
rKible  Duke,  or  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  could  make 
him  more  an  objedt  of  inquiry — nor  was  it  any  difparagemcnt  to 
apply  the  fame  principles  to  him  that  applied  to  them.  But  it  was 
flated,  for  the  purpofe  of  ihewing  that  his  Lordfhip's  cafe  was  out 
of  tlie  ordinary  courfe,  tlut  he  had  been  encouraged  by  His  Majcfty  s 
Minifters  on  this  fide  of  the  water,  to  hold  out  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  the  expe£lation  of  emancipation,  which  was  afterwards  op- 
pofed  by  them.  This,  if  true,  might  arife  from  a  difference  of 
opinion,  which  did  not  ncceftarily  imply  a  crime  on  either  fide  ;  and 
if  that  difference  did  exift  between  them,  how  could  they  adi  in 
concert  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  Britifh  empire  ? 

A  confbruflion  had  been  put  on  fome  words  which  had  fallen  from 
Kim  on  a  former  night,  utterly  different  finom  what  he  could  have 
ima^nedy  or  what  he  had  then  expreifed.  On  occafion  of  a  mo* 
tion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  Nation,  the  flate  of  Ireland 
bad  been  iattoduced  into  difcuftion,  and  he,  in  anfwer,  fiatcdas 
hh  opinion,  that  the  a^tation  of  that  fubjed  in  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Parliament  was  burtfuli  en  the  very  fame  grounds  as  he  (bould  tum 
namely,  that  it  was  injudicious,  if  not  highly  improper,  to  antid* 
pate  the  bufinefs  of  the  Iriftr  Parliament  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  af- 
"fume  the  right  of  canvaffing  their  determinations  on  the  other — ^hc 
that  night  ftated  the  evil  that  wo\ild  probably  ^rifc  from  inquii^,  anJ 
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that  if  any  mi&hicf*  hs^pfiened  in  Ireland,  no  part  of  it  could 
be  attributed  to  His  Majcfty*s  Minifter$  on  this  iide  of  the  water* 
The  Houfe  would  judge  whether  gentlemen  in  this  cafe  had  given 
candidly  his  words  ;  but  if  they  determined,  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  roade  the  motion,  that  there  tnvA  be  guilt,  bccaufe 
there  was  a  difmifial,  they  muA  go  farther,  and  lay  with  himi  that 
there  was  no  juft  reafonagainft  inquiry  in  any  cafc-*-that  there  wat 
no  cafe  in  which  the  public  difclofurc  of  the  Councils  of  Govern- 
ment could  be  dangerous,  or  clfe  that  it  was  right  to  facrifice  public 
duty  to  die  delicacy  of  private  reputation  ;  more  than  this  he  would 
not  fay. 

As  to  the  point  of  juftice  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  why  did  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  confine  it  to  him  Why,  in  the  matter  of 
jufticc,  did  he  feparate  his  Lord(hip  from  the  reft  of  His  Majefly'g 
Miniftcrs  r — The  plea  of  juflice  applied  to  them  as  well  as  him.— 
If  his  Lordihip  had  ftated  to  the  Public  all  that  he  had  to  fay  for 
hlmfelf,  and  they  had  any  thing  nwre  favourable  to  fay  of  them- 
fclvcs,  it  was  not  his  Lordihip,  but  they,  that  fuflFered,  if  they  fup- 
prcffcd  It :  but  however  aggrieved,  his  Lordihip  and  they  (hould 
fubmit  to  the  lot  of  public  men,  and  facrifice  private  to  public  in- 
terell.  On  the  grounds  of  public  policy,  he  deprecated  the  intro* 
du<9ion  in  that  Houfe,  of  the  points  on  which  the  motion  of  the 
night  was  grounded : — they  were  points  on  which  there  was  a  wid« 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  country  to  which  they  belonged,  and 
where  they  originated  :— As  to  the  Catholic  queftion,  he  would  i.ot 
ftatc  all  the  delicate  political  points  on  the  great  frame  of  the  civil 
and  ccclefiaftical  ccnflitutions  of  Ireland,  involved  in  it ;  but  would 
fuppofe  any  one  of  them,  and  put  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe 
die  propriety  of  the  difcuflion  of  it — for  to  make  the  inquiry  anfwer 
any  purpofe,  rhcy  muft  enter  into  and  examine  all  the  opinions  on 
thofe  points :  he  would  fuppofe  that  examination  to  come  on  while 
the  fame  queilion  was  pending  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland ;  would 
it  be  right  to  treat-  that  independent  Parliament  fo  ?-*-to  fcleft  the 
very  moment  of  their  deliberation— to  tread  over  the  fame  ground, 
and  examine  the  fame  queftion  P  If  the  qucftion  was  the  fame,  it 
was  a  wound  to  their  independence  ;  and  if  the  inquiry  only  led  to 
the  feme  refult,  there  was  nothing  gained  to  the  Public— but  if,  ob 
the  contrary,  the  Houfe  was  to  decide  difFercntiy,  the  difcuflion  and 
dccifion  would  be  an  impeachment  of  the  independence  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland.  Fortunately,  however,  no  fuch  ri(k  could  now 
be  incurred — no  fuch  difcuflion  could  take  place  here,  for  that  great 
and  delicate  queftion  had  already  been  decided  by  the  Iiifli  Parlia- 
ment.   Thus,  what  good  could  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  du  ? 
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He  wouW  iupp6fe,  for  difgument  fake,  that  the  Britlrti  Parliament 
dcx^ided  in  oppofition  to  the  Iriih  Parliament.  What  would  be  die 
fituation  of  His  Majcfty*s  Minifters,  if  on  every  qucftion  depending  ^ 
in  Ireland j  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  pronounced  judgement, 
and  if  any  of  them  si  tmtmf  judgement,  what  would  be  their  ftatc 
to  advife  His  Majcfty  to  rejcift,  as  King  of  England,  that  which,  as 
King  of  Ireland^  he  itiight  feel  himfelf  engaged  to  give  his  affent  to? 
Did  thofe  who  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  adopt  this  nHkle,  really  mean 
to  promote  the  harmonious  connexion  bctx^eeh  that  country  and  this^ 
by  introducing  meafures  Yo  pregnant  with  confufion  and  difcord  ? 
As  to  the  arrangements  of  office  in  Ireland,  how  were  they  to  he 
cxtoined  here  ?  It  might,  he  knew,  be  confidered  as  a  miferabld 
Iguabbli^  about  place  dnd  poiver,  and  a  conteft  of  avarice  and  am- 
bition ;  but  it  migtit  alTo  be  confidered  in  a  different  way.  But 
who  were  to  be  the  judges  of  fo  very  important  a  queftion  ?  not  the 
Parliament  of  England  ;  certainly  not ;  but  that  of  Ireland,  who 
teere  familiar  with  them,  who  had  the  means  of  examining,  and 
the  right  to  decide  \  who  were  judges  in  point  of  power,  and  wit- 
hcffes  in  point  of  fa£t ;  whereas  here  we  had  neither  power  to  make 
a  dccifion  effeftual,  nor  means  to  make  an  inquiry  complete- 
Some  names  had  been  mentioned  (the  Bcresfords)  but  thofe  bore 
with  them  the  teftimony  of  fucceffive  governments  for  talents,  in- 
tegrity, arid  fidelity — that,  howevefi  was  not  a  fubjeft,  to  the  exa- 
mination of  which  a  Btitlfli  Houfe  of  Parliament  was  compctcnti 
He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  as  he  thought  the  Houfe  fliould  not 
entertain  the  motion  at  all,  he  Would  vote  for  the  order  of  the  day* 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  fpoke  for  the  original  motion. 

Lord  MILTON  fald,  the  caufo  of  the  rccal  of  Earl  FitxwilHam 
was  a  derelidion  by  Miniftcrs  here  of  all  that  had  been  agreed  on 
before  he  fet  out  for  Ireland.  It  was  perfe(?Wy  underftood,  that 
every  thing  cxpcdtcd  by  the  Roman  Catholics  was  to  be  granted  at 
fuch  time  as  might  appear  moft  conducive  to  the  general  tranquillity 
and  harmony  of  the  two  Countries,  of  which  the  noble  E^rl  was  to 
be 'the  judge.  With  the  complete  pcrfuafion  that  this  was  fo,  he 
entered  upon  the  govcmfticnt  of  Ireland  ;  and  whether  the  difference 
that  foon  after  appeared  arofc  from  his  mlftakc,  or  from  their  change 
of  opinion,  they  never  fcnt  him  the  leaft  intimation  of  either,  al- 
though they  had  full  time  to  do  fo,  till  the  application  of  the  Ca- 
tholics had  received  fuch  countenance  as  could  not  be  retraced  with 
honour.  That  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  highly  popular  in  Ireland,- he 
(hoiild  be  wanting  in  proper  feeling  not  to  declare ;  but  he  was  bound 
alfo  to-  declare,  that  his  popularity  was  not  fo  much  owing  to  the 
opinion  entertained  of  his  pertbnal  charadlcr,  g^dy  as  that  tt^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 


D  E  B  A  T  E 


375 


fpeftedy  as  to  the  hopes  conceived  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  from 
Ac-appointment  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  high  ftation  he  now 
filled  in  His  Majcfty's  fcrvicc,  and  the  fending  for  Mr.  Ponfonby 
and  Mr.  Grattiin  foon  after  to  this  country.  The  Iriih  nation 
complained  of  being  dcGei\«d,  of  bring  treated  with  duplicity.  On 
the  part  of  Earl  Fitzwilltam  he  claimed  an  inquiry,  that  he  might 
cither  be  exempted  from  fufpicion,  or  cenfured  if  blameable ;  for 
even  mi(lake  in  affairs  of  fu;:h  importance  would  be  blameable.  He 
would  affirm,  however,  that  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  not  to  blame, 
but  that  Minifters  here  were  culpable  as  far  as  refpe<Scd  the  difference 
upon  mcafurcs. — With  refpeft  to  die  removals  from  office  in  Ire- 
land, either  efFedled  or  intended,  they  were  wiflied  for  by  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  muft  have  been  expedled  by  MiniAers  here.  They 
knew  of  Earl  Fitxwilliam^  intention,  and  ought  to  have  ftated  their 
ohjedions  before  he  went  over,  which  they  never  did.  The  re- 
movals in  his  own  (the  Secretary's)  office  he  judged  npceflary  for  the 
public  fervice.  Mr.  Hamilton  was  fatisficd,  Mr.  Cooke  was  not. 
The  perfons  appointed  to  fucceed  them  had  done  dieir  duty  with 
diligence  and  ability  ;  and  one  of  diem  had  been  continued  in  office. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  no  objection  to  carrying  the  motion  to  any  ex-» 
tent  Minifters  might  wifh  ;  they  themfelvcs  were  the  judges  of  State 
fecrecy,  and  of  how  far  it  would  be  fit  to  carry  it.  The  difmiffid 
of  former  Lord  Lieutenants  h»d  been  referred  to  in  parallel  cafes^ 
They  had  been  difmiffed  by  new  Minifters  with  whom  they  had  no 
political  connexion ;  Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  been  difmiifed  by  his 
colleagues — that  wounded  to  the  quick. — He  would  not  fay  who 
were  thofe  colleagues — He  would  not  truft  himfelf  upon  that  fubje6t« 

Mr.  ORDE"  contended,  that  the  infinuations  which  had  been 
thrown  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  refpefting  the  fuppofed  cor- 
ruption which  prevailed  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  were  with- 
out foundation  ;  from  the  fituation  which  he  had  the  h9nour  of  fiU 
ling  in  that  country,  he  was  enabled,  with  a  confidcrable  degree  of 
accuracy,  to  decide  upon  this  point,  and  he  affirmed,  upon  an  in- 
quirjr,  the  revcrfe  of  that  alfertion  would  be  found  to  be  the  cafe* 
He  then  alluded  to  feveral  gentlemen  who  had  been  mentioned,  af 
having  been  difplaced  from  fituations  of  high  refponfibility  in  Ireland, 
and  fpok^  in  the  higheft  termsx>f  their  abilities  and  attention  as  pub- 
lic dwradters,  and  of  their  honour  as  private  gentlemen. — He  con» 
eluded  with  giving  his  decided  vote  againftthe  motion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  by  the  turn 
which  the  debate  had  taken,  to  intrude  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Houfc  for  a  few  minutes.  It  was  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  pcr- 
foi^  witl^  whom  he  had  been  conne£ted|  and  which  his  own  feel* 
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ings  called  upon  him  to  perform.  It  was  his  intention  to  fiate  in 
ns  few  words  as  he  could,  confidently  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
fubjcct,  his  reafons  for  giving  his  vote  againft  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  was  ready  in  the  moft  unequivocal 
manner,  to  give  his  al^nt  to  the  pofition  advanced  on  the  other  fldc 
of  the  Houfe,  viz.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  watch 
over  the  conduS  of  the  Executive  Government,  and  to  inftitutc 
inquiries  when  they  thought  It  neceffary.— But  there  was  ancther 
pofition,  equally  conformable  to  the  theory  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
more  reconcileablc  to  its  praflicc,  which  he  fliould  infift  upon,  vlx. 
That  His  Majefty  had  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  difmiflfing,  and 
of  appointing  his  own  Miniftcrs,  according  to  lu3  pleafurc.— He 
did  not  mean  to  contend  that  no  poffible  cafe  might  arife,  in  wMch 
it  miglit  not  be  proper  for  Parliament  to  interfere  upon  the  difaiiiTion 
of  a  Minifter ;  but  in  fuch  a  cafe  there  ought  to  be  the  ftrongcfl 
grounds  ftated  to  Ihew  the  ncccflTity  of  fuch  an  interference.  The 
queftion,  and  the  only  one  which  called  for  confidcration, 
Whether  there  were  fufficicrj^  grounds  laid  before  the  Houfc  to  in- 
duce them  to  go  into  this  inquiry,  in  other  words,  to  addrefs  His 
Majefly  for  the  produftion  of  the  papers. 

Jn  order  to  form  a  corrcft  judgement  upon  this  part  of  the  fiibr 
jcft,  it  would  be  neceffary  tliat  the  Houfe  (hould  not  be  led  away 
by  the  general  obfervations  which  had  been  thrown  out  againft  tbc 
Government  of  Ireland,  He  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  a 
judgement  upon  this  fubjed^,  and  hoped  he  flioyld  be  able  to  con- 
vince the  Houfe,  not  by  declanjation  or  by  affcnion,  but  by  pofl- 
tive  truth,— If  there  did  exift  that  degree  of  corrupt  influence  In 
Ireland  v/hich  had  been  reprefentcd,  it  muft  have  been  known  to 
the  Parliament  of  that  country ;  and  yet  when  a  motion  was  brought 
forward  upon  this  ground,  in  the  Irifh  Houfc,  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  firft  abilities  and  eloquence,  the  motion  for  the  enquiry  was 
negatived,  he  believed,  without  a  divifion,  but  at  all  events  by  a 
large  majority.  This  was  a  ftrong  proof  what  were  the  opinions 
of  pcrfons  refiding  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  moft  likely  to  know  of 
that  corruption,  if  it  really  exifted.  But  it  was  not  upon  ncgatjvf 
faSs  that  he  meant  to  defend  the  Government  of  Ireland,  particu- 
larly under  Lord  Weftmorland  ;  a  variety  of  mcafures  were  adopt- 
ed under  the  Adminiftration  of  that  noble  Lord,  which  were  cal- 
culated to  gratify  the  feelings^  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fupport  the 
intcrcfts  of  the  People  of  Ireland.  He  fhould  ftate  to  the  Houfc, 
in  as  brief  a  manner  as  he  poffibly  could,  the  different  mcafures  to 
which  he  alluded.  He  did  not  believe  he  fliould  meet  with  oppo- 
fition  when  he  ftated,  that  the  happlnefs  of  a  peode  depended  as 
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inuch  upon  the'  mode  of  adminlftering  jufticc,  as  upon  the  laws 
I  tinder  which  they  live. — He  M'as  fony  to  fay  that  confideration  had 
hot  always  prevailed  in  Ireland,  too  much  regard  had  been  paid  to 
parliamentary  interefts  in  the  diftribution  of  legal  fituations.— But 
during  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Wcftmorland  an  oppofite  fyftcm 
had  been  adopted,  and  every  effort  made  to  procure  the  due  and 
impartial  adminiftration  of  jufticc. — ^Thc  ne^it  grand  point  in  Go- 
vernments conftitutcd  like  that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was, 
to  prcferve  the  independence  of  the  legiflative  Body.  This  effen- 
tial  pdrtt  was  fecured,  under  the  Adminiftration  of  Lord  Wcftmor- 
land, by  the  introduflicri  of  a  Place  Bill,  which  difqualified  per- 
fons  holding  various  offices  from  a  feat  in  Parliament ;  and  even 
in  cafes  in  which  it  did  not  difqualify,  the  acceptance  of  a  place 
vacated  the  feat,  and  the  Member  was  again  fent  back  to  his  Con-« 
flituents  to  receive  their  judgement  upon  his  conduft.  Thus,  upon 
tliis  points  the  laws  of  the  two  countries  were  put  upon  nearly  a  li- 
milar  footing.  The  next  grand  objeft  attained  in  the  period  in 
,  which  Lord  Wefhnorland  was  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  was  the  cfta- 
blifliment  of  a  refpdnfiblc  Trcafury  Board.  Formerly  tlicrc  ufed 
to  be  a  Lord  High  Treafurer  and  a  Vice-Treafurer,  both  of  whom 
had  finecure  places,  but  they  Vfcrc  now  replaced  by  an  efFeftual 
and  refponfiblc  Trcafury  Board. — The  laft  point  which  he  fhould 
allude  to  was,  the  cftablifhment  of  the  Militia,  which  had  been 
rfFcfted  with  a  degree  of  fuccefs  that  exceeded  the  moft  fariguinc 
expeAation ;  and,  notwitliffanding  very  great  obftacles,  had  pro* 
daccd  in  one  year  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men.  All  thefe  were 
Important  regulations  wliich  took  place  in  the  time  of  Lord  Weft- 
morlahd,  and  which  he  hoped  would  convince  the  Houfe  that  it  was 
the  obje6t  of  that  Adminiftration  to  reform  abufes,  and  not  to  con- 
tinue error.  Having  difcuffed  thefe  ix)ints,  the  honourable  gentleman 
rcqueftcd  leave  to  join  his  fincere  teftimorty  to  that  of  others  in  fa- 
vour of  thofe  gentlemen  under  Government  in  Ireland  who  had 
been  difmiilcd. — Having  pafTed  the  hrgheft  encomiums  upon 
their  ^condu6i,*  he  concluded  with  giving  his  vote  agaioft  the 
motion. 

Mr.  GREY  fald  It  was  not  necefTary  to  take  mudi  notice 
rfa  great  deal  that  had -been  faid  in  oppofition  to  the  motion.  It 
Was  of  little  importance  to  the  prefent  queftion,  whether  Lord 
Wcftmorland  s  Adminiftration  had  been  more  corrupt  than  preced- 
ing Adminiftratiortis,  or  had  relieved  Ireland  from  fome  of  the  abufes 
liidi  which  former  Admiriiftrations  had  loaded  it.  He  might^ 
widiout  any  prejudice  to  the  argument  in  fupporf  of  the  motion, 
aumit  every  thing  the  honourable  gentleman  had  f*iid  in  praifc  of 
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Lord  WcftmorIand*s  Adminiftration,  for  'which,  however,  the 
people  of  Ireland  had  nfade  tliis  moii  extraordinary  and  ungrateful 
return,  that,  adopting  otiier  meafures,  and  eniploying  other  xneh, 
had  rendered  the  Adminiftration  which  immediately  fucceeded,  po- 
pular beyond  all  precedent.    If  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft  but  one  had  waited  till  he  heard  the  paniegrric  on  Lord 
Wcftmorland's  Adminiftration,  he  would  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  (hewing,  and,  no  doubt,  would  have  fliewn,  that  die  Ehikc  of 
Rutland's  was  equally  pure,  and  equally  meritorious.    Mr.  Grat- 
tan's  charge  of  felling  feats  in  the  Irifh  Houfc  of  Peers  to  purchafc 
feats  in  the  Irifh  Houfc  of  Comtnons  failed,  becaufe  die  Irifh 
Hoiife  of  Commons/  who  were  the  judges,  rcfufed  to  grant  an  en- 
quiry.'   It  would  be  very  unbecoming  %o  fay,  that  the  Irifh  or  th« 
Britifli  Houfc  of  Commons,  in  agreeing  with  Miniftcrs  to  negative  , 
motions  of  enquiry,  could  ever  act  Improperly ;  and  therefore  h«  | 
jnuft  fuppofe,  that  Mr.,  Grattan's  motion,  like  fcvcral  motions 
here  by*  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  failed  for  want  | 
of  ability  on  the  part  of  Its  fupporters,  and  was  overpowered  by  j 
the  fuperior  weight  of  argument  and  ability  oppofcd  to  it.    But  h«  j 
mu'ft  lay,  riiat  Mr.  Grattan's  charge  affected  pcrfons  who  were  j 
bound  to  anfwer  by  fomething  more  than  a  vote  of  the  Houfc  of  j 
Commons  ;  and  that  In  all  fuch  cafes  there  was  a  £reat  dltfcrencc  I 
between  thofc  who  offered  proof,  pledging  their  characters  on  its  va-  , 
Iidlty,  and  thofc  who  refufed  going  into  proof.    This  advantage 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Milton)  now  poffeffcd.    He  challenged  en- 
quiry, he  appealed  to  proof,  which  thofc  to  whom  he  imputcJ  | 
blame  had  in  their  power,  and  they  flirunk  from  the  produftion  of 
it.    He  was  curious  to  hear  the  anfwer  of  Miniftcrs  to  the  chaip 
made  againft  them ;  but,  pre-dctcrmined  to  rcfufc  enquiry,  they 
had  wifely  declined  attemptijig  an  anfwer.    The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  was,  at  leaft,  as  able  in  confounding  as  m  , 
explaining.    When  he  wilhcd  to  avoid  fa£is,  which  he  had  fre- 
quent occafion  to  do,  he  entered,  into  a  magnificent  declamation 
upon  general  principles,  fometlmcs  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
fometlmes  of  the  privilege  of  Parliament,  juft  as  happened  to  fuit 
his  purpofe  for  the  moment.    The  queftion- was  not  now  about  ge- 
neral principles,  but  fimply  and  plainly  whether  fuffic&ent  ground 
was  laid  for  enquiry  into  circumftances  which  no  man  could  denf 
to  be  within  the  fcope  of  parliamentary  enquiry?  He  arfnutted  coo-  j 
currencc  of  fentiment  and  of  opinion  among  tliofe  who  were  joindf  ; 
to  condudt  the  aiiairs  of  Government,  to  be  neceffary ;  but,  after  : 
whit  the  Houfc  had  heard,  was  the  want  of  this  all  that  marked  ! 
tlie  cafe  before  them  i  U  Lord  Fitzwilliam  liad  difixnd  in  oplnisa 
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from  his  colleagues,  upon  mcafures,  however  important,  he  might 
haTc  been  removed  upon  that  difference  before  fuch  mcafures  were 
brought  forward  as  the  mcafures  of  Adminiftration,  without  afford- 
ii^  any  ground  for  enquiry.    But  here  mcafures  o^  the  utmoft  im- 
portance had  been  broughf  forward ;  the  dereli£iion  of  them  had 
been  the  caufc  of  great  difcontcnt  and  great  danger ;  and  to  afccr- 
tain  by  whofc  fault  this  danger  had  been  incurred  was  fit  matter  of 
enquiry.  The  removal  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr,  Fox),  from 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  foreign  department,  at  a  pe- 
riod when  ncgociadons  of  the  utmoft  confequence  were  depending^ 
had  been  alluded  to.    Suppofing  that  to  havjc  been  a  difference  oC 
opinion  with  refpeft  to  rcjcognizipg  the  independence  of  America, 
would  It  have  formed  ground  for  enquiry  by  Parliament  ?  Certain- 
ly not.   But  if  his  right  honourable  friend  had  offered  independence 
to  America  in  a  way  to  which  his  colleagues  in  office  refufed  to 
agree,  then  it  fhould  have  been  fit  matter  of  enquiiy  to  difcover 
by  whofc  fault  an  offer  had  been  made  which  Minifters  refufed  to 
confirm.    In  a  more  recent  inftance,  when  the  Duke  of  Leeds 
i^cnt  out  of  office,  upon  the  difputc  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia 
upon  Oclq^kow,  he  would  fuppofe,  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, wlien  bent  upon  going  to  war,  affirmed,  that  upon  Ock- 
zakow  depended  the  Commerce  of  Poland,  and  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  without  the  concurrence  of  his  col- 
leagues, had  offered  to  give  up,  viz.  the  whole  queftion  about 
Ockzakow,  which  the  Duke  of  X>ceds  had  too  much  regard  for 
his  own  honour  to  do,  and  been  difmiffed  in  confequence,  would 
nottliat  have  been  a  fit  fubjcdl  for  enquiry?  Such  muft  both  the 
cafes  have  been  to  make  them  in  any  rrfpcft  applicable  to  the  pre- 
fcnt.    If  Lord  Fitz,william  had  religned  in  confequence  of  the  dif- 
putc previous  to  his  fctting  out  for  Ireland,  there  would  have  been 
no  ground  for  enquiry  ;  but  forward,  what  was  the  cafe  ?  He  went 
to  Ireland,  he  brought  mcafures  much  defired,  and  eagerly  cxpcft- 
cd and  while  thefc  were  going  on  with  the  unanimous  approbation 
of  Parliament,  and  applaufc  of  the  whole  country,  he  was  recalled, 
and  his  mcafures  countermanded.    To  bring  forward  thofc  mca- 
fures, •  he  had  the  authority  of  Minifters  here,  or  he  had  not. 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  faid  he  had ;  the  Minifter  durft  not  contradict 
tHc  affcrtion,  but  when  challenged  to  proof,  reforted  to  general  prin- 
Qplcs  and  cvafive  cafes.    On  the  Catholic  queftion  in  Ireland,  or 
ftc  removals  from  office,  although  individuals  could  not  help  form- 
ing opinions,  and ,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  avowing  that  his  own 
agreed  with  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  Houfe  by 
ftiis  motion  was  not  called  to  fay  one  word     All  they  had  to  con- 
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end  in  difaffcflion  to  die  Britilh  GovcrntDcnt  ?'*  If  that  queftion 
muft  be  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe 
to  enquire  by  whofc  fiiult  thofc  meafures  had  been  inmxiuced,  and 
by  whofe  -fault  they  were  afterwards  retraced  ?  whether  by  the 
feult  of  Lord  Fiti^^i^liam,  which  he  di.d  not  believe,  or  bj  tht 
hull  of  Miniftcrs  ?  This  was  the  ground,  and  the  only  ground  of 
difcuffion :  it  M-a^  the  natuial  courfe  of  men,  who  had  the  proofs  in 
their  own  hands,  to  court  enquiry  v.licn  they  were  confcious  of  in- 
nocence.— However  the  Hcufe  n".ight  decide,  impartial  men  would 
form  their  own  judgement.  His  noble  friend  (Lord  Milton)  had 
put  a  home  queftion — Why  if  the  meafures  brought  forward  in 
Ireland,  if  the  reform  of  a  corrupt  fyftcm  of  Government  were 
not  intended,  were  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Ponfonby,  men  to  whom, 
with  their  connexions,  the  People  of  Ireland  had  been  nccuilorocd 
to  look  for  them,  font  ftir  to  England  ?~Was  it  expedled  diat 
fuch  men  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  back  impoftors  and  apof- 
tates  from  their  former  principles  ?  For  thefe  reafons  he  Ihould 
vote  for  the  motion,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  refill 
by  argument.  *  ' 

Mr.  Serjeant  AD  AIR  faid,  he  rofc  with  very  painful  feel- 
ings, not  wifliing  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  Member  of  the 
Houfe,  but  merely  to  ftatc  that,  in  voting  himfelf  for  the  order  of 
the  day,  he  did  not  approve  of  the  conduft  of  Minilrcrs  towards 
Xord  Fitzwilliam.  He  werit  over  the  circumiVances  which  in- 
duced him  to  think  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam  had  been  harfhly,  ^nd 
even  rigoroufly  treated.  Minifters  could  not  be  ignorant  of  d:e 
meafures  expcdled  in  Ireland  after  the  acccffion  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  to  the  Cabinet :  if  they  had  known  them  from  no  other 
quarter,  they  muft  havc'kno'.vn  ihem  from  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr. 
Ponfonby,  who  fpoke  upon  the  fuhjc6t  without  refcrve.  —  If,  in 
purfuing  new  meafures.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  not  to  employ  men 
in  whom  he  could  confide,  he  would  have  been  placed  in  a  fitua- 
tion  very  different  from  that  of  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters. He  admitted,  that  there  was  great  blame,  and  ftrong  ground 
for  cnquir\' ;  but,  before  voting  for  enquiry,  he  muft  anfwcr  to. 
his  own  confcience,  cut  bono  ?  Would  enquiry  heal  the  difcontents 
or  avert  the  dangers  in  Ireland  ?  It  would  have  a  contrary  tenden- 
cy. Knowing,  as  lie  did.  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  high  fenfe  of  ho- 
nour, he  did  not  woader  at  the  folicitude  with  which  he  courted 
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qiquiiy ;  but  what  had  already  pafled  on  the  fubje<9  was  Aifficknt 
to  fet  at  reft  the  moft  delicate  feelings. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  the  barr^nnefs  of  the  arguments  againfl 
his  motion  rendered  it  unncceffary  for  him  to  fay  much  in.  reply. 
Jn  the  place  of  arguments,  continued  he,  we  have  had  panegyrics 
r— the  panegyric  of  perfons  by  one  right  honourable  friend  of  mine, 
who  are  not  within  the  fcopc  of  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe..  In 
a  long  and  elaborate  compofition  of  another  right  honourable  and 
Jcamcd  friend  of  mine,  we  have  had  a  paneg}Tic  on  the  incorrup- 
tible nature  of  all  Iri(h  Adminiftrations,  and  ever  of  my  Lord 
Weftmorcland's ;  and,  laftly,  we  have  had  the  moft  extraordinary 
of  all  pantries — namely,  a  panegyric  by  the  Minlfter  upon  him-, 
ielf :  within  and  without  this  Houfc,  he  may  fuppofe  there' arc  few 
who  could  praife  him  fo  eloquently,  and  perhaps  fo  cordially,  and 
he  kindly '  and  difintercflcdly  takes  the  fulfome  and  lingular  talk 
upon  himfelf.  If  my  motion  goes  to  any  thing,  it  goes  perhaps 
to  place  him  as  a  delinquent ;  and  the  defence  that  delinquent  fets 
up  jn  oppofition  to  dircdt  teftimony  of  malvcrfation  is,  his  own 
good  opinion  of  his  own  virtues. — I  truftcd,  that  I  had  in  opening 
this  -debate  deprecated  the  jflalc  topics  of  prerogative  and  ftate  fc- 
mcy ;  but  in  the  fterility  of  other  refourccs,  they  arc  again  rc- 
forted  to.  State  fecrecy,  as  a  matter  of  frequent  ncceffity,  is  de- 
plored by  the  Minifter,  as  a  political  evil  attached  to  office.  It  is 
a  dreadful  calamity  indeed,  that  a  Minifter,  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
lhall  at  any  mooKnt  in  filcnce  be  able  to  find  a  complete  in- 
demnity. 

To  the  queftion  cut  bono?  Mr.  Jckyll  faid,  that  he  wduld  an- 
fwer  by  another— Was  it  of  no  confcqucnce  that  the  men,  whoever 
they  might  be,  whofe  mifcondudt  had  been  tl)e  caufc  of  fo  much, 
danger  to  the  empire,  fhould  be  dragged  forth  to  public  odium  ? 
If  fuch  was  the  opinion,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  might  refign  their 
fundiions,  and  be  content  to  rcgifier  flie  edids  of  the  Minifter. 
'  The  Houfc  divided  on  the  motion  for  the  order  of  tlic  day; 
Ayes  1 88  %  Noes  49. 

fFednefdayy  %oth  May. 

Mr.  DENT  obferved  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  frauds  and  abufes  committed  in  franking  letters  and  parcels,  had 
now  fat  for  many  days.  It  was  not  likely  that  they  fhould  be  able 
to  make  their  report  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feflfion.  He  there- 
fere  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc  a  copy  of  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  LONG  oppofed  this  motion.    The  Committee  haying 
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been  appointed  for  the  purpofc  ftatcd  in  this  motioni  if  tjicy  did  not 
report  fome  ground  why  they  did  not  do  fo,  why  after  having  faf 
about  a  mowth  they  came  to  make  this  propofal  to  lay  what  they  hac} 
ab-cady  done  upon  the  table,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  make  their  re- 
port. Wc  were  not  yet  fo  near  the  end  of  the  fcffion  as  to  make  it 
impoilible  to  proceed  farther.  On  thcfe  ^unds  he  pbjedled  to  the 
tnotion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  obieacd  alfp  to  the  motion,  on  Ac 
jground  that  in  the  evidence  rpuch  abufe  had  been  imputed  to  indi- 
viduals who  had  not  y^t  had  an  opportunity  of  faying  any  thing  ii^ 
their  own  beha]f, 

Mr.  DENT  obferved,  that  as  he  was  not  aware  that  any  objec- 
tion was  intended  to  be  oflfered  to  his  motion,  he  had  omitted  to 
urge  any  ai]guments  to  enforce  it.  He  (hould  now  beg  leave  to  af- 
iign  his  reafons  for  the  motion.  It  appeared  from  what  was  called 
the  Dead  Letter  Book,  that  there  was  loft  annually  to  the  public 
by  letters  miflaid  or  ftolen,  a  fum  no  lefs  than  4.2,oGot.  a  year. 
The  Vice-Prefidcnt  of  the  Poft-office  gave  his  evidence  as  to  the 
abufes  of  the  office,  for  which  he  was  difmiffed,  aldioi^h  he  had 
filled  that  ftation  for  upwards  of  twenty-feven  years.  Before  that 
gentleman  gaVe  his  evidence,  he  received  a  letter  fiiom  the  Poft- 
office,  ftating,  that  if  he  knew  of  any  abufes,  he  (hould  inform 
die  office  of  them  ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he.  knew  of  none 
that  were  not  as  well  known  by  thcmfelves.  He  gave  his  evidence 
before  the  Committee  and  loft  his  place.  Another  abufe  was  that  of 
keeping  back  newfpapers  by  the  clerks  of  the  road.  Thefe  clerks^ 
by  what  they  called  their  privilege,  fent  to  the  country  twenty-five 
thoufahd  newfpapers  a  night.  The  only  competitors  which  thcff 
clerks  had  in  the  circulation  of  newfpapers,  were  the  hawkers  ;  and 
it  was  a  cornmon  thing  for  the  Clerks  of  the  Road,  on  the  night 
there  was  an  important  debate  in  Parliament,  or  any  thing  that  was 
generally  intercfting  in  ncwfpnpers,  to  fend  their  own,  and  keep 
back  the  papers  fent  to  them  by  the  hawkers  ;  and  this  explain- 
ed the  myftery  of  gentlemen  not  receiving  their  papers  regularly  in 
the  country.  He  adverted  to  the  abufes  of  the  Cuftom  Houfc  and 
Excife  Office,  &c.  He  obferved,  that  by  the  evidence  which  had 
appeared  before  the  Committee,  a  prodigious  fum  of  money  had  been 
loft  in  confequencc  of  half  guineas  having  been  fent  by  fcrvant  maids 
and  indigent  people  under  the  feals  of  letters.  It  appeared  by  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Bonnor,  who  had  been  ftated  to  be  Comptroller  of 
tlie  Poft  Office,  that  he  is  now  exonerated  from  the  duty  of  his 
office  ;  that  he  attends  now  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  a  day,' 
lor  which  he  reccivcil  700I.  a  year  falarj',  which  he  certainly  con- 
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fidcrcd  as  a  finccute ;  that  Mr.  ^^almcr  had  a  fihecurc  alfo  of  3000U 
a  year.  When  Mr,  Bonnor  applied,  under  the  direvf\ion  of  tho 
Conunittee,  for  an  infpcaion  of  a  book  at  the  Port  Office,  he  waa 
rcfufcd  the  fight  of  it,  although  it  was  well  known  under  what  au- 
thority he  came,  Mr.  Dent  faid  that  Mr.  feonnor  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  very  fenlihle  man,  and  had  given  his  evidence  very  intelU- 
cibly  and  feiirly.  He  ftatcd  tlicfe  tilings  that  the  Houfe  might  havo 
tome  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  fubject.  The  reafon  why  he  wiflied 
that  this  motion  (hould  be  carried,  was,  that  the  H  jufc  fhouldhav# 
fomc  knowledge  of  what  abufes  did  exift,  in  order  that  gentlemen 
ftould  turn  the  fubjedl  in  their  minds,  before  any  parliamentary  re- 
gulation (hould  take  place.  He  thought  that  nothing  fhort  of  t 
bill  for  each  of  the  offices  would  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  had  no  ohjeftion  to  the  Report  alluded  t6 
being  laid  on  the  tabl^,  fince  time  was  to  be  allowed  for  gcntlemcil 
accufed  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  LONG,  in  order  to  obviate  the  effedl  of  the  fpcech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  wlio  fpoke  laft  on  the  piiblic  mind,  obferved, 
that  the  calculation  of  the  loffe*  at  the  rate  of  42,000!.  a  year, 
was  made  on  the  claims  made  for  lofles  within  the  laft  four  months, 
three  fourths  of  which  at  leaft  would  be  accounted  for  as  otliers 
had  been,  and  recovctcd.  Thcfe  things  arofe  from  miftakes  in 
delivery,  &c.  With  regard  to  the  general  obfervations  of  the  ho- 
nourable ga^leman,  they  did  not  belong  to  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  was  to  Inquire  into  the  abufes  of  frailking,  and  not 
to  the  general  abufes  of  the  Poft-office- 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  obferved,  that  it  ought  to  b« 
Mtplained  how  an  obftruftion  was  given  to  an  officer  of  the  Pgft- 
oiBce,  adKng  under  the  authority  of  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe, 
when  he  applied  for  an  infpeflion  of  a  book  at  the  Poft-office,  m 
order  to  obtain  information  to  be  given  to  tlut  Committee.  He 
wiihed  to  hear  fome  reafons  afligned  upon  that  fubjcd. 

Mr.  LONG  faid,  this  wag  the  firft  time  he  heard  of  this  circum- 
ftance.  He  underftc^  that  as  Mr.  Bohnor  did  not  a6l  officially  at 
the  Poft-office  at  prefcnt,  he,  according  to  his  own  account  of  him- 
fclf,  having  been  exonerated  from  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  that 
of  itfclf  was  a  circumftance  to  be  attended  to  when  the  Houfe  cara& 
to  con(ider  on  the  nature  of  his  evidence. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  obferved  that  Mr.  Bonnor  was 
Jcfufed  the  fight  of  the  book  at  the  Poft-office,  bccaufe  he  was  re- 
gsirded  there  as  having  no  right  to  the  infpeclion  of  it  any  more  than 
a  ftranger^  for  he  had  not  taken  any  a6live  part  in  the  office  for  the 
M  year.    Ho  bid  he  doubted  wliethcr  the  Deputy  Chairman  h«i4 
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of  the  evidence  he  had  given,  vi^ith  tegard  to  abufcs  at  the  Poft- 
ofEce. 

Mr.  DENT  (aid,  he  did  not  pofitlvcljr  know  that  this  gerttlc-* 
man  was  difoharged  as  Deputy  Prefidcnt,  on  account  of  the  evidence 
he  ga^c  of  abufes  at  the  Poft-officc,  but  he  uriderilood  fo*  He  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  wetc  very  much 
'  perplexed  on  account  of  the  Committee  being  an  open  Committee. 
Gentlemen  often  came  in  juft  after  a  witnefs  had  anfvrered  a  qiicftion^ 
and,  riot  being  acquainted  widi  his  previous  examination^  infifted  oil 
guing  over  the  whole  of  wh^t  he  had  to  fay  again.  This  fort  of 
pradJicc  retarded  very  much  the  progreft  of  the  Committee,  and 
might  perhaps  render  it  imjioffiblc  for  the  Ct)mmlttec  to  conclude 
their  report  at  alL  He,  therefore,  /diought  that  tlic*  Committee 
,  ought  to  be  mnde  d  cbfe  Committee,  or  that  fome  fuch  mcafurc 
fhould  be  adopted  to  give  efFed  to  the  objedt  which  the  Houfe  had 
in  view,  namely,  to  obtain  accurate  knowledge  of  the  abufes  which 
he  had  already  mentioned* 

Sir  JOHN  CALL  and  Mr.  BERNARD  faid  a  few  words. 

The  queftion  being  put,  and  only  30  Members  being  prcfcnti 
the  Houfe  adjourned  of  courfe. 

Thurjdaj^  2Xj}  May, 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  Mr.  Wilberforce's  motion  rc* 
fpeding  peace,  at  three  o'clock  the  paffage  was  crwnpletely  crowded^ 
and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  minutes  the  gallery  was  filled,  feveral 
who  had  come  from  anxiety  to  hear  the  debate,  being  excluded*^ 
but  at  four  o'clock,  there  being  only  28  Members  prefent,  the  Houfe 
of  courfe  adjourned. 


A  motion  was  made,  and  agreed  to,  ^  That  the  Houfe  at  rifing 
adjourn  to  Wedncfday  next." 

The  Speaker  ordered  two  writs  to  be  iffued  for  the  dcfliofl 
of  Burgcflcs  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  Boroigh  of  YarmouA* 
and  the  Borough  of  Agmondcfham,  m  the  room  of  Henry  Beaufbf 
and  William  Drake,  both  dcceafed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  brought  up  an  accourtt  of  the  differcfll 
fumsof  money  paid  to  the  Emperor  by  His  Majefty's  Commanders, 
with  the  dates  of  tlie  refpcdlive  payments.  Ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid  that  he  rofc  to  gire  notice  of  his 
intention  to  bring  forward  on  Wcdnefday  next  a  motion  rcfpefliU 
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peace.  As  private  buflnefs  was  now  almoft  over,  he  hoped  that  a 
fuffident  number  of  Members  would  attend  on  that  day  in  proper 
time  to  make  a  Houfc, 

Mr.  COKE  (of  Norfolk)  faid  that  he  hoped,  from  the  intimation 
,  wluch  he  had  now  given,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
himfelf  attend  in  his  place.  [This,  we  fuppofc,  alluded  to  the  ab- 
fence  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  yeftcrday,  at  the  time  when  the  Houfe 
was  counted  out.] 

Captain  BERKELEY  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  after  the 
rcccfs,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  cafily  con-, 
vising  perfons  felling  ale  without  licences.  ~ 

On  the  queftion  that  the  Datchet  Canal  bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time,  the  Houfc  divided  ; 

AyeS;  63  ;  Noes,  32. 
The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paffed. 
In  confequencc  of  a  fummons  from  the  Black  Rod,  the  Speaker 
dated  that  he  had  attended  in  the  Houfc  of  Peers,  where  the  royal 
affent  had  been  given,  by  commiffion,  to  the  Dutch  Property  bill, 
the  bill  granting  relief  to  Non-commiflioned  Officers  and  Privates 
in  the  Militia,  and  fevcral  other  public  and  private  bills. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  brought  down  a  copy  of  a  Convention 
between  His  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Emperor,  figncd  at  Vienna 
'   on  the  4th  of  May,  1795. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  it  be  printed  for  the  ufc  of 
I   the  Members,  and  taken  into  confideration  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  FOX  fuggefted  that  there  was  another  bufinefs  which  flood 
for  difcuflion  on  that  day  (the  potion  on  the  papers  relative  to  the 
conduft  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  during  their  com- 
mand in  the  Weft  Indies). 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  would  be  more* convenient 
i  for  the  Houfe,  that  the  other  bufinefs  (hould  be  poftponcd,  as  the 
difcuflion  on  die  Convention  between  His  Majcfty  and  the  Emperor 
would  require  to  be  followed  up  with  a  bill. 

In  confcquence  of  Mr.  Barham  fignifying  his  acquiefcencc,  his 
nwtion  was  poftponed  till  Tuefday,  June  2. 

Sir  CHARLES  BUNBURY  moved,  that  the  petition  prefented 
to  the  Houfc  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  market- carts  be  read  ; 
which  being  read,  he  obferved,  that  great  difcontents  had  arifen  in 
^^arious  parts  of  the  country  from  market-carts  being  obliged  to  pay 
4c  fame  duty  as  chaifes.    This  exacStion,   he  faid,  amounted  in 
to  a  prohibition,  and  was  a  grievance  that  deeply  afled^ed  tbe 
i  ^riculturc  of  the  nation.    He  wiftied  that  fome  duty  inferior  to  that 
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on  cfaaifes  Ihould  be  laid  upon  them  ;  and  moved,  that  on  Wed- 
nefday  next  the  Houfe  ihould  refolve  into  a  Committee  to  confidct 
of  the  z&h  relating  to  duties  on  two- wheel  carriages.-— Granted. 

Some  convcrfation  took  place  on  the  call  of  the  Houfe ;  Mr. 
Stanley  moved,  that,  for  the  convenience  of  Members,  it  (horid 
be  difcha^ed ;  but  Mr.  Wilbcrforcc  fuggetting  that,  as.  feveral 
Members  had  come  from  a  confidcrable  diftance  in  the  country,  if 
the  call  (hould  now  be  difcharged,  it  might  leffen  the  refpe6t  to 
calls  in  future,  the  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  it  was  underfiood 
that  the  call  ihould  take  place  on  Thurfday  next,  the  day  for  which 
it  was  appointed. 

Mr.  MARTIN  concurred  in  fentiment  with  Mr.  Wilberforcej 
that  if  calls  of  the  Houfe  were  fo  feldom  to  be  qnforced,  all  icfpsSt 
for  them  would  necefTarily  ccafe.  ' 

Mr.  PORTER  prefaced  his  motion  for  granting  an  addition  of 
pay  to  fubaltem  officers  in  the  army,  with  dating  the  difference  of 
times  when  that  pay  was  adjufted,  and  the  fubfequent  rife  in  all  the 
articles  of  life.  At  prefent,  the  pay  of  military  officers  remained 
the  fame  as  at  the  time  of  Charles  II,  He  mentioned  the  increafe 
that  had  fince  been  given  to  the  foldiers,  and  the  allowance  lately 
granted  to  officers  in  the  militia  ;  and  concluded  with  moving, 

"  That  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefentcd  to  His  Majefty,  rcqucft- 
ing  His  Majefty  to  take  into  his  gracious  confideration  the  ftatc  of 
tjie  pay  of  the  fubaltems  in  his  regtments  of  intantry  of  the  line,  and 
that  His  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  plcafcd  to  grant  them  fuch  relief 
as,  from  the  incrcafed  price  of  all  the  necelfaries  of  life  fince  the 
period  at  which  their  prefent  pay  was  originally  Bxcd,  to  His  Royal 
wifdom  (b^l  feem  meet  ^  and  that  this  Houfe  will  make -good  the 
fame." 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  objeaed  to  the  motion,  on  ac- 
count of  the  time  and  mode  in  which  it  was  brought  forward;  it 
involved  too  great  a  change  to  be  haftily  adopted,  more  particularly 
as  there  was  no  neceflity  of  the  fervicc,  which  called  for  any  fuch  aug- 
mentation as  that  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  faid, 
that  if  in  the  prefent  inftancc  the  principle  was  admitted,  it  would 
apply  to  all  offices,  civil  and  military,  and  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  know  where  to  flop, 

General  TARLETON  faid,  he  fliould  have  been  glad  to  have 
dticufled  the  queftion  then  under  confideration,  in  a  fuller  Houfe, 
and  to  have  entered  at  large  into  the  fubjeflf,  becaufe  he  thought  the 
intereft  and  welfare  of  a  rooft  valuable  and  ineiitorious  clafs  of  men 
involved  in  it,  and  the  dignity  and  juft&  of  the  nation  materially 
ijonocrned.    3ut  if  the  extraordiruiTy  h^at  of  the  weather,  or  an; 
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extxaordinary  avocation^  had  induced  the  Members  to  abfent  them- 
felvcs  fiom  their  feats,  he  (hould  content  himfelf^  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  with  compreffihg  as  much  of  the  fubje<St  as  he  was  able  in 
an  extraordinarily  fmall  compafs. 

It  wasknown  to  every  one  that  was  in  the  lead  convcrfant  with  mi- 
litary matters,  that  the  pay  of  the  fubaltcrns  of  the  army  had  not 
been  iilcreafed  fince  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second.  It  was  equally 
known  to  every  individual  whatever,  that  the  value  of  money  had 
oonfiderably  diminiihed  lince  that  period,  and  every  article  of  life 
had  materially  incrcafed  in  price.  Many  ailments  and  proofs 
muft  fuggeft  themfelves  to  the  minds  of  gcntlemen.in  fupport  of  thefe. 
declarations.  There  were  many  Members  of  that  and  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  no  doubt,  who  had  been  educated  at  Oxford 
imd  Cambridge,  and  who  had  fent  their  fons  to  the  Univerfity  for 
education  ;  and  it  muft  be  within  their  recolledion,  that  the  in- 
come allowed  had  been  incftafed  in  die  proportion  of  one-fifth  in 

i  cveiy  diirty  years.  If,  therefore,  an  incrcafed  allowance  is  requi- 
fite  for  gentlemen  in  the  courfc  of  thirty  years,  muft  it  not  be  ap- 
parent, that  in  the  lapfe  of  more  than  a  century,  an  additional  al- 

:   lo^vance  (hould  be  thought  neceflary  for  the  fubaltems  of  the  army  ? 

I   General  Tarleton  faid,  he  was  not  arguing  for  a  certain  defcription 

'  of  officers,  who  had  found  protection  under  the  prefent  Minifters  ; 
he  did  not  mean  thofe  officers  who  were  Enfigns  to-day.  Lieutenants 

I  to-morrow,  and  who  fprung  through  all  the  gradations  of  fervice  to 
a  Lieutenant-colonelcy,  like  muftirooms,  which  arrived  at  maturity 
in  a  month :  but  he  was  contending  for  that  meritorious  clafs  of  men 
who  felt  the  preffure  of  every  tax  laid  on  them  as  Britifti  fubjefts, 
fcr  a  confiderable  time  back,  and  which  had  been  impofed  during 
the  prefent  feiTion  of  Parliament  with  redoubled  weight  and  feverity. 
It  muft  be  admitted  by  every  one,  that  many  of  the  late  taxes,  and 
particularly  that  upon  Port  wine,  materially  afiedted  the  fubaltems 
of  the  line,  and  that  they  have  an  equal  claim  to  exemption  with 
any  other  clafs  of  individuals  whatever.  It  muft  likewife  ftrike 
cvcrjr  one,  who  is  not  refolved  to  be  blind  and  deaf  to  all  informa- 
tion and  knowledge,  that  if  innkeepers,  and  the  non-commiflioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  army  wanted  relief,  an  equal  affiftance 
OQg^t  to  have  been  extended  to  the  Enfigns  and  Lieutenants  of 
nuiching  regiments.  If  any  additional  ai^ument  was  wanting,  a 
bte  debate  upon  the  eftabliftiment  of  an  illuftrious  Perfonage  would 
of  itfdf  place  the  caufe  of  the  needy  fubaltem  in  the  ftrongeft  point 

I  of  view.  If  Princes  had  occafion  (and  neceflTary  occafion  there 
nughtbe)  for  additional  allowances  in  the  courfe  of  every  fifty  years 
—if  Princes,  he  faid,  had  this  juft  title  to  the  public  favour  n 
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vrhom  no  taxes  were  levied,  had  not'the  fubaltems  of  the  line  a  juft 
right  to  the  attention  and  generofity  of  the  Public  ?  Or  can  it  be 
jnaintained>  that  the  fuffcring  Clergy  of  France  ought  to  rccdvc 
98,0001.  a  year  from  this  country,  and  that  the  boon  required  for 
the  fubalterns  of  the  line,  which  his  honourable  friend  had  calcu- 
lated at  6o,oool.  only,  (hould  be  withheld  by  the  voice  of  Parlia- 
ment ? 

The  General  then  proceeded  to  ftatc  the  deficiency  of  fubaltems 
in  the  line.  He  remarked,  that  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  that  deficiency  was  notorious  and  lamentable,  and  called 
upon  all  officers  who  had  been  employed  in  that  fcrvicc,  to  bear 
teftimony  to  his  affcrtion.  In  this  war,  the  ferviee  has  been  ex-- 
pofed  to  the  fame  inconvenience  and  the  fame  difadvantage.  On  a 
former  occalion,  when  the  allowance  to  militia  officers  was  under 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  called  upon  the  Secretary  at 
War  to  declare,  from  his  official  documents,  if  the  deficiency  of 
fubaltems  was  not  greater  in  the  regiments  of  infantry  than  in  the 
corps  of  militia  ?  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  maintained  a 
moft  difcreet  iilence.  He  now  repeated  that  diallengc ;  and  he 
expedled  noanfwcrbut  what  the  old  adage  fu^efted,  "  thatfilence 
gives  confent."  If,  therefore,  this  deficiency  was  greiit,  and  this 
inconvenience  was  of  a  growing  nature,  muft  it  not  be  obvious  to 
the  Houfe,  that  the  evil  complained  of  m(ift  become  daily  more  and 
more  prejudicial  and  deftruftive  to  the  public  fervice  ? 

The  General  then  (hortly  recapitulated  and  enforced  fomc  of  his 
former  arguments  ;  and  ftrongly  contended,  that  ^c  additional 
allowance  to  fubaltems  (hould  be  conceded  with  a  good  grace, 
bccaufe  their  claim  was  founded  in  juftice,  and  could  not  long  be 
refilled.  He  then  continued,  "  I  will  keep  my  promife  to  die 
Houfe,  though  it  is  difficult  to  fet  bounds  to  my  exprcffions  or  my 
good  wiflies,  touching  the  honourable  clafs  of  men  of  whom  I  have 
been  fpcaking.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  reafons  calmly 
and  coolly  upon  the  fubjedl.  Like  one  who  enjoys  a  cool  military 
ftation  at  the  Horfe  Guards,  where  no, danger  intervenes,  and 
where  there  is  equal  protection  againft  vertical  heat,  and  from  even 
other  inclemency  of  the  weather, 

"  He  jells  at  fears  that  never  felt  a  wound." 

Sir,  I  can  give  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  information 
with  refpeft  to  the  duties  and  value  of  a  Britifti  fubaltern,  which  he 
cannot  derive  from  his  clerks  or  coUedt  at  his  bureau.  It  is  equally 
the  pride  and  the  profeffion  of  a  Britifli  fubaltern,  to  fcrve  his  coun- 
try from  the  Poles  to  tlic  tonid  Zone.    He  is  crammed  into  fclps 
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Kkc  a  negro,  though  he  is  not  provided  ^  itli  an  African  conftitution. 
He  is  cxpofcd  to  heats  and  colds,  and  every  viciflitude  of  weather  ; 
he  is  fubjcfted  to  the  peftilential  vapours  which  teem  from  the  earth 
and  atmofphere  in  die  corrupted  climates  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies  :  he  fets  the  example  of  patience,  when  famine  pinches  the 
fuffcring  battalions.  The  fearc  his  hardfhips  !— What  arc  his  la- 
bours r — He  ftands  in  the  front  of  the  camp  during  the  night ;  he 
leads  the  battle  during  the  day.  He  is  foremoft  on  patroles  and 
picquets  ;  he  condu6!s  forlorn  hopes  to  vidory  or  to  death  :  he  adds 
laurels  to  the  brow  s  of  the  mod  renowned  Commanders,  and  fomc- 
times  plants  them  where  they  Would  not.othcrwife  have  growth. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  advert  to  the  employment  and  lituation  of  the 
fubaltcrns  of  the  militia.  I  mean  no  invidious  comparifon  ;  for  I 
profefs  that  I  have  for  the  militia  the  hij;hcft  refpeft  and  veneration, 
becaufe  I  confider  them  as  the  conftitutional  guardians  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  it  cannot  be  deemed  improper  and  difrefpeflful,  in  this 
point  of  view,  to  advert  to  the  duties  and  labours  which,  from  the 
different  nature  of  the  fervicc,  they  arc  deftined  to  perform.  It  is 
their  lot  to  encounter  dufty  marches  from  Hounflow  to  Windfor,  or 
to  the  different  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis— To  en- 
dure warm  dances  with  the  matchlefs  beauties  of  Britain — to  pa(s 
the  night  in  merriment  and  revelry — to  reftorc  exhanfted  nature  on 
beds  of  thrice-driven  down — to  enjoy  the  fummer  months  on  elevated 
and  well'feleSed  encampments,  pitched  in  the  cooleft  and  moft  fa- 
lubrious  fituations  in  the  kingdom  ;  to  (hcathe  the  exercifing  fword 
on  the  approach  of  winter,  and  find  quarters  provided  for  them  in 
the  gayeft  and  moft  commodious  towns  and  cities  in  England.  Now, 
Sir,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  this  Hpufe,  which  has  voted  rewards 
this  very  year  to  thefe  gentlemen,  to  tempt  them  to  endure  the  fa- 
tigues of  warfare,  and  to  relifh  the  hardfliips  of  fervice,  can  refufc 
fuch  a  trifling  remuneration  as  is  now  propofed  to  fuch  an  ufeful 
and  valuable  body  of  men  as  the  fubaltcrns  of  infantry  r  Gracious 
God  !  Sir,  is  it  poffible  that  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  can  fofter 
and  protedl  its  domeftic  troops,  and  rejcdt  a  confolation  fo  neceffary 
for  men  who  expofe  their  lives  to  every  peril  and  viciffitude  of  cli- 
mate— who  fight  the  battles  of  their  country  over  the  furface  of  the 
habitable  globc~who  have  extended  the  empire  of  Great  Britain— 
and  who,  at  this  jundlure,  defend  its  dominion  and  its  commerce ! 

General  SMITH,  and  Mr.  M.  ROBINSON,  likewife  fup- 
portcd  the  motion,  on  the  grounds  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay  to 
fupply  the  neceffaries  and  comforts  of  life,  which  a  gentleman  had 
a  right  to  expc6^. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  oppofed  it,  adopting  the  idea  of  Mr. 
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the  Houfc  (hould  be  careful  of  cftablilhing  precedents  for  inaneafing 
the  expences  of  the  country. 

The  Houfc  divided  on  the  liiotiorl ; 

Ayes,  7  ;    Noes,  37 — Majority  agarnft  the  motioni  30. 

On  the  queflion  being  pUt,  that  the  other  orders  of  the  dsly  be 
now  read,"  Mr.  Martin  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  counted,  when 
there  not  being  forty  Members  pitfent,  an  gdjoumment  took  place 
of  courfe. 

Wedntjdiy^  2'}th  May. 

A  co|)y  was  ordered  to  be  bid  before  the  Houfe  of  ait  siffidavit 
made  by  General  Myers,  relative  to  the  aflairs  of  the  Weft  Indies^ 
and  tranfmitted  to  otie  of  His  MajeAy's  Secretaries  of  State. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began,  by  obfcrving,  that  the  fubjcft 
which  he  was  about  to  bring  before  die  Houfe,  was  one  which  he 
could  alTure  them  he  had  deeply  confidered,.  (as  it  became  eveiy  one 
to  do,  who  took  fo  forward  a  part ;)  that  he  had  revolved  it  again  and 
again,  and  that  he  had  even  been  fomewhat  confirmed  in  his  opinion 
upon  it,  by  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  evidently  the  general  fenti* 
tncnt  of  the  Public  :  '  for  there  had  certainly  prevailed  an  opiiuoH 
almoft  every  where  of  late,  that  Minifters  were  either  a£hially  nc* 
gociating  a  peace,  or  at  leaft  were  purpofing  to  negociate;  and  the 
ground  on  which  many,  the  greateft  friends  to  Government,  had^ 
in  various  letters,  advifed  him  to  decline  his  motion,  had  been,  that 
he  was  doing  that  which,  if  Government  were  left  undiflurbed,  would 
foon,  by  their  own  fteps  towards  a  peace,  be  rendered  unneceflaiy. 
This  expefiation  of  peace  had  arifen,  as  he  inlifted,  not  from  any 
terms  in  the  refolutions  of  Adminiihation,  or  in  their  language  in 
the  Houfc,  for  in  thefe  they  had  plainly  intimated  diat  they  had  no 
thought  of  making  peace  with  France  at  prefent,  but  ftom  the  ge- 
neral poilure  of  af^irs,  which  had  naturally  led  men  to  imagine 
that  this  was  a  time  when  pacific  meafures  might  be  taken.  Much 
joy  had  been  infufed  into  the  public  mind  in  confequenoe ;  and  it 
might  certainly  therefore,  become  Adminiftration  to  fliew  why,  at 
fuch  a  period  as  this,  they  (hould  not  treat.  He  thought  it  a  very 
important  duty  in  every  war,  not  only  to  take  care  that  in  the  com^ 
mencement  it  was  jull  and  neceifary,  but  to  look  out  alfo  from  time 
to  time,  for  every  opening  which  might  be  given  for  the  conclufioD' 
of  it ;  to  fee  whether  the  original  motives  for  it  continued — ^whether 
our  own  country,  whether  that  of  the  enemy,  whether  the  ftatc  of 
odier  powers,  and  the  general  circumftances  of  the  times,  made  it 
needful  Hill  to  purfue  the  path  wc  were  treading.    He  had  done  fo 
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in  his  own  mind  in  this  cafe»  and  he  would  now  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
that  train  of  reafoning,  which  in  confequence  of  his  doing  fo,  he 
had  naturally  been  led  into  in  his  clofet.  The  general  fubje<^  of  the 
cSeSt  of  the  war  on  our  fininces>  population,  and  commerce,  had 
been  fo  lately  difcuflfed,  that  he  (hould  dwell  little  on  thofe  points ; 
jic  would  only  obferve,  that  there  feemed  to  have  been  a  miftake  in 
taking  fuch  predit  as  had  been  done  for  the  prefent  magnitude  of  our 
export  of  manufadhires  when,  that  very  export  was  probably  to  be 
;ifcribed  in  part  to  the  war  itfelf ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  quoted  an  ob- 
lervation  from  an  author  on  the  wealth  of  nations,  noticing  the  mif- 
take which  had  arifcn  in  a  former  war  on  this  point.  He  fpokc  next 
of  the  navy ;  which  though  certainly  at  prefent  much  fuperior  on  the 
whole  (though  likely  to  be  lefs  fo  iince  the  treaty  by  which  a  Dutch 
iorcc  was  to  be  added  to  that  of  France)  was  certainly  not  to  be  de- 
pended on  as  always  fuperior  in  every  part:  the  French,  by  leaving 
^mfclves  quite  weak,  cither  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  or  elfe  by  being  weak  at  home,  might  contrive  to  be  fupe- 
riour,  if  they  pleafcd,  at  leaft  for  a  timp,  in  one  if  not  in  two  of 
tho(e  important  ftations,  and  as  they  had  no  commerce  to  defend, 
they  mighty  without  much  facrifice  of  intereft,  ftrike  even  with  their 
fleet  a  temporary  ftroke.  When  the  extent  of  our  territories  alfo 
was  coafidered,  which  it  belonged  to  our  fleet  to  defend,  it  certainly 
feemed  to  be  too  much  to  fay  that  in  this  refped  we  ihould  be  harm-r 
lt&  and  untouched*  He  next  adverted  to  the  general  (bte  of  tfie 
allied  powers ;  and  particularly  dwelt  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Empe-^ 
rcMr's  late  refcript,  in  which  he  tells  the  Gernun  powers  that  he  is 
ready  to  make  peace  with  France ;  a  refcript  which  he  (Mr.  Wil- 
berforce)  underftcxxi  the  Emperor  iigned  on  the  fame  day  on  which 
he  (igned  the  treaty  with  this  country  for  a  loan  for  cvrying  on  die 
war.  He  had  heard  it  faid  abroad,  that  this  refcript  was  only  in* 
tended  to  amufe  the  German  powers ;  and  that  the  Emperor  was 
not  iincere  in  it,  but  wiftied  rather  thereby  to  prevent  a  peace ;  a 
fuppofition  which  he  would  not  fo  calumniate  his  Imperial  Majefiy 
as  to  allow  himfelf  for  one  moment  to  make.  What !  could  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  wlien  the  Emperor  faid,  as  he  did,  [Mr.  Wilberforce 
here  read  the  words  of  the  refcript]  that  he  was  ready  to  enter  into 
ncgociation,"  that  he  meant  in  reality  to  avoid  a  ncgociation  ?  when 
he  (aid  chat  be  would  confult  the  general  interefts  of  the  Empire,** 
that  he  meant  not  to  confult  their  intereft  ?  and  when  he  fpoke  of 
permanent  and  fecure  peace  with  die  Fsench  Republic,"  and 
of  his  endeavouring  to  accompliih  fo  defirable  an  end,'*  was  it 
to  be  fuppofed  that  he  thought  a  fecure  peace  impoffible  or  undefir* 
aUe?  qr,  that  he  thoiight  the  French  Republic  ought  not  to  be  ae« 
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knowledgcd  r  If .  fuch  were  the  Emperor's  meaning,  no  language 
could  be  ftrong  enough  for  him  to  ufe  in  reprobating  fuch  deceit.— 
But  bcfides,  if  this  were  the  mode  of  doing  away  the  meanii^of  t}ic 
refcripf,  and  we  were  to  tru'iT:  the  Emperor's  difpofition  to  go  on 
with  the  war  on  fuch  ground,  v/e  were  to  truft  him  on  the  very  ground 
•  of  his  being  unworthy  of  truft ;  on  the  ground  of  his  refcript  bcinj 
an  aft  of  duplicity  to  the  States  of  Germany ;  and  on  this  ground 
we  were  to  prefumc  on  his  being  faithful  towards  us ;  and  all  this  at 
the  very  time  when  we  refufe  to  make  peace  with  France  bccaufc 
Ihe  would  be  regardlefs  of  her  treaties,  "  being  incapable  of  main- 
taining the  accuftomcd  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  na- 
tions."   But  even  if  the  words  of  the  refcript  ihould  be  explained 
away,  the  profeffed  objed  of  the  Emperor  was,  to  arrcfl  a  treaty 
which  was  commencing  without  him,  by  faying,  that  he  was  willing 
aifo  to  treat:  the  Emperor  therefore  declared  in  fubftance,  that  he 
thought  France  might  be  treated  with.    On  every  ground,  then,  he 
muft  fuppofe  that  the  Emperor  thought  thus,  and  was  finccre. — 
What  then  was  the  ftate  of  the  confederacy  r   Our  allies  were  va- 
nifhing  away  very  faft.    Whether  the  Emperor  figned  the  refcript 
in  his  quality  of  head  of  the  Empire  only,  or  in  that  of  King  of 
Hungary,  &c.  alfo,  he  did  not  exaclly  know,  but  at  any  rate,  he 
wzs  not  two  feparate  men  ;  and  if  peace  was  defirable  for  the  Ger- 
man Empire,  any  one  who  caft  his  eye  on  the  map,  muft  fee  that  it 
muft  on  the  fame  ground  be  de(irable  for  the  other  poffellions  of  the 
Emperor  alfo.    The  aid  of  Germany,  and  even  of  a  quintuple 
contingent,  had  been  ftated  by  many  declarations  of  this  very  Emr 
pcror  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  general  fuccefs  of  the  war ; 
and  now  if  Germany  foils  him,  Pruflia  alfo  having  withdrawn,  his 
own  territority  being  reduced,   and  his  army  being  (hut  out  from 
crofling  the  Rhine,  how  could  it  be  hoped  that  he  would  make  for- 
<hcr  head  againft  the  French  r  As  to  Spain,  flie  like  wife  was  reported 
to  be  negociating,  and  her  known  weaknefs  was  one  ground  of  the 
report.    From  Sardinia  little  was  to  be  expeded.    An  alliance,  in- 
deed, with  Ruflia  was  fpoken  of,  and  certainly  he  felt  difpofed  to 
commend  and  not  to  blame  the  endeavours  of  Government  to  infe- 
rcft  her  in  the'  war ;  provided,  however,  we  (hould  not  thereby 
draw  down  upon  us  more  enemies  than  would  be  compenfatcd  for 
by  her  afliftance.    Mr.  Wilberforcc  added,  thit  even  though  his 
underftanding  ftiould  didlate  a  policy  of  this  fort,  ftill  his  fecilings 
would  follow  very  flowly,  for  he  fliould  find  it  very  hard  indeed 
to  bring  himfclf  to  wifti  fuccefs  to  fuch  a  power  as  Ruflia  had  fhcwn 
hcrfelf  to  be.    Having  dcfcribed  the  ftate  of  the  allies,  Mr.  Wllr 
bcrforcc  next  adverted  to  tliat  of  France  ^  and  here,  he  faid|  that 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


A.  179^.  ^     f)  E  B  A  T  fe  S.  .393 

fomc  new  confidcrations  came  in,  which  the  Houfe  had  never  had 
the  full  opportunity  of  deliberating  upon  before.    Firft,  that  flie 
had  quieted  thofe  great  internal  infurrciSions,  which  had  occupied 
fome  very  confiderable  armies  during  all  the  preceding  periods  »of 
the  war.    Not  only  the  allies  were  leflcned  in  numbers*  and  in 
force ;  not  only  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  withdrawn,  and  the  Empire 
feemed  likely  to  follow  his  example ;  not  only  the  Britifh  troops  (a 
circumftancc  which  ought  alfo  to  be  confidered)  were  removed  from  • 
the  continent,  while  the  line  of  frontier,  both  by  the  capture  of 
Holland  and  the  peace  with  Pruflip,  was  alfo  exceedingly  narrow- 
ed ;  but,  on  the  other  hand  alfo,  by  the  quieting  of  thcic  infurrcc- 
tions,  there  was  a  large  acceflion  of  difpofoble  force  gained  to  tlic 
French,  which  they  might  bring  at  once»  to  bear  on  any  new  point. 
The  advantage  to  the  French  by  the  above-mentioned  defection  of 
I    our  allies,  and  the  acccfiion  to  their  own  ftrength,  he  computed  at 
>    between  2  and  300,000  men.    Next,  as  to  the  French  rcfourccs. 
Their  pa |)er- money,  as  he  undcrftood,  was  much  dcpreci.iteJ,  and 
had  fallen  llill  more  very  latclv  ;  neverthelefs,  every  thing  went  on 
i     as  before.     In  America  paper- money  had  been  deprccinrcd  during 
the  war  far  below  the  prcfent  depreciation  in  France,  and  yet  new 
I    refources  had  after  this  been  opened  ;  and  the  fallacy  of  fuppofmg 
1    that  a  nation's  pecuniary  means  muft  end  with  its  paper  credit,  had 
I    been  evinced.    InpointoffubfiOence,  Mr.  Wilber force  ftatcd,  that 
I    he  had  received  information  from  various  quarters,  and  from  fomc 
I    pcrfons  who  had  arrived  from  France  within  thefe  2  or  3  days,  that 
I    generally  fpeaking  they  wxre  in  no  fort  of  diilrtfs;  that  in  Paris  in- 
deed bread  had  been  fcarce,  but  it  was  now  grown  lefs  fo  than  be- 
fore ;  and  in  many  parts,  he  believed  he  might  fay  in  moft,  provi- 
fions  were  at  this  time,  cheaper  in  France  than  in  England.  But 
when  it  was  confidered,  moreover,  that  peace  was  now  made  be- 
tween France  and  Pruflia,  and  that  a  new  market  for  grain  was 
thus  opened,  and  even  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  (if  v.'liat  report  laid 
was  true,)  had  fhewn  himfelf  difpofed      rcfufe  com  to  England, 
until  he  had  fupplied  the  French  ncccfiities  (not  to  mention  the  like 
aids  to  be  got  from  other  new  allies,)  furcly  the  want  of  food  would 
not  be  urged  as  a  reafonablc  ground  for  fuppofing  that  France  would 
'    be  exhaufted  ;  befides  which,  it  (hould  be  confidered,  that  the  time 
of  harveft  was  now  nearly  approaehing.    Such  then  were  the  cir- 
cumitanccs  of  our  enemies  in  point  of  the  great  article  of  provifions ; 
next,  what  were  their  tempers  and  difpofltions?  In  the  armies 
flicre  had  been  no  fign  whatever  of  difaffaSion.    A  general  fatis-  • 
fedion  prevailed  in  the  country,  as  was  natural  to  expert,  on  ac- 
I    count  of  the  termination  of  the  troubles  of  La  VcndcftcanCofiO^e 
1       VoL.XLI.  <jE 
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Chouans  ;  and  fomc  hope  of  peace  was  excited  by  the  treaties  already 
made,  or  entered  into  ;  and  whatever  partial  or  temporary  tumult* 

^  might  arife  in  Paris,  the  idea  of  a  general  rifing  in  the  country 
was  laid  afleep,  and  fccmed  now  to  be  over.  The  general  circum- 
ftinces  of  the  war  alfo  tended  to  make  them  think  their  troubles 
nearly  come  to  an  end,  for  peace  feemed  to  them  (as  it  did  to  the 
people  of  this  country)  not  far  diftant,  and  any  evils  which  might 
arife  were  likely  therefore  to  be  fubmittcd  to,  under  the  idea  of  thcic 
being  temporary.  The  condudt  of  foreign  nations  to  them  tended 
alfo  to  confirm  this  fentiment.^  The  Duke  of  Tufcany's  treaty 
with  them  was  a  fmall  matter,  when  confidercd  ih  the  light  of  an 
additional  ftrength  gained,  but  it  was  very  important  in  another  view, 
namely,  as  a  fyraptom  of  the  fort  of  confidence  vAAch  foreigners 
now  placed  in  them.  Here  was ^  (hrewd  Italian  Prince,  whofome 
time  ago  thought  himfclf  fafer  under  the  wings  of  the  confederacy, 
but  who  now  tliought  it  was  time  to  commit  himfelf  rather  to  the 
proteflion  of  France.  The  French  peace  with  Prufila,  and  Swc- 
den's  recognition  of  the  French  Republic,  tended  in  like  manner  to 
incrcafe  their  ftrength,  by  fuftaining  their  reputation  in  Eurt^. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  here  adverted  to  a  new  event  in  France,  whkh 
he  faid  he  had  heard  of  fince  he  came  into  the  Houfe.  He  meant 
the  commotions  recently  excited  in  Paris  (which  appeared  in  the 
newfpapers  of  that  day).  This,  he  faid,  was  a  kind  of  event 
which  he  was  not  particularly  furprifed  at,  and  which,  if  any  body 
meant  to  make  it  an  argument  againft  a  motion  for  peace,  he  fliould 
wi{h  to  cxprcfs  his  opinion  againft  fuch  an  ufc  of  it  very  ftrongly 
indeed.  We  muft  not  (faid  he)  allow  the  happinefs  of  the  fcoflt 
of  England  to  be  the  fport  and  play  of  thefo  fucccflive  events.  He 
had  obferved,  on  many  occafions,  a  difpofition  in  the  Houfe,  as 
well  as  in  fome  people  without  doors,  to  be  on  the  watch,  as  it 
were,  for  fomc  new  event,  and  to  reft  almoft  the  whole  ground  of 
going  on  with  the  war  on  fomething  future,  which  they  could  not 
define;  and  which  tliey  had  waited  for  month  after  month,  and 
year  after  year.  Every  little  incident  was  magnified  by  perfons  of 
this  dcfcription,  and  was  turned  into  an  argument  againft  making 
peace.    He  knew  not  how  he  could  better  enforce  the  mifchief  of 

'  adding,  in  fo  momentous  a  queftion,  as  that  of  war  and  peace  on 
thefe  tranfient  and  flight  grounds,  than  by  putting  the  Houfe  in 
mind  of  what  would  be  the  confequencc,  if  France  were  to  aft  on 
her  fide  in  the  fame  manner.  What  if  her  government  wcjc  to 
uigc  the  high  price  of  provifions  (which  as  he  had  ftated,  were  in 
general  higher  here  than  in  France),  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  uigcA 
it,  namely,  as^a  proof  that  wc  were  juft  c^Jl^c^rf^^JJg^  ito 
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.  vaft  bounties  given  to  man  our  navy,  or  to  incrcafc  our  army,,  and 
die  feveral  new  efForts  made  in  thofc  rcfpeds,  fliould  there  be  urged  ; 
and  what  if  the  rifings  which  had  taken  place  in  this  country,  which 
in  one  inftance  had  fecmed  for  a  fliort  time  rather  formidable,  (hould 
be  magnified ;  the  account  of  them  being  conveyed  by  perfons  the 
Icaft  favourable  to  our  Government  r  Would  not  in  fuch  cafe  a  very 
erroneous  judgment  be  formed  in  France  concerning  our  refourccs, 
and  concerning  the  probable  period  of  our  terminating  the  war,  if 
thcfc  alone  were  the  grounds  on  which  the  French '  Government 
(hould  argue  on  the  fubjeft.  This  rcfleSion,  then,  fhould  teach 
us  caution  on  our  part :  it  (hould  teach  us  to  look  out  for  fome  fu- 
ture footing ;  not  taking  up  any  light  circumftance,  which  made 
little  or  nothing  to  the  general  ai^gument,  and  on  which  a  mind  that 
was  able  to  furvey  the  whole  of  the  fubje£l  ought  not  to  reft.  As 
to  the  probable  confequenccs  of  purfuing  the  war,  Mr.  Wilberforcc 
declared,  that  he  confidered  them  as  in  their  nature  in  a  great  mea- 
furc  uncertain.  We  had  very  extended  foreign  territories,  and  they 
the  contrary.  With  refpcft  to  the  Welt  Indies,  he  believed  every 
Weft  Indian  would  reply,  if  he  were  afked,  that  peace  on  their  ac-, 
count  wasdefirable ;  and  if  it  (hould  continue  the  polic}'  of  the  French 
(as  it  had  hitherto  been),  rather  to  ruin  us,  than  alTift  themfelves,  ^ 
it  was  obvious  that  accefflon  of  territory  in  St.  Domingo  was  hardly 
tobe'defircd.  There  were  400,000  (laves  ia  that  Colony,  many 
of  whom  had  been  in  actual  rebellion,  and  others  bad  had  great 

,  conccfTions  made  to  them  ;  fo  that  the  reduction  of  that  ifland  into 
an  EngHfh  colony  was  in  hrs  mind  fnr  from  defirable. — As  to'Gua- 
daloupe,  it  (hould  be  remembered  what  venom  had  been  fpread  there 
alfo,  where  a  Britifh  fort  had  been  taken  by  Blacks  armed  againft 
ns.  Government  themfelves  alfo  had  admitted  that  it  was  not  in 
ftc  power  of  any  naval  force  efFcdtually  to  fecurc  our  Weft- India 
poffdTions.  Mucft  therefore,  was  to  be  loft  by  waf-,  but  little  was 
to  be  gained  In  that  quarter.  In  the  Eaft  Indies,  wc  were  more 
out  of  the  reach  of  thfe' enemy  ;  yet  the  recent  French  treaty  with 
Holland  affe^ed  in  foinc  mcafure  our  interefts  in  that  quarter,  and 
Indian  Princes,  as  experience  has  always  (hewn,  are  apt  to  take 
occafion  of  making  war  ^hcn  they  knew  us  to  be  involved  in  hoih"- 
lities  in  Europe. — The  French,  though  they  fliould  give  them  little 
help,  might  at  leaff  give  them  promifes  of  it,  and  might  p<ifllbly 
Wow  up  a  fbme ;  fo  that  there  alfo  we  had  much  to  lofe,  and  little, 
at  nfiier  nothing  to  acquire.  There  was  another  quarter,  he  meant 
Irdand,  on  the  fubjeft  of  which  it  would  be  better  to  hint,  than 
to  fiiy  much.  It  had  been  exprefsly  advifed  the  Catholics  to  pufti 
fhcir  chfms  rather  in  a  time  of  peace  than  of  wlr-  Digllc^MSdlSgle 


396  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179J, 


or  all  of  our  allies  (hould  fail  us,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  t  magi  nation 
of  the  Houfe  to  fupport  the  ground  for  making  peace  that  arofe  on 
this  quarter.    Laftly  then,  as  to  the  probable  efFcdts  of  war  on  this 
co'jntrr^  heretofore,  indeed,  it  might  juftly  be  faid  to  bccaiTicdon 
in  order  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  French  principles  ;  but  now  he 
believed  there  was  much  more  danger  of  their  being  ftrcngthcned 
by  a  general  difccntcnt  ariling  from  the  continuance  pf  tlie  war, 
and  from  the  confcquences  of  its  continuance,  than  from  any  im- 
jJbrtation  of  the  principles  themfelves  from  France  ;  for  the  nature 
of  them  had  now  been  feen  through  ;  the  fpirit  oi  jacobinifm  and 
fraternization  had  fubfided,  even  in  that  country,  anil  a  gradual 
change  in  this  rcfpecl  had  taken  place.    Air  r^icr  had  cS^A  of  tlie 
war  in  this  country  was,  the  drawing  off  u»  1 (  a  i^art  of  the  peo- 
ple to  a  militir}'  life.    Government,  lad:. icfervcd  praifc,  and 
not  blame,  in  his  opinion,  fnr  :ii.s  rnca'j:u,  fo  long  as  the  war 
exiftcd:  ftill,  hcwK^'fT,  ii  Wi^s  i  vjry  faious  evil,  tcndii^  to  hurt 
CiTemially  the  m  irx^  of  the  peopL:,  tc.  d  :t2ch  them  fronrr  the  habits 
of  civil  life ;  and  though  no  pvefent  conicquences  rnight  be  fcJt, 
yet  very  rnaterial  ones  might,  at  fon  e  diilanoe  of  time,  perhaps 
follow*    Mr.  WilDcrforcc  here  took  occalion  to  introduce  a  remark 
refpcfting  the  effedl  of  our  perfeveiiiig  in  the  war,  on  the  minds  of 
tlic  people  of  America.    On  fhe  a:j:iv'al  of  the  news  of  the  capture 
of  Holland,  in  the  capital  of  America,  he  had  read  in  an  Anjeriran 
paper,  that  great  paffions  of  joy  were  manifefted,  and  that  not  only 
by  individuals,  but  the  city  guns  were  fired,  and  the  city  bells  were 
rung.    If,  therefore,  we  flioulti  appear  to  tliem  to  pufh  the  war  to 
a  moft  extreme  and  unreafonablc  length,  might  it  not  be  fuppofcd^ 
that  fome  jealoufy  would  be  excited  on  that  Continent,  either  throiig^. 
the  idea  of  our  wanting  to  poflefs  ourfclvesof  the  whole  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  (a  fwppofition  which  he  believed  thw  had  alre^tdy  nwdc)  or 
of  our  having  a  rooted  enmity  to  all  Republican  Governments  ^ 
neither  of  which  could  be  very  pk^afing  cir<;umftances  to  their  minds. 
As  to  the  effcdts  of  the  continuance  of  .the  war  on  France,  Mr.Wil- 
berforce  declared  himl'clf  very  ftrr^ngly  perfuadcd  that  the  war  tendcdi 
iinder  the  prcfcnt  circumftanccs,  rather  to  prevent  a  counter-rcvo* 
lution  than  to  forward  one.    Suppofc  the  pioft  fuccefsful  events  of 
war  to  happen:  fuppofe ,Auftria  to  penetrate  into  France:  fuppofc 
aifo,  fortie  new  Ruffian  allies,  frefh  from  the  capture  of  Poland, 
to  be  unitc4  with  them,  and  to  march  iqto  that  country would  not 
the  people  of  France  unite  more  than  ever  againft  thofe  frclb  Wr 
yadcrs,  forget  their  interna.1  animofities^  and  be  again  comprcffcd 
into  refif^ance  ?  Or,  fuppofe  thefe  animolities  to  continue,  vfc  had 
fcci^  already  that  Franoe,  though  weak  and  difturbccmn  hctccntcr^ 
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might  (fill  be  terrible  in  her  extremities.  An  idea,  he  faid,  had 
prevailed^  that,  if  peace  (hould  be  made  with  one  party  in  France, 
and  that  party  (hould  be  difpoffcffed,  the  fuccoeding  one  would,  of 
courfe,  not  abide  by  it.  This  fuppofition  feemed  to  him  extremely 
falfc.  If  the  people  were  for  peace  (which  they  moft  certainly  and 
aimoft  univerfally  were)  every  new  party  would  court  the  popular 
favour  by  the  prcfervation  of  peace,  and  not  by  the  breach  of  it. 
The  party  now  in  power  was  that  which  was  peculiarly  favourable 
to  peace,  more  fo  probably  than  any  which  could  be  fuppofed  to 
fuccccd  them.  Mr.  Wilberforce  having  fpokcn  of  the  confequenccs 
of  purfuing  the  war,  next  turned  to  thofc  which  might  be  expeded 
from  making  peace«  He  faid,  that  wherever  we  turned  our  view, 
the  moft  evident  advantages  feemed  likely  to  refult  from  it.  Indie 
Weft,  in  the  Eaft,  in  Ireland,  and  at  home,  much  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  it.  He  particularly  noticed,  that  our  markets,  which 
the  prolongation  of  the  war  might  deprive  us  of,  remained  ftill  opau 
If  then  peace  was  fo  defirablc,  what  obftruded  it  ?  Would  not  the 
people  of  this  country  be  perfuadcd  to  agree  to.  it?  If  they  fbould 
fee  Government  treating  for  peace,  did  the  Houfe  think  the  nation 
would  feci  difappointed  P  He  had  already  noticed  their  wi(hes  on 
the.fubjc6^.  Were  the  allies  unwilling?  The  chief  doubt  was, 
whether  if  we  purfued  the  war,  and  even  paid  them  for  it,  they 
would  continue  to  join  us.  Were  the  FrerKh  unwilling?  Ecither 
the  French  people  or  the  French  Government?  He  was  firmly  per- 
fuaded,  that  if  any  fuch  pacific  language  was  held  out,  as  that 
which  his  motion  conveyed,  means  would  be  taken  to  try  by  fome 
neutral  powers  the  eife^  of  a  negociation.  There  had  been  in 
Fcance  a  growing  fpirit  of  iTK)deration.  In  Bourdcaux,  Britifti 
prcqperty  to  a  great  amount  had  lately  been  fuifered  to  be  taken  away, 
though  known  to  be  Britifli,  and  that  part  of  it  which  the  Conven- 
tion had  taken  for  its  own  ufe  had  been  reilored  in  value,  upon  an 
appraifement  made  by  the  brokers  ufually  employed  by  the  merchants. 
He  could  not  help  wiftiing  for  his  own  part,  to  hail  any  thing  like 
a  cefiation  of  frenzy,  and  to  take  care  left  we  ourfclves,  by  our 
high  language^  (hould  again  bring  on  the  paroxyfm.  Hitherto  our 
language  had  been,  that  though  we  would  not  rcfufe  to  make  peace 
with  France,  'even  under  the  form  of  a  Republic,  yet  we  were  de- 
cidedly againft  making  peace  with  the  prefent  men  in  power,  and 
with  the  prefect  Republic ;  for  we  have  implied  that  the  prefent 
GoYemment  is  incapable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomcd  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  with  other  nations. 

The  prefent  motion,  he  faid,  would  not  oblige  Govern- 
mcot  to  treaf ;  it  would  merely  prepare  the  way 
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do  much  Icfs  dian  the  Emperor  had  done  ;  for  the  words  of  it  were 
much  weaker.  He  had  exprefsly  declared  France  to  be  capal^le  of 
maintaining  thefe  relations,  by  the  whole  fpirit,  as  well  as  words,  of 
-  his  refcript.  What  he  had  done  thus  ftrongly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  i^rtially,  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  do  in  a  more  dignified  man- 
ner, by  declaring  itfclf  not  unwilling  to  entertain  negocintion,  with 
a  view  to  peace  with  all  the  allies.  Mr.  Wilberforce  here  read  his 
motion,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  theprcfcnt  circum- 
ftances  of  France  ought  not  to  preclude  the  Government  of  this 
•  **  country  from  entertaining  propofals  for  a  general  pacification^  and 
that  it  is  for  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  make  p*ace  with 
France,  provided  it  can  be  efFc^fted  on  fair  terms,  and  in  an  ho- 
nourable  manner." 

Mr.  Wilberforce  having  read  his  intended  motion,  proceeded  to 
-make  fome  anfwer  to  what  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  ailments 
;againft  the  meafure  he  recommended  ;  particularly  adverting  to  the 
■objeftions  to  peace  urged  by  Government  in  former  debates.  Many 
of  thefe  he  remarked  were  now  turned,  in  a  great  meafure,  through 
the  change  of  circumftances,  againft  thofe  who  ufed  them.  Thus 
it  had  been  faid,  as  a  reafon  for  continuing  the  war,  that  if  wc  would 
not  continue  it  while  we  had  the  advantage  of  fo  many  allies,  we 
ihould  in  the  end  have  to  make  war  alone.  This  would  not  be 
urged  in  the  feme  degree  now : — This  very  event  was  approachir^, 
not  through  our  making  peace,  but  through  our  too  long  continuance 
of  the  war  ;  and  if  we  wiflied  to  fecure  a  fdture  co*operation  of  al- 
lies, the  way  now  would  be  to  diflblve  whaf  remains  of  theoohfe* 
deracy  by  confent,  before  it  entirely  diffolvcd  itfelf,  as  the  only 
chance  of  refuming^it,  if  hereafter  it  (hould  be  neccffary  :  h^  migl^ 
therefore  in  tf^is  particular  inftance  retort  their  own  argument  on 
thcmfelvcs.  Another  ar^gument,  always  hithertd  iifed,  would  not 
.  now  be  repeated,  viz.  that  we  could  not  make  peace  with  France 
witliout  acknowledging  the  Republic  ;  and  without  acknowledging 
it  as  foandcd  on  the  principles  of  Liberty  and  Equality,  and  the 
Rights  of  Man.  But  had  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  ha^  the  King 
<>f  PRiflia,  had  the  King  of  Swaien,  had  the  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
in  this  fcnfe  acknowledged  the  Republic  ?  Had  they  figned,  or  pro- 
pofed  to  fign  (as  all  who  acknowledged  the  Republic  were  faid  to  do) 
their  own  dcpofitioni  No ;  the  treaties  entered  into  had  been  imi- 
tually  figned  as  other  treaties  ufually  are,  and  it  had  been  fhcwn 
that  no  impediment  of  this  kind- had  exifted.  Again,  the  fafcty  of 
Europe  liad  been  declared  to  be  a  principal  ground  of  war ;  biit  if 
Europe  was  determined  to  take  care  of  itfelf,  and  ^i|13^|^B(gs^^(d3<^ 
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bcft  means  of  confulting  its  fafcty,  did  it  belong  to  Great  Britain  to^ 
figbt  her  battles  for  her,  and  to  fight  them  alone,  or  almoA  alone  ? 

The  declining  refources  of  France  had  been  ftated  as  another  en- 
couragement to  go  on  with  the  war —  but  when  was  the  ccffation  of 
them  to  arrive  ?  Their  armies  did  not  want  fre(h  rcquifitions,  and 
every  thing  went  on  ftill  much  as  heretofore.  There  was  one  view 
of  tlic  fubjc(St,  which  he  had  not  yet  taken,  which  fcemcd  fo  highly 
important,  that  he  muft  here  touch  upon  it.  He  alluded  to  tlie 
profpe£i  which  naturally  prcfcnted  itfelf  to  fomc  tminds,  of  a  gene- 
ral war  in  Europe,  as  likely,  ere  long,  to  arife.  Ruflia,  it  might 
be  fuppofed,  would  take  part  with  us*  Turkey,  on  the  other 
hand,  and  otlicr  powers,  with  France ;  and  a  new  fcene  of  the 
moft  extcnfive  hoftilities  might  in  '  that  cafe  follow.  Humanity 
Ihuddcred  at  lijch  a  fcene  ;  but  even,  putting  humanity  out  of  the 
qucftion,  it  fcemed  to  him,  in  the  view  of  dry  policy,  that  fuch  a  , 
courfc  of  events  muft  be  highly  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain.  Who 
could  fay  whit  might  be  the  confequence  of  ftrcngthcning  Auftria  and  , 
RuiTia,  as  their  fucceflcs  might  do  ;  or  of  the  irruption  of  French 
troops  into  almoft  all  Europe,  if  the  other  fide  (hould  prove  fupc« 
rior.  The  very  oppofing  armies  might  catch  the  fpirit  of  French 
democracy;  and  when  it  was  confidered  that  the  Frencli  re- 
volution owed  its  rife  to  a  great  preffurc  on  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people  in  that  countr}',  what  might  not^  be  the  confequence  on  the 
happinefs  as  well  as  on  the  minds  of  all  the  lower  orders  of  people 
in  Europe,  if  an  expcnfive,  deftruflive,  and  almoft  univerfal  war 
flvould  prevail  ?  Certainly,  the  effeds  would  be  incalculable. 

Mr.  Wilbcrforce  here  obferved,  how  important  a  dutj'  it  was  to 
endeavour  to  flop  the  flames  of  war  from  extending  themfelvcs  over 
the  world,  and  how  ardently  he  wiChed  to  prevent  the  extermination 
of  fo  large  a  part  of  the  human  race.  Never  did  he  more  ftrongly 
fed  his  obligations  to  his  conftituents,  than  in  fuch  a  crifis  as  the 
prtfent ;  when,  by  fending  him  to  Parliament,  they  enabled  him, 
perhaps,  to  be  an  inftrument  (however  unworthy  of  it)  of  lefTen- 
the  deftru£lion  of  mankind,  and  promoting  the  attainment  of 
Ac  peace  of  Europe.  And  what  were  the  objedls  to  be  efFefted  by 
our  purfuing  war,  fo  obtain  a  Government  in  France  worthy  of 
tfuft  ?  Every  nation  almoft  might  carry  on  eternal  war  on  this  prin- 
ciple. Might  not  Turkey  fay  the  fame  of  Ruffia,  who  had  uniform- 
ly broke  feith  with  her ;  and  even  Ruffia  of  Turkey,  of  whofe  re- 
ligjon  it  was  the  profeffed  principle  never  to  make  peace  with  in- 
&fels.  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  concluded,  by  remarking  what  would, 
»  his  (pinion,  be  the  true  line  of  policy  for  this  Court,  namely,- 
to  cokitrate  eifr  domeftic  refources,  to  confult  %gi|||P^'i@^fd§fe 
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good  morals,  and  the  comfort  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people ; 
an  J  to  excite  their  confidence  in  Adminiftration  :  to  keep,  on  the 
other  hm(iy  as  much  as  miy  be  froin  continental  connections,  on 
account  of  xhr  c:cncr::l  uncertainty  of  them,  the  charadler  of  foreign 
Princes,  and  tne  fituation  of  the  a^Eiirs  of  Europe.  He  ended  with 
obferving,  that  what  he  had  faiJ  had  been  diftinA,  as  h«  truftcd, 
and  determinate  ;  he  hoped  that  thofe  who  made  objcftions  to  his 
arguments,  would  treat  the  fubjcdl  in  like  manner,  and  not  refort  to 
any  fubtle  diftin<9ions  ;  nor  merely  advife  the  Houfc  in  a  general  way 
to  go  on,  hoping  that  things  (though  they  knew  not  why)  might  turn 
out  better.  Predi<Sions  of  the  fuccefs  of  war  had  fcldom  anfwcrcd. 
Predidtions  of  the  advantages  on  the  fide  of  peace  had  generally  been 
fulfilled.  In  the  cafe  of  America  it  had  been  faid,  and  by  high 
authority,  that  if  we  made  peace,  and  recognized  her  independence, 
the  fun  of  Great  Britain  would  be  for  ever  fct ;  but  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  moft  fimple  and  common  caufes,  the  greatcft  profperity 
had  followed  our  pacification  with  that  country.  The  fame,  he 
believed,  would  happen,  if  they  w'ould  make  peace  with  France,  v 
and  the  motion  which  he  propofed  would  hardly  fail,  if  it  were  car- 
ried, to  bring  about  that  objeft. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  rofe  to  fccond  the  motion.  He  adverted  to 
an  argument  that  had  often  been  urged,  that  it  wjiy  impoflible  to 
have  a  permanent  peace  with  the  prcfent  Government  of  France ; 
and  afked  w  hethcr  we  ever  had  a  permanent  peace  with  France,  or 
whether,  during  thelaft  half  century,  we  at  any  time  had  a  peace 
that  had  lafted  for  more  tlian  fevcn  years  ?  The  faft  was,  that  wc 
had  been  continually  einbroiled  in  wars,  from  the  ambition  of  that 
very  Monarchy  which  we  were  now  fo  amtious  to  reftore.  He  re- 
marked only  one  difference  in  our  prefent  fituation  ;  formerly,  wc 
were  at  war  with  the  Kings  and  Minifters  of  France,  now  we  were 
at  war  wuth  the  people.  He  remarked  on  the  ftate  of  the  confede- 
racy again  ft  France,  and  on  the  abfurdity  of  any  reliance  on  die 
profered  afliftance  of  the  Emprefs  of  Rnflia.  Such  an  offer  on  her 
part  cduld  only  proceed  from  a  Orong  prefumplion  of  Britiih  credu- 
lity. Had  (he  really  wifticd  to  lend  any  effeflual  affiftancc  to  this 
country  in  the  profccution  of  the  prefent  conteft,  (he  had  opportuni- 
ties fufficient  to  have  evinced  the  fii^ccrity  of  her  Intentions. 
did  not  wifh  to  refleft  on  the  character  of  the  foldiers  and  officers 
who  had  been  engaged  in  adlion  ;  their  conduct  was  fuch  as,  in  his 
opinion,  to  add  frefti  luftre  to  the  military  fame  of  the  country ; 
but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  there  had  been  fomcthing  rc^ 
mifs  in  our  naval  operations.  He  quoted  the  condu<£t  of  the  fleet 
which  in  1759  gained  the  famous  vidtory  of  LptizH^i&pai^lvhicb 
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during  alinoft  all  the  winter  had  been  out  at  fea^  cruiHng  off  Brefl, 
suid  preventing  any  depredations  upon  our  commerce.  He  confider- 
cd  the  prcfent  motion  as  a  call  upon  Minifters  to  put  a  ftop  to  the 
fccnc  of  mifery  and  calamity  which  was  now  going  on  ;  to  conciliate 
the  public  mindy  by  adopting  mcafures  to  bring  about  a  peace,  and 
to  preclude  the  ncceflity  of  making  any  addition  to  thofe  burdens, 
which  had  already  increafed  to  fuch  an  extent,  that  they  could  not 
much  longer  be  borne.  Amidft  the  diftrefs  created  by  thefe  burdens, 
he  adverted  to  a  bill  which  had  been  brought  in  for  paying  certain 
debts,  which  had  excited  general  indignation  in  the  country ;  a  bill 
which,  if  it  was  allowed  to  pafs,  muft  for  ever  ftain  the  charadtcr 
of  the  Houfe.  He  afkcd,  on  what  particular  circumftance  Minifters 
built  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  profccution  of  the  prefcnt  conteft, 
whether  on  the  (ituation  of  the  Weft  Indies,  or  the  fuperiority  of  our 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  had  derived  fo  much  advantage 
from  the  Spanilh  co-operation  ?  He  concluded  with  ftating,  that  he 
had  long  been  a  warm  friend  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  ;  but  he  muft  confefs  that  he  now  fliuddered  at 
the  profped  before  him. 

The  right  honourable  WILLIAM  WINDHAM,  Secretary  at 
War,  faid,  that  the  Houfe  had  now  heard  the  reafons  urged  by  the 
honourable  mover  and  fcconder,  in  fupport  of  a  motion  fo  fxtraor- 
dinary,  both  in  itfelf,  and  in  relation  to  the  fentiments  and  decla- 
rations which  had  formerly  been  adopted  by  thofe  honourable  gentle- 
men, in  conjundion  with  a  great  majority  of  that  Houfe.  He 
agreed  as  to  die  propriety  of  bringing  forward  queftions  at  different 
periods  of  a  war,  whether  under  any  change  of  circumftances  that 
might  have  taken  place,  it  was  advifcablc  to  proceed  in  the  profc- 
cution of  the  conteft.  The  point  then  to  be  difcuffcd  was,  whe- 
ther any  fuch  change  had  taken  place  ?  He  affirmed  that  no  fuch 
change  had  taken  place,  or  at  leaft  none  which  rendered  peace  in 
the  prefent  moment  preferable  to  the  profccution  of  the  war.  He 
remarked,  that  in  every  argument,  it  was  neceffary  to  confider  thofe 
widi  whom  we  were  arguing.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  then,  it  wa> 
neceffary  for  him  to  confider  whether  he  was  aiguing  with  thofe 
viho,  in  its  commencement,  had  confidered  die  prefent  war  as  juft 
and  neceffary  ;  or,  in  other  words,  as  juft,  becaufe  it  was  necef- 
fary, who  had  reprobated  the  dodlrines  of  the  Frendi,  and  wiftied 
the  deftruftioa  of  the  fyftem,  which  they  were  attempting  tojcftab- 
lifc  j  or  with  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  war  from  its  outfet ;  who 
had  approved  the  doctrines  of  the  French ;  who  had  held  out  the 
example  of  their  revolution  ^  moft  glorious  ;  who  had  wiihed  fuc* 
€e{s  to  their  exertions,  and  bad  even  openly  profelled  that  the  eft^b- 
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liftiment  of  the  Republic  was  an  event  dcfirnble  to  mankind.  It 
Tvas  evident  that  the  queftion,  as  taken  in  relation  to  thofe  oppofitc 
opinions,  muft  be  arc!;Licd  upon  grounds  entirely  different,  and  it 
was  only  to  the  latter  dcfiiription  of  perfons  that  he  meant  to  addrcfs 
himfelf.  In  every  queftion  refpcdling  peace,  two  things  were  to 
be  confidercd,  whicli  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  kept  fuffi- 
ciently  diftindl  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument ;  firft,  what  fort  of'peace 
was  to  be  guirted  ;  and  fccondly,  what  were  the  means  of  gaining 
it  ?  The  honourable  mover  fecmcd  too  much  to  confidcr  peace  as 
peace.  He  fecmcd  to  think  that  the  moment  the  treaty  was  fgned, 
we  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  di (band  our  armies  ;  that  profperity  would 
of  courfe  return,  and  that  we  fliould  immediately  enter  upon  a  ca- 
reer of  tranquillity  and  affluence.  On  that  fubje(f>,  faid  Mr.  Wind- 
liam,  I  diiTcr  from  him  moft  widely  \  he  tliiuks  peace,  in  the  jtc- 
fent  moment,  fafe  and  honourable  ;  I  think  it  neither  fafe  nor  ho- 
nourable. But  here  I  cannot  Iielp  remarking,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  a  fort  of  confticution-monger,  and  that  he  declared, 
upon  a  former  occafion,  that  he  vrould  give  to  France  the  fame  con- 
ftitution  as  that  of  America.  The  honourable  gentleman  would 
give  them  a  conftitution,  as  if  it  was  a  ready-made  houfe,  which 
could  be  tranfported  without  inconvenience  from  one  place  to  an-  > 
other,  and  as  if  every  Government  did  not  grow  out  of  the  habits, 
the  prejudices,  the  fentiments,  and  the  aflcclions  of  the  people.— 
[A  loud  cry  of  Hear  !  hear  !"  from  the  bench  of  Oppofition.] 
He  would  give  them  a  conftitution,  as  cl.ildren  who  had  furroundcd 
a  twig  with  a  quantity  of  dirt,  would  think  (hat  they  had  planted  a 
tree.  Some  qucftions  he  wiflied  to  afk,  as  to  the  means  of  attaining 
peace.  And  fir  ft  he  would  afk,  was  to  exprefs  a  defirc  of  peace  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  the  bcft  means  of  attaining  it  ?  How  fir, 
ought  the  inclination  for  peace  manifefted  by  France,  to  operate  as 
an  inducement  to  this  country  to  come  forward,  and  manifcft  its 
difpofitions  for  die  fame  purpofe  ?  How  far  would  this  inclinarion 
for  peace  in  France  be  likely  to  grow  and  increafe  in  confequcncc 
of  our  keeping  aloof,  and  abftaining  from  any  declaration  that  might 
indicate  a  reciprocity  of  fentiment  ?  Mr.  Windham  allied  whatchar^ 
had  taken  place  in  the  ftatc  of  France,  fince  the  fubjedl  was  laft  un- 
der confidcration,  which  tended  to  render  any  negociation  for  peace 
more  fecure  ?  A  great  change  had  indeed  taken  place,  but  none 
•  \vhich  rendered  any  profpeft  of  peace  permanent ;  the  Government 
was  not  become  more  durable,  nor  was  the  character  of  the  people 
changed  ;  he  did  not  at  prefent  fee  any  reafon  why  they  might  not 
return  to  thcfpirit  of  domination,  and  the  fpirit  of  profelytifm  which 
had  formerly  rendered  them  fo  dangerous.    The  rrcfcnt  boaflcd 
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fyftem  of  modcratinn  acquired  all  its  praifc  only  from  being  eontrafl- 
cd  with  the  former  infamous  proceedings  of  the  Government.  It  is 
moderate,  it  is  true ;  but  how  is  it  moderate  ?  It  is  moderate  only 
incomparifon  with  the  preceding  plans  of  terror,  murder,  and  pro- 
fcripticn.  Compared  with  other  Governments,  the  Government 
of  France  is  ftill  diflinguiflicd  for  injuftice,  violence,  and  infult  ;  or 
admitting,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  it  were  not  fo,  is  it  poffible 
to  prophefy  how  long  it  may  be  before  fuch  a  fyiiem  may  return  ? 

But  here  let  us  examine,  faid  he,  in  what  manner  this  change 
was  produced.  They  have  been  brought  down  to  talk  the  language 
of  moderation,  and  therefore  their  moderation  is  the  rcfult  of  ncccf- 
fity.  They  arc  relaxed  in  their  circumftances,  their  vigour  is 
weakened,  and  their  courage  crippled.  If  they  had  the  dclirc  to 
revive  their  former  atrocities,  they  have  not  now  the  power,  and 
it  is  our  duty  to  prevent  them.  Their  fortune  has  reached  its 
flood,  and  is  now  ebbing  fall  away.  The  fymptoms  of  decay  are 
manifeft,  and  the  pulfe  that  raged  fo  violently  will  foon  no  longer 
beat.  He  remarked,  that  though  the  honourable  Mover  had  de- 
manded a  precife  anfvver,  he  had  not  encouraged  it  by  bringing  for- 
ward any  thing  precife  in  his  own  ftatcment.  He  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  diftrefs  in  the  intciior  of  France  was  not  great. 
He  had  thought  that  fincc  the  communic;iti()n  lirul  begun  to  be  open, 
that  there  was  fuch  a  body  of  evick^nce  with  rcfpccl  to  the  exlftcncc 
of  th4t  diftrefs,  as  colild  not  well  have  been  refuted,  and  that  the 
confeflions  of  the  extreme  hardfhips  fufrered  from  the  depreciation  of 
aflignats,  and  the  fcarcity  of  provificns,  were  too  frequent  and  no- 
torious to  be  in  any  degree  invalidated.  Thch()n:>urable  gentleman 
talked  of  recent  reports  as  to  difturbanccs  in  Paris,  of  the  truth  of 
vhich  he  fcemed  to  intimate  fome  doubt.  They  might  not  indeed 
be  true  to  the  extent  to  which  they  had  been  ftated  ;  they  had,  how- 
ever, now  been  reported  upon  the  authority  of  public  papers,  and 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  called  their  exiftence  in  quef- 
tion,  might  as  well  difpute  the  accounts  of  the  mafracres  at  Paris, 
or  the  ravages  of  the  guillotine.  Was  it  to  be  treated  as  a  matter 
of  flight  report  that  the  mob  had  broke  into  the  auguft  body  of  the 
Convention,  that  the  Members  had  been  forced  to  fly,  that  the  head 
of  one  of  their  number  had  been  cut  oiT,  and  tliat  with  the  head  in 
their  hand,  the  mob  had  addrclfcd  a  fpeech  to  the  Prcfident  of  the 
Convention  ?  Little  hope  would  be  entertained  of  the  permanency 
and  duration  of  that  Government,  which  has  not  efficient  means  of 
protection  and  defence  againft  fuch  violence  and  outrage  ;  and  as  to 
the  fuppofition  of  thefe  accounts  being  bare  reports,  the  honourable 
gendeman  had  forgotten,  that  wh.ile  he  treated  them  fo,  he  had 
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himfelf  brought  forward  uncertain  reports  of  a  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween the  French  Republic  and  Spain,  as  well  as  other  Princes  of 
Germany. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  confidercd  tho  events  that 
had  happened  fince  the  propriety  of  a  negociation  was  laft  difcuffed. 
Whether  the  condudl  of  the  enemy  was  different  now  to  what  it  was 
then,  could  not  be  eafily  decided ;   he  had  flated,  however,  that 
there  was  an  increafe  of  power  on  their  part,  and  a  proportionate 
decreafc  on  ours,  or  what  is  nearly  tantamount,  that  as  our  alliances 
were  weakened,  their  alliances  grow  ftronger.    One  prominent  ob- 
jedl,  the  defeSion  of  our  allies,  was  particularly  expatiated  on  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.    To  fuch  a  declaration  Mr.  Windham 
oppofed  one  broad  leading  confideration,  the  ftate  of  diftrefs  and 
ftate  of  opinions  now  prevalent  in  France.    Nothing,  he  affirmed, 
but  the  condud  held  out  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  fiich 
motions  as  that  which  he  had  now  brought  forward,  could  prevent 
a  fpcedy  termination  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  were  now  engaged. 
Here,  he  confcffed,  there  was  nothing  but  affertion  againft  affcr- 
tion,  appeal  againft  appeal.    He  then  adverted  to  the  reafoning  em- 
ployed by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  order  to  induce  the  country 
to  fnatch  at  the  firft  opportunity  for  peace.    He  had  affirmed,  that 
its  extent  of  territory  was  too  great  to  be  protected ;  that  its  burdens 
were  too  fevere  to  be  borne  ;  he  had  infuiuated  that  the  country  was 
come  to  that  pitch  of  profperity  which  it  was  well  if  it  could  keep, 
but  in  which  every  rifk  might  be  attended  with  fatal  confequenccs. 
He  would  maintain  that  fuch  language  was  never  heard  before  upon 
any  fimilar  bufinefs  in  that  Houfe ;  nor  would  the  iountry  have  ever 
Tifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  honour,  glory,  and  univerfal  reputation  as 
it  has  done,  if  fuch  had  been  the  language  of  our  predcccffors.— 
The  honourable  gentleman  fliould  have  recolledtcd  too,  that  this 
reafoning  is  not  confined  to  the  prefcnt  war,  but  extends  to  other 
wars  in  future.    He  has  openly  proclaimed,  that  our  burdens  have 
increafcd  to  their  utmoft,  that  we  have  no  means  of  defence,  that 
cur  people  are  rebellious,  and  our  armies  ready  to  affift  them.  We 
have  reached  the  climax  of  our  grandeur,  and  may  now  fupinely 
rcpofe  ourfelves,  nor  even  attempt  to  fupport  it,  for  it  muft  neccf- 
farily  decline.    In  former  times  our  arms  protefted  our  commerce, 
but  now  wc  are  come  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  induftry,  and  wc 
call  upon  our  enemy  not  to  difturb  us ;  leave  us  as  we  are,  leave  us 
well,  or  if  you  do  not,  we  are  not  poffelfed  of  means  to  defend  our- 
felves.   Tliis  was  one  of  the  arguments  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  pretended  to  touch  on  lightly.    He  would  not  fpeakoutj 
he  faid,  and  there  was  no  ncccflTity  to  pttfs  hkn,  for  he  was  per- 
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ftdly  intcllipblc.  But  Mr.  Windham  faid  he  could  not  help  no- 
ticing the  inconfiftency  which  con\monly  prevailed  in  this  mode  of 
icafoning,  where  the  arguments  were  fliiftcd,  as  occafion  prompted, 
to  fuit  the  purpofe  of  the  fpeaker.  Sometimes  they  declaimed  on 
the  loyalty  of  His  Majefty's  fubjefls,  and  fumetimcs  they  proclaim- 
ed them  to  be  nearly  infcdted  with  the  contagion  of  the  French  Re- 
publicans. To  what  could  fuch  proceedings  tend,  but  to  lay  the 
country  proftratc  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy  ?  Read  the  various  decla- 
rations of  France  againft  this  countrj',  and  then  judge  of  their  in- 
clination to  induce  us  to  make  peace.  In  a  difcourfe  lately  deli- 
vered to  the  Convention,  they  ftate,  "  that  they  will  make  nocon- 
ceflions  to  Great  Britain,  nor  will  they  offer  any  terms  of  accomo- 
dation. They  arc  not  afraid  of  war,  and  are  therefore  determined 
to  continue  it  until  they  have  reduced  the  pride  and  power  of  this 
haughty  country."  Are  wc  to  fit  down  contented  with  fuch  indig- 
nities, fuch  infults,  and  fuch  aggravation  ?  And  here  is  another  odd 
inconfiftency  in  the  arguments  on  the  other  fide :  When  they  vindU 
calc  thisconduS,  they  affert,  that  the  war  produces  thefe  atrocities; 
but  when  they  argue  for  peace,  then  they  fay,  "  Leave  tlicm  to 
themfelves,  and  they  will  deftroy  one  another."  What  then  will 
be  the  fituation  of  France  when  peace  is  made  ?  There  will  be  an 
internal  diflention  in  their  Government,  which  muft  ultimately  pro- 
duce a  popular  commotion ;  the  armies  too  wiU  return,  and  affift 
to  keep  up  the  internal  warfare.  If  wc  have  fagaclty  enough  to  dif- 
cover  that  fuch  muft  be  tlie  confcqucnccs  of  their  making  peace, 
may  thc}'  not  have  fufficicnt  fagacity  to  perceive  the  fame,  and  will 
they  not  inftantly  feek  new  wars  to  keep  their  armies  employed,  and 
prevent  fuch  calamities?  The  faft  is  too  notorious  for  comment. 
How  could  the  honourable  gentleman  delude  ftimfdf  fo  ?  Does  he 
not  know,  that  with  fuch  a  Government,  fo  feeble,  fo  precarious, 
fo  infccure,  we  can  have  no  ftability?  And  docs  he  not  know  that 
if  the  war  fliould  be  renewed  again,  after  an  interval  of  peace  of  the 
Ihorteft  duration,  that  it  requires  a  greater  impulfe,  a  greater  ener- 
gy throughout  the  nation,  and  is  attended  alfo  with  a  greater  expcnce? 
For  it  is  in  moral  a^  in  mechanical  powers,  a  ftrong  force  is  necef- 
faiy  to  put  the  machine  in  motion,  which  continues  its  velocity  with 
little  aid.  There  was  one  of  the  honourable  -gentleman's  arguments, 
faid  Mr.  Windham,  which  I  had  almoft  forgotten.  He  has  taken 
care,  however,  to  remind  me,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  fufpedVmy 
obfervations  will  contain  more  than  he  expeftcd.  He  has  reminded 
me  of  La  Vendee  and  the  Chouans.  Now  let  the  gentlemen  op- 
pofite  to  me  recollc<9  the  language  they  have  ufed,  compared  with 
^  event.    [A  cry  of  hear !  hear !]  Let  thcni  remember  that  they 
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tenaciouny  infiftcd  that  France  had  but  one  fentiracnt.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite  will  call  to  mind  too  what  he  formerly 
•  faid.  "  Do  you  (faid  he,)  do  you  count  on  Brittany  and  Nor- 
mandy?" Yes,  the.  Executive  Government  did  count  on  them, 
and  propofed  to  a^opt  fuch  mcafures  as  would  better  facilitate  that 
event  which  was  fo  univerfally  dcfired.  When  diffeniions  were 
faid  to  exift  in  the  internal  ftate  of  France,  it  was  aflccd  where? 
At  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  Toulon,  and  La  Vendee ;  and  well  would 
it  have  been  for  this  countrj''  if  flie  had  immediately  taken  the  proper 
advantage  of  thofe  dilfcntions,  and  converted  them  to  her  pur.pofcs. 
They  were  loft,  however  ;  though  it  might  be  faid  they  could  not 
have  been  loft  if  they  were  not  pofieft.  Mr.  Windliam  fuppofcd 
the  gentlemen  were  laughing  at  their  own  declarations  that  no  fuch 
diffentions  exifted,  when  difcontent,  diftruft,  and  animofity  were 
carried  to  the  greateft  length. 

He  then  reverted  to.  the  honourable  gentleman's  ftatement  of  the 
condition  of  Marfeilles,  and  obfcrvcd  that  it  was  not  hccaufe  that 
under  fuch  a  tyranny  as  that  of  France  dilTentions  do  not  ftiew  thero- 
felves,  that  we  are  to  conclude  that, they  do  not  cxift.  Wc  might 
have  had  reafons  to  know  their  exiftence  if  we  had  afled  with  be- 
coming caution,  and  inftead  of  one  La  Vendee,  wc  might  have  known 
tliat  the  whole  of  France  was  becoming  one  entire  Vcndte.  He 
then  referred  to  the  fubjugation  of  the  Vcndeans  and  the  Chouans. 
At  one  time,  it  had  been  a(ked,  have  you  any  fiicnds  in  France? 
Has  the  new  fyftem  any  enemies  ?  Are  not  all  the  people  of  that 
country  united  in  the  dime  fentiment?  Tlic  bcaft  which  was  now 
made  of  the  trium.ph  over  the  infurgents  now  proved  the  reality  of 
the  danger  which  hnJ  once  exifted.  But,  though  thcfc  pct^ple  had 
fubmitied  to  iiard  neceflity,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofcd  that  they  had 
all  at  once  changed  their  fentimcnts  :  and  it  proved  alfo  th.at  there 
ftill  exifted  a  body  of  good  fcnciments  in  France.  He  addrciTcd 
this  not  folely  to  the  gentlemen  oppofite,  but  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
had  confidence  in  the  Executive  Government  at  th;it  time:  and 
now,  when  from  the  interior  of  France  we  had  reports  of  popular 
commotions  coming  from  all  quarters,  was  it  longer  juft  or  rcafon- 
able  to  doubt  th.eir  authenticity;  and  if  this  reprefentation  be  right, 
\^as  this  the  tiine  for  fuch  conclufions  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  drawn :  The  firil  argument  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was, 
that  peace  would  eftablilh  the  power  of  thofe,  who  now  prefidc  in 
France ;  and  what  fort  of  an  argument  was  tliis  ?  Would  it  eflab- 
li(h  the  power  ?  Were  there  hopes  it  would  r  Was  the  honour- 
able gentleman  fc  prepared  as  to  fay,  that  the  change  of  Govern- 
ment had  fo  far  chani^cd  the  evil,  as  folely  to  have  produced  thcal- 
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teration  in  his  fcntiments?    If  it  could,  why  could  it  not  have 
done  fo  before  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  bloody  Robcrfpierre  ? 
According  to  their  mode  of  reafoning,  war  could  be  reduced  at  arty 
time  to  a  fcalc  of  profit  and  calculation.    Stating  gene niUy  his  opi- 
nions on  the  fubjed^,  he  faw  the  motives  for  continuing  the  war  the 
fame — the  profpe»£^s  better.    Another  objecVion,   applying  to  the 
majoriry  of  the  Houfe,  ngainft  the  motion,  was,  that  if  it  paflcd, 
the  Houfe  would  thereby  take  the  management  out  of  tlic  hands  of 
the  Executive  Government.    This  the  Houfe  had  certainly  at  times 
a  right  to  do;  but  then  it  was  ufual  when  they  affumcd  that  right,  to 
apply  to  His  Majefty  to  difplace  the  perfons  in  whom  the  truft  of 
the  Executive  Government  was  lodged.    Fortunately  the  motion 
was  not  yet  adopted.    But  ncverthclefs  the  charge  of  incnnfiftcncy 
and  raflmefs,  if  not  fomcthing  worfe,  was  attached  to  it ;  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  brought  it  forward  was  the  friend  of  the 
Minifter,  and  had  pronounced  in  the  courfc  of  that  evening  many 
tulogjums  upon  him.    He  relied,  he  faid,  on  his  talents,  his  in- 
tegrity and  judgement;   he  praifcd  his  general  capacity,  and  he 
cfteemcd  him  as  the  propcreft  perfon  to  be  at  the  head  of  affairs : 
but  here  comes  the  difficulty — However  great  his  general  capacity, 
his  judgement,  his  integrity  and  talents,  and  however  fit  for  Ad- 
miniftration, he  was  not  fit  to  conduft  the  bufincfs  of  the  State, 
and  therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  propcfed  to  conduct  it  for 
him.    He  would  not  offer  to  difplace  his  friend,  but  he  would  un- 
dertake to  manage  meafures  for  him.     Did  he  think  the  Miniftcr 
would  authorize  him  to  perform  his  functions  ?    The  honourable 
gentleman  would  allow  for  thefc  interrogations  by  the  part  he  had 
taken  himfelf  in  the  debate  of  that  evening.    He  muft  knrAv,  that 
in  all  public  affairs  they  were  bound  to  follow  their  duty  in  prefe- 
rence to  their  friendfliips ;  and  for  his  own  part,  Mr.  Windham 
faid,  he  had  facrificed  friendfliips  that  were  dear  to  him,  to  his 
public  duty,  and  he  did  it  becaufe  he  loved  to  follow  right,  though 
it  be  fomctimes  difficult  to  find  where  it  Hc^.    The  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  done  fo  too,  thpugh  Mr.  Windham  clifapproved  of  the 
mo3e  in  which  he  had  done  it.    A  Chriftian  confcicnce  was  under- 
ftood  to  be  connedled  with  humility,  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  oppofingthofe  of  whofe  integrity  and  abilities  he  entertained 
no  doubt,  and  with  whom  he  was  bound  in  the  clofe  ties  of  friend- 
^  fliip.    Now  he  wilhed  to  imprefs  on  the  honourable  gentleman's 
mind,  that  he  was  playing  a  deep  game;  for  if  he  was  not  the  pre- 
fcrvcr,  he  was  the  undoer  of  his  country:  and  if  he  did  npt  obtain 
tfic  pofthumous  fame  he  fo  virtuoufly  defircd,  he  would  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  poftcrity  with  eternal  execration.    He  v  iflied  him  to  con- 
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fider  too,  how  far  he  conformed  himfclf  to  the  fcntments  of  thofc 
whofc  mode  of  thinking  he  had  been  accuftomcd  to  oppofc  ;  or  how 
far  he  adopted  new  opinions  of  his  own.    There  are  two  things  to 
confirm  a  man's  judgement,  the  concurrence  of  his  friends,  and  the 
diffentof  his  enemies.    Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  hadbeea 
playing  at  great  odds,  for  he  had  not  only  the  dlflent  of  his  friends, 
but  the  approbation  of  his  opponents.    He  had  the  odds  againft  him 
alfo  in  another  way.    In  every  exclufive  public  concern,  but  more 
particularly  in  a  war,  and  ftill  more  in  a  war  like  the  prefent,  there 
was  a  knowledge  in  the  Executive  Government  which  could  not  be 
poflcffed  by  others.    Of  this  he  had  jufi;  given  an  inftance,  though 
oppofition  would  neither  give  the  Executive  Government  credit  for 
their  good  intentions  nor  their  judgement.    It  was  not  grateful  for 
him  tp  examine  opinions,  though  he  did  it  to  fulfil  his  public^ duty. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  his  meafures  fatal,  he  thou^t 
the  honourable  gentleman's  no  lefs  fo.    Such  opinions  he  conceived, 
if  liAened  to,  were  highly  dangerous,  and  if  not  liftencd  to,  they 
were  fo  in  a  fmallcr  degree.    Admitting  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's were  the  bcft  opinion,  he  afkcd  him  whether  he  expcflcd  it 
to  be  followed  I  What  then,  it  might  be  urged  upon  the  other  hand, 
arc  you  never  to  bring  forward  any  motion  bccaufc  there  is  a  proba- 
bility  it  will  not  be  followed  r  What  then  becomes  of  the  freedom  of 
debate  ?   Not  fo  ;  an  attempt  in  itfelf  to  do  good  may  be  made, 
though  others  think  it  will  not  do  fo.    But  did  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman think,  that  when  perfons  like  thofe  in  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment had  formed  their  opinions  coolly,  and  with  due  delibera- 
tion, that  his  arguments  could  change  them.    Perhaps  he  hoped  for 
fomething  intermediate  ?    With  rcfpe»5l  to  other  topics,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham faid,  they  were  not  of  a  fort  to  be  adopted  without  abandoning 
all  the  former.    He  had  heard  tlie  honourable  gentleman  talk  of  a 
general  objcdlion  to  the  war,  and  of  a  general  fentiment  entertained 
by  the  people  that  a  peace  would  fpcedily  be  formed  by  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  country.    If  fuch  a  peace  were  formed,  that  is,  by  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  country,  they  ought  all  to  rejoice,  but  not 
otherwife,  for  it  would  then  be  obtained  as  it  ought  to  be.    On  the 
other  hand,  what  did  the  honourable  gentleman  propofe  ?    A  peace 
by  himfclf  in  oppofition  to  Adminiftration.    The  bcft  argomcritin 
anfwer  to  fuch  a  propofition  was  a  review  of  hiftory.    The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  taken  occafion  in  tlie  courfe  of  his  fpcech  to  extol 
the  blefiings  of  peace,  and  to  deprepiatc  continental  <:onnexions. 
With  refpcdi  to  the  blcffings  of  peace,  abftradtly  oonfidered,  there 
could  be  but  one  fentiment ;  as  to  the  utility  of  continentatcon- 
nexions,  he  referred  him  to  the  feftimony  of  the.  hiftorjr  of  tte. 
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country  for  many  centuries  paft.  Were  we  to  be  fuppofed  now  to 
be  anri.vcd  at  that  period  in  which  we  were  to  lofe  all  regard  for  mi- 
litary charafter,  and  feek  only  to  retain  our  former  acquifitions  ? 
Were  we  to  renounce  all  views  of  general  policy,  and  attend  only 
to  the  claims  of  petty  gain  and  mercantile  advantage  ?  Were  wc 
to  forfeit  our  reputation  of  national  honour,  and  of  a  generous  con- 
cern for  the  welfare  of  Europe  ?  It  may  be  honourable,  in  the 
opinions  of  fome  gentlemen,  to  fteal  out  of  a  war  as  others  had 
done  ;^  but  it  would  be  degrading  to  the  Britifti  charafter,  juftly  ce- 
lebrated for  its  honour  and  integrity.  Great  Britain  had  no  wifli 
to  imitate  the  Republic  of  Holland  or  the  Dutchy  of  Tufcany,  but 
kft  them  to  their  virtue.  How  different,  he  obferved,  was  the 
condu6t  the  honourable  gentleman  had  recommended  to.  that  pur- 
fued  by  King  William,  who  judged  the  interefts  of  this  country  to 
be  fo  clofely  connedied  with  all  Europe,  that  he  encouraged  every 
alliance  whereby  (he  rofe  in  the  fcalc  of  Empire,  and  of  diis  Mr, 
Addifon  was  fenfible  when  he  wrote  his  fine  eulogium : 

**  His  toils,  for  no  ignoble  ends  defign'd, 
*'  Promote  the  common  welfare  of  mankind ; 

No  wild  ambition  moves,  but  Europe's  fears, 
*^  The  cries  of  orphans,  and  the  widow's  tears  ; 
**  OpprcfsM  Religion  gives  the  firft  alarms, 
**  And  injur'd  Jufticc  fets  him  in  her  arms; 
His  conqueds  freedom  to  the  world  afford. 
And  Nations  blefs  the  labours  of  his  fword.'* 

Whether  the  honourable  gentleman  had  npt  brought  forward  hi^ 
motion  to  interpofe,  becaufe  the  French  Government  was  faint  and 
languid,  and  her  motions  wild  and  irregular,  he  could  not  deter- 
mine, buttle  reminded  him  fhe  might  be  dangerous  even  in  her 
lail  convulfion. 

Mr.  Windham  then  entered  into  a  variety  of  ai]guments  on 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  prefent  mo- 
tion, as  tending  to  Infiuence  the  opinions  of  perfons  at  home,  and 
to  flrengthen  and  encourage  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  faid, 
that  the  cry  of  peace  chiefly  proceeded  froip  the  Jacobin  party  in 
the  country ;  and  that  though  every  one  who  wifhed  for  peace  was 
not  a  Jacobin,  yet,  every  Jacobin  wifhed  for  peace.  The  fame 
difpofitton  for  peace,  he  remarked,  to  be  charafteriftic  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, not  only  in  this  country,  but  over  the  whole  of  Europe.  He 
concluded  with  flating,  that  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  de- 
clared, that  in  bringing  forward  his  motion,  he  had  been  aftuated 
by  a  fcnfe  of  duty,  he  had  no  lefs  felt  the  fame  move  for  pppoiing 
k,  and  that  he  (hould  therefore  move  the  order  of  the  day. 
Sir  JBENJ AMIN  HAMMET  lofc  to  fecot^M  IF@0feQl^ 
I         Vol.  XLI.  ^ 
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fomcthing  had  been  faid  rcfpc£ling  Ruflia  in  the  courfc  of  the  debate^ 
he  took  the  opportunity  to  cxprefs  himfclf  more  afraid  of  Rufiia 
than  of  France  and  Spain  united.  Such  was  the  danger  which  he 
apprehended  from  its  predominating  influence^  that  he  fldould  not 
be  furprifed  to  fee  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  including  even  France, 
joined  in  a  confederacy  againft  the  Emprefi*  of  Ruflia.  He  gave  his 
fupport  to  Government  becaufe  he  was  convinced  that  they  would 
make  peace,  whenever  it  could  be  done  with  fecurity. 

Mr.  FOX  began  by  obfcrving,  that  Mr.  Windham  had  intro- 
duced fo  much  perfonnjity  into  his  fpeech  that  it  was  not  cafy  to  an- 
fwer  liim.  He  did  not  think  that  he  had  behaved  perfcftly  inge- 
nuous to  him  ;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  remark  that  had 
been  made,  that  the  motion  being  fupported  by  him,  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  a£ted,  was  a  prima  facie  argument  agninft  it,  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  quittJ  candid.  He  (hould  have  thought  that  it 
would  have  been  mv>re  fair  to  have  left  the  fubjcdt  to  the  common 
courfe  of  debate,  and  he  owned  that  there  did  appear  fomc  degree 
of  cunning  in  reducing  hi mfelf  and  his  colleagues  to  the  ncceffityof 
fpeaking,  when  it  had  been  affertcd  that  their  fupport  could  not  be 
■beneficial  to  tlie  motion.  Treated  as  he  had  been  of  late  years,  he 
confefled  that  he  had  never  been  fo  furprifed  as  at  that  part  of  Mt. 
Wipdham's  fpeech  which  was  more  immediately  perfonal.  He  had 
faid  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  "  What,  will  you  difftr  with  him  wiA 
whom  you  have  always  agreed  V  Had.  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man,  in  putting  this  qucdion^  forgotten  fome  recent  tranfadions  ? 
Nay,  he  had  gone  farther,  and  had  faid,  "  Will  you  be  fo  bold  as 
to  agree  with  the  perfons  oppofite  to  you  when  you  look  round  oa 
the  perfons  near  you  r "  Now  there  was  fomething  fo  Angular  in 
this,  that  he  could  npt  avoid  being  extremely  adoniihed.  He  ob- 
fcrvcd,  however,  that  in  putting  thefc  qucftions,  Mr.  Windham 
had  looked  (Iraight  forward,  as  if  he  had  been  afraid  to  look  tx>» 
tl^ards  his  colleagues.  Of  the  majority  that  Mr.  Windham  cx* 
peded  would  fupport  his  motion,  how  many  Members  were  there, 
he  would  afk,  with  whom  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
formerly  agreed  on  great  political  topes  ? — Why  was  he  fo  dcftitute 
of  h\r  reciprocity  as  to  be  unwilling  to  allow  the  fame  liberty  to 
ont  fide  of  the  Houfe  as  to  the  other  I — The  right  honotirable  gwi- 
tleman  had  then  went  on  to  aflc,  for  what  purpofe  the  prefetit  mo- 
tion had  been  made  \  And  whether  Mr.  Wilberforce  expeded  to 
carry  the  Houfe  with  him  ?  With  reipedi  to  the  latter  queftbn, 
he  believed  that  Mr.  Wilberforce  entertained  no  (uch  expe^ation ; 
but  the  purpofe  of  the  motion  was  to  difcufs  that,  which 
frequently  to  be  diii»fled  during  a  period  of  war  jigiSygA^lObcfgite 
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people  of  this  country  that  there  were  pcrfons  in  Parliament  i^dy 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  avert  the  calamities  with 
^hich  the  nation  was  threatened  by  an  obftinate  perfe  vera  nee  in  a 
difaftrous  and  hopelefs  fyftcm.  Miniftcrs  it  was  now  urged,  had 
jxjfTcffcd  a  better  knowledge  of  La  Vendee,  than  he  did,  and  a  mort 
ufelefs  piece  of  knowledge,  he  muft  confcfs,  it  had  been  to  them  : 
was  it  expefled;  it  had  been  a(ked,  to  convince  thofe  Miniftcrs  ? 
To  attempt  to  convince  thofc  whom  nothing  feemcd  to  convince, 
was  a  talk,  in  his  opinion,  which  no  man  would  be  hardy  enouc;h 
to  undertake.  Ny  one  who  Wicw  their  temper,  would  rufpcft  that 
they  would  become  fuicides  of  their  places  from  any  principle  of 
convi<Aion. 

For  Pla*o's  fancies,  what  care  I  ? 

I  hope  you  do  not  think  1  die 
-    For  I'laio's  f  ancies  in  the  play, 

Or  any  thing  that  he  can  lay. 
The  Houfe  was  again  called  upon  to  repofe  confidence  in  Minifter^, 
in  the  third  year  of  the  war,  when  Minifters  had  completely  failed 
in  their  promifed  protection  of  Holland,  of  the  Weft  Indies,  of  the 
friends  of  R<^alty  in,  France— in  every  profcflion  or  promife  upon 
which  tliey  had  demanded  confidence. — They  talked  of  the  glory 
of  our  arms  under  their  direction.  He  wondered  thcj'  had  not  read 
our  hiftory,  and  taken  the  trouble  of  comparing  any  period  of  it 
with  the  loflcs,  difafters  and  retreats  of  the  laft  campaign — retreats 
not  imputable  to  our  officers  or  foldiers,  but  to  a  miferable  fyftem 
which  rendered  their  (kill  unavailing,  and  their  valour  of  no  efFeft. 
Minifters  ftill  talked  of  difcontents  in  France,  and  appealed  to  what 
had  happened  in  La  Vendee,  Marfeillcs,  Lyons,  and  Toulon.  As 
far  as  appeased,  the  difcontents  in  the  three  laft-mentioncd  places 
were  the  confequence  of  one  party  in  the  Convention  being  over- 
powered by  another ;  but,  if  they  were  not,  what  advantage  had 
Minifters  derived  from  them?  They  got  poflTcflion  of  Toulon, 
which  they  were  foon  after  compelled  to  abandon  ;  Marfeilles, 
Lyons,  and,  laft  of  all,  La  Vendee,  were  compelled,  or  induced, 
to  fubmit  to  the  Convention.  If  they  meant  to  adduce,  as  an  ar- 
gument in  their  favour,  every  opportunity  of  which  they  had  made 
no  advantage,  it  was  impoftible  to -fay  where  they  would  ftop.  It 
had  been  faid  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  oppofcrs 
of  the  war  affcrtcd  the  difcontent  in  La  Vendee  to  be  trifling.-  He 
had  iaid  no  fuch  thing.  He  Iiad  taken  the  fubjedt  on  the  Minifter's 
own  (hewing.  He  had  faid,  that  if  difcontent  cxifted,  the  Mini- 
fters  had  proved  that  they  could  make  nothing  of  it,  and  that  there- 
fore be  had  a  right  to  take  it  for  granted  that  no  difcontent  did  exift. 
But  were  the  Houfe  to  hear  Minifters  confefs,  at  length,  that  the 
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fpirit  of  the  Houfc,  if  they  fuffcrcd  Minifters  to  acknowledge  that 
they  knew  of  the  extent  of  the  difcontent  in  La  Vendee,  and  that 
they  had  not  made  ufe  of  it  ?  He  wiflicd  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Windham)  when  he  talked  of  the  motion  as  tending  to 
remove  Minifters  from  their  fituafions,  had  recoUeftcd  the  debates 
in  that  Houfe  about  Ockzakow,  of  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman might  fay,  Riorum  magna  fars  fui — Had  the  right  honour- 
able  gentleman  been  always  fo  alarmed  at  fuch  an  idea  r  And  yet  ht 
had  faid  with  fome  afpcrity  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  "  you  approve  of  the 
abilities,  and  have  a  high  opinion  o^  the  judgement,  of  the  prefcnt 
Miniilers,  and  yet  you  wifti  to  take  .the  Government  from  them.'* 
On  this  fubjedl  he  had  nothing  to  do ;  but  then  it  had  been  a(ked. 
Do  you  think  the  Minifter  will  confcnt  to  ftay  in  office  after  his 
meafures  have  been  abandoned  ?"  The  Houfe,  from  this,  might 
|>e  tempted  to  think  that  meafures  had  always  been  the  obje<ft  of 
the  Minifter*s  care,  and  that  he  had  been  totally  indifferent  to 
place  and  power.  Was  this  the  cafe  ?  Had  the  Houfe  no  exam- 
ple in  the  Irifti  propofitions,  or  in  the  more  recent  cafe  of  RuiTia 
and  Oczakow  \  Did  not  a  minority  make  a  Minifter  abandon  a 
meafure  to  which  a  mojority  acceded  ?  This,  tlierefore,  was  fuf- 
ticicnt  to  (hew  that  it  Mas  poflible  to  drive  the  Mmifter  out  of  his 
meafures  without  driving  him  from  his  place.  The  prefcnt  qucftion 
had  not  yet  been  difpofed  of,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham 
feemed  to  fay  that  the  Houfe  ought  never  to  difpofe  of  it.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  the  argument  was,  that  if  we  did  not 
engage  in  it,  other  powers  would  withdraw,  and  we  (hould  have  to 
fuftain  the  whole  force  of  France  alone.  This  argument  was  now 
dcftroyed  as  far  as  Pruflia  was  concerned,  and  nearly  fo  with  rcfped 
to  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  .Minifters  thought  propcf  to  pafs  by 
the  Emperor  s  Refcript  to  the  Diet ;  but  did  they  mean  to  contend 
that  his  declaration  of  his  being  ready  to  enter  into  negociations  with 
the  P>ench  Republic,  was  fuch  a  declaration  as  his  Minifters  would 
have  made,  fuch  a  declaration  as  a  Britifh  Minifter  would  make  to 
Parliament,  while  the  direft  contrary  was  meant  ?  If'  the  Emperor 
was  ready  to  negociate  with  the  French  Republic,  what  could  be  our 
t)bjedion  to^  negociate  ?  On  looking  to  the  Refcript,  the  Houfe  would 
fee  that  the  Emperor  was  willing  to  treat,  not  with  fuch  a  Govcm- 
rncnt  as  was  dapable  of  preferving  the  accuftomed  relations  of  peace 
and  amity,  but  with  the  Republic  of  France  ;  was  this  a  foir  Re- 
fcript ?  Or  did  it  refemhle  fome  declarations  made  by  Britiih  Mini* 
Hers  to  the  Parliament  to  deceive  and  delude  them  ?  Was  the  Re- 
fcript confidered  only  as  ading  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  alliance  ? 
Qf  fiic  candour  and  humanity  of  Kings  and  E^fi^$$y£4)^^^te^ 
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much — not  in  his  opinion  very  difcrectly  fald — ^but  he-liopcd  thit 
the  Refcript  was  not  iffued  for  the  purpofcs  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
Did  there  remain  now,  he  would  alk,  one  of  thofc  objed^ions  thit 
had  been  formerly  urged,  and  urged  with  fuch  triumph  ?  Not  one. 
But  Pruflia,  it  had  been  faid,  had  ftolcn  out  of  the  Coalition.  Of 
the  Court  of  Berlin  he  was  not  certainly  inclined  to  be  the  pancg\^- 
rift  ;  but  the  Icaft  objectionable  part  of  the  conduft  of  that  Court 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  conclufion  of  ,-a  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
French  Republic.    But  was  it  fair  and  manly  in  a  Britifh  Minifter 
to  talk  of  Tufcany  ftcaling  out  of  the  alliance  ?  Was  not  Tufcany 
neutral  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  ?  Had  not  her  neutnlity 
been  approved  by  the  Emperor  and  Great  Britain,  and  did  not  the 
Grand  Duke  hold  liis  Dukedom  by  his  neutrality  ?  Had  not  this 
country  adted  with  the  pfioft  monftrous  injufrice  towards  him  r  Was 
k  therefore  decent  to  talk  of  his  fiinking  out  of  the  War  ?  A  mode 
of  conduiS  that  had  made  him  the  darling  of  his  fubje6ls,  and  had 
produced  the  moft  beneficial  confcqucnces  to  him.    But  were  thefc 
the  only  powers  that  had  or  would  make  peace  ?  Had  not  the  Land- 
grave of.  Heffe  and  the  El^ftor  of  Saxony  made  peace  ?  Whethtr 
the  King  of  Naples  had,  he  knew  not ;  but  of  this  he  was  certain, 
that  he  would  as  foon  as  he  was  able.    Were  not  thcfe  ftrong  argu- 
ments for  the  recognition  of  the  Republic  of  France?  It  had 
already  been  proved,  that  none  of  thofe  formalities  had  been  required 
of  acknowledging  the  Republic  on  the  principles  of  Liberty  and 
Equal  it)'.    That  the  French  were  defirous  of  peace,  was  generally 
believed  ;  that  they  had  no  objection  to  treat  with  a  Monarchy  had, 
it  was  underRood,  been  declared  to  Sir  Frederick  Eden ;  but  what 
was  more  important  than  any  declaration  was,  that  they  had  a6tually 
concluded  a  treaty  with  a  Monarchy,  and  with  a  Monarchy  to  the 
form  of  which  they  could  not  be  fuppofcd  to  be  very  partial.   It  had 
been  a(ked,  what  Holland  had  gained  by  her  difpofuion  to  negotiate 
early  in  the  war  ?  What,  he  would  afk,  had  Holland  gained  by  the 
proteflion  of  the  allies  ?  The  fpedlacle  of  the  retreat  of  the  Britifti 
troops  through  her  provinces,  and  the  ncceflity  of  being  obliged  to 
treat  with  a  French  army  in  poffeffion  of  her  country.    Of  the  con- 
qucfts  which  we  had  made  in  the  Weft  Indies,  nothing  now  remained 
but  a  fingle  poft  in  St,  Domingo,  another  in  St.  Lucia,  and  the  ifland 
of  Martinico.    It  was  for  the  Houfe  to  determine,  whether  thefc 
precarious  acquifitions  were  worth  the  hazard  to  which  we  hacj  put 
all  our  other  pcficffions  in  that  quarter.    With  rcfpedt  to  the  recent 
intelUgcnce  of  infurredions  in  Paris,  it  fliould  have  no  cfFeft  on  the 
(ieciiion  of  that  Houfe.    The  fall  of  Roberfpierrc,  the  rife  of  Tal- 
the  maffacre  of  the  Girondifts^ .  and  the  triumph  of  their-fuc- 
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ccffors  only  led  to  this  falutary  leffon,  that  the  internal  fchifms  of 
France  bore  no  relation  to  their  foreign  contcfts.  '  The  fyftcm  of 
terror  was  deft  roved  on  the  27  th  of  July  ;  and  mark  what  had  been 
the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms  fince  that  period ;  were  net  their 
fucceffcs  in  every  quarter  more  than  fufBcienrto  counterbalance  any 
hopes  to  be  oonceived  from  a  late  infurredUon  in  Paris  ?  Ought  not 
what  we  had  feen  to  teach  us,  that  unftable  and  convulfed  as  the 
French  Government  was  within,  its  power  of  exertion  outwards 
remained,  and  that  whether  terror  triumphed  over  moderation,  or 
moderation  over  terror,  we  had  nothing  to  gain  by  the  change  ?  He 
tvas  accufed  of  having  approved  of  the  French  revolution,  as  if,  by 
neceffary  confcquence,  he  had  approved  of  the  cruelties  of  which  it 
had  been  made  the  pretext.  He  approved  of  overturning  the  def- 
potifm  of  the  Bourbons,  which  had  long  been  th^  oppreiTson  of 
France  and  the  difquiet  of  Europe.  The  curfed  confederacy  of 
dcfpots,  for  by  no  other  name  could  it  ever  pafs  his  lips,  had  given 
birth  in  the  firft  inftance  to  all  the  fufpicion  and  confequent  maffacres 
which  had  taken  place;.  Six  years  had  now  elapfcd  fmce  the  me- 
morable aera  of  the  French  revolution.  He  had,  in  the  firft"  in- 
ftance, given  his  commendation  to  that  event,  which  had  over- 
thrown the  tyranny  of  the  Bourbons.  That  tyranny  had  ftified  the 
induflry,  and  fupprelTed  all  the  energies  of  a  great  nation.  He 
was  therefore  cntidcd  to  fpcak  of  its  fubverfion  as  of  "a  glorious 
event."  But  his  approbation  of  French  principles  thus  far,  did 
not  include  his  fanftion  of  French  adts. 

JHe  approved  of  the  refiftance  made  by  the  Parliament  of  1 64.5 
to  Charles  I.  ;  of  the  comluc\  even  of  Cromwell  in  the  firft  inftance  ^ 
but  although  it  was  impofliblc  to  compare  diat  great  man  with  the 
men  who  had  rai fed  thcmfclvcs  to  power  in  the  French  revolution, 
was  it  to  be  inferred  that  he  approved  of  CromwcUs  ufurpaiiun  any 
mere  thsn  of  their  cruelties  ?  He  had  never  faid  that  die  Frencli,  it  - 
Mi  to  thcmfi  lvcs,  would  dcftroy  one  another  ;  but  this  he  had  faid, 
that  if  there  was  any  profpcdl  of  rcftoring  Royalty  in  France,  whe- 
.ther  or  not  tliat  was  now  an  advifcable  thing  he  would  not  dien 
argue,  it  muft  be  when  the  French  were  left  to  decide  for  tlicm- 
fclvcs.  What  was  the  period  in  which  parties  in  France  were 
abandoning  themfclves  to  domeftic  contcfts  ?  Was  it  when  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  was  in  the  plains  of  Champagne  ?  Was  it  when 
the  allies  were  in  tlie  plains  of  Cambray  i  No  :  it  was  when  every 
foreign  enemy  was  removed  to  a  great  diftance,  and  their  arms 
were  triumphant  on  every  part  of  their  fix)ntier.  When  the  allies 
talked  of  giving  them  a  conftitution.  Royalty  had  the  odium  of  be- 
ing fuppofed  to  aid  the  foreign  enemy  ;  when  they  had  no  foreign 
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enemy,  that  would  be  done  away.  We  were  not  to  give  tlicm  a 
conftitution,  but  to  reftore  their  old  conftitution — in  other  words, 
their  old  defpotifm,  the  very  thing  they  detcfted.  To  attempt 
giving  to  any  country  a  conftitution,  was  deteftabl<? — every  country 
had  a  right  to  frame  its  own.  We  were  not  making  war  for  any 
intcrefts  of  our  own,  it  was  pompoufly  afferted,  but  on  motives  of 
beneficence  and  juftice,  for  the  interefts  of  Europe.  There  might 
be  chivalry  in  fuccouring  thofe  who  called  for  fuccour,  but  the  chi- 
valry of  fuccouring  thofe  who  faid  they  did  not  want  it,  was  mad- 
ncfs.  Who  called  upon  us  to  continue  the  war  ?  Did  Pruffia,  or 
any  other  of  our  allies  ?  No — but  we  had  got  a  new  ally,  the  Em- 
prcfs  of  Ruffia.  She,  however,  was  one  of  our  earlieft  allies  in 
this  bufinefs,  and  inftcad  of  her  not  doing  any  thing  In  confequencc 
of  a  new  alliance,  the  novelty  would  be,  her  doing  any  thing  in 
confequence  of  the  old.  Were  he  her  advocate,  as  he  had  once 
been  called,  he  ihould  fey  that  (he  had  contributed  more  than  her 
fhare  to  the  purpofes  of  the  grand  confederacy.  She  had  completely 
extinguifhed  Jacobinifm  in  Poland,  which,  but  for  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain,  fhe^ould  not  have  done  ;  and  this  was  all  (he  would 
do.  Inftcad  of  appearing  in  an  honourable,  we  exhibited  ourfelves 
in  an  odious  point  of  view,  by  continuing  th»  war.  France  was 
inclined  to  peace  ;  the  allies  were  inclined  to  peace  ;  neutral  powers 
wiflicd  for  the  reftoration  of  peace  ;  and  Great  Britain  alone  was 
fhaking  the  torch  of  difcord.  It  was  faid  to  be  a  boldncfs  on  the 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  this  motion,  to  take 
the  reins  of  government  from  the  hands  of  Minifters.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  a  iporc  daring  boldnefs  in  thofe  Minifters,  who,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fupprefling  a  few  fpeculative  opinions,  would  deluge 
all  Europe  with  blood — would  involve  the  whole  world  in  war,  and 
cxtinguiOi  the  focial  happinefs  of  the  human  race.  The  Secretary 
at  War  had  faid,  that  none  but  Jacobins  cried  out  for  peace.  The 
fail  was  widely  diflferent.  The  induftrious  manufe6lurcr,  over- 
loaded with  taxes,  cried  aloud  for  peace.  The  Jacobins,  as  thofe 
men  were  termed  who  wiflied  for  a  radical  reform,  looked  on  Mi- 
nifters as  their  bcft  friends,  and  relied  onlj^on  a  continuance  of  the 
•war,  for  a  fall  attainment  of  their  favourite  objcdl.  Such  Jacobins 
were  not  numerous,  but  even  in  the  city  which  the  right  honourable 
gcntkman  reprcfentcd  (Norwich),  as  many  as  there  were  rcfufed 
to  fign  a  petition  for  peace,  becaufe  they  faid  that  the  continuance 
of  the  w^ar,  and  of  the  prefent  Minifters  in  office,  tended  moft  ef- 
fcftually  to  promote  their  views^  But  fuppofing  the  contrar)*,  and 
that  every  dHaffefted  pcrfdn  wiflicd  for  pcac<;,  was  thai  a  rcafon 
%hy  thiseountry  Ihould  tontinue  to  make  war  ?  DMtodb^K5(^6§f^" 
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tinucd,  he  would  afk,  in  another  point  of  view,  in  full  reliance  ort 
the  judgement  of  Miniftcrs — on  a  confidence  to  be  given  to  men, 
whofe  conduct,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  weakeft  and  the  moft  con- 
temptible that  had  ever  difgraccd  a  falling  country. 

He  entered  on  a  parallel  between  the  American  war  and  the  pre- 
fent.  The  hope  and  the  dcUifion  —the  Loyalifts  and  the  Royalifls, 
Mr.  Fox  obfcrvcd,  tallied  even  to  the  mi nutcft  point.  But  fup- 
pofe  our  prefent  objects,  if  fixed  objedls  we  had,  to  be  fully  attain- 
.ed.  Suppofe  Louis  XVII.  feated  on  the  throne,  and  the  emigrants 
reftored,  was  jt  to  be  expc£Ved  that  France  would  be  quiet  ?  No. 
The  fmaileft  knowledge  of  hiftory  forbade  fuch  a  fuppofition.  Could 
we,  under  the  reftorcd  race  of  the  Bourbons,  cxpeA  a  better  faith  ? 
No.  The  prefent  Government  of  France,  however  unftablc  it  may 
fecm,  offered  more  fecurity,  from  the  publicity  of  its  councils,  than 
could  be  expefled  from  the  dark  fecrefy  of  any  defpotifm'.  It  was 
in  this  Tt{fc6\  only  that  it  bore  ^my  refemblancc  to  our  Govern- 
ment ;  but  while  thus  qualified,  he  would  afk,  with  what  Prince 
on  the  Continent  could  we  treat  in  preference  ?  What  evil  coidd  rc- 
fult  from  our  recognition  of  the  Republic,  now  that  it  had  been  re- 
cognized by  the  Emperor  ?  Were  we  to  refufe,  merely  becaufe  Hol- 
land was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  French  Republic  ?  Thofe  who 
had  ufcd  this  argument  with  refpcdl  to  the  Netherlands,  fliould  fay, 
when  that  peace  was  to  be  cxpedlcd  which  muft  be  preceded  by  the 
re-conqucft  of  thofe  countries. 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  felt  indebted  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  introduced  this  motion,  becaufe  tlicoftcncr 
the  fubjedl  was  difcuffed,  the  more  he  was  convinced  the  war  would 
be  difapproved.  He  thought  that  peace  and*  conciliation  could  ne- 
ver be  fuggeftcd  too  frequently.  If  thefe  failed,  war  was  ftill  within 
our  reach,  but  the  latter  might  poflibly  be  continued  until  the  prof- 
fer of  conciliation  was  made  in  vain. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  find,  Sir,  I  ftiall  certainly  endeavour  to 
confine  what  I  have  to  fay  to  the  real  point  under  confidcration, 
and  muft  ftand  excufed  if  I  do  not  follow  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  laft  in  many  of  the  points  to  which  he  adverted.. 
I  impute  no  blame  to  rSf  honourable  friend  who  has  made  thisitw- 
tion,  tliough  I  lament  and  deplore  that  he  has  done  fo.  He  has 
acted,  no  doubt,  from  the  fulleft  convidtion  that  he  was  difchaigii* 
his  duty  to  his  conftituents  and  to  the  public  at  large.  A  great  deal 
has  been  faid  this  night  about  Holland  being  loft,  without  takii^  ^ 
into  confideration  all  the  circumftances  that  belong  to  the  cafe.  ^ 
is  not  my  bufinefs  at  prefent,  but  at  any  other  time  I  (hould  not  be 
unwilling  to  difcufs,  whether  it  was  not  of  immcafc^dvantagp 
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Europe  in  general  that  Holland  was  not  added  to  France  without  x 
ftruggic,  and  which  but  for  the  interference  of  this  country  would 
have  taken  place  two  years  ago.  This  union,  after  a  long  ftruggle, 
unfortunatey  I  admit*  in  the  iflue,  has  bccri  formed  chiefly  From 
that  country  indulging  ^unfounded  hopes  of  peace,  in  a  treaty  of  al- 
liance, which  has  ended  in  their  having  been  invaded  and  conquer- 
ed ;  in  their  having  fubn^itred,  being  promifed  protection,  and 
having  been  defrauded  of  four  millions  of  money.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  better  for  them  in  the  end,  but  it  .is  certainly  better  for  the  ftatc 
of  the  world,  however  unfortunate  it  may  be  for  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country,  at  the  prefent  moment,  that  they  were  united  to 
France  after  a  fcverc  and  unfuccefsful  ftruggle,  and  when  Holland 
is  no  great  acquifition  to  France,  inftead  of  being  nddcd  to  her,  as 
a  great  acceflion,  when  (he  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  power.  It  has 
been  argued  this  night,  that  this  country  enttrred  upon  the  prefent 
juft  and  neccffary  war  with  a  great  and  powerful  confederacy  in 
Europe,  and  I  admit  that  this  confederacy  is  narrowed  and  dimi- 
niflied.  But  I  would  afk,  whether  in  difcuiTmg  the  queftion  of 
peace  and  war,  we  have. not  furniftied  them  with  grounds  to  argue 
upon,  which  it  is  impoffible  they  could  have  had  without  the  exift- 
cnce  of  that  confederacy  ?  To  look  for  ncgociation  at  the  prefent 
moment  is  premature,  though  I  look  to  it  at  no  remote  period.  I 
have  no  objeftion,  were  it  connected  with  this  bufmefs,  to  follow 
my  honourable  friend  and  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  to  examine  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  this 
country,  and  compare  them  with  thofe  made  in  any  former  period, 
from  which  we  (hould  alearly  fee,  whether  greater  exertions  had 
ever  been  made  ;  and  whether  the  diftreffes  in  that  quarter  had  not 
been  aggravated  by  a  great  mortality,  and  other  accidental  caufes. 
But  I  come  to  the  queftion  immediately  before  us.  I  beg  leave  tou 
confidcr  what  that  queftion  is,  and  I  muft  fny,  that  my  honourable 
friend,  in  making  his  motion,  fuflTcred  himfelf  to  be  dcc£ivcd  in 
Ac  manner  of  ftating  it;  and  this  pervaded  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ment. His  ftatement  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  this:  Is  a 
peace  on  fair  and  honourable  terms  preferable  to  the  continuance  of 
the  war  ?  We  (hould  not  have  been  debating  here  fo  long,  if  this 
were  the  queftion ;  about  this  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion. 
But  the'queftion  is,  whether  a  peace  on  fair  and  honourable  terms, 
which  is  the  end  of  all  war,  is  more  likely  to  be  attained  by  ncgocia- 
tion at  the  prefent  moment,  than  by  a  continuance  of  the  war  ?  Are 
you  more  likely  to  arrive  at  a  better  and  more  fecure  peace  with  a 
rcafonable  profpeflt  of  permanency  on  fair  and  honourable  terms,  by 
a  continuance  of  . the  war  with  energy  and  vigour,  till  a  more  favoux:- 
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shle  opening  preTents  itfelf,  by  taking  fome  ftep  or  other  to  enooamg^ 
and  invite  n^ociation  ?  That  is  the  queffion  which  puts  away  at 
onee  all  the  declamations  of  the  advantages  of  peace,  whidi  nobody 
in  this  country  will  deny ;  where  the  rapid  cScAs  of  peace  have 
healed  wounds,  infinitely  grater  than  any  we  have  experienced  finc^ 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  by  repairing  lofles  far  more  a£* 
fe^ng  the  profperity  of  the  country  than  any  we  have  fuftained,  fo 
as  in  the  interval  of  a  few  years  to  make  us  almoft  forget  the  cala- 
mities of  former  wars. 

Sir,  that  being  the  flate  of  the  queftion,  I  medn  to  fubmit  to 
the  Houfe,  that  at  the  prefent  moment,  perfeverance  in  the  conteft 
is  more  wife  and  pfudent,  and  more  likely  in  the  end  to  cf£e&  a 
fafe,  lafting,  and  honourable  peace,  than  any  attempt  at  negociation. 
My  honourable  friend  does  not  chufe  to  ftate  that  this  country  oug^ 
to  take  the  firfl  fleps  to  peace,  and  he  claims  great  merit  for  his 
moderation  in  not  going  fo  far,  but  only  that  Miniders  ought  to 
receive  overtures.  Now  I  only  leave  to  fubmit,  whether  tlus 
be  not  only  taking  the  firft  ftep,  but  doing  it  in  the  moft  exception- 
able manner.  To  fay  it  is  not  an  overture  on  our  part,  if  wc 
have  received  no  intimation  whatever  from  the  Government  of 
France  to  treat ;  to  fay  wc  (hall  be  glad  to  treat,  is  what  no  man 
living  will  contend.  Where  the  overture  comes  from  the  Lcgifla* 
ture  of  the  country,  it  is  attended  with  a  degree  of  publicity  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  admits  is  one  of  the  merits  of  oor 
Condicution.  But  furely  this  mode  of  making  overtures  is  not  the 
moft  convenient,  inafmuch  as  it  makes  known  the  whole  terms  of 
peace  to  the  enemy>  and  leaves  no  power,  no  will  to  Minifters  to 
take  advantage  of  any  favourable  circumftances  that  may  occur. 
For  Aat  rcafon  it  is  that  the  Legiflature  does  not  ufually  interfere 
in  fuch  tranfadions,  as  the  true  ftate  of  thefe  tranfadiions  is  only 
fully  undcrftood  by  a  few,  and  therefore  it  has  been  wifely  committed 
to  the  Executive  Government.  Why  has  this  country,  which  is 
fo  jealous  of  its  rights  and  liberties,  and  which  has  fo  ftroi^y  for* 
(ificd  them,  entrufted  fucli  prerogatives  to  the  Crown  ?  Why  is 
the  making  of  peace  and  war,  and  other  prerogatives  whk^  form 
the  happinefsof  this  Conftitution,  entrufted  to  the  King?  Bccaufe 
it  has  been  found,  that  the  power  of  Parliament  was  fuiScient  fo 
prevent  the  Royal  prcrtigatiye  from  being  carried  beyond  proper  li- 
mits. I  fay  the  queftiou  is  then,  whether  you  will  &ep  forward, 
and  aftume  this  power  of  the  Crown  at  a  crifts  of  peculiar  delicacy? 
The  rig^K  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  was  of  opittioti  the 
French  Convention,  from  the  publicity  of  its  proceedings,  bore  a 
nearer  refemblmKe  to  the  Britift)  Conftitutioa,  than  the  CdnAitutkMi 
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of  anyodicr  countiy.    In  this  comparifon,  I  tnid,  it  was  not  meant 
to  be  carried  any  fkrthcr,  as  if  the  intercfts  of  this  country  were  to 
be  difcufled  in  one  popular  affcmbly.    I  hope  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  fo  much  in  love  vrith  France.    I  think,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  took  up  that  idea  rather  hafrily.    I  am  by  no 
means  certain,  nor  is  it  worth  while  here  to  examine,  whether  a 
dcfpotic  Government,  or  an  anarchical  Republic,  like  thatof  France, 
moft  nearly  refembles  the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  which  is 
removed  at  an  equal  diftancc  from  both  extremes.    The  publicity 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Convention  has  been  the  fourcc  of 
outrage,  horror,  and  difguft  to  every  feelir^  heart.    That  publi- 
city has  been  a  faithful  recorder,  and  an  accurate  witnefs  of  the 
enormity  of  their  procccdii^.    The  true  queftion  is,  whether  we 
arc  to  take  the  firft  ftep  towards  negociation,  or  to  go  on,  trufting 
to  the  Executive  Government  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  firft  fa- 
vourable moment  for  negociation,  and  in  the  mean  time  ftrcngthen- 
ing  the  hands  of  that  Government,  to  perfevcre  with  vigour  in  the 
conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged.  We  have  been  told,  that  although 
this  queftion  has  been  feveral  fimes  brought  forward,  it  has  never 
been  diredly  negatived.    I  contend  that  it  has  in  cfFe<ft  been  di- 
K&]y  negatived.    For  when  the  ♦motion  was  made  fome  time 
ago,  an  amendment  was  made  to  the  motion,  Rating,  that  we  were 
refolved  to  perfevere  in  the  conteft,  trufting  that  His  Majefty  would 
feize  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  that  prefented  for  treating  with 
fccurity.    I  beg  to  know,  whether  that  which  was  done  with  deli- 
beratbn,  was  not  negativing  the  motion.    Subfeqfuent  to  that,  this 
queftion  was  difcufled  again  and  aga^n,  and  this  Houfe  on  tliofe  oc« 
cafions  came  to  a  refolution,  that  it  did  not  conceive,  under  the  pre* 
fent  circumftanccs  of  the  countries,  negociation  was  a  meafure  ex- 
pedient to  be  adopted. 

But  another  queftion  here  arifcs.  Have  the  circumftanccs  and 
iituation  of  the  countiy  materially  altered  fince  the  laft  motion  on 
this  fubjedl^  or  (ince  my  honourable  friend  firft  found  himfelf  an 
advo:ate  for  negociation  ?  .  Has  the  pofturc  of  affairs  varied  finca 
that  time,  fo  as  to  make  negociation  more  eligible  at  the  prefent 
moment  than  it  was  at  any  former  period  ?  I  heard  my  learned 
fnend  ftatc  one  fe<£t  on  this  bufinefs,  which  no  evidence  can  con- 
tnuHA.  I  heard  him  with  pleafurc  ftate,  that  the  fituation  of 
France  was  now  fo  weakened  and  exhaufted  as  to  make  peace  with 
that  Govemnncnt,  though  not  fccure,  yet,  in  confequence  of  tiiat 
wcaknefs,  attended  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  fecurity.  That 
fomedung  more  of  this  fecurity  exifts  at  the  prefent  moment,  I  not 
only  admit,  but  contend^  that  the  profped  is  improving  every  day, 
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and  that  this  becomes  more  and  more  afcertaincd,  as  I  (hall  ftato 
before  I  fit  down.    But  is  this  a  rcafon  why  we  (hould'negociatc  at 
this  moment?    I  think  not..   From  fa<fts  that  are  notorious,  from 
things  known  to  the  world,  there  is  now  a  general  feeling  that  there 
is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  a  fenfe  of  fecurity  in  the  country,  when 
compared  with  the  alarming  uneafinefs  whidi  fome  time  ago  pre- 
vailed.   The  enemy  have  not  been  able  to  avail  themfelvcs  of  their 
fuccefs  and  acquifitions,  nor  have  they  acquired  folid  and  fubfhntial 
ftrength.    The  natural  anxiety  of  the  people  of  this  country  has  led 
^them  to  rqmark  the  progrefs  of  the  decay,  decline,  and  ruin  of  the 
enemy,  as  more  rapid  than  thcV  could  have  fbrefecn.     When  this 
bufinefs  was  formerly  difculfed,  it  was  ufcd  as  a  very  confiderable 
argument  againft  ncgociation,  that  from  our  fituation  then,  we  could 
not  hope  to  treat  with  France  on  terms  of  equality.    Is  tiot  this  ar- 
gument very  confiderably  ftrengthcned  at  this  moment,  when  you 
compare  the  ftate  of  this  country  and  France  ?  Exhaufted  and  wea- 
ried with  the  addition  of  your  own  weaknefs,  will  you  give  up  the 
contcft  in  defpair  r  We  fliould  then,  like  Holland,  have  to  confider 
what  indemnity  France  would  expctf^  of  us.    I  ftate  this  as  a  prac- 
tical obje(Sion,  and  wholly  independent  of  any  queftion  on  the  fe- 
curity of  negociation.    Thofc  *vho  argue  for  peace  confider  our  fitu- 
ation as  rendered  more  fit  for  ncgociation  in  this  way :   That  wc 
have  loft  our  allies,    by  ^vliich  we  are  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of 
weaknefs,  that  we  muft  liftcn  to  peace  ;  and  that  as  th<^'  have  dc- 
ferted  us,  it  is  unncccirary  to  obtain  their  c©nfent  to  enter  into  a 
ncgociation.    We  formerly  rcfufcd  to  treat  with  France  becaufe  we 
were  fatisfied  .fl:e  w:is  unable  to  maintain  that  peace  and  amity  that 
ought  to  prevail  among  neutral  nations.     Gentlemen  have  chofcn 
to  forget  all  the  arguments  ufcd  with  regard  to  acknowledging  the 
Republic  of  France.    We  refufed  to  treat  with  M.  Chauvelin  after 
the  unfortunate  murder  of  Louis  XVI.    We  refufed  to  acknow- 
ledge a.  Government  that  had  been  reeking  with  the  blood  of  their 
Sovereign.    Was  not  that  an  objcdion  not  to  acknowledge  them  at 
that  period  ?  The  murder  of  the  King  preceded  but  a  very  few  days 
the  declaration  of  war  againft  this  country. 

The  next  argument  is,  whether  you  would  diflionour  yourfclf  by 
acknowlcdgmg  a  Republic  that  might  endanger  your  own  indepen- 
dence, and  which  made  a  public  profeflionof  principles  which  went 
to  deftroy  the  independence  of  every  nation  of  Europe?  I  fay,  I 
will  not  aclcnowledgc  fuch  a  Republic.  The  qucftion  here  is  but 
fimply  whether  you  will  acknowledge  fo  as  to  treat  with  it  ?  It  is 
not,  nor  has  it  been,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  in- 
tcrcft  of  England,  not  from  any  one  circumftance,  but  from  tak\ns 
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b11  circutnftanccs  tc^cther,.  to  inftitute  a  negociation  with  the  ruling 
ixjwcrs  now  exifting  in  France. 

As  to  the  declaration  of  the  Emperor  to  the  Diet,  if  it  is  authcn- 
t'c,  that  he  fhould  be  h«ippy  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace, 
I  beg  leave  to  fay,  this  declaration  mud  be  fuppofcd  to  hind  the  Em- 
peror in  no  other  capacity  than  as  head  of  the  Empire;  and  I  am 
fure  they  cannot,  and  will  not  ftatc  tliat  tliat  precludes  him,  as 
Duke  of  Acifttia,  or  King  of  B<^hcnnn,  from  pcrfc^rming  any  agree- 
ment he  may  chocfc  to  enter  into/  on- his  own  fcparate  account,  in 
thofe  capacities.    As  the  head  of  tl.c  Empire,  he  might,  from  the 
prcfcnt  fituation  of  that  country,  think  it  wife  and  expedient  to  go 
beyond  the  line  he  may  chalk  cut  to  himfclf  as  a  Sovereign  Prince 
and  King,  as  King  of  Bohemia  and  Archduke  of  Auftria.  There 
may  be  clrcumftances  to  induce  him,  as  the  head  of  the  Empire,  to 
wilh  to  open  a  negociation  with  France,  rather  than  run  the  rifle 
of  a  fcparate  n^ociation,  thKuirfi  tiic  midium  of  the  King  of  Pruf- 
Jia,  cuntiary  to  the  Conftitution  ^-f  the  Germanic  body.    One  of 
the  next  pr,ints  relied  upcn,   and  imputed  rs  Msmc  to  Minifters, 
was  the  circumftancc  of  the  wnr  in  La  Vendee,  and  with  the 
Chouans  being  now  at  an  end.    I  do  not  fee  how  that  circumftancc 
can  attach  any  blame  to  Government.     It  has  been  ftatcd,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  La  Vendee  have  fubmitted  to  the  French  Republic. 
Whoever  has  converfcd  with  «;rntlcm.en  connng  from  France,  has 
been  made  acquainted  witli  the  I-tur.tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  La- 
Vendee  and  the  Chouans, '  as  well  as  from  the  Paris  ncwfpapcrs. 
Now  they  all  do  well  to  confide  r,  whether  the  French  Govern- 
ment can  have  any  degree  of  confidence,  that  they  can  reap  the  leaft 
advantage  from  that  union.    The  advantages  of  the  peace  in  that 
quarter  have  been  entirely  in  favour  of  Vendee  and  Britanny,  and 
not  of  the  Republic  ;  the  inhabitants  have  gained  by  the  treat)',  and 
loft  nothing.    The  Republic  has  no  right  to  any  acccflion  of 
ftrength  from  this  diftrict  of  tlie  kingdom.    W^erc  they  fubjcft  to 
requifitions  r  or  did  they  furnifh  recruits  for  the  army  ?  or  did  they 
increafe  the  trcafurc  of  the  country  ?  By  the  articles  of  their  fub- 
miflion  to  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  if  they  arc  reported  truly,  they 
are  in  fadl  an  independent  Government,  from  w  hich  what  are  called 
patriots  are  excluded.    The  ftate  of  La  Vendee  was  dircd^ly  the  re- 
verie of  that  of  Holland  ;  and  if  that  country  was  not  an  acceffion 
of  ftrcngth  to  the  Republic,  is  it  not  a  confeffion  of  the  wcaknefs  of 
the  Government,  that  they  found  themfelves  under  the  neceflity, 
notwithftanding  all  their  fplcndid  fuccefs,  to  enter  into  fuch  a  treaty 
as  a  Sovereign  would  never  have  entered  into  but  from  neceffity  ? 
But  there  is  another  circumftance  which  has  been  relied  upon,  ^ 
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and  which  I  muft  not  pafs  over  in  filence.  Among  other  events  oC 
the  day,  we  fee  that  Holland  and  France  have  entered  into  an  al- 
liance ;  and  that  Holland  is  to  fumifli  France  with  1 2  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  1 8  frigates.  The  prefent  ftate  of  HoUand,  makes  that 
circumftance  more  favourable  for  this  country  than  we  Iiad  reafon 
to  expeS  it  would  have  been  when  Holland  was  over-run  by  tb? 
French. 

The  queftion  is  whether  the  ftate  of  France  is  not  fo  weak ; 
whether  the  diftra(5tions  and  difturbances  of  the  countiy,  and  the 
difcofitents  of  the  people  are  not  fo  great,  as  are  likely  to  lead  to 
(bme  change  or  new  order  of  things,  more  favourable  than  any  that 
has  hitherto  appeared  P 

Firft,  as  to  the  weaknefs  of  France.  We  have  been  told  by 
the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  that  there  was  no  appearance  in 
France  of  the  relaxation  of  its  efforts ;  that  the  reign  of  terror  endc^ 
with  the  month  of  July  laft ;  and  fubfequcnt  to  that  period  dicy 
have  been  as  fuccefsful  as  ever.  But  furely  it  ts  not  very  wcMiderr 
^ul  to  any  one  who  ccnfiders  the  operations  of  that  great  and  cxtnir 
ordinary  machine  which  had  been  fct  in  motion  by  all  the  men  who 
were  put  in  a  ftate  of  rcquifition,  and  by  all  the  meretricious  trca- 
fore  that  was  amafled,  if  fomanycaufes,  operating  fo  long,  thecf- 
fcfts  were  not  to  ceafe  as  immediately  as  the  caufes.  The  effcfls  in 
their  operation  furvive  the  caufes ;  but  have  the  French  acquired 
frcfli  vigour  ?  Whoever  has  taken  any  pains  to  look  at  the  number 
and  efforts  of  their  armies,  and  ftate  of  the  provifions  and  maga- 
T.incs,  and  attends  to  the  manner  in  which  requlfitions  have  been 
carried  on  ;  whoever  reads  the  accounts  the  Members  of  the  Con- 
▼emion  give  of ' thcmfel ves  ;  whoever  reads  their  fpecchcs  ;  when- 
ever trufts  to  their  own  account  of  themfclvcs ;  thcfc  all  prove  that 
the  vigour  and  exertion  of  that  country  have  been  evidently  di- 
minifhing. 

In  the  next  place,  look  at  the  ftate  of  their  affignats,  which  for 
a  long  time  has  been  the  fubjedl  of  a  great  deal  of  anxious  attention 
to  the  Convention.  They  have  been  emploj  ed  aliTtoft  jn  a  perpe- 
tual conteft  about  two  things  to  make  a  Conftitutton,  and  to  raifc 
their  credit,  by  preventing  an  unlimited  number  of  aftignats  coining 
into  circidation.  They  therefore  paffcd  a  decree  to  withciraw  accr- 
t»in  number  of  them  to  raifc  their  credit.  The  nominal  value  of 
affignats  was  only  25I.  per  cent.  At  prefent  they  are  fomcwhat 
Icfs  than  5I.  per  cent.  Their  expenditure  is  incredible;  laft  nwnth 
it  amounted  to  27  millions  ftcrling,  which  is  more  than  is  wanted 
by  Great  Britain  in  the  courfe  of  a  year.  This  expencc  amounts  ta 
324  millions  ftcriing  per  ann.  which  exceeds  the  whole  national 
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4cht  of  Oxeit  Britain.  The  commerce  of  that  country  U  totally 
extinguiflied,  and  a  portion  of  bankruptcy  mixes  itfelf  with  every 
tranCidion. 

The  next  article  Is  the  price  of  provifions^  refpedling  which  t 
have  received  a  great  deal  of  authentic  information.  I  have  received 
a  great  variety  of  infbrmadon  on  this  fubjed  within  thefe  few  days ; 
indeed  I  may  by  within  diefe  few  hours,  and  the  price  of  provlfions 
is  fo  Very  high,  and  icarcity  prevails  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  muft 
all  great  and  extenfive  operations. 

In  the  next  place,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  provifions  for 
the  French  army  and  navy  will  in  future  be  fo  regularly  fupplied  as 
they  hitherto  have  been.  I  have  fomc  accounts  of  provifions  being 
relanded  from  on  board  Ibme  of  the  (hips  at  Brefi ;  and  the  city  of 
Paris  has  been  fupplied  by  pittances  from  the  army  on  the  Khine* 
Expreflions  of  difcontcnt  are  not  confined  to  individuals,  but  are 
ncnd,  and  fuch  as  come  home  to  the  door  of  every  individual  in 
Fiance.  What  will  be  the  cffe€t  of  this  complicated  preiTw^,  bow 
long  it  may  be  continued,  or  what  order  of  things  may  idtimately 
rife  out  of  it,  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  fay.  But  1  think  it  may  pro^ 
duee,  and  probably  at  no  great  diftance  of  time,  fome  new  order  of 
tfiings,  more  friendly  to  a  general  pacification,  and  to  a  regular  ir^ 
teroouxfe  with  the  other  eftabliihed  powers  of  Europe.  Such  is  the 
profpeS  for  an  order  of  things  more  fatisfad^ory  than  we  have  feen 
at  any  former  period.  But  bccaufe  you  have  fuch  a  profpeA  at  thi« 
moment,  you  are  by  no  means  certain  that  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace  could  be  obtained.  That  is,  at  this  moment,  premature ; 
but  a  continuance  of  your  perfcverancc  fome  time  longer,  will,  in 
all  probability  produce  that  happy  efFeft.  Compare  the  (ituation  and 
refiiuroes  of  this  country,  feeling  for  the  buixHens  of  the  country, 
which  muft  be  felt  by  the  poor  and  induftrious  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  deploring  their  neceiTity  as  they  muft  obftrucl  the  incrcafing 
weahh  of  the  country.  Look  alio  at  the  manufadures  and  trade 
and  revenue,  and  compare  it  with  the  expences  of  the  war.  Com- 
pare the  annual  expenditure  of  20  or  25  millions  fterling,  to  the 
enormous  fum  of  27  millions  fterling  per  month,  or  324  millions 
per  annum,  the  fum  yearly  expended  by  France.  After  you  have 
made  thcfc  coniparifons,  tell  me  whether  you  will  lay  afide  your  ex- 
ertions, under  the  peculiar  circumftances  in;  which  you  are  now 
placed.  You  have  laid  on  taxes  unprecedented  in  their  amount, 
but  at  the  fame  time  having  the  fatisfadion  to  know  that  they  are 
borne  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  without  atry  material  fevere 
preffure. — ^You  are  provided  therefore  with  the  moft  ample  and  li- 
beral fupplics  for  the  prefcat  campaign.    But  is  that  the  cafe  with 
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France  ?  No.  Every  month,  every  week,  is  an  ^(ddidonal  ftrairi 
of  the  new  machine,  and  they  are  not  provided  with  any  adequate 
funds  for  that  enormous  expence  which  I  have  mentions^,  but  muft 
raifc  it  all  by  forded  means,  by  requifidons,  by  robbery,  and  plun- 
der. I  have  trefpitFed  toD  long  on  the  patience  'of  the  Houfe.  I 
conclude  by  obfjrvlAj  again,  that  I  was  for  a  more  favourable  order 
of  things,  and  I  cannot  therefore  approve  of  any  attempt  at  nego- 
ciation  at  this  moment :  but  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  .wai* 
for  a  ftiort  time,  we  have  every  reafonable  profped  that  we  (hall  be 
able  to  procure  for  ourfelves  a  folid,  permanent  and  honourable 
peace. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  in  reply  combated  the  charge  of  incon* 
fiftency  which  had  been  objeded  to  him.  He  had,  it  was  true, 
fuppotted  the  war ;  but  a  change  of  circumdances  made  him  now 
with  to  terminate  it.  He  did  not  make  his  prefent  motion  from 
any  love  of  French  principles  ;  he  detefted  them  ;  and  having  turned 
bis  mind  to  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeft  as  much  as  any  gende- 
man,  the  efftA  of  fuch  confideration  led  him  to  think,  that  the 
French  faflions  were  influenced  by  a  love  of  power,  and  not  of 
liberty.  He  reCpcded  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  ;  and  though  it  might  have  great  weight  in 
forming  his  judgement,  yet  that  judgement,  when  once  formed, 
and  the  rcfult  of  much  thought  and  inquiry,  he  could  not  give  up, 
out  of  refpedl  to  him,  whatever  confidence  he  may  place  in  his  wif- 
dom  or  integrity.  Mr.  Wilberforce  concluded  by  faying,  How- 
ever, Sir,  this  motion  may  terminate,  I  have  the  fatisfafHon  to 
think  that  I  have  done  my  duty,  *  liberavi  animum  nuum,  and  I  am 
not  anfwerablc  for  the  event." 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day  i 
Ayes  201  ;  Noes  86. — Majority  115. 

Lift  of  the  MINORITY  who  voted  for  Mr.  Wilbcrforce's  Modon. 

Antonic,  Lee 
Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Aofon,  Thomas 
Baring,  Sir  Francis 
Bankes,  Henry 
Barham,  J.  F. 
Barclay,  George 
Ballard,  J.  P. 
Browne,  F.  J* 
Bullock,  John 
Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward 
Bouvcrie,  Hon « William 
Builery  Joha 


Great  Harlow 
Clitheroe 
Litchfield 
Wycombe 
Corff  Gallic 
Stockbridge 
Bridport 
Devon  County 
Dorfet  County 
ElXex  County 
Northampton 
Old  Sarum 
Exeter 
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Burch,  J.  R. 
Byng,  George 
Clayton,  Sir  ll« 
Church,  J,  B. 
Colhouiif  William 
Coke,  D.  Parker 
Crcfpigny,  T.  C. 
-  Curwcn,  J,  Chridiaa 
Crewe,  John 
Duncombe,  Henry 
Davcrs,  Sir  Charles 
.  Dimfdale,  £aron 
Dolbcn,  Sir  VVilliam 
Feat  her  {lone.  Sir  Henry 
Folkes,  Sir  M.  B. 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C;  J, 
Francis,  Philip 
Grey,  Charlea 
Gafcoigne,  Sir  Thomas 
Hare,  James 
Harcourt,  Joha 
Halhed,  N.  B. 
Hill,  Sir  Richard 
Hofvard,  Henry 
Huffey,  William 
Jekyll,  Jofcph 
Jcrvoifc,  C.  Jcrvoifc 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Knight^  R.  Payne 
Lambton,  William  Henry 
Langfton,  John 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Long,  Samuel 
Ludlow,  £arl 
Lcchmcre,  Edmund 
Martin,  James, 
Mainwaring,  William 
Maitland,  Hon,  Thomas 
M*Leod,  General  N. 
^    Milner,  Sir  William 
Milnes,  R.  S. 
Milbanke,  Ralph 
Moyftyn,  Sir  R, 
North,  Dudley 
Picrfc,  Henry 
Philips,  J.  G. 
P)umer,  William 
Ppwlett,  W.  Powlctt 
Ponman,  H.  B. 
Rawdoo,  Hon.  Joha 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
RuiTell,  Lord  Joha 

Vol.  XLI, 


Thetford 

Middlefcx  County 

Blechingly 

Wcndovcr 

Bedford 

Nottingham 

Sudbury 

Carliflc 

Chcftiirc  County 
York  County 
St.  Edmond  sBury 
Hertford 

Oxford  Univcrfity 
Portfraouth 
Lynn 
Taviftock 

Cumberland  County 

Weftmlnftcr 

Blechingly 

Northumberland  County 

Arundel 

Knarelborough 

Ilchcftcr 

Lymington 

Salop  County 

Arundel 

New  Sarum 

Calne 

Yarmouth,  Iflc  of  Wight 
Lewes 

Ludlow 

Durham 

Bridgwater 

Cornwall  County 

Ilcheftcr 

Huntingdonfhirc 

Worceitcr 

Tewkcfbury 

Middlefex  County 

Jedburgh,  &c. 

Invemefsihire 

York 

ditto 

Durham  County 
FlintOiire 
Great  Grimlby 
Northallerton 
Cacrmanhen  County 
Hertfordihire 
Totnefs 
Wells  , 
Appleby 
Newcaftlc 
Taviflock 


$1 


Digitized  by 


Google   


4t6 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  I79S- 


Ruflcll,  Lord  William 
Shuckburgh,  Sir  George 
Smith,  General 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Smith,  William 
Start,  Charles 
Sr.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Turicton,  General 
Thornton,  Robert 
Thornton,  Henry  J, 
Thorold,  Sir  Joha 
Vyner,  Robert 
Vyncr,  Rr.  jun. 
Wcftcrn,  C.C, 
Whitbread,  Samuel,  jun. 
Winningion,  Sir  Eiivv. 
Wilbrahani,  Roger 
Wilbcrforce,  Williara 
Wynne,  R.  W, 
Wyndham,  Hon.  P.  C. 


^  Southwark 
Lincoln  County 


Lincoln  Count/ 


Surrey  County 
WarwickQiirc 
Warcham 
ditto 

Cam  el  ford 
Lridport  -* 
Bcdtordihirc 
Poole 


Liverpool 
Colcheiler 


Maiden 
Bedford 
Droitwich 
Bodmyn 


Thirlk 


York  County 
Denbeigh  Co 
Midhura 


ounty 


TILLERS. 


Henry  Bankes 


J.  Jekyll. 


TIjurfJay,  2%/h  April. 


This  being  the  day  appointtd  for  the  Call,  {hangers  were  not 
admitted.  We  underftantl,  however,  that  as  foon  as  the  Houre 
met,  a  motion  was  made  to  poftponc  the  Call  till  to-romrow  week; 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Call 
fiio'uld  be  difchan^ed. 

After  fome  debate  the  Houfe.  divided, 

For  difcharging  the  Call  34  ;  Againft  it  go. 

The  Call  was  then  poftponed  till  Friday  Cs'ennight. 

A  Motion  was  made,  that  no  Member  (hould  pre&ine  to  quit 
town  without  leave  of  abfence. 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a  debate,  in  which  Ac  ftibjefil  of  the 
prince  of  Wales's  debts  was  allufled  to,  as  a  reafon  in  fupportof  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  introdudlion  of  the  Prince's  debts  into  the  debate,  to  ftatc, 
that  the  mode  which  he  meant  to  propofc  was,  that  the  quantum 
of  the  income  to  be  granted  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  (hould  be  dif- 
cuffed  feparatcly  from  the  debts— that  the  queftion  of  how  much, 
and  whether  any  part  of  that  income  Ihould  be  appropriated  to  die 
payment  of  the  debts,  would  come  next  under  difcuffion  \  but  diat 
in  the  debate  on  Monday  next,  relative  to  the  debts,  no  fpcdfic  part 
of  tlie  income  could  be  appropriated-~but  that  it  could  <ndy  tben  t)l 
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determined,  Mrhcthcr  any  part  ihould  be  appropriated :  —the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  would  not  come  regularly  into  the  debate  till  the 
Kll  that  might  be  brought  in  (hould  be  in  a  Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  ftatcd,  that  what  he  wifhcd  was,  that  the  income 
ibould  go  on,  independently  of  any  otlicr  confidcration,  and  th^t  it 
ftould  not  interfere  with  the  fubjeft  of  the  debts.  From  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  opencd^W  bufincfs  to  the  Houfc,  he 
had  conceived  ttiat  the  income  was  to  have  b^  kept  feparate  from 
Ac  debts. 

Mr,  RYDER  faid,  that  the  mode  by  which  it  was  propofed  to 
get  rid  of  one  inconvenience,  tended  to  introduce  another.  Mr.  Fox 
had  wifhed  to  feparate  the  debts  from  the  income,  and  to  vote  tbo 
income  firft.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  re«olle<St 
that  thcnjgh  the  Houfe  might  be  tempted  to  grant  a  large  income^ 
if  a  part  of  it  were  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  debts, 
yet  that  they  might  not  be  induced  to  grant  fo  large  an  income^  if 
part  of  it  were  not  to  be  appropriated  to  fuch  payment. 

Mr.  FOX  fuggeft'-.d,  that  a  fubjeft  not  bang  fimple  in  all 
parts,  afforded  no  reafon  againft  attempting  to  make  it  as  fimple  as 
pdTible. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  two  feparate  in- 
ftrnftions  neceffary,  firft,  for  the  regulation  of  the  expence  in  order 
to  prevent  any  dctots  being  contra<ftcd  in  future ;  and  fecondly,  for 
the  liquidation  of  thofe  debts  already  contraftcd.  In  one  drcum- 
fiance,  he  confcffcd,  that  he  had  experienced  fome  degree  of  difap- 
pcrintment ;  he  had  hoped  that  the  notice  now  given  of  the  bill  in- 
tended' to  be  brought  in  would  have  produced  fome  communication 
to  the  Houfe,  from  tlie  illuftrious  pcrfonage  moft  immediately  in- 
tcrcftcd  in  the  tranfaftion. 

Mr.  GREY  profeffed  himfelf  flill  of  his  former  opinion,  that 
no  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  the  debts,  and  that  every  application 
for  their  payment  ought  to  be  refilled.  He  confidercd  a  pofitive  re- 
fiifal  as  die  only  anfwer  which  ought  to  be  given  to  a  propofition  for 
the  payment  of  debts  which  never  ought  to  have  been  contrafted. 
To  thofe,  however,  who  thought  otherwife,  he  could  not  help  re- 
marking, that  the  queftion  was  unfairly  put.  It  was  ftated,  that 
tfiey  were  only  called  upon  to  vote  for  fuch  a  fum  as  abftradtcdly 
coiifidered,  was  adequate  to  the  purpofes  of  a  proper  eftablifhment 
for  the  Prince  bf  Wales,  while  at  the  fame  time  it  was  fuggefted, 
that  they  ought  to  vote  for  the  particular  fum,  with  a  view  to  the 
portion  to  be  annually  appropriated  for  the  pa3rment  of  debt.  Let 
the  Houfe  then  be  undeceived ;  let  them  not  by  this  unfair  mode  of 
Mending  the  queflian  be  led  away  with  the  idea^  thsit  they  are  orif 
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voting  a  proper  cftablifliment,  vrhilc  they  are  in  faS  caljcd  upon  for 
the  payment  of  debts.  If  the  honour  of  the  Royal  fiimily  had  been 
confulted,  a  different  proceeding  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been 
adopted.  The  Minifter  would,  in  the  firft  inilance,  have  comfc  to 
the  Houfe  for  a  proper  eftabliflimcnt,  and  then  an  exprcfs  meflage 
niight  have  been  brought  down  from  His  Majcfty,  with  the  confcnt 
of  the  Prince,  praying  for  relief,  with  refpeft  to  the  debts  which 
had  been  unfortunately  contrafted.  This  would  have  been  much 
better  than  the  prcfent  mode  of  proceediQg,  which  had  the  ignomi- 
nious appearance  of  tying  down  the  Prince  without  his  own  confent. 
,,The  whole  of  the  tranfadlion,  however,  as  it  ftood  with  refpeA  to 
^thc  debts,  he  muft  again  ftate,  met  with  his  dixe€t  difapprobation. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  faid,  that  he  confidercd  as  pcrfeOly  fair  the 
notice  which  liad  been  given  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
»  He  had  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  meaning  to  bring  forward  a  pro- 
'^pofition  that  the  whole  of  the  augmentation,  65,000!.  (hould  be 
applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts.    The  remaining  65,000!. 
^  Ihould  leave  the  Prince  to  difpofe  of  as  he  pleafcd,  without  any 
Jpiltation  as  to  his  not  contra^ing  farther.    He  tnifted  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  underftood  too  well  the  fenfe  of  tlie  Houfe  with  rc- 
fj)c6l  to  the  prefcnt  tranfaction,  to  incur  the  rifque  of  fuch  a  ftep  in 
^ture.    l(  he  (hould,  however,  again  prefumc  to  run  in.  ddit, 
'  .the  confequences  might  be  fuch  as  it  would  neither  be  pleafant  for 
that  Houfe  to  take,  nor  for  him  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  remarked  that  tlic  prefcnt  conveifation 
was  not  ftriflly  in  order.  By  the  mode  of  proceeding  which  he  had 
adopted,  he  wi(hed  the  Houfe  to  difcufs,  firft,  what  income  oi:^t 
to  be  given  to  the  Prince,  and  next,  what  provifion  (hould  be  fct 
apart  out  of  that  income,  for  the  liquidation  of  debt.  He  wifbed 
them  firft  to  difpofe  of  the  general  queftion,  in  order  that  they  might 
.come  to  the  particular  difcuflion  in  the  Committee.  By  the  notice 
which  he  had  given,  he  did  not  intend,,  that  on- Monday  next  they 
Ihould  difcufs  what  appropriation  (hould  be  made  for  the  payment 
of  debt,  but  only  whether  ther^  (hould  be  any  appropriation  at  all  i 

A  motion  was  made  that  Mr.  Charles  Yorkc  have  leave  to  go 
out  of  town  on  public  affairs,  which  was  explained  to  be  to  attend 
his  duty  as  a  field-officer.  After  fome  converfation,  in  which  it 
was  ftated  that  every  regiment  had  three  field-officers,  any  one  of 
whom  was  equivalent  to  the  difchaige  of  the  nece{rary  duty,  the 
Houfe  divided. 

For  the  motion,  52. — Againft  it,  59. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  Capt.  Berkeley  have  leave  to.  go 
out  of  town^  being  ordered  to  join  his  (hip.    The  cafe  of  a  naval 
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officer  being  underflood  to  be  an  exception  to  the  principle  adopted 
in  the  former  docifion,  the  motion,  after  foone  converfation^  was 
agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  no  motion  be  made  for  Members  to  go 
out  of  town,  except  between  the  hours  of  four  and  five.— Ordered. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  down  a  copy  of  General 
Mycr*  saffidavit.-— Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dundas  again  deferred  his  India  Budget  to  Monday,  the 
8th  of  June  ;  dating  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  any  gentleman  had 
cccaiion  for*  that  day,  he  was  perfedlly  ready  to  give  it  up. 

Captain  BERKELEY  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  felling  of  ale  without  licences.— Granted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into 
ti  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  Convention  between  His 
Majcfty  and  the  Emperor. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  important  as  he  felt  thi^  mea- 
furc  to  be,  as  many  of  the  confiderations  connefted  with  it  had 
been  involved  in  other  difcuiTions,  and  even  in  that  which  had  laft 
taken  place,  he  fhould  not  have,  occafion  to  trouble  the  Houfe  at 
length.  It  did  not  occur  to  him  to  be  neceffary  to  fay  any  thing  at 
prefent  as  to  the  propriety  and  reafonablenefs  of  availing  ourfelves  of 
every  means  of  afliftance  for  the  vigorous  ptofecution  of  the  cpnteft 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  or  as  to  the  expediency  of  fecuring  to 
ourfelves  in  the  way  propofed  by  this  convention,  the  co-operation 
of  ib  great  a  military  power  as  the  Emperor.  The  Hpufe  had  al- 
ready decided  on  thofc  points.  They  had,  however,  refcrved  to 
themfclves,  when  the  conditions  (hould  be  laid  before  them,  to 
judge  both  as  to  the  fecurity  afforded  for  the  affiftance,  to  the  extent 
to  which  it  had  been  ftipulated,  and  for  the  repayment  of  the  fums 
advanced.  When  the  mefTage  was  originally  brought  down,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  with  a  view  to  a  larger  fum,  ftill  more  extenfivc 
co-operation  might  not  have  been  required  than  that  which  was  now 
fixed.  The  advances  that  had  been  already  made  went  to  the  ex- 
ceedings  above  the  four  millions ;  they  amounted  to  about  5  50,000!. 
From  the  general  vote  of  the  Houfe  on  the  former  occafion,  he  col- 
leded  that  this  fum  would  fufliciently  meet  with  their  approbation. 
He  then  entered  into  a  recapitulation  of  the  Convention  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  the  fecurity  afforded  for  the  performance  of  the 
itipulations,  and  the  payment  of  the  fum.  Every  precaution  bad 
been  taken  that  could  tend  to  render  the  tranfadlion  fafe  or  advan- 
tageous to  us.  A  confiderable  delay  had  taken  place,  which  had 
been  full  of  anxiety  to  thofe  concerned  in  the  fpeculation,  as  they 
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were  obliged  to  have  their  money  in  readinefs.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  had  fotmcrly  ftatcd>  that  the  tranfafition  did  not  prcfcnt 
a  very  advantageous  profped  to  the  fubfcribcrs.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, the  revcrfe  veas  the  cafe,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  geniktnen 
•would  rejoice  in  the  circumftance/both  as  a  fymptom  of  the  flourifh- 
ing  ftatc  of  public  credit,  and  as  it  was  fair  that  thofe  who  had  run 
the  rif(}ue,  (hould  likcwife  reap  the  advantage  of  any  change  that 
had  taken  place.  With  refpeft  to  the  fubfcribers,  therefore,  he 
fhould  confider  that  the  difcuffion  flood  prccifely  on  the  fame  footing 
as  formerly.  He  did  rtot  confider  it  neccffary  for  him  to  fay  more, 
except  he  Ihould  have  occafion  to  add  any  thing  in  the  way  of  ex- 
planation.   He  concluded  with  moving  the  following  rcfolution. 

Rcfolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  pro- 
vifion  fhoiild  be  made  for  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  dividend 
of  4,6oo,oool.  provided  by  the  convention  between  his  Imperial 
Majcfty  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  4th  of  May  1 795." 

After  making  his  motion,  he  ftated,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
propofe  to  the  fubfcribers  an  additional  (hilling,  long  annuities ; 
but  of  this  it  was  not  ncceffary  to  fay  any  thing  now,  as  the  addidon 
could  only  be  voted  in  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  fliould  not,  on  the  prcfent  occafion,  go  at 
large  into  the  general  arguments  on  the  fup^fed  policy  of  the  fubjcft 
now  before  the  Committee ;  becaufe  there  was  not  that  attendance 
•which  he  thought  the  matter  demanded.  It  was -therefore  exceed- 
ingly probable  that  he  fhould  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  it  at 
a  future  period,  if  he  fhould  find  it  taken  up  in  the  manner  whkh 
a  thing  fo  very  ferious  and  extraordinary  in  his  opinion  defervcd.  But 
he  could  not  help  making  fome  obfcrvations  upon  it  now.  When 
this  bufinefs  was  before  the  Houfe  on  a  former  day,  they  were  to!d 
that  four  millions  were  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  on  condition 
of  his  providing  two  hundred  ,  flioufand  men  for  the  common  caufei 
as  it  was  termed,  but  that  if  he  Should  provide  a  larger  army,  it 
was  faid  that  there  fhould  be  no  obje6Hon  on  our  part  to  grantii< 
him  the  ftim  of  fix  millions ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  the  Emperor  had 
received  (omt  of  tliis  money  in  part  of  the  whole  loan  ;  and  at  that 
time  it  was  not  known  how  the  propofals  would  be  accepted  in 
■Vienna.  The  hfk  now  was,  that  he  was  to  receive  four  millions 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  over  and  above  the  fums  which  had 
been  already  advanced  to  him.  What  was  the  confequcnceof  diis? 
Did  the  Emperor  undertake  to  fumifh  more  than  tlie  two  hundit^ 
thoufand  men  ?  No  fuch  thing ;  and  it  now  appeared  that  the  Eiri- 
peror  had  never  agreed  to  what  had  been  ftated  to  the  Houfe.bjr  the 
Miniftcr.    Perhaps  it  was  not  crimifial  on  the  part  of  our  Govcrn- 
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inent  to  advance  the  money  vUch  the  Emperor  had  adually  re. 
cdved ;  but  he  was  fure  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  have 
more  and  better  information  than  the  Minlikrs  had  been  pleafed  to 
give  them,  before  the/ agreed  |Co  a  propofition  which  was  both  dan- 
gerous and  alarming.  There  f  was  a  rumour  that  this  faithful  ally 
of  ours  had  a£ted  in  a  manner  not  very  confident  witli  the  chara£ter 
which  had  been  given  him;  if  that  rumour  be  true,  we  were  about 
to  proceed  upon  very  important  bufinefs  indeed,  without  the  leafl 
jccurity  that  we  (hould  not  be  deceived.  It  had  been  faid,  that 
when  the  Briti(h  and  allied  armies  were  in  a  fituation  of  the  greateft 
peril,  and  when  a  delay  of  only  twenty-four  hours  of  the  Audrians 
would  have  been  efleniial,  diat  delay  bad  been  refufed  by  his  Inv 
penal  Majefty ;  and  the  iilence  of  the  Minifter  upon  that  fubjefi 
made^Mr.  Fox  think  that  this  rumour  was  well  founded.  Wt 
had  continued  to  pay  the  Emperor  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  i| 
month  after  he  had  defened  us.  When  an  inquiry  was  propofed  to 
be  made  into  this  bufinefs,  we  were  told  there  were  fome  diiEculties 
in  the  way  of  an  explanation.  He  would  afk,  was  that  an  anfwev 
to  a  Houfe  of  Commons  called  upon  to  yote  away  by  millions  thff 
public  money  ?  It  was  objeelcd  to  by  many,  and  by  him  particularly 
00  the  difcuflion  of  the  Pruffian  treaty,  that  we  (hould  pay  our  mo* 
ney  in  fuch  laige  fums  without  having  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
correctly  how  former  engagements  had  been  fulfilled.  The  Houfe 
was  told  they  could  not  have  any  prccife  informatbn,  becaufe  the 
n^ulat  returns  of  the  operations  of  the  armies  had  not  been  made. 
This  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  fcandalous  omifiion.  He  difapproved 
of  the  Pruffian  treaty  ;  but  that  treaty  contained  an  article,  by  whicK 
we  were  entidcd  to  call  for  an  account,  but  which  we  never  knew 
how  far  it  tiad  been  enforced  becaufe  no  inquiry  had  been  inftituted. 
But  in  this  treaty  there  was  no  fuch  power  in  point  of  and  yet 
we  had  been  careful  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  it.  If,  in  one 
month,  the  Emperor  (hould  fail  in  the  performance  of  his  engage- 
ment, we  m^ht  have  corred  information,  but  we  had  no  means 
to  prevent  that  failure.  It  had  been  ftated  that  we  were  not  anfwer- 
abk  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  loan,  if  the  Emperor  (hould 
fail;  we  were  anfwerable  only  for  the  dividends  from  time  to  time 
as  the  failure  (hould  occur.  He  really  thought  this  curious.  He 
could  not  help  fmiling  at,  although  he  had  heard  that  ignorance  is 
apt  to  fmile.  He  was  really  too  (lupid  to  fee  the  diftind^ion  between 
bdi^  anfwerable  for  the  whcAe  fum,  and  paying  for  ever  the  dividends 
that  flnll  become  due  upon  it.  The  diftin£tion  between  that  and 
(ayii>g  a  fum  of  money  he  did  not  comprehend.  He  wifhed  to 
ipofw  upon  wkit  our  fecuri^  rt&cd  with  regard  to  this  lo^.  Hp 
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fhoiild  be  anfwered,  no  doubt,  on  the  punftuality  of  die  payments 
of  the  Emperor  :  now  ujxDn  this  he  wi(hed  for  fomc  explanation  be- 
fore the  Houfc  proceed  farther  in  this  bufincfs.    There  were  fome 
peripns,  and  he  confcflcd  he  was  one  of  that  number,  who  had 
fome  doubts  concerning  this  punduality,  as  well  as  refpeAing  the 
fulfilment  of  the  military  engagements  of  his  Imperial  Majcfty; 
and  thefe  were  points  which  required  a  good  deal  of  explanation. 
Here  Mr.  Fox  read  an  extraS  of  a  letter  from  a  perfon  at  Vienna  to 
his  correfpondent  here,  ftating  that  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  come 
to  a  refolvrtion  not  to  pay  dividends  of  old  loaas  to  any  perfons  refi- 
dent  in  France  ;  and  to  another  rcfolution,  not  to  pay  any  ,  perfons 
who  had  not  emigrated  from  France— that  was  to  fay,  the  Emperor 
would  not  pay  except  where  emigration  was  proved.    Sums  of  mo- 
ney were  due  to  a  religious  order  in  France,  and  the  Emperor  faid 
he  would  not  pay  them  unlefs  they  proved  they  had  emigrated  from 
France :  and  by  the  fecond  refolution,  he  faid  he  would  not  pay 
them,  becaufe  they  happened  to  be  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  at 
the  time  the  French  over-ran  that  quarter.    In  anfwer  to  the  Mi- 
nifter's  affertion,  that  we  had  made  good  ufc  of  our  credit,  by  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  he  obferved  there  were  two  arguments  againft 
fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding — Firft,  it  was  not  honourable,  for  the 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  fell  the  intcreft  of  the  public  credit  i 
and,  fccondly,  if  it  was  to  be  fold,  it  fhould  be  fold  for  what  it  was 
really  worth.    But  as  to  the  idea  that  the  Emperor  intended  to  keep 
his  engagements,  he  hoped  he  did ;  but  thenlhe  Houfc  of  Com* 
mons  of  Great  Britain  ought  to  inquire  whether  he  was  able  as  well 
sis  willing.    It  was  not  the  time  now  to  go  at  large  into  the  general 
qucftion  of  the  policy  of  this  loan.    But  there  was  another  point 
extremely  important  indeed,  and  which  ought  to  be  attended  to  by 
that  Houfc.    He  faw  in  this  convention  no  ftipulation  that  the  Em- 
peror (hould  not  make  a  feparate  peace.    On  the  contrary  it  was 
carefully  avoided ;  and  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  this  convention 
was  (igncd  at  Vienna  at  the  very  time  that  the  Emperor  publiihcd 
the  refcript  to  the  Diet  of  RatiAon,  the  fubftancc  of  which  was 
pretty  well  known.    The  Minifter  infifted  that  this  matter  was  dif- 
cuffcd  yefterday,  and  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  made  it  unnecefiaiy 
to  difcufs  that  bufincfs  again.    Now  he  faw  it  in  the  dire<St  con- 
trary view.    What  was  the  queilion  laft  night?    It  was  this: 
Whether  it  was  wife  and  judicious  for  one  of  the  contedcratcs 
againd  France,  viz.  Great  Britain,  to  negociatewith  Prance  at  this 
time  ?   What  was  the  determination  of  the  Houfe  upon  that  fub- 
}ctk  ?     It  was  this — That  it  would  be  unwife  in  us  to  do  any  thing 
riiat  could  tend  to  weaken  that  confederacy.    A  decifiop  which  ha 
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hy  no  means  applauded,  but  fuch  was  the  decifion.  And  yet  it 
was  this  moment  propofed,  by  the  refolution  before  the  Committee, 
that  we  (hould  embark  our  credit  with  one  of  the  members  of  that 
very  confederacy,  who  had  done  the  very  thing  which  the  decifion 
of  the  Houfe  laft  night  pronounced  to  be  fo  dangerous.  He  thought 
the  refcript  authentic.  Miniflers  might  think  it  was  not  authentic. 
He  wi(hed  to  know,  whether  it  was  authentic  or  not.  If  it  was, 
we  were  going  to  embark  with  an  ally  who,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Miniftcr,  and  the  determination  of  the  Houfe  laft  nighty 
was  going  to  annul  the  whole  plan  of  our  future  operations,  and  fot 
which  we  were  now  to  vote  away  millions  of  the  public  money,  by 
weakerung  the  confederacy  and  ftrengthening  the  enemy.  If  there 
was  a  doubt  on  the  autlienticity  of  this  refcript  (and  he  confeffed, 
fipm  what  he  heard  the  Minifterfay  laft  night,  he  feared  there  was 
a  doubt,}  it  was  a  very  alarming  thing,  and  ought  to  be  explained 
immediately;  for  the  Emperor  had  given  us  no  intelligence  upon 
the  fubjedl.  He  certainly  had  time  enough,  for  the  fubje»5t  of  this 
loan  had  been  under  his  confideration  for  fomc  months.  If  the 
Emperor  purfued  the  principle  of  this  refcript,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  peace,  it  might  ftill  be  faid  that  peace  might  not  be  had  im- 
mediately. He  thought  fo  too;  but  then,  if  France  was,  as  Mi- 
nifters  ftated  it  to  be,  at  its  laft  gafp,  that  wifti  for  peace  could  not 
be  long  delayed.  Under  thefe  impreffions,  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe, 
accuftomed  even  as  they  had  been  to  the  irlfinccrity  and  falfehood  of 
Minifters  throughout  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  war,  would  fee  the 
neceility  of  an  inquiry  into  the  conduA  of  thofe  our  faithful  allies. 
If  peace  (hould  be  foon  concluded  between  the  French  and  the  Em- 
peror, he  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  refledl  that  we  ftiall  have  given  the 
whole  of  four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  abfulutely  for 
nothing.  There  had  been  fomething  faid  upon  the  diftindion  be- 
tween the  character  of  the  Emperor  as  fuch,  and  that  of  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia;  that,  as  Emperor,  he  might  agree  to  a  peace 
with  France,  but  as  King  and  Archduke,  he  might  purfuc  the  war 
with  vigour.  This  was  perfe6tty  ridiculous,  for  whenever  peace 
was  agreed  upon,  one  of  the  leading  articles  of  the  treaty  muft  be, 
that  he  (hould  not  fuflfer  troops  deftinecf  againft  France  to  pafs  through 
any  of  his  dominions,  and  therefore  he  would  forbid  fuch  troops  from 
going  through  Bohemia  againft  France.  But  he  was  afraid  that  all 
the  hopes  of  the  majority,  who  fupported  this  war,  were  now  in  the 
infincerity  of  the  Emperor,  as  to  this  refcript.  Exclufive  of  the  in- 
famy of  fuch  a  principle,  he  advifed  the  Houfe  to  be  cautious  in 
trufting  to  fuch  a  fecurity,  for  he  knew  of  no  real  fecurity  in  the 
condu£t  of  any  man,  if  that  conduft  was  not  founded     the  prin- 
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ciplcs  of  fair  dealing.  What  fecufity  had  wc  that  what  the  Em- 
peror was  doing  in  London  was  fincere,  and  that  what  he  was  doing 
in  Vienna  was  not  all  duplicity  :  we  fhould  rather  think  that  he 
would  a«St  according  to  what  he  fhould  think  the  intcreft  of  his  own 
dominions.  He  ftiould  like  to  know  with  wliat  face  of  fincerity 
the  Emperor  could  come  to  the  Diet  with  his  refcript  in  favour  of 
peace,  and  at  the  fame  moment  open  a  loan  with  this  country  for 
carrying  on  the  war.  The  truth  was,  the  Diet  were  unaqquamted 
with  his  determination  to  accept  our  loan  when  he  publi(hed  this  re- 
fcript, and  by  the  ftep  which  we  were  about  to  take,  we  were  to 
become  parties  to  the  dclufion ;  and  whatever  were  the  real  inten- 
tions of  the  Emperor,  this  was  a  duplicity  of  a  nature  fo  deteftable^ 
that  we  ought  to  be  alhamed  of  .being  parties  to  it.  He  concluded 
with  faying,  he  wiflied  to  difcufs  this  fubjeS  on  a  future  occafion, 
but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  upon 
it,  even  in  the  prefent  ftage. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  thought  we  ought  to  be  very  mucKobliged 
to  tlie  Emperor  for  not  taking  the  whole  of  our  fix  millions. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  followed  the  idea  of  Mr.  Fox,  with  regard  to  the 
loan  with  the  Emperor :  we  ought  either  not  to  have  made  the  ufe 
we  did  of  our  credit  in  the  terms  we  had  made,  or  have  brought  it 
fairly  to  falc.  He  then  entered  upon  various  calculations  upon  the 
fubjedt,  to  (hew  the  fallacy  of  the  Miniftcr  s  ftatcments. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  if  the  money  was  lent  to  the  Em- 
peror to  enable  him  to  make  the  greateft  poffible  exertion  in  a  com- 
mon caufe.with  us,  we  ought  certainly  to  have  procured  it  for  him 
upon  the  eafieft  terms,  without  making  any  advantage  of  It  for  our- 
fclvcs.  This  we  ought  to  have  done  if  the  war  were  likely  to  laft 
but  one  campaign,  much  more  when  it  might  probably  be  continued 
for  two  or  three.  For  the  fame  reafons  we  ought  not  to  have  fuflx:red 
him  to  pay  250,0001.  commiflion  upon  it,  when  we  mi^t  have 
procured  it  for  him  without  that  expence.  It  had  been  hinted, 
that,  although  the  Emperor  might  msikc  peace  as  head  of  the  Ger- 
manic body,  he  might  continue  the  war  as  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia.  How  he  was  to  divide  his  two  capacities  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
it  was  not  veiy  eafy  to  comprehend.  If,  as  Emperor  of  Germany, 
he  was  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  reftoring  peace  to  Europe,  It 
was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  he  muft  feel  the  fame  neceflity  as  King 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  faw  no  difficulty  in  the  Emperor's  n^iat- 
rng  a3  head  of  the  Germanic  body,  and  continuing  the  war  as  Arch- 
duke of  Auftria,  and  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohenua. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faki>  that  if  gentlemen  could  perfaade  them* 
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fclvcs  that  the  Emperor,  who  had  made  war  unfuccefsfully  when 
fupported  by  Pruffia,^'  our  army  on  the  continent,  Holland,  and  the 
States  of  the  Empire,  could  hope  for  better  fucccfs  when  reduced  to 
the  force  of  his  hereditary  ftatcs,  they  faw  things  in  a  point  of  view 
fo  very  different  from  what  he  did,  as  to  leave  no  common  principle 
upoil  which  he  could  argue  with  them. 

Mr.  JODRELL  faid,  the  copy  of  the  Emperor's  rcfcript  to  the 
Diet  of  Ratifbon,  which  he  had  feen,  ftated  his  readincfs  to  enter 
into  negociations  with  the  French  Republic,  botli  as  Emperor  and 
King. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  this  was  merely  the  Emperor's  ufual 
fiyle,  and  did  not  at  all  bind  him  as  King  of  Bohemia. 

Mx»  W.  SMITfl  faid,  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  if  the 
French,  as  had  been  affcrted,  were  fo  much  exhauftcd,  as  not  to 
be  able  to  continue  the  war,  perhaps  for  a  month  longer,  the  Em- 
peror (hould  be  fo  ignorant  of  all  this  as  to  deliver  fuch  a  rcfcript  to 
the  Diet. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  refolution  ; 

Ayes,  77  ;    Noes,  43. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday,  and  the  Houfe 
adjourned  till  that  day* 

Monday,  iji  June. 

The  honourable  D.  RYDER  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
Ihould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  certain  privileges  to 
woolct>mbers  ;  great  numbers  of  whom  had  been  materiillly  injured 
in  their  trades  by  the  introduftion  of  machines.  He  faid,  that  it 
had  been  ufual  where  the  introduftion  of  machinery  in  any  branch  of 
manufa(flure  which  operated  for  the  general  good,  yet  bore  particu- 
larly hard  on  individuals,  to  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament  might  think  proper.  The  nature  and  purport  of  this 
bill  would  be  to  grant  a  fimilar  privilege  to  woolcombcrs,  who  had 
J)cen  thrown  out  of  bread  by  the  introdudlion  of  machines,  as  was 
given  to  foldiers  and  failors  when  difchaiged  from  their  refpeflive 
fervices,  viz.  that  of  being  entitled  to  fet  up  and  follow  any  trade 
or  calling,  in  any  city  or  town,  where  they  have  not  ferved  an  ap- 
prenticelhip,  or  are  not  free,  without  being  obliged  to  remove  there- 
from until  they  adiually  become  chargeable. 

Mr.  LONG  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
die  bill  for  ^e  regulation  of  hawkers  and  pedlars.  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

Colonel  STANLEY  moved  a  daufc  to  be  added  to  the  bill,  to 
fepeal  three  clauibs  in  the  bill>  which  redrifled  hav^kers  and  pjdlars 
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from  trading  In,  or  nearer  to  any  market-town  than  the  diftancc  of 
two  miles,  except  on  market  and  fair  days.  This  reftriflion,  the 
Colonel  faid,  was  laid  upon  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  at  the  time  the 
fhop  tax  originally  took  place,  in  order  to  eqoalize  the  (ituation  of 
the  two  defcrjptions  of  dealers,  and  to  prevent  hawkers  and  pedlars 
having  too  great  an  advantage  bver  the  fettled  and  regular  (hopkeepers, 
from  the  operation  that  tax  would  have  upon  them.  The  (hop  tax 
having  now  ceafed,  he  thought  it  was  but  jufticc  that  the  reftriiKon 
which  took  place  on  the  hawkers  and  pedlars,  in  confequcncc  of  that 
tax,  ocght  to  ceafe  alfo.  The  hawkers  and  pedlars  were,  he  faid, 
an  induftrious  and  valuable  body  of  men,  and  deferved  the  cncou- 
ragemcnt  of  Parliament,  as  they  contributed  to  a  very  wide  and  ex- 
tenfivc  circulation  of  the  manufa£tures  of  the  country,  and  enabled 
people  who  lived  at  a  di(\ance  from  large  towns  and  cities  to  accom- 
modate themfelves  with  goods  they  wanted,  at  a  cheaper  and  more 
convenient  rate  than  tliey  could  poffibly  do  without  their  regular  vi* 
fits.  He  therefore  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfc  the 
neceffity  of  adopting  this  claufe,  for  the  purpofe  of  doing  away  die 
rcftridtion  complained  of. 

Mr.  LONG  feconded  the  motion ;  when  a  (hort  converfation 
took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Hawkins  Brown,  Mr^ 
Thornton,  ^nd  others,  took  part. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR,  in  particular,  declared,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  towns  throughout  the  country  parts  of  England  laboured 
under  confiderable  inconveniences,  from  the  exorbitant  prices  which 
iTiopkeepers  ufed  to  charge,  by  having  the  exclufive  privilege  of  fel- 
ling goods;  and  that  a  kind  of  nxonopoly  was  thus  incrcafe4,  which 
would  be  done  away  if  hawkers  wisre  permitted  to  come  and  fell  their 
goods  in  the  fame  place.  Befides,  it  was  unjuft  to  prevent  thcfc 
men,  who  paid  a  tax,  from  enjoying  a  benefit  which  fhopkeepers 
enjoyed,  who  paid  no  tax  at  all  for  any  licence  to  fell  j^xxls. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  queftion  ; 

For  the  Claufe,  90 ;    Againft  it,  7". 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER,  Solicitor  General  to  his  Royal  Highncft 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall,  acquainted  the  Hoofc, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wale^i  while  the  queftion  relative  to  his  cftab- 
liftiment  was  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
had  thought  the  proper  condudl  for  him  to  obferve  was  to  avoid  cx- 
preffing  any  opinion  or  wifh  upon  the  fubje<ft ;  fully  fenfiblc  that  the 
liberality  and  wifdom  of  Parliament  would  make  fuch  arrangcmcnw 
a$  fliould  be  bcft  fuitcd  to  the  fituarion  of  hifi  affairs,  the  dignity  of 
the  Royal  femily,  and  the  intereft  of  the  Public :  But  having  un- 
der/iood,  that  it  waj  tlie  dcfire  of  many  rcfpoflablc  perfonsi 
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his  iiviflies.  and  opinions  upon  the  fubjed  Ihould  be  known,  his  Roval 
Highnefs  had  authorifed  him  to  aiTure  the  Houfe,  that  he  is  ex- 
tremely dcfirous  that  fiich  regulations  may  be  adopted,  as  to  the 
wifdom  of  Parliament  fliall  feem  moft  expedient  and  advifeablc, 
for  the  pitrpofe  of  eftablifhing  order  and  regularity  in  the  expenditure 
of  his  income,  and  to  prevent  the  incurring  of  debt  in  future.— 
And,  at  the  fa;ne  time,  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  authorifed  him 
farther  to  exprefs  his  earneft  deiire,  that  the  Houfc  will  appropriate 
fuch  part  of  the  income,  which  they  may  intend  to  allot  to  him,  to 
the  liquidation  of  the  debts  with  which  he  is  embarrafled,  as,  ua- 
dcr  all  the  prefcnt  circumftances,  (hall  feem  to  the  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence of  the  Houfe  moft  expedient  and  advifable ;  fully  fenfible 
that,  however  large  that  appropriation  may  be,  the  Houfe  will  be 
guided  folely  by  the  confidcration  of  what  (hall  appear  to  them  the 
moft  conducive  to  his  honour,  and  the  intereft  of  the  Public. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that,  in  confequcnce  of  the  com- 
munication which  had  juft  been  made  to  the  Houfe,  he  rofe  with 
fentiments  of  much  lefs  anxiety  and  much  greater  fatisfa£lion  than 
he  had  expferrenced.  in  any  former  part  of  this  tranfadlion.  la 
bringing  for^rd  this  bufinefs,  which  he  had  reafon  to  hope  would 
have  been  in  itfclf  highly  fatisfaftory,  but  which  peculiar  clrcum- 
ftances  had  rendered  extremely  painful,  he  had  not  however  been 
without  fome  degree  of  ^onfolation.  He  had  fatisfadtion  in  con- 
templating the  principles  which  had  given  rife  to  the  difficulties  at- 
tendant on  the  tranfa>aion.  He  obferved  with  pleafurc,  that  a  Par- 
liament which  had  never  failed  in  "any  exprcfTion  of  loyalty  to  their 
Sovereign,  or  attachment  to  his  family,  which  had  never  been  want- 
ing in  difcovering  a  proper  fpirit  of  liberality,  when  the  occafton 
called  fSr  it,  had  no  lefs  in  the  prefent  inftance  (hewn  a  degree  of 
jealoufy,  care,  and  circumfpeflion,  when  a  demand  was  made  upon 
the  pockets  of  their  conftituents,  attended  with  fome  circumfl&nces 
which  they  coiild  not  altogether  approve.  He  had  no  lefs  fatisfadlion 
in  obferving  that  the  illuftrious  perfonage  himfelf  was  impreifed 
with  a  juft  fenfe  of  that  line  of  conduiS,  which  regard  to  his  cha- 
ia6ler  and  fituation  required  him  to  purfue,  and  he  trufted  that  the 
Houfe  had  that  day  received  an  eameft  of  the  future  difpofitions  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  of  diat  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
which  would  diftinguifti  him  in  the  exalted  fituation  to  which  he  one 
day  might  be  caUed.  Under  that  impreffion,  he  hoped  diat  theit 
would  be  little  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propofition  which  he 
ihould  now  fubmit  to  the  Houfe.  The  inftrudion  which  he  meant 
to  move  went  prccifely  to  the  two  objefts  to  which  his  honourable 
ffie^  bad  referred  lil  the  communication  from  his-  Royal  Highnefs 
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—the  regulation  of  the  expenditure  of  his  houfehold,  and  the  ap- 
propriation of  part  of  the  income  for  the  difchargc  of  debt.  It  was 
certainly  fatisfaflory  to  the  Houfe  to  know  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
was  pcrfcflly  difpofed  to  concur  in  whatever  arrangements  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament  might  adopt  with  refpe<S  to  thefe  two  obje^Ss. 
He  hoped,  that  by  this  communication  every  difRculty  would  be 
confid»rably  leffened,  though  it  might  not  perhaps  be  entirely  re- 
moved, as  fome  Members,  however  difpofed  to  fupport  the  credit 
and  dignity  of  the  Prince  by  the  grant  of  a  proper  eftabliflimcnt, 
had  exprcffed  their  opinion  that  no  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  the 
debts  at  all.  The  queftion,  he  would  remark,  at  prefcnt,  was  not 
vhat  part  of  the  income  ftiould  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
debt  ?  nor  did  the  inftrudlion  he  had  now  to  propofe  go  fo  much  as 
to  narrow  the  amount  even  of  the  largeft  fum  that  had  been  fug- 
gcfted  for  that  purpofe.  The  only  queftion  was,  whether  the  aid 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  given  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  by  adopting 
legiflative  regulations  for  the  difchaigc  of  debts,  which  it  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  ought  never  to  have  been  contraSed  ?  Without 
any  retrofpcft  to  the  part,  over  which  he  wifhed  to  draw  a  veil,  he 
appealed  to  the  fair  and  candid  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  whether  they 
could  rcfufe  to  ad^t  a  mcafure  fo  ncceffary  for  die  character  and 
credit  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  fo  ultimately  conneded  with  his  per- 
fonal  comfort  and  the  fplendor  of  his  rank  ?  Could  they  reftifc  to 
concur  with  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  appropriating  a  large  part  out  of 
the  income  allotted  him,  in  order  to  relieve  him  from  the  embarrafs- 
mcnt  of  debts  ?  The  bufinefs  appeared  to  him  to  reft  upon  fo  plain 
a  propofition,  and  be  in  itfelf  fo  felf-evident,  that,  referving  all 
particular  details  for  future  difcuflion,  he  truftcd  that  what  he  had 
now  to  propofe  would  meet  the  almoft  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
Houfe.    He  concluded  with  moving, 

That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  enabling  His  Majeft)'  to  grant 
a  yearly  fum  or  fums  of  money,  out  of  the  confolidated  fund, 
towards  providing  for  the  eftabliftiment  of  their  Royal  Highneffes 
the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales ;  that  they  do  make  provifion  in 
the  faid  bill  for  eftabliftiinga  regular  and  punctual  order  of  payment 
in  tfie  Prince's  future  expenditure,  and  for  guarding  againft  his  in- 
curring debts  in  future ;  and  alfo  for  appropriating  a  proportion  of 
the  Prince's  annual  income  towards  the  gradual  difcharge  of  the  in- 
cumbrances to  wliich  his  Royal  Highnefs  is  now  fubjeil." 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  ftated,  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  had 
voted  for  the  inferior  fum.  With  whatever  concern  he  might  rife 
to  obftrud  any  proceeding  that  profelTcd,  as  its  objeft,  the  eafc  and 
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comfort  of  his  Royal  Highncfs^  he  confidered  the  call  of  duty  as 
piraiTKHint  to  all  other  confiderations.    It  was  the  duty  of  t!ic  rcpre- 
fentatives  of  the  Britidi  nation  to  fpeak,  when  the  occafion  war- 
ranted, with  a  proper  boldnefs,  to  perfons  even  in  the  moft  exalted 
ftation.    Under  this  impreflion  he  muft  fay,  that  Parliament  could 
not,  confiftently  with  their  duty  to  their  conftituents,  or  with  that 
inviolable  regard  which  they  owed  to  truth  and  fidelity,  after  the 
fblemn  affurances  they  had  received  on  a  fornrver  occafion,  confent  a 
fecond  time  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.    Thofc  af- 
furances he  could  not  now  tamely  confent  to  give  up  ^  he  confidered 
them  as  engagements  to  the  people  of  Ehgland,  which  Tic  ought 
not  to  forfeit.    He  remarked,  that,  at  a  period  fuch  as  the  prefent, 
there  attached  particular  duties  to  a  Prince,  which  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people  indifpenfably  called  upon  him  to  fulfil.  At 
a  time,"  faid  Mr.  Duncombe,      when  the  comforts  and  conve- 
niences of  life  are  wanting  to  the  middle  claiTes  of  fociety,  when 
the  poor  are  fcarcely  fupplied  eVen  with  common  neceffaries,  and' 
when  the  profpedl  of  a  dearth  becomes  every  day  more  alarmii^,  I 
cannot  lidcn  to  the  idle  claims  of  fplendor  and  magnificence :  I 
truft  that  at  fuch  a  time  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  will  difpofe  him  rather  to  fympathize  with  the  diftrefs  of  the 
lower  orders,  and  to  facrifice  fomething  for  their  relief,  than  to  form 
felfi(h  and  extravagant  pretenfions.    There  is  another  confideration 
which  defcrves  to  be  attended  to :  In  thefe  diftempered  times  let  us 
beware  how,  by  an  unnecefT^ry  or  wanton  profufioH  of  the  public 
money,  we  fumi(h  the  favourers  of  wild  and  dangerous  innovations, 
with  a  colour  and  plaufibility  for  their  arguments.    As  a  friend  to 
,the  hereditary  monarchy,  as  an  adherent  to  the  family  on  the  Throne, 
I  feel  myfelf  called  upon  to  refill  the  motion.    Let  us  rccolledl  that 
there  are  other  branches  of  the  Royal  family.    If,  after  the  affur- 
ance  we  received,  we  again  confent  to  pay  the  debts  of  his  Royal 
Hig^ncfs,  we  (hall  eftablifti  a  precedent,  of  which  we  cannot  tell  to 
what  purpofe  it  may  be  applied,  or  to  what  extent  it  might  be  car- 
ried.   I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  debts  ought  not  to  be  paid, 
but  I  look  to  other  refources  for  that  purpofe :  I  look  firft  to  the 
juflice  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  make  provifion  for  the  payment  of 
thofe  debts  that  (hall  be  proved  to  be  juft ;  many  of  die  prefent 
claims  I  apprehend  do  not  come  under  that  defcription ;  I  look  to 
his  future  oeoonomy  in  the  regulation  of  his  houfehold  ;  and,  laAly, 
I  look  to  the  aflSfcnce  which  he  may  derive  from  the  well-known 
munificence  of  his  Royal  fiather.    As  the  idea  of  a  temporary  re- 
tirement has  been  fuggefted,  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  from  fuch 
a  retirement  his  Royal  Highnefs  might  reap  great  advantage  in  fer- 
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diking  his  afiairs,  and  be  again  enabled  to  emerge  with  frefh  fpletw 
dor.  Retirement,  it  has  been  remarked,  is  the  nurfe  of  refle6Hon; 
by  its  influence  his  Royal  Highncfs  might  be  enabled  to  confirm 
thofe  reiblutions  which  he  tias  exprelTed  in  his  Communication  to  the 
Houfe,  and  to  return  again  into  public  life  fortified  againft  future 
error,  and  qualified  for  the  important  duties  of  that  high  ftatkm 
which  he  may  one  day  be  called  upon  to  fill." 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  cxpreflTed  his  fatisfac^ion  at  the  meflTage  whidi 
had  been  received  from  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  which  he  conceived ' 
would  produce  the  mod  favourable  impreffion  in  the  country.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  prove  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  an  cameft  of 
his  future  attention  to  the  happinefs  of  the  country,  which  wa«  lb 
cffcntially  connected  with  his  own  intcrefl.  He  remarked  the 
cruelty  that  would  be  attached  to  the  lituation  of  his  illuftrious  con- 
fort,  if,  by  a  refufal  of  that  Houfe  to  make  any  provifion  for  die 
debts,  (he  was  left  cxpofed  to  the  taunts  and  infults  of  creditors. 
He  wifhed  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  might  be  put  in  a  lituation  to 
obtain  refpe6t,  and  to  defervc  it ;  he  had  therefore  voted  for  the 
larger  income  with  a  view  to  the  application  of  a  conliderable  part 
of  it  to  the  difchargc  of  the  debts.  He  agreed  that  the  times,  as 
they  now  were,  were  unfavourable  to  the  laying  any  addidonal  bur- 
den upon  their  conftituents,  and  regretted  that  the  Houfe  had  as 
yet  received  no  communication  on  the  fubjeft  from  His  Majefty, 
whom  both  from  his  paternal  relation  \o  the  illuftrious  pcrfonage, 
whofe  fituation  was  the  objcft  of  difcufTion,  and  from  the  ftill  higher 
cbarafler  in  which  he  flood  as  father  of  the  country,  he  had  e^pe&ed, 
would  have  come  forward  on  the  occafion.  He  had  hoped  that  he 
would  have  done  fomething,  and  fomething  conliderable,  in  the  way 
,  of  extricaring  the  Prince  from'  his  difKculties.  As  the  bulinefs  now 
flood,  even  if  thelargi5r  fum  Ihould  be  applied,  it  would  rOjun^  a 
period  of  ten  years  bcfoFe  the  whole  debt  could  be  liquidated  ;  dur- 
ing all  this  time  his  Royal  Highnefs  myft  remain  under  a  degree  of 
conftraint  and  embarraffment. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  though  he  had  undoubtedly  a  claim  to  th« 
moft'  candid  interpretation  of  his  morives,  he  was  happy  that  in  the 
part  which  his  duty  fliould  compel  him  to  take  in  the  prefent  dif^* 
cuflion,*  he  had  been  preceded  by  a  refpeclable  gendeman  (Mr.  Dan- 
combe)  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Every  perfon  muft  concur 
in  the  fatisfadion  which  had  been  exprelTed  at  thq  meflTage  ddivered 
by  the  authority  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  He  was  happy  to  receive 
it,  not  as  a  meafure  taken  upon  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  but  as  the 
fiiKere  cxprcfTion  of  his  feelings,  with  refpefi  to  the  Houfe :  he 
wilhcd  indeed  that  the  whole  grace  of  the  tranfadlion  bad  belonged 
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^  his  Royal  Highncfs ;  that  it  had  not  prcv'ioufly  been  fuggcftcd 
from  any  other  quarter ;  that  Miniftcrs  had  firft  come  to  the  Houfe 
for  a  proper:  cibblifhinent,  and  when  it  had  been  granted,  that  the  ' 
mcflage  had  followed  fit)m  the  Prince,  Tcquiring  the  appropriation 
of  part  of  his  income  for  the  difcharge  of  the  debt.  -  At  any  rate 
he  muft  confider  Miniftcrs  as  rcfponfible  for  the  former  meffagc, 
which  Contained  the  affurancc  that  no  fecond  application  fliould  be 
isiade.  They  ought  undoubtedly  to  have  taken  fonie  means  to  cn- 
iforce  that  afTurahce,  and  they  were  now  bound  to  explain  to  the 
Houfe  why  fuch  means  had  not  been  taken.  He  wiftied  it  to  be 
underftood  whether  they  were  now  debating  upon  the  motion  as  an 
application  for  the  payment  of  the  debt.  However  Minifters  might 
iiittempt  to  confound  the  queftion,  it  was  evident  that  the  additional 
fum,  beyond  what  had  been  granted  to  foi-itier  Princes,  was  to  be 
bnderAood  as  given  wit!^  a  view  to  the  difcharge  of  that  debt.  He 
adverted  to  what  Mr.  Duncombc  had  faid  of  the  particular  period^ 
and  aiked,  whether  at  this  tirtie  of  calamity  and  diftrcfs,  when  the 
{teafarit  "was  fuffering  from  the  want  of  bread,  they  ought  to  Vote 
away  the  money  of  their  conffituents  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging 
debts  which  ought  never  to  have  been  contradled  ?  After  what  had 
paiTcd,  no  reliance  could  be  had  that  thofe  provJfions/  \Vhich  might 
\)c  made  with  refpcil  to  future  conduit,  would  be  of  any  avail.— 
The  orily  way  wHich  the  Houfe  had  cff  difchai-ging  their  duty,  was 
to  meet  the  prcferit  application  with  a  dircdl  rcfufal.  His  lionour- 
able  friend  had  ftated  that  by  this  refufal  her  Ropl  Highnefs  would 
be  expofcd  to  taunts  and  infults.  He  hoped  that  even  with  the 
fmaller  income  arid  proper  eecoriomy,  there  would  be  foimd  fuffi- 
dent  nieaiis  to  make  provifion  for  the  difcharge  of  the  debts,  mord 
efpecially  as  in  fuch  i  fituatioo  die  Prince  would  be  able  to  come  to. 
a  compofition  with  Kis  creditors  lipon  much  better  terms  than  if  the 
Idea  was  to  be  held  out  that  the  bufinefs  was  to  be  taken  up  by  that 
Houfe.  We  know,  faid  Mr.  Grey,  that  there  arc  great  means  in 
the  poffeffion  of  ah  illuftrious  perfonage,  arid  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
he  will  be  induced  to  come  forward  with  his  affirtance,  both  from 
regard  to  the  credit  of  his  faniily,  and  iri  order  to  maintain  the  re- 
rpcft  due  to  Royalty,  which,  as  an  honourable  gentleman  well  ob- 
ferved,  can  only  bcft  be  prcferyed  by  rendering  it  as  little  as  pof- 
fible  oppfeflive  to  the  people."  Thcfcwcre  the  confiderations  which' 
had  irrcfiftibly  compelled  him  to  the  difcharge  of  a  duty,  the  mod 
painful  he  had  ever  experienced  fince  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in 
that  Houfc. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  his  right  honourable 
friend  had  brdUght  forward  the  difcuflion  in  the  wav  which  was  kali 
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calculated  to  create  confufionw  He  had  fir  ft  ftated  the  qucRion  of 
the  income,  and  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  regu- 
lation of  the  expenditure,  and  the  provifion  for  the  debt.  The 
Houfe  had  already  decided  for  an  income  of  125,000!.  Tkc  mo- 
tion then  was  not  an  application  for  a  fum  of  money  for  Aa  dif- 
charge  of  the  debts  ;  the  only  queftion  was,  whether  the  whole  in- 
come fliould  be  left  to  the  unlimited  difpofal  of  tlie  Prince,  or  whe- 
ther the  expenditure  fliould  be  put  under  regulations,  and  an  ap- 
propriation made  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  extinflion  of  the  debt. 
No  new  fum  was  demanded ;  it  was  only  M'iflied  to  afcertain  in- 
what  manner  that  which  had  been  already  given  (hould  be  regulated 
and  applied,  a  point  in  which  all,  however  they  might  originally 
have  differed  as  to  the  proper  quantum  of  the  income,  might  be 
cxpcflccl  to  coiocide.  It  was  furely  impoflible  for  the  Hbufe  to  re- 
fufe  to  comply  wi<h  the  requeft  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  apply  his- 
income  in  fuch  a  manner,  by  Legiflative  regulations,  as  would  be 
irtoft  conducive  to  the  dignity  of  his  ftation,  his  perfonal  comfort, 
and  the  fecurity  of  his  creditors.  If  they  declined  their  interference, 
it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to  take  any  ftcps  for  the  effedVual  li- 
quidation of  his  debts  ;  he  would  tlien  be  left  cxpofed  to  the  de- 
mands of  his  creditors,  without  any  other  fecurity  to  offer  thciiv 
than  his  lifc-intcreft  in  an  annujri  income.  To  thofe  who  bad  voted 
the  larger  fum  for  the  difchargc  of  the  debts,  he  could  only  fay,, 
that  the  prefent  plan  fully  completed  their  wiflies  ;  and  thofe  who 
liad  voted  the  fmallcr  fum,  under  the  expedbition  that  they  would 
be  again  called  upon  for  the  difchargc  of  his  debts,  would  certainly 
Hart  no  objedlion,  becaufe  their  intentions  were  alfo  fully  anfwcrcd. 
Mr^  Dundas  recurring  to  fcvcral  harih  reftriSions  which  had  been 
propofed,  and  to  feveral  harfli  word&  which  had  been  ufcd  on  the 
occafion,  faid,  that  it  was  below  the  dignity  of  the  Houic  to  ad 
with  too  great  parfimony ;  neither  was  it  very  generous  in  the 
Houfe  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  Royal  ftranger,  whom  wc  had 
invited  hither,  by  any  bitter  invedives.  Infiauations  had  been 
made,  that  we  had  no  affuranccs  iimilar  demands  would  not,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  be  again  brought  fdrward.  But  how 
could  fuch  alfurances  be  made,  but  by  fortifying  tliem  with-  a  fum 
adequate  to  the  prefent  exigency  ?  He  was  furprifed  at  one  refoorce, 
which  had  been  pointed  out  by  fome  honourable  gentlemen — in  the 
affedion  and  benevolence  of  his  Royal  father.  [A  cry  of  Hear ! 
hear  !]  That  cry,  he  was  confident,  coul J  proceed  only  from  a 
few  voices,  and  by  no  means  difcovered  the  general  feelings  of  the 
Houfe  on  the  fubjcd.  They  had  repeatedly  had  occafion  to  cXi- 
amine  the  fituation  of  His  Majcfty  witli  rcfpcd  to  die  civil  lift,  par- 
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ficularly  on  occafion  of  granring  cftablilhments  to  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
Tcnce,  and  the  Duke  of  York  on  his  marriage.  They  might  re- 
colled^,  that  on  the  arrangement  formerly  made  with  rcfpe£t  to  tiic 
debts  of  h\s  Royal  Highnefs,  part  of  that  provifion  arofe  out  of  the 
liberality  of  His  Majc%.  The  civil  lift  was  indeed  large,  but  was 
wholly  appropriated  to  particular  forvices,  except  the  fum  allotted 
for  His  Majcfty*s  privy  purfe.  The  idea  of  fuch  a  refourCe  arofc 
out  of  mifcrable  feeling,  which  he  was  furprifcd  that  any  gentleman 
<x)uld  entertain.  He  knew  not  (and  his  means  of  information  were 
as  good  as  thofe  of  any  other  Member)  of  the  cxiftcnce  of  any  fuch 
fum,  as  that  wliich  had  been  referred  to.  If  fomc  forn>erly  enter- 
tained thoughts  that  the  civil  lift  was  too  immcnfe  for  the  cxpcndi- 
turc,  Parliament  had  made  regulations  to  obviate  every  difficulty  ; 
and  the  whole  receipts  and  difburfcmcnts  of  His  Majefty  were  then 
regarded  with  as  ftri<£l  an  eye  to  economy  as  they  intended  to  regu- 
late the  cftabliftimcnt  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  But  allowing,  for 
the  fake  of  argument,  that  His  Majefty  enjoyed  a  furplus,  was  it 
not  a  nrtiferable  argument  to  advance,  that  from  fuch  a  pittance  His 
Majefty  could  afford  a  fum  which  would  greatly  contribute  to  the 
eafe  of  the  Prince  ?  The  illuftrious  pcrfon,  whofe  affairs  ww  now 
iimder  difcufTion,  had  not,  as  Prince  of  Wales,  the  firft  claims  on 
His  Majefty.  Are  tliere  no  other  branches  of  the  Royal  family  who 
are  better  entitled  to  the  pecuniary  aiTiftance  of  His  Majefty  ?— 
There  are  many  whofe  daims  on  His  Majefty  deferve  a  prior  con- 
fidcration.  His  Majefty  is  bleffed  with  a  numerous  offspring,  which 
no  man  can  contemplate  without  fatisfaclion  and  delight,  that  are 
entitled  to  every  indulgence  which  his  private  fortune  can  afford. 
But  as  to  the  illuftrious  pcrfon  fo  often  mentioned,  he,,  as  the  child 
of  the  nation,  was  entitled  to  the  afllftance  and  proteflion  of  that 
nation.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  His  Majefiy*s  income,  they 
recurred  with  fomc  degree  of  triumph  to  the  revenues  which  he  de- 
rivcd  from  Hanover.  But  has  His  Majefty  no  public  duties  to  dif- 
charge  as  Eledlor  of  Hanover  ?  Has  he  no  nccclfary  fplcndor  and 
eftablifhment  to  fupport  in  Hanover  r  Was  he  to  rob  his  Hanove- 
rian fubjed^s  in  order  to  pay  debts  contrafled  in  this  country  by  the 
Heir  Apparent  to  the  Britifh  Crown  ?  The  appeal  which  had  been 
made  on  this  fubjed,  he  could  confider  as  neither  fair  nor  candid, 
and,  as  fuch,  he  fhould  diftnifs  it  without  farther  obfervation. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  thought  it  highly  fit  that  Parliament  fhould 
regard  itfelf  as  a  tutor  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince,  becaufe, 
f{eiking  politically,  he  conceived  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  be  the  fon 
of  the  People,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  proper  that  his  affairs 
•fliould  be  under  the  fuperintendancc  of  Parliament.    He  had  no 
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doubt  that  it  was  his  Royal  Highnefs's  difpofition  to  do  juilice  ;  bu 
it  was  pofliblc,  if  tl\c  whole  income  were  to  be  under  his  own  con- 
trol, for  him  to  haVc  bad  advifcrs,  and  he  might  poftponc  the  li- 
quidation of  his  debts,  and  contrail  new  ones  ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count alfo  it  was  proper  that  Parliament  Qiould .interfere  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  affairs.  Under  all  the  conflderation  he  was  able 
to  give  to  this  important  fubjccl,  he  thought  h^mfelf  bound  to  fiip- 
jpott  this  mbtion. 

Mr»  POWYS  thought  there  could  be  but  one  feeling  in  the 
Houfc,  on  the  fubftancc  of  the  communication  from  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  ;  it  had  certainly  piit  the  matter  in  a  more  agreeable  light  than 
^ny  in  which  he  had  before  been  able  to  view  it ;  and  lie  now  con- 
fidered  the  intended  limitations  as  no  longer  exacted  by  the  rigour 
of  Parliament,  but  as  an  acl  of  the  Houfe,  going  hand  in  hand 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  That  this  communication  would  con- 
ciliate the  affection  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  Fublip,  he  bad  no 
doubt ;  but  that  circumftance  neither  would  nor  ought  to  alter  the 
principle  upon  which  gentlemen  agreed  to  give  aid  to  his  Ropl 
Highnefs.  His  obje<fts  in  this  buiinefs  were  two,  and  diitincl 
points-'— one  the  eftablifhmcnt,  the  other  the  provjfioi:  for  the  debt. 
|n  his  vote  upon  the  firft,  lie  thouglit  it  hjs  duty  to  concur  in  making 
a  proviHon  liberar  and  ample,  but  that,  in,  the  application  of  it, 
there  Ihould  be  no  relaxation  whatever  from  the  rules  of  ftrifl  eco- 
nomy. With  regard  to  the  fecond  point,  namely,  making  provi- 
vifion  for  the  debt,  he  would  afk,  did  the  Houfe,  or  did  they  not, 
by  adopting  this  motion,  now  impofc  additional  burdens  on  the 
Public  ?  It  had  been  ftatcd,  tliat  this  was  to  impofc  upon  the  Pub- 
lic the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  confi- 
dered  it  as  no  fuch  thing.  This  inftruc^ion  was  only  to  enable  the 
Houfc  hereafter  to  proceed  upon  a  certain  plan.  He  then  defired 
the  Houfe  to  view  that  plan,  and  to  compare  it  with  the  principle 
on  v.  hich  ihcy  had  proceeded  alrc;».dy,  and  if  they  found  it  difFcrent 
from  tli^r  principle,  then  to  reject  ir,  but  not  otherwifc  ;  for  His 
Majcrt)''3  mcfiagc  afked  for  a  Icgiflative*  provifion  to  enable  die 
Prince  of  Wales  to  get  rid  of  his  enibarraffments,  and  the  Houfc 
had  proceeded  on  that  fubjcdt  already.  He  did  not  doubt  but  that 
the  difpofition  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  would  lead  him  to  difchaigc 
his  debts,  but  that  was  out  of  his  power,  and  therefore  a  kgiihtive 
provifion  became  neceffary.  It  was  our  intercft  to  fupport  the 
fplcndor  of  His  Royal  Highnefs.  That  he  fliould  be  fupportcd  with 
dignity  was  not  the  right  only  of  the  Prince,  it  was  alfo  tlic  right  of 
the  nation;  we  were  therefore  interefted  in  fupport ing  the  di^Uy 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  but  we  had  ftill  a  giorc  eflTcntfgl  intercft  ii| 
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the  charafler  and  condudl  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that  confi- 
deration  made  him  thmk  it  ncceffary  tliat  fuch  a  meafure  as  tliis 
Ihould  be  adopted,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  under  the  Regulations 
Which  Parliament"  fhould  makc>  the  People  would  chearfully  fup- 
port  the  eftablilhment  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  ;  for  the  loyalty  of  the 
people  of  this  country  was  not  that 'of  mere  fcrvility  and  fubmifliont 
but  was  founded  on  aiFe^lipn  and  regard  ;  and  he  hoped  that  we 
were  now  to  look  forward  on  the  happy  hour,  when  all  the  branches 
of  tlic  Royal  Family  would  be  completely  united  and  happy 
Having  faid  this,  he  miift  next  obfcrvc,  that  he  hoped  there  woulci 
be  a  fevcre  fcrutiiiy  and  inveftigaiion  into  the  amount  and  the  nature 
of  the  claims,  fp  that  neither  his  Royal  Highnefs  nor  the  Natioi^ 
ibould  be  impofed  upon  by  extrayagant  or  ill-founded  demands. 
He  approved  entirely  of  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  FOX  declared  it  to  be  his  wi(h  lo  ffparate  the  different 
parts  of  this  fubjed,  and  to  keep  them  as  diftinft  from  each  other  as 
poflible.  The  Houfe  was  now  in  rather  an  ad vanccd*  ftage  of  thi^ 
proceeding ;  and  here  he  could  not  help  congratulating  the  Houfe 
and  the  Public,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs,  by  his  communication  tp 
the  Houfe,  had  aded  in  a  manner  that  did  him  honour ;  and  he 
truftcd  he  would  finifli'  a  plan  which  he  had  fo  worthily  begum 
With  regard  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe,  he  confeffed  he 
did  not  know  upon  what  principle  oppofition  was  made  to  it.  Hp 
did  not  undcrftand  the  motion  to  be  that  of  calling  on  the  public  to 
pay  the  debt  in  any  degree.  It  was  only  fimply  the  fetting  apart 
fome  of  the  income  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  tlie  purpofc  of  difcharg- 
jhg  his  debt.  He  wifhed,  however,  the  Houfc,  and  the.  Public, 
not  to  be  deceived  upon  this  bufincfs,  for  altliough  there  was  not  a 
(hilling  to  be  voted  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufincfs  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  Public,  yet  it  was  clear  that  a  rcqueft  would  come  to  call  on  the 
Public  for  fecurity  againft  the  contingent  event  of  the  demife  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs.  That  was  a  thing  not  to  be  diffcmbled.  But 
with  regard  to  what  was  now  before  the  Houfc,  he  fliould  vote  for 
It,  even  if  he  had  thought  that  the  fmaller  fum  propofc<l  as  the  in- 
come of  the  Prince,  had  been  better,  under  all  the  circumftances, 
than  the  larger,  becaufe  it  was  nothing  more  than  to  enable  his  Roydl 
Highnefs  to  fet  apart  fome  of  his  income  to  the  difcharge  of  his  in- 
cumbrances. It  might  be  faid,  that  the  Prince  could  do  this  him- 
fclf — he  certainly  could  not  effectually,  nor  could  he  without  the  aid 
of  Parliament  at  all  adopt  a  plan  that  would  fatify  his  creditors.  In 
this  ftagc  of  the  bufincfs,  therefore,  Mr,  Fox  faid,  he  muft  have 
voted  for  tliis  motion,  even  without  any  idea  of  inquiring  whether 
any  contingent  burdens  would  be  laid  on  thq  Public,  becaufe  that 
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queftion  was  not  to  be  governed  by  the  prcfent  decifion  ;  when  that 
qucftion  came  it  would  be  time  enough  to  difcufs  it.  And  here,  he 
faid,  he  might  finifh  his  obfcrvations  on'  the  part  of  the  fubjcd  now 
before  them  ;  but  it  had  been  often  thought,  if  not  ftridtly  regular, 
rather  convenient,  fometimcs  to  make  fome  general  obfcrvations  on 
the  topics  which  migjit  be  expedted  to  be  brought  forrard  hereafter 
«pon  the  matter.  He  had  not  feen  any  reafon  for  altering  the  opi- 
iMon  which  he  gave  upon  this  fubjcdl  on  a  former  occafiqn.  The 
circumftance  of  his  Royal  Highricfs's  happy  marriage,  which  wc 
all  knew  took  place  by  the  approbation  of  Parliament  long  after  it 
was  well  known  that  his  Ro}'al  Highncfs  was  deeply  involved  in 
debt,  certainly  made  part  of  the  deliberation  of  the  Houfe.  He 

•  owned  there  was  a  point  on  which  he  could  not  help  touching,  as  be- 
ing cxtrehidy  applicable  to  this  cafe.  He  thou^.t  he  might  look 
for  foniv;  refources  upon  this  occafion  from  His  Majcft}'.  It  might 
be  faid,  he  ought  not  to  give  any  thing  very  confidcrablc  ;  this  was 
a  point  into  which  he  could  not  enter  until  His  Majefty  had  notified 

•  hlH  royal  difpofuion  to  give  fomcthing.  He  moft  egregioufly  mif- 
took  the  fcntimcnts  of  the  public,  if  fomething  of  this  nature 
w'ould  not  be  very  well  received  by  them.  He  did  not  fay  that 
the  whole  fix  hundred  thoufend  pounds  fliould  be  paid  by  His  Ma- 
jefty ;  but  he  would  fay,  becaufe  he  felt,  that  it  appeared  a  little 
unfcemingly,  that  at  a  time  of  fuch  general  calamity.  His  Majcfty 
fliould  be  the  only  perfon  in  the  kingdom  who  did  not  contribute  a 
(inglc  farthing  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  incumbrances  of  the 
Prince  of  Whiles.  This,  he  could  not  help  repeating,  was  un- 
feemly.  He  hoped  His  Majrfty  would  be  better  advifed  upon  this 
fubjei?l.  A  glorious  opportunity  offered  itfelf  for  the  difplay  of  royal 
munificence,  and  liberal  condud  updn  fuch  an  occafion  as  this  would 
do  more  even  for  the  Conftitution  than  the  mofl  vigorous  exertion 
of  the  arm  of  power.  It  was  with  this  view  that  he  had  contended, 
tind  forry  he  was  that  he  had  contended  unfuccifsfully,  agaiiift  the 
additional  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  the  income  of 
His  Majefty  himfelf  during  the  continuance  of  the  American  war, 
becaufe,  when  all  the  fuhjeds  of  Majefty  felt  fo  much  during  that 
war,  he  thought  that  His  Majefty  would  do  well  to  Ihcw  them  a 
leffon  of  frugality  and  economy.  If  this  principle  was  correfl,  and 
the  application  of  it  juft  at  that  time,  how  much  more  fo  was  rt 
now,  when  the  queftion  is — What  burdens  are  to  be  laid  upon 
the  Public  to  r^:lieve  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  debt  ?"  He  wouW 
fay  again,  it  was  unfortunate  that  fome  perfon  had  not  advifeil  Hl^ 
Majefty  to  lead  the  way  upon  this  occafion,  and  to  fliew  the  Public 
an  example  of  liberality  upon  this  occafion,  and  to  convince  them 
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he  felt  hinrfctf  the  ueceffity  there  was  of  indulging  a  generous" ' 
temper.  When  this  fubje(5l  fliould  come  to  be  difcuffed,  happy 
fiiould  he  be  if  the  Houfc,  by  a  gracious  communication >  fhould  be 
ghrcn  to  underftand  that  the  iliuftrious  perfonage  to  whom  he  alluded, 
intended  to  take  fome  (hare  of  the  contingent  burden  which 
might  be  felt  from  this  fituation  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  He  truftcd 
alfo  that  the  whole  of  the  additional  income  of  his  Royal  Highnefs^ 
together  with  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  would  be  appropriated  folcly 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts.  It  would  take  ten  years  even  thca 
to  difcharge  them.  But  he  ftill  adhered  to  his  original  idea  of 
making  a  very  different  difpofition  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  from 
what  had  been  propofed  by  the  Miniftcr.  According  to  his  idea  of 
the  thing,  the  Public  \t-ould  have  a  confidcrable  advantage  by  the 
fale  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  in  a  pecuniary  fcrtfc,  a»  alfo  from 
^c  diminution  of  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  alrcaciy  much  f(x> 
cxtenfive  ;  and  it  would  alfo  place  many  gentlemen,  now  intcrcftcd 
tbercy  in  a  fituation  much  Icfs  dependant  than  they  are  at  prcfcnt. 
It  would  alfo  relieve  his  Royal  Highnefs  himfclf  from  dependancc 
on  the  Crown,  and  on  the  Miniftcr  of  the.  day,  a  thing  in  itfclf  ex- 
tremely defirable  as  well  for  the  heir  apparent  of  the  Throne  as  for 
the  intcrefts  of  the  Public,  for  a  Prince  ought  to  be  an  opulent  and 
independent  nobleman,  before  he  become  a  wife,  virtuous  and  il-  - 
luftrious  monarch ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  elevation  pf  hk  rank^ 
muft  a  ftatc  of  dependance  be  painful  to  his  feelings,  and  dangerous 
to  the  Public.  He  concluded  witli  giving  his  affcnt  to  the  prefcnt 
motion. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  took  notice  of  the  two  parts  of  tlie  prefenf 
propofition  before  the  Houfe ;  one  being  a  provifion  ngainft  the  con^- 
trading  of  debts  in  future,  the  other  for  the  payment  of  thofe  al- 
ready, contraftcd.  Thefum  had  been  already  voted,  and  therefore 
no  gentleman,  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe, 
would  add  to  tlie  burden  of  his  conftitucnts  a  fingle  (hilling. 
There  muft  be  fome  degree  of  contingent  rhk  to  the  public,  but 
as  it  was  only  in  the  event  of  the  dcmife,  both  of  His  M;ijefty  and 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  before  the  period  of  the  fmal  adjuftment 
of  the  debt,  the  contingent  rifk  was  reduced  to  a  degree  of  minute- 
nefs  that  was  hardly  worth  confidcration.  With  refpc6l  to  the 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  did  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  Parliament 
had  not  the  power  to  order  it  to  be  fold  ;  they  certainly  had  that 
power  ;  for  they  had  the  power  of  making  what  regulations  they 
thought  fit  with  regard  to  the  maintenance  cf  the  Royal  familv 
hat  he  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  Dutchy  of  Cornv/all; 
was  not  the  abfolutc  property  of  the  Prince  cf  W-^ics,  for  if  tlic 
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Prince  of  Wales  were  to  die  to-day,  the  Dutchy  of  C5omwall  would 
veil  in  his.Ropi  Highncfs  the  Duke  of  York  to-monx)w,  and  the 
Houfe  would  have  as  good  a  right  to  order  the  cflatc  of  any  indi- 
vidual to  be  fold  as  this  cftate.  .  There  bad  alfo  been  a  good  deal 
of  mifapprehehiion  as  to.  the  value  of  this  eftate  ;  two-tHirds  of  it 
were  not  rent  oiit  of  lancJ,  biit  a  duty  on  tin  in  the  county  of  Com- 
wall,  and  the  .other  part  confifted  of  a  diy  uninoiprovablc  rent>  and 
therefore,  thoTe  who  talked  about  v(rhat.  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall 
would  prodiice,  talked  without  much  knowledge  of  the  matter. 
Every  account  he  Jhad  heard  or  fcen  upon  this  fubjc£l  was  very 
m\]ch  exaggerated^  and  therefore  he  tl^ought  it  ncceflary  to  explain 
this.  With  refpeift  to  His  Majefty  contributing  towards  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  debts,  he  wifhed  to  fay  liotliing ;  gpntlcmch  fpokc 
upon  that  fubjeft  as  if  they  had  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  of  it ;  aU 
he  could  fay  was^  that  he  did  not  kriow  that  His  Majefty  had  the 
Jneans— in  (hort  hfe  kncW  nothing  of  the  matter.  He,  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,-  wifllcd  to  coiifider  what  was  fit  for  Parliament 
to  do,  and  not  to  call  upon  His  Majefty  to  exercife  his  bounty.  He 
was  fure  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  by  hi^  condefcenfion  wbuld  endeaf 
himfelf  to  the  afFedlion  of  the  Public. 

Mr.  BASTARD  thought  that  the  mode  of  prcfceedlng  m  this 
bufiriefs  was  very  objedtionatle.  The  flrft  application  ought  to  be 
for  sin  eftabliflimcnt,  intended  merely  to  fupport  the  fpletidour 
of  the  Prince;  he  then  might  afk  thd  afflftancc  of  the  Houfc  in  li- 
quidating his  debts.  The  queftion  otight  to  be,  will  you,,  or  will 
you  not,  pay  the  debts  ?  In  the  confufed  mariner  of  the  bufincfs; 
gentlemen  might  vote  with  very  different  views :  fomc  might  vote 
for  the  larger  fum,  under  the  idea  of  a  part  going  to  the  debts ; 
fome  for  the  fmaller,  thinking  that  the  dfebts  would  be  a  fcpa- 
rate  confidcration. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  thought  the  people  (whatfcver  was  fald  to 
the  contrary)  were  to  pdy  the  debts ;  arid  he  was  aware  thstt  the 
Iloufe  were  voting  aWay  the  money  of  the  nation.  After  giving 
infbruflions  to  the  Committee  fot  the  application,  he  faid,  the 
Houfc  were  pledged  fot  the  contingj:ift  fceurity-  He  condemned 
the  iftdiftindlncfs  and  eonfufion  of  the  mode  of  p^ccding;  ^nd 
wifltcd  that  nothing  of  the  defcts  had  been  introduced  with  the  dif- 
cuffion  on  the  eftabliflimcnt.  He  thought  that  there  was  a  very 
juft  claim  on  His  Majefty  to  come  forward,  fincc  he  had  not  ac- 
counted for  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy  during  the  minority  of  the 
Prince.  It  was  alfo  urged,  that  His  Majefty,  as  Ele<Skor  of  Hano- 
ver, ought  not  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales:  But,  he 
alked,  was  not  Hanover  intcrcftcd  in  the  affairs  of  HisJRoyal  High- 
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ncfs,  fincc  he  fucccedcd  to  that  elcdloratc?  His  Majcfty  fhould 
fee  that  his  intciefts  and  feelings  ought  to  be  in  common  with  the 
people ;  and  hence  he  ought  to  co-operate  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
and  alleviate  the  diftrcffes  of  the  nation  as  much  as  poffible. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  fpoke  to  fomc  length,  and  con- 
duded  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  LAMB^TON  obferved,  that  the  bufinefs  was  more  of  a 
national  than  perfonal  nature.  He  afked  upon  what  grounds  were 
fuch  large  fupplies  and  fubfidies  voted  in  the  courfc  of  the  war,  but 
from  a  motive  of  national  advantage.  Updn  the  fame  grounds, 
gentlemen  fliould  not  hefitate  to  vote  for  the  extinflion  of  His  Royal 
Highnefs  s  debts.  He  afked,  how  was  it  confiftent  to  vote  Her 
Royal  Highnefs  a  dower  of  50,0001.  a  year,  and  with  the  fame 
breath  make  her  fuffer  from  the  imprudence  of  the  Prince  previous 
to  his  marriage-  It  was  flated,  that  the  Prince  would  one  day  or 
other  be  extricated,  but  this  reminded  him  of  the  old  adage  "  The 
horfe  fhrves  while  the  grafs  grows."  The  motion  fimply  was,  to 
give  inftrudions  to  the  Committiiy  towards  a  plan  for  liquidating  the 
debts,  and  hence  he  faw  no  rcafon  to  oppofe  it. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion  ; 
but  added,  that,  if  the  Houfe  reiiiled  it,  and  came  to  decide  upon 
the  queflion — Whether  the  larger  or  the  fmaller  fum  was  to  be  grant- 
ed, he  would  certainly  vote  for  the  fmaller. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  faid,  that,  as  the  Houfe  had  once  already 
paid  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  that  under  the  pledge 
.  that  no  fuch  embarraiTment  fhould  again  happen,  they  could  not, ' 
confiftently,  vote  away  the  public  money  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  Now, 
another  thing  that  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  was,  that 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  bench  below  him  had,  on 
former  night,  faid,  that,  if  the  debts  were  to  be  paid,  fome  pre* 
▼entive  meafure  (hould  be  adopted  againft  the  pofTibility  of  any  fuch 
debts  being  incurred  in  time  to  come:  this  he  thought  abfolutclj 
neceflary,  and  that  it  ought  to  extend  to  all  the  Royal  family. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  certainly  wifhed  fome  fcheme  to  be  < 
adopted,  to  prevent  fimilar  embarraffments  in  future ;  an*  that  it 
(hould  apply  to  all  Princes  of  Wales:  but  that  was  not  immediately 
conneded  with  the  motion  then  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  faid,  he  muft  move  an  amendment  to  the 
in(hii£tion,  by  inferting,  after  the  word  his,  in  that  part  of  the 
meflage  which  provides  againft  his  incurring  any  debts/'  the 
words     or  any  other  branch  of  the  Royal  famlily." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  mufl  oppofe  the  amendment } 
becaufe  it  was  the  wiih  of  every  perfon  in  the  Houfe  that  the  mo« 
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tlon  fliould  be  as  much  firopHfied  as  pofliblc,  which  would  not  be 
the  cafe  if  that  amendment  took  place.  He  confcffed,  that  he  had 
no  objo('Vion  to  what  had  been  fuggcfted  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman over  againft  him — that  all  Princes  of  Wales  in  future  ought 
to  be  prevented  from  getting  into  fimilar  fituations :  the  other 
branches  of  the  Royal  family  were  by  no  means  in  fimilai;  (ituations ; 
and  he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would,  upon  rcccnfidc- 
ration,  agree  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE,  with  leave  of  the  Houfe,  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  fpoke  againft  the  motion,  becaufc  the  Houfe, 
and  the  Public,  had  a  right  to  know  the  amount  and  the  nature  of 
the  debts  before  they  were  called  upon  to  pay  them.  He  was  the 
more  convinced  that  there  was  a  neccffity  for  fome  inquiry  of  this 
fort,  becdufe,  without  going  into  the  bufinefs  of  probable  extortion, 
by  blood-fuckers,  leeches,  and  other  fuch  terms  which  had  been 
ufed,  it  was  clear,  that  the  more  thofc  debts  could  be  reduced  iwth 
juftice,  the  more  eafily  they  woul^c  paid  off. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  as  this  queftion  was  likely  to  go  to  a 
divifion,  and  as  the  attention  of  the  Public  was  attracted,  not  only 
to  tjie  general  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  in  this  bufinefs,  but  to  the 
particular  conduft  of  individuals,  he  was  very  defirous  that  the 
principles  on  which  he  had  already  voted,  and  thofe  on  which  he 
meant  to  vote  to-night,  fliould  be  exadtly  underftood.  That  an 
explanation  was  the  more  neceffary,  bccaqfc,  by  the  form  of  pro- 
ceeding which  had  been  obferved,  the  vote  given  did  not  cxprcfs 
or  convey  the  real  rricanlng  and  full  intention  of  the  pcrfon  who 
gave  it.  On  the  face  of  the  vote  itfclf  it  did  not  appear  whether, 
for  example,  a  pcrfon  who  voted  for  the  higher  eftablilbment,  mc^nt 
that  eyery  part  of  it  (hould  or  fhould  not  be  applied  to  the  difchargc 
of  debt,  or  whether  he  who  voted  for  the  lower  fum,  did  or  did 
not  mean  to  exclude  himfclf  from  all  the  confidcration  of  the  debts 
and  incumbrances.  That,  as  it  did  nbt  depend  on  him  to  alter  the 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  was  forced  to  vote  fimply,  yes  or  no,  to 
the  mottons  as  they  canxe  before  him,  Mr.  Francis  here  reminded  * 
the  Houfe,  that  when  the  queftion  was  put  to  him  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  what  eftablifliment  he  would  vote  for,  upon  a  general  view  of 
the  provifion,  fit  for  the  heir  apparent,  combined  with  the  fituatiori 
of  the  country,  and  abftradledly  from  any  confideration  whatfocvcf 
of  his  Royal  Highncfs's  debts  and  incumbrances ;  for  that  was  prc- 
cifely  the  ftate  in  which  the  queftion  came  before  him ;  the  anfurcr 
he  gave  it  by  his  vote  was,  that  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  vas 
l\if6cient.    But  he  did  noC  mean  by  that  vote  to  produdc  all  cas&- 
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deration  whatever  of  the  debts.  He  knew  that  it  was  a  cafe  (^f  nc- 
ccffity,  which  fooner  or  later  would  force  itfelf  on  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  and  with  greater  dif^d vantage  the  longer  it  was  put  off. 
The  Huufo  had  determined  in  favour  of  the  higher  eftablifhmcnt, 
and  he  muft  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Houfe  would  adhere  to  that 
rcfolution.  The  qucftion,  therefore,  now  before  him,  was  wliethcr 
he  would  or  would  not  concur  with  a  propofition  made  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs  himfelf,  to  apply  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  fum  they 
had  already  voted,  and  which,  whether  fo  applied  or  not,  would 
be  equally  a  burden  on  the  people,  to  the  difcharge  of  his  debts,  or 
whetlier  that  whole  income  Ihould  be  left  withgut  any  obligation  upon 
it,  and  finally,  perhaps,  to  be  fpent  without  having  contributed  ma- 
terially to  that  very  fervice,  on  account  of  which,  in  the  minds  of 
many  gentlemen,  the  higher  eftablifhmcnt  had  been  confcnted  to- 
This  being  ftridlly  the  ftate  of  the  qucftion  now  to  be  determined, 
he  did  not  fee  how  he  could  confcientioufly,  or  with  juftke  to  the 
Public,  refufe  his  affent  to  the  propofition  as  it  flood. 

Sir  JOHN  CALL  argued  for  an  immediate  difcharge  of  the  debt. 
The  beft  and  leaft  burdenfome  way  of  providing  for  it,,  he  took  to 
be  the  fale  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  which  from  calculations  he 
had  made,  he  conceived  would  in  every  refpedl  be  advantageous  to 
the  Public,  and  relieve  the  Prince  from  his  embarraffmcnts. 

Mr,  WILBERFORCE  thought  that  fome  inquiry  ought  to  be 
made,  as  to  tlie  manner  in  which  the  debts  had  been  contradted, 
becaufe  it  may  be  produflive  of  fome  advantage.  He  had  voted 
for  the  fmaller  fum  on  a  former  night,  and  though  he  had  every  wi(h 
to  allow  a  proper  and  fplendid  eftabliOiment  to  the  Prince,  he  mull 
'  confider  tl^c  neceffity  there  was  for  economy  at  prefent. 

Mr.  BURDON  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  any  additional 
burden  being  laid  upon  the  country,  and  would  throughout  oppofe 
the  fcheme  of  paying  thofe  debts. 

Mr.  STURT  faid  he  recoUedted  to  have  been  in  the  Houfe  durr 
ing  thelaft  Parliament,  when  in  X787  His  Majefty*s  Minifter  had 
brought  down  a  meffage  from  the  King,  recommending  the  payment 
of  tlic  Prince  of  Wales's  debts,  but  upon  the  exprcfs  condition  that 
no  future  application  of  the  fame  nature  would  be  made  ;  and  the 
Minifter  had  gone  the  length  of  affuring  the  Houfe,  that  he,  indi- 
vidually, would  refufe  to  bring  down  any  meffage  of  the  kind  again ; 
he  was  therefore  furprifed  at  the  prefent  proceeding,  and  muft  infift 
that  no  Member  who  was  in  the  Houfe  at  that  time,  could  confift-r 
cntly,  or  with  any  propriety,  agree  to  pay  the  Prince's  debts  a  fecond 
time  ;  and  if  they  did,  he  faw  no  fecurity  but  that  they  might  b^ 
6aUed  upon  again* 
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Sir  W.  DOLBEN  agreed  to  vote  for  the  inftruAion  moved,  bc- 
caufe  formerly  the  Houfe  had  only  the  affurancc  of  the  Minifter 
upon  the  fubje<5l,  but  the  mcffagc  of  that  day  exprcffcd,  that  his 
Royal  Highncfs  himfelf  wasdcfirous  to  avoid  future  embarraffmcnt, 
and  upon  this  affurance  he  had  great  reliance.  With  regard  to  Han- 
over, he  doubted  whether  His  Majefty  received  from  that  Eledlorate 
any  thing  after  defraying  its  expenditure ;  and  as  to  the  Dutchy  of 
.  Cornwall,  if  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  the  time  he  was  bom  be- 
came entitled  to  the  revenues  of  it,  and  they  had  not  been  accounted 
for,  it  might  be  matter  of  inquiry  ;  but  he  faw  no  reafon  that  the 
country  had  to  look  to  His  Majefty  for  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
thofe  debts.  ' 

Mr.  BANKES  faid,  he  conceived  the  voting  of  any  fum  for 
the  eflabliftimcnt  of  thrf  Prince,  as  totally  diftinQ  from  voting  money 
to  pay  his  debts,  which  he  thought  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  to  do,  after  the  mcffagc  that  had  been  recorded  on  their  jour- 
nals in  1787.  With  regard  to  what  had  bcefi  faid  refpcffing  the 
marriage,  he  did  not  conceive  that  the  Houfe  was  at  all  implicated, 
or  in  any  degree  a  party  to  it ;  the  debts  were  notorious  before  that 
event  took  place,  and  it  might  have  been  concluded  without  their 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter.  The  payment  of  debts  muft 
always  be  unpleafant  to  that  Houfe.  He  did  not  approve  of  mca- 
furcs  that  went  only  to  check  fpch  things,  and  thought  that  the  only 
-way  to  prevent  them  in  future  was,  by  not  paying  the  debts  now 
incurred. 

Mr. '  SUMNER  oppofed  particularly  that  part  of  the  motion 
which  appropriated  any  part  of  the  income  to  the  Prince  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts ;  the  two  queftions  were  not  fairly  before  the 
Houfc,  and  ought  not  to  be  blended  ;  he  therefore  moved  anarocnd- 
mont>  to  leave  out  the  latter  part  of  the  inftruftion. 

Mr.  GREY  feconded  the  amendment,  becaufe  he  thought  it 
tended  to  fimplify  the  motion  ;  he  thought  thofe,  who  like  himfelf, 
were  willing  to  give  the  Prince  a  proper  and  fuitable  allowance,  but 
at  the  fame  time  were  of  opinion  that  the  houfe  h^^d  nothing  to  do 
with  his  debts,  had  not  been  fairly  dealt  with.  Upon  a  former 
occafion  many  had  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  becaufe  they  thought 
it  ncceffary  to  the  fplendor  of  his  eftabliftiment,  who  would  not 
have  voted  for  it  if  they  had  thought  any  part  of  it  was  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  However,  the  Houfe  was 
not  pledged  by  any  thing  that  had  been  done,  and  might  alter  it  if 
Jhcy  ftiould  think  proper ;  it  was  not  one  of  thofe  cafes  where  mo- 
ipcy  had  been  advanced  in  confcquence  of  a  refolution  of  the  Houfci 
yjiich  ought  alwa^'s  to  \)c  confirined,         declared  Wmfdf  Jxsf  bQ 
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entirely  againft  the  payment  of  the  debts  in  any  way,  as  a  qucftion 
that  ought  not  to  be  entertained  in  the  Houfe.  ^e  confidered  it  as 
a  qucAion  of  raifing  money  from  the  fubjcfls,  and  entirely  different 
from  making  a  provifion  for  the  Prince  of  Wales*  He  was  againft 
pledgii^  the  Houfe  or  the  Public  in  any  way  whatever,  that  might 
eventually  or  contingently  lead  to  fixing  a  burden  upon  them,  to  pay 
thofe  debts,  with  which  he  thought  they  had  nothing  to  d(J,  and  the 
amendment  moved  was  the  bed  way  for  the  Houfe  to  avoid  givhg 
-any  fuch  pledge. 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  defended  himfelf  from  any  intention  of 
wifliing  to  treat  the  honourable  gentleman  or  the  Houfe  unfairly  ; 
on  die  contrary,  he  thought  that  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
worded  the  indruSion,  by  giving  4xx>m  for  the  propofed  amendment, 
was  the  faireft  public  way  of  difcuiTmg  the  fubjeft.  He  agreed, 
that  undoubtedly  during  the  progrcfs  of  any  meafure  in  that  Houfe, 
they  might  alter  any  former  refolution  come  to  upon  it ;  but  until 
that  was  done,  the  laft  refolution  was  always  confidered  to  be  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe.  He  had  ftated  before,  that  on  the  event  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  death,  fome  other  fund  was  to  be  macje  charge- 
able for  the  remainder  of  the  debts.  He  would  vote  againft  the 
amendment  propofed. 

Mr.  t'OX  contended,  that  by  the  inftru(9ion  propofed,  they 
were  not  voting  money  for  the  Prince's  debts,  nor  pledging  the  Houfe 
to  pay  them.  That  was  to  be  a  future  confideration,  atnl  one  upon 
which  he  thought  an  arrangement  might  eafily  be  made  when  he 
knew  the  refources  which  the  Prince  poffeffed,  and  the  affiftance 
which  he  might  derive  from  the  munificence  of  his  father.  The 
Houfe,  by  agreeing  to  the  inftruftion  moved,  were  not  pledged  for 
one  farthing  of  the  debts ;  and  as  to  the  mode  of  bringing  the  fub- 
jedl  forward,  every  one  muft  allow,  that  where  fo  many  queftions 
were  involved,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  determining  which  (hould 
be  firft  difcufifcd.  He  lamented  the  neceffity  for  fetting  apart  any 
predfe  quantum  of  the  Prince's  income  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  ; 
becaufe  that  ought  to  be  determined  by  him  ;  but  the  difficulty  which 
he  felt  on  that  point  was  obviated  by  the  rocffage  which  the  Houfe 
had  juft  received,  and  the  fubftancc  of  which,  he  trufted,  would 
be  ftill  more  diftin£Hy  avowed  in  fome  future  communication.  Upon 
this  pmnt  fome  new  inftru<9lon  might  be  neccffary,  and  he  trufted 
diat  due  notice  would  be  given  when  it  was  to  be  brought  fon^^ard. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  in  what  had  been  faid  by  the  right 
ixmourable  gentleman, 

Mr.  MARTIN  expreflcd  his  concern  that  a  fecond  application 
^ovid  be  n^ade  for  the  payment  of  the  Frinee's  debts  \  ^mcUhoughi 
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he  oppofed  it,  ftill  he  requcftcd  to  have  it  undcrftood,  that  no  nan 
in  the  kingdom  was  more  attached  to  the  Prince  and  His  Majc%, 
as  far  as  they  were  conne6led  with  the  Conftitution  ;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  applications  like  the  prefent,  were  likely  to  favour  them 
cither  in  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe  or  the  country. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  fald  it  certainly  was  not  his  intention  in  that 
ftage  of  the  bufinefs  to  enter  into  any  long  difcuflion ;  when  the 
proj>er  time  came  he  would  fpeak  out  plainly,  without  courting  po- 
pularity on  one  fide,  or  fearing  difpleafure  on  the  other.    On  the 
point  that  the  Houfe  by  agreeing  to  the  moticMi  before  there,  were  in 
no  degree  pledging  themfclves  for  the  payment  of  the  Prince  s  debt«, 
he  differed  from  his  right  honourable  friend.  But  he  differed  ftill  more 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofitc.    The  only  qucftion 
that  ought  to  be  before  them,  was  fimply  whether  the  debts  were  to 
be  paid  or  no  ?  But  by  the  mode  in  which  it  had  been  brou^t  for- 
ward, this  direft  queftiofi  might  be  evaded.    The  reafoning  of  his 
right  Honourable  friend  with  regard  to  an  annual  income  to  be  al- 
lowed to  the  Prince  might  be  true,  but  it  could  not  be  fo  with  the 
King  s  Minifttr ;  for  if  hp  required  1 25,0001.  as  an  adequate  in- 
iJofne  for  the  Prince,  certainly  he  could  not  mean  to  pay  his  debts 
out  of  it ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  a  part  was  to  be  paid  out  of 
that  fum,  the  Houfe  was  pledged  to  pay  thofe  debts  under  the  cva-  ; 
lion  of  making  a  fuitable  provifion  for  hi^  Royal  Highnefs.  Hf 
would  rather  have  preferred  addrefling  the  King  upon  the  fubjcd  j 
than  the  mode  that  had  been  followed.    As  to  the  language  that 
had  been  ufed,  reprobating  this  application  to  Parliament  as  a  breach 
of  promifc,  and  other  obfervations  of  that  fort,  he  would  not  now 
give  any  opinion.    The  Public  certainly  never  would  believe  that 
the  King's  Miniftcr  propofcd  an  annual  income  of  1 25,000!.  for 
the  Prince,  without  any  reference  to  the  debts  ;  and  they  ought  not 
to  be  trifled  and  quibbled  with,  by  being  told  ?t  the  fame  time  that 
they  were  not  pledged  to  pay  them  ;  they  ouriit  not  to  be  deluded, 
humbugged,  and  deceived  in  that  way,  but  fairly,  and  at  once  to 
know  whether  they  were  to  pay  the  debts  or  not.    To-night  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  vote  either  way — this  feemed  to  furprife  feme 
gentlemen  oppofite ;  but  to  thofe  who  generally  made  up  their  minds 
upcni  all  qucftions  bcfofc  ihey  came  into  the  Houfe,  it  was  to  be  cx- 
peded  they  muft  b^SfctiHfc^liat  he  had  not  made  up  his  after  he 
was  in  it.  He  was^againft  gi^ij.  any  inftruflions  to  the  Committee, 
relative  to  the  payment  of  the  debts ;  yet  he  would  give  it  as  his  po- 
firive  opinion,  that  tHey  ought  to  be  paid  immediately,  for  the  dig- 
nity of  the  country,  and  the  fituation  of  tlic  Prince.    He  oii^ht 
not  to  be  fecn  rolling  about  th^  ftrccts  in  hii  ftatc-coach  as  an  ij^ 
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folvent  prodigal :  but,  while  he  ought  to  be  relieved  from  his  cm- 
barraffmcnts,  the  Public  (hould  not  be  burdened  with  the  preffurc 
of  a  hair,  in  affording  him  that  relief.  By  coming  at  all  to  that 
Houfe  to  pay  his  debts,  the  Prince  had  been  ill  advifed  ;  and  he  fin- 
ccrcly  believed  the  King  had  not' an  honett  Miniftcr  about  him,  or 
clfe  they  never  would  have  heard  of  fuch  an  application  to  Parlia- 
ment. The  debts  may  and  ought  to  be  paid.  If  it  is  meant  to 
keep  Monarchy  refpcdablc  in  the  eyes  of  this  country,  and  of  the 
world,  a  different  condu<ft  (hould  have  been  purfucd.  The  fum  of 
two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  he  reckoned  trifling,  when 
compared  to  the  unbecoming  fituation  of  •  an  heir  apparent  to  the 
Crown,  without  independence,  and,  what  was  worfe^  without  cha- 
ra^cr.  In  the  courfc  of  thofe  difcuffions,  gentlemen  had  applied 
bold  and  ftrong  language  to  that  illuftrious  Prince,  but  there  were 
other  high  and  illuflrious  characters,  who,  in  future  difcufiions, 
muft  be  told  as  plainly  what  the  Public  have  a  right  to  cxpeS  from 
them,  and  what  their  conduft  ought  to  have  been  upon  the  prcfcnt 
occafion,  however  ungracious  the  talk  may  be, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he  could  not  in  point  of  order  reply 
to  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  nor  did  he  mean  it.  This 
certainly  was  a  queftion  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  felt  him- 
fclf  very  much  intereftcd,  though  he  had  told  the  Houfe  he  did  not 
intend  to  vote  upon  it  either  way,  bccaufe  he  had  not  made  up  his 
mind.  He  muft  take  the  liberty  to  fay  that  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  given  his  attendance  to  the  former  difcuffions  on  the 
fubjedt,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  in  his  place,  or  even  had  he  been 
eariier  in  his  attendance  that  night,  he  would  have  heard  enough  to 
make  up  his  mind  upon.  t 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  unncccffary  for  him  to  ftatc  to 
the  Houfe  the  reafons  which  prevented  his  attendance,  and  were  he 
to  ftate  them,  they  moft  probably  would  be  unintelligible  to  that 
right  honourable  gentleman.  His  reafon  for  giving  no  vote  was, 
becaufe  he  did  not  approve  of  the  motion  before  the  Houfe  ;  it  was 
a  mcafure  confufed  and  indireft.  When  the  pofitive  queftion, 
"  Whether  the  debts  ought  to  be  paid  or  not  was  before  the 
Houfe,  he  would  have  no  hefitation  in  deciding. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment ; 

Ayes,  52;  Noes,  226. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  original  motion, 
Ayes,  242  ;  Noes,  46, 
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Wharton,  John 
Maitkmd,  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  R.J. 
Plumer,  William 
Portman,  H.B* 
Duncombe,  Henry 
Barclay,  George 
Coke,  D.  Parker 
Halhed,  N.  B. 
Pierrepqint,  C, 
Main  waring,  William 
Popham,  A. 
Stanley,  J.  T. 
Robinfon,  M. 
Buller,  John 
'  Glanville,  £• 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Littleton,  Sir£. 
Wijley,  E. 
Ra&leigh,  P. 
Pierfe,  Henry 
Trevelyan,  oir  J. 
Folkes,  Sir  M.  B. 
Philips,  J.  G. 
Church,  J.  B. 
Sheridan,  R.  B, 
Duncombe,  C. 
Stanley,  T. 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
M«Leod,  General  N. 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Wynne,  R,  W. 
Weftcrn,  C.C. 
BouTerie,  Hoo*  Edwsud 

Sumner,  G. 
Grey,  Charlei 


AMENTARY  A.  1795. 

TY  on  Mr.  Sumner's  Amendment. 
Bridgwater  * 
Great  Bedwin 
Cornwall  County 
Warwickihire 
Hertfordihire 
Bridport 
l^ancafler 
Biechingly 
Bedford 

Durham  County 

Tewkelbury 

Devon  County 

Middlefez  County 

New  Sarum 

Camelfbrd 

Lancafhire 

York 

BerkHure 

Beverley 

Jedburgh,  &c. 

Thetford 

Herefordfhire 

Wells 

York  County  ] 
Bridport 

Nottingham  , 

Lymington 

Nottinghamfliire 

Middlefcx  County 

Taunton 

Wootton  BaiTee 

Boroughbridge 

Exeter 

Malm(bury 

Cornwall 

Scafibrdfhire 

Worcefter 

Fowey 

Nohhallcrton 

Somerfct  County 

Ring*8  Lynn 

Caermarthen 

Wendaver 

Stafford 

Shaftefbury 

Lancafhire 

Cumberland  County 

Invemefslhire 

Lewes 

Denbigh  County 

Maiden 

Dowaton* 

TELLERS. 

Guildford 

Northum^^l^Google- 
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Tuffdayy  2d  June. 

Mr.  THELLUSSON  moved,   "  That  the  affidavit  of  Mr; 
Malefpinc  fhould  be  laid  upon  the  tabic." 

Mr.  GREY  faid  he  lofe  rather  to  exprcfs  his  opinion  why  the  af- 
fidavit ought  not  to  be  received,  than  vote  againft  its  production. 
He  thought  it  would  be  improper  to  receive  any  affidavits  of  circum- 
ftanccs,  before  the  Houfc  had  fcfolved  whether  they  would  go  into 
an  inquiry  or  not.  He  was  aware  it  w'ould  be  anfwered,  tliat 
an  affidavit  had  already  been'  received  ;  [Mr.  Grey  alluded  to  one 
made  by  General  Myers]  but  it  ftiould  be  remembered  that  that  cafe 
ah)fc  from  the  neceiTity  of  it.  The  gallant  Officer  who  made  it 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  country,  in  the  profecution  of  a  great  and 
important  fervice.  Mr.  Malefpine,  on  the  edntraryj  might  be 
called  before  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  and  there  give  his  teftimony,  if 
the  Houfe  (hould  judge  it  expedient  to  call  for  ir.  Thg  obfcrvation 
he  would  make  to  the  Houfe ;  he  Would  declare  it  roundly  and 
firmly,  and  would  prove  it  by  the  moft  undeniable  teftimony,  that 
the  affidavit  of  Mr  Malefpine  was  the  moft  grofs  and  fcandalous 
perjury ;  fuch  tl\at  he  hoped  would  not  only  be  detedlcd  in  that 
Houfe,  but  might  affi^rd  matter  for  future  proceedings  in  a  Court  of 
Juftice.  He  again  repeated,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  its  pro- 
dudion  ;  he  only  dated  thofe  rcafons  which  he  thought  went  againft 
the  principle  of  its  admiflion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DUN  DAS  faid,  he  alfo  would  confirm  the 
affertion  of  Mr.  Grey  refpcdling  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Malefpine,  and 
evidence  was  then  attending  who  would  contradict  every  part  of  it. 
He  had  made  inquiry  into  the  charadler  of  another  officer  who  had 
been  attacked,  and  w^hofe  reputation  was  dear  to  him — he  meant 
his  brother,  now  no  more.  The  refult  of  his  inquiry  had  been 
fuch  as  to  prove,  that  that  brave  man  had  never  a6lcd  fo  as  to  call 
for  cenfure  on  his  conduft.  He  was  now  no  more,  and  he  re- 
qucfted  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  about  to  move  for  an  inquiry, 
that  they  would  not  let  any  falfe  delicacy,  or  any  refpedl  for  the 
afhcsof  the  dead,  previent  them  from  bringing  his  condud  alfo  to  an 
examination.  He  afked  this,  becaufe  he  felt  the  full  confidence 
that  thcTcfalt  rtiuft  do  honour  to  the  charadter  of  that  gallant  officer, 
by  a  triumphant  vidory  over  the  aflailants  of  his  fame.  He  afked 
this,  becaufe  he  faw  his  charafler  fhamefully  attacked  in  the  ftatc 
papers  of  Another  nation.  Fi^or  Huety  the  Commiffioner,  in  his 
f>libUc  difpatchcs,  had  carried  enmity  beyond  the  grave,  and  had 
bafely  infulted  the  memory  of  a  man,  whom  he  had  feared  to  meet 
When  living.  He  implored  thofe  who  called  fbroigx^iiiQi^Qlc 
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let  it  extend  to  the  length  he  afkcd,  and  thereby  do  jufticc  to  the 
reputation  of  a  gallant  ofBcer,  whofe  conduft  never  was  before  im- 
peached. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  remarked,  that  the  affidavit  now  pro- 
duced was  one  that  was  now  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  upon  a 
caufe  there  pending.  It  was  an  affidavit  to  fafts  which  the  depo- 
nent believed  to  be  true,  and  upon  which,  without  others,  tlie  Court  i 
would  not  proceed  ;  he  thought  it  would  be  improper  in  that  Houfe 
to  a£l  upon  an  affidavit,  which  the  Courts  below  would  not,  unle6  ' 
fiipportcd  by  others. 

Mr.  BA.RHAM  faid,  he  had  aiked  lor  no  other  papers  but 
what  were  ncceffary  to  ground  his  motion  upon.  He  fliould  afl 
folely  upon  the  cvrdence  before  the  Houfe,  and  confine  hinofelf  to 
the  papers  upon  the  table.  In  refpcft  to  what  had  fallen  from  an 
honourable  gentleman,  concerning  a  gallant  officer  now  dead,  he 
challenged  ^e  rccoUefiion  of  the  Houfe,  whether  he  ever  had  faid 
a  word  imputing  blame  againft  him.  When  he  did  not  blame  him, 
it  was  not  through  a  delicacy  for  the  memory  of  the  dead ;  it  was 
becaufe  he  believed  none  of  his  aftions  ever  merited  cenfurc. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  although  the  affidavits  were  not 
then  upon  the  table,  yet  they  were  in  every  gentleman's  hand,  be- 
caufe a  copy  had  been  fent  to  each  Member.    He  wiftied  much 
they  were  before  the  Houfe.    They  bore  internal  marks  of  falfe- 
hood,  even  although  they  could  not  othcrwife  be  detected.    In  the 
preface  to  them  it  was  flated,  that  thofe  were  the  affidavits  upon  ^ 
which  the  memorial,  prefcnted  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  was  ' 
founded.    Examining  the  dates,  it  would  be  found  that  the  affida- 
vits were  made  after  the  memorial  of  which  they  were  faid  to  be 
the  foundation.   It  was  alfo  ftated,  that  after  the  publication  of  the  1 
proclamation  many  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  iflands  tlx)k  tlie  oaths  | 
of  allegiance ;  this  alfo  Mr.  Sheridan  obfcrved,  was  contradi^W  i 
elfewherc. 

Mr.  THELLUSSON  thought  it  ncceffary  to  ftate  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  .brother,-  who  prefcnted  the  memorial,  a£tcd.  Ha 
had  been  charged  on  a  former  occafion  with  having  made  a  wilful 
mifreprefentation  in  his  memorial  on  this  bufinefs  ;  in  doing  diis, 
he  aded  merely  as  an  agent,  and  was  not  refponliblc  for  the  dia-  | 
rader  of  Mr.  Malefpinc,  unlefs  it  had  been  notorioufly  bad;  but 
the  contrary  was  the  fadfc,  his  reputation  was  good.  \ 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  his  objection  was  (imply  this,  that  he  did  not 
like  to  Cake  the  affidavit  of  a  man,  who,  if  he  gave  evidence  at  all,  ^ 
ought  in  this  cafe  to  give  it  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe.    But  as  this 
affidavit  had  been  circulated  fa  much,  he  th^JffitefeyiG^l^l(?>  ^ 
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Commented  upon  in  die  courfe  of  the  debate  upon  this  bufinefs, 
othcrwife  two  very  great  officers,  of  high  charader,  would  be 
treated  in  a  very  Mnbecoining  manner;'  for  they  certainly  were  ca- 
lumniated groftly  in  this  extraordinary  affidavit.  He  could  have 
wiihcd  that  the  affidavit  might  have  been  laid  upon  the  tabic,  cfpe- 
cially  if  there  was  to  be  no  inquiry  into  the  condud  of  thefc  officers, 
bccaufp,  if  the  affidavit  were  on  the  table,  it  would  be  regular  to 
difcufs  it. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  thought,  in  the  bufmcfs  before  the  Houfc, 
the  qucOion  of  policy  and  not  of  guilt  was  to  be  confidcrcd  ;  and  he 
could  not  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  fome  gentlemen  as  to  the  en- 
tire incompetency  and  inconfillcpcy  of  the  affidavit.  His  friend, 
Mr.  ThellulTon,  h  id  bctn  called  upon  to  do  as  he  had  done.  When 
the  h6Xs  (hted  in  thofc  affiJ  ivits  were  made  known  to  him,  as  he 
had  no  leafon  to  know  the  charafter  of  Mr.  Malefpine  to  be 
bad,  he  could  do  no  oihcrwifc  than  prcfcnt  the  remonftrance  which 
he  did. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  fpoke  againft  the  affidavit  in  the  moft  ex- 
prcITive  terms  \  he  was  certain,  he  faid,  of  an  honourable  gentle- 
man's aflertion,  that  he  could  prove  the  falfehood  of  the  memorial, 
and  the  affidavit,  which  was  manifeftly  founded  on  it.  Should  the 
affidavit  be  received,  it  would  be  eftablifhing  a  dangerous  precedent. 
Thdfchara^ter  of  the  officers  whom  it  tended  to  criminate  was  highly 
deferving, '  and  the  more  it  was  inveftigated  the  greater  luftre  would 
be  added  to  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fubmitted  whether  this  difcuffion  ought  to 
be  continued  farther?  An  irregular  difcuffion  had  taken  plac«, 
which  would  much  better  be  deferred  until  the  projx^fed  motion 
ihould  be  made.  As  far  as  he  could  collcft  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe, 
he  believed  it  went,  that  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Malefpine  (hould  not 
be  received.  It  was  therefore  better  to  defer  the  difcuffion  to  its 
pmper  time. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obfervcd,  that  he  had  troubled  the 
Houfe  on  various  occalions  to  attend  to  certain  regulations  refped- 
ing  die  payment  of  the  wages  of  feamen ;  thofe  regulations  had  been 
adopted,^  and  he  trufted  that  the  beneficial  effeds  of  them  had  been 
already  felt.  He  had  an  objedt  now  in  view  of  a  fimiiar  nature;  it 
related  to  half-pay  officers  of  the  na  v-  There  were  a  fet  of  mefi 
who  were  fubjeft  at  prcfent  to  intolerable  hardfliips.  When  called 
upon  to  go  into  adlual  fervice,  they  found  themfelves  in  a  very  auk- 
ward  fitaation :  the  pittance  that  was  paid  to  them  was  fo  fmall, 
that  it  did  not  anfwcr  the  purpofes  of  fitting  them  outg£^ltiQii^t[)^|e 
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the  confequcnce  of  which  was,  that  they  found  themfelves  involved 
in  greit  difficulties.    They  had  occafion  for  money  to  fit  them  out,  ^ 
for  which  purpofe  they  ufually  went  to  an  agent,  to  wliom  they  paid 
five  per  cent  intereft,  to  which  was  to  be  added  money  for  commif-^ 
fion,  and  for  alTurance  of  their  lives  when  they  were  going  upon  an 
hazardous  cnterprize,  fo  that  altogether  out  of  this  mifcrable  pittance, 
the  deduction  was  not  lefs  than  eighteen  per  cent.    His  objc<ft  was 
to  remove  thc^e  difficulties,  and  put  an  end  to  this  enormous  ex- 
pence ;  for  which  purpofe  he  fliould  propofe,  that  they  fhould  have 
three  months  wages  in  advance  when  called  into  the  fcrvicc;  that  ] 
they  fliould  be  allowed  to  draw  bills  at  three  months,  fix  months,  ] 
nine  months,  or  twelve  months,  as  they  might  think  fit  to  fuit  their  I 
convenience,  which  bills  would  be  regularly  paid  without  any  of  the 
^xpencc  which  he  had  already  fpecificd.    Another  point  which  he 
had  in  view  was,  that  of  a  regulation  of  the  payment  of  widows' 
penfions.    He  propofcd  chat  they  fliould  be  paid  by  bills  drawn  for 
that  purpofe,  without  any  expencc  or  inconvenience.    He  concluded 
with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  ready  and  con- 
venient payment  of  the  wages  of  the  half-pay  officers  of  His  Ma- 
jcfly's  navy,  &c. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  did  not  oppofe  this ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  extremely  happy  that  the  fubjedl  was  brought  forward.— 
The  half-pay  officers  of  the  navy  were  unqueftionably  objefls  M|[hly 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  that  Houfe;  but  he  was  of  opinion  alfo, 
that  fomething  fliould  be  done  in  favour  of  the  fubalterns  of  the  army, 
whofe  cafe  was  at  prefenc  very  hard  ;  and  he  was  forry,  that  after  j 
proviilon  had  been  made  this  feffion  to  feveral  obje(5ts,  and  one  very 
large  and  extcnfivc,  that  ftill  tiie  fubalterns  of  the  army  ihould  have 
been  negle<Stcd. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  denied  that  there  was  any  dif- 
pofilion  in  His  MajcGy's  IVliniftcrs  to  negle<S  the  fubalternsof  tho 
army,  as  fccmed  to  have  been  jutt  now  infinuated.  It  was  caficr 
to  talk  of  relief  in  general  terms,  than  to  procure  it :  and  the  lio- 
nourable  gentleman  had  not  ftated  any  fpecific  remedy,  nor  any  fpc- 
cific  grievance  in  this  cafe. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,  he  thought  it  was  fufficiently  fpc- 
cificd,  to  ftate  that  thts  fubalterns  of  the  Britifli  army  ought  to  have 
fome  provifion  made  for  them.  The  fadt  was  fo ;  for  he  wouM 
venture  to  fay,  that  every  gentleman  in  that  Houfe  gave  more  re- 
ward to  his  footman  annually  than  fome  of  the  half-pay  officers  in 
the  army  received  from  the  Public. 

General  SMITH  approved  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dundas.— 
The  regulations  he  propofed,  he  tliought  P^fff^^|j^(J^(5Wf^*^ 


A.  1795-  DEBATES.  461 

fuch  as  muft  meet  the  approbation  of  every  man  i^ho  had  the  inte-r 
reft  of  the  Britifh  navy  at  heart.  He  wiflied,  however,  that  the 
care  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  would  alfo  extend  to  the  In- 
dia officers,  who  were  equally  defcrving  rf  their  country. 

Colonel  ROLLE  approved  of  the  motion.  The  cafe  of  mid- 
ihipmen  at  the  conclufion  of  a  war  was  peculiarly  hard,  and  he 
wished  that  fume  provifion  (hould  be  made  for  them. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  recommended  the  fame  thing  with  regard  to  the 
marines.  ^ 

Gencrnl  MACLEOD  faid,  he  was  not  much  in  the  habit  of 
befti>wip^  pratfes  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  therefore,  as  he  did 
{o  ni'nr,  there  would  be  the  lefs  rcafon  to  doubt  his  fmcerity.  He 
ccrcninly  applauded  the  right  honourable  gentleman  very  highly  for 
this  motion.  He  alfo  hoped  that  the  cafes  of  the  other  perfons  al- 
luded to  would  have  the  Minifter  s  attention. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried,  as  was  alfo  a  motion  for  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  payment  of  the  widows*  penfions. 

Mr.  BAIIH  A  Vi  now  rofe  to  make  tlic  motion,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  refpec*ing  the  condudl  of  Sir  Charles  Crey  and  Sir 
John  Jervis  in  the  Weft  Indies.  He  trufted  it  was  unneceflary  for 
him  to  fay  any  thing  in  his  own  vindication  for  rifing  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  he  had  never  K  .n  very  forward  to  trouble  tlie  Houfe,  but 
had  he  been  ever  fo  ready  to  rilb  on  other  occafions,  no  man  (what- 
ever his  fentiments  on  the  fubjed.  might  othcrwifc  be)  would  believe 
tiiat  light  motives  could  induce  him  to  take  up  a  bufinefs  like  this. 
Betides  die  pain  he  felt  from  the  thing  itfelf,  he  was  wtU  aware  how 
accufation  was  generally  received  in  that  Houfe,  and  knew,  that  let 
it  be  ever  fo  well  cflabliflied,  it  could  not  produce  much  good  will 
In  thofe  who  brought  it  forward.  Proceed  in  the  bufinefs  how  he 
might,  he  could  hardly  fail  to  excite  fome  enmities  that  he  was  fony 
for,  and  muft  expert  to  meet  all  the  unpopularity  which  thofe  have 
to  encounter,  who  bring  charges  agnlnft  perfons  whom  every  one 
has  been  accuftomed  to  admire,  and  feels  a  natural  defire  to  proted. 
All  this  he  felt  the  more,  as  he  perceived  that  many  perfons  were 
not  very  willing  to  fhare  that  unpopularity  with  him,  and  that  he 
was  not  to  receive  affiftancc  fmm  Cr>me  quarters,  where,  from  the 
nature  of  the  fubjed,  he  had  hoped  to  find  it.  With  nearly  the 
united  abilities  of  the  Houfe  againft  him,  what  could  he  expedl  for 
himfelf,  but  to  afford  an  eafy  vidory  to  eloquence,  ingenuity,  and 
habits  of  debate,  which  he  did  not  pofiefs.  The  motives,  how- 
ever, which  urged  him  to  perfevere,  admitted  of  no  party  whatever ; 
fir  he  mas  firmly  convinced,  that  to  the  conduB  of  which  he  com^ 
^lainedf  were  chief y  vwing  the  hjf  'es  which  we  were  mmMIy  fuJid^Z 
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ing.  in  the  Wefi  Indies  ;  and  he  verify  believedy  that  there  had  exifled 
few  cafesy  which  more  demanded  the  interpofition  of  Parliament ^  xvhe*  ^ 
iber  it  zoere  for  the  proteSiion  of  pur  iniere/h,  or  the  recovery  of  our 
hmur. 

Mudi  had  been  faid  about  the  fiippofcd  delay,  and  the  latenefs 
of  the  period  at  which  this  bufinefs  was  brouglit  forward.  It  was, 
hcTO'cver,  not  denied,  that  application  had  been  made  to  Govern- 
ment  concerning  the  proclamations,  as  foon  as  they  were  tranfmit- 
tcd  to  this  countr}\  It  was  equally  certain  that  no  anfwcr  could 
tc  obtafncd  from  Miniftcrs  on  the  fubjcdl  till  very  lately-  Of  this 
fcc  did  not  pretend  to  know  die  rcafons  ;  he  mentioned  it  not  as  a 
matter  of  charge,  but  as  a  matter  of  fa<Sl,  which  had  rendered  it 
impoffiblc  for  him  to  proceed  a  day  fooncr.  He  challenged  any  gen- 
tleman to  deny  this,  and  therefore  all  future  complaints  of  delay  (if  ertj 
were  to  he  made)  muji  be  dire6ied  rather  to  anothen  quarter  than  t4 
him. 

He  next  obfcrvcd,  5S  to  the  order  of  proceeding  which  he  had  , 
idopreif,  in  moving  for  tlie  papers  before  he  made  the  motion  which 
W35  to  be  founded  on  them.    He  had  been  told  that  this  was  irre- 
gular, prcpoftcrous,  and  even  unfair  to  the  parties  concern^'d.  As 
to  its  irregularity,  he  fliould  only  fay,  that'  he  had  not  failed  to  con- 
folt  tlie  highcft  authorities.  Wfiy  it  was  prcpoftcrous,  he  could  not  di- 
vine ;  for  undoubtedly  it  feemcd  the  moft  defirablc,  both  fot  thofe 
who  had  allegations  to  make,  and  thofe  who  meant  to  difpute  them, 
to  have  in  their  hands  the  documents  from  which  fuch  allegations 
muft  be  maintained  or  controverted.    But  above  all,  it  fcenicdto 
him  the  moft  advantageous  mode  of  procccding'to  the  parties  im- 
plicated ;  an  obje<5l  which  he  had  kept  in  view,  as  far  as  was  com- 
patible with  the  greater  objeft  of  public  advantage,-  and  which  he 
ffiDuld  not  lofc  fight  of,  though  perhaps  on  this  head,  he  might  think 
he  had  met  Icfs  crcclit  than  he  dcfcrved,  and  had  received  fomc  pro- 
vrcnt'on  to  dc'-nrt  from  it.    He  thought  that  the  prcfcnt  pofturc  of 
the  bufuicfs  v/as  a  pretty  ftrong  confirmation,  that  in  this  rcfjpcA  he 
had  formed  no  wrong  judgement ;  for  what  would  have  been  the 
prefeht  fituation  of  the  parties,  had  he  moved  for  an  inquiry  firftJ 
It  was  at  Icaft  poffiblc  that  the  inquiry  might  not  have  been  obtain- 
ed ;  to  him  it  feemcd  even  probable ;  as  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that 
many  perfons  who  might  think  there  were  ample  grmmds  for  an  in- 
quiry, would  yet  vote  againft  it,  •  from  the  opinion  that  aa  inquiry, 
at  the  prcfent  crifis,  would  materially  impede  the  public  fcrvicc.— 
But  in  moving  for  an  inquiry,  he  muft  have  made  ftatcmcnts,  which 
though  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  him  to  eftablilh,  without 
papers,  it  would  certainly  have  been  impoflibkidfoldgfir^enBEgfe  the 
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other  fide,  without  the  papers,  to  have  refuted.  Would  they  faf 
chat  this  would  have  been  an  advantageous  pofition  for  them  ? — He 
believed  they  would  not.  But  one  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fn^ncis)  had  objeiSed  to  the  produdlion  of  the  papers,  unlcfs  he  were 
ai!uFed  diat  a  motion  for  inquiry  would  follow,  bccaufe  hethotiglit 
granting  them  was  the  firft  ftep  towards  cenfure,  which,  without 
inquiry,  could  not  afterwards  be  removed.  From  this  honourable 
gentleman  he  difFere<!  diametrically  ;  for  he  thought  that  if  papcYs 
were  moved  for,  which  were  fuppofed  to  contain  matter  for  accufa- 
tion,  and  that  no  charge  v.-as  afterwards  made,  it  neceffariiy  fol- 
lowed, that  both  in  the  opinion  of  the  mover,  and  of  the  Houfc, 
there'  was  no  ground  whatever  fi^r  accufaticn,  and  tlie  parties  were 
completely  vindicated.  He  had,  however,  not  taken  up  the  mat- 
ter fo  lightly,  as  that  he  could  Ivavc  fufllrcd  it  to  reft  there,  had  tlic 
proclamations  been  found  to  differ  fo  materially  from  what  had  been 
ailedged  of  them,  as  to  contain  nothing  to  be  difapproved  of ;  Iks 
certainly  in  this  cafe  fliould  have  been  the  fir  ft  to  have  moved  die 
Houfe  to  come  to  a  declaradon,  which  muft  have  been  fatisfaftory 
to  the  gentlemen  concerned.  But  had  he  been  fo  carclcfs,  \)d 
would  not  fay  of  their  characters,  but  of  his  Givrty  as  to  have  acg- 
lofted  it,  it  would  have  been  open  to  that  honourable  gentleman, 
or  any  other  Member,  to  have  made  a  fimiUir  motion.  He  tl^crc- 
forc  muft  conclude,  that  the  order  of  proceeding  which  he  had  ad^jptcd^ 
not  only  could  not  in  any  cafe  have  keen  difidvanfageius  to  the  parties^ 
hut  as  the  matter  actually  Jhod^  was  the  only  one  which  probably  would 
not  have  been  fo. 

Now,  however,  the  proclamations  were  before  the  Houfe,  by 
whatever  means  obtained,  and  in  whatever  way  prcfental.  Thcjr 
came,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Grey,  of  whom, 
however  he  muftjdifapprove  his  proceedings  in  this  inftancc  ;  he  waft 
willing  to  believe,  that  what  had  been  done,  had  ariicn  more  from- 
madvertcnce,  mifrcprefentation,  and  miftake,  than  from  the  deli* 
berate  propenfiry  of  his  own  mind.  If  any  gentleman  clK)fe  to  n> 
jeft  or  difdainlhis  declaration,  he  would  tell  them,  it  was  not  with 
any  view  to  pacify  them  ;  full  Icfs  in  any  regard  of  the  high  tone 
which  had  been,  .and  might  again  be,  aiTumcd,  that  he  made  it, 
but  firom  his  genuine  opinion  and  belief.  Sir  Charles  Grey's  letter 
iiated,  that  he  had  reafon  to  think  that  the  copies  farniOicd  by  hioi 
were  not  accurate  \  but  diat  he  did  not  podcfs  any  authentic  copies, 
nor  had  any  copies  of  feveral  of  the  proclamations  ever  been  tranf- 
mittcd  to  the  MinifTers.  Wh4t  hi.^  reafjns  for  thinking  them  In- 
accurate might  be,  Mr.  Barham  faid,  h«  could  not  gucis  \  but  if 
their  accuracy  wearc  difp'a^cd  in  any .  material  point,  he  uq;dvrtcQk. 
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to  prove  that  they  were  accurate,  having  compared  them  witii  the 
authenticated  copies  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  But  though  ther 
were  accurate,  they  were  not  complete  ;  many  might  be  wanting,  of 
which  he  did  not  know.  But  two  material  papers  were  wandng, 
which  he  did  know  of ;  one  of  thefe  he  had  been  able  to  fupply  the 
Houfe  with,  viz.  the  fupplernent  to  the  firft  proclamation  ;  another 
(being  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Lucia)  he  fhould  read 
as  a  part  of  his  fpecch,  the  orily  mode  now  left  of  conamunicaring  it 
to  the  Houfe. 

But  he  could  hot  fufFer  to  pafs  without  obfervation, '  the  very  ex- 
traordinary declaration,  that  thefe  proclamations  had  neither  been 
tranfmitted  to  GoVemmentj  nor  even  copiesofthein  preferved.  What! 
proclamations  iffucd  in  the  King's  n;ime  and  a^athority,  and  never 
returned  to  the  King's  Minifters!   Was  the  meafurc  they  dirc<3cd, 
fo  very  trifling  in  itfelf,  or  had  the  general  refiftance  it  met,  given 
it  no  importance  ?  Was  it  not  at  Icart  the  duty  of  the  Commandcn 
to  fend  copies  of  them  to  Government,  when  they  ivcrc  kJK)wn  to 
be  the  fubjedl  of  general  remonftrance  and  complaint  ?  And  i^as  it 
not  the  duty  of  Minifters,  under  thefe  circumftanccs,  to  have  de- 
manded them  ?  But  it  feemsj  thofe  by  whom  they  were  iifued,  did 
not  even  retain  an  authentic  copy  of  them*    When  were  thefe  all 
loft  or  deftroyed  ?  Was  it  while  they  continued  to  be  aSed  on  in 
the  iflands,  or  when,  by  orders  from  home>  all  fartlier  proceedings 
were  fufpended  ?  Had  Minifters  no  copy  of  them  wheft  they  gave 
.thefe  orders  refpeding  them  ?  and  had  the  Commanders  none  when 
they  wrote  their  long  memorial,  defending  them,  quoting  them^ 
and  entering  into  the  minuteft  criticifms  on  their  phrafeology  ?  Or, 
in  fine,  did  they  difappear,  when  they  had  attracted  the  notice  of 
the  Hoiife  of  Commons,  and  were  likely  to  be  the  fubjefl  of  a 
parliamentary  proceeding  ?  If  really  fuch  things  could  be  done,  and 
fuch  arifwers  given  to  the  Houfe,  when  papers  were  applied  for,  he 
knew  not  what  conclufions  other  gentlemen  migjht  draw,  but  he 
drew  one,  namely,  thaf  all  rt-fponftbllity  was  at  an  end,  the  inquift" 
torial  pnuer  of  the  Houfe  might  be  defied  and  laughed  at^  and  the 
King's  name  be  proflituted  for  the  worjl  purpofesy  without '  his  even 
knowingiit. 

Mr.  Barham  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  the  motion,  which  he  was 
defirous  to  have  made,  as  being  the  moft  natural,  and  the  moft 
comprchenfive,  was  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  This  was,  how- 
ever, not  the  motion  which  he  {hould  make,  for  two  reafons ;  ooci 
the  very  fimpic  one  alluded  to  before,  that  he  did  not  cxpcft  to  ob- 
tain it ;  the  other,  that  the  greateft  part  of  his  objcA  might  bc  ob- 
tained without  it.    He  would,  however,  give  the  psttdcs  aU  diff 
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benefit  which  they  could  poflibly  derive  from  an  inquiry,  and  ground 
his  motion  only  on  the  documents  on  the  table,  which  as  no  faithcr 
c\'idcnce  was  wanting  to  confirm,  none  a^uld  be  pofiibly  brov^bit  to 
rebut,  Thefe  were  the  proclamations  thcmfclvcs,  earn  ing  tbcir 
t)wn  internal  proof  of  what  they  were,  and  the  ftatcmcnts  of  the 
Commanders  thcmfelves,  which  they,  ^  .i',  'J  .s  t  b.  r^iefumed, 
would  not  difallow.  Confining  hiiiiiLir,  thn,  to  tl/:s  cv;,A..ce, 
he  muft  expect  to  be  anfwcred  odt  of  it  alfo.  If  gti;:!jir.c  i  wi w. 
to  reply  by  producing  letters,  fuch  as  had  been  read  from  Mr. 
Sorin;  he  muft  tell  them,  that  private  letters  of  gratitude  to  a  pa- 
tron, ought  not  to  weigh  much  on  fuch  an  occafuin.  If  any  ftrcfs 
Was  laid  on  the  tcftimonials  annexed  to  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
manders, he  muft  Inform  the  Houfc,  that  the  majority,  if  not  all, 
of  thofe,  who  had  figned  the  vouchers,  had  tranfmirtcd  powers  of 
Attorney  to  complain  in  tlie  Courts  of  Law  againft  the  proceedings 
of  the  Officers,  whom  in  their  addrefics  they  compliment.  If  tlic 
fervice  of  plate  prefcntcd  by  the  Council  to  the  Commanders,  was 
to  be  mentioned  as  a  pr(.x)f  of  the  fatisfadion  their  rondu(^l  had  gi- 
"Vfn  (though,  indeed,  he  fhould  not  have  wondered  at  any  thing 
that  was  prefented  to  them  after  the  contributions  were  Itoppcd)  yet 
•he  muft  obfervc  that  this  was  not  the  a6l  of  any  reprefentative  body 
in  the  ifland,  but  of  perfons  who  owed  their  offices  and  very  lucra- 
tive fituations  to  the  Commanders  thcmfelves.  As  to  General 
Myers'  affidafvit,  he  muft  fay,  that  it  had  been  introduced  by  fqr- 
prife  ;  that  fairncfs  had  not  Been  fhewn  him  in  this  refpe<5t,  which 
he  had  obfcrvcd  in  every  ftcp  of  this  bufinefs.  Had  he  received  any 
notice  that  this  affidavit  would  be  brought  forward,  Jie  (hould  have 
oppofed  it,  for  the  fame  rcafon  that  induced  him  to  oppofc  the 
produftion  of  Mr.  Malefpine's  affidavit,  namely,  that  till  the 
Houfc  had  determined  on  an  inquiry,  the  admiffion  of  fuch  evidence 
was  premature.  Had  he  chofen  it,  he  might  have  loaded  the  table 
with  affidavits,  but  as  the  matter  ftood,  and  the  Houfc  having  re- 
ftifcd  to  admit  Mr.  Malefpinc's  teftimony,  they  could  not  govern 
their  decifion  by  that  of  General  Myers,  unlefs  they  chofe  to  deter- 
mine by  ex  parte  evidence.  He  therefore,  meaning  no.  difrefpcft 
to  General  Myers,  whcfc  teftimony,  if  an  inquiry  was  to  be  adopt- 
ed, would  be  highly  important,  yet,  under  the  prefent  circumftanccs, 
muft  fet  it  wholly  out  of  the  queftion. 

But  though  he  did  not  move  for  an  inquiry,  let  not  any  one  fup- 
pofc,  that  he  T^^ftled  to  avoid  it ;  it  was  undoubtedly  what  he  fliould 
moft  defire,  and  was  fully  prepared  to  meet.  If  gentlemen  con- 
ceived that  confining  himfelf  to  argue  only  from  the  words  of  the 
Csmmanders  them/elves,  he  did  not  give  them  all  the  benefit Ajuhich  thej 
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could  pojphly  derive  from  an  inquiry^  or  that  the  motion  ^hich  ho 
fhould  make,  conveyed  any  unfounded  charge,  which  an  inquiiy 
would  do  away,  ■  //  was  in  their  power  to  m^ve  f9r  an  inqulryy  either 
feparateJyy  or  by  an  amendment  to  his  motion.  If  this  fhould  be  done, 
he  undoubtedly  would  fupport  it,  and  (hould  then  feel  himfelf  at  li- 
berty to  flate  many  reafons  why  it  fhould  be  gone  into,  which  now 
he  forbore,  bccaufe  he  wifhc'd  to  fay  nothing  that  he  was  not  fure  of 
having  an  opportuuity  to  prove. 

Before  he  entered  more  particularly  into  the  prcclcimations,  he 
-muft  advert  a  little  to  the  general  defence,  (if  indeed  defence  it 
could  be  called)  that  fcemed  to  be  much  relied  on  ;  namely,  that 
they  had  not  been  carried  into  executii>n.    Undoubtedly,  it  was 
no  part  of  his  object  to  advert  to  the  particular  zQs  v^hich  had  been 
done  ;  for'  thefe  the  Courts  of  law  were  open,  and  redrcfs  there- 
fore fhould  not  be  fought  in  Parliament ;  for  however  hard  it  might 
feem  to  tell  thofc,  v  hofc  all  had  been  confifcated,  that  they  had  no 
remedy,  but  an  cxpinfive  lawfuit,  yet  even  this  inconvenience  was 
lefs,  than  that  which  might  arife  from  the  interference  of  Legifla- 
.  turc  withcftablifhed  law.    It  was  againft  the  principle  that  he  ap- 
.  pealed,  and  for  the  principle  Parliament  alone  was  competent  to  give 
redrcfs.    Yet  he  muft  obferve  here,  that  it  was  fomewhat  curious, 
that  when  the  Commanders  faid,  and  juftly  faid,  that  with  the 
afts  we  had  nothing  to  do,  for  that  redrcfs  might  be  had  in  the 
Courts  of  law,  for  them  to  be  told  immediately  after,  that  as  offi- 
cers in  high  ftations  cannot  attend  Uf  the  plirafeologj'  of  their  pro- 
clamations, it  is  to  their  ads,  and  not  to  their  words,  we  are  to 
look.    So,  if  we  had  complained  of  their  a61s,  we  fhould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  principles  they  lay  down;  and  now  that  we  complained 
of  the  principles,  we  are  referred  to  their  adis.    But  though  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  feparate  proceedings  coiiiplained  of,  he  could 
by  no  means  in  general  admit,  tliat  they  had  not  been  adled  upon. 
The  Duke  of  Portland's  letter  faid  diftindly,  "  that  farther  pio- 
ccedings  upon  them  were  flopped  by  orders  from  Government," 
which  could  not  have  arrived,  under  three  or  four  months.  This 
letter  did  undoubtedly  not  very  much  agree  with  that  of  anodier 
Secretary,  who  fays,  that  it  was  notorious,  that  they  were  not  pro-, 
ceeded  on.    What  was  notorious,  one  would  think  muflhavc  bcpn 
known  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.    But  as  he  could  not  reconcile 
thefe  two  letters;  for  the  deeifion,  he  referred  to  the  memorial  of 
the  Commanders,  who  admitted,  that       the  contributions  wcfc 
ftopt  by  an  intimation  that  they  would  not  be  ajqprovcd  of."  •  But 
what  fort  of  defence  was  this,  even  admitting  the£si<St  in  the  utmoft 
extent  ?  Was  not  the  afTertion  of  an  illegal  principle  inSnitdy  more 
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dangerous,  than  the  commifllon  of  an  illegal  a£l  ?  Since  one  could 
but  at  moft  be  a  precedent,  while  the  other  becamclaw.  Was  an 
unjulliBable  proclamation  to  be  deemed  of  no  importance,  becaufe  it 
had  not  been  carried  into  execution  r  Would  thofe  fay  fo,  who  had 
fo  feverely  condemned  the  unexecuted  manifefto  of  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  ?  Would  any  man  fay  fo,  if  an  illegal  proclamation 
were  iffucd  in  this  country  ?  or  would  any  man  be  contented  till  it 
was  difavowed  and  recalled  ?  , 

Mr.  Barham  now  came  to  the  proclamations  themfclvcs,  in 
pledging  of  which  it  would  be  nec^ffary  firft  to  confider  what  it  is 
that  they  do  ;  and  fecondly,  how  far  that  was  fit  to  be  done.  As 
to  the  firft  point,  there  could  be  little  difficuly  ;  thrir  meaning  was 
plain  and  obvious,  hot  depending  on  the  niceties  of  verbal  criticifm, 
but  on  the  broad  and  inevitable  fenfc  of  the  whole.  The  firft  pro- 
clamation, with  the  fupplement,  promifed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
iflands  **  |>erfonal  fafety,  and  full  and  immediate  pofleflion  of  all 
their  lawful  property,  according  to  their  ancient  laws  and  cuftoms, 
and  on  the  moft  advantageous  terms,'*  on  certain  condiilons.  WJiat 
were  thcfc  conditions?  "  That  they  (hould  in  a  peaceable  and 
quiet  manner  fubmit  to  the  authorit)'^  of  the  King,  and  put  thcn^- 
felves  imder  His  Majefty's  prote6tion."  How  was  the  acceptance  of 
this  promife,  and  the  performanrc  of  thefe  conditions,  to  be  ma- 
filfefted  ?  Very  wifely,  that  there  might  remain  no  doubt  on  fo 
important  a  point,  the  fupplement  dirc6ts  "  that  fuch  of  the  inha- 
bitants as  were  abfent,  ftiould  not  return  till  the  conqueft  was  com- 
plete, and  requires  that  the  reft  fliould  remain  peaceably  at  their 
habitations."  The  alternative  to  "thofe,  wlioftiould,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  taken  with  arms  in  tlieir  hands,  is,  that  they  fliould  be 
treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  fent  to  St.  Malpcs  but  no  mention 
is  made  of  confijcatim  in  any  cafe. 

The  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  6th  proclatnations  related  only  to  the 
town  of  St.  Pierre,  demanding  at  firft  a  declaration  of  all  colonial 
^Toduitions  and  provifions  whatever  (which  included  nearly  every 
thing  of  value  in  thofe  countries)  within  the  circumference  of  the 
town,  under  pain  of  confifcation and  afterwards  ordering  a 
general  confifcation  of  all  this  property,  whether  declared  or  not. 

Next  came  the  proclamations,  to  which  he  chiefly  requefted  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  viz.  the  5th  and  the  7th,  which  was 
figncd  by  General  Prefcott,  by  order  of  the  Commanders,  directing 
the  ele6iion  of  reprcfentatives  throughout  the  whole  ijland  of  Mar- 
tinico,  in  ordc^  to  fix  a  contribution,  to  be  paid  by  all  who  poflefs 
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an  ^irrangement  would  be  much  more  convenient  than  a  general 
cimfifcation.  If  any  doubt  fliould  remain  as  to  the  meaning  of 
this,  it  is  explained  in  that  of  May  21ft,  which  ftates  in  the  pre- 
amble. "  That  no  attention  having  been  paid  to  the  other,  which 
dircdted  a  fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  adequate  to  tht  value  of  the 
conqueft,  to  compenfatc  the  fufFerings,  and  reward  the  merit,  of 
the  troops,  in  order  to  carry  this  into  effed,  it  is  now  ordaint*d  tjiat 
lifts  and  eftimates  of  every  fpecies  of  pmperty,  moveable  and  im- 
moveable, land,  buildings,  goods,  rents,  and  profits,  alio  all  debts 
and  fecuritics,  (hould  be  made,  in  order  that  the  contribution^ 
might  be  equally  levied."  It  concludes  by  faying  "  That  it  is  the 
Commanders'  firpi  refolution  to  have  the  mcafure  fully  executed, 
or  that  they  will  avail  themfclvcs  of  the  power  with  w-hich  they 
were  inverted  to  order  a  general  Confifcation."  Much  pains  had 
•been  taken  to  remove  the  phrafe  the  value  of  the  ccnqufji ;  but  he 
could  not  guefs  why;  the  value  of  the  conqueft  could,  after  all,  not 
be  more  than  the  value  of  all  that  the  ifland  contained.  Was  there 
any  fpecies  of  property  which  had  not  been  enumerated  even  with 
an  accuracy  hardly  to  be  expe(?led  from  perfons  in  the  fituarion  of 
military  Commanders  \  Let  the  phrafe,  however,  be  removed  for 
.a  moment ;  the  contribution  is  not  the  lefs  ordered  on  the  whole, 
nor  the  right  of  confifcating  the  whole  the  lefs  claimed.  In  offering 
to  give  up  this  phrafe,  he  could  not,  however,  agree  to  have  another 
fubftituted,  -not  only  of  a  different  fenfe,  but  not  at  all  agreeing 
with  the  general  tenor  of  the  proclamation.  The  words  .fubftituted 
for  the  value  of  the  conquefly  were  the  value  9f  the  property  liable  ff 
confifcaiijn.  Had  the  contribution  been  ordered  only  on  the  pro- 
perty, whieh  was  liable  to.  cmtributioriy  undoubtedly  no  complaint 
could  have  been  made.  The  complaint  was,  that  ioftead  of  being 
confined,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  it  was  extended  where  it  ought 
iiot,  and  the  difference  was  here  only  of  the  whole. 

The  point  now  to  be  firftxonlidcrcd  was,  whether  there  were  any 
perfons,  who  had  a  right  to  claim  under  the  original  pxomifc;  for 
if  there  were,  thefe  could  not  be  fubje6ted  to  the  other  proclamations, 
without  the  moft  flagrant  breach  of  faith  ;  and  he  thovight,  that  a« 
the  confifcations  were  only  juftified  by  a  forfeiture  of  conditions  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  they  (hould  have  been  Rated  to  be  ifl- 
fll<Sed  for  that  reafon.  It  would  then  have  been  open  to  every  in- 
jdividual,  to  have  proved'  (if  he  could  do  it)  that  he  had  not  for- 
feited his  riglit  \  and  if  diere  was  but  one  of  them  under  thefe  cir-- 
cumftances;  his  title  to  exemption  was  complete.  As  it  flood, 
matter  how  fully  any  one  had  complied  with  the  terms  enjoined,  he 
has  neither  cKcmption  nor  remedy.    What  proportion  of  inhabi? 
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tants  there  might  be  in  this  fituation,  certainly  confined  as  he  was 

to  argue  only  from  the  ftatemcnts  of  the  Cocnmr^t  *  ■   be  cuuld 

not  fay;  but  finding  no  mention  in  their  ''ifprucb  <.f  \hc 

fettled  inhabitants  were  in  pnrs,  and  kin  uin;.      i  .    '  t\'n 

had  been  undertaken  at  their  in\ iialion,  ]\   •..  ■    '  ...  iV;^- 

pofcd  that  the  opy^^^ficion  avoft  ;rrnc      it      •  1^  i  "i 

and  a  banditti  ot  iK-.(os.  iy\\          x.  .'          -t  i 

(leing  jx'dcns  V  iiO      L           jii  ..Mf  -      \  ,..  •  ^. 

fair  to  cqnciiide,  that  rr-i  ,•!!       inii-i'  lUi.i.-  l\/.u  ck  \    .  .  :  i;  j 
general  and  uniniir.ous  reli-'  .:k  c; 

But  there  was  at  3nv  rarr  piir  ol.    of  tr,cn  ^v.  I 
any  oppofition  fo  His  Mnjniy's  :i»  "is.     '1  b:y  u       .....  .7 

\v'erc  abfcnt.     Why  wcie  they  alll-nr  ^    I'or  ^  r  ••.:'(  r.^       .  r 

well  have  fecured  them  from  a  cbirK..^  rt     >r/;';  .  , 

dent  alacrirv,  with  which  rhcv  h^.l  b  .ib^  ^  trriti  J  ; 

joined  our  ftnndard.    Their  numbus  wtp:  j:  .:.  .    .  . 

ferry,  according  to  the  ftatemcnt  of  Vl  j  C  i«   )  •  ■ 
the  greatcft  part  of  the  ifland.    T!.  .'c^^  :  •.  '    .    •   .         .  >. 
faid  in  the  ift  paragraph  cf  the  5tli  ^ »    .      i  '    -  • 
.number  of  the  Inliabifants  had  been  iv    -a  '  .   ^  •  i   v. .  ' 
and  reftored  to  the  q  fu  r  pofTeiTion  of  •    -  t*   .  Ood! 
faid  Mr.  Bariiam,  what  mockery  of  tl-    i  •       .   .  1        !  re- 
ftored to  the  quiet  pollefiion  f'>f  thv.ii  ;       '  .    .1  -     i  ,  in  the 
fame  breath,  a  heavy  contribution  is  or.  /  \.  i^rnativcof 
a  general  confif«J Jtion  threatened!    Si-  l.i  be  entitled, 

J  will  not  fay  to  your  jufticf,  but  ix  yo..:  :  f.  y,  it  was  ♦ efo 
men.  With  regard  to  them,  the  moft  '1  light  vvoiili  l.avc 
been  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  .  i'c  .  nee.  But  it 
fcems  their  property  had  been  contifcatcd  i ' .  .  on  behalf  of  the 
Convention,  and  was  now  become  nationn',  a; ^  I  could  plead  no 
exemption.  What,  Sir!  We  invite  the',  r.^en  vith  a  promife  of 
prote^ion  ;  they  truft  us,  ana  embark  ip  \  common  caufe — Wc 
fail — they  are  exiled  and  their  proiWy  confifcated.  In  a  few 
moaths  we  return  wirh  a  greater  force,  we  forbid  them  to  co-operate 
with  us,  but  wc  conquer.  Now  at  K\il>  they  may  be  furc  to  rc- 
jcover  the  ruins  of  their  fortunes.  No,  Sir ;  this  property  has  in 
the  mean  time  changed  hands,  and  it  is  now  national,  for  it  belongs 
to  thofe,  whom,  in  the  fame  breath,  we  call  ufurpers  and  traitors, 
but  whom,  for  this  purpofe,  wc  will  regard  as  a  legitimate  go- 
vemnient.  And  this  is  the  language,  and  this  is  the  conduft,  of* 
thofe,  for  joining  whom  thefe  unfortunate  men  were  profcribed,  and 
who  came  both  times  profefling  every  thing  in  their  favour.  Sir, 
Acre  is  a  degree  of  cold  cruelty  in  this  proceeding,  that  one  hardly 
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kno\vs  how  to  ftatc  it  as  coming  from  a  nation,  which,  at  the  fatnt 
inftant,  was  dilVmgui filing  itfclf  at  home,  by  its  generofity  to  pcr- 
fons  in  a  fimilar  fituation ;  in  no  greater  diftrcfs,  but  With  infinitely 
Icfs  claims  op  us — a  conclu6l  which,  if  I  miftake  not,  bids  fairer 
than  any  other  paffage  in  cur  hiftory  to  perpetuate  the  praifc  of  the 
Briiifh  name.  .In  one  quarter  of  the  world,  we  covered  ovir  ene- 
mies with  our  bounty  ;  while  in  another,  by  the 'aid  of  ^  petti- 
fogging  evafion,  we  were  feizing  the  property  of  thofe,  who,  truft* 
ing  to  our  faith,  had  met  their  ruin,  and  by  yielding  us  afliftancc, 
had  given  us  an  opportunity  to  take  their  all.  With  thefc  little 
exceptions,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  had  forfeited  their  right 
to  claim  under  the  original  promife  of  proteftion. 

Now,  fa  id  Mr.  Barham,  let  the  promife  be  fet  wholly  out  of  the 
queftion';  let  us  fuppofe  all  the  inhabitants  united  againft  us,  and 
let  us  fee  of  what  nature  and  degree  their  refiftancc  was;  whether  it 
was  fuch  as  to  juftify  the  extremeft  exercife  of  thofe  fights,  which 
the  conqueror  acquires  according  to  the  praflicc  of  modern  times  and 
civilized  nations.  Here  again,  he  was  to  argue  only  from  tlic 
ftatem.cnts  of  the  Commanders  themfclves.  Thcfe  ccnfifcationt 
are  defended  by  the  ufage  of  war,  when  places  are  taken  by  ftorm  ; 
and  by  ftorm  all  the  iflands  are  faid  to  have  been  taken.  It  is 
impoffible,  however,  not  to  advert  to  the  time  which  this  cap- 
ture had  required,  and  the  lofs  with  which  it  had  been  attended. 
Martinico  was  known  to  be  one  of  the  ftrongeft  iflands  in  tlie  world ; 
was-  defended  by  a  confiderable  body  of  conventional  troops^  befides 
a  numerous  army  of  negroes  and  people  of  colour,  and  defended 
moreover,  as  is  now  faid,  by  the  15,000  white  inhabitants  which 
it  contains,  all  united  agninft  us,  to  a  man.  The  ftorm  of  this 
ifland  was,  however,  completed  in  23  days,  (excepting  Fort  Bour- 
bon, which  furrendcd  on  capitulation)  and  was  attended  with  the 
lofs  of  88  men — Guadaloupc,  an  ifland  not  quite  fo  large  or  popu- 
lous, but  alfo  abounding  in  defence,  was  ftormcd  in  1 1  days,  and 
with  the  lofs  of  34.  ir.cn.  Sr.  Lucia  was  ftormed  in  4  daj's,  and 
no  pcrfon  on  our  part  cither  killed  or  wounded.  Now,  if  wc  rc- 
coilcdlcd  the  lofs  with  which  our  former  attempts  (ofteneft  unfuc* 
cefsful)  on  thcfe  iflands  had  been  attended — making  every  allow- 
ance for  the  prefent  valour  of  our  troops,  and  the  flcill  of  our  Com- 
manders, we  muft  draw  conclufions  not  very  favourable  to  former 
times,  or  we  muft  fuppofe  that  t)ie  French  have  entirely  loft  their 
charadler  for  fighting  ;  or  we  muft  conclude,  that  this  unanii^ous 
rcfiftance  6f  the  inhabitants  had  not  been  of  a  very  defperatc  nature. 
But  after  all,  had  any  one  ever  heard  of  an  alTault  lafting  23  days? 
Was  it  not  in  its  nature  iimited  to  a  very  ftiort  (Uiiationi  HaJ 
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any  one  heard  before  of  ftorming  an  open  country  ?  Was  the  thing 
polTible  in  itfclf  ?  And  was  there  no  diiFcrcncc  between  taking  by 


Even  this,  however,  was  not  the  ground  on  which  he  would 
chiefly  reft.  Let  it  now  be  fuppofed,  that  no  promife  had  ever  been 
held  out  i  let  it  be  admitted  that  the  utmoft  refiftance  had  been 
made ;  how  much  better  would  the  cafe  ftand  then  ?  It  was  ftill  to  be 
inquired  whether  the  proclamations  were  juftified  by  the  cftablifhcd 
laws  of  war,  by  the  cuftoms  of  our  own  and  other  countries  in  fimilar 
cafes,  and  by  the  peculiar  policy  and  forbearance  which  fhould  have 
governed  this.  He  undoubtedly  (hould  not  prefumc  to  lay  down 
generally  the  laws  of  war,  but  he  could  not  help  adverting  to  what 
had  dropt  from  a  right  honourable  Secretary  (Mr.  Dundas)  who  ob- 
jedted  to  come  to  any  general  decbration  on  the  fubjcd.  In  the 
firft  place,  he  muft  obfcrvc,  that  it  was  not  a  general  propofitionhc 
called  for,  but  a  judgement  on  this  fpecigc  cafe  ;  and  this  was  called 
for,  not  as  a  point  of  fpcculation,  but  to  do  away  the  cfFed  of  the 
pit)clamation,  which  had  laid  down  a  principle,  that  he  defied  any 
man  to  juftify.  But  general  propofitions,  faid  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  were  often  as  dangerous  as  they  were  difficult.  True  ; 
but,  after  all,  if  you  might  never  pronounce  what  was,  or  was  not, 
permitted  by  the  laws  of  nations,  what  was  this,  but  to  admit  that 
they  were  altogether  vifionary,  and  unfit  for  praflice  ?  No  greater 
injury  could  be  done  to  mankind,  than  to  bring  into  qucfiion  thofe 
laws,  which  were  the  moft  valuable  of  all,  becaufc  they  fpoke  when 
all  other  laws  were  filent.  No  greater  benefit  could  be  rendered  to 
mankind,  than  by  ftrengthening  and  extending  them.  In  any 
doubtful  cafe,  there  could  be  little  qucftion  on  which  fide  the  lean- 
ing (hould  be  ;  but  here  furcly  there. was  no  doubt  at  all.  The 
memorial  of  the  Commanders  proceeded  througjiout  on  a  confulion 
of  the  laws  of  war  and  the  rights  of  conqucft.  The  laws  of  war 
certainly  (with  a  few  reftriStioi^s  adopted  by  general  confcnt)  .  allowed 
every  thing  that  could  tend  to  weaken  or  dcftroy  the  enemy ;  but  as 
foon  as  the  conquest  is  con^iplete,  all  thofe  rights  vanKh  which  refted 
on  the  ncceflity  of  conquering.  Nothing  then  remains  to  the  vic- 
tor, but  the  right  to  fovcrcignty,  and  to  national  property.  Con- 
tributions, indeed,  arc  levied  ;  but  when  are  they  levied  ?  It  is 
when  a  temporary  pofTcflion  is  fuppofed,  and  they  are  admitted  for 
the  fubfiftcnce  of  your  own  army,  and  to  take  away  the  fupport  of 
your  enemy.  Their  acknowledged  definition,  Collatio  pecuniaruntf 
aliarumque  rerum,  ad  pretendum  exerciturriy  hojiilibus  fubditis  faSfa^ 
proves  that  they,  can  only  be  levied  on  an  enemy.  He  tliat  can  no 
^nger  refift,  is  no  iopgcr  ,dn  enemy  ;  an4  all  that  the  pcogle  then 
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owe  is  allegiance,  and  the  Sovereign  pfotecllbn.  To  know,  that 
in  the  cafe  of  thcfe  ifiands,  the  ccnqueft  was  complete,  when  the 
contributions  were  Jevird,  we  need  onl)|  confult  the  proclaroatioM 
themiclvcs,  which  inflick^d  them  ;  nor  will  it  be  denied,  that  at 
that  time  the  inhabiiants  had  been  admitted  to  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. ' 

•  If  thefe  doflrines  \\ere  trtjc  at  all  times,  how  much  more  for- 
cibly did  thcT  apply  in  a  war,  theobje<ftof  which  was  fccurity,  not 
gain,  and  in  a  conqucft  cxprcfsly  imdertakeri  for  proteflion,  and 
not  for  plunder.    If  we  were  to  determine  this  queflion  by  refer- 
ring to  precedents,  nothing  could  be  more  decifive.     Various  pre- 
cedents had  been  adduced,  but  none  of  which,  unlefs  it  were  that 
of  St.  Euftatius,  were  in  the  ftnnllcft  degree  applicable.    But  why 
not  refort  to  the  numerous  precedents  which  mud  be  exa6Hy  in  point? 
The  Weft-India  iflands  had  been  frequently  captured  by  us  and  by 
our  enemies  within  the  period  referred  to.    They  had  been  taken 
under  various  circumftartces,  and  in  fome  cafes  after  the  moft  vigo- 
rous refiftancc  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants.    Mr.  Barham  went 
into  a  detail  of  thefe  captures,  and  challenged  any  man  to  fhcw  that  in 
any  inftance  the  rights  now  affumcd  had  been  ever  thought  of,  and 
offered  to  reft  the  whole  of  his  cafe  on  the  dectfion  of  this  one  point.- 
As  to  St.  Euftatius,  he  did  not  tiiink  that  precedent  could  be  much 
relied  on  by  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  at  tlie  time  fe  ftrongly  con- 
demned it ;  and  he  defied  them  to  (hew  any  thing  that  had  been 
done  at  St.  Euftatius,  which  had  not  been  done  here.    But  admit- 
ting the  authority  of  this  precedent,  it  would  not  bear  them  out. — 
Though  the  cafe  of  St.  Euftatius  was  fbmewhat  anomalous,  though 
it  was  a  conqucft,  undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of  deftruAion,  yet  in 
no  inftance  the  property  of  the  fettled  inhabitants  of*  the  countr)'  n-as 
touched.    And  there  was  this  great  difference  of  all,  that  what  was 
done  there,  was  limply  an  act,  whereas  here  the  very  principle  itfclf 
was  maintained.       Oh     faid  Mr.  Barham,  "  that  the  illuftrious 
perfon  [Mr.  Burke]  who  moved  for  that  inquiry,  were  ftill  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfc  !•  he  farely  never  couJd  have  fuffcred  a  caufcfo 
much  greater  to  fall  into  hand*?  fo  much  lefs  able  to  condu<5t  it." 

In  one  view  more  he  had  ftill  to  confider  this  proceeding  of  the 
Commanders.  It  was  contrary  to  their  inftru6tions.  The  only 
title  which  the  ^-.ptors  ever  liad  to  bootj',  was  derived  from  the  Priic 
ad.  Whoever  conftiltcd  this,  would  find,  that  what  booty  was, 
is  defcribed  in  the  2d  and  3d  fcdlion,  where  the  VfOxA  fortrefs  is  ne- 
ver omitted,  excluding  neeelfarily  all  the  property  which  was  not 
found  within  the  inclofure  of  a  fortrefs..  Whoever  lodced  at  the  in- 
ftruflions,  to  which  the  Commanders  on  this  expedition  were  re- 
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fcrredy  would  find  no  mention  of  what  was  booty,  except  in  thofc 
given  to  Lord  Rotiney  ;  and  in  thefe  the  fettled  inhabitants  of  the 
country  were  cxprefsly  exempted.  Under  what  pretence,  fhen^ 
could  thefc  confifcations  and  contributions  be  impofed  on  all  th« 
prc^rietors  in  the  iflands,  without  violating  both  the  general  and 
the  feparate  inflrudlions  ? 

Thefe  contributions  were  then  every  way  to  be  condemned  ;  they 
were  inconfident  with  the  proiaifes  that  had  been  held  out ;  they 
were  not  warranted  by  the  rcfiftance  tfiat  had  been  made  ;  they 
were  contrary  to  the  law  of  natjons  in  genera],  and  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  policy,  which  peculiarly  applied  to  thcprcfent  cafe.  They 
were  not  juftificd  by  any  former  praSice,  and  they  were  in  oppofi'- 
tion  to  every  inftrudlion  that  had  now  been  given.  In  defence  of. 
them,  it  was  faid,  that  no  complaints  had  been  made  in  the  iflands 
at  the  time.  But  what  would  this  lead  to  if  it  were  true  ?  No 
complaints  were  made  againfl  the  Commanders  during  their  govern^ 
meat,  but  were  refcrved  till  their  authority  was  no  moi:e*  H« 
Mriihed  not  to  draw  the  conclufion.  The  fadt,  however,  was  not 
true.  The  proclamations  thcmfelves  fufficicntly  ftiew,  that  they 
were  both  oppofcd  and  complained  of.  He  had  in  his  hand  a  pe- 
tition from  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Lucia,  which  he  read,  and  on  the 
authenticity  of  which,  if  it  ftiould  be  queftioned,  he  was  ready  to 
reft  the  whole  of  the  cafe.  This  petition,  after  reprefenting  their 
utter  inability  to  pay  the  contribution  of  300,0001.  which  had  been 
demanded,  appealed  to  the  promifes  which  had  been  made  to  them, 
to  the  teftimbny  of  the  army  and  navy,*  that  in  no  cafe  they  had  re- 
fitted, to  the  confcioufncfs  which  the  Commanders  muft  have  of 
their  innocence,  and  to  the  pity,  the  gcnerofity,  and  jufticc  of  the 
Britifli  character. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  proceedings  being  flopped  by  orders 
from  home,  the  proclamations  were  virtually  annulled,  and  there- 
fore that  any  farther  meafure  was  fuperfluous.    How  could  this  be 
maintained  ?  Could  a  lefs  authority  repeal;  than  that  whidi  haii 
enadted  ?    ^0  Ugatur  eo  foivitur,  was  an  axiom,  he  thought,  that 
no  man  could  difpute.  Could  private  letters  from  Minifters,  which 
no  where  appeared,  do  away  proclamations  ill'ued  in  the  King  9 
name  ?  What,  after  all,  did  thefe  letters  do  ? — Had  they  condemn- 
ed the  principlQ,  or  only  fufpended  the  proceedings?    If  fo,  might 
it  not  be  faid  that  the  proceedings  were  only  fufpended  from  tempo- 
rary confiderations  ?  They  might  at  any  time  be  renewed  ;  for  he 
contended,  that  till  recalled  by  equal  authority,  the  proclamations 
remained  in  force.    For  thefe  reafons,  he  tr'uftcd  that  the  Houfc 
would  come  to  a  declaration  on  the  fubjcdt,  and  th;it  no  fl^ft  would 
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be  made  to  get  rid  of  it  by  the  previous  qucftion.  It  was  now  be- 
fore them  in  a  way  that  they  could  not  avoid  it ;  they  muft  either 
condemn  the  principle,  or  confirm  it  for  ever.  He  concluded  bf 
moving, 

That  an  humble  addreft  be  prcfented  to  His  Majcfty,  rcpre- 
lenting  that  it  appears  to  this  Houfe  that  certain  proclamations  were 
ifTued  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  in  the  ifland  of  Mar- 
tinique, and  dated  May  the  iothand  -2ift,  1794,  which  this  Houfe 
conceived  to  contain  principled  not  warranted  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  of  dangerous  precedent  in  all  futurt  cafes  of  hofiility,  and 
which  occafioncd  great  alarm  and  diffatisfadion  in  His  Makfl^'s  co- 
lonies ;  and  therefore  humbly  praying  Mis  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  fuch  mcafures  for' recallingv  the  fame,  and 
removing  the  appreheniion  of  his  faithful  fubjefls,  as  to  His  Ma- 
jefty (hall  feem  good." 

Mr.  MANNING,  in  rifing  to  fecond  the  motion,  began  with 
vindicating  the  memory  of  General  Dundas,  upon  whofe  charadtcr 
no  imputation  was  intended  to  be  thrown.    He  referred  to  the  de- 
claration publifhed  in  1793,  as  explanatory  of  the  principles  upon 
which  the  war  was  to  have  been  conduftcd,  and  from  which  he 
conceived  the  proclamations  which  it  was  the  objc<S  of  ttie  prcfenr 
motion  to  difavpw,  to  be  a  wide  deviatr ...    He  referred  alfo  to  the 
inftruflions  to  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which,  in 
fpeaking  of  boot)%  exprcfsly  excepted  the  property  of  the  fetded  in- 
habitants ;  that  very  fpecies  of  property  againft  which  the  procla- 
mations were  direftcd.    He  found  himfelf  called  upon  to  fupport 
the  motion  not  merely  as  a  Weft-India  merchant  who  had  a  conS- 
derable  interef?  in  that  quarter,  but  as  a  Britifti  fubjefl  who  de- 
manded that  the  charafter  of  the  nation  Ihould  be  vindicated  from 
the  reproach  of  injuftice.    The  affidavit  of  General  Myers  ftated 
that  a  general  rcliftancc  had  been  made  to  the  Bririfti  arms  in  the 
ifland  of  Martinique.    It  was  to  be  rccolledcd  that  this  ifland  was 
thirty  leagues  in  length,  and  fcven  in  breadth,  from  which  it  would 
appear  how  far  it  was  probable  that  fuch  a  refiftance  had  been  made. 
He  could  refer  to  nwny  former  ihftances,  where'  thcre-i\ad  been  a 
confiderable  degree  of  refiftancc ;  and  yet,  no  fuch  principles  as  thofe 
c '^niained  in  the  Proclamations,  had  been  attempted  to  be  enforced. 
As  a  proof  of  the  loyal  difpofitions  of  the-inhabitantsof  Martiiiquc, 
he  quoted  the  authority  of  General  Bruce,  who  mentioned,  that 
800  French  planters  had  taken  up  arms  in  the  Britifti  caufc,  all  of 
whom  muft  have  either  been  removed  or  maflacrcd ;  yet  there  ap- 
peared no  evidence  that  in  the  late  expeditibn  any  ftcps  had  been 
taken  to  fccure^their  property  for  the  ule  of  their  helrs^  As  an  ad- 
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ditional  proof  of  the  Icfplty  of  the  inhabitants  in  that  quarter,  he 
fbted,  that  at  the  time  appointed  for  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
the  ccMioourfe  was  fo  great,  that  the  perfon  employed  to  adminider  the 
oath,  was  obliged  to  Und  many  of  them  away.  He  referred  to 
the  diftindtion  between  the  laws  of  war  and  the  rights  of  conqueft. 
When  the  conqued  took  place  in  the  iiknds,  no  rcfervation  had  been 
made  of  the  rights  of  war ;  the  inhabitants  took  the  oaths  of  alle^- 
ance,  and  WTre  recognized  as^BritKh  fubje6^s  ;  yet  foon  after  an  af- 
fembly  was  convened  for  tbcpurpofeof  levying  a  contribution,  who, 
'  by  declining  to  meet, « gave  evident  proof  of  their  difiacisradtion.— > 
The  firft  inftance.of  ^ntribution  had  taken  place  in  St.  Lucia. 
A  fum  of  300,0061.  was  impofed,  which  was  after^'ard  reduced 
to  150,0001.  Of  tliis,  the  largcft  fam  faid  to  have  bech  raifcd 
Amounted  <o  35,000!.  a  plain  fymptom  that  the  original  impofi* 
tion  was  fislt  to  be  exorbitant  and  opprcflive.  But  it  had  been  yrged 
that  during  the  commatid  of  Sir  Charles  Crey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis, 
-no  complaints  had  been  tranfxnitted  to  this  country.  The  reafon 
iKras  eafily  accounted  for :  no  notary  could  be  found  to  draw  up  a 
rennonftrance,  with  the  certainty  of  incurring  the  difpkafure  of  the 
'Superior  .Council,  and  the  confequent  rifk  of  being  expelled  from 
the  iflands.  He  inilanced  fome  particular  cafes  of  opprtiTion  which 
-had  taken  place.  •  He  affirmed  the  proclamations  of  the  i  oth  of 
April  and  the  21  ft' of  May,  to  be  neither  juftified  by  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations  nor  the  praftice  of  former  times.  He  con- 
traded  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  of  Boullie  with  rcfpcS  to  St. 
.Kitt*s,  with  that  which  had  been  obferved  by  tiie  Bririfh  Commnn- 
ders.  After  the  French  had  taken  the  ifland,  he  himfeif  ctmtinued 
neguUirly  to.  receive  his  remittances  through  -  Oilend,  Bruges,  or 
Hamburgh.  The  complaint  on  this  occafion  had  been  afcribed  en- 
tirely to  difappointed  fpeculators.  He  Iwrnfelf  had  received  hun- 
dreds of  letters  from  refpedlable  planters  »in  different  places,  un- 
conne<3ed  with  commerce,  and  not  perfonally  intereftcd  in  the 
French  Weft-India  iflands,  that  reprobated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
the  conduct  of  the  BritUh  Commanders.  From  thcfc  letters  he 
ihould  read  fome  cxtradts  to  the  Houfe.  Thefe  extracts  talked  of 
the  inhuman  and  avaricious  conduct  of  the  Britifli,  Commanders  as 
having  fixed  a  ftain  upon  the  name  of  the  coimtry ;  and  of  the  ex- 
example  which  they  had  exhibited  of  rapacity  and  oppreffion  as  be- 
ing calculated  in  a  rcverfe  qf  fortune  to  produce  a  moft  dangerous  re- 
taliation on  the  part  of  the  French.  He  remarked,  that  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  proclamatbns  great  ftrefs  might  be  laid  on  what  had 
formerly  taken  placean  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  a  precedent 
»which,  he  believed,  however,  would  not  be  very  popular  in  the 


476  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  1795. 


country.  But  in  that  cafeh^  remarked  there  was  a  diffinflion  from 
the  prefent,  the  Commanders  had  been  particularly  inftnided  to 
take  poflcflfion  of  that  ifland  as  a  hoftile  adenal.  In  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeechj  Mr.  Manning  entered  into  a  definition  of  what  was  to 
be  confidered  as  booty,  which  he  confined  to  the  defcription  given 
under  the  prize  a£l,^and  gave  as  bis  opinion  that  the  rights  of  con* 
quell  confifted  merely  in  the  exercifc  of  legal  fovcreignty;  the  laws 
of  war  only  applied  to  the  infiances  in  which  a  place  was  taken  by 
florm,  and  could  not  be  fuppofcd  to  exift  with  refpeft  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of  an  extended  territory.  He  concluded,  that  the  objeft  of 
the  motion  was  to  call  for  a  difavowal  of  the  proclamations ;  it  was 
only  calling  upon  Minifters  to  do  in  public  what  they  had  already 
done  in  private,  by  inftrudtions  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  annulling 
thofc  proclamations.  Confidering  that  difavowal  to  be  neccffary 
upon  principles  of  rcafon,  juftice,  and  found  policy,  'he  felthimfdlf 
ilrenuoufly  bound  to  concur  in  fupporting  the  motion.. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  though  on  a  former  occafion  when  this 
fuhjeft  was  ftarted,  he  was  anxious  to  offer  himfelf  as  late  sts  pof- 
lible  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  after  the  two  extraordinary 
fpeechcs  which  they  had  now  heard,  exti*aordinaiy  he  would  call 
them,  as  applied  to  the  motion  which  they  were  intended  to  fupport, 
he  felt  himfelf  equally  anxious  to  rife  as  foon  as  poflible  in  order  to 
obviate  the  eflfeds  which  they  were  calculated  to  produce.  If  the 
honourable  gentleimn  had  really  felt  the  relu<S^ance  which  they  pre- 
tended to  bringing  forward  the  motion,  the  difavowal  of  the  procla- 
mations which  had  taken  place  in  confetjuence  of  the  letters  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  might  have  fufficiently  lati&fied  their  apprchcn- 
lions  as  to  any  confequences  that  might  have  been  produced  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  If  they  had  been  fincere  in  the  wifl>  which  they  had 
cxpreffed,  of  not  giving  pain  to  the  feelings  of  gallant  Commanders, 
would  they  have  had  rccourfe  to  the  line  of  arguftient  which  they 
had  adopted,  in  bringing  forward  a  motion  which,  though  not  itfelf 
a  charge  againft  thofc  Commanders,  was  fupported  by  charges, 
which,  if  true,  there  was  no  puniflirncnt  for  their  delinquency 
which  could  be  too  fevere?  If  thefc- proclamations  had  been  at- 
tacked merely  upon  the  general  principle;  if  ground  of  accufation 
|iad  not  been  fought  from  matter  not  at  all  conne£led  with  the  pro- 
clamations, (that  they  might  be  carelcfsly  woisded  he  would  not  dc-* 
Jiy)  he  would  have  left  to  others  better  acquainted  with  the  law  of 
nations  to  have  undertaken  their  defence,  and  not  have  come 
forward  on  a  queftion,  with  refpcdt  to  which  he  felt  more  anx*- 
icty  than  he  had  ever  experienced  in  any  former  difcuflion.  As  'to 
P|ic  cpipmander  in  whom  he  was  particulary  intcrcfted,  aad  to  whoS» 
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chara£ter  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  afcribe  to 
miflake,  inadvertence^  or  mifinformation,  expreffing  at  the  fame 
time  a  hope  that  the  telUmonial  would  not  be  difdained  by  him. 
That  teftimoniaU  he  mud  fay,  loft  it§  value  from  what  had  fol« 
lowed ;  when  he  heard  of  the  inhuman  and  avaricious  condudl  of 
Britiih  Commanders,  when  he  heard  of  their  rapacity  and  oppref- 
iion,  as  calculated  to  fix  a  ftain  upon  the  Britifli  name^  and  to  fet 
to  their  enemies  an  example  of  the  moft  dangerous  retaliation,  if  he 
mud  not  fay  that  he  did  not  difdain  a  tribute  of  applaufe,  followed 
up  with  fuch  epithets,  he  at  leaft  would  fay  that  to  him  it  had  no 
value  whatever.  .  Thctwo  honourable  gentlemen  had  fupportcd  the 
motion  upon  different  principles,  which,  though  not  very  diftin<Sl 
in  their  ftatement,  he  would  endeavour  to  feparate  in  the  difcufTion* 
It  had  been  afferted  firft,  that  the  proclamations  were  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations.  But  though  the  objeflion  had  v 
bcert  made  on  the  ground  of  principles,  it  had  been  chiefly  fupported 
upon  an  enumeration  of  fkds.  It  had  been  broadly  ftated  that 
every  thing  done  at  St.  Euftatius  had  been  done  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion. There  was  fome  confufion  as  to  other  topics.  At  one  time 
the  Houfe  were  told  of  the  danger  of  retaliation,  \n  confequencc  of 
the  cruelty  experienced  by  the  fubje<Ss  of  the  French  Government : 
at  another  the  complaint  was,  that  our  own  fupporters  and  allies, 
had  not  been  treated  with  proper  regard.  As  to  the  cruelty  expe- 
rienced by  fubjeds  of  the  French  Government,  he  had  always  heard 
that  the  prefent  war  on  the  part  of  the  French  was  a  war  of  plun- 
der, rapine,  and  devaftation ;  that  it  was  carried  on  by  them  in 
oppofition  to  all  order,  humanity,  and  religion — the  Weft- India 
merchants  had  joined  in  this  reprcfentation  ;  but  it  now  appeared  ' 
that  the  fad  was  quite  the  reverfe — that  the  French  were  a  mode- 
rate, humane,  and  equitable  people,  arid  that  no  apprchenfions  were 
to  be  entertained  from  them  except  fo  far  as  they  might  be  influenced 

^  to  retaliation  by  the  example  of  cruelty  and  opprcfiion  affi>rdcd  by 
Gfeat  Britain,  in  the  profecution  of  the  contcft.  It  has  been  in- 
finuated,  that  the  misfortutics  in  Grenada  and  the  other  Weft- In- 
dia iflands  have  been  owing  to  the  opprefTion  and  rapacity  of  the 
Britifh  Commanders :  as  well  might  they  trace  the  dif^fters  in 
Flanders  to  the  farr.c  fourcc. .  What  could  be  more  abfurd  than  to 
fuppofc  that  proclamations  which  had  been  annulled,  and  not  si&ed 
Upon,  (hould  have  oecafioned  the  fubfequent  dcvaftations  in  Guada- 
loupe  and  Grenada.    Objedions  had  been  taken  to  the  manner  in 

'  which  the  wording  of  the  proclamations  liad  been  attempted  to  be 
explained.  What,  however,  could  be  more  evident  than  diat  by 
the  exprcffion,  the  value  of  the  conqucft,  nothing  more  was  meant 
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.  than  the  value  of  the  property  liable  to  be  confifcateds       not  furdj^ 
the  value  of  the  fee  iimple  of  the  illand  }    Great  complaints  had 
hccn  made  on  account  oif  the  proclamations  not  having  been  tradf- 
mitted  to  this  country.    Sir  Charles  Grey  in  his  letter  affignedthe 
reafons  why  that  had  not  been  dene.    As  to  their  1>eing  inaccunrtCy 
it  appeared  upon  the  face  of  the  .proclamation^  themfelves  that  At 
tranflations  muA  be  inaccurate.    On  the  fubje£t  of  the  vights  of 
conqueft,  it  had  been  Oated,  that  tiie  moment  refiftance  ceafes»  a 
legal  fovercignty  fuccceds ;  and  the  people  ivho  are  fubjugated  came 
-under  the  prote6tion  of  the  conquerors.  '  He  always  had  underfiood, 
that  when  terms  had  been  refufed,  when  the  utmoft  refiftance  liad 
been  made,  the  peifons  and  propcrt)'  of  the  vanquiifaed  became  fub- 
jcft  to  the  Sovereign  whofe  troops  occupied  their  tcrritoiy.  .Such 
"Was  the  dodrine  which  prevailed  in  the  law  of  nations,  and  whidi 
-was  not  carried  in  the  proclamations  beyond  what  wis  allowed  by 
the  mitigated  prsdlice  of  modern  times.    Jt  had  been  ftatcd  alb 
that  the  fddiers  had  no  right  to  booty,  except  of  the  defcription  de- 
'fined  in  the  prize  z&.    The  prize  z6\  applied  only  to  that  fpcdos 
of  booty  which  belonged  to  the  captors;  it  did  not  leiSsn  the  light 
of  majefty  to  that  booty,  which  was  uniformly  the  reward,  cf  con- 
/queft  in  every  inflancc  where  refiftance  had 'been  puihed  to  its  ot- 
rnoft  limits.    Under  this  defcription  of  booty  the  proclamations  ia- 
-eluded  nothing  but  the  ftores  and  produce  of  the  planters,  which 
had  been  manufa6tured  and  packed  up  for  exportation  beibfe  the 
23d  of  March;  and  tins  booty  had  been  aftigned.to  the  foldicis 
only  under  grant  of  His  MajeftVy  and  fubjecl  to  bis  future  difpoCd. 
By  their  proceeding  on  this  occafion  the  Commanders  had  fiicwii 
themfelves  anxious  to  maintain  at  once  the  rights  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  foldiery.    Even  for  the  fake  of  the  conquff- 
£d  country,  fuch  a  procedure  was,   perhaps,  the  moft  defirabk* 
If  tlic  foldiers  were  not  to  be  allowed  what  they  felt  to  be  a  due  re- 
ward of  their  labours,  they  would  conceive  that  they  had  a  right  to 
take  it.    What  they  now  thankfully  accepted  as  a  boon,  they  wouM 
then  extort  by  violence  ;  and  inftead  of  a  moderate  contribution,  a 
fyftem  of  univerfal  plunder  would  follow.    The  Commanders  thfli  • 
did  not  want  for  tlieir  c6nduft  tlie  apology  which  had  been  afligned 
them  of  miftakcy  inadvertence,  or  mifinformation :  they  had  adcd 
from  a  fcnfe  of  duty,  from  zeal  for  the  rights  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  from  regard  to  the  difcipline  of  the  troops  under  their  command. 
Their  condu<5l  was  even  fuch  as  from  enlightened  views  of  policy 
would  be  found  ultimately  moft  conducive  to  the  peace  and  fccuritf  • 
of  the  conquered  country.    On  this  occafion  reference  had  bcc» 
made  to  their  inftru6tions.    On  infpc£ling  tlicfe  inftruiUons,  he 
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was  blind  enough  to  think  that  they  furnifhed  a  complete  vindica- 
tioriy  not  only  for  what  they  had  done,  but  for  what  they  intended 
to  do.    It  had  been  fijppofed  that  there  exifted  no  right  •to  booty>  ^ 
except  the  capture  of  a  fortified  place.    So  far  was  this  from  being 
fpecified,  that  in  one  copy  of  inftruflions  relative  to  booty,  mention 
was  made  of  what  might  be  taken  in  a  fetdement,  and  in.ano'ther 
die  general  cafe  was  put  of  a  conquered  country.    Even  in  inftaoces^ 
of  capitulation  a  certain  right  of  booty  had  been  refervcd  to  the  So- 
vereign and  the  troops ;  and  in  cafes  of  ftorm  a  larger  proportion 
Bad  been  allotted  to  the  foldicrs,  becaufc  they  on  fuch  occafion* 
were  ncccffarily  cxpofed  to  a  greater  degree  of  fatigue  and  danger^ 
Mr.  Grey  here  quoted  from  hiftoVy  examples  of  the  pradice  to 
which  he  alluded.    An  honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned  what 
had  taken  place  at  St.  Euftatius  as  a  precedent  of  no  very  goo<f 
authority,  and  not  very  likely  to  be  popular  with  the  country.  He 
bad  faid,  that  if  another  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Eurke)  now 
no  longer  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  who  had  brouglit  forward 
the  conduft  of  the  Commanders  at  St.  Euftatius,  had  been  now 
{^enty  he  (hould  not  have  been  under  the  neccflity  to  come  for- 
ward.   He  was  reminded,  indeed,  that-the  honourable  gentleman 
who  complained  gf  the  conduift  of  Lord  Rodney  and  General  V^aug- 
han,  had,  after  the  1 2th  of  April,  dropped  all  proceedings,  and 
even  faid,  that  if  there  was  a  bald  fpot  on  the  head  of  Lord  Rodney 
kc  would  cover  it  with  a  laurel.    Would  he  then,  after  the  brilli- 
ant fcrviccs  performed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  have  been  the  perfon  to 
have  come  forward  with  a  charge  of  crimination  againfl  the  Com- 
manders ^tt  the  head  of  the  exj^edition  ?    So  much  for  the  wording 
of  the  proclamation.    He  would  now  examine  how  far  it  had  been 
aded  upon'.    The  moment  that  it  had  been  known  to  the  Com- 
manders that  it  occaiioned  difcontent  and  diifatisfaftion,  or  had  iii  • 
die  fmalleft  degree  been  confidered  as  oppreffive,  it  had  immediately 
been  annulled.    As  it  was  impoffible  to  lay  dowa  a  prccife  rule 
where  there  was  fo  much  room  for  the  exercife  of  difcretion,  it  was 
impoffible  to  fay  whether  the  proclamations  were  right  or  wrong, 
except  fome  method  could  be  contrived  to  take  into  cjnfideration  all 
the  circumftancea  of  the  country  at  the  moment  in  which  they  were 
iiTued.    It  had  been  faid,  that  the  contents  of  the  proclamations 
were  in  diredt  oppoiicion  to  the  declaration  of  the  i  ft  of  January. 
But  it  muft  (irft  be  neceffary  to  (hew  tjiat  the  declaration  had  been 
accepted.    It  was  laid,  that  the  terms  held  out  in  that  declaration 
were  cither  protedlionor  removal ;  protedlion  to'thofe  who  fubmitted 
themfclves,  and  removal  of  fuch  as  (hould  be  found  refradlor)'.— 
*Jf  gentlemen,  however,  read  the  conclufion  of  that  paper,  they 
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„  might,  perhaps,  find  another  alternative.    The  condufion  was,  that 
"  All  fuch  pcrfons  as  in  contempt  of  His  Majefty's  gracious  and 
benevolent  intention,  (hould  dare  to  oppofe  this  declaration,  (hall 
be  treated  as  enemies,  and  remain  expofed  to  all  the  evils  which  the 
operations  of  war  cannot  fail  to  bring  over  their  peHbns  and  pro- 
perty.   Did  not  this  in  the  plaineft  manner  point  out  confifcation, 
and  all  the  other  confcqucnccs  authorized  by  the  rights  of  conqueft  ? 
The  paper  was  intended  to  contain  an  inducement  to  fubmiffion. 
Though  the  motion  was  confined  to  Martinique,   an  honourable 
gentleman  Ipd  thought  proper .  to  travel  into  St.  Lucia  for  faSs  in  j 
order  to  fupport  it.    It  was  material  to  Jbe  afcertained  whether  the  \ 
Inhabitants  of  Martinique  did  not  refift,  in  dire^  oppofition  to 
what  had  been  aflcrted.    He  would  prove  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Martinique  did  generally  rcfift,  that  they  had  not  aided  the  progreb 
of  the  Britifli  troops,  even  by  intelligence ;  he  would  prove  it  by 
the  evidence  of  the  whole  army ;  he  would  prove  it  by  fa£b  them-  ' 
felves.    An  honourable  gentleman  had  gone  fo  far  back  as  the  ex- 
pedition of  General  Bruce ;  but  what  had  he  proved  by  his  ftate-  ' 
mcnt,  but  that  tlie  great  majority  in  Martinique  were  decidedly  at- 
tached  to  the  Convention ;  and  that  the  others,  who  had  fided  with 
the  Britifli,  had  been  fmce  expelled,  or  maffacred  ?    He  would 
now  proceed  to  examine  the  curious  memorial  and  affidavit  which 
had  not  been  permitted  by  the  Houfc  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Taki/^ 
the  memorial  from  its  contents,  not  knowing  Mr.  Thelluflbn,  by 
whom  it  was  figned,  whether  he  was  a  Member  of  that  Houfc  or 
another  of  the  fame  name,  he  had  formerly  aflerted  what  he  (hould 
again  repeat,   that  it  was  a  feries  of  falfehood  fix>m  beginnii^  to 
end,  and  that  the  affidavit  upon  which  it  was  grounded,  was  an 
inftancc  of  the  groffeft  perjury.    If,  as  he  undedlood,  the  gentle- 
man-by  whom  the  memorial  was  figned,  was  a  merchant  of  emi- 
nence, it  would  well  become  him  to  confider  what  he  was  ddngt 
and  to  examine  the  public  difpatches,  before,  upon  thd  evidence  of  j 
one,  who  is  declared  to  be  a  notorioufly  good  man,  but,  who  is  b  j 
notorioufly  good,  that  the  gentleman  who  .ijius  charadierized  him,  J 
would  not  undertake  to  fupport  his  allegation  upon  oath ;  beforff 
upon  fuch  evidence,  he  ventured  to  attack  the  charafler,  and  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  refpcflable  Commanders,  he  would  firft  (hc^  I 
fuch  circumftances  upon  the  face  of  the  nKmorial,   as  cvidcolly 
proved  ityfalfity ;  and  fccondly,  he  would  lay  before  the  Houfci  » 
ftatement  of  fafls,  fupported  by  gentlemen  of  undoubted  vcracit)'r 
whofe  evidence  he  was  ready  to  produce  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  BARHAM  here  called  Mr.  Grey  to  order.  He  faid,  that  as  \ 
the  memorial  in  qucftion  had  been  rcjcded  by  the  Houfei  and  »• 
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nodiing  had  been  founded  upon  it  hj  him  or  his  honourable  friend, 
he  conceived  it  improper  to  make  it  the  fubjeS  of  comment* 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  to  the  point 
before  them.  As  the  memorial  had  not  been  permitted  to  be  laid 
ypon  the  table,  it  might  not  be  ftridly  regular  to  make  it  the  fubjeft 
of  comment ;  but  it  was  to  be  recolle^fted,  that  the  memorial  had 
been  publifhed  and  diftributed  to  Members  of  that  Houfe,  and  as 
it  went  to  impute  blame  to  the  condudt  of  the  honourable  Com-' 
tnandersy  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  whether  it  was  not  proper  for 
any  Member  to  remark  on  it  as  a  publication,  with  a  view  to  the 
vindication  of  their  chara6ier. 

Mr.  GREY  contended  that  he  had  a  right  to  remark  on  the 
memorial  as  a  publication,  and  the  affidavit  witli  which  it  was  ac- 
companied. Both  went  to  throw  afpcrfions  on  the  charaftcr  of  the 
Commanders  in  the  Weft-Indies.  The  charges  againft  them  had 
been  now  in  circulation  for  fix  months.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  at  laft  come  forward  as  their  accufers,  and  were  not  they 
to  be  admitted  to  be  heard  in  their  defence  ?  There  was  nothing 
in  the  memorial  which  had  not  been  transferred  to  the  fpeeches^ 
two  parts  of  which  were  not  at  all  to  the  purpofc,  and  which  he 
would  not  have  an  opportunity  to  notice  in  his  anfwer.  This  Mr. 
Malefpine  ftates,  that  when  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  received  the  firft 
fummons  from  His  Majefty's  Commanders,  the  white  ii^hslbitants 
were  fo  abfolutely  at  the  difpofal  of  the  negroes  and  people  of  co- 
lour, that  they  could  not  manifcft  their  defire  of  furrendering. 
The  town  of  St.  Pierre  had  at  no  time  been  difpofed  to  the  Britifh 
caufc.  Why  then  fliould  Mr.  Malefpine  have  taken  refuge  in 
the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  which  had  been  the  fource  of  all  the  troubles 
in  Martinique,  when  remaining  in  the  open  country,  he  might  at 
leaft  have  (hewn  his  pacific  difpofitions,  and,  if  fo  inclined,  have 
afforded  afliftance  to  the  Briti(h  arms  ?  Mr.  Malefpine  ftates  that 
after  the  proclamation  was  iffucd,  the  inhabitants  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance ;  juft  as  if  the- oath  had  immediately  followed  the  date 
of  the  pRKlamation.  The  imprefllon  intendcd^to  be  produced  by 
this  mode  of  ftatement,  was  fufficiently  obvious.  Mr.  Grey  faid, 
that  he  Would  now  proceed  to  the  ftatement  of  fad^s,  in  fupport  of 
which  he  could  produce  the  ipvidence  of  a  number  of  rcfpcdlablc 
ofikers,  who  were  attending  near  that  Houfe,  if  their  teftimony 
fhould  be  required.  Thcfe  were  the  officers  who  had  commanded 
in  the  different  divlfions  who  had  made  their  attack  on  feveral  parts 
of  the  iftand,  and  who  had  not  experienced  the  fmalleft  aflTiftancc  ojr 
fupport  from  one  wliife  inhabitant.  With  a  view  to  injarq  the 
feme  of  the  Commanders,  the  fervlce  had  been  attempted  to  be  de- 
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predated.    It  had  been  fafd  that  the  conqueft  had  toft  only  twenty 
eight  days ;  when  in  reality  it  had  taken  up  from' the  6th  of  February 
to  the  25^  of  March ;  and  that  only  84  men  had  been  joft,  when 
it  would  be  found  from  the  returns  that  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  between  two^and  three' hundred.  While  the 
gentlemen  who  liave  brought  forMvard  the  motion-have  been  careful 
to  pafs  over  every  thing  unfavourable  to  their  purpofe,  they  have 
been  equally  afliduous  to  pervert  known  fefils, .  and  to  bting  forward 
others  entirely  void  of  foundation.   .  Malefpine  fays  that  the  whites 
were  rcftraincd  by  fear  of  the  blacks,  and  the  people  of  colour.— 
Whereas^  from  the  fta^ement  it  would  appear  that  the  town  of  St. 
Pierre  is  chiefly  occupied  by  the  whites;  that  they  manned  the 
works,  and  worked  the  guns  ;  and  that  almoll  all  thofc  who  were 
killed  were  whites.    Mr.  Grey  faid,   that  as  it  might  now  be 
deemed  too  late  in  the  fcffion  to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  he  would 
read  the  report  of  the  officers  in  their  own  words.    He  here  read  ,1 
the  report  of  the  officers  who  commanded  the  different  divifions  in 
tlic  attack  on  Martinique,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy.    '  I 

To  General  Sir  CHARLES  GREY,  K.  B.  &c.  &c. 

I 

We  whofc  names  arc  hereto  fubfcribedjOfficcrs  in  His  Majcfly*s  trmr,  | 
fcrving  under  your  command  at  the  conqUeft  of  the  French  ifland  of 
Martinique,  in  the  months  of  February  and  March,  1794,  having  been 
informed  that  the  means  by  which  that  conqueft  was  accompltfbed,  «kI 
the  circumftances  attending  it,  h«ive  bccu  very  much  mifrcprcfcntcd,  I 
with  a  view  not  only  to  anfwer  the  intcrcftcd  purpofcs  of  individuah  rc-  'I 
iidcnt  in,  or  conncdled  with' tlic  inhabitants  or,  thacifland;  butlikcwifo 
to  call  in  queltioo  the  propriety  of  yourcondudi  as  Commander  in  Cfiiefj,  ' 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  report  to  you  fuch  tranfadtions,  fads,  and  cir- 
cumftanccs,  as  took  place  or  occurred  within  our  j>crfonal  knowledge  of 
obfcrvaiion,  cither  colleetivcly  or  individually.    The  fa£ls  and  tranfac- 
tions  we  arc  about  to*narracc,  we  confider  as  ilated  upon  our  honour  as  Br'f  . 
tijh  Officers^  and  we  fliall  be  ready,  to  fsfn^^ion  the  fame  by  our^oatb», 
whenever  called  upon*  ^ 

We  think  it  right  to  preface  our  report,*  by  dating,  that  we  have  pe-  , 
rufcd  the  Memorial  to  t^c  Duke  of  Portland,  figned  by  Mr.  Thelluflon, 
and  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  MaJcfpine,  and  the  other  documents  contained 
in  a  pamphlet  publifticd  by  Mr.  Thclluflbn,  and  diftributed  to  the  Mcm- 
bcrs  of  the  lloufe  of  Commons  ;  whatcvcf  theobjcd  of  that  publication 
might  be,  ib  not  for  us  to  tictcrmiue,  but  we  feel  ourfelves  called  upOQ| 
in.  julticc  to  your  conduct  and  char^(5iei|tto  ftate  unequivocally  that  marty  \ 
of  the  matcnal  allegations  contained  in  the  memorial,  andMr«Mdc« 
fpine's  affidavit,  are faJje* 

VVc  fiiall  not  content  ,  ourfelves  with  making  this  affertion  in  genenl 
terms,  but  will  proceed  to  a  detail  of  the  tfanfa(5fions  UfKMi  which 
found  it,  confident  that  they  warrant  the  moft  deciiive  cofitradidio&of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  papers  we  refer  tO)  chat  -language  cto 
fupply. 
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The  attack  upoi^  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  waj  preceded  by  the  fummona 
fent  by  you  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  early  in  the  month  of  February,  1794, 
by  Major  Mafon,  one  of  your  Aid-dc-Caraps,  addrcffcd  *'  to  the  Major, 
Prcfidcnts  pf  the  Municipalities,  and  Citizens,  of  the  town  of  St.  Pierre, 
mnd  the  Commandant  of  the  troops,"  requincg  them  to  furrccder  upon 
the  terms  offered  in  the  proclamation  of  the  i ft  of  January,  1794.  It 
wat  matter  of  notoriety  to  the  whole  army,  that  fo  fur  from  the  fummoni 
being  well  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre,  Major  Mafon  wa« 
treated  with  great  indignity,  "and  refufcd  admittance  into  the  town. 
The  refult  was,  thni  a  ^ctachmcut  of  the  army  proceeded  to  reduce  the 
to\|n  of  St.  Pierre,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gciirial  Dundai.  We 
wer«all  (except  Colonel  Chalmers,  and  Major  Burnett)  employed  m 
thi»  detachment  of  the  army,  the  objctSt  of  which  was,  by  different  routs, 
10  fecurc  the  country^leading  to,  and  ultimately  to  attack  the  town,  A» 
the  armv  penetrated  into  the  ifland,  it  was  divided  into  ditterent  columnt 
or  detachments,  to  attack  and  fecurc  the  batteries,  redoubts,  and  other 
pofts  of  defence  formed  by  the  enemy,  to  refill  and  impede  its  paHagc 
to,  and  toproiedt  the  town.  Although  we  were  employed  in  different 
routs  and  detached  fervices,  yet,  upon  communicating  togetlier,  t\'c  find 
that  wc  can,  without  a  (ingle  exception,  unite  in  fluting,  that  very  great 
rcfiflance  was  made  to  the  Britifh  forces  in  their  march  towards  the  town 
of  St.  Pierre,  as  well  as  towards  the  town,  of  Trinite  and  Fort  "Bour- 
bon, and  that  this  rcfiilance  was  not  confined  to  the  French  military 
force,  6ut  the  planters  and  other  'white  m-'abitants  of  the  IfktnJ^  foineJ  an  J 
/uffarted  the  public  for  cc^  and  none  of  them  came  in  or  i;avc  avijlan:c  to  th$ 
Britijh  forces^  or  Jtgnified  afty  intention  ordrjire  to  accept  the  terms  or  claim 
tbi  proteSii(m  of  the  proclamation  of  the  i fl  of  yunuary^  ^  7  94*  ^^'^  differ  eM 
nnlla^es  and  plantations  lyr  pajj'cd  ihroa^h  on  onr  march^  i\jhere  planters  and 
nxfhit^  inhabitants  hada^ually  refidcd^  ixfc  fbufU  that  they  had unxformly  joined 
the  French  for  ceSy  and  ajjijied  in  manning  and  ivorUt/g  the  forts  and  batteries 
ereBed  for  the  defence  of  the  ifland^  and  to  rejifi  and  ann^  His  Maiefy-S 
forces.  Having  ftateft  in  thefe  general  terms  the  condu.^^t  of  the  planterr 
and  other  white  inhabitants  of  the  illand,  we  beg  leave  each  individually 
to  detail  the  tranfac  tions  that  occurred  under  our  rerpC('Hve  obfervation. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Chalmers  was  employed  in  the  detachment  of  tht 
army  commanded  by  Major  General  Dundas.,  with  whotn  he  (Colonel 
Chalmei's)  marched  to  the  camp  before  Fort  Bourbon,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed d  urine  the  liege.  At  thegalhons  nearthetown  ot  I'riiiiie,  pbeene<iiy 
were  fouiTd  ftrongly  polled  on  a  mountain,  from*  whence  they  were  dri- 
ven after  a  confidcrablc  reliftance,  and  they  wore  Toon  afterwards  attack-  ' 
ed  and  forced  from  another  ftrong  poll  nean?r  the  town.  Many  of  the 
vjhite  inhabitants  o(dhc  ifland  acted  in  defending  thefe  polls,  and  after  the 
Britifli  troop*  took  pofleffion  of  them,  the  town  of  Trinirc  was  fet  on  fir^  . 
by  the  French  forces,  with  a  view  to  reduce  as  much  as  pofliblcthe  value 
and  importance  of  the  conqueil.  Some  days  afier  an  attack  was  made 
upon  the  Biitifli  pofts  of  Brunot,  Maltide,  nud  Fauvachaud4  by  the 
French  force?,  and  many  of  the  perfons  employed  in  this  attack,  and  ^\jh0 
afterwards  retired  into,  and  affifled  in  the  deft  nee  of  Fori  Bourbon^  ivere 
ino^jfn  to  be  *vohite  inhabitants  ot  the  iflund.  During  Colonel  Chalmers' 
march  through  the  ifland,  and  his  employ  in  the  fiege  of  Fort  Bourbon, 
the  army  frequently  received  aJlillancc  and  information  from  people  of 
colour  and  negroes,  hut  in  no  one  inftance^was  any  ajffifl once  or fupport. given 
tbem  by  the  white  inhabitants. 

Major  of  Brigade  O'Callaghan  was  attached  to  General  Dandas,  and 
was  iht  ofiicer  appointed  by  that  General  to  receive  thetia?  of  tJFtKC  (ea& 
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from  the  town  of  St*  Pierre,  tof  propofe  terms  on  the  1 7ih  of  February, 
1794.  He  landed  with,  and  attended  General  Dundas,  during  hit 
whole  march,  until  he  entered  the  town  of  Sr.  Pierre,  on  the  17th  of 
February^i  He  thinks  it  unneccffary  to  detail  the  march  and  proj;rcfsof 
the  army,  as  that  is  done  with  intiniiely  inorc  accuracy  and  prccifion  io 
your  public  difpatcbes,  than  he  can  poliihly  ftntt  it.  He  thinks  it,  how- 
ever, proper  to  flare,  that  in  the  provjvcfs  of  the  army,  down  to  the  i6th 
of  February,  the  Britifli  forces  met  with  every  rcfitlance  that  either  the 
pubh'c  force  of  theifland,  or  the '■JOf^  'ite  inhabitants^  fupporte J  i/t general 
their  negroes  and  the  people  of  colour^  cctfld  ^^ive.  Every  battery,  redoubt, 
or  other  poft  of  #reogth,  or  capable  of  refiftance,  was  made  ufe  of  by 
the  enemy  in  rcfifting  and  annoying  the  Britifii  forceJ,  anJ^veregeneralij 
either  in  the  ii^jole  or  in  part  maiincd  bj  the  planters  and  other  ivhite  in* 
habitants.  Major  O'Callaghan  jnarchcd  from  the  town  of  Trinity  to  St. 
Pierre,  which  is  a  diftnnce  of  about  twenty  miles,  and  comprizes  the 
mod  fertile  and  populous  diftiiclof  the  iflanu.  During  the  whfle  of  ihii 
long  march,  not  one  ivhife  inhabitant  joined  the  Britijh  army,  Acon» 
fiderable  number  of  negroes  voluntarily  joined  it,  and  affifted  chearftilly 
and  with  alacrity  in  the  removal  of  the  cannon,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
vifipns,  from  poft  to  poft.  On  the  i6th  of  February,  Major  General 
Dundas's  detachment  approached  the  town  of  St.  Pierre.  About  nine 
o'clock  in  the  moming  of  that  day,  one  of  his  advanced  pofts  at  Morne 
au  Piu,  commanded  by  Colontl  Caiuj)brl],  was  attacked  by  a  large 
number  of  the  enemy.  In  tfiat  attack  Goloiul  Campbell  fell,  ;ind  lix  of 
the  troops  he  commanded,  bcfidcs  thirteen  badly  wounded.  At- fire 
o'clock  in  the  cvcnintj  of  the  fame  day,  a  detarhment  of  the  enemy  at- 
tacked General  Dundaa's  advanced  poft  at  Mcrnc  RoOge;  and  were  again 
rcpulfed.  Upon  this  latter  occalion,  Mnjor  G'Caliaghan  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, from  a  commanding  groiuul,  of  obfcrving  wirh  great  accuracy 
bnjh  the  numbers  and  defcripiion  of  the  enemy,  a  great  part  of'^vhfit 
%rere  compo  sed  of  ivhiie. people^  and  uure  vnJcrJiocd  to  Lonjift  of  the  'ttthab'" 
*4ants  o  f  at.  Pierre,  From  the  fit'iation  they  Were  io,  they  could  not 
have  come  at  that  time  from  any  oilvertown  or  dillri(*t  in  the  iftand.— 
The  ivintc  ifihahkants  of  Sf.  Pic  re  m'i»ht'^frnm  thrir  Jupcriori.y  in  numbers^ 
hai'e  or'n-^oivcred  and/ubdi.'C  /  the  /if^ioes  and  people  of  colour,  had  they  ben 
fo  inclined.  After  the  repulje  of  the  cnf  my  at  Morne  au  Piu  and  iVlornc 
Rouge,  only  one  poft  remained  unattackcd  between  thcfc  places  and  the 
town  of  St.  herrc,  and  General  Dundas  ordered  a  ftrong  detachment  of 
grenadiers  toftorm  it,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  ot  the  lythot  Fe- 
bruary, but,  upon  the  troops  approaching  it,  they  found  it  evacuated, 
and  the  cannon  fpikecTand  thrown  over  the  parapet  into  a  deep  ravine. 
Many  hours  after  this  poft  was  pofleflcd  by  the  Britifli  troops,  a  per/on, 
drejfed and  armed  as  a  French  Oficer,  efcorted  by  an  armed  detachment^  tsvst 
from  the  ttnvn  of  St,  Pierre,  tuiih  a  letter  front  Monf  Molerac,  theCem* 
tnandant^  propojing  terms.  Major  O^Callaghan  nvas  appointed  by  General 
Dundas  io  rereinje  this  Officer,  ivho  tleli'vcred  him  d  letter  addrejfed  te  the 
General.  The  convcrlation  between  them  conlifted  of  the  French  OSkcT 
expreffing  his  faiisfa^tion  at  feeing  the  Britifh  troops  fo  near  the  town  of 
St.  Pierre,  and  in  Major  O'Callaghan's  anfwering  he  «Kd  not  give  much 
credit  to  the  (incerity  of  that  declaration  ;  and  that  ho^-(the  French  Ofli- 
cer)  came  too  late  to  exped  favourable  terms.  This  Officer  (who  Ma- 
jor O'Callaghan  verily  believes  was  Mr.  Dancy)  was  difmiflcd  without 
f  ver  feeing  General  Dundas.  Major  O'Callaghan  delivered  the  letter 
brought  by  this  Otficcr  to  General  Dundas,  who  fcnt  an  anfwer  to  it  by 
an  Aid-de-Camp ;  but  Monfl  Molerac  wai  not  to  be  foiinpl«  ao4|tbe  aft* 
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iWer  was  braughcback  to  the  General,  who  felt  Co  much  indignation  at 
this  condu6t,  that  he<«declared  to  Major  O'Callaghan  that  he  conlidered 
Molerac  as  having  forfeited  his  life.  It  is  material  here  to  remark,  that, 
(bme  hours  before  the  delivery  of  the  letter  from  Molerac  to  General 
Dundas,  a  detachment,  under  the  commond  of  Colonel  Symes,  had  taken 
poiTcflion  of  the  town  of  Sr.  Pierre,  l/htil  the  pofi  of  the  fie  my  rvas 
taken  poJprJJioH  of  by  the  BrihJJj  troops^  not  the  leafi  appearance  of  fubmljftoii 
Jhe-vin  by  the  inhabitant j  of  St.  Pierre.  Although  they  appeared  in 
arms  on  the  i6^h  of  February,  and  attacked  the  advanced  poJds  of  tiic 
Britifli  army,  yet,  when  every  furrounding  and  proteding  poft  had  been 
taken  by  the  Britill)  troops,  it  will  not  appear  extraordinary  that  the  in- 
habitants abandoned  their  martial  drefs,  and'fccrctcd  their  arms,  to  avoid 
the  fatal  confequcnccs  that  might  otherwife  have  enfucd.  It  was  noto- 
rious to  every  Officer  of  the  Bripiili  army  emploved  in  the  conquelt  df 
St  ..Pierre,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  fci'jn  in  general  ha  if  not  only  armed  in 
lis  defence^  but  had  manned  and  defended  ail  the  adjacent  forts  and  batteries^ 
and  attacked  and  refified  the  Britijh  troops^  and  fired  upon  the fhipping  co-ope* 
fating  ^vtth  them. 

Major  Stewart  and  Captain  Douglag  were  employed  in  the  detachment 
of  the  army  commanded  hy  General  Dundas.  They  concur  in  the  flate- 
mcnt  of  Colonel  Chtimbcrs  and  Major  O'Callaghan  refpedting  the  gene- 
ral  rciifrance  experienced  by  the  Britifli  (orccs  from  the  planters  and  ether 
ivhtte  inhabitants  of  the  i/Iandy  in  their  march  toivards  St.  Pierre.  Nofte 
o  f  the  'while  inhabitants  of  any  de  fer iptionjeither  joined  the  army  ^  or  afforded 
the  leafi  ajjlfiance  or  information  to  them.  In  the  whole  of  the  march, 
ivhite  in  habitant^  except  women  and  thildreuy  'was  ever  feen  in  any  other 
charocfer  than  that  of  an  enemy.  The  town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the  prin- 
cipal lorts  furrounding  and  commanding  it,  nvercnot  at  the  difpofal,  nor 
in  the  pofjijjion  df  the  w^roes  and  people  of  colour  ;  on  the  contrary^  the  ma" 
jority  in  number  were  white  inhab  itants  In  arms^  and  certainly  had  it  in  their 
po-wer  to  have  JiihdiUdy  or  emen  to  have  deflroyedy  the  negfoes  arid  people  of 
colour,  i  f  the  latter  had  atte//?pted  to  toJTefs  themfclves  of  or  to  retain^  the 
town  and forts^  in  opp^Jllion  tp  the  white  inhabitants.  Of  the  great  num- 
ber of  armed  men,  that  came  From  St.  Pierre,  to  attack  the  poft  of  Morne 
au  Fill  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th  o^  February,  ^^r^^/  propotton  of  them 
were  white  inhabitants.  The  prifoners  taken  at  this  pofl:  flatcd,  (as  no 
doubt  the  fad  was)  that  moft  of  the  troops  employed  in  defending  the 
diiferent  pofts  near  St.  Pierre,  were  inhabitants  of  that  town.  Wherever 
negroes  were  found,  they  were  lefs  violent  towards  the  Britifli  troops 
than  the  white  inhabitants^  and  ready  to  give  afliiiance.  After  the  taking 
of  St,  Pierre,  a  conliderablc  number  of  negroes  were  collected  to  alEft  the 
army  employed  in  the  fiege  t)t  Fort  Bourbon  and  Fort  Royal.  Major 
Stewart  was  fcnt  from  St.  Pierre  with  300  negroes  to  Camp  la  Cofte,  1^ 
night  march,  through  a  woody  country  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  in 
extent,  anJ,  fo  far  from  their  being  difafFeclcd  to  the  Britifli  fervice,  he 
did  not  lofe  one  negro  in  the  march.  They  declared  to  hlm^  that  when* 
ever  they  aBed  againfi  the  Brit  jh  troops^  in  the  de  fence  of  the  town  'ofSt. 
PierrOy  and  the  jurrounding  pofls,  they  were  compelled  or  direBed  fo  to  do 
by  their  miifierSy  the  white  inhabitants  of  that  iown  and  dlfiriSl,  Major 
Srcwtrt  has  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  declaration.  When  he  took 
poileffion  gf  the  town  of  L'Amentin,  on  the  loth  February,  he  found 
only  a  few  negroes  andaprieft  in  it,  allthe  white  inhabitants,  with  their 
negroes,  having  retired  into  Fort  IJourbon,  for  the  purpofe  of  aliifling 
in  the  defence  of  that  fortrefs. 

M^^r  Buiiif  t  waa  employed  In  91  dctaurhment  of  the  army  that  landed 

Digitized  by  Google 


486  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  ^795- 

on  the  fouth'Well  part  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique.  Ht  was  on  board 
the  fleet  when  it  firfl  arrived  off  Marine  Bay,  and  the  fliips  that  came 
within  gun-diot  o£  the  iiland  were  fired  at  from  the  batteries  on  fhore, 
and  thofe  batteries  continued  their  fire  upon  different  Ibips  till  the  people 
employed  in  them  were  driven  from  their  guns  by  an  attack  from  a  (hip 
of  the  fleet,  and  by  landing  troops.  When  the  troops  came  near  tht 
land,  it  was  before  day-light  in  the  morning,  and  the  moment  day  ap» 
pcared,  and  the  boats  were  difcovered  by  the  enemy  from  the  batteries 
off  Negro  Point  and  Cas  Nairre  and  other  places,  a  heavy  fire  was  kept 
upon  them  fo  long  as  the  boats  remained  within  gun-(hot ;  and  towards 
noon,  when  the  fhips  and  boats  approached  Cas  Pilote  to  land«  they  * 
were  oppoicd  by  every  battery  whole  guns  could  bQ  brought  to  bear  upon 
or  reach  them.  After  the  troops  were  landed,  mMny  parties  of  the  whiti 
iTtfjahitants  o  f  the  ijlani  formed  In  different  Jituatiom  and  at  Mj^Weni  f^^s^ 
to  oppoft  the  march  of  rhe  Brit:Jh  iroon  io  voards  Fort  Reyal^  and  repeatedly 
fired  upon  them  both  'voith  camion  and  mujq'ietry.  On  ail  that  part  of  the 
coafl,  the  honfes  of  the  plantns  and  'U'hite  itdyahitants  were"  dejerted^  and. 
Upon  the  Britifli  Officers  inquiring  of  the  negroes  after  their  mafters,  they 
anfwcred,  that  they  ^xerc  gane  into  Fort  Rayalf  and  they  called  tbaa  Bri' 
gandes^  the  general  denommation  of  the  Colonial  troops  formed  t4>  rcfifi  tbi 
Bri'ijh  forces. 

Having  ftated  the  tranfa(5lions  that  came  mod  particularly  under  our  in- 
dividual obfervation,  we  beg  leave  to  unite  in  adding  a  few  general  re-  . 
marks,  known  to  eveiy  man  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Martinique 
for  the  laft  three  or  four  years.    The  attack  made  on  the  ifland,  in  1 793, 
by  General  Bruce,  was  the  occafion  of  almoil  every  Royaiill  of  any  rank 
or  confideration  being  expelled  the  ifland.    Thofe  who  remained  weiT, 
alraoft  to  a  man,  Republicans,  and  attached  to  the  Convcmioual  Go- 
vernment.   The  inhabitants  of  Saint  Fiefre,  in  particular^  ivere  netorioufy 
RepubltcanSy  and  their  condu^^   in  ihe  refflance^  they  made  to  the  ^^^^ 
troops^  Jhe^s  that  they  fupported  that  char  a  tier  to  the  lajl  moment  of  poJUok 
re/ijlance.    The  whste  inhabitants  of  that  to^zvn  and  its  vicinity  are  much 
more  ftumerous  than  the  free  people  of  colour^  and  e*very  man  c^pa  ble  of  bear* 
ing  arms',  ivas  armed  and  dif.ipUned.    7 hat  to-vLm  ivas  the  great fi/pport  of 
Mo?f  Rodambeauy  andfurnijhed  the  principal  refot\rces  that  eMoled  htM 
to  make  the  Jland  he  did  againfl  the  Brit ijh  forces.    In  all  our  inter courfe 
nxjith  the  inhabitants  o  f  the  Ifland^  a  fter  the  conquefi.  o  f  it^  the  iabahitoMts  ef 
Saint  Fierre  *Lvere  Jiated^  and  admitted  to  be  the  mofi  violent  of  any  in 
ifland,,  in  oppofing  the  Britijh  troops^  and  the  leaf  affeHed  to  the  Brit  JbG^ 
vernment*    We  can  flate  it  as  a  facV,  no  lefs  genei-al  than  true,  thi*i  in 
the  marches  of  the  various  detachments  of  Britifli  troops  in  the  attack 
upon  the  ifland,  they  nez'cr  met  'with  a  vfhite  inhab  tant,  except  in  ihe  cba* 
rcMer  of  an  ene/ny  n,vith  arms  in  his  hands.    We  think  it  nccelTary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  we  do  not  mean  to  comprehend  the  emigrants  in  this  remark, 
as,  in  juliice  to  thofe  unfortunate  gentlemen,  we  declare,  the  operations 
of  the  Britifli  forces  derived  great  afli (lance  from  the  fervices  and  loj'aUy 
of  many  of  ihem.^  It  is  true,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Pierre,  after 
helving  defended  the  heights  commanding  the  town,  to  the  utmofl  of  their 
power,  threw  down,  or  fccretcd,  their  arras;  when  they  found  the  Bri- 
tifli forces  ready  to  approach  and  enter  the  town,  feelirig  thcmf^l«s  in- 
capable of  any  farther  rcflftatjce,  and  knowing  that  if  they  were  found 
with  arms  in  ihcir  hands,  the  confequences  would  be  fatal. 

The  fa<^s  we  have  collectively  and  individually  flatcd,  furnifli  focoo)- 
plcie  acontradiclion  to  the  allegations  contained  in  Mr.  Thclluflbn's  n«" 
murial,  andfaiha^Sdavkannexcd  to  it,  that  it  appears  Mxvuct^^ 
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to  giTc  fpec'ific  tnfwen  to  the  diilinft  alleffttioni.  Thefe  are,  however, 
two  or  three  of  them  fo  notorioufly  unfounded  in  faft,  that  wc  feel  oar- 
fclvcs  called  upon  to  notice  them.    The  memorial  flatcs,  that  the 
*•  town  and  forts  were  fo  abfolutely  at  the  difpofal  of  the  negroes  and 
people  of  colour,  that  the  whit^  inhabitants  could  not  roanifefl  their  de« 
lire  of  furrendering ;  but  that  immediately  on  the  retreat  of  tfic  people 
of  colour  and  negroes  from  the  town,  they  did,  in  a  quiet  and  peacea- 
ble manner,  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  King^  and  put  themfelvea 
under  His  Majelly's  protection."    Mr,  Malefpinc,  with  a  ticw,  as  wc 
prefume,  to  give  fupport  to  this  unfounded  allegation,  in  his  affidavit, 
ilates,  "  that  when  the  Mayor  of  the  laid  town  (St.  Pierre)  received  the 
fmnmons  from  the  Commanders,  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town, 
and  the  deponent  and  his  faid  partner  among  the  reft,  were,  and  had  long 
been,  defirous  of  putting  tliemfelves  under  his  Britannic  Majefty's  pro- 
te6tion  and  Government,  but  that  the  faid  town  and  forts  were  abfolutely 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  armed  negroes  and  people  of  colour,  and  the  faid 
whhc  inhabitants  could  not,  without  danger  of  their  lives,  manifeft  the 
defire  which  they  had  of  furrendering."    So  far  from  this  being  the  fad, 
'wfjitt  inhabitants  (as  ive  have  ahcaJy  Jiated)  conifofed  the  great  majo' 
r'tty  of  the  force  that  defended  the  heights ^  forts ^  batteries^  and  to^vn  o  f  St» 
Pierre,  and  could^  ivithout  any  difficulty^  have fuhdued  thi  negroes  and  people 
of  colour  (only  a  (mail  portion  of  whom  carried  arms,)  if  that  dcfcription 
of  people  had  (licwn  any  difpofition  to  oppofe  their  wifhes.    The  negroes, 
fo  far  frtm  being  the  mod  a<ftive  enemies,  were  generally  difpofed  to  fub- 
mit to  the  Britiih  forces.    If  what  Mr.  Malefpjne  dates  had  been  the 
fa^,  the  Public  would  not  have  been.deprived  of  the  ferviccs  of  that  gal- 
lant officer.  Colonel  Campbell,  and  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  with  him, 
in  refilling  the  attack  of  thofe  white  inhabitants^  whom  Malefpinc  rcprc- 
fcnts  as  having  **  been  long  defirous  of  putting  themfclves  under  bii 
Briunnic  Majefty*s  protection ^and  Government.*'    Inftcad  of  the  ne- 
j;roes  and  people  of. colour  finding  themfelves  unfupporied  by  the  whites 
(as  Malefpinc  afferts,)  they  were,'  in  fa(5^,  led  and  commanded  by  them. 
After  the  toivn  of  St.  Pierre  was  taken,  we  never  heard  of  a  fingle  inha- 
bitant conceiving  himfclf  intitled  to  any  terms  whatever,  except  fuch  a^ 
the  Commanders  in  Chief  Ihould  in  their  difcretion  think  fit  to  "grant, 
much  lefs  that  the  inhabitants  in  general     relied,  with  the  mod  implicit 
confidence,  on  the  fecurity  of  their  perfons  and  property."    Even  the 
^ropofal  of  negociation  came  to  General  Dundah  alter  Colanel  Symes 
had  taken  poifeflion  of  St.  Pierre ;  and  this  accounts  for  Molerac  not  be-* 
tng  found  to  receive  General  Dundas's  anfwcr.    He  had,  no  doubt,  re- 
tired to  change  his  character  with  his  regimentals,  and  to  alTumc  that 
which  was  to  fupport  Mr,  Thclluflbn's  allegation,  of  a"  quiet  and  peace- 
able fubmiffion  to  the  authority  of  His  Majcfty." 

Wc  Qiall  be  ready,  whenever  called  upon,  to  fubftantiate,  upon  oath, 
the  fa^s  and  circum (lances  above  dated. 

Wc  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  the  mod  perfect  edeem  and  regard,  Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervanis, 

James  Chalmers,  Lieut.  Col. 
jAMtS  O'CaL  LAG  HAN,  "Major  Brig. 
Geo.  Stuart,  Capt.  33d,  L.  I.  M.  A. 
J.  BtjRNET,  Major  43d. 
R.  DoucLAsS}  Capt.  30th  Rcgt, 


London,  1  ft  June,  1795 
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After  having  read  this  Report,  Mr,  Grey  (fated,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived voluntary  offers  of  teftimonials  to  the  fame  purpofe,  from  al- 
moft  every  officer  who  had  ferved  under  tlie  Commanders.  Of 
thefe  he  ftiould  now  only  read  that  of  Colonel  Cradock,  of  which 


^efiimony  of  Colonel  CraJocky  thai  the  IJland  of  Martittico  and  the  Town 


County  of  the  City  of  Duhl'm,']  *'  Whereas  Colonel  John  Francis 
Cradock,  of  fiis  Majelly's  i27rli.regimcnt  of  foot,  voluntarily  came  be- 
fore me  this  day,  and  makeih  oath,  in  the  vindication  of  Sir  Charles. 
Grey  from  fhameful  calumnies  and  mifreprefcntation  in  a  publicatioa 
of  a  Mr.  Thelliiffon,  during  the  General's  command  in  the  Well  Indieif 
and  particularly  in  the  conquell  of  Martinico,  tu  the  follpwinfir  puiport : 

"  That,  in  the  conqueft  of  the  French  Weft-India  iflands,  ^^rtilUCO, 
St.  Lucia,  and  Guadaloiipc,  by  General  Sir  Charles  Grey,  hecommaxui' 
ed  the  ad  battalion  of  grenadiers.    That,  in  thepourfeof  the  o^ratioos 
in  Martinico,  his  battalion  made  pnrt  of  the  force  under  the  con^and  of  i 
Major  General  Dundas,  deftined  for  the  rcdudion  of  St.  Pierre,  That,  | 
in  the  middle  of  February,  i794»  this  part  of  the  army  proceeded,  under  j 
the  command  of  Major  General  Dundas,  to  attack  that  town.    Thar,  | 
during  the  march,  every  circumftancc  bore  the  appearance  of  boftility. 
That,  on  the  morning  prior  to  the  pofleffion  of  St.  Pierre,  Colood 
Campbell,  who  commanded  an  advanced  detachinent  of  our  force,  was 
attacked  by  a  lar^c  body  of  the  enemy,  and  killed.    That  General  Dun- 
das^ upon  receivmg  information  of  the  attiurk  upon  Colonel  Campbell, 
apprehenfivc  of  their  fupcrior  force,  moved  forward  the  iiiain  body  ta 
the  Colonel's  fupport,  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  perhaps  a  more  fe? ere 
and  painful  exertion  was  never  before  experienced  in  fuch  a  climate, 
many  finking  under  it.  '  , 

**  The  army  under  the  General  advanced  that  day  as  far  as.Momede 
Jeun,  within  three  miles  of  St.  Pierre,  and  halted  there,  large  bodies 
of  the  enemy  appearing  in  difiercnr  diredions. 

"  That  in  the  evening  thefc  feveral  parties  united,  augmented  by  a 
farther  force  from  St.  Pierre,  and  made  a  regular  attack  upon  our  arrayi 
aided  by  fomc  cannon,  which  they  brought  from  an  adjoining  battery. 
That  the  a^^ion  lafted  a  confiderablc  time,  and  many  fell  on  our  fide. 
At  length  the  enemy  retreated,  and  we  lay  upon  our  arms.  GcQcral 
Dandas  gave  him  dire^lions,  in  the  ni^ht,  to  attack  the  above-mentioned 
battery  with  a  party  from  his  battalion,  which  fervice  was  performed  by 
Captain  Tag  gar  t,  of  the  55th  grenadiers, 

**  That,  upon  the  death  of  Colonel  Campbell,  he  became  fecondin 
command  in  the  army  immediately  with  General  Dundas,  who  then  in- 
formed him  of  bis  intentions,  and  the  feveral  plans  of  attack  concerted 
among  the  different  Commanding  Olficers  who  were  to  alfail  the  town  in  j 
the  morning.  • 

•*  That  an  inceflant  cannonading  from  the  fliipplng  in  the  harbour 
was  kept  up  during  the  night;  and  we  marched  betare  break  of  day  \% 
poflcft  ourfflvea  of  t^te  town,  in  concert  with  th^  other  a^adu. 


the  following  is  a  copy. 
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*«  The  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre  having  fvifFcrcd  confiderably  by  the 
-fire  from  the  fhipping,  and  the  heights  which  commanded  the  town  be- 
ing carried  by  the  light  infantry,  deemed  a  farther  refi (lance  ine€e6tualy 
aod  yielded ;  and  many  of  them  retired  to  Fort  Bourbon  ;  and  the  feveral 
pans  of  His  MaicAy's  forces  took  poifeiiion  of  the  town,  without  capi- 
tulation or  condition,  as  he  underftood,  of  any  fort;  and  he  thinks  it 
^as  impoflible  that  a  tranfadion  of  that  nature  could  have  taken  place 
without  his  knowledge.  That  he  now  hears,  for  the  fird  time,  with 
the  griate^  furprife,  the  dOubt  entertained  by  any  perfon,  of  the  town 
of  St.  Pierre  being  taken  by  conqucft  from  a  vanquilhea  enemy  not 
able  to  refill  farther.  If  it  were  neceflary  to  fay  any  thing  more  to  the 
point,  he  might  add,  it  was  a  very  common  fubjed  of  almoft  difptlte 
between  the  navy  and  army^  which  fervice  contributed  moil  to  the  re- 
dudion  of  that  town. 

That  his  indignation  and  aflonifliment  at  the  other  part  of  the  pnb- 
llcacion  is  exceflive — "  that  the  town  was  allowed  to  be  plundered;'* 
*this  is  a  downiight  falfehood,  and  of  which  he  fpcak  upon  the 
clearefl  convi^ion. 

**  General  Dundas's  orders  to  (Be  troops  upon  this  point  arc  to  be 
(ecn  in  every  orderly  book,  which  enjoin  the  mod  facrcd  regard  to  pro- 
perty and  good  order,  in  confirmation  of  the  General's  fentiments  upon 
this  fubje6l.  Upon  a  violation  of  this  order  by  fome  foldierspf  the  55rh 
regiment,  an  inquiry  of  Field  Officers  was  held  upon  the  offenders,  and 
one,  XQ  the  face  of  the  whole  army,  was  hung  up^  and  another  taken 
dawn  from  the  gallows.  Except  the  above,  which  was  of  no  confc/^uence, 
he  docs  not  believe  there  was  a  fingle  inllance  of  plunder  committed  by 
the  ibldiery. 

**  From  this  occafion  he  takes  the  liberty  to  give  his  teftimony,  that 
Sir  Charles  Grey's  conduct,  throughout  his  coii'quells  in  the  Weft  lndie§, 
was  marked  t6  the  army  under  his  command  by  his  invariable  orders  to  ab- 
fiain  from  plunder,  and  his  attention  td'humanhy. 

J.  F.  CRADOCK. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  25th  day  of  May,  1795, 

*'  Wm.  Light Bi.RNE,  AlLcraian." 

Mr.'  Grey  them  remarked  on  the  fanflity  of  General  Dundas's 
-vord,  which  was  alone  a^fufficient  plfedgc  in  comparifon  with  the 
affidavit  of  fuch  a  contemptible  wretch  as  Malefpinc.  It  had  been 
faid  that  the  Courts  of  Law  were  full  of  complaints  againft  the  con- 
du<a  of  the  Commanders.  He  had  communicated  w  ith  the  Solicitor 
in  order  to  afcertain  the  fadl,  and  had  found,  whatever  might  be 
in  preparation,  that  no  claim  had  hitherto  been  exhibited,  but  that 
of  Mr.  Malefpinc.  Jis  to  what  had  been  faid  of  no  notary  public 
having  dared  to  draw  up  a  rcmonftranccs  while  the  Commanders 
remained  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  defied  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
to  produce  a  fingle  inftance  in  which  any  complaint  prefentcd  to 
thofe  Commanders  had  been  rejeiled.  Under  all  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  he  was  prepared  to  give  his  negative  to  the  motion. 
The  difavowarof  the  proclamations  could  not  be  contenijcd  to  be 

Vol.  XLl.  3R  Digitized  by  Google 


49d  PARLIAMENTARY  JL  1795, 

pfefol,  fi'nce  they  had  already  been  virtually  revofed:  and  whcp 
by  the  motion  claiming  ^at  difavowal,  it  was  intended  to  ivoond 
the  feelings  and  to'  injure  the  fame  of  Commanders  who  had  rai? 
dered  to  their  country  the  moft  eminent  ferviccs,  and  had  in  confe- 
quence  received  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe,  whatever  elfe  might  be 
thought  proper  to  be  done,  he  at  leaft  could  have  no  befitation  in 
giving  it  his  decided  negative. 

Mr.  MANNING  explained ;  he  declared  that  the  letters  he 
had  read  had  never  been  made  any  improper  ufe  of;  diey  had 
come  to  him  in  a  regular  way,  and  he  had  iakm  fuch  good  care  of 
them  lince,  that  he  ^as  much  furprifed  how  they  could  have  been 
argued  upon  ^s  they  had  been ;  he  never  fent  them  to  any  newC-  • 
paper. 

^   Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  that  In  every  view  of  Ac  qaeC> 
tion  before  the  Houfe,  in  which  he  could  argu^  upon  it,  he  nnft 
relift  the  motion  ;  taking  it  in  all  its  bearings,  it  appeared  to  him, 
a  very  improper  motion  to  be  entertained  by  the  Houfe,  He&lt 
himfelf  called  upon  to  make  fome  reply  on  two  grounds,  nanxfyi  \ 
to  defend  his  own  conduft,  in  refifting  the  importunities' and  appE-  \ 
cations  of  the  Weft- India  merchants  to  him,  in  his  official  capacity, 
and  to  keep  the  debate  as  much  as  poflible  to  the  queftion  immcdi-  ' 
ately  before  the  Houfe — the  confideration  of  the  papers  on  the  table, 
upon  which  the  motion  was  grounded.    On  the  firft  point  he  had 
cxpreflcd  his  fcntimems  fo  fully  in  the  Ictte?"  which  he  w^rotc  to  tj^e  ' 
Tcfpedable  body  of  merchants  and  idanters  who  applied  to  him,  that 
from  the  moft  minute  inveftigation,  and  upon  the  moft  mature  de- 
liberation fince,  he  was  pcrfedly  convinced  that  it  was  not  poffibfc  ' 
for  him  to  have  done  his  duty,  had  he  given  any  other  anfwcr*, 

*  To  Lord  Penr^yfti  dated  H^rfe-Onards,  May  %th^  1 79 j. 

**  MY  LORD, 

**  1  have  received  ycnr  Lordfliip's  note,  accompanying  fhc  Memori^ 
of  the  Wcft-India  planters  and  merchants,  praying  for  a  ftrong  militarf 
force,  both  by  Tea  and  l.ind,  for  the  general  prore^tion  of  the  BririiK  ] 
Weil-India  iflands,  nnd  a  feparate  garrifon  to  be  {Rationed  in  each  iiland; 
alfo  for  a  public  difavowal  of  the  proclamations  iiTued  by  Sir  Charlcf 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jt-rvis. 

♦*  I  feel  much  fatisfa(flion  in  recolle£ting,  that  at  no  period,  fince tk 
commencement  of  the  war,  has  there  been  a  deficiency  of  exertions  ia 
furnifliing  the  Weft-Iqdia  poflciTions  with  fuch  a  fupp'v  of  both  naval  ttd 
military  defence  a$  the  national  force  of  the  pountry  would  admit  of;  and 
if  at  any  time  thefe  exertions  have  not,  in  all  refpei^h,  had  their  complete 
cflPc£^8,  it  has  arifcn  from  circumftances  in  which  it  is  impofBble  to  im- 
pute any  blame  to  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs.  Thefe  exertions  will  be 
iin remitted  ;  but  you  arc  aware  that  in  fending  reinforcements  to  the 
Veft  Indies,  the  fcafonof  the  year  mull     ncccffit^  l>c  ^^^|^|^ 
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Having  read  a  part  of  his  letter,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
£dd  ir  was  his  intention,  upon  a  variety  of  grounds,  to  dppok  the 
pcopofition  brought  forward,  by  moving  another  in  its  ftead.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  brought  it  forward  had  very  fairly  iirft 
moved  for  an  inquiry^  On  a  motion  of  that  iort,  it  was  fair  foif 
every  man  to  argue  upon  aifertion  and  fuppofed  fads.  ^  But  now 
they  had  abandoned  that  mode,  and  come  forward  with  a  propofi* 
tion  for  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  deciiion  grounded  upon  the  paper 
now  before  them.  He  meant  no  difrefpedt  to  either  the  mover  or 
the  feconder  of  the  motion ;  but  thqr  certainly  had  not  kept  to  the 
queffion ;  and  thofe  letters  which  had  been  read,  apparently  written 
from  motives  of  animoiity  and  malice,  he  confidered  as  perfe<511y 
extraneous.  Much  of  what  had'  been  faid  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  his  reply,  (Mr»  Grey)  he  likewife  confidered  to  be 
tot  dire£tiy  to  the  quedion.  But  that  gentleman  was  placed,  in  a 
fituatioh  tcMtally  different  firom  the  other  two..    If  he  had  gone  &r- 

bermit  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  fuggeding  to  the  confid^ration  of  the 
Weil-India  planters  and  merchants,  how  far  fuch  frequent  public  difcuf- 
£ons  on  their  own  fuppofed  weukn6fs  is  not  calculated  to  increafe,  rathei^ 
than  diminiih  their  danger. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  prefent  warfare  is,  in  almoft  every  refpe^t, 
diferent  from  any  that  ever  exiiled ;  and  that  there  is  too  much  reafod 
to  apprehend,  that  the  objedt  of  the  ^nemy  with  whom  we  are  engaged 
18  rather  a  plan  of  favage  deyaflation,  than  of  concjuefl  beneficial  to  them^ 
feives :  but  I  cannot  admit  that  fuch  a  plan  onginated  in  any  of  the 
tFaDia£^ipns  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis:  it  being  an  ahfo-^ 
lute  certainty  that  the  fyftcm  is  the  natural  coufequcnce  of  the  principles 
on  which  the  prefent  Government  in  France  is  founded,  and  exifted  long 
before  cither  Sir  Charles  Grey  or  Sir  John  Jervis  were  cmploytd  in  the 
Weftlndics* 

**  With  regard  to  the  proclamatiotk  to  which  you  refer,  I  think  it  un- 
neccffary  for  njc  to  add  any  thing  to  what  is  dated  in  the  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  It  is  notorious  that  thefe  proclamations  were  aban-* 
tioaed  or  annulled  almod  as  foon  as  they  were  ilTued ;  and  it  muft  be  mere 
pretext  if  fuch  ufe  is  made  of  them  as  you  feem  to  apprehend,  I  object 
therefore  to  the  propoficion  of  the  Wed-India  planters  and  merchants,  be« 
caufe  they  call  upon  His  Majefly's  Miniilers  to  (iflablifh  a  general  rule 
iSn  a  fubje6t  whicb»  in  the  various  ufage  of  war^  does  not  admit  of  a  fpe* 
cial  definition ;  and,  if  (he  matter  occurs  to  you  in  the  li^ht  it  does  to 
mc,  I  am  furc  you  cannot  be  difpofed  to  continue  a  difcufljon  which  cam 
have  no  other  tendency  |^an  to  injure  the  feelings  of  meritorious  officers, 
to  whofe  great  exertions  their  country  is  much  indebted,  and  irt  particular 
that  part  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  which  the  Wefl-India  planters  and 
mercbantg  are  fo  deeply  interciled*  ^ 


"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

HEva:^  PUVI>At# 


To  the  Right  Hon.  Lori 

Pk-tiRHYUf  &C.  &C. 
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ther  than  the  prccifc  order  of  debate  "admitted,  which  he  did  not 
mean  to  fay  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done,  he  would  have 
been  amply  and  completely  juftified  in  bringing  forward  every  to- 
pic,  and  commenting  on  every  circumftance  that  could  tend  to* 
bring  before  the  Houfe  and  die  country  the  fair  ftatcmcnt  of  all  the 
tranfaflions  that  had  taken  place.    And  it  was  becommg  of  him  fo 
to  do  from  every  confideration  of  public  and  private  duty,  as  TweB 
as  from  thofe  feelings  that  muft  arife  from  the  honour  and  chara6ter 
of  one  that  was  mod  dear  to  him;,   ©n  the  difcuffioh  of  a  fubjcd, 
fo  interefting  to  the  honourable  gentleman  as  the  Houfe  muft  feci  it 
to  be,  he  ^'as  fully  warranted  in  taking  it  up  as  he  had  don?,  and 
entering  into  every  part  of  the  qucftibn  with  a  fenfibility  that  ftc 
Houfe  would  be  difpofed  to  approve.    While  he  faid  this  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  fituation,  he  could  not  allow  that  liberty  tXh 
others :  they  had  grounded  all  their  oorhplaints  and  fears  upon  the 
papers?  before  the  Houfe,  while  they  could  not,  nor  had  they  even 
attempted  to  prove  any  thing  arifing  from,  the  proclamation  iffucd- 
by  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies,  gave  juft  foundation  for 
the  fears  and  alarms  they  had  fo  induftrioufly  circulated.    Did  what 
had  taken  place  at  St.  Vincent's  proceed  from  thofe  proclamations;, 
or,  was  it  not  from  the  infiirrcv^^ion  of  the  Caribs,  aided  by  Jaco- 
bins and  their  principles,  that  dcyaftation  and  bloodftied  had  follow- 
ed in  that  ifland  ?  The  fame  might  be  faid  of  Grenada  ;  and  no 
pofTiblc  cafe  could  be  made  out,  which  would  prove  that  the  procla- 
mations  in  any  manner  occafioned  the  misfortunes  which  thofe  iflands 
had  lately  fuffcrcd.    Another 'thing  might  be  foid  with  regard  to 
thofe  proclamations,  which  was,  that,  having  becii^  notorioufly 
annulled  and  abandoned  before  any  proceedings  had  been  made  upon 
them,  it  was  imi/ofTiblc  that  an^*  adlual  grievance  could  be  complained 
of,  with  jufticc,  Oil  th'At  account,  no  property  of  any  dcfcription 
whatever  having  bceii  taken  from  the  inliabitants  in  confequcncc  of 
the  proclamation.    He  was  quite  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  was  the  ob* 
jcdl  of  the  Addrefs  moved  for,  or  what  the  honourable  gendeman 
meant  that  His  Majefty  s  Minifters  fliould  advife  the  King  to  do.. 
Did  they  really  wifli  a  prtxrlamation  to  betJifavowcd  which  had 
beeix  notorioufly  annulled  and  abandoned  more  than  twelve  mondis 
ago,  and  which  was  never  adcd  upon  ?  or  fid  they  y  i(h  even  be- 
fore inftr,u6tions  from  this  country  could  have  reached  them,  that 
the  King  fliould  difavow  die  procecxiingsof  his  Commanders,  merely 
becaufe  they  had  been,  from  the  circumftances  of  the  time,  necrf- 
iliry,   and  had  not  fince  produced  even  inconvenience,  fer  left 
grievance  or  diftrefe  ?    He  had  faid  thus  much,  becaufe  if  Acre  cx- 
jftcd  any  fears  or  alarms,  refpec^ing  the  ^^^cfits  of  ^^^gig|l^fM- 
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AmSf  it  itiuft  flbw  be  obvious  to  the  Hoafe  and  to  the  country^ 
that  they  were  the  moft  idle  and  ungrounded  that  could  be  dated, 
and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced.  The  next  point  upon  which  he- 
would  detain  the  Houfe,  wa§  the  general  principle,  as  far  as  it  was 
connedtcd  wiOi  the  law  of  nations,  upon  which  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
niftcTS  and  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  aflcd.  Op» 
diis  would  only  fay,  that  he  had  aded  in  concert  with  his  col- 
leagues, and  never  without  having  what  thty  confidcred  to  be  the 
bcft  and  founded  legal  advice,  that  they  could  obtain,  or  the  coun- 
try could  afford  them.  Were  it  not  that  the  pcrfon  was  prcfent,  to 
whom  they  owed  fo  much  on  that  fubjcd,  he  would  have  faid  more, 
btit  it  was  better  that  the  Houfe  flhould  have  it  at  firft  hand,  and  he 
trafted  that  if  he  had  faid  nothing  inconfiftcnt  with  the  opinion  of 
that  authority,  he  might  expcdl  the  right  honourabte  gentleman  to 
fecond  the  tnotion.  The  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide 
had  wiflied  to  avoid  going  into  any  detail  of  particulars,  and  woulcf 
kave  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  a  general  propofition,  without  liaving  any 
fiwSIs  before  them  upon  which  it  could  be  eftabliftied. 

With  regard  to  the  fums  dated  as  prize-money  or  booty,  gentle- 
men ought  to  recolledl:  that  the  King  had  not  yet  decided  how  it 
was  to  be  difpofed  of,  of  courfe  nobddy  concerned  in  that  expedr- 
tton  could  be  faid  to  have  recei\xd  it ;  with  regard  to  the  eafinefs  of 
the  conqueft,  he  differed  widely  from  thofc  who  fcemed  to  undcr-i. 
rate  the  fcrvlces  performed,  and  he  contended,  that  the  degree  of 
refidancc  which  the  Britifh  forces  met  with>  fully  judifiedand  war- 
ranted every  proceeding  that  had  taken  p^ace.  Thofe  who  faid 
otherwifc,  or  {\ydke  lightly  of  the  gallantry  and  harddiips  of  that 
expedition,  mud  prove  that  the  Gazettes  which  he  had  officially  re- 
ceived and  publiihed  were  forgeries.  ^  As  to  the  time  employed  m 
the  conqucd  of  thofc  iflands,  however  wrongly  honourable  gentle- 
men had  dated  their  opinions  on  that  point,  it  mattered  very  little 
in  effcd^,- whether  they  were  taken  by  along  fiege,  or  by  fuddca 
dorm.  Perhaps  it  might  not  be  quite  orderly  in  him  to  date  3 
plain  but  honed  opinion,  which  he  had  received  in  private  corre- 
ipondence  with  a  friend  who  witneffed  all  the  glorious  tran(a6ti»ng 
of  the  able  Commanders  fo  often  alluded  to,  that  a  friend  had  writ- 
ten to  him  in  thefe  vMvds — "  It  was  right  to  fend  out  none  of  your 
old  women  as  Generals  upon  this  expedition,  w^ho  would  have^ 
thought  it  neceflary  to  make  their  attack  by  regular  approaches.  If 
you  had,  you  would  have  got  into  a  damned  Ibrape,  let  me  tell  yovt 
that."  He  would  only  add,  with  regard  to  time,  that  the  old  pro- 
verb might,  in  fomc  degree,  'apply  to  the  rapidity  of  fuccefs  which 
followed  the  Britifli  arms  in  the  Wed  Indies—"  J^lHyKSiS'?^!^' 
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well  donei'^  He  did  not  fay  that  this  iipplied  to  all  circumflaneesi 
but  he  thought  it  did  to  the  cafe  he  had  ihted.  The  right  honour-^ 
able  Secretary  ooncluded  by  faying,  that  he  felt  it  has  duty  not  merely 
to  give  his  negative  to  the  prc^lition  nnoved,  nor  to  get  rid  of  it 
by  the  order  of  the  day*  Tlie  duty  incumbent  on  him  was,  to  re- 
peat the  expreffions  of  the  gratitude  that  the  countty  owed  to  diofe 
gallant  and  meritorious  men,  who  had  done  fuch  brilliant  fervices 
as  had  merited  and  received  the  unanimous^ thanks  which  that  Houfe 
had  already  come  to.  His  intention,  therefore,  was^  to  move  tbs 
following  refolutions : 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Frendti  iflands,  not  having  avail- 
ed themfel  ves  of  the  proclamation  of  the  i  ft  of  January,  r  794,  d» 
faid  proclamation  cannot  be  confidered  as  having  formed  a  genenl 
rule  for  the  condudl  of  the  Commanders  of  His  Majefty's  fbicc^ 
by  fca  and  land^  refpedting  the  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
iflands." 

^*  That  the  proclamations  of  the  loth  and  21ft  of  May,  I794j 
not  having  been  carried  into  efie£t,  it  is  unnecciTary  for  diis  Houfe 
to  give  any  opinion  thereupon." 

"  That  this  Houfe  retains  the  cordial  fenfe  which  tli^  have  al- 
ready exprcffed,  in  their  vote  of  the  2oth  of  May,  17^4,  of  thi 
diftinguiflied  merit  and  fervices  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jervis  in  the  conqueft  of  the  French  iflands." 

Having  now  ftitcd  the  propofitions  he  meant  to  bring  forward, 
and  his  reafon^  for  fo  doing,  he  muft,  in  order  to  get  rid  <tf  tlic 
motion,  firft  move  the  previous  queftioni 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTl'  faid,  he  objeaed  to  the  original  mo- 
tion for  many  reafons ;  firft,  bccaufe  the  Houfe  was  called  on  by  it 
to  decide  on  the  general  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  be 
could  not  help  tliinking,  that  tor  the  Houfe  to  decide  on  abfttaA 
laws  of  nations,  was  unwifc.  2dly,  Becaufe  itwasconaingtocen* 
fure  the  procfamation,  on  an  irrelevant  detail  of  aflcrtlons,  without 
the  aid  of  any  real  evidence.  And  3dly,  Bccaufe  the  qocftions 
both  of  law  and  faS  were  now  depending  in  a  competent  Court  of 
Law.  The  Law  of  Nations,  he  faid,  had  provifions  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  war  or  felf-dcfcnce.  The  rights  of  war  were  of  a  de- 
licate nature,  depended  on  particular  circumiances,  and  muft  bend 
to  thofe  circumftanccs,  and  be  direded  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Government.  General  principles  were  laid  down  in  a  Ibong 
manner  by  writers ;  but  it  was  on  Government  we  were  to  itly 
for  a  prudent  application  of  (hem.  The  rights  of  war  were  harih, 
but  yet  were  rights  that  exifted  ;  happy  would  it  be  if  the  IhteV 
humanity,  in  tliat  refpedt,  was  altered,  and  war  exifted  no  ]pnger» 
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but  diis  was  a  point  more  defirable  than  attainable ;  for  war  muft  be 
canried  on,  and  being  fo,  muft  proceed  according  to  its  nature.  It 
was  not  poflible  to  make  an  innoxious  or  a  peaceable  war.  The 
very  intent  of  war  being  to  compel  people,  by  a  fenfe  of  fufiering^ 
to  do  what  otherwife  they  would  not  do.    To  fay.  that  war  could 
cxift  without  fuffering,  was  to  refer  to  fomething  of  a  different  na- 
ture.   The  general  principle  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  was  to  make 
the  private  property  of  the  individuals,  fubjedls  of  the  hofKle  coun- 
tries, fubjed  to  the  rights  of  war,  and  its  effedt  was  to  make  eveiy 
man  that  was  the  fubjeS  of  one  State  in  hoftility,  the  enemy  of  every 
fubje£t  of  the  other.  .  The  property  of  every  individual  in  the  State 
oompofed  the  property  of  the  State  itfelf,  and  was  fubjed  to  the  ^ 
r^hts  of  war.    This,  he  faid,  was  the  Law  of  Nations  as  it  ex- 
ifted  ;  forry  ihould  he  be  if  it  was  to  be  enforced  vigoroufly  ;  but  if 
the  Houfe  were  to  come  to  a  decifion  on  the  point,  they  muft  ne- 
cefiarily  come  to  one  as  har(h  as  that.    For  the  enforcing  and  dif- 
penfing  of  thofe  laws,  this  country  had  proper  Courts ;  firft,  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  and  next,  the  Court  of  Appeals.    The  dcd- 
iion  of  thofe  Courts  was  as  binding  as  thofe  of  any  Court  of  Law ; 
indeed  more  lb,  for  the  Legiflature  had  an  unlimited  power  over  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  country,  while  its  authority  over  the  Law 
of  Nations  was  not  of  fuch  extent.    In  the  cafe  of  St.  Euftatius, 
Ae  fame  principles  as  thofe  broached  this  night  were  laid  down  in 
that  Houfe  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  talents ;  but  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  Appeals,  attended  by  Lord 
Camden  and  other  refpedable  Judges>  determined  that  the  univerfal 
principle  was,  that  the  private  property  of  individuals  was  fubje£l  to 
confiTcation.    To  punifh  error  or  inadvertency  in  the  application  of 
die  general  principles  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  on  the  part  of  Com- 
manders, would  be  to  fubjeft  them  to  a  rclponfibility  too  rigorous 
for  any  officer  to  incur.    In  tlie  proclamations  there  might  be  ex- 
preffions  which*  on  mature  confideration,  and  better '  advice  than 
could  be  expeded  In  aSual  fervicc,  it  would  be  defirable  to  corrcft  ; 
but  this  was  not  the  criterion  by  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  judge. 
They  would  judge  by  the  intention  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
proclamations  had  been  a6lcd  upon.    The  affidavits  would  not  bC/ 
held  fufficient  evidence  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  for  a  decifion  in 
any  fingle  cafe  ;  much  lefs  could  he  confider  them  as  evidence  for 
the  Houfe  to  found  a  vote  upon.    All  the  queftions  both  of  law  and 
h&  were  now  at  iffue  in  the  proper  Courts,  whofc  decifion,  where 
there  appeared  no  public  ground  for  the  intcrpofition  of  the  Houfe, 
was  to  be  preferred.    For  thcfc  rcafons,  he '  ftiould  vote  for  the 
previous  queftion,  concurring,  as  he  did,  moft  heartily  in  dtot 
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pofition  for  referring  to  the  teftimony  already  given  by  the  Houfc 
<o  the  merits  and  fervices  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis. 

Mn  C-  DUNDAS,  as  the  ftropgeft  proof  of  the  integrity  of  Sir  , 
Charles  Grey,  read  extra6ls  of  feveral  letters  from  Sir  Charles  to 
General  Dundas,  on  the  conduit  to  be  purfucd  in  the  conqucrd 
iflands.  In  one  he  faid,  "  With  refpeS  to  booty,  I  wifli  there 
/was  no  fuch  thing  ;  I  am  heartily  fick  of  it.  Wc  muft  taike  care 
4hat  nothing  be  done  to  tamifli  the  jgloiy  of  the  brilliant  anions  per- 
fonned  by  you  and  the  brave  troops*"  In  another,  regretting  the 
fame  difficulties,  That  contributions,  in  lien  of  booty,  had  been 
fettled  v?ith  ;the  confcnt  of  the  fcvjcral  iflands."  And  in  a  third, 
That  the  advifers  of  violent  meafures  ought  to  be  liftened  to  with 
^reat  caution  ;  that  as  moft  of  their  information  came  from  French- 
men who  had  been  emigrants,  it  was  to  be  received  with  fome  dt- 
£ree  of ''diftruft  ;  and  that  fuch  of  them  as  were  difpoied  to  violence^ 
Should  be  permitted  to  quit  the  iflands." 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  remarked  that  the  proclamationi 
contained  principles  diiedlly  in  the  teeth  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  u 
•cftablilhed  by  ci  vilia'iis.  "  Do  as  you  would  be  done  by,"  .  was,  in 
<hefe  enlightened  and  civlliied  times,  applicable  to  a  ftatc  of  war. 
The  exercife  of  the  right  of  conqueft  was  limited  by  State  ufe.-^ 
^ando  hoflls  in  mea  poteftate  efty  hoftis  effi  definite  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  Houfe  to  take  from  an  cxtenfion  of  the  right  of  conqueft,  the 
weight  of  Briti(h  authority.  An  army  ought  never  to  levy  money 
for  itfelf.  The  force  of  the  proclamktions,  although  not  afled  up- 
on, was  not  dcinc  away  by  the  letters  from  the  Secretaries  of  State. 
If  thofe  letters  were  to  be  inferted  by  order  in  the  Gazettes  of  the 
feveral  iflands,  he  fliould  be  fatisfied.  He  concurred  moft  hcartflf 
in  recording  the  former  teftimony  of  the  Houfc  to  the  merits  of  Sir 
Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrcis,  of  which  none  had  a  hightf 
jenfe  than  he  ;  but  .  if  it  was  to  be  Isid  down  that  reftftance  of  in- 
vafion  was  to  incur  the  penalty  of  contributions  and  confifcarion, 
what  planter  who  had  a  family  to  take  care  of  would  take  up  arms 
to  oppofe  the  enemy  ? 

Mr.  EAST  faid,  he  had  never  heard  but  one  charav^ter  of  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  and  he  was  far  from  meaning  any  imputation  J»g»Rft 
him  or  Sir  John  Jervis,  But  if  they  had  been  led  into  an  error  by 
mifinformation,  tlie  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  correct  that  error  in 
a  ftronger  way  than  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  propofcd. 
He  was  therefore  againft  the  previous  queftion. 

Colonel  WOOD  aHdrcfl*ed  the  Speaker  as  follows  : — It  is  fcl- 
'dom,  Sir,  that  I  tr<^ublq  the  Houfe,  or  intrude  mvfelf  upon  your 
attention  \  but,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  when  the  cbaradttrs  of  two 
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Qfliccrs  are  fo  deeply  implicated,  of  two  gcntlemeni  who,  from 
their  meritorious  and  important  fervices,  have  every  claim  on  the 
gratitude  and  on  the  protedlion  of  their  country,  I  ihould  not  fed' 
that  I  had  properly  difch^rged  my  duty,  by  merely  negativing  the 

^propofidon  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  withgut  at  the  (ame  time 
ftating  to  the  Houfc  my  own  opinion  upon  the  fubjcdl  of  the  com- 
plaints which  have  been  fo  induftrioufly  fabricated  by  the  French 
Weft- India  planters,  and  which,  were  we  to  attend  to,  fo  far  fixxn 
anfwcring  any  purpofe  of  jufticc,  would  be  the  moft  impolitic,  as 
well  as  unjuft,  perfecution  of  thofe  two  Officers,  of  which  this 
Houfc  cbuld  be  guilty. 

Let  gentlemen  for  a  'moment  confider  the  nature  of  the  papers 
which  have  been  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  evidence  re- 
fulting  from  diem,  on  which  we  are  called  to  addrefs  His  Majcfty 
to  make  a  declaration,  the  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  condemn 
the  conduct  of  two  Officers,  for  fervices  for  which  they  have  al- 
ready received  the  moft  flattering  acknowledgements  of  the  Houfe, 
and  which,  fo  far  from  being  likely  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  which 
the  Weft-India  planters  contend  for,  would,  on  ,the  contrary,  be 
holding  out  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  iflands,  that  confifca- 
tions  of  private  property  had  taken  place,  the  contrary  of  which  wc 
know  to  be  the  faft. 

The  papers  upon  our  table  confift  of  a  variety  of  proclamations, 
which  were  iffued  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  as  well 
IS  by  various  fubordinate  Officers,  inviting  the  peaceable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  French  iflands  to  place  themfelves  under  their  protec- 
tion,  and  to  accept  of  terms,  from  which  othcrwife,  by  the  laws  of 

.  war,  they  would  be  precluded.  A  Mr.  Malefpine,  one  of  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Pierre,  in  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  has  made  an 
affidavit,  which  ftates  that  he,  as  well  as  many  others,  on  the 
ifland  of  Martinique,  had  been  deprived  of  their  property ;  and 
urging,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  been  one  of  thofe  peaceable^ 
good-intefttioned  Frenchmen,  who  wiflied  well  t9  our  arms,  and 
had  every  inclination  to  have  accepted  of  the  terms  held  out  by  the 
Commanders  in.  their  proclamation,  but  had  been  overawed  by  the 
mulattocs  and  negroes.  Even  allowing  Mr.  Malefpine's  evidence 
to  be  every  word  trudi,  and  which,  confideringthe  evidence  which 
oppofed  it,  would  certainly  be  allowing  him  n>uch  more  than  what 
he  is  entitled  to,  yet  what  does  it  amount  to  ? — Not  that  he  had 
adually  cpndudted  himfelf  in  fuch  manner,  as  could  by  any  poffible 
conftru<Sion  give  him  any  claim  to  the  terms  offered  ;  but  only  tliat 
he  would  have  done  fo,  but  had  been  prevented.  I  much  fear  that 
a  negative  fort  of  condudl  of  this  fort,  unlefe  fu^iGi|g:ta@tjiQJw|^ 
VoL.XLI.        .  3S  ^     Y  ^ 
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better  than  what  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Malcfpinc,  would  not  on 
any  account  have  entitled  him  to  an  exemption  from  any  general 
contribution,  or  comproinifc  made  >vith  the  conquerors,  for  not  ex- 
afting  thofe  rights  which  the  lav*^  of  war  give  them.  To  contro- 
vert Mr.  Malefpine's  affidavit,  not  only  fo  far  as  regards  himielf, 
but  as  to  the  general  condu<£^  of  the  people  of  Martinique,  we 
have  not  only  the  affidavit  of  General  Myers,  but  the  declaration 
of  many  other  refpeflable  Officers,  which  j^rove  to  us,  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  every  inch  of  ground  of  the  ifland  of  Martbiique  ha4 
been,  contefted  by  the  planters  and  inhr>itanfs ;  that  fo  far  from 
having  afforded  in  any  one  rcfpe6t  affiftance  to  our  troops,  they  had 
perfevered  in  the  moftobftinate  afts  of  hoftilit)' ;  and  that  althou^ 
they  had  frequent  invitations  to  furrender  upon  terms,  yet  they  ne- 
ver (hewed  the  fmalleft  inclination  to  do  fo.  That  the  mulattocs 
and  negroes^  fo  far  from  having  overawed  the  w^hites,  were  the 
only  people  who  (hewed  the  fmalleft  difpofition  to  be  friendly  :  and 
that  the  white  Inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre  had  diftinguilhed  thcmfelves 
by  their  adive  and  obftinate  oppofition. 

Were  any  farther  proofs  relative  to  their  difpoHtlon  and  rcf ubli- 
can  principles  ncceffary,  let  us  remember,  (Jiat  we  have  it  in  evi- 
dence before  us,  that  every  Royalift,  or  perfon  in  any  degree  at- 
tached to  the  Englifti,  had  lor^  ago  either  been  compelled  to  fly  the 
ifland,  and  have  iheir  eftates  confifcated,  or  elfe  had  been  cruelly 
butchered  by  thefe  horrible  mifcreants  and  cannibals.  Gentlemen 
may  therefore  form  a  pretty  tolerable  judgement  of  Mr.  Malcfpinc 
and  his  principles,  from  the  ftate  of  opulence  in  which  he  was,  un- 
der a  rigid  fans-culottes  Government,  and  that  he  is  ready  at  prc- 
fcnt  to  become  a  good  Englifli  fubjed,  if  he  can  only  wrcft  from  our 
foldiers  and  failors  what  they  have  fo  dearly  earned. 

Whether  a  town  be  inclofed  by  a  rampart  and  ditch,  or  de- 
fended by  batteries,  and  by  ravines  and  commandinc:  grounds,  the 
diftindion,  in  my  contemplation,  fo  far  as  regarils  the  laws  of 
WAT,  and  the  rights  of  tlie  conqueror,  is  not  material.  In  regard  , 
to  the  good  or  bad  policy  of  cxercifing  thofe  rights,  is  another  qucf- 
tion,  regarding  which,  no  doubt,  gentlemen  will  differ ;  and  on 
the  prcfent  occafion  it  would  appear,  tliat  Government  had  dificred 
a  little  from  the  two  Commanders  in  Chief,  but  ftill  the  right  re- 
mained the  fame,  and  cannot  be  difputed.  On  this  account,  it 
would  be  hard,  mdeed,  were  Officers  to  be  liable  to  cenfurc.  For 
my  own  part,  fo  far  from  thinking  that  any  part  of  our  late  dif- 
aftets  in  tlie  Weft  Indies  is  imputable  to  having  treated  the  planter^ 
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mane  meafures,  we  had  governed  them  by  rigid  fans-culottes  dif- 
ciplinc ;  removing  from  thofe  iflands  thofe  freebooters  and  vagabond* 
Snrho  arc  the  bane  of  every  regular  Government,  and  until  peace  was 
re-cftablifhedy  kept  up  feveire  military  law;  I  fay,  that  had  we 
adopted  this  line  of  conduft,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  (hould  not 
only  have  retained  Guadaloupc,  but  have  prevented  other  difafters. 
Let  gentlemen  for  a  moment  turn  their  eyes  to  the  late  horrid  fccnes 
at  Sr.  Vincent  s  and  at  Grenada,  the  principal  infiigators  and  adors 
in  which,  are  thofe  very  French  planters,  who  have  been  cherifticd 
and  careffed  by  our  Government,  We  may  all  reft  aiTured,  that 
however  much  thcfe  diabolical  people  may  pretend  attachment  to 
this  country,  they  all  of  them,  from  the  very  bottom  of  their  fuuls, 
envy  and  deteft  us ;  and  at  the  very  time  when  they  embrace  and 
prefs  us  to  their  arms,  would  give  us  a  mortal  l^ab. 

If  any  French  planter,  living  under  tRT'Britifh  GovernnKnt, 
have  real  grievances  to  complain  of,  the  Courts  of  Law  in  this 
country  arc  open  to  them  for  redrcfs,  in  the  fame  manner  againft  the 
man  of  higheft  rank,  as  agnlnft  the  mcaneft  fubjed.  The  difcon- 
tents,  however,  of  thfc  French  are  not  to  be  n.jnd,  originating  from 
any  real  grievance,  but  from  that  ref^lefs,  diabolical,  ian2;uinary 
difpofition,  which  of  late  years  feems  to  have  pervaded  all  ranks  of 
men,  and  to  have  totally  changed  the  national  chiraSer. 

For  the  reafons  which  I  have  alr.^ad/  ftated,  I  fliould  have  pre- 
ferred to  have  giyen  a  decided  negative  to  the  propofition  of  the  ho^ 
nourable  gentleman,  but  as  the  hour  is  late,  and  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  has  moved  the  previous  queftion,  I  do  not  wi(h 
longer  to  detain  the  Houfe  upon  the  fubjedl,  efpccially  as  fo  far 
from  feeing  any  part  of  the  conduG  of  thofe  two  gallant  and  meri- 
torious Officers  as  deferving  of  cenfure,  I  will  join  moft  cordially 
in  expreffing  that  I  ftill  continue  to  entertain  the  Came  fenfeof  the 
importance  of  their  fcrvices,  which  was  fo  handforacly  acknowledged 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upwards  of  twelve  months  ago. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  complimented  the  right  honourable  gentlen: an 
(Mr.  Secretary  Dundas)  upon  the  fair  and  manly  manner  in  which 
he  had  come  forward  in  defence  of  gallant  officers,  whom  it  was 
Ac  duty  of  Minifters  who  employed  them  to  protedl.  He  rejoiced 
that  the  difcuffion  had  taken  place.  Every  naval,  cvety  military 
man,  the  country  at  large,  would  rejoice  to  hear,  what  the  difcuffion 
had  fully  (hewn,  that  there  was  not  a  (hadow  of  foundation  for  the 
afpeilions  that  had  been  fo  long  circulated  againft  the  characters  of 
Sir  Charles  Grey  an<J  Sir  John  Jervis.  He  meant  not  to  fay  that 
Mr.  Thelluffon  bad  been  intentionally  wrong,  but  it  was  evident 
that  he  had  been  grofsly  impofed  upon.    The  proclamation  of  J^l^^ 
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nuary,  1 794->  had  been  ai^cd  upon  as  if  the  Inhabitants  of  Mar- : 
tinico  had  entitled  thcmfelves  to  the  benefit  of  it,  althou^  it  war 
j)erfc<aiy  well  known  that  they  had  not.  The  confifcations  had 
been  talked  of  as  if  they  had  amounted  to  the  fee  (imple  of  the 
whole  property  of  the  iflands.  If  gentlemen  would  take  the  trou- 
ble of  looking  at  the  whole  fum  to  be  divided  among  the  navy  and 
army,  they  would  regret  the  fmallnefs  of  tt  as  compared  with  fuch 
dirtinguiftied  fc|rvice.  It  amounted  to  about  183,0001.— a  Cap-  1 
tain's  (hare  to  200L  and  much  it  was  to  be  lamented  that  not  more 
than  a  fourth  or  a  third  of  them  were  now  alive  to  receive  that  pit- 
tance. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  ftid,  the  amount  of  the  aflual 
fales  was  about  183,0001.;  but  the  contributions  went  toraifea 
fum  of  i,ioo,oool.  currency,  or  700,000!.  fterling.  Hewould 
coiifolc  himfelf  for  the  lofs  of  the  original  motion,  by  the  general 
admiflion,  that  tl^  proclamations  contained  things  very  objeflion- 
able.  Even  what  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  propofed, 
went  the  length  of  admitting  this  ;  and  the  intention  of  the  origiral 
motion  was,  to  obtain  fuch  a  difclaimer.  He  admitted  the  merits 
of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis ;  but  let  gentlemen,  if  they 
pleafed,  erefl  a  monument  to  their  merits,  provided  the  Houfedid 
not  vote  away  the  honour  of  the  countiy. 

.Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  (bould  not  detain  the  Houfe  upon  a  fubjc^lfe 
fully  and  fo  ably  drfcuffed.  He  would  have  preferred  meetii^  the 
original  motion  with  a  dire&  negative  ;  but  as  the  previous  qucftion 
had  been  moved,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  objected  t^  the  oripnal 
motion,  becaufe,  to  condemn  a  proclamation,  without  fpecifjing 
tlic  precife  principles  condemned,  was  to  lead  others  into  error,  as 
one  might  think  it  was  condemned  upon  one  principle,  and  anodicr 
upon  a  principle  very  <KfFerent.  But  what  he  objedled  to  ftill  more, 
notwithftanding  his  rcfpcft  for  the  mover,  was  the  manner  in  which 
the  motion  had  been  introduced.  To  move  a  vote  of  difapprobation 
on  the  pnxrlamation,  and  to  enter  into  various  allegations  of 
not  to  be  found  in  the  papers  before  the  Houfe,  without  allowing, 
'  by  a  Motion  of  Inquiry,  a  fair  opportunity  of  repelling  thofc  alle- 
gations, '  mud  be  conftrued  into  a  diredt  attack  upon  the  chara^cn 
of  moft  meritorious  officers,  and  an  approbation  of  the  calumnies 
circulated  againft  them ;  calumnies  which  no  man  believed  could 
ftand  the  teft  of  inquiry.  The  capture  of  Martinico  was  one  of 
fhofe  inftances  of  prompt  decifion,  mixed  with  prudence,  whIA 
charafterifcd  the  military  <ionduft  of  Sir  Charles  Grey.  TTiclaitCT 
part  of  the  propofition  which  vras  meant  to  follow  tl^iKWiou* 
qucftion,  be  truftcd,  would  be  adopted  unanimoufly. 
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Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  upon  what  evidence 
the  contributions  were  faid  to  be  calculated  at  700,000!. 

Mr-  Alderman  LUStHNGTON  faid,  that  computing  from 
3oo,oooK  levied  upon  St.  Lucia,  the  contribution  upon  Martinico^ 
an  ifland  fo  much  larger,  could  not  be  lefs  than  700,000!. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  the*  honourable  gentleman  knew  that  no  fuch 
thing  had  been  done  as  levying  300,000!.  upon  St.  Lucia.  That 
fum  had  been  propofcd  in  lieu  of  all  prize-money,  reduced  ta 
150,0001.,  of  wliich  about  12,000!.  had  been  raifed  and  after- 
wards remitted.  The  contribution,  if  carried  into  efFcd,  could 
not  have  been  in  the  fame  proportion  at  Martinico,  wliere  prize- 
money  of  another  defcription  was  brought  to  account  for  the  captors. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  did  not  condemn  the  proclanrmtions 
more  tlian  they  were  condemned  by  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the 
motion,  or  by  the  officers  who  retrafltd  them.  Some  declaration 
to  the  colonies,  and  to  other  nations,  was  neceiTary  to  do  away  the 
cfFeft  pf  this  error  in  judgement.  He  denied  in  tlic  ftrongeft  terms 
the  neceffity  of  giving  booty  to  foldiers,  in  order  to  prefervc  mili- 
tary difcipline.  It  was  not  to  be  expedlcd  tliat  military  men  (hould 
be  fo  well  verfed  in  the  law  of  nations  as  thofe  who  made  it  tlieir 
peculiar  ftudy.  He  wifhed  the  propofition  intimated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  been  thought  fufficient ;  but  as  it  had  not,  there 
iRras  no  injuftice  in  faying  that  it  ought  to  be  ftrongcr. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  the  rigours  of  war,  as 
they  were  allowed  at  the  bcft  to  be  horrors,  (hould  be  conftrued  by 
the  lateft  and  moft  lenient  rule,  arid  hot  by  the  lefs  civilized  rules 
of  ancient  and  barbarous  times. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  previous  quelUon  moved  on  Mr. 
Barham  s  motion. . 

.  Ayes  67  ;  Noes  1-4. 
Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  made  the  motions  of  which  he 
had  givf  n  notice.    On  the  firft,  "  That  the  inhabitants  of  Marti- 
nique had  not  availed  themfelves  of  the  advantages  ofFcred  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  iftof  January,  1794,  &c.  the  Houfe  divided. 
Ayes  64  ;  Noes  13. 
\  On  his  fecond  motion — "  Tliat  the  proclamation  of  the  rotli 
and  aiftof  May,  1794,  never  having  been  adled  upon,  the  Houfe 
do  not  think  it  neceffary  to  come  to  any  declaration  thereupon— 
but  cordially  perfevere  in  the  Vote  of  Thanks  unanimoully  palfed 
by  the  Houfe,  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  and  thr 
officers  and  troops  .under  their  command,  for  the  cmirrcnt  and  dif- 
tinguilhed  Tcrviccs  which  they  rendered  to  their  c<jU{^tr^^^(^QQQle 
A  convcr&tion  took  place. 
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Several  Members  faid,  that  to  the  firft  part  of  the  propoiidon 
dicy  objefled,  fince  in  their  minds  the  proclamations  were  aftcd 
upon  ;  but  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  motion,  declaring  their  cordial 
acquiefcence  in  the  Vote  of  Thanks  of  laft  year,  they  had  no  ob- 
jeftion  ;  they  wiftied  therefore  that  the  motions  (hould  be  feparatcd. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  tliey  came,  in  his  mind,  pro- 
perly together,  fince  they  declared  in  the  firft  the  reafon  why  they 
came  to  the  fecond.  It  proved  that  there  had  been  an  agitation 
upon  which  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  renew  the  Vote  of  Thanks 
they  had  already  paffed ;  but  at  the  fame  time  if  the  Houfe  were 
of  opinion  that  the  queftions  fliould  be  divided,  he  would  not  rcfift 
their  wi(h. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  moved,  that  the  queftion  fliould  be 
divided  at  the  word    thereupon,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  firft  motion  refpe<Sing  the  proclamations  was  then  put,  and 
the  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes  57  ;  Noes  14. 
The  queftion  of  thanks  was  then  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  with  the  fingle  diffcnt  of  Mr.  ROSE,  jun.  who  perfiftcd 
in  his  negative,  though  he  exprefled  the  veneration  in  which  he  held 
the  charafters  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis ;  but  think- 
ing that  the  proclamations  of  the  lothand  21ft  of  May  were  afted 
upon,  he  could  not  fuffcr  the  vote  of  thanks  to  pafe  netfiine  antra* 
dicente. 

Lift  of  the  MINORITY  on  Mr.  Barham's  Motion. 
Alexander  Allardycc,  El'q.  Aberdeen,  &c. 

Mr.  Alderman  Andcrfon  City  ot  London 

John  Forfter  Barham,  Efq.  Stockbridge 
PaulBeoficld,  £fq.  Shaftftury 
Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  City  of  London 

Duncan  Davidfon,  Efq.  Cromarty fhirc 

Edward  Hyde  Eaft,  Efq,  Great  Bcdwiu 

Charles  Rofe  Ellis,  Efq.  Hcytelbury 
N^ilhaniel  Brafley  Halhcd,  Efq,  Lyraington 
Richard  Paul  JoddreU,  Efq.  Seaford 
Mr.  Alderman  Lufliingtoa  City  of  London 

William  Manning,  Efq.  Plympton  Earle  J 

George  Henry  Rofe,  Efq,  Southampton 
General  Smith  Wareham 
George  Smithy  Efq.  Lcftwithiel 
Robert  Smith,  Efq.  Nottingham  ' 

Samuel  Smith,  Efq.  Lcicefler 
Peter  Ifaac  Thcliuflbn,  Efq.  Midhurft 
Sir  William  Young,  Bart.  St.  Mawcs 

TELLERS. 

John  Forftcr  Barham,  Efq.  Stockbridge  ^  i 

William  Manning,  Efq.  Plymptoa  Earle  vjOOgle 
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IVkdnefdayy  3^  June. 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  tho 
bill  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  allow  a  certain  income  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  empowering  Commiflioners  to 
alloc  a  certain  part  of  that  income  to  the  difcharge  of  the  debts  of 
his  Royal  Hi^inefs,  and  from  preventing  tlie  acciimulation  of  debt 
in  future, 

Mr.  GREY  fald,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  enter  at  large  into.tjiis  fub- 
jcdt  now ;  there  might  be  another  opportunity  for  that  purpofe ;  but 
as  he  had  objeAed  to  the  payment  of  thcfe  debts  in'  totoy  he  could 
not  give  his  vote  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  and  therefore 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  ca}l  for  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  bull* 
|\efs. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  fecond  reading  50.— Againft  it  10. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
initted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfie  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Emperor's  loan  of  fix  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

The  refolution  was  read  a  firft  time.  On  the  qucftion  for  the 
fecond  reading, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  ftated  his  objedlions  to  the  general  principle  of 
this  loan.  He  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  take  this  matter  again  into  fe- 
rious  confideration.  There  was,  he  faid,  a  great  alteration  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe  fincc  the  Houfe  firft  voted  for  this  loan,  fo  great 
that  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  now  change  its  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  granting  it.  It  was  a  queftion  now,  whether  or  not  we 
wre  likely  to  obtain  an  equivalent  for  this  very  large  fum  of  nio- 
ncy  ?  This  queftion  fecmed  to  him  to  depend  very  much  upon  two 
confiderations :  firft,  the  probability  of  any  co-operation. '  Upon 
the  probability  of  that  co-operation  he  owned,  that,  confidering  the 
ftate  of  the  Germanic  empire,  he  thought  that  very  doubtful,  from 
the  difpofition  which  that  Monarch  had  manifefted  In  his  refcript  to 
the  Germanic  States,  wherein  he  ftates  his  readinefs  to  make  peace 
yiiih  France  ;  and  in  this  oh]cQ,  he  feemed  to  be  running  a  race. of 
negociation  with  our  late  ally,  the  King  of  PruflTia.  In  another 
view  of  this  matter  it  might  be  faid,  that  the  Emp«ror,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  States  of  the  Germanic  empire  may  make  a  difadvan- 
tageous  peace,  is  endeavouring  to  eng?ige  them  fome  time  longer  be- 
fore they  conclude  it.  What  was  the  refult  of  this  r — Why,  that 
he  muft  fliew  to  them  that  he  is  finccre,  and  that  he  does  not  mean 
fo  make  this  propofel  to  them  for  any  pcrfonal  cqpfi^jgi^l^^^l^ 
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own,  but  for  the  good  of  the  whole  Germanic  body.    Now,  he 
would  afk,  what  certainty  had  we  of  any  co-operation  at  all  oh  the 
part  of  the  Emperor,  if  he  fhould  once  make  peace,  as  head  of  die 
empire  ?  Even  if  he  (hould  be  fincere  in  his  intention  to  continue  the 
war,  through  what  ftate  could  he  co-operate  with  us  ?  Not  in  the 
North,  or  the  North-eaft  frontier :  the  only  attack  that  could  be 
made  on  France  was  on  the  South-eaft  frontier,  between  Geneva 
and  Nice.    Such  a  fyftcm  of  attack  could  not  but  be  attended  with 
many  difadvantagcs.    The  point  of  attack  was  at  a  great  diftancc 
from  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  by  no  means  vulnerable.  In 
former  times  attacks  had  been  ,  made  on  that  frontier  of  France,  but 
ifcry  little  impreffion  had  at  any  time  been  made.    The  vulnerahk 
part  of  France  was  rather  from  Bafle  to  Dunkirk,  than  near  Nice. 
The  powers' that  had  attacked  the  Sbuth-Eaft  frontier,  had  new 
been  able  to  penetrate  above  30  miles  into  Provence  and  Dauphmy. 
The  Duke  of  Savoy  once  got  as  far  as  Emblun,  and  was  forced  to  re- 
tire almoft  immediately.    Prince  Eugene  advanced  to  Toulon,  but 
made  no  impreffion  upon  the  place.  Befidcs,  it  was  to  be  remcinbcred 
that  the  French  were  at  prefent  in  poffeffion  of  thofe  paifes  by  which 
an  attack  could  be  mide.  In  the  laft  two  centuries  the  French  have 
often  poured  down  their  armies  into  Savoy,  and  have  taken  the  vrfjolc 
of  it,  which  they  after^^^ards  reflored  by  treaty  to  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia when  peace  was  ccncLidcd  with  the  other  hoilile  powers,  though 
the  Savoyards  have  fcarcdy  ever  been  able  to  penetrate  into  France. 
The  next  fubjeft  of  confideration  was,  how  long  we  were  certain  of 
the  alliance  wjth  the  King  of  Sardinia;  for  without  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  King  of  Hungary  to  do  any  thing ;  and  Sardinia 
has  always  been  a  fort  of  fmc  qua  non^  and  even  fo  far  back  as  Father 
Paul,  was  celebrated  for  a  Punica  JiJis.    This  perfidious  fyftem 
Ihe  has  always  purfued  ;  and  it  behoves  us  to  examine,  whether  this 
line  of  conduft  arifes  from  the  perfonal  characier  of  her  Kiqgs,  or 
the  nature  of  her  fituation  r  Her  ficLiation  is  between  two  very  power- 
ful countries,  which  arc  frequently  at  enmity,  and  hence  (he  is 
conftantly  obliged  to  league  with  the  ftrongcr.    Such  her  faith  was 
in  1600,  fuch  has  it  been  ever  fince  ;  for  in  the  time  of  Charlc* 
Emanuel  it  is  recorded,  her  King  was  fighting  for  the  French,  and 
bravely  too,  while  he  was  hegociating  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor ; 
whence,  notwith(landing~his  profound  fecrccy,  policy,  and  courage, 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  French  was  afterwards  attributed  to  that  ncgo- 
ciation.    In  1744,  or  thereabouts,  the  King  of  Sardinia  entered 
into  two  or  three  negociations  with  France,  Spain,  and  England  at 
the  faTnc  time,  and  afterwards  preferred  England,  beca^fe  he  there- 
by took  an  annual  fum  of  1 8o,oooL    Yet,  while  Ipp^WfL^^* 
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money,  he  entered  into  a  feparatc  peace  with  France ;  and  In  1 746^ 
yAiilt  he  continued  to  receive  oiir  money  too,  made  a  feparate  treaty 
with  Auftria.  Upon  what  ground^  then,  can  we  now  expcft  better 
filth  ?  How  long  are  we  to  be  anfwerable  for  his  conduft,  when 
the  French  arc  in  pofleflion  of  Nice  r — But  there  is  an  inclination 
in  Sardinia  to  make  peace  with  them,  and  upon  this  inclination  it 
is  imprudent  to  run  fo  great  a  rifk,  and  on  fuch  uncertain  qonditions. 
The  Emperor,  in  direS  oppofition  to  the  tenor  of  his  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  is  about  to  ncgociate  with  the  French  Republic  in 
his  imperial  character,  becaufe  he  is  compelled  thereto  by  the  Ger- 
manic empire.  If  it  be  impradicable  for  him  then  to  comply  with 
t)nc  part  of  his  engagement,  what  affurance  have  we  that  he  will 
comply  with  the  other  ?  How  may  he  have  the  ability  of  repayment  ? 
•—He  may  be  engaged  in  another  war  with  Pniffia— He  may  be  en- 
gaged in  ariothcr  war  with  the  Turks  alfo,  and  then  what  chance 
have  we  that  he  will  be  able  . to  refund  the  money  ?  Another  confi- 
dcration  is,  that  if  he  does  adhere  to  his  treaty  with  Great  Britain^ 
and  does  not  ncgociate  with  the  French  Republic,  that  he  moft  pro- 
bably will  be  involved  in  a  war  with  Pruffia ;  and  if  he  is  involved, 
will  not  that  leffen  our  expectations  of  any  efficient  co-operation, 
and  may  it  not  at  laft  ftimulate  him,  according  to  the  vulgar  but  ex- 
prcflive  phnfe,  to  patch  up  a  peace  with  France  ?  For  thefe  reafons. 
he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  rcflcd  a  little,  and  give  their  votca 
againft  the  loan  in  foto. 

Mr.  ROBINS  oppofed  the  motion  ;  and  took  occafion.to  obferve, 
that  dierc  had  been  a  great  defeft  foraewhere  in  the  management  of 
our  nzvy,  into  which  ho  was  of  opinion,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  in- 
ftitutcd. 

The  3PEAKER  fuggcftcd,  that  the  point  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  purfulng,  had  no  reference  to  the  queftion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  what  fell  from  his  honourable  friend,  rc- 
fpc6Hng  die  fleet,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  entirely  unconnc£led 
with  the  queftion,  the  more  cfpccially  as  the  arguments  urged  origi- 
nally in  favour  of  the  loan,  turned  chiefly  on  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived to  us  from  a  divifion  of  the  force  of  the  enemy  by  land,  in 
order  that  we  might  the  better  continue  our  fupcriority  at  fca.  With 
refpeflt  to  the  loan,  he  wilhcd  the  Houfc  to  confider  very  ferioufly 
thcftep  they  were  now  taking,  and  how  totally  deftiti^te  they  were  • 
of  any  defence  of  their  condudl  to  their  conftituents.  He  then  al- 
luded to  a  fad,  which  he  ftatcd  when  this  fubjcft  was  laft  difcufled 
in  that  Houfe.  The  fa6l  he  ftatcd  was  riot  ftriclly  corrcd,  as  he 
learned  by  a  letter  fince  fent  tp  him.  But  the  diflirencc  made  con- 
.  fiderably  in  fevour  of  the  conclufion  he  drew,  as  to  the  fidelity  of 
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the  Emperor,  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  pccuniaiy  engagements.  He 
had  faid,  that  certain  religious  houfe^  in  France  had  lent  the  Em- 
peror large  fu^ms  of  money,  to  be  repaid  at  the  Bank  of  Vienna,  and 
that  the  Emperor  had  firft  iflued  an  ordci:  that  the  intereft  (hould  not 
be  paid  to  anjr  but  to  thofc  who  could  prove  their  cmigrafion,  and  af- 
terwards had  iffued  another  order  that  no  intereft  (hould  be  paid  at 
alL  In  confequencc  of  this  ftatement,  he  liad  received  a  letter  fh>ni 
a  friend,  in  which  he  had  informed. him,  "  that  the  religious  houfes- 
were  fituated  not  in  France,  but  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlartds.  Th« 
bonds  for  the  money  lent  belongedf  to  Englifli  convents  of  Nuns  in 
the  Emperor's  owa  dominions  ;  and  it  was  to  his  own  fubjefls  that 
the  Emperor  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith."  Suck  was  the 
purport  of  the  litter.  The  faft  therefore  was,  that  this  was  an  ag?- 
gravatcd  circumftance  in  the  condu<£t  of  the  perfidious  Emperor,  and 
an  additional'  proof  of  the,credk  of  the  Bankrupt  bank  of  Vienna. 
With  refpect  to  tfie  political  principle  of  the  mcafure,  the  countr)F 
was  to  give  money  for  afliftance,  which  was  not  ffipulatsdj  and 
which  the  country  could  not  enforce.  His  imperial  Majefty  did 
not  fay  that  he  would  not  make  peace,,  in  his  Convention  with  this* 
country ;  whereas  in  Ms  rcfcript  to  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon,  he  had 
faid,  that  he  would  make  peace.  The  Hotifc,  therefore,  were 
called  upon  to  grant  the  loan,  tvithoutany  dccitfcd  afllirancc,  that 
the  Emperor  would  continue  the  war  ;  and  with  a  direct  aflertion  o€ 
fiis  readincfs  to  make  peace.  With  refpe£l  to  the  power  of  the 
Emperor  to  repay  the  money,  he  (hould  be  glad  to  know  what  ar- 
guments could  be  adduced  in  proof  of  his  capacity  to  keep  his  en- 
gagements on  that  head  with  Great  Britain.  It  ought  to  be  ftiiewn 
that  the  revenues  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  were  fufficient  to  repay 
the  money,  independently  of  the  ordinary  expenditiKe  of  the  Impe- 
rial dominibns:  It  had  been  faid,  that  a  ftipulation  had  been>  naade,. 
that  the  payment  to  this  country  were  to  be  mad«  before  any  other 
payments.  Could  any  perfon  give  credit  to  this  ?  or  fuppofe  that 
His  Imperial  Majefly  would  coofent  to  curtail  th«  neceffary  expen- 
diture in  his  own  dominions,  for  the  purpofe  of  fetisfyingthc  claims 
of  Grpat  Britain  ?  The  fiuSl  therefore  was^  that  a  loan  was  to  be 
granted,  without  any  affurance  being  made  by  the  Emperor,  that  he 
would  aftbrd  cftcclual  aid.  He  had,  it  was  true,  agreed  to  raife 
two  hundred  thoufand  men.  Where  were  thofe  men  ?  and  how 
did  the  country  know  that  they  would,  if  fuch  a  number  could  be 
raifed,  co-operate  with  this  country  ?  It  appeared  then,  that  if  the 
Emperor  did  not  clioofe  to  keep  his  engagement.  Great  Britain  could 
not  force  him;  and  that  if  he  did  keep  his  engagement,  he  might 
ftill  make  peace  without  any  inconfiftcncy.    By  the  w^y>  was  there 
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lany  man  fare  that  his  co-opcration  would  not  ccafc  altogether/  as 
loon  as  the  royal  aflcnt  fhould  be  given  to  the  bill  for  the  loan  ? 
Thus  after  we  were  deceived  by  Pruffia,  in  an  engagement  in 
'which  we  had  the  power  to  flop  the  iffulijg  of  our  money,  and 
which,  upon  his  failure,  we  did  flop  after  a  great  lofs,  we  were 
again  to  enter  into  an  engagement  \^ich  might -coft  us  many  mil- 
lions, in  which  we  "had  no  power  to  ftop.  The  HoUfc  ^'as  at  liberty 
to  decide  as  it  plcafcd,  hut  if  it  todk  upon  itfelf  to  guarantee  this 
loan,  andihoilld  afterwards  be  deceivodj  be  bade  it  iemcmbcr.that 
it  could  not  fay  but  it  had  properly  been  earned. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  l)Ut.a  few  obfcrvations  to 
make,  and  thofc  he  would  comprefs  into  as  narrow  a  compafs  as 
pofliblc. — A  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  a  diverfion 
in  favour  of  our  navy  was  the  only  "point  of  benefit  on  which  the 
loan  to  the  Emperor  was  juftificd— If  that  was  the  only  argument, 
it  would  of  itfelf  be  a  good  ortfe — but  was  it  in  fa£l  the  only  ground 
^n  whidi  we  were  to  biiild  hopes  from  this  aid  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  ?  Was  not  a  great  objeft  of  reliance  for  fuccefs  againft  the  ene- 
my the  unabated  preffure  upon  France  in  her  prefcnt  harrafled  and 
divided  ftate  ?  and  in  the  next  degree  to  our  own  efforts,  were  not 
thofe  of  fee  Houfe  of  Auftria  the  moft  important  ?  This  combina- 
tion might  now,  confidering  the  prcfent  intemjtl  ftate  of  France,  be 
•brought  to  bear,  and  to  produce  advantages  ten-fold  fupcrior  to  any 
that  had  hitherto  taken  place.  As  to  what  had'becn  faid  in  depre- 
ciadon  of  Auftrian  fidelity  in  pecuniary  engagements,  he  thought  it 
merited  little  reply.  It  cortfifted  of  ex  parte  ftatements,  extra<5ted 
from  the  letters  of  interefted  individuals,  and,  if  taken  into  confi- 
tleration  at  all,  Ihould  be  taken  with  very  great  allowance.  But 
what  marked  that  ftatement  with  peculiarity -was,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  when  he  menfiqned  it  on  a  former 
day,  had  pledged  hirnfelf  to  the  Houfe,  that 'it  was  from  good  in- 
formationand  yet  this  day  the  right  honourable  gentlernan  came 
down  and  confeffed,  that  on  that  fubjcft  he  was  milinformed.— 
Was  a  ftatement  of  this  kind,  fo  flimfily  fupported,  to  impeach  the 
fidelity  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  r  As  to  the  Emperor's  decree  refpe<5l- 
ing  the  non-payment  of  thofe  who  did  not  prove  their  emigration,  it 
alluded  entirely  to  His  own  fubje6>s,  not  to  thofe  of  France.  When 
the  rulers  of  France  got  poffcffion  of  Flanders,  and  contrary  to  tlic 
laws  of  war  and  peace,  confifcated  the  property  of  the  inhabitants, 
»the  Court  of  Vienna  thought  proper  to  purfuc  the  line  of  condudl 
which  had  been  fpllowed  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  refufe  certain  re- 
ligious focieties,  who  were  holders  of  Imperial  fecurities,  payment 
-iuringthe  war.    Finally,  he  maintained,,  that  for  good4iuth,  j^q 
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Court  in  Europe  ftood  higher  than  that  of  Vienna  \  infinnuch,  ftat 
he  challenged  any  man  to  (hew  a  iingle  inftance  in  which  it  to 
called  in  queftion.  But  it  had  been  faid  the  Emperor  intended  ta 
make  peace  with  the  French.  That  fuggeftion,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
true,  was  of  little  weight  againft  the  expediency  of  the  loan :  lor  he 
put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  he  put  it  to  Mn  Fox  himfclf  to 
lay,  whether  there  was  the  fmalleft  inconfiftency  in  the  Emperor'i 
declaring,  as  hea4of  the  Germanic  body,  his  willingncfs  to  ncgod- 
ate  for  a  peace,  and  at  the  fame  time  profccuting  the  war  as  Grand 
Duke  of  Auftria.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  lay  fo, 
he  would  confront  him  with  the  records  of  hiftory.  He  might  as 
well  ar^ue,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  Elea<w  of  Hanover, 
Ihould  refufc  his  contingent,  or  necefl'arily  embroil  Great  Britain  in 
war.  The  next  , argument  tUat  had  been  advanced  was,  that  if  the 
States  made  peace,  the  Emperor  could  not  continue  the  war.  To 
this  he  fliould  reply,  that  former  Emperors  had  made  war  with 
France  though  the  States  were  at  peace.  But  what  afforded  gpodc- 
men  fuch  a  clear  convidion  that  the  States  would  make  peace  r  fomc 
of  the  States  had  expreffcd  wilhes  for  peace,  and  the  Emperor  had 
evinced  his  willingncfs  to  make  peace  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
empire.  But  how  had  it  been  afcertained  that  the  French  would  not 
make  exorbitant  demands,  and  demand  an  extenfion  of  the  Frontier 
to  the  Rhine  ?  Would  fuch  a  demand,  which  would  tend  to  over- 
tlirow  the  whole  Eledloral  College,  tend  to  induce  the  States  to  ac 
cept  of  a  peace  on  fuch  conditions  ?  Had  gentlemen  well  confidcrcd 
what  the  terms  of  a  treaty  might  be  ?  and  did  they  imagine  rfiat  the 
States  would  confent  to  (hut  out  the  Emperor  from  all  intercourfc 
with  part  of  his  dominions  ?  But  admitting  the  force  of  the  argunocnt 
deduced  from  the  States  making  peace,  would  not  fuch  an  event  be 
as  great  a  barrier  to  France  as  to  the  Emperor  ?  The  Emperor  would 

,  therefore  under  fuch  circumftances  be  able  to  concentrate  all  his  force 
on  the  fide  of  Italy,  and  here  It  was  aflcrtcd  that  the  Emperor  roi^t 
be  prevented  from  attacking  France  on  the  fouth-eaft  frontier,  by 
the  King  of  Sardirua  making  peace.  This  was  another  aflitrdon 
which  was  wholly  unaccompanied  with  proof.    Did  the  bonooniUc 

'  gentleman  who  made  the  affertion,  fuppofe  that  the  recent  events 
that  had  occurred  in  the  Mediterranean  . and  in  France,  would  afford 
a  powerful  inducement  to  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  make  peace? 
Upon  the  whole,  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  confider,  whetlier  in  the 
prcfent  ftatc  of  France  it  was  not  a  moft  advifc^ble  thing  to  have 
200,000  Auftrians  hanging  upon  the  frontier  of  France  and  rcadjr 
to  avail  themfclves  of  every  opportunity. 
Mr.  FOX  explained  the  tranfaflion  of  intereft  having  been  rc^ 
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fiifed  to  be  paid  upon  tfie  Vienna  bonds,  of  which  he  ofllered  to  pro- 
duce any  evidence  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  require. 
He  had  not  expreffed  a  doubt,  whether  the  Emperor  would  be  able 
to  zA  at  all,  after  having  made  peace  as  head  of  the  Empire,  but 
whether  he  would  be  able  to  ad  with  any  effcft. 

Mr.  SMITH  faid,  that  he  had  only  affcrted  that  tjie  Emperor 
had  never  made  any  confiderable  imprelTion  on  the  fouthcm  frontier, 
fo  as  to  render  it  worth  while  to  purchafe  his  affiftance  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

General  SMITH  alkcd  how  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
could  prove  that  our  expedations  had  increafed  ten-fold.  The 
fubje£t  of  the  loan  had  been  brought  forward  in  December,  it  wa& 
now  June,  and  were  we  tg  be  told,  as  the  ground  of  thofe  incteafed 
cxpediations,  that  the  campaign  was  about  to  be  opened  ?  What, 
he  alked,  had  been  done?    The  only  place  belonging  to  the  Em-- 
peror  in  the  Low  Countries  was  belieged,  and  had  that  fiege  been 
raifed  ?  He  was  not  to  be  impofed  upon  by  aiTertions ;  he  wiihed  to 
come  to  a  ftateme/it  of  fafls.    The  fineft  appointed  Auftrian  army 
that  had  ever  taken  the  field,  h<id  been  beat  and  obliged  to  recede  ; 
the  country  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fumifh  new  levies.    If  fuch 
had  been  the  fate  of  the  former  expedition,  how  could  it  be  hopedji 
in  the  prefent  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  Empire,  that  any  frelh  at- 
tempt would  be  fuccefsful  ?   He  would  mention  an  important  faft ; , 
he  was  well  afTured  that  in  every  Court  on  the  continent,  Great 
Britain  was  r^rded  with  deteftation,  bccaufc  (he  was  coniidered  as 
prefenting  the  only  obdacle  to  peace.    It  was  particularly  the  cafe 
in  the  Court  of  Vienna  ;  there  the  dcfire  of  peace  was  fo  great,  that 
they  were  not  even  difpofed  to  carry  on  the  war  for  the  recovery  of 
the  Low  Countries.    The  greateft  of  all  curfcs  was  a  lingering  and 
protracted  war.    What  had  been  the  fentimcnt  if  the  country  for 
thefe  five  or  fix  months  pad  ?    Had  it  not  been  at  one  time  the  ge- 
neral wifli  to  recover  from  Holland  tl\e  remnant  of  our  troops  ? 
Had  not  the  return  of  thefe  diminifhcd  and  mutilated  fquadrons 
been  cohfidered  as  a  fort  of  triumph  ?    He  had  at  the  commence- 
mcnt  been  an  advocate  and  fupporter  of  die  war ;  he  would  have 
made  any  facrifice  to  preferve  Holland  ;  but  when  that  was  loft, 
he  confidered  the  objedt  of  the  war  as  entirely  gone. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  repeated  the  objections  which  he  had .  made  on 
former  oocafions  to  the  terms  of  the  loan,  as  a  pecuniary  tnnfac- 
tion.  In  confequence  of  thofe  terms,  if  the  payment  ihould,  at 
the  expiration  of  18  years,  ultimately  fall  upon  this  country,  an 
lumual  fum  of  437,ooq1«  would  be  loft  to  die  Public. 
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The  Hoiife  divided  on  the  qucftion  "  That  the  teport  'be  now  j 
«ad  a  fecond  time *  .  | 

Ayes,  60 ;    Noes,  35:  •  -4 

Upon  our  rc-admiflion  into  the  gallery,  we  found  Mr,  Fox  on  .  m 
his  legs  :  he  was  then  referring  to  thofe  Princes  of  the  Empire  who '  '  I 
•were  defirous  of  peace.    The  very  objcdl  of  thofe  Princes,  in  mak- 
ing  peace,  'would  be  to  prevent  the  palTage  of  the  French  or  Auf-  1 
irian  troops  through  their  territory.    Whether,  then,  would  the 
Emperor,  in  fuch  an  event,  be  able  fo  to  prdccutc  the*  war,  diat 
It  would  lie  worth  while  for  us  to -purchafc  iiis  afltftancc  ?  He  ad- 
verted to  what  had  been  urged  rcfpedling  the  diftrefs  of  -France. 
That  diftrefs,  he  faid,  arofe  from  two'caufcs :  the  firft  was  the 
Scarcity  of  provifions,  which  was  experienced  in  a  great  many  other 
fSiXf^  of  Europe,  and  was  certainly  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  die 
operation  of  the  war.    That  fcarcity,  perhaps,  laged  more  fcvcrcly 
in  France  than  any  where  elfe,  but  had  the-Emperor  at  all  contribut- 
ed to  diat  crrcumftance  ?  There  was  another  fource  of  their  diftrefs, 
^  which  arofe  from  their  internal  divifion's.    The  Emperor  might  ib- 
deed  contribute  to  thofe  divilions,  but  it  was  by  receding,  and  not 
by  advancing  againft  them.    It  had  been  found  that  every  enemy  of  ' 
France,  by  relinquifhing  attacks,  took  the  moft  efle<5iual  nicthod 
to  promote  thofe  diviGons.    Of  this  he  was  affurcd,  not  only  on 
principle,  but  from  the  teftimony  of  fafls.    They  "had  occafion  to 
obferve  the  French  in  different  ftages  of  their  revolution,  and  it 
had  always  been. found,  that  exaftly  in  proportion  to  the  prcffurc 
upon  them,  their  exertions  had  been  united.    He  would  not  fay 
that  if  the  Emperor  were  to  bring  two  hundred  thoufand  men  to  the 
French  frontier  it  would  have  an  immediate  tendency  to  Tcftoit 
union  and  regularity  h\  France,  but  it  would  certainly  be  the  rooft 
likely  method  to  produce  fuch  an  cSc&.    It  had  been  faid,  that 
there  was  no  profpe<5t  that  an  inftantancous  peace  would  take  place 
between  France  and  the  States  of  the  Empire.    The  great  bar  was 
raw  removed — the  French  Republic  was  virtually  acknowledged; 
the  Emperor  had  (hewn  a  difpofition  to  make  peace,  and  the  cffe<5 
next  to  that  of  the  adlual  conclufion  of  a  ^treaty,  had  already  taken 
place.    There  was  one  more  faft  refpefling  this  tranfafticMJ,  to 
which  he  (hould  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.    Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt  ftated  four  months  ago  that  the  Emperor  had  agreed  to  hring 
200,000  men  into  the  field,  if  this  country  would  aid  him  with  a 
loan  of  four  millions,  in  which.fum  were  to  be  included  the  advance* 
that  had  already  been  ipade.    It  now  appeared  that  the  four  mil* 
lions  were  tohe  made  up  over  and  above  thofe  advances.   He  wifcci 
to  know  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  fsdrly  ilated  the 
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tranfaftion  in  the  firft  inftancc;  if  fo,  the  Emperor  had  already 
broke  his  engagement^  by  requiring,  a  larger  fum  than  had  orig^ 
nally  been  ftipulated. 

Th«  refolutions  were  then  agreed  to  without  a  divIfion>  and  n 
bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  in^purfuancc  of  the  fame. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  referred  to  the  tranfaffions  that  hai 
lately  taken  place  at  the  Eaft-India  Houfe,  rcfpedling  an  indemnifi- 
cation and  an  annuity  to  be  granted  to  Warren  Haftrngs,  Efq^ 
A  fum  of  7  i,oool.  had  been  already  voted  to  him,  as  law  charges^ 
which,  it  was  ftated,  was  not  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Controul.  An  annuity  of  5000I.  was  propofed  to  be  granted,  but 
Ihis,  it  was  faid,,  muil  be  done  in  concurrence  with  that  Board* 
He  wiflied  to  know  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  w^hethcr  that  Board  had  do  power 
over  the  difpofal  of  fo  large  a  fum  as  7  i,oool.  If  fo,  it  Vas  in- 
deed a  moft  fcrious  confideration  ;  as  it  was  only  to  that  Board  they 
could  look  for  refponlibUrty  ;  he  (hould  thirtk  himfclf  bound  to  bring 
forward  the  fubjedl  to  the  Houfc,  but  difclaimcd  all  motives  of  per- 
ibnal  pique  and  malevolence. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  though  little  intitled  to  fpeak 
on  the  authority  of  an  ad  of  Parliament,  he  would  give  the  beft  an^* 
fwer  he  could  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  qucftion.  By  the  aft 
of  the  year  1 793,  there  were  twodiftinft  appropriations  one,.  rc>- 
lati  ve  to  the  revenues  in  India,  the  other,  to  the  fales  at  home  ;  and 
the  terms  of  them  were  different :  As  to  the  revenues  colleded  in 
India,  <he  firft  provifion  was  for  payment  of  military  charges;  the 
fccond,  for  payment  of  debts^;  the- thirds  for  the  charges  of  Govern- 
ment ;  the  fourth,  for  providing  an  inveftment ;  andi  by  the  fifths 
after  payment  of  the  5po,ooal.  to  ^Government,  the  furplus  was 
to  be  difpofed  of  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  Direftors.  It  was, 
therefore,  he  conceived,  out  of  the  power  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
to  apply  it  on  any  account  till  the  debts  were  entirely  fatisfied. '  As 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  fales  at  home,  after  the  outgoings  arul 
the  charges  of  the  Company,  there  was  provifion  for  the  intereft  of 
all  debts~the  dividdnd— the  payment  of  bills  of  India  in  way  of 
transfer — 500,0001.  to  the  Public — and  laftly,  the  guarantee  to 
accumulate  to  twelve  millions  for  capital  for  the  Company^  as.  pub- 
lic property.  He  would  fay  ther>,  fince  it  was  mentioned,  that  he 
was  dear  the  paymcru  alluded  toby  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
not  fall  under  any  of  thofe  heads.  The  refult  was,  that  the  fum 
of  71,0001.  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  could  only 
come  under  the  defcription  of  the  expences,  and  charges  of  the 
Company  at  home.    By  the  cxprefs  rcjuladons  of  the  afi^  the 
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Court  of  Prq)rfetor»  had  not  power  to  difpofe  of  a  fingle  fixpenoe^ 
and  he  thoijght  that  the  Court  of  Dircdors  would  paufe  and  hcfitate 
before  they  gave  an  order  for  any  fuch  fum,  under  the  dcfcripdon  of 
law  diarges.  . 

General  ISMITH,  after  ftating  that  during  the  minority  of  Ac 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  had  been 
applied  in  aid  of  the  civil  lift,  and  exprefting  his  fenfe  of  the  hanl* 
Ihip  with  which  the  Prince  had  been  treated  in  the  late  difcuflion, 
moved,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs  (hould  be  prefented  to  His  Ma- 
jefty,  that  His  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dire<Elions, 
that  there  be  laid  on  the  table  an  account  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall  from  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ttU 
fuch  time  as  his  Royal  Highnefs  came  into  receipt  of  the  income. 

A  defultory  converfation  took  place,  the  refult  01  which  was,  that 
the  motion  fliould  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  be  brought  forward  on 
Friday. 

On  the  qucftion  being  put,  that  the  Dead-body  bill  flwuld  be  read 
a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  that  the  treatment  which  this  bill 
had  experienced  from  the  Houfe  on  various  former  occafions,  would, 
he  trufted,  have  damped  the  ardour  of  its  fupporters. 

Mr.  JODDRELL. —  "  I  am  furprized  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  fhould  infinuate  that  any  thing  that  has  occurred,  fliould 
have  damped  the  ardour  of  the  fupporters  of  this  bill— Sir- 
Mr.  MAINWARING.—  «  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move,  that  the 
Houfe  be  counted." 

There  being  only  about  twent)'  "Meftibers  prcfent,  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed till  Friday. 

Friday^  ^thjune. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  previoitf 
to  the  doors  being  opened,  ^Ve  underftood  that  a  converfanon  of 
fome  length  took  place  on  the  qucftion,!  whether  the  Houfe  (hould 
be  called  over. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  call,  68;    Againft  It,  182* 

On  our  admiflion  into  the  Houfe,  we  found  Mr.  Secretary  Dun- 
das  on  his  legs.  He  was  pronouncing  an  eulogium  on  die  memoit 
of  General  Dundas,  and  alluding  to  the  treatment  which  his  re- 
mains had  experienced  from  the  French :  they  had  attempt^  to  fix  - 
the  charge  of  cruelty  upon  the  charadier  of  a  Gctneral,  who,  to  the 
greatcft  gallantry,  added  the  moft  amiable  difpofitions,  and  the  moft 
gentle  manners.  He  had  now  rifcn  to  move  that  a  monument  (bould 
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be  crecled  to  his  memory ;  he  was  aware  that  thofe  motion*  had  only 
been  fDcAe  in  cafes  of  brilliant  fuccefs,  but  he  was  perfuaded  that 
to  the  bfs  of  that  brave  General  might,  in. a  great  meafurc,  be 
afcribed  the  calamities  which  had  followed  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
ftntcd  to  His  Mnjefty,  that  he  would  be  wioft  gracioufly  plcafed  to 
give  tiirec^ions  that  a  monument  be  eredkd  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  St.  Paul's,  London,  to  the  memory  of  Major- General  T.homas 
Dundas,  as  a  tcftimony  of  the  grateful  icnfe  entertained  bv  this 
Hcufe  of  the  eminent  fa  vices  he  has  rendered  to  his  country,  par- 
ticularly in  the  rcdu<i\ion  of  the  French  Weft- India  ifjands,  which 
occafioncd  the  giofs  infuU  offered  to  his  remains  in  the  ifland  o£ 
Guadaloupc." 

Mr.  MANNING  fcconded  tlie  motion  in  a  few  words,  cxpref- 
five  of  his  fenfeof  the,  merits  of  the  illuftrious  Commander. 

General  TARLETON  added  his  teftimony  to  that  which  had 
already  been  given  in  honour  of  General  Dundas,  and  referred  to 
an  adion  in  America  in  J.7  8 1 ,  in  which  he  particularly  diftinguilhcd 
himfelf,  when  oppofcd  to  the  Marquis  La  Fayette. 
-  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  he  rofe  with  fome  difficulty 
in  one  refpeil,  thoug]^  in  another  with  no  difficulty  at  all;  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  agreeing  moft  cordially  with  the  vote  of  thanks  to 
General  Dundas,  of  whofe  condadl  he  fpokc  in  the  higheft  terms ; 
neither  had  he  any  intention  to  impute  particular  blame  td,  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  or  any  other  Commander,  by  what  he  was  going  to 
add;  he  thought  it  his  .duty,  however,  to  notice  a  claufe  in  the 
proclamation  iffued  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  which  all  flaves  found 
in  arms  in  the  defence  of  a  French  ifland,  on  which  we  made  an  at- 
tack, were  threatened  with  being  tranfported  to  Afiica,  if  taken, 
certainly  noft  with  the  view  of  reftoring  them  to  their  refped^ive 
homes,  but  to  take  their  fate,"  as  it  was  expreffed  in  the  pro- 
clamation ;  and  it  was  even  added,  that  aill^frce  blacks  who  might 
be  taken  in  like  manner  fliould,  on  account  of  the  impoflibility  of 
diftinguiffiing  them,  be  tranfported  alfo.  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid, 
he  was  perfuaded  that  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies  having 
their  minds  occupied  with  the  chief  objedls  of  their  expedition,  were 
not  to  be  fuppofed  to  have  deliberated  particularly  on  the  point  he 
had  fpoken  of,  but  had  admitted,  perhaps  inadvertently,  the  claufe 
in  queftion,  in  compliance  with  fome  fentiments  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
Itfhouldbeconfidered,  however,  that  many  flavc^might  be  obliged 
Co  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  French  iflands,  by  their  own  fu- 
pcriors,  and  perhaps  under  pain  of  death ;  and  that  many  free 
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might  be  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  that  property  alfo.  He  thought 
it,  therefore,  very  unbecomhig  in  the  firft  place,  in  point  of  hu- 
manity ;  for  us  to  put  the  blacks  under  the  pain  of  death  ob  \ht  one 
hand,  or  elfc,  if  they  (hould  take  up  arms,  of  being  thrown  on 
Ihorc  on  Africa,  (a  fate  that  might  be  nearly  the  fame  as  death) 
which  was  the  only  other  alternative.  He  was  proceeding  to  ob- 
fcrve  farther  on  the  efFedls  of  this  condudt,  when 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  interrupted  him,  by  obferving  that  his 
obfervations  were  not  in  order  on  the  prefcnt  debate. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if  the  proclamation  alluded  to  was 
figned  by  General  Dundas,  or  had  any  connexion  with  the  fubjcd 
of  debate,  Mr.  Wilberforce  w-as  in  order,  but  not  otherwife. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  it  certainly  might  be  flatcd 
to  have  fome  connexion,  though  he  did  not  wifh  to  put  the  Houfc 
in  njind  of  that  connexion,  for  obvious  reafons.  He  had  takfcn 
the  prefcnt  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  fubjecl,  bccaufe  he  wiflicd 
not  to  make  a  fpecific  motion  upon  it,  but  merely  to  notice  it  in  die 
courfe  of  debate,  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  Cmilar  proclama- 
tion in  future. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  having  been  interrupted  again,  faid,  that  he 
did  not  wifli  to  prefs  the  matter  farther  on  the  Houfe  at  prcfent, 
and  that  he  by  no  means  meant  to  derogate  from  the  praifc  ^vcn 
to  the  Commander  whofc  confludl  was  under  confideration. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  and  General  SMITH  (aid  a  few  words 
in  fupport  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  a  few  words  in  juftification  of  the  condudl  of 
the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  die  circumftanccs  in 
which  they  were  placed. 

The  quoftion  was  then  put  on  tlie  motion,  and  carried  nrm.  rm* 
And  it  was  ordered  that  the  Addrcfs  Ihould  be  prefented  to  His 
Majefty  by  fuch  gentlemen  as  were  Members  of  Iiis  molt  honour- 
able Privy  Council. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DUNDAS  begged  leave  to  return  his  warmeft 
thanks  for  the  honour  they  had  done  to  the  memory  of  his  deccafed 
brother.  He  had  left  beWnd  him  a  numerous  family ;  he  hoped 
that  tfiey  would  emulate  the  virtues  of  their  father.  By  the  motion 
which  they  h  id  now  paffcd,  the  Houfe  had  reftorcd  to  his  family 
the  comfort  which  had  been  wrefted  from  them  by  the  w^anton  attack 
of  an  individual  (alluding  to  the  condudl  of  the  French  Commandant 
at  Guadaloupe.) 

Mr.  Chancellor  FITT  brought  up  an  account  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Corawall  during  the  minority  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  an  abftraft  of  the  debts  of  his  KopX  Hi|d|inefS|  apd  an 
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account  ot  the  application  of  25,000!.  for  the  finilhing  of  Carlton. 
Houfe. —  Ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  the  papers  for  which  he  intended  to 
move  having  been  laid  upon  the  table,  his  motion  would  of  courfc 
be  unneceflary.  He  ftiould  therefore  now  content  himfelf  with 
moving  tliat  thcfc  papers  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROLLE  faid,  that  in  confequencc  of  what  had  dropt  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Charles  Dundas,)  he  Ihould  have 
fomcthing  to  move  with  rcfpedt  to  a  provifion  to  be  granted  to  the 
family  of  General  Dundas. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DUNDAS  faid,  that  nothinglwhich  had  dropt 
firom  him  had  been  intended  to  lead  to  any  fuch  fuggcftion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  before  the  queftion  could  be 
fubmittcd  to  the  Committee,  what  proportion  of  the  income  voted 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  fiiould  be  fct  ap^rt  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts  ?  i;  was  ncceffarj'  that  tlic  Houfe  Ihould  afcertain  whether 
they  would  incur  the  contingent  rifque  of  defraying  fuch  portion  of 
thofc  debts  as  might  remain  unpaid  on  the  event  of  the  demifc  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs.  It  was  his  intention  to  move  in  the  Committee 
that  65,0001.  along  with  the  income  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
Aiould  be  fct  apart  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debts,  making  an  an* 
nual  fum  of  78,0001.  He  remarked  that  the  burden  could  not 
with  propriety  be  thrown  upon  the  civil  lift,  which  in  the  event  of 
the  demife  of  the  Prince,  would  be  charged  with  the  jointure  of  - the 
Princefs  of  Wales.  He  (hould,  therefore,  move  an  inftruflioa 
to  the  Committee  on  Monday  next,  that  they  have  a  difcretionary 
power  to  make  provifion  out  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  the  Crown 
(in  cafe  of  the  demife  of  his  prcfcnt  Majefty,}  during  the  life  of  hi$ 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  the  payment  of  the  re- 
mainder of  his  debts  ;  and  in  cafe  of  the  demife  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs, to  make  provifion  out  of  the  confolidated  fund  for  the  payment 
of  fuch  fums  as  may  then  remain  unpaid. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  he  underftood  that  at  the  commence- 
meat  of  every  reign,  the  hereditary  revenue  was  committed  for  a 
certain  civil  lift.  The  mode  of  pr9Ceeding  then  propofed  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  would  be  attended  with  no  relief  to  the 
Public,  as,  if  the  civil  liij  ihould  be  found  inadequate,  the  defici- 
ency muft  be  made  good  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated  the  hereditary  revenue  to  be,  that 
to  whkh  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  fucceed  upon  the  demifc  of  His 
Majefty.  It  had  been  thought  proper  for  feveral  reigns  to  commute 
diat  hereditary  revenue  for  a  certain  civil  lift,  but  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding which  he  propofed,  ^was  the  only  one  calculated  ^^^^ 
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curity  to  Ms  creditors,  or  in  the  event  of  his  acccflion,  to  render  Ws^ 
Royal  Highnefs  refponfiWc  for  th^  payipcnt  of  his  remaining  debts, 
as  he  would  tHen  have  a  lefs  hereditary  revenue  to  offer  in  exchange 
for  a  civil  lift. 

General  SMITH  wiflicd  to  know  whether  the  account  laid  upon 
the  table,  included  the  whole  proceeds  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall, 
during  the  minority  '^f  tlie  Prince.  He  was  defirous  that  it  fliould 
be  known  that  his  Royal  Highnt  fs  had  a  claim  to  fo  laigc  a  fum, 
which  was  ftill  ui\dccidcd.  He  remarked  that  the  eftatc  under  the 
guardianfhip  of  the  Court  of  Cluncery,  would  have,  durii'g  the 
minority,  produced  350,0001.  and  under  the  care  of  a  gentleman, 
by  being  employed  at  compound  intereft,  380,000!.  and  that  at 
prefent  it  would  amount  altogether  to  a  fum  of  600, cool.  He 
ihould  avail  himfelf  of  a  future  opportunity  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  on  the  fubjed.  Without  adverting  to  what  had  taken  place 
in  that  Houfe,  he  (hould  only  remark  that  out  of  doors- a  great  deal 
of  odium  had  been  very  ill  applied  to  His  Royal  H^^hncfs,  who 
might  eventually  be  entitled  to  claim  either  from  the  Crown  or  the 
public  a  fum  almoft  equal  to  the  demands  of  his  creditors. 
,  Mr.  ANSTROTHER  faid,  that  the  account  ,laid  upon  the 
table  included  the  nctt  produce  of  the  income,  except  the  expcncc 
of  tlie  eftablifhment,  wliich  was  neceffary  to  he  kept  up  duri/ig 
the  minority,  as  well  as  at  any  other  period,  an^i  a  fum  of  25,000!. 
which  had  been  granted  by  order  of  his  Majefty  for  public  purpofcs 
in  the  county  of  Devon. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  compared  the  cafe  of  the  Prince  rf 
Wales,  with  refpedl  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  to  that  of  a  fon 
who  had  an  eftatc  left  him  during  his  minority,  What  iathcr 
would  not,  in  foch  a  fituatipn,  conceive  himfelf  bound  by  every 
tic  of  honour  and  affeflion  to  take  care  of  the  eftatc,  and  employ  * 
to  the  utmoft  advant9ge  for  the  benefit  of  his  fon  ? 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked  that  the  honourable  General  (SmiA^ 
had  accurately  calculated -the  intereft  upon  the  accumulated  revenue 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.  He  conceived  that  the  Prince  haJ  hi- 
therto been  well  advifed  in  making  no  claim  upon  his  Ro)al  Father. 
But,  if  it  was  true,  as  he  was  well  pcrfuaded,  that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  produce  of  the  revenue  from  his  birth,  he  had  at  prefent  no 
option.  The  accumulated  fum  belonged  neither  to  the  Princfi 
XM>r  to  the  King,  but  to  the  creditors  of  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

The  queftion  upon  the  firft  inftruftion,  with  refpeft  to  the 
maihder  of  the  debts  being  chargeable  upon  the  hereditary  revciu» 
of  the  Crown,  in  the  event  of  the  demife  of  his  prefent  Majc*f» 
was  put  and  carried. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  pmpofing  the  fccond  inftruc- 
tion,  the  queftion  was  whether,  by  refiifing  their  countenance  to 
this  provifion,  they  would  render  all  their  other  libcralily  ineffectual. 
All  other  provifions,  except  that  which  he  was  now  to  propofc, 
ivould  be  inefficient  both  as  to  the  fecurit)'  of  the  creditors,  and  the 
comfort  and  eafc  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  It  was  certainly  ^attended 
with  fome  degree  of  rifque  to  the  Public,  but  it  was  one  of  tlie  un- 
fortunate confidcrations,  which  CQuld  not  be  fcparatcd  from  theprc- 
fent  difcuflfion,  and  except  fome  other  mode  could  be  found  confiftent 
.withjuftice,  propriety,  and  policy,  they  were  driven  to  that  option. 
He  concluded  with  moving  his  fecond  inftru6^ion  with  refpect  to 
makii^g  provifion  out  of  the  confolidatcd  fund  in  the  event  of  the 
demife  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  the  liquidation  of  fuch  debts  as 
ihould  then  remain  unpaid. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid,  that  becaufe  he  was  attached 
to  the  Royal  Family  he  did  not  wifh  that  the  debts  fhould  be  taken 
notice  of  at  all.  The  mode  of  procedure  adopted  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  tended  to  degrade  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  it 
put  him,  as  it  were,  in  leading  firings,  and  held  him  out  as  unwor* 
thy  of  confidence.  Was  this  conduct  of  His  Majefly's  Minifters 
cither  manly  or  liberal  ? 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  conceived  no  fuch  conftruftion  could 
apply  to  any  meafures  taken  toTTgulate  the  expenditure  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs.  When  the  Houfe  voted  for  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  they  had 
aSed  in  the  fame  fpirit.  He  then  conceived  that  the  elevated  fitu- 
ation  of  His  Majefty  gave  a  right  to  that  Houfe  to  lay  him  under 
the  reftridions  which  they  then  impofed ;  becaufe  proud  as  his  fitu- 
ation  is,  he  owns  no  greater  ftation  than  that  of  fervant  of  the  people. 
Befoiy,  in  the  prcfent  inftance,  Tie  confcnted  to  burden  the  people, 
he  wifhed  to  know  whether  what  he  fhould  grant  would  be  effedual 
for  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  demanded.  As  iar  as  he  under- 
fk)od,  there  was  no  compulfion  upon  the  creditors  to  accept  of  the 
terms  now  offered.  He  did  not  wifh  to  impofe  an  additional  bur- 
den upon  the  Public  witlvjut  fome  reafonable  certaint)'  that  it  would 
really  bt  efFe6tual.  The  whole  of  the  bufinefs  had  been  conduced 
unfortunately.  Thcre.ought  firfl  to  have  taken  place  fome  arrange- 
ment between  flie  Prince  and  his  creditors,  that  it  might  be  known 
what  tei-ms  would  be  accepted,  if  a  certain  fecurity  was  given.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  intimated  his  intention  to  fill  up 
the  blank  in  the  Committee  with  the  whole  additional  fum  of 
65,0001.  and  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.  He  cer- 
tainly did  not  think  the  fum  of  78,000!.  a  year  tcxy  large  for  the 
purpofe  of  liquidatii^  the  debt.    But  how  was  the  right  iymQmabl& 
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gentleman  to  get  at  Ac  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  as  he 
underftood  that  the  prefent  income  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  was  con- 
vcycd  in  truft  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  ?  It  was  very  unfor- 
tunate that  the  Houfc  (hould  be  called  to  impofe  a  contingent  burden 
npon  the  Public,  ^vithout  cither  the  certainty  of  relieving  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  or  of  fatisfying  his  juft  creditors. 

He  was  nnw  called  upon  to  perform  the  laft  difagrccable  talk 
which  had  fallen  to  his  fliare  in  the  prefent  difcuffion.    He  had  not 
flattered  the  people,  bccaufe  he  had  voted  for  the  larger  fum  ;  hj^ 
had  not  flattered  the  Prince,  bccaufe  he  had  pretty  plainly  explain- 
ed his  fenfe  of  the  manner  in  ^vhich  that  fum  ought  to  be  appropri- 
ated ;  nor  would  he,  in  what  he  had  now  to  fay,  flatter  that  other 
partj',  whofe  immediate  favour  might  be  deemed  ftill  more  import- 
ant.   He  fincerely  lamented  that,  as  a  ground  of  proceeding,.  Par- 
liament had  received  no  intimation  from  His  Majcfty,  that  in  any 
poflTible  contingency  he  fliould  take  upon  himfclf  the  charge  of  the 
debts.    They  m:ght  then  have  had  the*  confolation  to  fay  that  it 
was  a  tranflidlion  which  had  been  equally  unfortunate  for  all  par- 
tics  ;  that  the  Public  had  fufFcred  from  the  impofition  of  an  addi- 
tion.il  burden  ;  that  the  Prince  had  fufFered  fiom  a  diminution  of 
fplendor,  and  that  His  Maje(t)'  had  fufFcred  in  common  with  his 
family  and  his  people.    If  the  bill  went  foi*ward,  he  certainly 
(hould  vote  for  the  appropriation  of  the  78,000!.  which  the  r^t 
homurable  gentleman  had  ftatcd  would  cxtinguilTi  the  debt  in  about 
nine  years.    The  rifque  of  the  Public  in  that  cafe  was  certainly  not 
great ;  but  wliy,  he  alkcd,  fhould  the  Public  be  fabjeiled  in  this 
inftancc  to  any  contingent  rifque  r  He  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  Fre- 
derick Prince  of  Wales,  M'hofc  income  had  been  Increafed  from 
fifty  thouf:^nd  to  on^  h'lbfhcd  thoufand  pounds,  and  had  ftill  been 
charged  upon  the  civil  lift.    He  propofcd  then  to  move,  that  in 
cafe  of  the  dcmifc  of  tlie  Prince  of  Wales,  the  jyjrtion  of  his  debts, 
which  fhould  then  rrmain  unpaid,  flir>u!d  be  defrayed  out  of  th$ 
civil  lift.     It  might  be  fiid,  v.'ould  not  fo  Inrge  a  defalcation  oHlgc 
Parlinmenr  to  grunt  an  additional  fupply  to  tlic  civil  lift  ?    To  this 
he  would  only  anfwer,  that  it  would  then  remain  for  ParlLimcnt  to 
confider  what  were  the  peculiar  circumftanccs  of  the  time,  and  whe- 
ther the  ftatc  of  the  civil  lift  was  fuch  as  called  upon  them  fot  an 
additional  fum.    When  the  civil  lift  was  increafed  t>y  accidents, 
he  did  not  mean  to  an  inconfiderable  "amount — he  particuljirly  al- 
luded to  the  death  of  the  Princcfs  Amelia  ;  he  never  had  bpSivd  of 
anv  meftag?  fbtins  to  the  lloufc  that  it  had  been  freed  from  fuch 
incumbrance.    If  the  civil  lift  likewifc  was  lightened  of  foine,of 
the  burdens  witli  wliich  it  was  now  charged,  D^gitlS^^OftB^i?^^ 


A.  1795.  Ei  E  B  A  T  E  S.  519 

quate  to  undertake  the  debts ;  if  not,  it  would  be  for  Parliament  to 
confidwT,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  tlie  time,  what  fupply 
it  would  be  proper  to  grant. 

There  was  another  material  argument,  which  muft  make  every 
man  fincerely  lament  that  any  queftion  with  refpcdl  to  his  Royal 
Highncfs's  debts,  was  ever  moved  in  that  Houfe  at  all,  but  more 
particularly  after  whatpaffed  in  the  year  1787.    He  was  fure  lie 
was  one,  when  that  promife  was  given,  who  doubted  the  propriety 
of  giving  it.    He  fliould  not  have  advifcd  his  Royal  Highnefs  Ca 
have  made  it.    The  misfortune  wasj  that  promife,  wlicthcr  juftly 
made  ornothe  fliould  not  determine,  but  that  Houfe,  in  their  ad- 
drefs  on  the  fubjed,  did  receive  that  promife,  and  therefore,  from 
the  moment  his  Royal  Highnefs  knew  that  event,  however  raflily 
or  improperly  that  promife  might  be  given,  he  had  deliberately 
bound  himfelf  by  it.    After  fuch  a  promife,  it  was  extremely  to  be 
lamented  that  the  Prince's  debts  fliould  come  under  the  confidcra- 
tion  of  that  Houfe.    He  felt  fo  much  for  the  Prince's  fituation, 
that  he  thought  his  debts  fliould  have  been  arranged,  as  they  ou^t 
to  have  been,  as  a  family  concern.  .  With  regard  to  the  marriage 
of  his'Royal  Highnefs,  he  found  a  difficulty.    He  had  formerly 
thought,  and  was  ftill  of  that  opinion,  that  diat  Houfe*  knowing  of 
the  marriage,  which  was  a  public  matter,  did,  by  their  approbation, 
of  that  marriage,  fcem  to  give  fomething  of  a  pledge  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  to  his  illuftrious  confort,  thafdiey  would  place  them 
in  a  fituation  becoming  their  rank  and  dignity.    He  admitted  an 
anfwer  had  been  given  to  tliis  point  by  an  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  obferved,  that  the  marriage  hr.d  been  actually  agreed  on^ 
and  had  the  winds  and  waves  permitted,  would  have  been  celebrated 
before  the  meeting  of  rarliament.    If  that  Houfe  could  in  any  re- 
mote degree  be  confidercd  as  parties  to  that  marriage,  they  were 
bound  to  that  illuftrious  and  amiable  Princefs,  whom  they  had  in- 
vited over  to  this  country,  to  make  a  provilioa  befitting  her  rank 
and  ftation.    But  if  that  could  be  confiJered  in  any  degree  as  an 
obligation  on  that  Houfe,  how  much  ftronger  was  diat  obligation  on 
His  Majefty,  who  was  not  remotely,  who  was  not  contingently,  a 
party  to  that  marriage,  but  was  the  direft,  immediate  contradHng 
party  ?  If  that  Houfe  was  bound,  by  the  remote  fliarc  they  had  in 
the  marriage,  to  refcuc  the  Prince  from  his  involved  fituation,  how 
much  more  was  His  Majefty  bound,  who  had  advifcd  him  to  it  r— 
{low  much  more  were  thcAc  bpund  who  were  parties  to  the  mar- 
riage, not  by  remote  conrfrudion,  but  who  were  the  direct  and  im- 
{nediate  parties  ?  How  much  more  v/^:rc  they  bound  to  bear  their 
idiare,  either  of  the  immediate  burdens  or  contingent  vilk^  wluch 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A.  1795. 


were  rendered  ncccflary  in  confequcnce  of  that  marriage !    He  had 
no  dhficulty  at  that  moment  to  negative  the  motion  \  firft,  bccaufe 
they  were  not  ready  for  it ;  and  fecondly,  and  principally,  bccaufe 
that  Houfe  ought  not  to  vote  for  contingent  burdens  on  the  Public, 
when  the  civil  lift  might  be  able  to  bear  it.    But  he  rcqucftcd  them 
to  confider  the  neceffary  and  immediate  efFcfl  of  that  event,  againft 
which  the  motion  wais  intended  to  provide  ;  fixt}'  .thoufand  pounds 
would  be'faved  to  the  Public,  at  the  farne  time  50,000!.  of  that 
would  g>  for  the  jointure  of  her  Royal  Highncfs  ;  but  there  was  no 
more  certainty  in  her  life  than  in  that  of  the  Prince.     It  might  be 
faid,  on  the  other  hand,  in  cafe  of  both  thefe  unfortunate  events, 
there  might  be  another  Prince  of  Wales.    CfTtainly,  if  their  Royal 
Highneffes  ftiould  have  iffue.    In  the  mean  time,  as  all  thefe  con- 
tingrncles  were  poflibiiities  whicl\  might  or  might  not  happen,  was 
It  not  fafcO,  w:is  it  not  wifcft,  to  lay  the  burden  where  it  ought  to 
fall,  on  His'  Majefty's  civil  litl  r    And  if  at  the  time  the  burden 
was  fuch  as  was  inconliftent  with  the  circ amftances  of  the  country, 
then  that  lioufe  might  take  it  into  its  confidcration.    Tliat  civil  lift 
might  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  a  jointure,  and  from  fc- 
veral  other  allowances  that  were  now^paid  tofevcral  branches  of  the 
Royal  family ;  and  though  they  had  a  Prince  or  Princcfs  of  Wales 
that  was  an  infant,  that  circumftance  would  not  occaiioi)  grert  cx- 
pcncc.    He  would  only  fubjcdt  the  nation  to  a  contingent  riik, 
when  it  appeared  to  be  a  matter  of  abfolutc  neceOity.    Nothing  but 
political  ncccffity  (hould  induce  him  to  do  fo  unfeir  a  thing  to  die 
Public,  and  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  himfelf,  as  that  it  fliould  be 
underftood  throughout  the  country,  and  the  world,  that  the  Public 
were  fufFering  burdens  on  account  of  the  indifcretions  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs.    The  intereft  of  the  Prince  and  of  the  Public  were  not 
diftinft,  but  one  and  the  fame.    He  faid  he  had  ftated  fomc  diiB- 
culties  on  this  fubjeft  which  had  occurred  to  him,  and  whidi  fijnic 
right  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  otlicr  fide  of  the  Houfe  iwwld 
do  well  to  confider.    It  would  be  a  moft  fortunate  circumftance,  ifl 
his  apprehenfion,  that  the  memory  of  thefe  tranfadlions  (hould  he 
obliterated  as  foon  as  poffible.    The  Prince  of  Wales's  debcntufrt 
in  the  floating  ftock  of  the  country,  and  the  name  of  the  Tiitso^ff 
fconnefted  with  thofe  debts,  was  not  a  very  plcafing  circumftaac^  / 
He  hoped  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  avoided*    It  iSt 
been  obferved  by  the  right  honourable,  gentleman,  that  the  otchAl^ 
of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  for  the  civil  lift,  'Vas 
effeft  of  an  engagement  between  the  King  and  his  Parliament.  He 
took  that  not  to  be  the  cafe,  or  it  was  the  moft  improvident  latgoA 
the  Public  ever  made  :  the  Englifii  Princes  prcferveAthdr  httcfl- 
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taiy  revenues,  and  Parliament  gave  them  what  made  it^amount  to 
6,  7,  or  8oo,oool.  He  believed  thefe  hereditary  dominions  ne- 
ver amounted  to  300,000!.  a  year,  and  the  only  difference  of  the 
arrangement  between  the  Parliament  and  the  prefent  King,  and  of 
former  Kings,  was  this,  that  to  former  Kings  they  left  the  here- . 
ditary  revenues,  and  gave  them  a  very  large  income  inftead  of  a  ci- 
vil lift.  With  regard  to  the  prclcnt  King,  inftead  of  making  up 
the  hereditary  revenue,  they  gave  him  900,000!.  per  annum,  and 
took  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  into  their  own  hands. 
They  gave  him  that  fum,  not  as  an  equivalent  for  the  hereditary 
revenues  of  the  Crown,  but  as  a  fum  that  was  neceflary  to  fupport 
the  digoity  and  fplendor  of  fuch  a  Magiftrate.  He  would  never- 
agree  to  lay  the  fmalleft  contingent  burden  on  the  nation,  when  very 
probably  at  the  very  moment  when  the  burden  began  to  be  felt,  the 
civil  lift  might  be  in  a  very  profperous  f?2ite>^^nd  fully  able  to  bear 
this  expence.  Some  gentlemen  thought'thc  country  were  bound  to 
fubmit  to  that  expence,  bccaufc  they  had  Seen  parties  to  the  mar- 
riage. If  that  obligation  operated  at  all  on  that  Houfe,  it  was  ten 
thoufand  tinnes  ftronger  on  His  Majcfty,  who  was  the  only  man  in 
his  dominions  who  was  to  contribute  nothing  towards  this  burden. 
On  thefe  grounds  he  ftiould  give  his  negative  to  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  POWYS  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt)  had  difcharged  his  duty  in  bringing  forward  this  bufinefs, 
though  he  ftiould  not  have  been  furpidfed  if  he  had  rcfufed  to  inter- 
fere in  it.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  confider  the  plan  that 
bad  been  propofed  \  he  had  confidered  it,  and  the  principle  lie  had 
laid  down  to  himfelf,  that  he  could  not  lay  any  burdens  either  di- 
reflly  or  indirectly  on  the  people.  He  had  gone  as  far  as  he  could 
in  voting  for  the  largeft  eftabliftiment,  in  order  to  enable  his  Royal 
Highncfs  to  appropriate  a  part  of  that  eftabliftiment  towards  the 
difchargeof  his  debts.  For  the  prefent  moment,  at  all  events,  he 
muft  dijfent  from  the  meafure,  efpecially  as  he  thought  that  fome 
other  refource  might  be  found,  either  in  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  or 
the  civil  lift. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  ftate  fome  fa<fts  in  e^rplanation  as 
to  the  ftate  of  the  civil  lift.  In  cafe  of  the  demifc  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  it  would  be  relieved  from  6o,oool.  but  liable  to  a  jointure 
of  50,0001.  for  her  Royal  Highncfs.  If  the  Prince  ftiould  leave 
ifluc,  there  would  remain  only  io,oool.  and  13,000!.  ;  fome  pro-  ' 
vifion  muft  in  that  cafe  be  made  for  the  infant  Heir  Apparent  to  the  * 
Crown,  If  he  ftiould  leave  no  iffuc,  the  Duke  of  York  would 
then  fucceed  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  be  left  with  an  in- 
come of  40,000!.  after  the  Houfe  had  expreffed  their  foife  that  a 
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fumof  125,0001.  was  ncfceflary  for  an  cftablifliment  to  a  Prince  of 
Wales,  fo  that,  cither  direcily  or  indirectly,  fome  burden  muft  ul- 
timately fall  upon  che  Public. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faiJ,  he  would  not  coTifcnt  even  to  a  contingent 
burden  upon  the  people,  unlcfs  it  c  )i:!(J  be  made  out  that  they  had 
no  otlier  refource  to  look  to.  A  teir.^>orary  alicniuion  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall,  it  had  been  ftatcd  by  an  honourable  Baronet,  might 
produce  a  confiderablc  fi>m,  and  contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
^  part  of  the  country  highly  fufceptiblc  of  impromncn:,  wnd  at  prc- 
fcntfcrtileinlittleelfebutMembcrsof  Parliament.  Voting i  25,000!. 
for  the  eftablirtimcnt  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  not  libcrali  y  but 
jufticc,  as  every  man  who  confidcred  the  lelative  value  of  money 
muft  be  convinced  that  a  lefs  fum  could  not  be  fufficient  for  the  eflab- 
lilhment  the  Prince  ve^s  expected  to  maintain.    After  praifing  their 
own  liberality,  they  were  proceeding  to  appropriate  the  greater  part 
of  the  fum  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  which  they  profcflcd  to 
make  no  provifion  fur  at  ihe  expencc  of  ihc  Public.   The  legal  opi- 
nion that  the  Duke  of  York,  in  cafe  of  the  demifc  of  tlic  Prince  of 
Wales,  would  fucceed  of  right  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  was  not 
a  formal  opinion,  but  one  incidentally  thrown  out  upon  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  word  Primo^enl/us,  in  deciding"  upon  a  very  dift'erent 
queftion.    No  rcafon  had  yet  been  given  why  a  refource  rr.ight  not 
be  found  in  the  fale  of  the  Crown  lands.  With  refpcdt  to  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  from  the  birth  of  the  Prince  to  his 
attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  conceived  that  the  Commiflioncrs 
to  be  appointed  by  the  bill  muft  have  powers  to  inquire  into  debts 
due  to  the  Prince,  as  well  as  into  debts  due  by  him,  and  that  it  would 
be  their  duty  to  inquire  into  this  mitter,  and  fuc  fur  the  recovery  of 
the  money  if  neccffary.    He  wiftied  to  fee  royal  rcfources  applied  to 
the  relie  f  of  royal  embarraffments. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  thought,,  that  as  it  was  intended 
to  eftablifli  a  commiflion  armed  witl\  parliamentary  powers,  and 
that  every  creditor  would  be  obliged  to  prove  his  claim  upon  oad), 
there  would  be  many  perfons  who  would  not  fubmit  tlieir  claims  to 
inveftigation  at  all ;  and  thofe  of  a  great  many  more  wouUl  be  found 
replete  with  extortion.  This  would  reduce  the  fum  to  be  paid  \  and 
it  was  for' the  honour  of  the  nation  as  well  as  the  Prince,  that  he 
fhould  be  left  unincumbered.  A  great  deal  of  cenfure  had  fallen  from 
gentlemen  on  his  Royal  Highncfs,  which  he  thought  neither  hand- 
fome  nor  liberal ;  his  propofed  retirement  would  fct  his  charader  in 
the  faireft  light,  and  render  him  popular  with  the  people.  lo  the 
higher  circles  of  life,  the  Prince  was  allowed  to  be  the  firft  gende^ 
man  in  the  nation.  When  thofe  amiable  manners  were  adorned  1^ 
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Ac  virtues  which  would  be  nouri{hcd  in  retirement,  the  ]?ublic  would 
have  the  feireft  profpedl  In  the  reign  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  when, 
in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  much-beloved  King,  he  fhould  come 
to  the  Throne  of  thefe  realms. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  faid,  he  had  been  told,  that  the 
Prince  intended  making  fuch  an  arrangement  as  was  now  propofcd, 
before  any  application  was  made  to  Parliament.—— He  was  per- 
fuaded  that  the  King  did  not  come  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  Prince 
bccaufc  he  had  -not  the  means  ;  but  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall  ought  to  be  inquired  into,  that  juflice  might  be  done  to  all 
parties. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  recommended  the  Houfc  par- 
ticularly to  regard  the  high  fituation  of  the  illuftrious  perfonage  whofe 
intereft  and  character  they  were  difcufling,  and  he  trufted  that  none 
of  them  would  forget,  that  if  they  did  not  pay  due  rcfpeS  and  at- 
tention to  them,  the  intcrefts  and  chara6lers  of  the  Public  would  not 
be  confulted,  with  which  they  were  fo  Intimately  blended.  He 
had  fat  attentively  hitherto,  and  collefted  the  various  opinions  given 
upon  the  occafion,  and  he  fufpefted  it  would  not  be  without  its  ufc 
to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  gentlemen  had  looked  with  that 
precifion  and  accuracy  to  the  delivery  of  their  fentiments  which  they 
ought.  The  great  majority  of  the  Houfe  appeared  divided,  w^hcther 
they  ought  to  augment  the  income  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  by  40,000!* 
or  by  6o,oool.  per  ann.  Surely,  he  faid,  it  did. not  occur,  that 
whatever  fum  was  granted,  if  they  did  not  confent  to  fome  liquida- 
tion of  the  debts,  that  the  law  of  the  land  would  attach  to  the  vote 
of  provilion.  When  they  concurred  in  an  appropriation  of  part  of 
that  provifion  for  the  reduftion  of  the  incumbrances,  they  did  no 
more  than  exercife  the  law  of  the  land  by  anticipation,  in  a  more 
lenient  and  benevolent  degree  ;  for  thus,  by  a  wife  and  benevolent 
decree,  they  eftablifhcd  the  bed  efFefts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  in- 
come and  comfort,  which  would  otherwife  be  torn  to  pieces.  He 
was  forry  that  his  honourable  friend,  who  had  then  left  his  place 
(Mr.  Jckyll)  when  he  fpoke  of  a  temporary  alienation  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall,  did  not  explain  what  he  meant  by  it,  as  well  as  by 
the  fale  of  the  Crown  lands.  According  to  the  reprefentation  of  an 
honourable  Baronet  upon  a  former  evening,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  was  the  eftate  of  the  Prince  of  Walesi, 
whereas  it  was  not  fo,  but  the  cftatc  of  the  King's  cldeft  fon,  an- 
fwcring  the  original  charter.  It  was  a  property  held  in  fucceflion, 
and  not  in  the  regular  cpurfe  of  defcent.  Not  one  ftiilling  can  be 
taken  from  it  beyond  the  value  of  the  tenant's  life  eftate,  and  even 
that  cannot  be  taken  oiit  of  what  the  fale  of  the  inheritance  would 
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pixiduce.    But  fuppofing  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  to  au&oii& 
the  fale  of  the  inheritance,  he  could  not  conceive  that  the  Public 
would  not  thereby  be  emburdcncd  ;  for  as  thefe  revenues  are  in  aid 
of  the  income  of  the  Princes  of  Wales,  that -income  muftbcin- 
creafed,^  if  they  were  alienated.    The  fame  principle  applied  jpdic 
fale  of  the  Crown  lands  ;  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  were 
necedary  for  the  fupport  of  regal  dignity  ;  and  if  the  forefts  were  ca- 
pable of  improvement,  fo  as  to  yield  a. large  revenue  that  might  be 
made  applicable  to  the  fupport  of  the  Monarchy,  it  would  make  it 
unneceffary  for  the  people  to  contribute  an  increafe.     There  was 
another  circumftance  upon  which  he  (hould  have  been  forry  to  have 
troubled  the  Houfe,  if  he  had  not  been  able  to  fpcak  with  fomc 
precifion  upon  it.    He  alluded  to  an  intimation  that  the  revenues  of 
the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  had  not  been  accounted  for  during  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Prince.    He  would  not  prcfume  to  fay  tliat  they  were 
not  to  be  accounted  for,  though  he  apprehended  it  would  be  difficult 
to  fay  they  were.    They  were  held  by  Knight  fervicc,  and  the  te- 
nure was  not  fubjedl  to  the  a£l  of  Charles  II.  he  conceived,  although 
that  aft  had  been  ratified  by  Parliament.    That  the  King  was  noc 
to  be  accountable  might  be  fpccitied  in  ten  or  twelve  inftances,  lincc 
the  poffeflion  of  it  had  been  given  at  every  period  of  the  age  of  the 
inheritor,  from  two  to  fcventccn,  nor  was  the  delivery  made  at  all 
times  to  the  fon  but  as  a  fiduciary,  in  which  cafes  alfo  it  appeaitd, 
accounts  had  not  been  rendered.    Guardians  were  of  two  fpecics : 
Guardians  in  Soccage  and  Guardians  in  Chivalry.    Guardians  ifl 
Soccage  were  fubje<a^  to  all  the  conditions  of  the  adl  of  Charles  II. 
and  muft  render  to  the  Ward  a  true  delivery  of  their  adminiihration; 
but  Guardians  in  Chivalry  arc  not  fo  reftriftcd,  Jbut  hold  the  fee  by 
the  original  cftabliftiment  \  from  which  he  was  inclined  to  think  tliat 
the  Dutchy  muft  be  held  by  the  Crown  during  the  minority  of  die 
Prince,  without  account.    But  if  the  revenue, , during  that  period, 
was  the  property  of  the  Prince,  it  was  the  property  of  his  creditors ; 
by  the  law  of  the  land  the  King  might  be  fued,  and  the  trial  of  a 
finglc  cafe  would  determine  the  whole.    If  the  money  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  general  purpofes  of  the  Civil  Lift,  it  had  been  applied 
to  the  public  fervice,  and  "the  Public,  not  the  King,  muft  refund. 
He  faw  no  bene6t  that  would  arife  from  charging  the  contingent 
burden  upon  the  Civil  Lift  in  tlie  firft  inftance.    But  whether  the 
charge  was  to  fall  upon  the  civil  lift  or  the  confolidated  fund,  was 
the  queftion  hereafter  to  be  confidercd  ;  and  whenever  it  (hould  arifc, 
he  undertook  to  meet  it  with  firmnefs,  and  fee  whether  the  civil  lift 
would  admit  of  a  redudlbn,  or  the  Public  were  more  able  to  grant 
it  in  the  firft  contingency* 
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Mr.  SHERIDXN  faid,  that  as  he  found  it  impofliblc  for  him 
to  vote  a  (hilling,  nay  the  weight  of  a  hair,  of  the  public  money,  for 
the  payment  of  the  Prince's  debts,  he  muft  make  his  ftand  againft 
tfiat  propofal ;  at  the  fanx©  time,  he  could  not  agree  with  the  plans 
fuggeftcd  by  his  honourable  friend,  for  the  fale  of  Cornwall  or  the 
fbreft  lands.  Thofe  plans  he  much  difapproved  of ;  and,  indeed,  * 
it  was  evident,  ^  the  honourable  gendeman  had  only  propofed  theiu 
from  the  embarrafling  fituation  in  which  the  Houfe  and  the  nation 
were  thrown.  The  difcuflion  of  thcfe  debts  was  painful  j  but  he 
would  meet  the  queft ion  manfully,  becaufe  the  character  of  the  heir 
apparent  was  innmatcly  connected  with  the  public  fame ;  becaufe 
his  honour,  his  comfort,  and  his  dignit}^,  made  part  of  the  nation's 
wealth,  and  he  was  intcrwo\xn  in  the  conftitution  of  the  countr)'.  - 
He  had  no  objeclion  to  the  fale  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  but  he 
could  not  agree  to  have  all  the  money  arifing  fn)m  fuch  fale  applied 
to  pay  the  Prince's  debts.  The  Duke  of  York  had  a  contingent 
property,  and  all  fubfequent  Princes  would  be  injured  ;  but  if  the 
Dutchy  was  fold,  and  an  equivalent  to  the  Prince's  life  cftatc  only 
af^lied,  he  felt  himfelf  fo  far  from  objecting,  that  he  thought  the 
fale  would  be  attended  with  many  advantages.  The  greateft  part 
of  the  value  of  the  revenues  were  fwal lowed  up  in  the  colledion ;  it 
anfwcrcd  the  purpofes  of  jobbing  and  Court  influence.  The  Dutchj> 
though  nominally  of  Cornwall,  was  ridiculou(]y  fplit  and  difperfed ; 
wc  have  Cornwall  in  Coventry,  in  Lambeth,  and  in  Weftminfter ; 
and,  as  a  propert}%  it  could  not  poflibly  be  lefs  beneficial  or  produc-  ^  - 
tive  in  any  oriier  (hapc  or  figure.  The  plan  however  v»hich  he 
fliould  propofc  would  be  of  a  different  nature  ;  but  he  afliired  the 
Houfe,  that  no  confideration  of  paying  his  CoUrt  to  any  body  had 
influenced  him  to  devife  it ;  but  to  that  he  would  more  particularly 
come  by  and  bye.  He  would  not  wi(h  to  prcfs  on  the  civil  lift :  he 
had  always  been  an  enemy  to  its  being  for  life ;  and  had  always 
held,  that  the  real  aqid  true  control  of  die  purfe  would  be,  to  Vote 
the  civil  lift  annually ;  then  would  the  Houfe  conftantly  confidcr 
the  exigencies,  and  give  what  ftiould  be  found  neceflary.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  would  then  have  the  means  of  withholding 
the  falaries  of  Minifters,  if  they  difapproved  of  their  condu£t, 
inftcad  of  the  vain  claim  of  withholding  the  fupplies,  which  they 
Juxcw  they  could  not  enforce  without  injuring  the  public  fcrvice,'and 
diftrcfling  the  public  creditor.  The  Commiflioners  to  be  appointed 
by  the  bill,  ought  to  have  the  power  of  inquiring  into  the  Prince's 
right  to  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  during  his  mino- 
rity. If  his  right  (hould  appear,  and  even  i&the  money  fliould  be 
to  be  refunded  by  the  Public,  the  difference  w  ould  be,  that  of  the 
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Prince's  being  folvent  or  infolvcnt.   In  voting  1 25,000!.  a  year  for 
the  Prince's  eftablifliment,  were  not  gentlemen  confcious  that  Acy 
were  voting  25,000!.  a  year  for  the  liquidation  of  debts,  while  tlwy 
profcffcd  to  be  doing  no  fuch  thing  ?  To  vote  more  tlian  ioo,oooL 
a  year,  was  laying  down  the  prodigal  principle,  that  every  future 
Prince  of  Wales,  no  matter  under  what  circumftanccs,  was  to  have 
an  (equal  income  with  that  now  voted.    The  Minlftcr  wlio  propo- 
fed  it  was  not  confiftent  with  hirnfelf ;  for  he  had  formerly  thought 
60,000!.  riot  only  fufficient,  but  ample.  Would  any  man  contend, 
tiiat  the  Prince's  marriage  called  for  an  addition  to  his  income  of 
more  than  double  r — That  the  Priliccfs  of  Wales,  for  whom,  in 
cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Prince,  50,000!.  was  thought  fufficient  to 
maintain  an  entire  eftablifhmcnt,  would  occa(k>n  an  increafe  of  ex- 
pence  to  an  cxifting  cftabliHuricnt  of  65,000!.  a  year  ?  He  thought 
tlie  Prince's  debts  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  the  firft  inftance ;  but 
he  rtioi^ld  oppofe  taking  any  thing  from  the  finking  fund,  immedi- 
ately or  contingently,  for  that  purpofe,  till  he  had  taken  the  fcnfcof 
the  Houfe  upon  a  plan  he  meant  to  fuggeft.'  The  Miniftcr  would 
have  confulted  both  the  King's  honour  and  his  own,  if  when  the 
marriage  of  his  Royal  Highnefs'w^as  propofed,  he  had  faid  that  he 
would  not  bring  down  a  mclTagc  calling  upon  the  Houfe  for  money, 
unlefs  His  Majefty  would  fet  the  example,  and  be  the  firft  to  bear 
a  part  of  the  burden.  Little  delicacy  had  been  obferved  with  rcfpeS 
to  the  Prince,  and  as  little  ought  to  be  obferved  in  reprefenting  the 
truth  to  His  IVfajefty,  which  his  Minifters  had  neglefted  to  lajr  be- 
fore him.    Was  it  honeft,  was  it  loyal,  to  keep  lurking  in  their 
minds  a  difapprobation  of  His  Majefty's  conduft,  without  fubmit- 
ting  to  his  confideration  what  they  wi(hed  to  do  ?  It  was  rfie  duty  of 
Minifters  to  have  done  this  in  the  firft  inftance,  but  as  they  had  not 
done  fo,  it  became  the  duty  of  Parliament.   Their  advice  intimated 
to  the  Prince  had  produced  an  effed  honourable  to  his  charaflcfi 
and  there  was  no  rcafon  to  fuppofe  that  His  Majefty  would  pay  lc6 
attention  to  it.    If  the  worft  of  Jacobins  had  devifed  sr  plan  for 
difgracing  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  diihonouring  the  Crown,  it 
would  have  been  fuch  a  plan  as  Minifters  had  brou^it  fon^ard. 
Were  the  cKpcnces  incurred  by  the  Prince  fo  very  unpardonable? 
His  Majefty  poffcffed  many  great  and  good  qualities  ;  but  on  the 
fubjed  of  expence,  or  of  keeping  promifcs  with  the  Public,  would 
the  Prince  fufFer  by  comparifon  with  His  Majefty  ?  [Mr.  Pitt  called 
to  order.]    Mr.  Sheridan  faid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  lik- 
ened with  pleafure  to  the  juft  praifes  beftowed  upon  His  Majefty> 
becaufc  he  took  them  all  to  Wmfelf.    He  did  not  mean  to  defraud 
him  of  the  other  part,  for  when  he  fpoke  of  His  Majcfty's  apcnccs 
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and  breach  of  promlfe  with  the  Public,  he  imputed  all  the  blame 
to  his  Minifters,    On  His  Majefty's  acceflfion  the  civil  lift  was  fet- 
tled at  8oo,oool.  a  year,  which  was  then  thought  fo  ample  that 
Parliament  was  affured  from  the  Throne,  that  the  civil  lift  Ihould 
not  be  fufFered  to  run  into  arrear.    Since  that  affurance,  debt  of 
the  civil  lift  had  been  paid  to  an  amount,  which  at  compound  in- 
tcreft  would  make  nearly  fcven  millions.    The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  the  c:\rly  part  of  his  adminiflration,  affured  th© 
Houfc  that  no  more  debt  (Iiould  be  Tuffcrcd  to  accrue  upon  the  civil 
liu,  and  fix>n  after,  in  violation  of  his  promifc,  and  in  violation  of 
the  act  of  Parliament,  whic'  i  directed  that  Minifters  (hould  not  re- 
ceive their  fnlarics  till  the  oilier  claims  .u^xm  the  civil  lift  were  dif- 
cliarojcd,  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  pay  a  new  debt.    When  an 
eftabiiftimcnt  for  tiie  Prince  of  Wnks  was  firft  propofed,  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  now  one  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  his  then 
colleagues  in  ofiicc,  were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  ioo,oool. 
Kis  Majcfty  thought  otherv*ifc,  and  it  was  fettled  at  50,000!.  He 
had  foon  after  opportunities  of  feeing  the  Prince's  cmbarraffmcnts 
from  the  narrownefs  of  his  income,  and  the  feelings  to  which  thofe 
cmbarraffmcnts  gave  rife.    Although  holding  no  official  fituation 
about  his  Royal  Highncfs,  the  Prince  honoured  him  with  his  confi- 
dence, and  often  afkcd  liis  advice,  chiefly  from  the  knowledge  of  • 
his  fixed  determination  to  accept  of  no  obligation  of  any  kind  what- 
ever.   It  wT*s  not  his  cuftom  to  anfwer  calumnies,  many  of  which 
he  had  fuffcrcd  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  but  he  now  declared,  in  the  face  # 
of  the  Houfe  and  of  tl)e  countr}%  that  he  never  received  from  the 
Prince  of  Wales  fo  much  as  the  prefcnt  of  a  horfe  or  of  a  pi6lure. 
Lately  he  had  feen  his  Royal  1  lighnefs  but  fcldom,  from  circum-  ' 
ftanccs,  ^liich,  altiiough  it  had  always  been  his  opinion  that  a 
Prince  of  Wales  ouglit  to  adopt  no  party  in  politics,  it  was  unnecef- 
lary  to  explain  ;  but  on  tliat  very  account,  he  was  the  more  dcfirous 
of  doing  juftice  to  the  Prince,  efpecially,  when  he  faw  a  difpofition 
to  place  every  part  of  his  conduct  in  the  moft  odious  point  of  view. 
Let  gentlemen  recoUeiS^,  what  was  paid  for  the  Prince  in  IT^J* 
It  was  i6o,oool.  of  this  60, cool,  was  for  Carlton  Houfe,  and 
8o|00ol.  more  was  voted  to  complete  the  building.    A  fufpicion 
airofe,  that  this  money  was  not  applied  to  the  purpofe  for  which  k 
was  voted  ;  but  upon  inveftigation  by  a  Committee,  it  was  found  to 
be  faithfully  applied.   Take  all  the  money  he  had  got  from  the  date 
of  his  fiift  eftal^liftiment  to  the  prcfent  day,  and  it  would  be  found 
not  to  exceed  75,000!.  ayear,  25,000!.  a  year  lefs  than  Minifters 
originally  thought  liis  eftablifhment  ought  to  be.  In  1787,  a  pledge 
was  given  to  the  Houfe,  that  no  more  debts  (hould  be  contracted* 
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6o,oool.  and  die  Queen  received  5o»oool.  for  her  eftablifhmcnt, 
all  their  Majeftiqs'  houfcs  and  villas  were  now  finiflicd,  and  they  had 
no  expcnces  to  incur  in  the  way  of  paraphernalia.    The  firft  and 
moft  natural  feeling  of  a  parent  would  be,  to  make  fon^e  facrificc  to 
retrieve  the  imprudenceof  a  fon.  He  (hould  therefore  cxped  10,0  col. 
a  year  from  His  Majcfty's  privy  purfe,  and  5000L  a  year  from  the 
Queen's  c(labli(hment ;  for  the  remaining  i  o,oool.  a  year,  he  would  i 
look  to  thofe  places  and  finccuresy  which  neither  added  dignity  to 
the  Crown,  nor  were  calculated  to  afford  it  fupport.    He  would 
juft  inftance  tjie  place  of  Teller  of  the  Exchequer,  which  produces 
between  1 8  and  2o,oool.  a  year ;  and  is  thus  indeed  peculiarly  cir- 
cumftanced,  and  unhappily  for  this  country,  that  it  is  the  more  pro- 
dudive  as  the  burdens  of  the  people  inereafe ;  that  he  is  ric^  in 
proportion  as  the  people  are  poor ;  and  certainly,  from  the  public 
fpirit  of  the  Marquis,  he  would  make  any  facrifice  in  a  general  ar-  - 
rangement  which  would  be  found  to  tend  to  public  advantage.  For 
the  finking  fund  he  would  not  take  away  any  gentleman's  finecurc 
place,  but  appoint  a  Committee  as  Trul^ees,  in  whom  might  be 
placed  the  revenues  of  ufclcfs  offices,  which,  after  the  death  of  the 
prefent  holders,  and  as  they  fell,  (hould  be  gradually  applied  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  principal.    When  they  (hould  be  all  paid  off,  it  would 
be  of  fervice  to  our  pofterity,  who  would  look  back  with  exultation 
and  gratitude  for  our  arrangement,  and  .with  wonder  that  fuch  places 
ever  exifted.  This  would  be  the  way  to  make  our  Conftitution  (h-  I 
bic ;  to  prevent  the  wild  fyftem  of  Jacobinifm  from  undermining  or  j 
overturning  it.    Whilft  we  are  fpilling  our  blood  and  wafting  our 
treafure,  in  fupport  of  theoretical  fyftems  of  continental  monarchy, 
this  may  be  a  rational  refource,  and  prove  that  monarchy,  or  thc^e  { 
employed  under  it,   will  (hew  examples  of  felf  denial,  and  do 
fomething  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  This  would  be  to  add  luihe 
to  the  Crown  ;  unlefs,  indeed,  Minifters  may  think  that  it  (hincs 
with  additional  luflre  in  proportion  to  the  g}oom  that  furrounds  it, 
and  that  a  King  is  magnificent  as  his  fubjedts  become  miferabk. 
For  his  part  he  felt  himfelf  a  (launch  fidend  to  the  Briti(h  Conftitu- 
tion ;  he  furvcyed  it  with  a  rational  afFe(3ion,  but  was  no  friend  to 
its  abufes.    There  was  one  clafs  <who  loved  our  ConfHtution,  but 
did  not  love  its  abufes  :  a  fecond  clafs  loved  it  with  all  its  abufes: 
and  there  wa^  a  third  clafs — a  large  interefted  party,  anoongft  which 
be  placed  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  who  loved  it  for  nothing  elfe  but 
its  abufes.    But  let  tliat  Houfe,  thQ  beft  part  of  our  Conftitution, 
coniider  its  own  honour  and  cliarader ;  let  all  parties,  as  well  thofe 
Ivhq  were  gorged  with  fineture  offices,  as  thofe  who  had  none,  have 
a  conteft  who  (Ij^ll  be  moft  eager  to  dcftroy  them^^^  b^&b^^^ 
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taffmcnts  ;  that  the  only  courTe  he  could  purfue  with  honour,  was 
to  retire  fiorn  public  life  for  a  time,  and  appropriate  the  greater  part 
of  his  inconic  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts.  This  plan  was  agreed 
upon  in  the  autumn  of  1792.  Why,  it  might  be  aflced,  was  it 
Hot  carried  into  cffeft  ?  About  that  period,  his  Tftoyal  Highiiefs  be* 
gan  to  receive  unfoliclted  advice  from  another  quarter.  He  was  told 
by  Lord  Loughborough,  both  in  words  and  iij  Writing,  that  the 
plan  favoured  too  mueh  of  the  advice  given  to  M.  Egalite,  and  he 
could  gucfs  from  what  quarter  it  came.  For  his  own  part,  he  wa» 
then  of  opinion,  that  to  have  avoided  meddling  in  the  great  political 
queftions  which  were  then  coming  to  be  difcuffcd,  and  to  have  put 
-fais  aflfairs  in  a  traiii  of  adjuftmertt,  would  hjcve  better  become  his 
high  ftatiort,  and  tended  more  to  fecure  public  refpe<a  to  it  than  the 
pagdantry  of  State  liveries.  [Mr.  RoUe  called  to  order] — After  fomc 
paufe,  thp  Houfe  called  to  Mr.  Sheridan  to  go  on.  "  I  am  not 
furprifcd/'  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  "  at  the  honourable  gentleman  s 
-calling  mc'to  order ;  I  (hould  have  been  furprifed  if  he  liad  given 
a  reafon  for  it."— Thefe  plans  were  foon  after  given  up ;  which  he 
could  not  enough  lament,  as  by  adopting 'them,  his  Royal  Highncfe 
infght  have  been,  in  point  of  popularity  as  in  rank,  the  fecond  man 
in  the  kingdom.  By  the  plan  now  propofed,  the  Prince  has  not  the 
grace  of  fuggefting  either  the  retrenchments,  or  the  checks  upon  his 
future  conduft.  His  paft  mifconduA  was  exhibited  in  the  harfheft 
point  of  view ;  he  was  fet  in  a  gilded  pillory ;  fent  to  do  public  pen- 
nance  in  an  embroidered  fheet.  He  was  left  in  poflGrffion  of  too 
much  income  to  exempt  him  fnjm  envy,  and  too  little  to  exempt 
him  from  fcom.  To  pay  the  debts,  fomething  ought  to  be  giveii 
by  the  King.  There  were  debts  due  to  honeft  tradefmcn,  to  which 
no  exception  could  be  taken,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  poftponei 
to  a  diftant  period.  There  were  on  the  eftablifhment  gentlemen  of 
hunour,  whofc  falarics  were  fourteen  quarters  in  a**rear ;  and  to  fome 
of  them  It  muft  be  a  great  inconvenience  not  to  be  paid.  The  dcbtsf 
ought  thcrclbre  to  be  divided  into  two  parts,  and  thofe  of  the  de- 
f<rriptions  above-mentioned  AMchaiiged  immediately.  Carlton  Houfc 
being  made  the  property  of  the  Public  for' ever,  the  Public  ought 
to  pay  the  expence  of  rebuilding  it.  This  would  reduce  the  debts 
to  5oo,oooL  To  pay  the  Intereft  of  diis  at  five  j)ercent.  would 
fequire  25,0001.  For  Aishe  did  not  mean  to  apply  to  (he  civil 
lift,  which  might  now  be  almoft  confidered  as  indentified  with  the 
confoHdated  fund.  In  the  laft  reign,  the  fum  appropriated  to  the 
Privy  Purfe  was  36,-0001.  a  year.  In  the  beginning  of  the  preknt^ 
It  was  48,0001.  In*i777,  when  the  debts  of  the  civil  lift  were* 
paid,  and  ioo,oool.  a  year  added  to  it,  the  Privy  Puffe  was  mdc 
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this  pofuive  affcrtion  he  had  but  one  ihort  anfwcrto  make— die 
mcflage  was  rpad  over  to  hi§  Royal  Highnefs  before  it  was  delivered 
in  Parliament,  and  no  ^objcc^ion  was  ftated  to  it.  He  was  furc  it 
would  not  be  faid  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  unacquainted  widi 
the  force  of  the  Englifh  language,  and  therefore  it  was  to  him  a 
matter  of  great  fuxprife  that  his  Highnefs  ftiould  be  ignorant  of  its 
contents.  However,  taking  it  for  granted  that  tlie  Prince  was  per- 
fc(5\ly  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  that  meffagc,  he  (Mr.  Dundas) 
could  not  avoid  thinking  that  the  language  which  had  been  ufed  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  the  fubject,  was  rathcf  too  harfli, 
It  had  been  faid  that  the  Prince  haying  again  contrafled  a  debt, 
was  a  proof  that  he  had  broken  the  pledge  wbich  he  had  xip^n  the 
former  occafion  given  to  the  Houfc.  When  gentlemen  fpoke  of  his 
Highnefs  having  broken  his  pledge,  did.  they  fuppofc  that  he  ha4 
ponfidered  and  forefeen  the  confequcnccs  of  every  ilepthathe  teok, 
pr  that  he  was  in  fa(S  aware  of  the  expenccs  he  was  jDcurring? 
The  contrary  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  ftd  ;  and,  although  there 
might  be  much  to  lament  in  the  cohdqd  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs, he  did  not  think  it  juftjfied  the  very  fevcrc  obfcrvationi 
which  had  bec(i  ufed.  Every  gentleman  who  had  fpokcn,  had  in- 
ferred the  neceffity  .of  difcufling  this  fubjedt  with  temper ;  he  (houl4 
endeavour  to  follow  that  advic^,  and  would  advert  to  the  plan  pRV 
pofcd  in  the  fpcpch,  and  that  fuggcftcd  in  the  motion  of  the  ho- 
nouraWe  gentleman.  He  had  made  this  difthi<9ion,  becaufc  the 
two  plans  differed  mofl  eflentially  from  each  other,  and  both  of 
them  certainly  were  extremely  different  from  that  fuggefted  by  his 
right  honourable  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  ob- 
je<fl  which  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had  in  coiUemplation  was,  ID 
<:ffc£l  the.  difcharge  of  the  Prince's  debts  with  as  little  burden  ami 
lifque  as  pofiible  to  the  people.  The  plan  propofed,  in  his  opiiiiot\| 
attained  this  end.  The  Houfe  would  recoiled^,  that  according  to 
the  mode  fugnjciied  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Public 
were  only  refponfible  contingently  upon  the  Prince*?  demife ;  rf 
courfe,  fymc  degree  of  rifk  was  run  by  the  Public ;  but  he  wiflied 
the  Houfc  to  compare  the  rifk  on  the  one  hand  with  tlic  advantage 
pn  the  other.  From  the  circumftanec  of  the  Public  guaranteeiff 
the  payment  of  the  debts  in  cafe  of  his  Highnefs  3  dea^i)  the  cre- 
ditors had  been  induced  to  accede  to  this  . plan  of  payment ;  this  was 
a  confiderable  point  gained,  and  the  tiik  w-as  qertainly  fmall— But 
inftead  of  having  the  public  fecurity,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
wiftied  to  fubftitutc  that  of  the  civil  lift.  I  n  the  firft  place^  he  wiflwd  • 
t  >  obferve,  that  the  civil  lid  was  never  confidercd  by  any  means  H 
good  a  fecurity  as  the  PiibUc^^  and  the  crcditep,i^(g^^  t4S' 
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if  they  had  no  other  fccurity  for  their  money— -Bat  if  at  prefcnt  tho 
Public  did  not  approve  of  the  civil  lift  as  a  fccurity,  how  much  lefs 
fo  muft  they  confider  it,  if  the  plan  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  adopted,  and  the  civil  lift  was  voted  annually  r    He  had  been 
fo  much  accuftomed  of  late  to  hear  new  and  extraordinary  dodhincs, 
that  he  was  not  now  much  aftoniftied  at  them  ;  but  he  was  a  little 
furprifed  to  hear  it  ftated,  that  the  Kuig's  civil  lift  (hould  be  voted 
annually.     This  was  a  propofition  that  went  fo  far  beyond  even  the 
wildcft  plan  of  refprm  that  he  had  ever  heard  fuggcftcd  in  that 
Houfc,    that  he  could  not  fuppofe  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
fcrious  ;  but  if  he  was,  he  was  fure  the  Houfe  w^uld  not  fuffcr  their  - 
judgement  to  be  biaffed  by  fuch  an  argument.    But  for  the  fake  of 
the  argument,  he  would  fuppofe,  that  it  was  a  permanent  fund  : 
flill  it  could  not  be  applied  to  .this  purpofe.    The  civil  lift  was 
granted  to  the  Crown,  in  lieu  of  the  landed  property  they  formerly 
poffcffcd  ;  and  this  ch^^gc  was  confidcrcd  as  a  favourable  one  to 
tlie  Conftitution.    But  the  Houfe  would  recoiled,  that  the  fum 
voted  for  the  civil  lift  was  diftributed  under  various  heads  of  fer-  • 
vice,  and  under  the  controul  of  different  officers ;  and  he  would 
venture  to  affert,  that  the  annual  aniount  of  the  civil  lift  was  not 
more  than  adequate  to  the  purpofes  to  which  it  was  applied.    But  it 
had  been  afferted  that  His  Majefty  ought  to  contribute  foraething 
to  the  payment  of  the  Prince's  debts.    He  had  heard  this  idea  in- 
fmuated  before,  but  never  fo  fully  ftated.    He  thought  the  ho« 
nourable  gentleman  had  not  coniidered  this  point  with  his  ufual  ac- 
curacy, or  he  would  never  have  prcffed  this  argument,  for'  it  was 
clear  that  His  Majefty  was  lefs  called  upon  to  provide  for  his  eldcft 
fon  than  any  other  part  of  his  family,  becaufe  the  Prince  was  con- 
fidered  in  fomc  degree  as  the  property  of  the  Public ;  he  was  pecu- 
liarly under  the  care  of  Parliament^  and  of  courfe  had  lefs  right 
than  any  other  part  of  the  Royal  Family  to  expeft  this  extraordinary 
^id.    His  Majefty  had  a  numerous  ifamily,  many  of  whom  had 
received  no  »eftabHfhmeftt  from,  the  public,  and  whom  therefore 
His  Majefty  was  obliged  to  provide  for ;  nothing  therefore  could 
be  more  unreafonable^than  the  propofition  of  the  honourable  gcn- 
tkman,  '  With  r^pedt  to  taking  a  part  of  the  Queens  private 
purfe  to  pay  the  Prince's  debts,  Mr,  Dundas  faid,  he  would  not 
'Appeal  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe  to  rejcA  the  propofal,  he 
would  appeal  only  to  their  tafte ;  it  was  i  kind  of  propofition  which 
could  not  properly  be  argued.    Her  Majefty  had  50,0001.  a  year 
allowed  her  for  her  own  expcpces  and  for  the  Prince(fes,  and  yet 
5>^ool.  was  to  be  picked  out  of  Her  Majefty's  private  purfe  for  a 
i^^'^l^ji  ai)d  in  whaf  ip^^V^ct  the  honourable  gentleman  could  beft. 
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fuggcft.    The  other  plan  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was,  to  abo-  j 
liih  finecure  places.    This  was  a  propofal  fo  frequently  made,  that 
he  ftiould  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  making  many  oh* 
fcrvations  upon  it  on  this  occafion.    If  any  places  of  this  dcfcription  1 
cxifted,  why  not  move  to  abolifli  them  ?    But  it  was  fomething  cu- 
rious to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  objcdt  to  any  burdens  upon  > 
the  people  for  the  purpofc  of  paying  the  debts,    and  immediately 
propofc  to  appropriate  the  falarics  of  finecure  places  to  that  objcd; 
this  was  fo  palpable  a  fiillacy  that. he  would  not  attempt  to  aiguc  it. 
Before  he  fat  down,  he  begged  leave  to  exprefs  a  wifli,  that  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  perliftcd  in  his  ideas  upon  this  fubjc6t,  that 
he  would  fpcak  of  the  illuftrious  pcrfonages  on  the  throne  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner ;  the  kind  of  obfervations  which  had  been  made  were 
not,  in  his  opinion,  calculated  for  that  Houfe,  and  he  was  fuxt  j 
they  could  not  be  attended  with  any  ^ood  cffcft.     In  fpcaking  of 
His  ^ajcfty's  Minifters,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  certainly 
isi  right  to  indulge  all  his  talent  for  fatire  and  invcflirc  ;  but  when 
'  carried  to  another  quarter,  it  was  very  improper. 

Mr.  BANKES  faid,  he  wifncd  to  give  a  diredl  negative  to  die 
original  motion,  but  did  not  agree  in  the  amendment  prcpofcd  br 
the  honourable  gentleman ;  the  claims  of  the  creditors  he  did  not 
confidcr  as  the  moft  material  part  of  this  important  fubjcdl.  Parli- 
ament would  be  guilty,  widi  rcfpedl  to  the  Public,  were  they  to  vote 
away  the  fum  of  money  called  for  ©n  fuch  grounds ;  he  would  vote, 
a?  he  had  formerly  done,  againft  fo  l^rgc  an  income  being  given  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales.    He  thought  the  creditors  of  the  prefent  day 
were  very  different  from  the  creditors  of  the  year  1787  ;  then  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  Prince's  real  fuuation  ;  but  after  the  mcih^c 
which  was  then  delivered  to  Parliament,  thofe  who  gave  him  credit 
ought  to  know,  and,  confequently,  to  take  the  rifk.    Upon  every  | 
view  of  the  fubjcdl,  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
aft  with  (leadinefs,  as  wejl  for  their  own  fakes,  as  for  the  cha- 
rafter  ©f  monarchy,  which  was  deeply  involved  in  the  prcfent  quef- 
tfon,  and  for  the  general  fafety  of  the  Conftitutzon  and  the  happincfs 
of  the  people.    "  ^ 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  certainly  could  not  agree  in  the  amendment 
moved,  by  his  honourable  friend ;  but  he  muft  fay,  that  in  the 
fpcech  which  prefaced  that  motion,  he  had  heard  as  much  good  I 
and  ftrong  fcnfc  fpoken  as  ever  was  uttered  in  that  Houfe,  and  par- 
ticularly upon  that  point  which  feemcd  fo  obnoxious  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  over  the  way— -the  propriety  of  granting  any 
afliftance  from  the  civil  lift.  He  thought,  with  the  right  honour- 
able ^tlcman,  that  it  was  better  to  give  tlw  ^ivU  lift  to  the  Kin; 
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for  Wkf  than  annually,  as ,  his  hononrable  friend  had  wi(hed  it. 
But  he  could  not  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that 
the  King  (hould  not  come  forward  upon  this  occafion,  becaufe  the 
debts  were  ccntrad^cd  without  his  knowledge,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  his  control.  For  if  tliis  reafon  applied  to  the  King,  it  furely 
more  forcibly  applied  to  the  Public,  who  certainly  had  nd  fort  of 
control  over  the  Printe's  cxpences,  nor  any  knowledge  how  they 
were  contraflcd.  With  regard  to  the  mcflage  from  the  King  on 
this  fubjedl,  was  there  any  man  in  the  Houfe  who  did  not  know 
that  if  his  Royal  Highnefs's  marriage  had  not  taken  place,  no  fuch 
meiTage  would  have  been  heard  of?  It  was  therefore  obvious  that 
Miniilcrs  approved  of  that  marriage,  which  he  had  not  the  leaft 
doubt  would  eventually  prove  a  moft  happy  event  for  the  country ; 
and  was  it  not  then  their  duty  to  have  prevented  any  fuch  applica- 
tion as  this  coming  to  the  Houfe  r  The  Prince  ought  not  to  be  ac- 
cufed  of  breach  of  promife ;  he  did  not  believe  that  he  had  got  into 
this  dilemma  intentionally,  but  Minifters  were  much  to  blame  for 
the  bad  advice  they  had  given  both  to  His  Majefty  and  to  the  Prince. 
It  muft  always  be  an  unpleafant  thing  to  lay  new  burdens  on  the 
people  for  the  Royal  Family.  What  had  happened  in  a  former 
reign  had  (hewn  the  impolicy  of  fuch  flops ;  and  they  muft  be  par- 
ticularly obnoxious  now.  He  denied  that  the  dodrines  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend  were  new  ?  they  were  the  fame  as  he  had  held,  and 
often  before  mentioned  in  that  Houfe,  fincc  he  firft  fat  in  it.  He 
knew  that  there  were  fome  who  did  not  advifc  any  redudion  of  ex- 
pence  in  the.  Prince's  eftabliflimcnts  ;  but  they  were  not  his  friends : 
and  as  to  the  King's  expences,  he  always  had  thought  they  ought 
to  be  accommodated  to  the  civil  lifl,  inflead  of  the  civil  being 
accommodated  to  them.  He  contended,,  that  the  Opinion  of  the 
country  was  with  him  in  aflicrting,  that,  if  the  King  had  honc!(^ 
Miniflers  about  him,  they  would  have  advifcd  him,  for  his  own 
fake— for  the  Prince's,  and  the  country's,  to  have  come  forward. 
At  an  early  period  the  creditors  ought  to  have  been  called  together, 
and  fome  means  attempted  to  fatisfy  them  :  if  it  could  not  have  been 
done,  dien  it  was  time  to  come  to  Parliament.  He  touched  upon 
the  alluiions  made  at  diiFcrcnt  times  to  the  Prince's  being  connected 
with  party  politics,  in  oppofition,  as  it  was  called,  to  Government 
becaufe  he  happened,  for  the  time,  to  agree  with  thofe  'who  gene-, 
yally  oppofed  Minifters.  He  thought  the  new  advifersof  the  Prince 
had  not  increafed  his  popularity ;  and  believed,  that  his  own  wifh 
ind  inclination  three  years  ago  was,  to  have  retrenched  his  ex- 
pences, in  order  to  get  into  fome  probable  -  train  of  paying  his 
dpbtX^^  hut  it  was/i^ipeded,  and  he^  for  one,  was  now  ccrtaio^of 
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it,  that  very  difrercnt  advice  had  been  given  to  him ;  and  that  tbc 
example  of  Monfieur  Egalice  was  held  out,  as  a  warning,  that,  ta 
take  any  ftcps  fuch  as  were  propofcd,  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
cauft  of  monarchy.  He  ftated  his  grounds  for  voting  on  a  former 
ni^it  for  granting  an  income  of  125,000!.  per  annum  to  die 
Prince,  which  were,  becaufc.he  thought  he,  or  any  Prince  of 
Wales,  required  it ;  and  he  would  have  fo  voted  if  he  had  not 
been  a  (ixpence  in  debt.  He  thought  his  honourable  friend  had 
done  well  in  propofing  that  the  civil  lift  fliould  contribute  towanh 
the  payment  of  the  debts,  and  infifted  that  it  was  much  more  con- 
fiftent  with  thofc  old  fafliions  which  the  right  honourable  gendeman 
profeflcd  himfelf  attached  to,  than  the  mode  now  propofcd  by  an  ap- 
plication to  Parliament. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  Princc*J 
character  and  that  of  Adminiftration  fo  far  as  rcfpeScd  the  prcfcnt 
plan.  He  faid,  that  giving  the  Prince  a  large  income  without  pay- 
ing his  debts,  was  putting  him  in  a  worfc  iituation  than  he  now 
was ;  becaufe,  widi  a  larger  income,  there  might  be  greater  induce- 
mant  to  give  credit,  and  more  to  be  made  by  execution  in  feilurc 
of  payments.  He  maintained  it  was  right  td  notice  the  debts  in 
the  meffage ;  and,  if  the  Houfe  did  not  make  fomc  arrangements, 
the  benefit  of  a  laige  income  would  be  loft  to  His  Royal  Highncfs 
by  the  preflure  of  creditors ;  and  the  Princcfs  herfelf  would  be  fub- 
jedt  to  infult.  A  refle<^ion  had  been  thrown  QUt  difrefpedful  td 
his  illuftrious  friend,  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  which  he  could  not 
fuffcr  to  pafs  unnoticed.  His  Lordfliip  had  been  accufed  of  giving 
improper  advice  to  His  Royal  Highncfs,  by  impreffing  on  his  mind 
Ac  fudden  retrenchments  of  L'Egalite,  whofe  condudl  had  tended 
to  difgrace  and  overthrow  the  French  monarchy.  Hcthougjht  diat 
this  refkftion  on  his  illuftrious  friend  yr^s  bodi  illiberal  and  unjuftj 
convinced,  that  whatever  advice  had  been  given  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  by  that  diftinguifiied  perfon  was  founded  on  as  much  political 
integrity  as  that  olFered  by  any  other  gentleman  on  the  oppote 
fide. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  reprobated  the  idea  of  parliamentaiy  interfer- 
rence,  and,  at  the  feme  time,  contended,  that  if  any  payment  was 
made,  it  ftiould  be  from  the  civil  Kft.  In  fuppoft  of  the  proptictf 
of  recuning  to  the  civil  lift,  -  he  moved,  "  That  tJic  meflagc  ftom 
Ae  King,  in  the  year  1721,  might  be  read;"  the  feme  wasac- 
cordingly  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  taHe. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  thou^t  it  was  a  friendly  amend^ 
ment,  and  w^s  in  fubftanccthe  fame  with  die  motion. 

Mr.  GREY  confidered  any  thing  relating  to  tite.payinciit^if  ^ 
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debts  as  art  impofition  of  new  burdens  upon  the  people.  He  meant, 
confiftently  with  his  former  profeffions,  to  declare  that  he  thought 
the  propofition  for'paymcnt  fliould  meet  with  a  dircd  negative.  It 
was  the  only  method,  in  his  opinion,  which  could  defend  the 
Houfe  from  future  applications  of  a  fimilar  nature.  If  he  were  to 
admit  the  propriety  of  difcharging  the  debts,  he  fliould  argue,  thct 
it  would  much  better  be  fixed  on  the  civil  lift.  But  he  lam(fnted, 
that  In  the  progrefs  of  this  bufincfs  the  real  queftion  had  always  been 
aiTumcd.  They  never  had  an  opportunity  of  declaring  their  fenti- 
xnents  upon  it.  He  fliould  ever  confider,  all  voted  above  i  oo,oool. 
per  annum  as  given  for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  and  as  an  addi- 
tional burden  upon  the  people.  Many  gentlemen  having  declared 
they  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  under  a  conviflion  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  difcharge  them  ;  and  though  his  honourable  friend,  and 
he  knew  it  to  be  his  ferttiment,  had  declared  he  voted  for  the  lai^er 
fum  without  fuch  confideration,  yet  he  could  not  from  thence  fay  it 
was  the  fentiment  of  the  Houfe.  When  he  confidered  the  firft 
cftablifliment  called  for  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
himfclf,  which  he  then  ftated  fufficicntly  ample,  he  was  convinced 
that  4.0,0001.  additional,  upon  his  own  reafoning,  muft  bcfufficLsnt 
for  the  purpofe.  Her  Majefty*s  eftablifliment  was  but  50,0001.^ 
it  could  therefore  never  require  65,000!.  addition  for  the  eftablrfli- 
ment  of  a  Princefs  of  Wales.  This  carried  a  convidHon  to  his 
mind,  that  fo  large  an  eftablifliment  was  not  neceffzry,  and  upon 
that  ground  he  took  his  ftand. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  defended  Mr.  Pitt  from  the  chaise  of 
bringing  the  queftion  unfairly  before  the  Hoi;fc.  Though  he  dif- 
fered from*  his  right  honourable  friend  on  the  matter,  yet  he  muft 
do  him  the  juftice  to  fay,  diat  he  had  fpokcn  out  fairly  on  the  fum 
which  ought  to  be  fettled  on  a  Prince  of  Wales. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNH  AM  faid,  it  had  been  imputed  to  him 
that  he  had  aflertcd  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  made  a  declara- 
tion that  he  would  not  incur  any  debt  if  Parliament  complied  with 
the  application  made  in  1787.  What  he  did  fay  was,  that  the 
Prince  declared,  that  if  30  or  even  2o,oool.  a  year  of  additional 
,  income  were  fettled  on  him,  he  would  engage  not  to  incur  debt— i 
but  this  did  not  imply,  that  if  only  io,oool.  of  additional  income 
were  given,  he  could  keep  within  it. 

Mr.  BASTARD  recommended  to  Mr.  Sheridan  to  withdraw 
his  amendroefit. 

.  Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  had  no  objedlion  to  withdraw  his 
amendment,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  might  be  taken  on  the 
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main  qucftton ;  but  he  Ihould  move  it  In  a  drredS  picpofition  aftcr- 

waids. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for 
a  few  wcrds,  with  which  he  would  not  have  troubled  them,  had 
iiDt  Ibmc  obfervations  which  hid  fallen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
provoked  his  reply.    He  had  been  charged  with  not  bringing  for- 
ward this  motion  in  a  fairer  <hape>  by  propofing  at  once  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Prince's  debts.    To  this  he  would  briefly  reply,  diat 
in  IX)  one  (hape  that  it  could  prefcnt  itfclf,  would  it  be  more  qucf- 
tionablc.    The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  bad  fuggclV 
cd  this  mcde  of  proceeding,  in  order  to  sggravate  and  load  it  with 
every  degree  of  odium  with  which  it  cculd  be  burdened  ;  and  from 
this  moiivc  alone  was  he  aflnated  to  call  for  it  in  fuch  a  fliape.  To 
another  obfcrvation  which  had  fallen  from  another  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who  Lad  afted  why  the  Prince's  cftablifliment  fhould 
be  augmented  from  65,000!.  to  125,0001.  a  year,  he  would  but 
remind  the  Houfc  of  the  eftablifliments  which  were  ufually  made 
for  heirs  of  confidcrable  families,  when  advanced  into  a  married 
ftate  ;  and  tlien  it  would  be  difccrned  the  proportion  which  a  Prince 
of  Wales's  cftablifliment  fliould  bear  to  that  which  it  liad  been. — 
He  felt,  on  his  part,  and  moft  feelingly  lamented,  the  full  force  of 
many  objections  which  had  been  prclTed  home  by  gentlemen  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfc,  with  rcfpecl  to  the  breach  of  that 
promifc  which  had  been  pledged  to  Parliament  when  it  had  inter- 
fered in  tin:  Prince's  debts  before.    For  it  was  not  a  queftion  now, 
whether  they  (hould  meafure  the  paft  proceedings  by  the  ftrift  and 
fevcre  rules  of  a  rigid  inquifition,  but  whether  upon  a  feeling  and 
candid  confideration,  they  fliould  make  fuch  a  provifion  for  his  Royal 
Highnefs  and  his  illuftrious  confort,  as  would  be  ncccffary  for  their 
rank,  ftation,  and  dignity  ?  Whether  they  fliould,  under  any  pre- 
tence, deprive  dieir  Royal  Highncfles  of  the  comforts  and  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  or  confer  upon  them  freely,  and  witli  the  gcncroCty 
becoming  the  charader  of  the  Britifli  nation,  an  ample,  cafy,  and 
dignified  cftablifliment  ?  This,  he  believed,  was  the  only  wife  and 
provident  means  which  could  be  adopted  towards  the  accompli(h- 
ment  of  fo  beneficial  and  politic  an  objeft.    Gentlemen  would  di- 
veft  thcmfelves,  he  hoped,  of  all  conlidcratbns  which,  on  too  nar- 
row a  fcale,  would  but  lead  to  an  unjuft,  however  apparendy  wife, 
eonclufion.    They  would  keep  before  their  eyes  that  they  were  pro- 
viding for  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown  ;  for  an  cffentisJ  and 
yital  part  of  the  conftitution  ;  and  whatever  diforders  and  evils  wc» 
fuggcfted  by  gentlemen  to  arifc  from  any  abufes  which  the  branches 
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of 'the  Royal  Houfes  had  created  ;  they  would  the  more  vigorouflr 
oppofe  thofc  abufeSy  by  diverting  them  from  the  perfons  to  whom 
they  might  have  unfortunately  attached  themfelvcs,  and  by  giving  a 
new  dircdKon,  as  well  as  a  purer  courfc,  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
Prince,  they  would  enfurc  in  his  perfon  the  general  confervation  of 
State. 

Mr.  MILBANKE  faid,  he  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  to  free 
the  Prince  from  his  cmbarraffmcnts,  as  he  looked  upon  liim  as  a 
component  parr  oPthc  conftiiution. 

Mr^  STURT  concluded  the  debate  by  faying,  that  in  his  mind 
the  qucftion  was,  whether,  after  the  Prince  had  made  a  folema 
pledge  of  his  honour  to  the  nation,  in  1787,  not  to  incur  debt; 
they  would  now  agree  to  pay  them  ? 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  main  queftion  ; 

Ayes,  148;  Noes,  93.    Majority,  35. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then,  with  a  (hort  preface,  moved,  "  That 
a  propofition  having  been  made  upon  a  mefl'agc  from  the  Throne,  to 
make  a  farther  provifion  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
It  becomes  the  Houfe  to  confulcr,  whether  this  additional  provifion 
may  not  be  made  without  laying  any  additional  burden  on  the  people, 
by  the  rcdutSlion  of  ufclcfs  and  inconvenient  places  " 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  without  any  obfcrvations  on  this  mo- 
tion, moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  would  be  idle  for  him  to  make  any 
comment  on  the  indecency  of  moving  to  adjourn,  without  inquiring 
whether  the  people  might  not  be  eafcd.  He  had  done  his-  duty  in 
putting  the  queftion  fairly  to  the  Houfe  :  it  had  been  too  truly  faid, 
that  to  defire  the  Houfe  to  make  this  provifion  for  the  PriYice,  by 
a  rcduiftion  of  ufelefs  places,  would  be  to  cheat  themfelvcs  ;  he  could 
not  charge  Miniftcrs  with  f^ch  folly. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  motion  to  adjourn ; 

Ayes,  153  ;   Noes,  29.    Majority,  124. 

'  Mandayy   S/h  yune. 

On  the  queftion  being  pat,  that  the  bill  for  more  cffe<9uaHy  pre- 
venting the  frauds  committed  by  Bankers'  clerks,  be  read  a  fecond 
time, 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  that  this  bill  would  add  to  the  already  im- 
meiife  code  of  penal  laws,  withput  being  adequate  to  the  prevention 
of  peculation.  The  falary  of  clerks  was  too  low,  confidcring  that 
they  were  placed  in  fituaticfls  of  truft  and  refponfibility,  and  the  fe- 
curity  given  with  them  was  alfo  too  low ;  they  commonly  gave 
bonds  of  indcmnication  to  the  amount  of  loool.  or  poifibly  2000U 
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whereas  they  had  in  their  pocket  books  every  day  bills  and  notes  to  a 
much  larger  amount,  fometimes  15,000!.  ,  To  the  inadequate  fii- 
lary  and  fecurity  may  be  traced  the  caufes  of  various  frauds  and  rob- 
beries ;  and  if  bankers  and  merchants  would  be  more  cautious  and 
more  liberal,  it  would  be  altogether  unncccffary  to  pafs  tKsaft, 
which  propofcd  to  make  thefe  frauds  liable  to  the  puniftments  of 
great  and  petty  larccn}\  He  had  another  objedlion,  the  latcnefs  of 
the  fcflion,  which  would  prevent  the  bill  from  obtiinin^  fo  full  a 
difcuflion  as  it  ought  to  receive.  He  would  net  then  divide  the 
Houfe,  b4it  he  would  oppofe  it  in  the  Committee. 

Alderman  CURTIS  (aid,  that  the  bill  was  produced  early  in  the 
fcflTion,  and  due  time  and  notice  given  ;  and  as  to  the  other  objec- 
tions of  the  honourable  gentleman,  thvV  fecmed  to  his  underftand- 
ing  ftrong  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bill  ;  fo  ftrong  and  full  indeed, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  neceffarv  to      another  word  on  the  fub- 

The  bill  was  read  a  fccond  time,  and  committed  for  Thurfday. 

In  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT 
moved,  **  That  every  fubfcriber  to  the  loan  of  eighteen  milliore 
fhould,  in  confideration  of  the  rcduftion  of  the  Auflrian  loan  from 
fix  millions  to  four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  fn- 
titlcd  to  an  annuity  of  one  (hilling  on  every  hundred  ponnds,  for  a 
period  of  lixty-fivc  years." 

Agreed  to,  and  the  report  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DENT  gave  notice,  that  hcihould  next  feflion  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remedy  the  abufes  with  irefpcdk  to  frankifig 
ncv/fpapers. 

In  the  Committee  of  Supply,  a  refolution  was  moved  to  grant  ^ 
fum  of  1500I.  to  the  Veterinary  College,  and  agreed  to,  after  1 
flight  oppofition  from  Mr.  Powys. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  obfcrvcd,  that  fomc  time  fmce  he  had  ex- 
preflcd  a  wifli  in  that  Houfe,  that  fomc  ftep  might  be  taken  for  tb? 
exchange  of  prifor)crs  with  France ;  he  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  if 
any  fteps  had  been  taken  by  Hi§  Majefty's  Minifters  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  what  the  refult  had  been,  or  if  Jt  was  intended  to  proceed  iq 
Wy  plan  for  that  purpofe  ? 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  replied,  that  Hi$  Majefty's  Minifters  undemte- 
fdly  had  not  been  inattentive  to  what  they  juftly  conceived  to  be  an 
pbjcd  of  no  fmall  importance  ;  they  had  difpatched  a  gentleman  ta 
the  coaft  of  France  for  that  very  purpofe,  but  the  French  did  not 
fccm  difpofcd  to  any  exchan^  of  the  kind  ;  and  had  affigned  as  * 
fcafon,  "  that  we  ftood  in  need  of  men  more  than  they  did.** 

Mr-  Clwncellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  the  Hoitfe  dp  dowi?t 
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folvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  ^olc  Houfe,  on  a  rcfolution 
relative  to  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  on  a  former  night/' 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  iffelf  into  the  faid  Committee, 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  would  not  be  neccffary  for  him 
to  detain  die  Committee  with  any  obfervation  on  the  propofition  he 
was  about  to  fubmit  to  their  difcuffion ;  he  believed  he  had  fully 
explained  himfelf  on  this  fubjeft  on  a  former  night.    The  objcft  of 
the  refolution  was,  that  in  cafe  of  the  dcmife  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
an  event  to  be  deprecated  by  that  Houfe  and  tlic  Public,  a  certain 
fum  of  money  ihould  be  charged  on  the  confolidatcd  fund,  to  dif- 
charge  fuch  parts  of  his  debts  as  might  then  remain  unpaid.  He 
conceived,  that  the  only  diflfercnce  of  opinion  on  this  point,  would 
be  the  extent  of  the  fum  ;  he  fliould  propofe,  in  the  firft  place, ' 
fixty-five  thoufand  pounds,  which  accordingly  he  did. 
The  Chairman  having  read  the  refolution, 
General  SMITH  lamented,  that  he  did  not  fee  a  learned  gen-  . 
tleman  (the  Attorney  General)  in  his  place,  as  that  learned  gentle- 
man bad  Ratedibme  circumftances  relative  to  the  Dutchy  of  Corn- 
wall, on  which  he  (hould  be  very  glad  to  join  iffue  with  that  lejim- 
ed  gentleman.    In  faying  this,  he  did  not  wifti  to  have  it  under- 
ftord  that  he  could  entertain  the  prefumption  of  entering  the  lifts 
with  that  learned  gentleman  in  the  line  of  His  profeffion  ;  that  would 
be  prcfumptuous  in  him,  indeed  ;  but  the  Committee  would  recoi- 
led, that  the  learned  gcntlcmah  had  the  candour  to  acknowledge, 
towards  the  concluiion  of  his  fpeech  on  that  occafion,  that  his  opi- 
nion was  undecided.    Undecided  was  the  laft^  word  of  that  learned 
gentleman's  fpeech.    The  honourable  General  faid,  when  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  delivered  his  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall,  he  was  free  to  confefs,  he  had  not  turned  his  attention 
to  it ;  but  from  that  moment,  he  had  miffed  no  opportunity  of 
gaining  every  information  on  the  fubjeft  ;  the  refult  of  which  w  as, 
*at  he  was  convinced  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  fairly,  j'j'^'ly, 
and  as  legally  entitled  to  the  rqnts,  iifues,  and  profits  of  the  Diirchy 
Cornwall,  as  any  other  minor  would  be  to  the  income  of  his  eftate 
fimilar  circumftances.    He  undcrftood  that  Commiflioners  would 
^  appointed  under  the  bill  which  was  then  before  the  Houfe,  and 
anned  with  authority  to  inquire  into  the  Prince's  debts ;  he  was  - 
*?ttforc  of  opinion  that  a  claufe  ought  to  be  inferted  in  that  bill,  to 
enable  thefc  Commiflioners  to  inquire  alfo  into  the  clainns  of  his 
%alHrghncfs,  and  that  the  fum  or  fums,  great  or  fmall,  that 
Should  be  found  owing  to  him,  (hould  6c  placed  oppofite  to  his  debts, 
in  big  c^inbn,  woMld  be  the  faireft  mode  of  ftating4;us  ac« 
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counts,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  would  fatisfy  the  Public,  who  be- 
came every  day  more  and  more  intcrefted  in  this  unfortunate  bu- 
fmefs.  A  few  nights  fince  he  raifed  a  hearty  laughty  in  the  Houfe^ 
when  he  mentioned  the  amount  of  the  revenues  of  Cornwall,  during 
the  minority  of  the  Prince.  Gentlemen  had  time  to  refledl  on  that 
bufinefs  fince,  and  he  had  alfo  re-confidered  it,  and  he  did  not  ap- 
prchcnd  he  fhould  run  the  rifk  of  raifing  a  fecond  laugh,  if  he  now 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  thofe  revenues  would  nearly  cover  the 
whole  of  the  Prince's  debts,  or  at  lead  be  found  to  come  within  a 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  their  amount. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  conceived  that  the  fubjca  which  had  been  juft 
ftated  by  the  honourable  General,  demanded  the  moCt  fericus  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe.  He  was  of  opinion  with  the  hoiiourabie  Gene- 
ral,  that  there  ought  to  be  an  cfpecial  claufc  inferred  in  the  ad  for 
appointing  Commiffioners  to  examine  the  Prince  s  accounts,  in 
order  to  ftate  the  fums  that  he  would  be  entitled  to,  during  his  mi- 
nority, out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  that  is,  pro- 
vided he  was  legally  entitled  to  thofe  revenues  during  that  period ; 
but  he  did  not  think  that  was  a  queftion  which  that  Houfe  was  com- 
petent to  difcufs,  being  a  fubjefl  on  which  the  Courts  below  only 
could  decide. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  agreed  with  Ae  two  honourable 
gentlemen  whofpoke  laft,  that  the  fubjed  on  which  tliey  had  juS 
delivered  their  fentiments,  was  well  entitled  to  the  attention  of  cveiy 
gentleman  within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  notwithftanding  this 
queftion  was  not  immediately  before  the  Committee,  yet  it  was  vciy 
materially  conncdled  with  it.  In  the  firft  place,  if  the  Prince  was 
really  and  legally  entitled  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  during  Ws 
minority,  it  would  amoont  to  a  very  large  fum.  This  fum  cither 
went  into  the  privy  purfe,  or  into  the  civil  lift,  and  if  it  belonged 
to  the  Prince,  it  ought  to  be  refunded  ;  if  it  nearly  covered  thofe 
debts,  fo  much  the  better.  This  bufinefs  had  made  a  great  im- 
prcflTion  on  the  public  mind  ;  whether  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  brought  forward,  or  the  mode  in  which  it  had  been  dif- 
cuficd,  it  would  furnifh  the  enemy  of  hereditary  monarchy  ^i* 
weapons,  which  othcrwife  they  could  not  lay  hold  of.  As  he 
a  friend  to  the  prefcnt  Family  oil  the  throne,  he  wiflied  this  affair 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  to  be  inquired  into  ;  it  would  have  a 
good  cffcA  ; — ^if  it  Ihould  be  found  that  the  Prince  was  entitled  ft) 
thofe  revenues  during  his  minority,  it  would  enable  his  Highncfsio 
difcharge  his  debts,  without  laying  any  burden  on  the  Public.  He 
was  fure  fuch  an  event  would  gratify  the  feelings  of  his  Highnefs, 
and  tend  to  remove  any  unfavourable  imprcflions  wl^ch  this  unfct" 
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tunate  butinefs  might  have  occafioncd.  At  the  fame  time  that  he 
•wiihed  this  could  be  done,  there  was  one  circumftance  of  great  dclf- 
cacy  which  ftood  in  the  way  of  it,  and  which,  of  all  things,  he  was 
perfuadcd  that  Houfc  would  wifli  to  avoid,  which  was,  to  encoi*- 
ragc  litigation  between  the  Prince  and  his  illuftrious  Father* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  lamented  the  abfcncc  of  his  learned  friend 
(the  Attorney  General)  who  was  unavoidably  detained  from  his  duty 
in  that  Houfe  ;  but  the  Committee  would  recoiled  the  obfervation 
of  his  learned  friend  on  this  fubjed,  the  laft  time  it  was  difcuffed. 
He  for  one,  thought  the  arguments  of  his  learned  friend  on  the  fub- 
.  jeQ  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  fo  conclufive,  that  he  (hould  not  at- 
tempt to  add  one  to  them,  till  he  heard  fome  one  or  other  of  them 
refuted ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  conne6led 
in  any  manner  with  the  queftion  at  that  time  before  the  Committee. 
He  lamented  with  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley)  that 
the  queftion  relative  to  the  Prince's  debts  had  given  birth  to  fome  de- 
gree of  acrimorjy,  and  that  it  was  carried  greatly  beyond  what  that 
Houfe  had  any  reafon  to  expect.  As  he  was  on  his  legs,  however, 
he  (hQuld  fay  a  few  words  on  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.  That  Houfc 
had  already  difcharged  the  Incumbrances  of  the  civil  lift  three  times. 
In  1787,  they  had  difcharged  the  prince's  debts  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  fixty-onc  thoufand  pounds,  bcfides  voting  a  fum 
towards  finilhing  Carlton  Houfc.  If  the  Parliament  6n  thofc  occa- 
fions  had  conceived  that  the  Prince  was  intitlcd  to  the  revenues  of 
the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  his  minority,  was  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  they  would  not  have  r^forted  to  that,  as  a  fund  for  the  difcharge 
of  the  incumbrances  he  had  juft  enumerated  ?  No  ;  the  Parliament 
did  no  fuch  thing,  and  in  bis  opinion  they  afted  wifely.  If  it  (hould 
appear  that  the  Prince  was  intitled  to  thofe  revenues  during  his  mi- 
nority ;  and  if  it  (hould  be  found  that  they  were  applied  in  aid  of 
the  civil  lift,  which  was  the  fame  as  flowing  into  the  pockets  of  the 
Public,  how  would  the  Public  be  relieved  by  refunding  thofe  fums? 
Befides,  if  the  account  was  to  be  fettled  betwixt  the  Prince  and  the 
Public,  agreeable  to  the  wifties  of  fome  gentlemen,  perhaps  the  ba- 
lance would  be  in  favour  of  the  Public,  fo  that  his  Highnefs,  inftead 
of  being  a  gainer,  would  in  all  probability  lofe  by  fuch  a  ftatement. 
He  did  not  therefore  fee  any  advantage  which  either  one  party  or  the 
other  could  derive  fifom  the  adoption  of  thofe  gentlemen's  wifhes. 

The  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley)  feemed  to  think  that 
fuch  a  procedure  would  tend  to  do  away  fome  impreffions  which  the 
a^tation  of  this  unfortunate  bufinefs  had  occafioned ;  if  this  were , 
really  the  cafe,  he  ihould  feel  every  difpofition  to  accede  to  it ;  but  he 
did  not  fee  how  it  would  diininifb  the  regret  which  it  liad  occafioned. 
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That  honourable  Baronet  had  lamented,  that,  if  it  (hould  even  be 
the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  that  the  Prince  was  intitled  to  the  revenues 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  it  would  produce  a  litigation  betwixt 
two  illudrious  perfonages ;  he  was  certain  that  was  a  circumftance 
that  would  be  deprecated  by  every  gentleman  in  that  Houfe  as  Veil 
ais  himfelf ;  but  he  conceived  that  no  litigation  would  arifc  bctwiict 
thofe  two  illuftrious  perfonages  on  that  fubjeft  ;  the  courts  below  were 
Open  to  the  creditors  of  the  Prince,  where,  if  they  could  eftablifc 
his  claim  to  that  revenue,  they  would  undoubtedly  be  entitled  to  it 
High  as  the  authority  of  that  Houfe  was,  it  did  not  extend  to  the 
dccilion  of  that  point ;  he  therefore  thought  it  ought  to  be  difml&d 
from  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  as  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  queftion  at 
prefent  before  tl>cm. 

Sir  MATT.  i,EW  WHITE  RIDLEY  proceeded  to  ftatc  that 
it  would  appear  to  the  Public  highly  indecorous  in  the  Prince  to  en- 
gage in  any  legal  litigation  with  his  Royal  Father  upon  the  matter. 
Such  a  proceeding  would  tend  to  throw  more  oblo(|uy  on  him  than 
any  thing  which  had  heretofore  occurred,  and  it  would  be  hiscaracft 
wifli,  that  all  litigation  in  the  bufinefs  fliould  be  entirely  avoided. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  it  was  by  no  means  irrelevant  to  Ac 
qucAion  before  the  Committee,  tliat  queftion  regarded  the  contin- 
gent difchaige  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs ;  and,  however 
gentlemen  might  lament  that  thofe  debts  were  contrafted,  they  were 
now  called  upon  for  their  advice,  with  rcfped  to  the  beft  mode  of 
difcharging  them.  And  as  he  was  one  of  thofe  that  had  made  up 
his  mind  upon  this  fubjcft,  that  a  fingle  Ihillingof  thofe  debts  fliould 
not  fall  on  the  Public,  he  was  ready  to  adopt  that  mode  which  wauU 
enable  his  Highnefs  to  extricate  himfelf  in  the  moft  juft,  and  in  Ac 
mod  honourable  manner.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hct) 
laid,  that  if  it  even  fliould  be  found  that  the  Prince  was  enridcd 
to  the  revenues  of  Cornwall,  that  it  would  not  diminifh  the  rqgrct 
of  gentlemen  on  the  occafion  ;— certainly  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
regret,  that  the  Prince  had  contra3ed  thofe  debts  imfirudendy,  and 
improvidently ;  but  would  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  {Mr. 
Pitt)  fay,  that  it  would  not  place  the  Prince  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view  from  that  in  which  he  ftood  at  prefent  i  If  the  Prince 
could  fay— It  is  true,  I  have,  through  the  narrownefs  of  my  income, 
contracted  debts  to  a  large  amount ;  I  wiOi  of  all  things  to  difchaip 
them  ;  but  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  difehaige  them 
out  of  my  own  revenues,  without  calling  on  the  Public  for  a  fin^ 
fliilling — would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  have  the  con- 
fidence to  affert,  that  under  fuch  circumftanccs  the  Prince  would  nt* 
Aand  in  a  very  different  light  ?  But  the  right  honound>le  gaidca»D 
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(Mr.  Via)  ftys,  this  money  has  already  gone  into  the  pockets  of  the 
Public ;  and  if  this  was  the  cafe  it  would  make  no  difference ;  it 
would  make  a  great  and  material  difference ;  it  would  fatlsfy  the 
Public  if  it  had  gone  into  their  pockets,  that  they  were  only  repay- 
ing the  Prince  his  own.  Nay,  it  would  fatisfy  them  to  know  in . 
what  pocket  it  went,  arid  furely  that  was  the  Icaft  they  had  a  right 
to  expedi.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays  agiin,  this  would 
^1  forth  a  balance  betwixt  the  Prince  and  the  Public,  that,  in  all 
probability^  would  not  be  in  his  favour.  What,  the  expence  of 
bis  education  ?  Surely  not.  As'the  fun  of  the  Public,  and  the  off- 
Ipring  of  an  amiable  and  illuftrious  Prince,  it  was  not  to  be  con- 
ceived that  any  fuch  account  would  be  brought  againrt  his  Royal 
Highnefs.  The  honourable  Baronet  (Mi  W.  Ridley)  wasapprehcn- 
five,  that,  by.  bringing  this  qucftion  to  iffue,  it  might  give  birth  to 
litigation  betwixt  the  illuftrious  fadier  and  fori,  which  he,  in  com- 
mon with  thofe  that  heard  him,  deprecated  ;  he  did  not  fee  but  that 
might  be  avoided.  Gentlemen  had  heard  bf  amicable  fuits  in  chan- 
cery, and  furely  this  might  be  put  on  the  fame  iffue.  He  was  forry 
he  did  not  fee  the  learned  gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)  in  his 
place,  becaufo  high  as  the  legal  Opinion  of  that  gentleman  might  be^ 
he  did  not  conceive  it  quite  fo  donclufive  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall*  That  learned  gentleman  had  quoted  the  cafe  of  Charles 
the  Firft ;  but  he  ought  to  have  recolleited  that  Prince  Henry  was 
the  fiJius primogenitusy  arid  that  on  the  demife  of  that  Prince,  Charles 
only  held  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  by  grant  from  the  King,  his  fa- 
ther. That  learned  gentleman  argued  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  , 
Prince  of  Wales  held  by  Knight  fervice,  and  in  that  cafe  that  the 
King  was  guardian,  in  chivalry  \  this  he  denied  ;  for  it  was  plain 
that  by  the  aft  of  Charles  the  Second,  that  part  of  the  feudal  fyftem 
was  aboliflicd.  Mr.  Sheridan  wiflied  that  a  claufe  ftiould  be  intro- 
duced in  the  bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  examine  into  the 
accounts  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  that  however  foreign  it  might  be 
to  his  inclinations  to  enter  widely  into  the  fubjeft  of  difcuffion,  the 
official  fituation  which  he  held  under  his  Royal  Highnefs,  compelled 
him  to  throw  what  light  he  was  able  upon  the  fubjeft.  As  to  the 
revenues  of  the  Dutchy,  from  the  birth  of  thc^Prince  to  his  being  of 
age,  the  Public  had  feen  their  application,  and  their  appropriation 
to  the  civil  lift,  and  no  conteft  could  poffibly,  in  his  opinion,  arife 
on  that  head.  The  Prince  himfelf  had  never  difputed  the  propriety 
of  their  appropriation,  or  once  imagined  them  widiheld  from  him. 
The  learned  Member  then  took  an  hiilorical  furvey  of  the  Dutchy 
from  its  original  tenurci  and  faid,  that  from  all  lie  could  colIc(^  from 
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the  documents  he  cortfulted,  he  could  not  find  himfclf  juftified,  as 
the  law  officer  of  his  Royal  Highncfe,  in  giving  advice  to  him  \o 
enter  into  any  litigation  conccrmng  the  Dutchy-  He  dicn  entered 
into  a  minute  detail  of  particulars  refpefling  the  Dutchy,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Firft  and  Second,  and  that  all  the  judges  in  1615 
were  entirely  of  a  different  opinion  from  the  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft.  From  all  therefore  whicli  he  had  feen,  he  confidercd  himfelf 
fully  juftified  in  preventing  him  from  inftituting  any  proeecdings  a» 
to  his  right  to  the  income  of  the  Dutchy,  as  the  creditors  could  not 
derive  any  advantage  from  them,  however  their  appropriation  might 
be  arranged.  He  was  forry  that  a  confiderable  (hare  ef  acrimony 
had  been  introduced  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  bufinefs,  which  couM 
not  redound  in  any  degree  to  the  dignity  of  tlie  Houfc,.  or  the  fads- 
fadlion  of  the  Public.  He  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  thought 
that  the  prefent  difcuffion  was  totally  foreign  to  the  queftion  propofed 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  obfcrve  the  different 
opini6ns  that  had  been  delivered  by  Mr.  f  itt  and  Mr.  Anftruthcr. 
The  firft  had  faid  that  a  fuit  at  law  might  be  inftituted  ;  the  fecond 
had  afferted  that  he  would  not  advife  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  inftitutc 
any  litigation.  This  difference  of  (pinion  was  an  additional  and  a 
ftrong  reafon  why  the  Houfe  (hould  come  to  a  decifive  vote  upon  the 
fubjeft.  The  bill  could  not  in  its  prefent  ftatc  pafs  the  Houfc. 
It  held  up  the  Prince  in  the  degraded  fituation  of  a  man  whom  the 
Public  were  warned  not  to  truft.  Was  it  therefwc  matter  of  no 
importance,  whether  the  Prince  (hould  continue  for  8  or  9  year* 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  or  whether  he  (hould  pay  his  debts  to-morrow 
with  hi$  own  nwncy  ?  It  had  been  faid,  would  he  vote  for  the  in- 
come of  125,0001.  if  he  had  fuppofdd  th^t  the  Prince  had  ajuft 
claim  upon  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  r  To  this  be 
ihould  reply,,  that  he  certainly  would  not. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  a(ferted>  that  the  Hoqfe  ought  to  look  to  the 
credit  fide  of  the  Prince's  account,  as  well  as  to  the  debt  fide. 

Mr.  SUMNER  Tuggeftcd  the  poffibiliry  of  the  creditors  of  the 
Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence  making  a  claim  upon  the  Prince  df 
Wales  for  the  fum  for  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  joint  fecurity. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  this  was  a  material  ciroumftancc 
The  debts  of  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  it  had  been  faid,. 
were  in  a  train  of  liquidation,  and  therefore  were  not  included  in 
the  account  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  debts.  But  though  dicy  were 
.  not  included  in  the  account,  the  Houfe  did  not  mean  to  extinguKb 
the  fecurity  which  creditors  of  their  Royal  Hi^mcflSs  poffcffcd ; 
and|  befides,  it  ought  to  be  remembered^  that  the  death  of  either 
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the  Duke  of  York,  or  of  Clarence,  was  not  an  improbabk  event. 
In  that  cafe,  the  creditors  would  certainly  come  on  the  Prince  of 


Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  difcuflion  would  come  with 
more  propriety  in  the  Committee  on  the  bill.    The  debts  of  the 
.  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence  were  now  put  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  li- 
"quidation,  that  their  creditors  would  not  be  likely  to  form  any  de- 
mand upon  the  heir  apparent. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  that  he  meant  to  tike  an  opportunity  in 
anociier  ftage  of  the  proceeding,  to  propofc  that  mode  of  liquidating 
the  debts  which  he  confidercd  as  moft  conflflcnt  with  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  interefts  of  the  people  ;  and  he  trulted 
when  he  brought  forward  the  propofition,  that  it  would  not  be  at- 
tempted to  be  got  rid  of  by  a  motion"  for  adjournment  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  momirg.  He  meant  to  move  an  addrcfs  to^  His  Majcfty,  to 
require  and  implore  His  Majcfty  to  grantMbmc  aid  out  of  the  civil 
lift  towards  liquidjiting  the  debts  ;  and  alfo  to  propofe  to  the  Houfc 
that  fome  provifion  fhould  be  made  out  of  the  finccure  places  for  the 
fame  p'urpofe:  If  the  Houfe  (hould  negative  the  Addrcfs,  and  re- 
.  fiife  to  entertain  the  difcuITion,  he  would  then  not  confent  to  vote 
either  the  one  fum  or  the  other  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt. 

Mr.  BURTON  propofed  that  the  creditors  (hould  be  left  to 
take  fuch  means  as  they  (hould  think  proper  to  procure  payment 
from  the  prefent  revenue  of  his  Royal  Highnefs ;  and  that  the  ad- 
ditional revenue  (hould  be  fccured  to  him  by  legiflative  regulation. . 
There  were  two  fets  of  creditors,  the  one  fair  and  honeft,  the  others 
of  a  contrary  defcription  •,  the  former  would  be  abte  to  urge  then- 
claims  with  a  good  grace,  the  other  would  not  dare  to  bring  them 
forward  to  public  vicv^'.  The  Prince  would  then  be  freed  from  the 
odium  of  having  the  Public  called  in  to  guaranty  his  debts,  and 
would  be  left  with  a  large  income,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  might 
tend  to  fatisfy  his  fair  creditors.  He  mentioned  the  example  of  the 
venerable  Lord  Lyttelton,  the  Hiftorian,  who,  having  got  into  em- 
^rifa(rments,  in  order  to  extricate  himfelf,  was  accuftomed,  during 
on^  inonth  in  the  year>  to  live  at  his  noble  feat  at  Hagley,  with  all 
the  fplendour  befitting  his  high  rank,  and,  during  the  other  eleven 
months,  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  cftabliibment  of  a  private  gentle- 
man. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  objeSed  ftrongly  to  the 
mode  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman :  He  thought  that  his 
Royal  Highnefe  (liould  be  put  in  a  fituation  as  little  painful  as  pof- 
fible.  He  could  not  fubfcribe  to  any  thing  that  would  put  him  un- 
d«r  an  ecHpfe  eleven  months  in  the  year,  in  which  the  honourable 
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gentleman  (Mr.  Burton)  wiflied  to  fee  lura.~Hc  wiflicd,  if  his 
cftabliffinicnt  was  to  berarrangcd  at  aU>  to  -fee  it  done  in  ftich  a  man-' 
ocras  to  Infure  him  cafe  and  comfort,  and  not  perplexity  aiid  anxietf: 

Mr.  W I LBERFORCE  faidv  that  he  ftiould  vote  agalnft  dfe  rc- 
folution,  as  he  din  entertained  his  opinion,  that  the  Houfe  ought 
not  in  any  way  to  be  burdened  with  the  debts.  *  ' 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  obfcrvcd,  that  a  great  nunabcr  of 
claims  might  be  ftruck  off  or  curtailed  by  the  Gommiffioneni  as  uni 
warrantable,  which  would  ofcourfe  minifh  the  litimber  of  jrcars 
computed  as  ncccffary  for  the  retreat  of  bis  Royal  Highnefs  undet 
the  prefcnt  circumftances.  He  would  return  to  a  fpiendour;  afiBu- 
cncc  and  popularity  bcjond  what  any  other  Prince  of  Wales  ever 
enjoyed.  .And  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  Members- xrf- that  Houietnight  rc^ 
turn  to  their  conftitucnts  and  fay,  they  had  confulted  entirely  fcr 
the  public  good,  and  without  impofing  one  additional>  (hilling  upon 
them.  •       .  .     •     ■  f  -  »•  i    '  ♦ 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  would  vote  againft  the  inftrudlion,  as  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  burden  ou^t  to  fall  upon  the  civil-  lift. — ^Tho 
Houfe  divided :  :  •    •  •   i  ^     ;   «    i    •     .  ,  •  . :  ^ 

Ayes,  93      Noes,  68.— Majority  25.  | 

Mr.  ANSl'RUTHER  moved;  that  it  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the  | 
Committee,  that  they  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe  for  appropri* 
iting  a  certain  annual  fum  out  of  the  revenue  ©f  the  Dutchy 
Cornwall,  towards  the  liquidation  of  tho  -debts -of  his  Royal  Hi^ 
nefe.'  •    ..         ■    •    '    •  1  ;  !  -  ^  . 

Mr.  BAKER  thought, '  that  as  the  Crown  was  intcrcfted  in  tho 
wcnue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall, :  there  ought  to^bc  a  comiBimi-^ 
cation  from  the  Throne.  •      >  ;      -  r.   .  .  .    •  .     •  •  » 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  aiked,  whether  fuch  doubts  were,  at  that 
time  neceflary,  fince  the  inftruflion  for  the  Committee  did  not- tend 
to  tKc  abfolute  appropriation?,  but  if  when  the  claufe  was  added,  it 
ihould  be  drawn  fo  as  tb  afFedl  His  -Majefty'a  life  intcreft  in  the 
cftatc,  they  miglu  affurcdly  be  proper.  -     .     •  ' 

Mr.  BAKER  had  hinted  it  merely  upon  contingency;  for,  to 
recur  to  thc.laft  rcfolution,  for  example,  a  fum  was  appropriated 
from  the  confolidated  fund  upon  contingency,  .and  why  not  one  af  - 
woU  as  andther?  It  was  poflible  the  eftatics  alluded  to  mij^t  b6 
burdened  during  His  Majefty's  life  intereft,  and  therefore  he  c<m- 
ccivcd  it  proper  to-have  his  intimation  on  .the  fubjeft.  .  » 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  when 
a  bill  wa6  pending  affefling  the  proprietary"  intercft  of  the  Crown, 
it  was  not  ncceffar)^  in  the  firft  inftance  to  have  the  affent  of  His 
^  Mnjcfty, .  fip^^Q  it  w-Quld  do.equally  well  in  any.  ftjigc . .  • .  • 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  conceived  that  the  affent  of  His  Ma* 
jcfiy- was  not  only  already  granted; '  but  that  the  qucftion  itfclf  wa^ 
iindcrtakcn  by  his  fccomin^ndatidn,  which  of  neceflity  preclude^ 
conferit;  ik  the  w6rds  of  his  tneflage  would  evince. 

The  clerk 'read  ^  the  paflfage  which  had  been  alltided  to  in  tha 
tneflage. 

-  Thfc  MASTER  OF  THf  ROLLS  neverthelefs  thought  that 
another  mcfla^  oiightfirft  to  be  recelvbd.  '  The  fiir  interpretation, 
^f  that  pdflage  whidi  h^d  juA  been  read,  in  his  opinion/  did  not  ex* 
'fend  fo  far  as  the  conflrudiroh  put  upon  it,'  biit  merely'fofar  as  the 
luterell  of  tht  Prific6  was  concerned. 

'  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fuppdrtcd  what  he  had  faid,  by  rcipark- 
ing,  thsft  the  words  v^ere  for  appropriating  and  fecuring. 
_  •  Mr.  FOX  was  of  a  contrary  opinion  ;  for  if  the  Duke  of  York 
inherited  the  cftatc  by  fucceflion,  ^le  prefumed  that  ftich  an-  appro- 
priation as  was  offered,  ought  not  to  be  fecured  againft  him. 
f  Mr 4  Chancellor  PITT  would  hot  attempt  to  difcufs  that  qucf- 
ti<m  now,  for  he  did  not  imagine  it  important  to  the  Public  whether 
Hiff  RcJyal  Hi^neft  the  -Duke  of  York  received  an  income  from 
that  quartei^  or  all  e^irivalelic  from  the  confolidated  fund.  The 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  Remarked,  was  .a  fee  in  the  poflcflion  of 
tfle  C/owh;  out  of 'which  the  Prince  of.  Wales  had  a  life  dlate  : 
but  he  wan  not  a  tenant  of  it  with  the  remainder  to  the  Duke  of 
York.  "  • 

•  Mr.  FOX  did  not  underftand  this  upon  the  principles  of  jufticc. 
If  they  deprived  the  Dukt;  of  York  of  his  inheritance  by  fucceffion, 
Acy  <tei»'ived-himiof  a  right  which  was  independent  of  Parliament, 
and  for  which  no  fair  compenfation,  although  fuperior  in  point  of 
feal  value,'  codd  be  given. 

-  Mr.  SHERIDAN' objeflcd  upon  the  fame  principle  as  before. 
It  ought*  to  ^xtend  to  th^  Prince's  own  intereft,  and  no  farther ;  for 
if  extended  to  the  Di&e  of  York,  he  faid,  although  it  was  not 
probable  but  Parliament  would  make  ample  provifion  in  lieu  of  it, 
yet  as  it  was  optional  and  dependent,  it  was  extremely  objectiona- 
ble; nor  ougiit  the  Duke  of  York  to  come  to  Parliament  for  relief 
on  account  of  the  Prince's*  extravagance.  In  one  point  of  view  it 
was  objectionable  to  extend  it  any  way  without  the  confcnt  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  Prince  Edward,  fincc 
they  had  all  an  equal  right  in  it ;  and  therefore  the  bcft  mode  would 
be  to  obtain  their  confent,  and  difpofe  of  the  property  at  once,  by 
which  means  a  funv  might  be  raifed  that  would  liquidate  the  whole, 
and  1 2,oool.  a  year  might  be  fet  afide  for  the  furvivors,  without 
any  lofsbutpatronage^  which  the  Houfe,  he  hoped,  ^o  jld  conlidcr 
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as  an  advantage  gained.  He  concluded,  therefore,  by  propofii^aci 
amendment —  *^  During  fuch  term.as  His  Majcfty  or  hi$  Royal 
Jiighncfs  continue  to  have  an  intereft  in  the  fame  eftate." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  had  do  objedtion  to  the  amendment 

The  original  qiicfiioni  M'^^h  th^  amendment|  were  bodi  oarried 
without  a  divifion, 

Mr,  FOX  apprehended  the  Committer  was  merely  empowered  to 
receive  the  claufe,  and  not  bound  to  add  it,  and  ^ccordinly  moved, 

That  it  be  an  inftrqdliqn  to  the  Committee,  that  they  have  power 
to  receive  a  claufc  fpr  appropriating  a  certain  fum  from  the  civil  lift 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  If  i^inefs,  in  cafe  of 
iiis  death  before  the  demife  of  the  Crown." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  pppof^d  thi$  motion^  on  the  ground  diat 
the  Houfc  had  decided  already,  that  in  the  event  whjch  this  modon 
fpecificd,  the  confolidated  fund  (hould  be  chaiged  rather  than  thcd* 
villift,      ^  *  . 

Divifion — for  the  motion,  ^  -  58 
Againft  it,  -  -       -  96 

The  bill  being  read  a  fccond  time,  it  was  piopofcd  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc  upon  it,  for  which  purpofe  it  wai 
moved — That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  WHJTBREAD  oppofcd  the  motion  v  he  faid,  that  by  the 
provifions  which  this  bill  contained,  Miniiters  propofed  to  dcgrrfft 
and  difgrace  the  Prince  under  the  pretence  of  providir^  for  his  digr 
nity  and  fplcndour,.  and  therefore  he  ftiould  not  for  one  conft^t  to 
tile  Speaker  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  differed  from  his  honourable  friend  upon  this 
occafxon.  He  did  not  think  his  Royal  Highncfs  difgraced  or  de- 
graded, nor  did  his  Royal  Highncfs  himfelf  fee  the  matter  at  all  in 
that  odious  light.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  reafon  to  know  that 
the  Prince  totally  and  entirely  affcnted  to  the  principle  of  the  HJli 
and  approved  generally  of  the  rcftridlions  of  it,  for  in  adverting  to 
tlie  particulars  of  his  dcNts,  and  he  declared  he  knew  not  by  what 
means  they  had  been  contradcd,  and  that  if  thefe  reftrid^ions  wcrt 
not  agreed  upon  he  might  be  again  expofcd  to  the  fame  inoonvcm- 
cncies  ;  for  many  of  thdm  were  things  over  which,  in  his  prefcnt  ftate, 
he  had  no  controul ;  thefe  reftrivSions  therefore  entirely  correfpondcd 
with  the  wiflies  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  in  general. 

Mr.  POWYS  apprehended  that  the  attendance  of  Mcmbcn 
Would  become  thinner  day  after  day  as  this  bufinefs  fhould  be  broi^hi 
forward  in  the  difcuJion,  and  therefore  it  was  fitting  that  feme  • 
points  fhould  be  now  explained  before  the  bufinefs  proceeded  too 
tar.    He  was  of  opinion  that  the  Houfc  would  dp  well  to  poftponc 
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the  piovifion  for  the  eventual  payment  of  any  part  of  the  incum- 
brances,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  until  all  doubts 
WCTC  removed.    Theobjeds  he  had  in  view  could  not,  he  believ- 
ed, all  of  them  be  carried  into  effect,  without  the  confent  of  the  il- 
hiftrious  parties  interefted,  and  particularly  the  Prince  himlclf; 
but  the  advice  of  the  Houfe  might  be  given  upon  fuch  an  occafiort 
without  any  indelicacy  whatever.    As  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall, 
he  did  not  fee  that  it  was  effcntial  to  the  dignity  of  his  RoyiA.  High- 
ncfs  to  prcferve  that  appcijage  to  the  Crown,  and  that  was  a  mat- 
ter to  be  difcuffed  in  the  courfe  of  this  bill's  parting  through  the 
Houfe.    They  were  to  transfer  from  that  Houfe,  very  praperly, 
he  believed,  the  examination  of  thefe  debts  to  Commiffioncrs,  but 
the  Houfe  ought  to  know  exadlly  the  amount  of  them.    They  v.-cre 
dated  at  fomcdiing  more  than  6oo,oool.    Now  he  would  aflc  if 
gentlemen  were  wholly  fatisfied  that  they  were  incurred  bona  fids. 
They  were  under  three  diftindl  heads — debts  for  which  fecuritics 
were  given  ;  tradefmen's  bills ;  and  arrears  of  eftablifliment.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  6 8,00 ol.  the  expcnce  of  the  marriage, 
&c.  were  included  under  the  head  of  tradefmen  s  bills.    Thefe  were 
points  on  which  he  wifhed  to  be  informed. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  if  he  voted  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 
he  ought  to  ftatc  the  ground  upon  which  he  did  fo  ;  for  he  confcffed 
there  were  doubts  and  difficuhres  in  this  bufinefs.  If  the  qucftion 
was  now  put  that  the  bill  be  put  off  for  two  months,  he  fliould  cer- 
tainly give  his  negative  to  fuch  a  propofition,  bccaufc  he  thought 
that  this  bufinefs  ought  to  be  difcuffed  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  alio 
that  time  ought  to  be  given  to  examine  into  the  different  pints  of 
it.  There  were,  in  his  opinion,  many  arrangements  to  be  made 
by  hi«  Royal  Highncfs,  and  many  arrangements  alfo  to  be  made  by 
His  Majefty's  advifcrs,  with  regard  to  the  Dutcliy  of  Cornwall,  be- 
fore the  fubjedl  was  matured  for  the  decifion  of  that  Houfe.  Much 
of  this  biH,  he  confeffcd,  he  confidered  as  proper.  He  thought 
that  making  up  the  income  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  1 25,000!.  ai 
year,  was  proper ;  he  thought  it  becoming  the  dignity  and  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament.  Whh  refpeft  to  the  provifion  in  tlxi  bill,  ta 
prevent  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  incurring  any  debt  in  future,  that 
had  alfo  his  complete  approbation.  But  what  appeared  to  him  ob- 
jcflionablc  was,  that  by  this  bill  they  gave  to  his  Royal  Highncft 
that  which  they  did  not  give  him  the  management  of.  The  whole 
matter,  he  foared,  would  be  under  the  management  and  approbation 
of  the  Miniftcr.  It  was  placing  the  Prince  in  a  ftate  of  dcpendancc 
on  the  King's  treafury,  which  was,  in  other  \vGrds,  fuhjedling  the 
Piincc  to  the  power  of  the  Minittcr.    He  was  dilTatisfiedvwith  iCf 
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gard  to  the  regulation  of  Carlton  Houie.    The  property  there  to 
added  to  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  \yale8.    To  whomfliouldtLc 
furniture  there  belong?  why,  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,,  who  paid  Jj^ 
it,  certainly.    And  yet  they  were  to  be  made  heir  lopms— fo  thai 
Parliament  might  fay  to  the  Prince — "  You  have  fumiftied  Cariftm 
Houfe  more  cypenfively  than  you  ought  to  have  done,  but  we  (hall 
have  it."    This  was  a  little  unfair  wldi  regard  to  the  Prince;  it 
was  very  unfair  >v5th  regard  to  the  ctcditors.i  becaufe  the  furrature, 
if  this  provifion  were  not  in  the  bill,  would  be  moveable  aflcts,  fub- 
jedt  to  the  payment  of  the  debt?  ;  atid  pcjrhaps  this  would  operate  to 
the  prejudice  of  thofe  very  creditors  whp  had  provided  this  vciy  fur- 
niture.   Now,  if  he  voted  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  diair,  it 
muft  be  under  an  underftanding  that  thefc  difficulties  fliouli  be  re- 
moved ;  becaufe,  without  a  better  underftanding  of  many  of  die  ti>^ 
pics,  he  would  venture  to  'fay,  that  the  Houfe  might  be  now  dwng 
what  would  neither  efFc<3:ually  relieve  the  Prince,  nor  fecurc  the 
public  property.    As  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  confcffcd  he 
was  exceedingly  anxious  that  it  ftiould  be  wholly  fold.    He  con- 
fcffcd there  would  be  fome  difficulty  in  afcertainirig  precifcly  Ac  n- 
lue  of  the  intereft  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  in  that  Dutdif, 
becaufe  it  was  not  a  life  eftate  that  he  had  in  it,  it  was  only  while 
he  continued  Prince  of  Wales;  but  at  any  event,  the  falc  wouU 
produce  more  than  it  could  produce  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  its  pre-  i 
fent  ftate.    He  thought  it  would  produce  6oo,oool.  Hcwasfer 
below  the  value  he  believed,  but  he  would  take  it  at  that  fum.— 
^  The  fum  to  be  appropriated  out  of  that  for  this  debt  would  be  very 
confiderablc;  inftead  of  die  L3,oool.  a  year,  it  would  amount  to 
330,0001.  if  the  money  from  the  fale  was  put  into  die  hands  of 
Commiffioners,  in  the  name  and  for  the  ufc  of  His  Royal  Highnefs. 
If  this  was  called  bargaining  with  the  Prince,  and  therefore  unwor- 
thy of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  fhould  anfwcr,  that  it  was  a  pcr- 
fedly  coriftitutional  procecdir^g,  and  that  this  country  never  had 
better  fecurity  for  its  liberty  than  when  it  made  thefe  kinds  of  bar- 
gains with  its  Princes.    He  (hould  wifli  that  fomethingof  this  kind 
Ihould  be  moved,  arid  he  had  rather  that  any  other  perfon  flwuld 
move  it  than  himfclf.    If  nobody  did,  perhaps  he  might ;  d^ 
however,  he  did  not  pledge  himfelf  to  do ;  the  feffion  was 

ferad. 

vanced,  and  the  Houfe  might  not  like  to  have  a  rww  fubjcft  to  dif- 
cufs ;  but  he  (hould  be  forry  if  this  bufinefs  was  fuffi^rcd  to  pafs  with- 
out due  confideration.  The  annihilation  of  the  Dutchy  would,  to 
be  furc,  diminl(h  the  overgrown  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  hoc 
was  the  infupprablc  objedlion ;  fo  that  the  real  interefts  of  the  coun- 
try were  facrificcd  to  miniftorial  jobbing-   His  amnion.  wa$i  ^ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


A.I79S- 


DEBATES 


553 


the  Houfe  was  at  liberty  now  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  purpofe,  and 
he  believed  that  His  Majefty  would  readily  accede  to  it.  The 
thinnefs  of  the  Houfe  he  confeffcd  difgufted  him  much,  and  he  was 
afraid,  now  that  the  call  was  difcharged,  that  the  Houfe  would  be- 
come thinner  and  thinner  every  day.  He  therefore  wiflied  th;^t 
the  Houfe  fliould  proceed  in  this  bufinefs  as  became  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  neither  to  conciliate  the  favour,  nor  dread  the 
rcfentmcnt  of  any  individual,  however  illuftrious  for  his  rank  or 
dignity. 

Mr.  LAMBTON,  in  explanation,  obfcrved,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  all  the  reftriSions  in  the  bill  were  agreeable  to  liis 
Roy 3^1  Highnefs,  but  they  generally  received  his  approbation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declined  following  the  gentlemen  who 
had  preceded  him,  through  the  extenfive  field  of  declamation  and 
argument  which  they  had  thought  proper  to  indulge  thcmfelvcs  in, 
bccaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be  totally  irrelevant  and  foreign,  to  the 
purpofc.  With  refpeft  to  the  fale  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall," 
tho'  it  was  a  fair  fubject  of  difcuflion,  yet,  as  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had  fignified  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  its  total  annihilation,  he  fhould  referve  himfclf  till  that  mea- 
fure  was  regularly  before  tiie  Houfe.  The  infinuation  that  "  the 
prefervation  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  contributed  to  the  in- 
fluence of  Adminiftration,"  was  unfounded  in  fad^,  and  he  fhould 
objeft  to  it  on  grounds  more  tenable  than  thofe  anticipated  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite.  The  reafon  affigned  for  de- 
lay, "  that  a  previous  arrangement  ought  to  be  made  with  the  cre-^ 
ditors,"  was,  in  his  opinion,  unworthy  pf  notice  ;  for  he  could  not 
fee  that  it  would  be  neceflary  even  after  the  pafling  of  the  bill, 
much  lefs  fo  before  that  bill  foi^nd  its  way  into  the  Committee- 

The  ftate  of  the  debts'*  was  no  argument  for  delay.  He  could 
not  think  it  neceffary  there  fhould  be  any  previous  inquiry  by  com- 
milHon.  For  his  own  part,  he  faid,  he  was  not  aware  that  there 
were  any  debts  in  the  account  laid  before  the  Houfe  that  were  not 
hna  fide^  and  no  odicr  he  wilhcd  to  be  undcrftood  would  be  palTed  • 
by  the  commiflion.  No  arguments  had  been  ufed  to  induce  the 
Houfe  not  to  go  into  the  Committee,  and  therefore  he  fliould  fup- 
port  the  motion,  that  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  nothing  had  fallen  from  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exch«qucr,  which  had,  in  the  le^ft,  tended  to  alter 
his  opinion,  and  that  he  could  not  give  a  filent  vote  on  the  queftion 
of  the  Speaker  s  leaving  the  chair  \  but  muft  fay,  that  he  thought 
the  language  -ufed  by  his  honourable  friend  who  oppofed  it,  was  tx- 
trcmely  juft  and  proper  \  and  diat  the  prcfcnt  bill  was  in  the  higheft 
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degree  degrading  and  difgraceful  to  the  Prince.  He  faid,  that 
Mr.  Pitt  had  grafted  one  plan  upon  another.  He  had,  at  the  oiitfcl 
propofed  to  make  the  Prince's  cftablifliment  one  hundred  tfaoufanda 
year,  and  appropriate  twenty-five  thousand'  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  ;  and  accordfng  to 'this,  he  had  formed  an  eftablifhment  for 
the  Prince's  houfehold  ;  fince  which  he  adopted  Mr.  Fox*s  plan  of 
appropriating  fixt}'-fivc  thoufand  a  year  to  the  debts,  and  letting  the 
Prince  live  in  retirement,  as  a  private  nobleman  ;  but  by  this  bill 
he  was  to  be  a  private  nobleman  with  a  Prince's  eftabliftimcnt;  fcr 
inftead  of  the  groom  and  the  footman,  the  bill  talked  of  his  roaficr 
of  the  Horfc  and  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber.  It  was  an  heterogene- 
ous mafs — a  variegated  tiffue,  a  hodge-podge  of  abfurdity.  He 
declared  that  he  would  not  Recede  to  any  propofition  for  taking  a 
fingle  (hilling  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  Public  until  he  faw  Minl- 
fters  fet  about  the  bCifinefs  in  good  earncft.  By  this  he  meant  that 
the  Houfe  ought  not  to  rcfort  to  thQ  people,  but  to  thofc  finccure 
places  which  contributed  neither  to  the  fupport  nor  (Jignity  of  the 
Crown.  As  thcfefell  in,  he  (hould  propofeto  form  out  of  them  a 
fund  to  difcharge  the  intereft,  and  finally  to  extinguifh  the  Prince's 
debts.  He  ftill  cheri(hcd  the  idea  too  that  the  Houfe  would  ftill 
have  fome  affiftance  from  the  civil  lift,  and  from  the  Dutchj  of 
Cornwall.  The  arrears  of  which  had  accumulated  during  the  mi- 
nority of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  was  a  refource,  which  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  the  extkiflion  of  the  incumbrances.  The  crown 
lands  ought  alfo,  on  this  emergency,  to  be  called  in  aid,  without 
any  prejudice  however  to  His  Majeftj' ;  thefe  he  was  furc  would  be 
adequate  to  the  purpofe  ;  and  he  truftcd  that  Miniftcrs  would  avail 
themfclvcs  of  his  fuggcftion,  and  fufFer  the  burden  to  fall  where  it 
was  likely  to  be  Icaft  felt.  Having  argued  on  the  general  grounds, 
Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  the  fpecial  grounds.  It  had  been  ftatcd 
by  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  (Mr.  Lambton)  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  approved  of  the  reftrisS^ions  in  the  bill ;  but  this  affcrtion 
he  had  fo  qualified  in  his  explanation,  that  little  ftrefs  ought  to  be 
laid  upon  it.  Was  it  not,  he  begged  leave  to  afk,  a  degradation  to 
put  a  perfon  out  of  the  reach  of  the  law?  For  his  part,  he  could 
not  figure  to  himfelf  any  thing  fo  prepoftcrous,  as  to  wiflifor  an  aft 
pf  Parliament  to  put  a  man  into  an  ignominious  fituatton,  forcftriftt 
«d,  that  he  cculd  not  keep  his  word,  and  do  juftice  to  tiadAncn. 
If  an  heir  apparent  w^erc  fo  abfurd  as  to  folicit  a  law  to  fly  hem  his 
word  and  bond,  he  had  ho  hefitation  of  pronouncing  fuch  a  man  a$ 
unfit  for  reigning  over  an  enlightened  nation. 

Colonel  FULLARTON,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  faid,thd 
honourable  gentleman  objected  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  biUi  whc|>  ^ 
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as  he  6bje£lcd  to  the  mode  in  which  that  gentleman  and  others  had 
condu<aed  the  difcuflion  refpedling  the  objcd  of  the  bill.    If  the 
objedt  were  to  pull  the  key-ftohe  out  of  the  arch  of  Rojralty,  and 
to  ftrip  the  Royal  bird  of  all  his  plumes,  leaving  him  a  bare,  plume- 
lefs  biped,  like  a  peacock  without  a  tail,  in  that  cafe  he  (hould  un- 
derftand  the  meaning  of  the  repeated  inveflives  uttered  againft  the 
Prince  of  Wales  by  that  honourable  gentleman  and  others.    If  they 
were  fitting  in  the  Convention,  and  if  the  ohjeA  \Vas  to  degrade 
Royalty,  and  to  pull  down  the  fabric  of  the  conftitutiort ;  or  if  the 
chjcSi  was  to  reduce  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  condition  of  Buck* 
borfc, .  fo  as  never  to  receive  a  (hilling  without  a  buffet  and  a  blow 
along  with  it— he  faid  he  (hould  underftand  the  meaning  of  that 
honourable  gentleman's  invedi  ves.    But  on  what  principle  a  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  profeffing  attachment  to  the  eftablilhment 
under  which  they  lived,  fliould  per  lift  in  outraging  every  feeling 
which  ought  to  exifl  in  the  Heir  Apparent's  bread,  he  could  not  tell ; 
neither  could  he  tell  what  were  the  fenfatlons  of  Royal  perfons  on 
fuch  occafions  ;  but  of  this  he  was  fure,  that  there  was  not  a  beggar 
in  the  ftreets,  who  would  not  rather  live  under  a  hedge,  than  owe 
a  (hilling  to  their  liberality,  if  thrown  at  him  with  fuch  bitter  taunts 
as  thofe  which  had  been  vented  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
others  agaitift  the  Prince  of  Wales.    He  faid,  one  might  have  hoped 
that  after  every  change  had  been  rung  on  every  note  in  the  parlia- 
mentary gamut,  from  the  loweft  tones  of  obloquy  to  the  (hrillelt 
(hrieks  of  reprobation,  at  fome  period  or  other  the  Philippic  ftrains 
of  cenfurc  and  reproach  might  have  ceafed,  efpecially  after  the  con- 
dilatory  mefTage  which  had  been  fent  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  that 
Houfe.    So  far,  however,  from  having  produced  returning"^  fenti- 
ments  of  civility  and  conciliation  frortn  the  Houfe,  that  meflage 
feemed  only  to  have  provoked  additional  fe verities  from  fome  gen- 
tlemen, whofe  own  conduct  was  by  no  means  exempted  from  irre- 
gularity and  extravagance.    In  particular,  the  meifage  feemed  to 
hare  excited  the  animofity  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  who,  till 
the  meifage  was  delivered,  never  attended,  nor  took  any  part  in 
thofe  debates.    That  honourable  gentleman  appeared  at  prefcnt  in 
the  chara(Sler  of  what  Sir  Peter  Teazle,  or  Sir  Fretful,  calls  a 
damned  good-natured  friend     he  himfelf  has  informed  the  Houfe 
that  He  has  been  a  moft  confidential  friend  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
who  had  honoured  him  with  extraordinary  marks  of  confidence  and 
oondcfcenfion  —of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whofe  moft  fecrct  councils 
he  had  not  hcfitated  to  reveal  within  thefe  unconjidaitial  walls.  The 
honourable  gentleman  then  lamented  that  fo  much  good  counfcl  with 
which  he,  umbliged^  or  dijobligcdy  had  obliged  the  Prince  of.  Wales. 
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lliould  have  fceen  gratuitoufly  expended  ;  that  fo  many  nnwife  things 
(hould  have  been  done,  and  fo  many  unkind  things  faid  ;  and  then, 
in  the  true  fpirit  of  Mrs.  Candour  and  Sir  Benjannin  Backbite,  he 
lod^^ed"  his  bullet  in  the  thorax  with  fuch  an  explofion,  as  would 
render  it  no  lefs  impoilible  to  heal  the  wound  than  to  cxtraft  Ac 
ball.  The  honourable  gentleman  affured  the  Houfe,  he  had  ad- 
miniflcred  large  dofcs  of  wholefome  counfcl,  gratis,  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  As  his  advice  was  given  without  any  valuable  confidcra- 
tion,  perhaps  in  fomc  inftances  it  might  have  been  better  if  his  ad- 
vice had  been  received  as  not  entitled  to  confidcration.  He  next 
proceeded  a  ilcp  farther,  and  after  inveighing  againft  all  -offices  of 
truft  and  profit,  very  modcftly  appointed  himfelf  to  the  office  of  the 
greateft  truft  that  could  pofT^bly  exLft,  as  Counfel  Gcpcral  and  Ad- 
vifcr  General  to  the  King,  Qiieen,  and  all  the  Royal  Family.— 
Here,  too,  l^is  advice  was  gratuitoufly  given  ;  but  as  it  could  not 
be  gratuitoufly  fulfilled,  perhaps  it  might  be  received  like  the  blcfling 
6f  a  pious  Bifliop  to  a  poor  parifliioner,  who  had  aflced  him  for 
pence,  and  being  refufed,  informed  his  Reverence,  that  if  his  blcf- 
ling had  been  worth  a  penny,  he  would  not  have  parted  with  it.— 
Colonel  Fullarton  then  faid,  that  confidcring  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, in  this  high  predicament,  as  the  advifcroftheKing,  Queen, 
aud  all  the  Royal  Family,  he  could  only  fay  of  him,  as  Mr.  Prig, 
in  the  farce,  fays  of  Mr.  Squib,  the  auftioncer,  "It  would  ill  be- 
come me  to  advife  that  great  man.*'  He  would,  however,  take 
the  liberty  of  afkinghim  a  flmple  qucftion— Did  he,  or  did  he  not, 
reveal  the  fccret  counfels  of  tl^  Prince  of  Wales  with  Lord  Lough- 
borough, Lord  Thurlow,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with  or  with- 
out the  confent  of  thofe  great  charadlers  ?  If  he  did  fo  widi  their 
confcnt,  they  were  not  the  fafe  and  cautious  ftatefmen  he  fuppofcd 
them  ;  and  if  he  did  fo,  without  their  corfcnt,  they  would  prove 
themfelves  to  be  no  ftatefmen  at  all,  if  ever  they  held  communica- 
tion or  confultation  with  that  honourable  gentleman,  except  as  they 
would  with  a  herald  at  Charing  Crofs,  for  purpofes  of  promulgation 
and  proclamation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  never  was  a  fecrct  cjaKfcllor  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  He  never  gave  him  ^y  advice,  m  which  he  did 
not  wifti  it  were  poflible  for  the  King  tor^ftand  on  on^de,  asd  the 
people  of  England  on  the  other.  He  had  ftated  what  was  true,  that 
Lord  Thurlow  gave  the  Prince  wife  advice,  in  a  manly  manner;  and 
that  Lord  Loughborough  counterafted  that  advice.  As  to  fomc 
J)arts  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  fomc  of  the  fco- 
tences  he  believed  nobody  underftood,  and  he  believed  that  fomc- 
body  had  advifed  him  to  prepare  m  fpeech  againft  ^at  be  ^ught 
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fhould  be  faid  to-night.  He  had  ranfacked  the  EngU(h  language 
to  find  trite  fayings,  and  had  fo  obfcurcd  his  harangue  with  meta- 
phor, and  cmbcllifhed  it  with  eoarfc  daubing,  as  tp  render  k  totally 
unintelligible  to  meaner  capacities.  In  anfwcr  to  dark  infinuat ions, 
he  had  only  to  fay,  that  he  had  never,  during  the  long  period  he  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  accepted  the  flighted  fa- 
vour of  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

A  divifion  took  place  ;  when  the^numbers  were, 

For  the  commitment,  157  ;  Againft  it,  36.  Majority  121. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  moved,'  That  the  blank  m  the  claufc 
for  granting  his  Royal  Highnefs  an  additional  allowance,  be  §llcd 
up  with  the  words     fixty-five  thoufand  pounds/' 

Mr.  WHITBREi^D  objeaed  to  the  largenefs  of  the  fum,  and 
hinted  that  he  thought  an  amendment  ought  to  be  moved  from  the 
lame  quarter  that  had  all  along  oppofed  the  increafe  of  income  pro*- 
pofed  by  this  bilL 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  agreed  in  tfie  fuggcftion  of  the  honour- 
able  gentleman,  and  moved  an  amendment,  That  inftead  of  65,000!. 
the  fum  of  4o,oool.  be  inferted.  On  which  a  convcrfation  arofc 
between  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  General  Smith,  and 
others. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  ferious  and  important  nature  of 
the  bufinefs  was  now  before  the  Houfe  in  that  ftage  in  which  it  be- 
came his  duty  to  ftate  his  rcafon§  for  the  vote  he  meant  to  give.— 
He  had  always'  been  for  the  larger  fum,  becaufe  he  thought  it  barely 
adequate  to  the  fituation  in  which  the  Piince  was  placed,  and  not 
tqual  to  what  his  grandfather  had  enjoyed,  whefi  the  difference  of  ex- 
pence  between  the  two  periods  was  taken  into  confideration.  He 
lamented,  in  common  with  every  Member  of  the  Houfe,  the  cir- 
cumlfence  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  incumbrances,  but  he  equally 
didered  with  thofe  who  wiftied  to  fwell  the  burden  which  the  Public 
was  to  fuftain,  and  thofe  who  wilhcd  not  to  dedud^  any  part  of  the 
income  for  the  payment  of  debts.  After  the  gracious  communica- 
tion which  the  Houfe  had  recently  received  from  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
he  thought  they  had  every  reafon  to  place  a  reliance  on  an  avowal 
that  mdt  give  them  fo  much  fatisfaftion— a  communication  equally 
brilliant  and  conftitutional  upon  the  part  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and 
particularly  admired  when  the  principle  upon  which  it  came  to  them 
was  confidcred,  viz.  the  principle  that  the  public  opinion  in  this 
country  muft  always  aperatc  on  the  fcntiments  of  pcrfons  the  rboft 
exalted  in  birth  and  fituation^  and  would  always  have  its^ue  weight 
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Tuefday^  gth  June. 


There  being  only  38  Members  prefent  at  four  o'clock,  the  Houfe 
jof  courfc  adjourned. 

Wednefdayy  I  oth  Juries 

On  the  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting  1 
loan  of  4,600, cool,  to  the  Emperor, 

General  TARLETON  faid.  On  this  fubjea,  which  is  certain^ 
of  a  momentous  nature,  as  tlie  national  intercft  is  involved  in  it,  I 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  obfervations.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the 
fum  to  be  guaranteed  to  the  Emperor  will  tend  to  prolong  this  ca- 
lamitous war,  which,  in  the  way  it  is  conduiScd,  has  not  a  chance 
pf  being  fuccefsful,  and  that  it  is  an  idle,  a  profufc,  and  profligate 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  :  thefe  feveral  propofitions  I  (ImII 
argue,  and  endeavour  to  cftablifh,  before  I  lit  down.  On  the  re- 
lative fituations  of  the  Emperor  with  the  King  of  Bohemia,  the 
Diet  of  Germany,  the  King  of  Prufliai  and  the,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  it  would  be  the  higheft  prcfumption  in  roe  to  fay  a  finglc 
fyllable  ;  bccaufe  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  on  the  fiiU 
occafion  which  prefcnted  itfelf  for  difcufling  thofe  fcrious  and  im- 
portant confiderations,  exhaufted  the  fubjedt.  On  that  occafion,  I 
fay,  he  offered  fuch  found  argument,  and  fuch  Statcfiman-Iikc  rea- 
fons,  which  yet,  I  truft,  live  in  the  mf nnory  of  gentlemen,  becaufc, 
at  the  period  to  which  I  allude,  th^  arrefted  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  and  impofcd  (ilence  on  the  right  honourable  the  Chancdior 
of  the  Excheqlicr. 

On  a  fecond  occafion  of  debating  this  queftion,  my  right  honour- 
able friend,  with  that  ingcnuoufnefs  of  mind  which  belongs  to  his 
charadler,  corredlcd  a  minute  and  almoft  trivial  point  of  the  infor- 
mation which  he  had  given  to  the  Houfe  ;  then  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  broke  filence,  and,  in  reply,  boldly  affumed  and  af- 
fcrted,  that  all  the  ftatcments  of  my  right  honourable  friend  might 
he  or  were  erroneous,  becaufe  he  explained  himfelf  on  a  fingle  pwnt. 
Afterwards,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  made  a  fummcrexcur- 
lion  along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  lakes  of  Geneva,  to  dw 
mountains  of  Savoy,  and  to  the  plains  of  Savoy  ;  but  I  leave  it  tp 
Jhe  Houfe,  whether  the  right  honourable  gentlemart  pointed  out  the 
rcfources  of  the  Emperor,  or  difpl^^ed  any  advantage  Great  Britain 
could  even  eventually  receive  from  the  Auftrian  loan. 

Now,  Sir,  there  is  a  part  of  this  queftion  which  has  not  been 
thoroughly  inveftigated.  I  acknowledge,  an  honourable  friend  of 
mine  (General  Smith)  has  fucccfsfully  ikirmiflicdwdi  it ;  biXjctl 
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^contend  it  has  not  had  that  minute  invdligation  which  it  ought  to 
.undei^^  before  this  great  quef^ion  is  difmiirdl.  As  this  money  is 
intended  for  military  operations,  and  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  voted 
fcy  this  credulous  and  confiding  Parliament,  let  us  examine  the 
military  fide  of  this  fubjccb. . 

With  the  permiiTion  of  the  Houfc,  I  will  dcfcribc  . and  picture 
the  probable  operations  of  the  campaign,  ^and  the  probable  rcfult  of 
thofe  operations.  In  the  firft  place,  and  for  the  fake  of  brevity  and 
|)crfp5cuity,  which  I  equally  admire,  and  which  I  always  endeavour 
Co  Ucnd  and  affociate,  it  will  be  necelTary  to  ftatc  the  number  of 
the  Emperor  s  army,  local  fituation  of  the  troops,  and  the  probable 
(views  of  the  Imperial  General  with  the  force  under  his  command, 
which  is  about  to  betaken  into  th^pay  of  Great  Britain.  But  ic 
txxurs  to  me  at  this  moment,  tliat  I  had  better,  before  I  comn?cnce 
the  military  detail,  take  a  view  of  the  Emperor  in  a  two- fold  capa- 
xnty  ^as  making  peace  or  war,  or,  in  other  words,  as  keeping  his 
faith  with  England,  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of  die  war>  or  bend- 
ing to  his  natural  intereft,  and  foUovVing  the  example  of  the  King 
of  Pruflia  in  making  peace.  3ut,  on  fecond  thoughts,  I  can  more 
conveniently  inveftigate  this  part  of  the  quciUon  hereafter.  I  lliall 
therefore  proceed  to  the  military  calculations  I  have  made  on  the 
fubje£t.  It  muft  occur  to  gcntlemcn>  that  the  feafon  is  far  ad« 
▼anced  for  the  commencement  of  a  campaign  ;  it  muft.likcwife 
flrike  them,  that  the  preparations  are  not  fo  formidable,  or  the 
fitnation  of  the  Auftrian  army  fo  refpedtable,  as  at  the  opening  of 
the  laft  campaign.  Indeed,  compared  with  that  which  turned  out 
fo  unfortunately,  and  which  clofed  in  fo  mifcrable  a  manner,  the 
mod  fanguine  can  now  have  very  little  ground  for  hope  or  confola- 
tion.  But  without  any  more  preliminary  matter,  I  will  briefly  ftatc 
my  ideas  on  this  fubje<St.  The  Emperor's  army,  I  will  fuppofe,  nay, 
I  will  allow,  confifts  at  this  moment  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men, 
well  appointed,  well  furniflied  witli  artillery  and  military  ftorcs,  and 
well  provided  with  magazines  of  every  defcription — its  lituation  oa 
the  north^eaft  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  lying  between  DuUcldorf  and 
Stralbouj^  — its  objeift,  the  relief  of  Luxembourg.  Now,  Sir,  it 
may  not  be  imprc^r  to  form  a  calculation  refpcding  die  French 
army,  and  the  probable  line  of  condudl  of  its  Generals.  V/e  have 
heard  conftantly  that  the  French  troops  are  more  numcrouis  than 
their  enemies.  We  know,  and  have  felt,  that  they  have  been  fuc- 
ccfcful  in  almoft  all  their  attempts  and  dcfigns.  Wliat,  therefore, 
may  we  reafonably  cxpedl  from  Pichegru  and  Jourdan,  at  the  head 
of  the  af  mies  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  Mofelle,  die  Sambre,  and  th« 
Meufe.     Here,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  make  a  froall  ^CgrcffionTi 
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perhaps  it  Is  a  light  fancy  of  my  own  ;  but  I  folcmnly  bdlicvc,  if  1 
the  la  ft  fcafon  h  id  not  been  a  bad  one  for  com,  or  if  Mr.  Brook , 
Watfon's  magazines,  which  he  collected  for  all  the  forces  fervingin; 
Flanders  and  Holland,  had  not  been  expended,  that  the  French 
would  have  been  fufficicntly  powerful  and  numerous  to  have  foiled 
every  vigorous  attempt  of  the  Emperor,  and  to  have  made  a  defccnt 
upon  this  country  in  the  courfc  of  the  fummcr.  I  fhall  content 
myfclf  here,  by  obferving,  that  we  are  more  obliged  to  Providence 
for  averting  that  evil,  tlian  any  exercifc  of  human  wifdom  or 
ptkwer. 

I  will  n(jw,  Sir,  return  to  the  French  troops  in  the  neighbour- 
hoot!  of  the  Rhine.  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  General  Piclicgrii 
-will  ncglcd  taking  the  beft  mea§ircs  and  the  bcft  pofition$  to  fruftrsitc 
the  plans  of  the  Auftrians,  and  organize  tliat  vifioty'  wliich  has  con- 
•ftantly  attended  his  banners  ?  It  cannot  be  paflcd  over  that  the 
French  arc  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  own  fortrefles,  and  can  be 
in  no  yKZTit  of  provifions.  .  Indeed,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fortifies  me,  by  what  he  faid  on  a  former  occafion—*lhat  provifions 
liad  been  fent  to  Paris  from  thcarnty  of  the  Rhine.  Many  boats, 
I  undcrftand,  laden  with  provifions,  have  been  fent  by  tl':c  Pruflians, 
■  fince  the  treaty  with  France,  Op  the  Rhine,  for  the  ufe  of  Ac 
French  armies.  Provifions,  if  any  are  to  be  found  in  the  couiurr, 
as  well  as  all  otlver  ftorcs  and  rcfources  whatever,  will  net  be  defi- 
cient or  wanting  for  militar)'  operations.  A  dcfenr,  therefore,  ro 
the  French,  comparatively  with  the  Auftrians,  would  be  of  very 
little  confequcncc  indeed  \  for,  on  account  of  the  vicinliy  of  Fntnre, 
and  its  triple  row  of  fortreffes,  another  army  would  foon  be  crcat.-d, 
and  rife  into  a6lion  ;  and  many  fg^ious  and  bloody  combers  nrjft 
cnfue,  before  Luxembourg  could  be  relieved.  This  atTcrti(*:i  will 
be  ftrengthened  into  irrefiftiblc  argument,  by  taking  wly  an  impar- 
tial view  of  the  Imperial  army.  Let  the  Auftrians  paf:*  the  Rliinc— 
•let  them  move  forwards  towards  Luxembourg  ; .  let  any  coilfidcratc, 
I  do  not  require  a  military,  man,  reflect  upon  the  formidable  u/c  of 
that  river  to  be  paffed  in  the  prcfcnce  of  a  vi(5)orious  enemy — (I  do 
not  call  pafling  the  enemy  having  a  few  redoubts  near  Morbach  and 
Mayence) —  But  I  will  fuppoic  it  paiTed^  and  the  Aiiftrian  ariiiy  mov- 
4  \g  forwards  to  the  point  of  its  deftination,  LuxcmUmrg,  :i.  tbrtrcfs 
diftant  80  miles  from  lllc  Rhine,  bcfidcs  having  a  b<.»dy  of  men  on 
the  banks  of  the  river.  It  muft  occur  to  every  jMjrfon,  that  every 
ftcp  muft  be  fortified  and  garrifoned  ;  tins  will  otvafion  a  great  di- 
minution iA  force,  and  one  unfuccef^ful  c(jnibat,  either  in  fn>nt  or 
the  ilanks,  or  on  the  line  of  communication,  would  baffle  the  en- 
terprise ;  one  defeat,  prove  the  <teftruitior^.g(^fgj^^igjfg|^anny. 
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In  addition,  therefore,  to  what  my  honourable  friend  faid.  thart  the 
Emperor  had  not  hidierto  been  able  to  relieve  the  only  fortrcfs  he 
poffcffcd  in  the  Low  Countries,  I  add,  that  Luxembourg  is  a  pri- 
Joner  of  war  in  Prance,  \\hicli  no  n.ilitafy  ingenuity  or  force  can 
extricate  or  deliver. 

Now,  Sir,  is  it  to  be  permitted  and  pntlurcd,  that  four  millions 
fix  hundred  tlwafimd  pounds  {hould  be  expended  in  this  manner — 
in  this,  wlut  is  called,  the  vigorous  profeeution  of  the  war  r  .1  have 
calculated,  in  tlie  ftatcmt:nt  I  liave  juft  made,  that  the  Emperor 
keeps  liis  fiith  with  the  King  of  England,  and  have  exhibited  the 
probable  conlcqticnccs,  nay,  the  rational  conclulion,  to  be  drawn 
from  his  exertions  and  his  gfK»d  faitli.  It  may  not  beamifs  now  to 
look  at  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  I  will  fuppofe  that  he  re- 
ceives the  millions  of  Great  Krituin,  and  follows  tJic  example  of 
the  King  of  ^i^ruuia.  His  rcfcript  and  his  fituaiion  manifeft  moft 
ftrongly  fueh  intentions.  A  fecond  rcfcript,  publidied  at  Ratifbon, 
I  am  told  brcatiiCfl  more  l^ron^rly  the  language  of  peace.  If  he  pur- 
fues  tliat  line  of  ct;nduc\,  the  arrogant  Miniftei  of  England  may  be 
humbled,  but  diis  country  and  Europe  may  eventually  have  realbn 
to  rejoice,  bccaufe  it  would  fliortcn  a  war,  which  has  motfienec)  the 
earth  with  blood,  andfent  innumcmblc  vidtims  to  the  grave.  But, 
Sir,  I  can  look  at  the  military  operations  in  another  point  of  view, 
which  I  confidcr  as  fiill  moie  prejudicial  to  the  ifiterefts  of  Great 
Britain.  Suppofe  the  Emperor  s  General  thinks  it  expedient  to 
pafs  the  Rhine,  and  march  towards  Luxembourg,  and  the  Emperor 
tliinks  he  cannot  delicately  or  decently,  after  he  has  received  tlic 
nlUncy  of  England,  makepeace  ;  then.  Sir,  we  fhall  cxpcritnce 
the  greatcrt  of  all  pofllblc  calamities — a  defcnfive  and  piotratSiUd 
war  i  and  Great  Dritain  may  be  called  upon,  next  year  for  another 
loan,  as  well  as  for  frefli  anJ  deftrudtivc  engagements  with  the  two 
Imperial  Courts  ;  for  although  we  are  acquainted  with  our  alliance 
with  Rufliaj  her  performances  are  yet  in  the  back  ground,  and  re- 
quire a  little  Englifh  money  to  bring  them  forwards.  Would  it  not, 
therefore,  be  more  wife,  more  politic,  and  more  humane,  at  this 
junfturc,  to  refufc  the  Emperor  our  money,  and  join  yith  him  his 
relcript>  acknowledging  the  French  Republic  ? 

Why  fliould  we  eonunue  a  war,  which  cannot  prove  advanta- 
geous to  Great  Britain  r  Peace  is  th«  natural  intcreft  of  this  country. 
The  impofing  a  Government  on  France,  ox  the  conqucft  of  24 
millions  of  people,  ,arc  equally  wild  and  Quixotic.  A  proloi^tion 
of  war,  widiout  endangering  France,  may  endanger  this  country. 
Look  at  the  cxixrnJirnrc  in  cvciy  quarter  !  Look  at  the  grinding 
taxes  which  arc  }c.';rlj  thruft  upon  the  i)cople,  an(^i^i§jsp(^(pcA: 
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haps,  that  peace  is  neccfiiir)^  for  the  falvation  of  the  country,  is  it 
ncit  more  thnn  probable  it  would  prove  the  mod  deftruftive  meafurc 
"v^-c  could  employ  againft  our  enctny  ?  Th^  late  commotions  in  Paris 
and  at  Toulon  fortify  nne  rn  this  Calculation  ;  and  indeed,  as  my 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  obfcrved>  on  a  forrtier  occafion, 
tliG  commotions  in  the  infcricf  of  France  have  generally  prevailed, 
npy,  in  fomc  rticafiirc,  have  been  the  confequcncc  of.  the  relaxed  ef- 
forts of  their  enemies  upon  the  frontiers.  Therefore,  I  fairly  infer 
v;c  arc  likely  to  injure  France  mort  by  pacific,  than  by  hoftilc,  at- 
tempts. This  I  confidently  fay,  that  Frenchmen  being  delivered 
t^om  external  enemies,  and  under  the  influence  of  various  and  un- 
controlled paflTions,  which  are  fpurred  with  greater  conftitutional 
energy  than  thofc  cf  any  ether  people  on  the  face  of  the  esrrth,  woiid 
have  difficulties  innumerable  tb  futmount ;  then  the  rival  fa^Sions' 
vonld  tilt  agnin^  each  other  ;  then  France  only  would  be  deluged 
iih  blcxxl  then  Frenchmen  alone  would  fuffer  under  the  accu- 
mulated foonrgcs  of  civil  w?ir ; 'and  that  fyfl em  which  we  have 
^inrrcd  2f;pintt  with  fnch  a  profuflori  of 'Eliglilh  bleed  and  trcafute, 
bting  no  longer  pfote(5)cd  hy  our  ex tcrnal*  attacks,  would  te  difor- 
pani7cd,  and  in  ecnforrnity  to  the  wifhes  of  all  the  Kings  in  Europe, 
liberty  would' itioft  probnbly  be  banilhed  from  the  face  of  the  Con- 
tinent. Is  it  neccflriry  to  rt-ftate  the  three  points  I  have  jufl  urged, 
of  the  Emperor's  rcceivi  ng  the  money,  and  ailing  vigorouflf 
his  taking  our  money,  and  adiing  defenfivcly,  or  following  (fic  ex- 
ample of  the  King  of  Pruffia  ?  I  believe  there  is  nooceaficn  ;  and 
th.ercfore  I  fliall  proceed  to  notice  what  was  ftid  oti  a  former  oca- 
fion,  refpedHng'an  articleof  reeipfocit)',  namely,  for -neither  Power 
to  lay  down  their 'arms,' without  the  confent  of  the  Aher.  Was 
not  tiiat  article  in  the  Pruffian,  and  in  all  other  treaties,  of  the  fame 
import  ?  But  is  fuch  an  article  binding^  on  Courts,  when  they  find 
it  their  intereft  to'break  it  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  have  heard  in  thisfeflion, 
and  within  this  month,  that  we  now  (land  in  a  more  prorpcnxis 
fjnration  thnn  during  the  war.  I  eonfefs  that  aflcrtion,  unfupportt^ 
J.S  it  wns  by  argument  and  proof,  furprifed  and  aftonilhed  me.  I 
looked  around,  irt  vain,  to  dlfcqver  our  vantage  ground.  What 
Hti vantages  have  we  gained  ?  M^hat  aequifitions  have  wc  made  m 
the  courfcof  the  lafl  campaign  ?*  I  fhall  fpeak  only  with  refpcA  to 
Kurope  on  the  occafion.  •  Wc  have  a^quirtd  the  hfs  of  Flandcrsi 
Brabant,  Dutch  Flanders,  Holland,  the  principaHty  of  Liege ;  it^ 
Ihort,  of  all  the  territories  to  the  V/efl  of  the  Rhine.  But  wchavc 
acquired  an  effential  advantpge,  I  admit,  on  the  return  of  our  own 
tttiOps  fn  m  the  Continent.  We  have  acquired  the  lofs  of  the  King 
of  Pruflia  as  an  aliy    but  wc  have  acquirC[§|gifey9rt^t®Q[0^t^ 
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j)itely  outweighs  that  defaSlion ;  wc  have  acquired  the  Empcaror^s 
confent  to  take  four  times  his  ftipend.  But,  Sir,-  there  is  one  ac- 
qulfition  in  our  reach  and  power,  which  might  be  produ£Hvc  of  the 
happtnefs  of  mankind — it  is  the  opportunity  of  joining  our  only  ally 
left  on  the  Continent — it  is  joining  the  Emperor  in  his  rpfcript.— 
If  I  faw  the  King'of  Great  Britain's  name  affociatcd  with  the  Env 
peror's^  to  bring  about  a  general  and  honourable  pacification,  then, 
I  (hould  fay  we  had  acquired  a  boon  both  confolatory  and  ufefiil. 

Sir,  I  tliink  the  Houfe  ought  to  confider  another  part  of  the 
quetVion  before  it  is  too  late.  This  Houfe  is  the  guardian  of  the 
jpurfc  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  paufe  and  reflcfl  before  it  lends 
fuch  a  large  fum  of  money,  which  muft  be  chiefly  tranfmittcd  in 
fpecic,  at  this  time,  out  of  the  country,  I  am  aware,  Sir,  that 
Mr.  Hume,  and  odier  writers,  have  maintained  that  money  will 
always  find  its  way  back  to  this  countrj^;  that  was  the  confequencc 
of  many  wars  en  the  Continent,  I  likcwife  admit ;  but  I  put  it  tQ 
tile  Houfe  and  the  country,  if  thelofs  of  Flanders  and  Holland  docs 
hot  make  a  material  alteration  r  In  King  William  and  Queen  AtincV 
irars,  the  money  was  expended  in  Flanders,  and  by  means  of  Hol- 
land, which  was  always  an  ally  againft  France,  we  had  the  oppor^^ 
tunit)'^,  through  the  medium  of  our  induftry  and  commerce,  to  re- 
cover the  money  we  had  lavifh^  in  ihofe  continerltal  wars.  By 
the' loft  of  thofe  commercial  countries,  I  am  afraid  no  opportunhy 
tvill  prcfcnt  itfelf,  and  that  our  gold  and  filvcr  will  eventually  and 
tilrimately  prove* more  beneficial  to  France  than  to  Great  Britain. 

That  this  important  and  truly  interefting  fubjcft,  the  Auftrian 
loan,  might  not  be  difcufTcd  in  a  thin  Houfe,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  oj^fe  the  order  for  the  call  of  the  Houfe  being  withdrawn.  On 
that  occafiort,  I  was  overborne  by  the  phalanx  of  Minifters,  and 
by  gentlemen  of  different  parties  and  various  defcriptions  in  this 
Houfe.  I  thought,  qnd  I  affcrted',  that  this  momentous  queftion 
demanded  yet  grtst  attention  and  invcftigation  ;  but  Hfs  MrTjcftA-'s 
Miniftcrs  were  of  a  dittcrent  opinion,  bccaufe  they  were  conllrious 
that  their  adlions  were  not  of  a  nature  to  bear  publicity,  and  there- 
fore they  kindlj'  permitted  the  Members  t6  retire  into  the  country. 
They  were  confcious,  Sir,  that  this  Auftrian  loan  would  not  bcai' 
the  liglit  of  truth  or  rcafon  ;  they  therefore  courted  their  houfcs  and 
obfeurity.  '  But  I  truft.  Sir,  we  arc  hot  fo  improvident,  fo  infatu- 
ated, fo  befottcd,  as  to  fuffcr  this  money,  this  immenfc  fum,  to 
be  fcnt  out  of  the  country,  to  be'  employed  in  the  prolonptioti  of 
our  difgraccs  and  calamities.  One  word  to  thofe  gentlen  c  n  wh» 
iiave  attended  a  point  of  bufinefs  with  much  afliduitv  this  lifTion-— 
Will  you,  countr)'  gentlemen,  rather  fend  five  nyi|fe5%y<S^#§fe 
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in  Germany,  than  furnifh  half  a  million  to  ncw-modd  and  adorn 
the  corner- ftone  of  your  hereditary  Monarchy  r— -Can  ^  dcfpot 
of  Germany  be  dearer  to  you  tlian  the  Heir  Apparent  of  Eng- 
land r — --Retain,  I  bcfccch  and  conjure -you,  the  money  of  your 
conftltucntb  in  this  country  ;  it  can  be  produdlive  only  of  blood- 
fhcd  on  the  Continent,  and  may  eventually,  if  thcfc  novel  and  dc* 
ftradlivc  mcafures  arc  not  fpeedily  ftopped  and  tcnninatcd^  be  pro- 
du6^ive  of  bankruptcy  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  infiftcd,  that  there  was  apparent  perfidy 
in  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  that  theHoufehad 
a  right  to  be  dirtruftful  of  a  Prince  who  had  at  the  fame  time  figncd 
a  treaty  for  the  continuance  of  the  w'ar,  and  fent  to  the  Diet  of  Ra- 
ti/bon  a  rcfcript,  cxprcffivc  of  his  wifli  to  make  peace.  The  Mi- 
niftcr  had  not  experienced  fufficicnt  advcrfity,  and  feemcd  to  vrant 
a  little  of  the  corrc61i(^n  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  oppofed  the  bill.    He  was  not  often  in  the 
habit  of  intruding  upon  the  Houfe,  and  he  fcldom  wearied  tlicm 
by  Jong  fjxrcclies.    On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  he  felt  it  ini- 
pc^flibl.e  to  rcfift  delivering  his  opinion,  wliicli  he  alTurcd  gentlemen 
he  would  do  wirh  as  much  brevity  as  was  confiftent  with  tlie  per- 
formance of  a  tafk,  which  a  ftrong  fcnfc  of  duty  had  impofed  upon 
him.    It  appeared  fuftricntly  clear,  that  the  expenccs  of  this  dif- 
aflrous  war  had  fallen  cntiicly  upon  this  countr)',  and  had  been 
dra,wr^  from  the  hard -earned  pittance  of  the  poor.— The  vaft  mafi 
of  cxpencc  he  could  not  confent  to  fwell,  and  it  was /therefore  his 
opinion,  that  no  loan  (bould  be  granted  to  the  Emperor.     In  fed, 
he  conceived  that  the  loan  was  a  grcfs  impofttion  upon  the  people  of 
tlu's  country.    Pruflia  had  been  fuLfidized  at  a  period  w-un  his 
PrufiianMajcfty  hnd'cxplicitjy  afferted,  that  he  could  not  find  rioops 
•enow  to  ac\  againft  the  French.    He  could  not  furnifh  troops  to 
tecp  his  engagements  with  Great  Britain,  but  he  could  find  fuffi- 
clrnr  to  r:.*ry  Into  execution  the  infamous  r  .bbcry  of  Poland,  in 
C';n:crt  wiih  lliar  harpy,  the  Emprefs  of  Ri:fi:a.     It  was  curious  to 
obfcrve  how  very  fond  the  Miniftcr  feemcii  to  be  of  fubfidies  and 
loans. — A  fubfidy  had  been  granted  to  the  King  of  Sardinia — For, 
what  ?  For  nothing  more  than  to  defend  his  own  dominions.  The 
loan  that  was  to  be  given  to  the  Emperor  was  evidently  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  preventing  him  from  making  peace.   That  honourable  Mo- 
narch, the  King  of  Prufha,  who  had  picked  the  pockets  of  the  mild 
PoniatowrNi,- commonly  called  S-aniflaus  the  Illd.  and  aftcrv^anl* 
the  pockets  of  poor  Jc/tri  Bul/^  had,  notwitKftanding  the  fubfidy, 
made  peace  ;  and  the  Minitter  wn?  now  going  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment upon  the  Emperor,  and  to  prj*  hiai  for  not  follow]  ng  the  eX- 
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ample  of  Pruffia  in  making  peace.  To  the  giving  of  any  lo.m  for 
any  fuch  purpofe,  he  fliould  decidedly  object ;  but  certainly  if  the 
Hoafe  dI4  give  tlie  loan,  they  ought  to  azcompany  it  with  a  rcftric- 
tion,  that  the  Emperor  (hould  not  make  peace  witliout  the  knowledge 
and  concurrence  of  this  country, 

Mr.  FOX  cxprcffcd  it  as  his  determination,  not  to  enter  ngaih 
at  large  into  the  difcufllon  of  a  fubjcft  which  had  already  been  fo 
fully  difcuffed.    What  he  rofc  fi)r  was,  to  move  ah  amendment  to 
the  motion  for  reading  the  bill  a  fecond  time.  The  Houfc  had  V>ccn 
told  that  the  French  were  in  great  diftrcfs,  and  fo  he  believed  they 
were.    The  Houfe  had  alfo  been  told  that  much  might  be  done  by 
ftanding  aloof.    His  own  idea  of  ftanding  aloof,  was  to  ftand  aloof 
at  peace,  or  at  an  cxpence  not  much  above  the  ordinarj'  peace  efbb* 
lifliment,  an4  not  at  an  annual  expence  of  thirty  millions.  France, 
it  had  been  faid,  was  falling  to  pieces,  and  yet  fhe  made  treaties  of 
peace.  Why  was  therefore  a  treaty  with  this  country  to  prevent  her 
from  continuing  to  fall  to  pieces  ?  The  prefent  was  altogether  a  new 
fyftem,  of  which  the  Minifter<{  were  the  authors  ;  they  had  a  fuffl- 
cient  experience  of  the  condu£l  of  Pruffia,  and  they  were  now  going 
to  try  ^e  Emperor.  He  underftood  that  there  were  to  be  fomc  new 
allies  ;  not  new  allies  in  point  of  principle,  but  in  point  of  perform- 
ance, and  that  Ruflia  was  to  co-o^Kvatc  with  this  country.  He 
wifhed  to  know  why  tlie  Emprcfs  was  more  to  be  trufted  rww  than 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  how  hiftorians  were  to  dilVmgnifti  between 
Pruffia  and  the  other  powers,  who  had  participated  in  the  difmcm- 
bernient  of  Poland  ?  But  did  the  Minifter,  or  did  any  man,  expedt 
any  cordial  co-operation  from  the  Auftrians  ?  He  had  frequently  chal- 
lenged the  Minifter  to  produce  one  General  Officer  who  wou!(f  fay, 
that  any  co-operation  could  be  expected  from  them.    He  had  bad 
reafon  to  know  that  there  ha<t  been  times  in  which  the  affiftancc  of 
the  Auftrians  might  have  been  produiEtive  of  the  moft  important  cf« 
fcdls,  and  where  the  delay  of  a  few  hours  would  have  been  of  ma-, 
terial  confequence,  and  yet  this  delay  had  been  rcfufcd,  unleft  it 
were  paid  for.    It  had  been  faid  by  the  Minifter,  that  to  be  furo 
there  were  fome  circumftances  in  the  cafe  which  it  was  difficult  to 
explain,  and  therefore  very  wifely  he  had  not  made  any  attempt  to 
explain  them.  Of  the  Auftrians,  it  would  not  be  deemed  too  much 
to  fay,  that  they  were  as  much  to  be  trufted  as  the  PruiTKins,  anJ 
the  Pruffians  as  the  Auftrians.    He  concluded  by  moving,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion,  that  tlic  bill  fliould  be  read  a  fecond  time 
this  day  two  months. 

Mr;  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that  he  fliould  confine  himfrlf  ta  i 
very  few  obfcrvations.    An  allufion  had  been  rflatfeci  ^MiQQgiSf 


568 


i^ARLIAMENTARY 


a;  1795. 


fending  aloof ;  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox) 
faid  that  he  was  for  Handing  aloof  at  peace,  indead  of  at  war.  He 
fhould  in  anfwcr  confine  himfclf  to  the  fingle  argument  which  he 
had  ufed  on  a  former  occafion,  that  the  preffure  of  a  great  force  upcm 
Prance  would  compel  her  to  make  exertions,  to  which  fhe  was  un- 
equal. In  that  view  of  the  fubject  he  had  conttfndcd>  that  the  co- 
operation of  fo  great  a  military  power  as  that  of  Auftria,  would  be 
of  material  importance.  Of  the  military  tranfadtiona  to  which  Mr. 
Fox  had  aUuded,  he  (hould  fay  nothing,  becaufc  he  was  aware  jrf 
the  difficulty  of  deciding  on  military  events  that  took  place  atadif- 
tance ;  but  he  fancied  that  nobody  would  deny  Auftria  to  be  a  grat 
military  power,  and  to  be  deeply  intereftcd  in  the  event  of  the  war* 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion,  whether  the  bill  be  now  read  I 
when  there  were 
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Mr.  FOX  gave  notice,  tlxat  he  (hould  move  to-uiorrow  for  a 
new  writ  to  be  liTucd  for  the  election  of  a  Member  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament, in  the  room  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  whofe  app<.nntment  to 
the  Government  of  Corfica  had,  in  his  opinion,  vacated  his  feat. 

General  SMITH,  after  cxpfefling  a  firm  conviction  that  die 
Prince  had  a  right  to  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  durii^ 
his  minority,  gave  notice,  that  he  (hoiild  on  Friday  next  make  a 
motion  relative  to  thcfc  arrears. 

The  Houfc  now  rcfolvcd  itfclf  into  a  Committee  to  proceed  far- 
ther in  the  bill  for  fettling  an  income  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
for  enabling  him  to  pay  his  debts. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid,  that  he  was  ss  much  attached  to  the 
King  as  any  man  ;  but  when  the  kingdom  was  fo  opprclTcd  by  taxes 
as  it  was  at  prefcnt,  he  could  not  help  feeling  a  ftrong  li^clinatioA  to 
relieve  the  poor  and  the  iiiduftrious  as  much  as  poffiblc— He  was 
proceeding  to,  fay,  that  an  application  to  His  Majcfty  for  his  aflift- 
ancc  would  be  tin  advifablc  meafure,  when  he  was  called  to  order. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  objeaed  to  thecommiffion  appointed 
to  inquire  into  debts,  being  attended  with  any  expencc. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
give  any  falary  to  the  Commiflioners ;  nothing  more  was  meant  than 
to  providfe  for  the  neceffar)'^  contingent  cxpence  attendant  on  a  com- 
milfion  of  that  fort,  which  would  amount  to  fo  trifling  a  fum,  as, 
he  apprehended,  would  atFord  to  the  honourable  Baronet  no  ground 
of  objection.  The  nomination  of  the  Commiflioners  would  rutturally 
fall  to  the  Crown. 

Mr.  POWYS  did,  that  frojn  the  adlivc  intcreft  the)-  had  taken 
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in  the  bufinefs,  the  nomination  ought  to  belong  to  the  I-Ioufe  of 
Commons. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  thought  that  the  right  of  nominating 
the  Commiflioners  ought  not  to  be  taken  from  the  Prince.  The 
particular  arrangement  wa$  left  for  future  difcuflTron. 

Mr.  PO  W  YS  faid,  that  a  ftatement  of  the  debts  had  been  bid 
on  the  table ;  the  provifion,  however,  with  refpcft  to  their  liquida- 
tion, was  fo  worded  as  to  have  the  efFedt  to  bind  the  Houfe  to  pay 
thofe  debts  to  an  unlimited  amount. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  that  the  account  of  the  debts  had 
been  made  up  with  as  much  accuracy  as  poflible  ;  it  was  ncceffary, 
however,  that  a  little  latitude  (hould  be  allowed,  as  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  fix  the  fum  with  abfolute  precilion.  It  would 
not,  however,  be  found  to  exceed  the  ftatement  by  above  3,000!. 
It  was  propofed  and  adopted  that  the  amount  of  the  debts  to  be  paid 
fliould  be  fixed  in  the  preamble  at  a  fum  not. exceeding  650,0001. 

Mr.  CURWEN  fuggcfted,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for 
the  Public  to  borrow  a  fum  in  order  to  pay  ofF  the  debts  at  once,  and 
in  lieu  to  take  the  annuity  which  was  by  the  prefcnt  bill  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  creditors. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  provifion  was  fo  worded 
as  to  leave  itiipen  to  the  Public  to  pay  ofF  the  debts  at  any  time, 
^hen  money  might  be  borrowed  at  a  lower  rate  of  intcreft  than  it 
could  be  liad  at  prefent. 

General  SMITH  adverted  to  the  peculiarly  hard  fituation  of  the 
Princefs  of  Wales,  and  propofed  thai  a  feparatc  provifion  (hould  be 
made  for  her  Royal  Highncfs. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  as  he  could  not  consent  to  any  farther 
burdens  being  laid  on  the  Public,  he  (hould  propofe  the  provifion 
to  her  Royal  Highnefs  to  be  made  out  of  the  6o,oool.  to  be  allotted 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  Prince. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Mr.  FOX  both  reprobated  the  idea 
of  any  feparatc  provifion  being  made  for  her  Royal  Highnefs  out  of 
the  income  of  tlic  Prince,  as  he  conceived  that  he  would  be  difpofed 
to  fct  afide,  out  of  the  fum  allotted  him,  whatever  proportion  could 
with  propriety  be  granted,  for  the  eafc  and  comfort  of  her  Royal 
Hi^nefs. 

Mr.  ADDINGTON  (tlije  Speaker)  thought  that  the  mo(t  delicate 
rcfpeftfiil  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  add  a  fum  to  the  pre- 
fent income  intended  for  the  Prince,  which  (hould  be  underftood  to 
^  in  the  nature  of  a  prorvifion  for  the  ufe  of  her  Royal  Highnefs. 
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The  Comtmttee  then  proceeded  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  dauGs 
of  the  bill,,  in  fevcral  of  which  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  the 
claufes  read  and  agreed  to. 


Correa  Lift  of  the  MINORITY  who  voted  on  Mr.  FOX's  Mo- 
tion  to  defer  the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Auftrian  Loan  Bill- 


Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Barclay,  George 
Badet,  Sir  Francis 
Bouverie,  Hon.  Edvrard 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Church,  J.  B. 
Courtcnay,  John 
Curwcn,  J,  Chrifiian 
Fox,  Right  Hon,  C.  J, 
Francis,  Philip 
Harcourt,  John 
'Hare,  James 
Hufley,  William 
Lambton,  William  Henry 
Lech  mere,  Edmund 

Lemon,  Sir  William 
Martin,  James 

North,  Dudley 

Plumcr,  William 

Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 

Robinfon,  M. 

Ruffell,  Lord  John 

Ruffcll,  Lord  William 

Shuckburgh,  SirG.A.W. 

Smith,  Richard 

Smith,  William 

Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

Tarlcton,  General 

Wcftcm,  C.C. 

Whitbread,  Samuel,  jun. 

Wyndham,  Hon.  P.  C. 


Clitheroc 

Bridport 

Pcnryn 

Northampton 

Thctford 

Wendover 

Tamworth 

Carlifle  • 

Weftminfter 

Blcchingly 

Ilchcfter 

Knarelboro'igh 

New  Sarum 

Durham 

Worccflcr 

CbrnwaH  Count}' 

Tewkelbury 

Great  Griralby 

Hcrtfordfliirc 

Ncwcaftle-upon-Tyoe 

Borough  bridge 

Taviftock 

Surry  County 

Wanvickfiiirc 

Wareham 

Camelford 

Wareham 

Liverpool 

Maiden 

Bedford 

Midhur(V 


TELLERS. 


General  Tarlcton 
William  Smith 


Liverpool ' 
Camelford. 


Thurfday^  iith  June. 

'  The  Emperor's  loan  bill  paffed  the  Committee  after  a  few  obfcr- 
vations  againft  it  from  Mr.  M.  Robinfon.  The  Report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  to-morrow.  *  .  - 

Mn  WHITBREAD  obfervcd,  that  on  account  of  the  latcncfe 
«f  the  fcflfion,  he  muft  defer  to  the  next,  his  intended  niotion  widi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1795..  DEBATES.  571 

regard  to  a  bill  for  afcertaining,  by' returns  from  parifh  ofEcers,  the 
quantity  of  arable  land  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  returns  had  been  re- 
ceived, giving  accounts  of  the  different  perfons  who  are  now  confined 
in  different  gaols  of  this  kingdom,  in  confequence  of  procefTes  iffued 
out  of  the  eccleiiaftical  Courts. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  differences  of  opinion  might  arife  on 
the  appointment  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  to  the  office  of  Viceroy  of  Cor- 
fica.  It  was  a  queftion  aUb,  how  far  it  was  confident  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Conftitution  for  the  Crown  to  annex  any  thing  to  its 
dominion  without  the'  authority  of  Parliament:  thefe  were  points 
which  he  fhould  not  now  difcufs,  but  he  apprehended,  that  by  ac- 
cepting that  office  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  vacated  his  fcat  in  that  Houfe. 
This  was  clear  from  the  ad^  of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  time  of 
Queen  Anne,  and  from  various  authorities  which  it  was  needlefs 
for  him  to  mention ;  and  therefore  he  fhould  move,  That  the 
Speaker  do  iffue  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  Crown  for  a  new 
writ  to  be  iffuedfor  the  eleflion  of  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Hellftone,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet,  who  fince  his  eleftion  has  ac- 
cepted of  the  office  of  Viceroy  of  Corfica." — Ordered. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  moved  for  leave  to  prefent  a  petition.  He 
obferved,  that  it  Was  unneceffary  to  go  at  length  into  the  particu- 
lars of  the  devaftation  which  had  taken  place  in  the  iflands  of 
Grenada  and  St.  Vincent,  but  that,  in  another  ftage  of  the  bu- 
fincfs,  proofs  would  be  brought  forward  of  the  general  mifchief 
which  was  likely  to  arife  from  the  calamity  in  queftion.  That 
when  it  was  firft  propofed  to  give  relief  by  Exchequer  bills,  he 
felt  great  difficult)'  in  reforting  again  fo  foon  to  that  meafure  ;  but 
that  afterwards,  having  an  opportunity  of  more  complete  information, 
he  was  convinced  there  was  great  danger  of  widely-extended  bank- 
ruptcy, which  would  greatly  affeft  the  manufadlures  and  commerce  of 
this  country,  and  that  unlcfs  fuch  relief  was  given  as  would  re-eftab- 
1i(h  the  plantations  in  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent ;  the 
advantage  of  a  produce,  equal  to  a  million  yearly,  would-be  loft  to 
this  country,  and  alfo  the  revenue  arifmg  from  fuch  a  produce. 
That  he  knew  feveral  very  eminent  houfes  had  accepted  bills,  which, 
in  confequcnce  of  the  failure  of  returns  from  thofe  iflands,  could  not 
be  paid.  That  the  amount  of  thofe  bills  vv-as  very  great,  and  that 
the  failure  of  tltofe  houfes  would  involve  in  ruin  many  great  houfes 
in  London,  Liverpool,  and  Glafgow,  He  therefore  thought  it  his 
^uty  to  recommend  the  cafe  of  the  merchants  and  planters  to  the  at* 
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tcntion  of  the  Houfc ;  and  to  move  that  the  petition  Ihocdd  be  tc 
ferred  to  the  confideration  of  a  fcleft  Committee. 

The  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  connefted  with,  and  trading.to, 
the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  Saint  Vincent,  was  Aen  prefcntcd  to  ds 
Houfc,  and  read  ;  fctting  forth, 

That  the  recent  calamities  which  have  befallen  the  faid  iflands,  and  tlic 
confequences  with  which  they  have  been,  and  will  be,  attended,  compel 
the  petitioners  to  apply  to  the  Hwufe  for  luch  nid  as  may,  in  feme  degree, 
alleviate  their  niisfjrtunc:  That  chcfe  calamities  have  been  occalioned  by 
infiirredions  of  the  French  inhabitants,  and  free  people  of  colour,  ia 
both  th.e  faid  iflands,  joined  in  Saint  Vincent  by  the  Carrihs,  and  akboufh 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  every  quarter  hath  not  futfercd  in  an  equal  degree, 
yet  every  eftate  inufl  be  materially  injured  by  the  neceffary  abfcnctaf 
the  Managers  and  Overfecrs,  who,  in  the  very  fcafon  of  the  crop,  af- 
ferabled  as  militia  fo\  the  defence  of  the  fovcrelgnty  of  the  lilandsj  ani 
that  the  petitioners  had  reafon  to  expei''t  an  imponation  of  produce  lt>a 
very  large  amount,  which  would  have  enabled  them  to  have  fulfilled  n- 
rioiis  cngHgcments,  which,  from  the  nature  of  their  concerxjs  in  bufincik, 
they  had  entered  into,  and,  as  a  great  fupply  of  diftercnt  articles  from 
this  country  will  be  required  for  re-ftttling  and  reftoring  the  eftatcs,  the 
petitioners  will  be  unable,  without  the  aid  of  the  Houic,  either  to  fulfill 
Uich  engagements  or  furnifli  fuch  fupplies;  and  that  the  petitioners  com* 
pute,  that  the  clear  value  of  the  produce  from  Grenada  and  Saint  Vioccot 
has  been  equal  to  one  million  annually,  and,  as  but  a  fmall  proportion  of 
fuch  produce  can  now  be  expelled,  they  already  begin  to  feel  theprcflurc 
of  ferious  a  defalcation,  by  the  etfe6l  which  it  hath  produced  upon 
their  credit  in  the  commcrcial  woiid ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Hoofc 
to  take  their  cafe  into  immediate  confideration,  and  to  grant  fuch  re- 
lief as  to  the  Houfe  may  fecm  proper. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  feconded  the  motion.  He  entered  it 
large  into  the  merits  of  the  bill  paffed  two  years  ago  for  the  rdief 
of  our  commercial  credit.  He  expatiated  on  the  beneficial  efMs  of 
that  bill,  and  cKprclTed  himfelf  of  opinion  that  fomething  upon 
fame  principle  (liould  be  adopted  in  the  prefent  cafe.  He  maintained 
that  no  blame  was  imputable  to  thci  merchants  who  made  this  sqjpli- 
cation,  nor  would  any  be  found  to  attach  to  Gjovemment  if  an  in- 
quiry was  to  be  inftitutcd.  The  calamity  which  had  befallen  die 
iflands  was  unforefeen  and  unavoidable.  The  general  courfc  of 
Weft- India  property  was  fuch  as  to  require  confiderablc  time  in  its 
arrangement,  and  as  this  bufinefs  was  of  great  importance,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  fume  legiflative  aid,  in  the  way  he  had  already  men- 
tioned, fhould  be  granted  to  the  prefent  petitioners  ;  and  he  had 
the  fulleft  confidence  in  the  good  efFedts  which  it  would  produce fcOtt 
the  experience  he  had  had  already  of  the  cfFcdls  of  the  bill  to  which 
he  had  alluded.  He  chofe  to  open  this  buSnefs  generally,  in  orict 
that  the  Houfe  might  be  apprifed  at  onc5C  of  the  nature  of  tlic  fub* 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  complimented  the  Miniftcr  upon*  the 
regard  he  had  always  (he^^n  for  the  pubHc  money  ;  but  thought  this 
a  matter  of  too  much  public  importance  for  him  to  hazard  an  opinion 
-without  much  examinadon.  He  (hould  therefore  firft  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  cafe,  and  then  take  fud\  Aeps  as  (hould  appear  to 
him  to  be  didlatcd  by  his  public  duty. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  among  the  many  and  various  calamities 
which  this  war  had  already  heaped  upon  us,  beyond  any  thing  of 
which  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  countrj'  ftarnifhed  an  example,  this 
was  a  ftriking  inftance.    He  could  not  help  lamenting  that  we  were 
going  on  with  a  war  that  would  heap  upon  us  ftill  farther  calamities 
of  the  nature  to  which  the  petition  allucjcd.    When  the  bill  for  the 
relief*of  our  commercial  credit  was  propofed,  he  doubted  the  expc* 
diency  of  it,  becaufe,  if  reliefs  of  this  kind  were  to  be  granted  when- 
ever they  were  allied,  every  one  muft  fee  what  the  intluence  of  the 
Minifter  muft  be  with  all  perfons  connected  with  commercial  deal- 
ings.  The  prcfent  application  proved  to  him  the  truth  of  this  obfer- 
vation  ;  for  he  could  not  forget  how  often  he  had  been  told  in  pri- 
vate by  perfons  of  confidcrable  importance  in  public  affairs,  "  Wc 
have  Weft-India  property,  and  we  muft  fupport  Adminiftration." 
Here  was  at  once  an  explanation  of  the  caufe  of  the  fupport  given 
by  commercial  men  to  the  meafures  of  the  King's  Minifters ;  they 
apprehended  that  their  own  credit  might  be  in  danger,  and  therefore 
ia  order  to  have  parliamentary  aid  in  their  cmbarraffment,  they 
fanflioncd  with  their  voices  what  they  difapproved  in  their  hearts. 
If  this  fyftem  continued  to  be  acted  upon,  he  would  venture  to  fay, 
that  wc  might  indeed  have  the  form  and  name  of  our  Conftitution, 
but  the  fpirit  of  it  would  be  gone,  and  there  would  not  remain 
among  us  even  the  veftige  of  liberty,  for  tlicre  would  not  be  a  man 
remaining,  who  had  any  commercial  dealings,  who  would  venture 
to  fpeak  his  mind  upon  public  affairs,  from  fear  of  difobliging  the 
Minifter,  whofc  favour  he  was  likely  to  ftand  in  need  of.  Every 
war  in  its  nature  tended  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Minifters  of 
this  country ;  but  this  in  a  greater  degree  than  all  former  wars  ^ 
day  after  day  it  introduced  innovation  upon  innovation,  fuch  as 
the  boldeft  man,  who  had  any  regard  for  liberty,  could  not  behold, 
without  the  moft  alarming  apprehenfions :  for  of  all  innovations  on 
the  principles  of  liberty,  thefc  were  the  moft  dangerous  which  were 
filent  in  their  effect,  and  gradual  in  their  progrefs.    Siich  meafures 
as  the  prefont  were,  in  his  apprehcnfion,  much  more  d;mgerous  to 
the  Conftitution  of  this. country,  than  any  abafc  of  the  election  of 
Members  to  fervc  in  Parliament,  great  even  as  that  cyil  mighit  be. 
If,  in  the  common  cburfc  of  war,  the  Weft-lnJia  idar^is  HypM 
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fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he  wiflied  to  know  in  what  itfped 
that  cafe  coujd  be  diftinguiftied  in  point  of  principle  from  the  prefent 
application  ?  and  he  wiihcd  to  know  what  grpund  there  was  for  us  to 
be  affured  tliat  even  that  misfortune  may  not  befell  us?  The  Mini- 
fter  had  faid  tliere  was  no  blame  to  be  attached  to  the  merchants  who 
made  this  application.  He  would  dare  to  fay  not,  except  in  the 
circumftance  of  not  having  oppofed  that  which  brought  on  their  mif- 
fortune ;  and  he  hinted  too  that  no  blame  would  attach  to  Miniftcrs 
if  the  fubjedt  was  inquired  into ;  and  yet  this  very  inquiry  the  Mi- 
nifter  had  always  rcfufcd  to  grant.  He  would  fay  again,  what  he 
'  had  often  faid,  that  there  was  much  to  blame  ;  that  Minifters  had 
been  grofsly  negligent  in  that  quarter,  as  well  as  in  many  other  parts 
of  the  world  ^  and  he  trufted  that  a  new  Houfe  of  Commons,  or, 
perhaps,  even  this  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  be  of  that  way  of 
thinking,  for  he  believed  fuch  long  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the 
Public.  Such  was  the  opinion  in  the  Weft  Indies— Such  he  verily 
believed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  very  men  who  figned  this  petition," 
an  opinion  which  they  would  have  cxpreffed  long  ago,  had  they  not 
forefeen  that  they  might  be  under  the  neceflity  of  alking  fuch  a  boori 
as  this  from  Government.  '  He  then  defired  the  Houfe  to  confider 
the  nature  of  Weft- India  {)ropert}',  and  to  paufe  before  they  pro- 
ceeded upon  this  bufmcfs.  Above  all,  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would 
recoiled  its  own  refolution  with  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  Have 
trade  ;  and  he  truftcd  that  no  meafure  would  be  adopted  by  Parlia- 
ment, to  give  aid  to  the  purchafe  of  flaves,  for  that  would  be  in  the  . 
laft  degree  difgraceful  to  the  Houfe.  He  taw  a  number  of  difficul- 
ties in  this  bufinefs  ;  and  he  lamented  that  the  latenefs  of  the  feffion 
made  it  impoffible  that  it  ftiould  be  difcuffcd  in  a  Houfe  properly  at- 
tended. He  was  afraid  it  would  fuccecd  in  Parliament,  if  counte- 
nanced by  the  Miniftcr ;  but  it  was  his  intention  to  give  it  his  de- 
cided negative. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  approved  of  this  meafure  higlily,  and 
tcv^k  occasion  to  enlarge  very  much  on  the  beneficial  effecls  of  the 
bill  palled  two  years  ago,  to  fupport  our  <X)mmercial  credit.  No 
country  u\)on  earth  but  Great  Britain  was  capable  of  fuch  encrg)'. 
He  apprehended  none  of  the  evils  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  pfedlited :  on  the  contrary,  he  thooght  they  would  turn 
'out  in  much  the  fame  way  as  thofc  be  had  anticipated,  when  he  op- 
pofed the  former  bill.  It  had  been  faid,  that  at  leaft  five  millions 
would  be  wanted  for'the  fupport  of  the  plan  in  the  former  commer- 
cial credit  bill ;  only  two  millions  and  an  half  had  been  called  for, 
and  now  credit  was  entirely  reftored,  and  the  country  in  a  ftatc  of 
the  liighcft  profperiry.  He  maintained  that  this  was  not  9  new  inca- 


A.  1795. 


DEBATES. 


575 


furc,  for  many  years  ago,  it  had  been  adopted  at  St.  Kitt's,  Bar- 
badoesi  and  Jamaica ;  nay  more,  in  that  cafe  large  fums  of  money 
had  been  granted,  and  here  we  were  only  to  add  to  the  fccurity  of 
the  merchants,  and  to  guarantee  payment.  He  thought  there  was 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  influence  which  Miniftcr^  would  gain  by 
doing  a  meritorious  adtion,  fo  loudly  called  for  by  the  exigency  of 
the  cafe.  He  denied  entirely  the  truth  of  any  one  aflcrtion,  of  the 
n^ligence  of  Adminiftration,  with  refpcd  to  the  fafety  of  the  Weft 
Indies.  He  was  perfeftly  ready  to  inveftigate  that  bufinefs,  and  he 
maintained  that  no  fpccific  complaint  in  that  rcfpcdl  had  ever  been 
made. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved  diat  he  had  made  complaints  on  this  very 
point,  among  many  others,  when  he  moved  for  a  Committee  of  In- 
qUiiy  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  He  was  ready  to  go  into  it  any 
time,  and  he  was  ready  to  prove,  if  the  inquiry  was  granted,  that 
the  force  fcnt  under  Sir  Charles  Grey  was  inadequate  to  its  objeiS  ; 
but  Minifters  had  refufed  to  grant  the  inquiry,  and  it  was  a  little  too 
much  now  to  affert  that  there  was  no  complaint  made,  for  complaint 
had  been  made,  and  inquiry  refufed  by  Minifters. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Fox,  and 
attributed  the  Minifter*s  large  majorities  in  that  Houfe  to  fuch  in- 
creafing  influence. 

.  Sir  W.  PULTENEY  was  in  favour  of  the  petition,  -and  com- 
mended the  Minifter  for  giving  it  fupport. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wiftied  rather  they  (hould  be  aflifted  with  mo- 
ney than  credit.  He  faid,  a  ftrong  affcrtion  was  of  weight  in  that 
Houfe ;  he  fliould  meet  the  aflertion  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Dundas]  with  as  ftrong  a  one — at  no  one  period  was  the 
Weft-India  iflands  more  negledled. 

General  TARLETON  faid  he  (hould  vote  for  the  petition  be- 
ing referred  to  a  Committee,  but  (hould  apply  afterwards  to  his  con- 
ftituents,  many  .of  whom  were,  he  .believed,  convinced  that  the 
Minifter  had  ruined  great  part  of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  thought  this  was  a  bufinefs  which  required  much 
deliberation. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  thought  the  propofed  meafure  indif- 
penfably  necelTary. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  thought  the  Minifters  were  laudably  attentive 
to  all  the  iflands  except  Cape  Breton,  to  which,  with  every  en- 
deavour, he  was  unable  to  draw  their  attention.  Its  late  worthy 
excellent  Lieutenant-Governor  had  failed  for  two  years  paft  to  ob- 
tain it  from  them,  and  as  he  had  no  other  means  of  bringing  the 
fubje£L  before  the  Public,  he  ftiould  on  Monday  next  move  for  an 
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account  of  all  the  proceedings  rcfpefting  that  fettlement  fince  its  in- 
liitution  in  1784,  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  Government  had  thought 
proper  to  retain  its  own  opinion  againft  that  of  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet, in  rcf[x^6l  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  a  demand  made  by 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  alluded  to. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  the  fclcdt  Committee  appointed, 
and  the  Houfe  adjourned.  . 

iv'iV/fV,  I  2th  jfune. 

TJie  bill  for  widening  and  improving  tlic  entrance  to  the  city  br 
tcn^plc  bar,  afier  fome  flight  oppofition  from  Mr.  Lcchmcre,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  patTcd. 

The  Ploufc  rcfoKxd  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

On  the  qucllion  being  put  that  a  fum  of  27,0001.  be  granted 
on  accouni  of  the  expenccs  incurred  by  the  marriage  of  his  Royal 
Hir^hncfs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

Mr.  POW  YS  faid,  that  if  this  was  only  part  of  the  expence  ac- 
tually incurred  on  account  of  the  marriage,  it  was  one  of  tliofc  un- 
fortunate tranfadlions,  which  tlie  Houfe  could  not  look  to  widiout 
grief  and  fhamc.  After  the  pledge,  however,  which  the  Prince 
had  given  to  tlie  Houfe  with  refped  to  his  future  conduct,  it  mutl 
be  the  general  wifh  rithcr  to  look  forward  tlian  to  look  backward. 
He  mult  neverthelefs  remark,  that  there  was  no  precedent  of  any 
fuch  fum  having  been  granted  for  the  marriage  expenccs  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  as  was  now  required,  and  he  thought  that  bcfoc 
fuch  a  demand  was  made,  fome  fpecial  ground  ought  to  have  been 
laki  on  the  prefcnt  occafion.  Some  gentlemen  liad  cKprelfed  their 
furprife  that  His  Majefly  had  not  come  forv^ard  to  grant  fome  afl'ill- 
ance  to  the  Prince.  He  had  not  touched  on  that  topic,  becaufe  he 
.  was  pcrfuadcd,  that  if  there  had  exifted  tlie  means,  His  Majtlly 
would  certainly  have  interfL-red  to  have  prevented  the  Prince  from 
being  reduce  d  to  fo  humiliating  a  fituation. 

Mr.  Chnnocllor  PITT  ftatcd,  that  he  could  not  produce  any  pre- 
cedent of  a  fum  having  been  granted  for  marriage  expenccs,  but  it 
had  been  ufunl  to  grant  a  fum  to  a  Prince  of  Wales,  when  he  firft 
en;;''gcd  in  an  efiahlitliment, 

1  he  fum  was  then  voted,  as  alfo  a  fum  of  25,000!*  for  finifii- 
ingthe  repairs  of  Carlton  Houfe. 

I  he  Houfe  being  refumcd,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
■  moved,  tlut  rh.Tc  fhould  be  laid  on  t!ie  table,  a  copv  of  the  report 
to  the  Lords  CommliTioners  of  His  Majclly's  Trcafury  from  the 
Cuinnii  uoncrs  appointed  for  tliC  ilTue  of  certain  Exchequer  bills. 
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He  faid,  that  laft  year  a  relief  had  been  granted  by  an  Exchequer 
loan  to  the  commercial  intercft  of  this  country  ;  as  a  demand  for  a 
fimilar  relief  was  now  made  by  the  merchants  of  Grenada,  he  wiihed 
the  report  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  in  order  that  the  Houfc  might  be 
quail  Bed  to  judge  of  the  efFefts  of  the  former  meafure.  The  report  • 
was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  report  being  brought  up  of  the  bill  granting  a  jointure  to 
her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales, 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  fliould  propofe  to 
introduce  a  claufe  on  the  third  reading,  granting  this  jointure  to  her 
Royal  Highnefs,  in  bar  of  any  claim  flie  might  have  to  a  dower 
fiom  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall, 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  did  not  fee  any  reafon  why  a  different 
claufe  (hould  be  introduced  in  the  prefent  inftance,  fit)m  what  had 
been  adopted  on  former  occafions. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  the  widow  of  the  Black  Prince  bad 
a  dower  from  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 
The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  SeleS  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Grenada,  was  brought  up  and  or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  next.— Adjourned. 

Monday  J  15/A  yt4nt. 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  the  more  expedi- 
tious and  pun6tual  payment  of  certain  officers  of  the  navy, 

Mr.  JEKYLL  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occa- 
lion  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  marines.  He  wi(hed,  if  in  the 
courfc  of  official  arrangements  it  could  be  done,  that  the  fame  pro- 
vifion  as  that  now  before  the  Houfe  fhould  be  extended  to  the  ma- 
rines. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obfcrved,  that  this  did  not  properly 
come  under  his  department  in  office ;  any  advice,  or  affiftance, 
however,  which  he  could  give,  h6  was  ready  to  offer,  if  any  gen- 
leman  {hould  come  forward  with  any  official  regulation  upon  that 
fubjea. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the  merchants  of 
Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's  being  brought  up,  the  Houfe  refolved  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  cgnfidor  of  the  matter 
of  the  report. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated  that,  as  the  Houfe  were  already 
lb  folfy  in*  poffeffien  of  all  the  circumftanccs  on  which  the  report  was 
j&dnded,  it  would  be  unneceffary  for  him  to  fay  any  thinj^^  more. 
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He  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  moving  rcfolution,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  His  Majcfty  to  dtredl  the  iffuing  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  an  half,  to  be  ilTued  to 
Commiirioners,  to  be  by  them  advanced  under  certain  regulations 
and  rcftridions  for  the  accommodation  of  certain  merchants  and  oAcr 
pcrfons  connefted  with  and  trading  to  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and 
St.  Vincent's,  who  (hall  be  defirous  to  receive  them  fior  a  time  to  be 
limited. 

General  SMITH  wifhed  to  know  why  the  fum  granted  was  t» 
be  a  million  and  a  half,  as  he  underftood  that^  the  fum  was  only  a 
million. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  underftood  alfo 
that  a  million  would  be  fufficient,  but  as- it  was  impoffible  to  know 
exaflly,  the  better  way  would  be  to  name  a  million  and  a  half. 
The  Commiffioners  were  by  no  means  bound  to  iffue  that  fum,  al- 
though they  .had  the  power. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  from  the  experience  we  had  of 
the  meafure  which  paffed  two  years  ago,  for  the  fupport  of  commer- 
cial credit,  he  truftcd  the  Houfc  would  be  ready  to  agree  to  thb 
propofition.  The  real  fum  which  might  be  wanted  might  be  Icfs 
than  the  fum  now  propofcd,  but  he  thought  that  fliould  be  left, 
under  all  the  circumftanccs,  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Commiffioners 
to  be  authorifed  to  ad  under  the  bill. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid.a  few  words. 

Mr.'  Secretarj^  DUNDAS  vindicated  the  affertions  which  he 
formerly  made  with  regard  to  the  care  which  Government  had 
taken  to  fend  adequate  forces  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  maintained 
that  tiie  calamities  which  befel  the  inhabitants  there  were  unfbrefeoi 
and  unavoidable.  He  then  enumerated  the  troops  fent  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Weft  Indies,  to  corroborate  what  he  had  ai&rtcd. 
The  whole  of  the  troops  fent  thither  were  20,206  men. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  number  fent ;  but 
the  queftion  was,  whether  the  force  was  adequate  to  the  dbjoSt  ? 
If,  for  inftancc,  he  were  tp  fay,  after  voting  a  larger  (\ipfAy  than 
at  any  former  perii)d,  that  no  more  could  be  wanted,  he  appre^ 
hendcd  that  Miniftcrs  would  fay  that  this  was  not  the  way  to  argue 
fairly  ;  that  the  qucltion  was  not  whether  the  fupply  already  grant- 
ed was  or  was  not  larger  than  any  former  fupply,  but  whether  it 
was  large  enough  fbr  the  purpt'fes  ^'hich  the  Executive  Government 
Iiad  in  view?  Juft  Co  was  the  cal'e  here,  the  queftion  not  being  whe- 
ther the  force  was  larger  than  any  before  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
but  whether  it  was  adequate  to  tlic  objeft  we  had  in  view.  Under 
a  fair  and  juft  cohlideration  of  all  the  circumftahces,  taking  it  in  diat 
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view;  he  would  maintain  ag?iin,  that  the  force  fent  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies was  inadequate  to  the  protedlion  of  the  iflandsy  and  that  they 
wqre  too  long  kept  back.  Minifters  had  had  three  objedls  in  view 
at  the  fame  time :  the  keeping  pofleffion  of  Toulon  ;  thq  landing  of  / 
an  army  on  the  coaft  of  France  ;  and  the  conquering  of  the  French 
Weft-India  iflands.  They  had  not  ftcrificcd  any  one  of  thefe  pro- 
jects for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into  execution  the  remaining  two, 
but  by  purfuing  each  at  once,  had  failed  in  all.  It  was  not  that  he 
complained  of  the  number  of  the  troops  fent  out,  but  of  the  period 
at  which  they  were  fent  out,  and  of  ths  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  diftributed  on  the  different  iflands.  Martinique  was  taken; 
yet  the  force  left  upon  the  .ifland  was,  he  contended,  inadequate  to 
the  prcfervation  of  it.*  If,  however,  the  Houfe  would  confcnt  to 
g|0  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  they  would  then  fee  whether  proper 
attention  had,  or  had  not,  been  paid  to  the  Weft- India  iflands. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  pofitively  denied  that  the  force  under 
Sir  Charles  Grey  was  inadequate  to  the  execution  of  the  plan  on 
ivhich  he  had  been  fent  out.  The  original  plan  extended  to  the  con- 
queft  not  only  of  the  Windward  iflands,  hut  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  fd  that  after  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Sir  Charles 
Grey's  expedition,  there  were  abundantly  fufficient  for  the  reduftion 
of  the  Windward  iflands  only  ;  and  the  confcqucnce  was,  that  the 
iflands  fell.  With  refpeft  to  the  fubfequcnt  lofs  of  them,  he  would 
only  remark,  that  fo  far  was  Sir  Charles  Grey  from  apprehending  any 
danger,  that  he  was  on  his  return  home.  On  the  misfortune  at  Gua- 
daloupe  Hfe  would  not  dwell — he  could  not  without  incurring  the 
fufptcion  of  partiality  advert  to  the  whole  of  that  tranfa6\Ion,  but 
would  barely  mention,  that  Sir  Charles  Grey  faid,  if  General 
Dundas  had  not  died,  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe  would  not  have 
been  loft.  Befides,  the  unparalleled  mortality  among  the  troops 
tended  to  leave  the  iflands  more  defcncelcfs.  , 

Mr.  FOX,  alluding  to  the  opinion  that  had  been  cxprcfled  by 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  faid,  that  he  fliould  like  to  aflc  that  gallant  Ge- 
ncrals  opinion  frogi  himfelf.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  feemed 
to  hint  that  there  was  blame  fomewhere.  He  wiflied  to  know 
where  that  blame  was,  and  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  deal  in  dark  infinuations.  The  real  fault  was,  that  the 
Minifters  had  uniformly  proceeded  in  a  fi^pofition  that  a  Icfs  force 
would  do,  than  experience  had  proved  was  neccflfary. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN  went  over  the  circumftances  of  the  campaign  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  agreed  witli  Mr.  Fox,  that  our  forces  there 
were  inadequate  to  our  objefl:.  He  wiflicd  very  much  for  an  in- 
quiry into  this  bulincfs,  and  but  for  the  iatencfs  of  the  fefiion  he 
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Ihould  tnovt  for  the  pxodu6tipn  of  a  number  of  papers  that  noidd 
convejr  to  the  Houfe  a  great  deal  of  information  upon  this  matter. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  Britifli  iflands  >vcrc  left  entirely  unprotcflcd, 
to  conquer  St.  Domingo.  And  he  challenged  Miniilcrs  to  call  for- 
ward any  dne.  man  belonging  to  the  Weft  Indies  who  would  fey 
that  thofe  iilands  had  received  fuch  protcftion  as  the  intereits  of 
Great  Britain  required. 

The  queftibn  was  then  put  and  carried,   and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow.  • 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  he  rofc  to  move  for  certain 
papers  refpeding  the  colony  of  Cape  Breton,  which  hzd  been  ne- 
gleded  beyond  any  other  belonging  to  Great  Britain  ever  lincc  the 
year  1787,  when  Lieutenant-Governor  Debardt  was  recalled  to 
anfwer  charges  preferred  againft  him  by  fome  of  the  inhabitants— 
He  came  over  in  1788,  demanded  a  trial,  and  could  get  nofatis- 
fadtion,  though  he  had  ever  fincc,  from  week  to  week  and  month  to 
month,  applied.  Sir  William  ftated,  that  he  himfelf  and  others^ 
not  merely  for  the  fake  of  Mr.  Debardt,  but  for  the  interert  of  die 
Public,  alfo  applied  for  the  fame  purpofc,  but  in  vain — he  there- 
fore brought  forward  his  Qiotion  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  that  gen- 
'  tleman,  and  reimburfc  him  a  vaft  fum  of  money  he  had  expended 
for  Government  out  of  his  own  pocket. — His  motion  was,  "  That 
"  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant- 
**  Governor  Debardt,  with  his  letters  to  Miniftcrs — the  remon- 

ftrances  to  Lord  Sydney — his  confequent  letters  of  recal — and 

the  correfpondcnce  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  who  fuccecded 
''him." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  if  the  objeS  of  the  motion 
was  pecuniary  accounts,  he  would  make  no  objefiion  to  bringing 
them  forward.  The  cafe  of  Governor  Debardt  and  his  accounts 
had  undergone  a  full  and  r^ular  invcftigation  by  the  CommifEon- 
ers  for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  and  were  decided  up  to  fo  lare 
a  period  as  Oftober  1793,  and  the  balance  determined  ;  but  fincc 
that  Governor  Debardt  iiad  given  jn  frefn  demands,  and  there  was 
a  determination  againft  him,  fo  that  all  proper  attention  had  been 
given  to  his  demands  by  the  different  departments  under  whom  it 
properly  came.  In  order  to  fliew  the  Houfe  what  grounds  there 
were  for  the  motion,  and  particularly  for  what  fell  from  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet  on  die  point  of  pecuniary  claims,  he  would  read 
fome  extradls  from  the  CommifTioners*  report — this  he  accordingly 
did,  and  the  tenor  of  them  appeared  to  be  clearly  ag^nft  the  de- 
mands of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  thought,  that  the  charaacr  of  Governor 
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CteEbadt  was  nnjuitty  iropficated  in  the  report  jufl:  read*  He 
that  there  did  not  cxift  in  that  Houfc,  or  any  where,  a  gentleman 
of  -greater  honour  and  integrity,  or  one  who  had  better  ferved  his 
country.  He  had  ferved  under  General  Wolfe,  and  loft  his  rank 
hy  purfuing  furveys  of  the  coaft  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  were  ac- 
knowledged to  be  of  the  greateft  ufe  by  all  naval  officers,  and  par- 
ticularly by  Lord  Howe,  who  wrote  him  a  letter,  thanking  Kim  for 
them,  as  they  (hortcncd  the  paiTage  in  thofe  feas  and  faved  many 
fl:ips.  He  was  alio  diftinguifhed  by  the  Marquis  Townfhend  and 
Colonel  Baroc,  as  a  nian  of  the  grcatcfl  merit- 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  bore  tcftimony  himfelf,  from  report,  «o 
the  good  charadh:r  of  Governor  Dcbaydt,  but  faid  that  pc»nt  was 
not  in  difcuflion. 

Mr.  V/INDHAM  alfo  bore  honourable  teftimony  to  the  Go^ 
vernor's  chancier. 

Mr.  FOX  fupported  the  motion. 
*    On  a  diviiion,  tliere  were 

For  it,  24;  Againft  it,  64. — Majority,  40. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  moved,  which  was  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  for  a  loan  of  four  millions  fnt  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  ♦ 
Mr.  FOX  obfervcd,  that  this  meafure  had  always  been  in 
his  mind  a  profligate  wafte  of  the  money  of  the  people  of  ibis 
country ;  and  what  had  lately  confirmed  him  in  that  opinion  waft 
the  furrcnder  of  Luxembourg.  It  became  the  Houfc  now  to  coniider 
very  fcrioufly  indeed,  whether,  after  the  Emperor  had  loft  one  of 
the  moft  important  fortreffes  in  Europe,  every  nerve  which  he 
could  employ,  could,  in  any  material  degree,  be  ferviceable  to  us 
againft  the  French  in  the  prefcnt  conteft  ?  Whether,  after  the  tak- 
ing of  that  fortrefs  on  the  feventh  of  this  month,  a  feafon  which, 
in  other  times,  w#  had  been  ufed  to  call  the  middle,  but  now  hardly 
the  beginning  of  a  campaign,  there  were  any  rational  hopes  of  any 
fuccefsful  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  againft  the  French  i 
This  was  not  all ;  there  were  reports  of  the  ceffaticMi  of  hoftilities, 
which  might  be  proper  to  be  inquired  into  ;  and  alfo  a  report  that 
there  was  a  new  alliance  between  this  country,  Auftria,  and  Rufp 
fia.  He  knew  he  might  be  told,  that  this  fubjcdl  was  not  now  be- 
fore the  Houfe.  He  hoped,  however,  if  it  exifted,  it  would  be 
laid  before  us  immediately,  or  not  until  the  next  fefiion  ;  not  like 
the  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  brought  forward  at  the  rifing  of 
Parliament,  and  hurried  through  the  Houfe.  This  was,  in  his 
mind^  a  ferious  and  an  alarming  thing  ;  there  were  perfons  who  be- 
lieved that  thcconfequence^of  fuch  an  alliance  would  be  a  war  be- 
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twcen  the  two  Imperial  Powers  and  Pruflia.  Whether  fuch  an  al- 
liance were  riglit  or  wrong,  he  would  not  prefume  to  dctcnninc;  he 
fliould  only  fay,  he  was  forry  to  l)elieve  that  there  were  fomc  per- 
fons,  who  called  themfelves  politltians,  who  were  fo  ft\ort-fightcd 
as  to  think  fuch  a  connexion  advantageous  at  all  events  to  this  coun- 
try. But,  for  his  own  part,  he  entertained  a  very  difFercnt  opi- 
nion, for  he  could  not  help  believing,  that  fuch  a  war  as  this  alli- 
ance might  produce  muft  involve  one  half  of  Europe  ;  and  he  could 
not  help  looking  with  great  anxiety  and  concern  at  the  condition  of 
fo  large  a  part  of  mankind,  if  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  war 
were  to  be  thus  extended,  and  the  profpcft  of  peace  to  be  placed  at 
fo  great  a  diftance.  He  knew,  he  faid,  that  thefe  points  were  not 
now  immcdiatelv  before  the  Houfe ;  but  the  rcfledtions  were  fo  na- 
tural,  that  he  could  not  help  alluding  to  them,  even  in  this  ftagc  of 
the  prefent  bill ;  for,  from  the  events  which  we  had  juft  heard  of, 
it  was  impoffible  for  any  man  who  did  not  deceive  himfclf  with  {an- 
guine views,  to  think  that  Auftria  could  be  equal  to  France  in  tbb 
conteft.  If  this  war  was  to  be  carried  on,  we  mufttiave  fomc  far- 
ther fupport  than  merely  diat  of  the  Emperor  againft  France ;  and 
this  muft  put  that  peace  vi  hich  was  fo  defimble  to  all,  far  off  indeed. 
We  were  told,  every  day,  of  the  great  diftrclTes  of  France :  and 
he  believed  that  they  exiftcd  to  a  certain  degree  :  but  he  never  could 
look  with  pleafure  on  the  profccution  of  a  war,  when  the  qucftion 
between  the  parties  was,  who  could  hold  out  under  fevere  prelTore, 
and  bear  great  diftrefs  the  longeft?  Such  a  determination  was  too 
dreadful  even  to  think  of.  He  had  heard,  that,  with  jefpeS  to 
our  own  profpedt  of  diftrefs,  the  accounts  were  exaggerated.  He 
wiftied  to  hear  a  ftatemcnt  of  fads  that  would  lead  him  to  believe 
that  fuch  was  really  the  cafe.  But  he  knew  that  the  diftrefs  of 
France  from  the  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  provifions  was  not  likely 
to  be  felt  alfo  in  this  country,  and  that  for  a  confiderable  time, 
even  although  the  evil  Ihould  not  in  reality  be  equal  to  the  accounts 
of  it,  for  we  all  knew  what  mighty  mifchief  monopoly  was  capaUe 
of  creating.  He  could  not  let  pafs  this  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  fentiments.  He  wiftied  at  all  times  that  we  fliould  avoid,  as 
much  as  poffible,  the  calamities  of  w?r,  always  dreadful,  but  now 
much  more  fo  if  every  part  of  Europe  was  likely  foon  to  fed  the 
want  of  provifions.  From  thefe  ferious  and,  to  him,  alarming  ap- 
prchenfions,  he  found  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  this  bill  in  its  laft  ftagc. 

The  qucftion  was  put,  ftnd  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  paflTcd, 
and  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  confider  the  Report  on  the  bill 
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for  an  cftablifliment  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,   liquidating  his 
debts,  &c. 

Some  converfation  took  place,  whether  a  feparate  provifion  (hould 
be  made  for  the  Prlnccfs  out  of  tlie  6o,oool.  allotted  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  or  the  65,0001.  appropriated  for  the  liquidation  of  debt, 
on  which  the  Houfe'  divided. 

For  taking  the  fum  from  the  65,0001. 

Ayes,  81;    Noes,  12. 

After  this,  ftrangcrs  were  excluded  for  a  confiderable  time,  dur- 
ing which  one  or  two  divifions  took  place  on  different  claufes.— 
Upon  the  re-admiffion  into  the  gallery.  General  Smith  was  moving 
a  claufe  empowering  the  Commiffioncrs  to  inquire  into  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  ariling  from  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Prince,  with  a  view  of  its  being  applicable  to  the  li- 
quidation of  his  debts.* 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  began  widi  admitting,  that 
he  had  not  been  quite  accurate  in  the  ftatement  which  he  had  for- 
merly given  on  the  fubjcdl.  The  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  was  a  te- 
nure neither  held  by  Knights  fervice  nor  by  foccagc  j  it  was  of  a 
nature  fo  peculiar,  as  it  was  very  difficult  for  him  to  defcribe.  He  . 
apologized  that  he  could  not  go  minutely  into  the  queftion^  as  in 

*  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  fevcral  fums  paid  from  the  revenues 
of  the  Dutchy  oi  Cornwall,  during  the  minority  of  his  -Royal  Highntlf 
the  Prince  of  Walas,  in  purfuancc  of  His  Majefty's  warrants,  counter- 
iigaed  by  the  Lords  Commiilioners  of  the  Treafury,  with  the  dates  of 
fuch  wan-ants. 

aiftjuly,  1763,    12,000   o  o 

21ft  May,  176  c,  '  20,000   o  o 

2iftjuly,  1766;  -    M  i^>478  II  2 

8th  July,  1768,  —  '  12,500   O  o 

17th  April,  1769,  —   11,000   o  o 

6th  April,  1770,  ■■■  i7>ooQ   o  o 

3d  April,  1771,    —  8,700   o  o 

i6ih  April,  1772,         —  —         13,000   o  o 

23d  May,  1773,  —  —         ii,ooo   o  o 

4th  Augull,''i774,  —  8,000   o  o 

i^th  April,  1775,  I  12,000  0.0 

17th  April,  1776,  —         —      i2>9So  o  o 

29th  May,  1777,  — 9,720   o  o 

1 6th  April,  1778,  —  159964   o  o 

1 6th  April,  1779,  ■    ■  6,640   o  o 

26th  June,  1780,  —  ~         8,603    ^  ^ 

2£ftMay,  1781,  —  —  15*700    o  o 

25th  March,  1782,    8,658    o  o 

jthMay,  1783         —  —  12,051    o  o 

£.233,764  II  2 
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the  ftation  which  he  held,  it  rr^^ht  be  neceflbry  for  him  to  difcufe 
the  queftion,  in  oppofition  to  thjie  who  fupported  the  right  of  the 
Rrince.  He  defcribed  it  as  a  fund,  fet  apart  by  the  Legiflatute, 
for  t^e  fupport  of  the  State  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales— 
whd  had  veiy  properly  been  reprefenred  as  Mapr  a  £e  nativitaUs* 
In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  he  went  through  the  diiFerent  cafes 
which  had  been  brought  forward.  The  qucftion  of  the  right  of 
the  Prince  he  confeffed  to  be  exceedingly  difficult.  If  this  was 
a  fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  the  period  of 
his  birth,  the  King,  as  his  natural  guardian,  had  the  difpo&l  of 
that  fund  during  his  minority.  The  difScuIty  was  increafed  by  the 
long  period  which  had  Intervened  fince  that  minority,  which  would 
render  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  extremely  doubtful  in 
the  decifion,  if  it  was  at  all  proper  to  be  brought  fi)rward. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  wifhed  only  to  ftatc  a  few 
pra^Kcal  points  relative  to  the  queftion.  If  there  exifted  any  claim, 
it' was  a  claim  upon  the  Public.  The  revenues  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall  had  been  applied  in  aid  of  the  civil  lift ;  as  fuch,  they  bad 
been  recognized  by  Parliament,  by  whom  the  debts  of  that  civil 
lift  had  been  more  than  once  paid.  But  it  was  next  to  be  confi- 
dcred  how  far  in  point  of  fubftantial  jufticc  any  thing  was  due  frortl 
the  Public  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  If  this  was  a  fund  for  the  fup- 
port of  the  State  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  it  was  cer- 
tainly intended  that  the  appropriation  of  this  fund  (hould  prevent 
any  expence  from  falling  either  upon  the  civil  lift,  or  the  Public 
The  Public  would  then  have  a  right  to  fet  off  againft  the  amount  of 
the  income,  during  the  minority,  any  expence  ifhich  might  have 
been  incurred  on  account  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  It  was  impoffible 
to  calculate  die  expence  during  his  infancy ;  from  1771  to  1783, 
the  ex;pence  of  his  education  had  amounted  to. 8 0,0 col.  with  an 
extraordinary  expence  of  3000L  for  fome  years;  (the  education  of 
the  Doke  of  York  was  included,  but  as  the  fame  preceptors  would 
have  been  neccflfary  for  the  Prince,  diis  made  but  a  trifling  additiea 
to  the  Prince;)  in  1783  a  fum.of  6o,oool.  had  been  granted  him 
to  defray  die  expences  of  his  outfet;  and, afterwards,  in  1787,  his 
debts  had  been  paid  to  the  amount  of  219,0001,  All  thcfc  fums 
taken  together  amounted  to  upwards  of  300,0^01.  and  would  be 
to  be  deduced  from,  the  proceeds  of  the  Datchy  of  Cornwall,  if 
thcfe  (hould  be  adjudged  to  be  due  to  him  during  his  minority. 
He  conceived  the  prefent  difcuffion  to  have  no  <^her  eflfcS  than  that 
of  ftirring  a  difficult  and  abftrufe  queftion  without  any^diancc  of 
prav^ical  benefit,  either  to  the  Prince  or  the  Public.  He  remaikcd 
that  neither  tlie  Prince  himfclf,  his  creditors,  nor  Parliauncnt,  had 
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at  all  proceeded  upon  a  fuppofition  of  anj  fuch  fum  being  due  to 
him* 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  faw  the  bufinefs  in  a  very  different  light ; 
and  that  even  if  the  affumptions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
"wdrc  right,  he  thought  a  very  oppofitc  conclufion  was  to  be  drawn 
from  them.  What  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  ftated 
of  the  law,  had  only  confirmed  him  in  his  former  opinion  upon  the 
fubjedt.  He  had  ftated  that  this  was  a  fund  granted  for  thefupport 
of  the  State  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  this  was  not 
the  only  fund  conceived  to  be  necelfar)',  fmce  afterwards  the  prin- 
cipality of  Wales,  and  the  Earldom  pf  Cheftcr,  were  granted  for 
the  feme  purpofe.  He  paid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fome 
compliments  for  his  dexterity  in  making  out  a  bill  of  the  expcnces 
of  the  education  of  the  Prifice  of  Wales;  he  had  throN^'n  thofe  of 
the  Duke  of  York  into  the  bargain.  He  conceived  what  had  been 
ui^ed,  that  the  exixincc  would  fall  upon  the  Public,  to  be  a  moll 
unfeemly  argument.  Natural  feeling  fuggcftcd,  that  the  King, 
like  every  other  father,  ought  to  be  chargeable  with  the  education 
of  his  own  fon ;  and,  bccaufe  Parliament  had  paid  a  debt  of  the 
civil  lift,  to  the  amount  of  600, cool,  it  was  not  to  be  inferred, 
though  it  might  probably  have  been  the  cafe,  that  they  would,  with 
the  fame  eafe  and  facility,  have  paid  a  debt  of  8 00, cool.  When 
the  honourabie  and  learned  gentleman  laid  fo  much  ftrcfs  upon  the 
delay  that  had  taken  place  in  urging  the  claim,  he  thought  that  he 
was'difpofed  to  plead  the  ftatute  of  limitations.  He  conceived  it 
to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  afccrtain  wliat  was  due  to  the 
Prince,  at  a  moment  when  they  were  complaining  of  his  debts, 
and  talking  of  the  liberality  whicli  they  had  Ihcvvn  in  their  condud 
'towards  him. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  commented  on,  the  delicate 
manner  in  which  the  Prince  had  fubmitted  to  the  judgement  and 
direftions  of  that  Houfe,  and  obferved,  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  thar  the  Houic  had  formerly 
afted  upon  the  confid«ration  of  His  Majefty's  applying  the  revenues 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  to  the  civil  lift,  as  was  evinced  by  their 
proceedings  upon  it,  nor  could  he  think  the  Prince  had  any  intereft 
in  the  prefcnt  motion.  He  concluded  that  the  Prince  s  claim,  if 
he  had  any,  ought  to  be  left  to  a  Court  of  Law  ;  a  remedy  to 
which  it  would  not  be  for  the  Prince  s  honour  to  rcfort. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MI1,NER  lamented  the  very  unpleafant  fitu- 
ation  into  which  the  Houfe  was  put;  but  thought  that  tho'tr  wlu) 
faid  they  voted  for  125,0001.  as  a  proper  income  for  the  Prince, 
without  any  view  to  his  having  debts  to  pay,  ought  not  to  urge  the 
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largcnefs  of  the  fum  as  a  bar  to  any  juft  claim  the  Prince  might  | 
have  to  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  during  his  minority. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,   that  from  the  mode  of  proceeding 
adopted  by  the  Houfc,  the  Prince's  charadter  was  implicated  in  the 
queftion,  inafmuch  as  it  would  decide  whether  or  not  he  could  pay 
his  debts,  and  affumc  thcfplendour  befitting  his  ftaticn  in  any  rca- 
fonablc  time.    His  income  he  received  originally  burdened  with 
penfions  to  the  amount  of  8,0 col.  a  year,  and  deducting  rent  and 
taxes,  the  whole  fum  left  him  by  the  bill,  even  including  the  fum 
juft  voted  for  the  privy  purfe  of  the  Princefs,  would  not  exceed 
48,0001.  a  year.    To  this  fum  he  was  to  be  rcftridtcd  for  ten  ; 
years,  obliged  to  difmifs  gentlemen  from  his  fcrvice,  who,  perhaps, 
had  formed  their  dcpendancc  upon  him,  and  unable  to  appropriate 
any  thing  to  benevolence  or  charity.    The  Houfe  were  making 
themfelves  truftees  for  his  whole  property,   and  in  that  chara*9er 
they  were  bound  in  honour  to  inquire  what  money  was  due  to  him,  , 
as  well  as  what  debts  he  owed.    As  to  the  expenccs  of  his  Royal  ] 
Highnefs's  education,  he  faid,  the  rijht  honourable  gentleman  had 
exaggerated  them,  and  had  ^rgottcn  that  the  ftatcmcnts  lay  upon 
the  table,  delivered  at  a  former  period.    According  to  them,  from 
the  5th  of  January  1770,  to  tlie  5th  of  January  1777,  the  fum 
total  amounted  to  42,242!.  ;  and  as  to  the  pretence  atlempted 
to  be  eftabliflicd,  that  nearly  that  fum  muft  have  been  alone  ex- 
pended in  the  education  and  eftablifhnicnt  of  his  Royal  Highncfe, 
cxclufive  of  his  Royal  brother,  he  could  not  fee  how  any  folid  and 
rational  argument  could  be  fubftantiatcd  upon  it.    He  was  at  a  Icfs 
to  know  why  tlic  Biftiop  of  Ofnaburg  (hould  come  in  like  a  rider 
upon  the  Prince's  learning,  to  pick  uj>  the  dry  crums  of  education. 
Unlcfs  the  Prince,  therefore,  fwallowtd  three  times  as  much  Greek 
as  his  brother,  and  took  up  a  larger  portion  of  dancing,  he  could 
not  tell  why  the  half  of  tliat  fum  fliould  not  be  attributed  to  the  edu- 
cation  of  the  D^ke  of  York.    Reckoning,  however,  25,000!. 
for  the  Prince  out  of  it,  the  receipts  of  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall,  during  the  fame  interval,  amounted  to  95,450!.  fo 
that  the  expenditure  for  tlie  maintenance  and  education  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  did  not  form  a  third  part  of  his  income.    The  6o,oooL 
voted  in  1783,  was  not  voted  for  the  Prince,  but  generally  in  aid 
of  the  civil  lift,  and  the  Prince  did  not  receive  more  than  20,00 ol. 
of  It.    As  to  the  other  i6q,oooI.  which  Parliament  granted  in 
1787,  he  had  to  repeat  what  he  before  ftated,  that  8o,oool.  of  it 
was  due  for  the  rebuilding  and  furniture  of  Carlton  Houfe,  which 
really  was  unfit  for  habitation.    Since  Carlton  Houfe,  tlierefore, 
was  to  be  confidercd  as  the  property  of  the  nation,  or  rather  as  the 
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property  of  His  Majcfty,  and  difpofablc  with  all  the  furniture  per- 
haps by  him  to-morrow,  he  blamed  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
for  including  thofe  fums  in  his  account  of  th<;  expenditure.  On  a 
fair  calculation,  it  would  be  found  that  the  Prince  had  not  received 
more  than  1 00, cool,  over  and  above  his  regular  income ;  and  the  , 
revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  with  intereft,  during  his  mi- 
nority, wouia  amount  tp  500,000!.  He  did  not  fee  how  the 
Houfe  could  appoint  Commiffioners  to  pay  his  debts,  without  look- 
ing into  fo  large  a  fum  due  to  him. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  GRANT  {hewed  that  the  Dutchy  of  Corn- 
wall materially  differed  from  foccage,  and  a  tenure  in  chivalry,  and 
was  a  tenure  fui  generis  alone.  By  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  it 
was  granted  for  the  fufkntation  of  the  princely  eftate  and  hence 
it  was  evident  that  the  Royal  heir  was  peculiarly  diftinguiflied,  and 
during  his  minority  was  confidered  as  the  pupil  of  the  nation.  In 
knight  fervice  the  inheritor  poflcffes  the  eftate  immediately  on  the 
death  of  the  tenant,  and  thenceforward  the  award  is  made ;  butjhc 
death  of  the  tenant  muft  be  firft  fuppofed,  before  there  can  be  any 
claim. — Now,  in  refpedl  to  the  inheritance  of  the  Dutchy,  there  is 
no  death,  nor  fuppofition  of  a  death,  required,  for  it  is,  bona  fide^ 
the  property  of  the  King,  until  a  fon  be  born,  and  then  he  preiferves 
it  at  difcretion,  apportioning  as  much  of  it  as  may  be  needful  for  the 
education  of  the  Prince.  Here,  too,  the  obligation  of  the  father 
differs  from  all  common  obligations  of  a  fimilar  nature,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  the  diredl  tendency  of  the  grant  for  making  the  Princ6 
the  pupil  of  the  nation  ;  for  although  the  King  would  certainly  pof- 
fefs'as  much  paternal  care  for  the  education  of  one  child  as  another, 
and  although  in  chivalry,  where  a  fon  inherits  an  eftate  in  his  own 
right,  the  father  is  obliged  to  maintain  and  educate  him  for  a  certain 
term  of  years,  yet  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  fcems  to  be  given  efpe- 
cially  with  a  view  to  this  diftinflion  in  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  King. 
Hence  he  conceived  that  Mr.  Fox'.s  arguments  did  not  apply,  and 
that  the  King  might  appropriate  whatever  fums  he  plcafcd  for  his 
own  ufe,  till  the  period  of  the  delivery  of  the  Dutchy,  when  the 
Prince  was  of  age.  There  was  no  trace  of  any  account  rendered  on 
this  HibjecS  ;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  to  unravel  the  whole  of 
this  proceeding  would  neither  contribute  to  the  charadler  of  the  Prince, 
nor  to  that  of  Parliament. 

Mr,  FOX  faid,  that  if  the  whole  of  the  receipts  had  been  applied 
to  the  expences  of  the  Prince's  education,  the  King  was  ftill  account- 
able. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  k  iillerefted  the  charafler  of 
the  Prince,  not  to  lay  any  additional  burden  on  the  Public.  If  the 
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arrears  were  fairly  laid  at  the  door  of  the  civil  lift,  he  would  arrfwer 
tlic  Public  fhould  never  be  troubled  qfi  this  fubjefk. 

General  SMITH  contended  ftrongly  for  the  Princq's  right  as  hav- 
ing fuftercd  by  no  lapfc  of  time.  The  arrears  of  claimants,  he  ob- 
fcrvcd,  had  lately  been  paid  by  that  Houfc  after  a  lapfc  of  45  years. 

Mr.  Clmncellor  PITT  repeated  his  affcrtion,  that  the  people  had 
no  intereft  in  the  difcuflfion.  If  the  charges ngainft  the  civil  lift  were 
made  good,  they  muft  of  courfe  be  paid  by  the  Public- 

Thc  Houfe  divided :  the  numbers  were  on  General  Smith's  nw- 
tion, 

Ayes  40^  Noes  97.    Miijority  57. 
Another  divlfion  took  place  on  the  prcpofition  for  making  the 

5 cool,  to  the  Princcfs  liable  to  the  payment  of  debts. 
The  Houfc  divided  :  Noes  131 

[Nobody  went  out' but  the  Tellers.]       Ayes  — — 
The  remaining  clnufes  of  the  bill  were  gone  through  with  the 

amendments. —  Ordered  to  be  engroflcd,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 

third  time  on  Wcdncfday  next,  if  then  engroffed. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 

prevent  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  future  -Princes  of  Wales, 

from  glutting  into  debt  fo  as  to  afrcft  the  Pablic  in  the  payment  of 

fuch  debts. 

Mr.  POWYS  fecondcd  the  motion. 

Leave  was  granted ;  and  Si^  W.  PuUeney,  Mr.  Powys,  Ac 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  ordered 
to  prcj  are  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Under  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancel!  r  !M  ri\  the  bill  for  allow- 
ing a  juinrurc  to  the  Princefs  of  W:Jcs  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Wcdncfday  n*^^t,  ii  then  engroffed. 

T.:  fj,jy,  ibthjutu. 

The  order  of  the  y  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc  itfelf  in- 
to a  Committee  f.rrl.L  whole  Houfe,  toconfider  of  the  papers  rcla- 
ti\'c  to  the  aff  of  India,  the  Houfe  Accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into 
the  f.iidCu:iiirattee,  TvTr.  Joddrell  in  the  chair^ 
.  Mr.  S^.'  c'triry  DUNDAS  rofc,  and  faid,  that  although  the  ac- 
counts, on  wliich  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  chat  nifrht  to  be 
cng:igcd,  were  prctt)'  numerous,  and  of  a  nature  at  once  important 
and  cxtcnrtve,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  explain  them  fully,  with- 
out trcfpafling  very  long  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfc ;  .for  the 
mittcrs  contained  in  them,  thrugh  various,  were  entirely  free  fifom 
perplexity.  Gentlemen  had  already,  he  fuppofed,  infpcdlcd  the 
fcvcral  articles  contained  in  the  accounts  ;  it  would,  tfiercfore,  be 

X  Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 


A  1795.  DEBATES.  589 

unncceffaiy  for  him  to  trouble  them  with  preliminary  matter ;  he 
would,  therefore,  without  farther  preface,  proceed  to  that  explana- 
tion which  the  nature  of  his  duty  demanded  from  him,  firft,  dating 
the  particular  accounts,  and  finally,  the  refult  of  the  whole  taken 
together. 

The  firft  branch  of  this  explanation  was  to'bc  dircfled  to  the  (late 
of  the  revenues  in  India,  after  dedu6ting  the  various  charges,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  capital  of  the  Company  for  carrying  on  their 
trade :  and  the  next,  to  the  lituation  of  the  Company's  trade  at 
home,  as  arifing  out  of,  and  connected  with,  thofe  revenues.— 
From  both  thofe  he  was  to  draw  a  general  refult,  and  (hew  to  the 
Houfe  ho^  far  the  cifcumftanccs  of  the  Company  were  better  or 
worfe  dian  when  he  had  laft  the  honour  of  laying  the  affairs  of  India 
before  them.  In  doing  this,  Bengal  naturally  prefentcd  itfelf  firft ; 
and  here  he  would  remark,  that  the  accounts  had  been  made  up 
with  f^'ch  a  degree  of  accuracy,  that  he  (hould  not  have  occafion  to 
enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  articles  which  compofed  them,  un- 
left  (bme  perfon  (hould  call  upon  him  to  folvc  fome  doubts  rcfpc^t- 
ing  them.  f 

The  Houfe  would  recoiled,  that  in  forming  his  eftimates  of  the 
probable  produce  of  the  revenues,  charges,  &c.  of  the  Company, 
he  had  always  adopted  the  mode  of  Rating  an  average  of  the  laft  three 
years,  and  alfo  the  eftimate  and  adual  accounts  for  the  laft  year,  and 
the  eftimate  for  the  future.  According  to  this  mode,  the  accounts 
were  made  up,  which  he  (hould  ftate  particularly  in  pounds  ftcr- 
ling,  agreeable  to  the  rcfpe<!tivc  valuation  of  the  current  coins  at 
the  different  fettlemcnts. 

Bengal. — ^Current  Rupees  at  as. 
Revenues. 

No.  I.  Average  rcvoDUcsof  3  years,  i79i-2  to  1793-4  5»42Sj3'7 

No.  II.  Eftimatcd  amount  of  revenues  for  1793-4      -  5,432,768 
The  adual  amount  in  that  year  —  5,87 1,946 

Revenues  more  then  cflimatcd          —  439,178 

Charges. 

No.  III.  The  charges  Jfor  1793-4  were  eftimated  at  3> 2 38,346 

Actual  amount                                   —  3»33i»978 

Charges  more  than  cfliraated  — 


The  actual  account  was  therefore  better  than  the 

eftimate         —  —    345,546 

-  And  the  aftual  nett  revenue  in  the  year  was  Digitized  by^^^C 
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Estimates,  1794-$. 
No.  I.    Revenues  are  cftimatcd  to  amount  to        —  5,580,606 
No.  II.  And  charges  to  — *»—  31278*634 

Eftiroated  nett  revenues  for  the  following  year  2,301,972 
The  excefs  of  the  revenue  above  the  eftimate  in  i793-4»  arofc, 
firft,  out  of  the  land  revenue,  partly  from  the  paying  up  of  arrears, 
and  partly  from  an  increafe  in  the  current  revenue  ;  fccondly,  from 
an  increafe  of  the  revenue  from  fait,  above  the  eftimate  ;  a  clear 
proof,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the  price  was  raifcd,  that  the  con- 
fumption,  and  confequentiy  the  population  of  the  country,  were  in- 
creafcd. 

TI)e  excefs  of  the  charges  above  the  eftimate  arofe  from  an  adcfi- 
tional  donation  to  the  army,  amounting  to  46,7  29I-  more  than  the 
fum  fettled  by  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  and  an  increafe  of  charges 
upon  fait,  and  opium,  to  the  amount  of  77,1561. — Deduding  the 
excefs  of  charges  from  the  excefs  of  revenue,  the  a^iuai  acqpunt 
was  letter  than  the  eftimate  by  34S>54;61. 

He  faw  no  reafon  to  think  that  the  revenue  for  1794-S 
be  lefs  produflive  than  for  the  year  preceding  ;  but  it  had  alws^'s 
been  his  wifti  to  take  the  eftimate  To  low,  as  to  leave  no  chance  of 
tfie  adlual  amount  fialling  fhort  of  it.  Such  were  the  diredk»« 
which  had  long  fince  been  given  to  the  Company's  fcrvants  in  In- 
dia ;  and  upon  this  principle  it  was,  pot  upon  any  ground  of  dif- 
truft,  that  the  eftimate  was  taken  lower  than  the  actual  produce  of 
1 793-4.  In  the  account,  No.  II.,  the  Committee  would  fee  an 
article  for  the  charges  of  the  Dcwanny  and  Nixamut,  City  and 
Zilla  Adawluts,  of  the  Police  eftabliOimcnts,  and  Courts  of  Ap- 
peal. Thefe  charges  appeared  for  the  firft:  time  feparatcly  flated 
in  the  accounts,  bccaufe,  as  it  had  been  thought  proper,  for  the 
prot6ftion  and  convcmcnce  of  the  natives,  to  fcparate  the  provincial 
jurifdiftions  from  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  it  had  alfo  been 
thought  proper  to  feparate  die  charges,  and  the  change  took  place  in 

^793- 

Madras. — Pagoda  at  Ss. 

No.  VI.  The  revenues  for  2793-4  were  eftimated  at     —  2,231,077 
Aftual  amount  ,  — ^  2,no,oS9 

Lefs  than  eftimate    —  121,988 


The  charges  were  cftimated  at  1,701,298 
And  amounted  to  — •  ■  i>999>37^ 

More  than  eftimatcd  ■   ■■  —  298,078 

The  adual  a9count  was  therefore  worfe  than^ilie  j 
eftimate  — r  °  ^'^'^^^  '^^  ^^^8¥«>,o66 
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Estimates,  1794-5. 

Noi  iV.  The  revenues  arc  cftimatcdto  amount  to  — *  "^y^Hifi^J 

No,  V.  And  the  charges  to    —  1,782,247 


pftimatcd  nctt  revenue  in  that  year  73>070 


He  could  not  give  s^n  average  of  three  years  from  Madras,  for 
fcveral  reafons.  During  the  war,  the  Rajah  of  Travancore  paid  z 
fubfidy  to  this  Presidency  ;  a  new  arrangement  had  been  made  wifh 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  Rajjih  of  Tanjorc,  which  required  time  to 
be  carried  into  efFed,  as  did  alfo  the  regulations  for  fettling  and 
collecting  the  revenues  of  the  countries  ceded  by  Tippoo.    '  ■ 

The  caufcs  of  the  deficiency  in  the  adtual  amount  of  the  reve- 
nue in  1793-4  \wrc,  that  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  had  paid  the  year 
before  a  lack  of  rupees  \)t(oK  it  was  due,  and  liad  not  made  a  iimi- 
lar  advance  in  payment  the  next*  In  the  treaty  with  the  Nabob, 
the  Company  agreed  to  take,  as  part  of  his  fubfidy,  the  tribute  pay- 
able to  him  by  the  fouthorn  polygarSj  becaufe,  he  calling  for  the 
tribute  as  his  neceffities  urged  him,  and  they  rcfufing  to  pay,  the 
Company,  as  holding  the  fword,  were  frequently  called  upon  to  in- 
terfere, and  therefore  it  was  thought  more  advifeable  to  take  the 
colle(£Hon  of  the  tribute  at  once  into  their  own  hands  :  this  tribute 
was  not  yet  regularly  paid,  although  there  was  no  doubt  that  it 
would,  when  the  polygars  found  by  experience  that  they  were  only 
to  be  called  upon  regularly,  not  according  to  our  neceffities,  but  ac- 
cording to  our  eftablilhed  rights  ;  the  northern  circars  had  alfo  fuf- 
fcred  by  famine  a  few  years  ago,  from  which  they  were  not  yet  re- 
covered, and  fome  diflurbances  liad  alfo  taken  place  in  fome  of 
tliem :  thcfe  different  circumftances  occafioned  a  defalcation  of  re- 
venue. 

The  exccfs  of  clurgcs  in  that  year  was  accounted  for  by  an  ad- 
ditional donation  to  the  army  ferving  in  the  war  againft  Myfore, 
amounting  to  14.6,5501.  and  the  cxpcnces  attending  the  capture  of 
Pondicherrj^  173,0421.;  thefe  two  articles  were  more  than  the 
excefs  above  the  cftimate,  the  charges  having  been  lefs  in  fome 
other  articles. 

By  the  eftimate  for  17  94- J,  the  revenue  exceeded  the  charges 
by  73,0701.  He  was  far  from  faying  that  Madras  did  not  hold 
out  a  more  flattering  profpc(£t ;  but  even  this  w*as  fufficient  to  juftify 
all  the  calculations  he  had  ever  offered  to  the  Houfe  refpe£ling  it, 
which  never  went  farther  than  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  able  to  pay 
its  own  current  expences.  He  hoped  that  it  would  foon  be  able  to 
do  much  more. 
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Bo  HE  AY.— -Rupees  at  as,  jd. 

No,  XI.  The  rcTcnues  for  1793-4,  were  eflimtted  ac  277,89! 

And  amounted  to          ■               —  3^2,364 

Being  more  than  cftimated         —  34>4^ 

The  charges  were  effimated  at               ■  696,139 

And  amounted  to            ■■    ■       .  —  783,791 

More  than  eftimated  87,632 

The  adtual  account,  thereforti  worfe  than  the 

eftimate  — ^                      .   S3»'86 

No,  VII,  The  revenues  In  1794*5,  are  eftimated  tt)  amount  to  354,883 

•No.  VIII.  And  the  charges  to             —  7S7,SS» 

Eftlmatcd  charges  more  than  the  revenues  402,668 

From  Bombay,  an  average^  of  three  years  would  be  of  no  ufc, 


bccaufe  great  part  of  tl>e  revenue  arofe  from  territory  ceded  by  Tip- 
poo  Sultan  at  die  clofe  of  the  late  war,  the  collcdlions  of  which 
were  not  yet  accurately  afccrtaincd.  The  excefs  of  charges  in  the 
year  1793-4  above  the  eftimate,  arofe  from  the  increafe  of  marine 
cxpcnce  occafioned  by  the  war. ;  from  a  donation  to  tlic  army,  and 
from  the  expcnces  occafioned  in  that  year  by  the  neccflity  of  employ- 
ing natives  in  addition  to  the  Company's  fcrvants,  for  afcertaining 
and  coUefling  the  revenues  of  the  ceded  countries.  This,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  was  a  meafure  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  neccflity  ;  the 
benefits  of  which  would  remain  when  the  expcncc  had  ceafed. 

Bencoolen  and  Islands. 

Revenue  on  an  average  of  3  years,  at  Fort  Marlborough  4,840 

Supplies  from  Bengal  to  ditto,  Pinang,  St.  Helena,  &c.  efti- 

niiiteil  for  1 793-4             —  ■    ■  77,000 

No.  XVIII.  Aa^alamount    66,358 

No.  XI.  Eitimated  to  bcfupplied  in  1794-5  i^^P 

The  eftimate  of  fuppUcs  to  thefe  fcttlements  in  1794-5,  was 
cfjnfiderably  above  both  the  eftimated  and  the  aflual  amount  for  the 
year  bc^rc,  for  which  he  could  aflign  no  rcafon,  as  it  had  been 
tranfmitted  to  him  without  any  explanation.  ^ 
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General  State  op  Revenues  and  Charges  in  India* 

Total  of  the  ttvenues  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bombay, 

1793-4,  as  above  dated            —               —  8,294,399 

Charges  of  ditto,  (including  66,3  58L  fupplics  to  Bencoo- 

Icn,  &c.)             —                                   —  6,181,504 

RcTcnues  more  than  charges  —  —     2,11 2,895 

Interefton  debts  paid  from  this  fum  -  4S^»^4j 

Surplus  revenues  ■  ■  1,654,852 

Add  import,  falcs,  and  certificates         —  —       47  5»994 

Amount  applicable  to  the  proviiion  of  invedmtnts,  pay- 
ment of  commercial  charges,  &c.  (excluiive  of  2O9OO0U 
gained  by  ilTuing  notes)    —  2,130,846 

By  No.  XVIII.  It  appeared  that  there  had 
been  applied  to  tkefe  purpofes,  at  Bengal, 

.  in  the  year             ■                     —  1,402,038 

By  No.  XIX.  at  Madras,  in  the  year    —  464,648 

By  No.  XX.  at  Bombay,  in  the  year     —  328,348 
By  No.  XXII.  goods  fliippcd  from  Bcncoo- 

IcB,  in  the  year         —                 —  12,618 

 2,147,651 

Amount  applicable  to  invcftments,  &Ci  as  above  ftated  2,130,846 
lathe  cftimatc  made  iu  February,  1793,       ^""^         was  1,513,577 

More  in  1793-4  than  in^that  eliimate  —  617,269 

By  the  abovt  account  it  appeared  that  more  had  been  applied  to 
the  invcftmcnts,  &c.  than  the  furplus  revenues,  and  the  amount 
of  fales  and  certificates.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  Profit  and 
iLofs  Account  upon  internal  trade,  and  the  profit  upon  the  iffuing 
ofpronaiflfoiy  notes.  ^ 

It  might  be  faid  that  he  had  rated  the  furplus  too^  high,  fince  it 
wasfwelled  by  the  payment  of  401,8261.  from  Tippoo  Sultan. — 
This,  hcadiriittcd,  was  an  extraordinary  article  of  income  ;  but  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  account  were  included  extraordinary  articles  of 
expenditure,  as  the  additional  donations  to  the  army,  and  expcnccs 
occafioned  by  the^prcfcnt  war,  to  the  amount  of  500,000!. 
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/Estimates  for  1794-5-  - 

Total  rft venues  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bombay,  efiimated  X' 

1794.5                     —  — .  7i790»8o7 

Total  charge*,  ditto,  (Including  104,6321.  fuppli^s  to  Ben* 

coolcn,  &c.                  —    S>923><^ 

1,867,744 

Dcduft  intercft  on  debts,  per  No.  XVI.  —  43?i047 

E  ill  mated  furplus  rcTenue  — ^  ^»\y>»^1 
Add.  p^rNo.  XV.  Edimated  tales  of  imports,  and  amount 

of  cciiiticates      —  380,669 

Amount  cftimatcd  to  be  aoplicablc  to  inTeftmcnts,  payment 

ot  commercial  charges,  &c,  &c.  —  —    1,81 11366 

In  the  cftimate  for  Bengal,  every  article  of  income,  except  the 
Police  tax,  was  taken  under  the  z&usH  produce  for  laft  year,  to  an 
amount  altogether  of  near  300,0001.,  fo  that  there  was  no  ground 
to  fear  a  defalcation ;  the  net  revenues  from  thcfe  efHmates,  he 
obferved,  confjdcrably  exceeded  thofc  on  which  his  calculations  war 
founded  in  17^3. 

Debts  in  India. — Current  Rupees  at  as. 

Amount  Owing  by  the  Company,  (laiei  to  the  Houfc  lad  £. 

year                                             —               —  7,857*405 

Amount  by  the  l.ucft  advices  (No.  XVI.)    7*305 1462 

Dccrcafc  —  •  SS"i943 

C.  Rs.  £. 

The  debt  transferred  In  the  year  (No.  XVII.)  98,59,035 
Of  which  allowed  in  the  accounts  of  lall  vear, 

by  No.  XVI.  of  that  d.itc  ~  31,36,646 

Remains  transferred    67,22,389  672,239 

The  debts  bearing  intercft  laft  year  amounted  to  —  6y522,j28 
Amount  bearing  intereft  at  prefcnt,  per  No,  XVI.  S^SV^^99 

Decreafe  of  debt  bearing  intereft  7i5i0^9 

Amount  of  intereft  payable  by  laft  year's  accounts  —  5'7>S25 
Amount  of  intereft  payable  by  No.  XVI.  —  437>047 

Lcfs  to  be  paid  for  intereft  on  the  debts  per  annum       —  80,778 

Although  the  total  redu6Hon  of  debt  was  only  5Si>943l-  therc- 
dufHon  of  debt  bearing  intereft  was  725,029!.    It  was  for  the 
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advantage  of  the  Company  to  reduce  the  debt  bearing  intercft  as 
much  as  pofSble,  although  the  amount  of  debt  not  bearing  intereft 
ihould  be  increafed  as  much  as  could  be  kept  outftanding,  without 
injuring  their  credit. 

Assets  in  India. — Current  Rupees  at  28. 

Caih,  goods,  debts,  &c.  at  the  feveral  fettlements,  Aated  £. 

in  Ufl  year's  account  at             —  —  8»733i796 

Per  No.  AXI.  of  the  prcfcnt  ftatcmcnts        ,   8,807,600 

Increafe  73>^04 


Adding  this  to  thedecreafe  of  debts,  the  Company's 

altairs  appear  better  in  thefe  refpe^ts  in  India  by  ^^5»747 

Home  Accounts. 

Mr.  Duadas  obferved,  that  in  1 793  he  had  dated  the  ayerage 
of  the  three  laft  annual  Tales  of  the  £afi-India Company's 

goods,  viz.  from  1790  to  1793,  the  amount  of  which  was  5>  103,094 

In  the  laft  year,  the  lales  had  exceeded  the  largeft  of  thofe 
year's  fales,  and  amounted  to  418,764!.  more  than  that 

average,  the  total  falc  in  1 794  *  having  been            —  5,52 1,8  j8 

The  ellimate  for  thatycaf  was         —              —  59364,358 

The  a£tual  amount,  therefore,  exceeded  the  elHmate     ^  1 57,500 


Amount  received  for  goods  fold  in  this  year  was,  per 

No.  XXIII.  —    5.392,966 

Being  lefs  than  eftimated  lafl  year  5S«^92 


Charges  and  profit  on  private  trade,  were  cftimated  at  70,000 
Adual' amount,  per  No.  XXIIL  62,459 


Lcfs  than  eilimated    7>54i 

In  the  edimateof  February,  1793,  the  amount  of  fales, 
profit  on  private  trade,  and  interefl  on  annuities,  after 

paying  annuitants,  was             ■    5,094,527 

AiJtual  amount  laft  year                  ■  -                    —  5,620,544 


More  than  in  that  cflimate         —  526,017 


Charges  in  that  cftimate — Dividends  at  8  per  cent.  —  3,889,100 
Paid  laflyear-^-Dividends  at  io|  per  cent.  —  4»467>787 

Charges  more  than  in  that  edimate  578,687 


The  difference  therefore  was  only  5^,670 


♦  Goods  fold  in  private  trade  this  year  » mo  toted  to    1.053.1^8 

So  dut  total  Iivdia  goods  fold  in  the  year  t/u  —  6i575^d^^ 
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By  which  f^im  the  furplus  of  falea,  &c.  aboTC  th^oidtiitry 
payments  laft  year,  was  lefs  than  he  ha4  computed  upoa 
in  making  the  arrangement  with  the  Company  in  1793. 
But  416,9961.  being  paid  for  tea  in  that  year  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  933,0951.  of  India  transferred  debt  difch«rged 
and  149,6 ;ol.  of  bonds  paid  off,  abforbed  that  furplus, 
and  drained  the  Treafury,  fo  that  they  could  not  pay  the 
500,6001.  to  Government.  £ 

The  amount  eftimated  to  be  received  in  the  prcfen^  year  for 
goods  fold  is,  per  No.  XXIli.  —  5,549*500 

And.  profit  on  private  tfadc    —  60,000 

The  charges  arc  cflimated  nearly  equal  to  the  receipts  and 
Cafli  in  hand,  and  no  furplus  expected  adequate  to  the 
•  pajrmcnt  of  the  India  transferred  debt  in  this  year. 
iPut  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  the  India 
debt  paid  off  in  the  laft  two  years,  had 
amounted  J[^, 

It  1793,  to    1,008,637 

I794i         —  •  933*095 

'^^  "  -  if94'»73* 
More  by  041,732!.  than  directed  by  the  aft  of  1793.  In 
the  prelent  year  490,6471.  is  efhmated  to  be  dilcharged, 
if  the  receipts  (hall  be  fufficient.  The  general  rcfult  of 
the  Home  Accounts  would  appear  from  the"  following 
ibitcmcnt: 

Debts  at  rJr?*&» 

Tfhe  debts,  including  the  debt  transferred  from  InfHa* 
amounted 

In  March^  I794>  ^o    7,006,5001 

In  March,  1795,   ^  6,946,323 

Lefs  in  March  laft       '  ~  60,177 

Assets. 

AfTets  at  liome  and  afloat,  x ft  of  March  laft,  ftated  in  No. 

XXIII.  at            —                  .       _  _  io,4i3»3;f 

Similar  articles  valued  laft  year  at    ^  s  ^ 

More  in  March  laft 

Adding  decreafe  of  debts  to  increafeof  afTcts,  the  Company's 

affairs  appear  better  at  home  by    584,65^ 

China  and  St.  Helena. 

The  balance  of  quick  ftock  at  China  and  St.  Helena,  was  in 

laft  year  s  accounts  in  favour  of  the  Company  — 
By  the  laft  accounts  ftaicd  in  the  fccond  No.  I. 

Balance  left  at  prefcnt  ioi,7*3 
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GBKB&At  Result  of  thb  Compaiison  of  the  last 

AND  PRESENT  YeAR's  ACCOUNTS. 

Debts  kfs,  and  aifcts  more,  in  India  625,747 
■   at  home  —  —  5^49^9$ 

1,210,442 

lUIance  Icfs  in  Qhina  and  St.  Helena   101,723 


1^108,719 


Add  for  the  bnlance  of  bills  drawn  and  cargoes  fhippcd  fr»'m 
India,  after  doling  the  accounts  there,  compared  with  the 
lafl  year's  ftatements  —  —  3^3»S3^ 

The  Company's  a&irs  belter  witb  rcfpedl  to  debts  - 

and  a  Acts      1,412,249 

Thisfum,  taken  from  comparing^  the  (lock  per  computation 
No.  I.  with  the  account  No.  XXIV.  laid  before  the  Houfc 
laft  year — 

The  balance  in  favour  of  the  Company,  per  No.  I.  is      —  5i493»774. 

}n  laft  year's  account  the  amount  was                     _  .  4,081,525 

The  Company's  affairs  better  in  March  1795  1,412,249 


The  fales,  he  had  already  obferved,  had  produced  more  in  the 
laft  year  than  the  average  of  the  three  moft  prodnflive  years  ever 
known,  and  were  greater  than  the  largcft  of  thofe  years.  On  the 
whole  of  the  Company's  receipts  and  payments  for  the  laft  year,  the 
Tcfult  was,  that  the  adual  account  was  better  than  the  eftimate  by 
20  3,40  5L  the  balance  eftimated  to  remain  in  March  laft,  having 
1)een  230,9261.  and  the  a<Sual  amount  being  434,33.1!.  befides 
which,  it  was  eftimated  that  2oo,oool.  would  be  borrowed  on 
nKwtgage  of  the  annuities,  but  in  fadt,  only  ioo,oool.  was  bor- 
rowed, although  the  balance  was  fo  much  larger. 

If  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  their  affairs  at  home,  it  might  be  aflced^ 
why  they  had  not  been  called  upon  to  pay  the  500,000!.  due,  or 
fuppofed  to  be  due,  to  the  Public  ?  Without  giving  any  opinion  upon 
the  right  to  call  for  payment,  he  would  anfwcr,  that  it  would  have 
been  impnident.  The  debt  to  be  transferred  annually  from  India 
was  calculated  in  1793,  at  500,000!.  per  annum,  but  before  the 
inftruftions  reftri<Sing  it  to  that  fum  could  reach  India,  bills  to  a  fer 
greater  amount  had  been  fent  over,  of  which  a  million  fell  due  in. 
thcf  preceding  year,  and  933,095!.  in  the  laft  year.  In  the  laft 
year  aliO^  they  I^ad  expended  416,9961.  for  thepurchafe  of  teas  on 
the  Continent.  All  the  eftimates  of  freight,  &c.  were  made  upon 
a  peace  cftabliftiment,  and  now  they  muft  be  paid  upon  a  war  eftab- 
lidttnent.   They  were  eftimated  in  1 793  at  690,670!.  and  in  the 
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laft  year  upwards  of  8oo,oool.  was  paid  ;  yet  this  was  not  all  that 
ought  to  have  been  paid,  for  three  of  the  Company's  (hips  were  very 
wllcly  detained  in  India,  and  converted  intocruizcrs  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  country  trade.  The  arrear  of  freight,  &c.  due  upon  thdc 
fliips,  would  be  to  be  paid  this  year,  which,  with  the  other  chaigcs 
of  the  fame  dcfcrlption,  is  eftimated  to  amount  to  1,606,649!.  A 
large  fum  was  alfo  expeded  to  become  due  in  this  year  for  bills  of 
exchange,  and  on  the  whole,  after  paying  the  amount  of  India  debt 
ftated  in  the  eftimate,  there  would  be  a  deficiency  in  their  ca<h  ac- 
count of  371,8381.,  on  the  firft  of  March  1796.  Under  fuch 
circumftanccs  would  it  be  advifeable  to  prefs  them  for  the  500,000!. 
to' the  Public  ?  They  were  allowed  to  increafe  their  bonded  debt  from 
two  millions  to  three,  which  they  had  not  had  cccafion  to  do^  and 
confequently  had  a  credit  of  a  million,  if  they  (hould  want  it  next 
year.  Why  not,  it  would  be  afked,  make  ufe  of  this  credit  to  pay 
the  Public  ?  In  cafe  of  exigency  on  the  part  of  the  Public,  tbcy 
might  have  been  called  upon,  as  this  credit  was  given  them  topj 
the  extra  debt  transferred  from  India,  and  if  they  had  iflued  bonds 
for  that.purpofe,  there  would  have  been  a  furplus  in  their  trcafuiy 
for  the  Public  ;  but  in  confequence  of  the  war,  they  muft  either  have 
iflued  thofe  bonds  at  a  difcount,  or  raifcd  the  intereft  nearly  as  high 
as  the  intereft  produced  by  their  ftock,  which  would  have  brought 
upon  them  all  their  out  -ftanding  bonds  bearing  four  per  cent,  intereft. 
Again,  it  might  be  aiked,  why  they  did  not  rather  apply  their  fur- 
plus  revenue  in  India,  to  paying  off  tlicir  India  debt,  rather  than 
invert  it  in  trade,  upon  which  they  had  to  pay  900,000!.  additional 
freight?  In  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter,  the  principle 
adopted  throughout  was  to  make  London  as  much  2»  pofliblc  the 
enfjporium  of  all  the  trade  from  India.  It  was  with  this  view,  too, 
that  he  had  propofed  to  allow  Indian  (hipping  to  tranfport  goods  to 
Europe  \  for  without  thefc  provifions  the  whole  private  trade  and 
private  fortunes  of  the  Company's  fervants  would  become  a  capital  to 
the  Danes  and  Swedes  to  carry  on  the  India  trade,  and  underfellus 
m  foreign  markets.  Therefore,  though  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  contradting  their  trade  for  the  prefent,  and  applying  the  nnoney 
to  the  payment  of  their  debts,  boa  ring  intereft,  might  be  attended 
vinth  a  faving  to  the  Company,  ftill  he  would  maintain  it  to  be  bad 
policy  to  do  fo ;  for  if  the  trade  was  dlminifhed,  the  (hipping  tnuft 
of  courfe  be  diminiihed  alfo,  which,  as  thofe  (hips  were  of  a  tinJ 
sppliciblc  only  to  that  particular  "purpofe,  would  materiall/  injure 
tiic  c  ipitals  of  men  laid  out  in  that  trade  ;  belides,  it  would,  onijT 
for  the  fjkc  of  a  temporary  g.un,  encourage  pther  nations  to  take  up 
liie  trade. 
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As  author  of  the  pto(X)(idons  in  1 793,  when  the  new  cliartcr  wast 
granted,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  hirh  to  take  care  that  the  Pub- 
lic fhould  know  whether  in  the  eftimates  and  calculations  on  which 
he  grounded  thofc  propofitions,  he  had  taken  an  exaggerated  view  of 
the  revenues  of  India,  or  of  the  appropriations  of  them  ;  it  was  for 
that  reafon  he  had  been  fo  particular  in  making  the  foregoing  ftate- 
ments  to  the  Houfe,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  as  in  the  revenues, 
fo  in  the  fales  at  home,  his  eftimates  had  been  greatly  exceeded, 
though  the  Company  laboured  under  great  difadvantages  by  detention 
of  (hips,  and  though  the  want  of  coaft  goods  obliged  them  to  narrow 
their  fales — had  it  not  been  forthofe  difadvantages,  the  excefs  would 
have  amounted,  no  doubt,  to  a  very  confiderable  fum.  * 
If  he  looked  to  India,  he  faw  no  circumftancc  that  did  not  lead 
to  confidence  in  the  increafing  profperity  of  the  country.  The  in- 
creafed  confumption  of  fait  in  Bengal  was  a  clear  proof  of  incrcafcd 
population.  Since  the  benefits  of  a  regular  and  <ixed  mode  of  col- 
lecSling  the  revenues  were  felt,  the  landholders  were  not  only  paying 
their  affelTment  punftually,  but  paying  up  their  old  arrears.  When 
a  fyftem  of  law  and  juftice  was  eftablifhed,  which  afibrded  equal 
prote6iion  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor ;  when  the  tenure  by  which 
men  held  their  property  was  rendered  permanent  inftead  of  precarious ; 
when  the  natives  began  to  feel  that  they  had  a  deep  intereft  in  the 
liability  of  the  Britilh  government,  there  was  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  wealth,  population,  and  profperity  of  the  country  would 
keep  progrefllvely  and  rapidly  advancing.  The  fame  hopes  might 
be  entertained  of  Madras.  Taking  the  colledlion  of  the  tribute 
which  the  fouthern  Polygars  were  bound  to  pay  into  the  hands  of 
the  Company,  was  a  wife  meafure.  They  would  foon*learn  that 
our  demands  were  regulated  by  our  rights,  not  by  our  neceffit^es, 
and  the  difBciiltics  in  obtaining  payment  would  ccafe.  The  north- 
ern Circars  were  not  fo  much  improved  as  they  w  ere  capable  of  be- 
ing, or  as  they  dcfcrved  to  be.  The  firft  ftep  towards  improvement 
was  to  give  fecurity  with  refped  to  perfons  and  property,  and  this 
perhaps  could  not  be  effeded  fo  well  as  by  gradually  introducing  the 
fyftem  which  had  been  introduced  into  Bengal.  Then  would  the 
prefidency  of  Madras  not  only  pay  its  own  expences,  but  in  the 
courfe  of  ten  years  furnifli  a  furplus  for  an  invcftment,  without  draw- 
ing upon  the  treafury  of  Bengal.  On  this,  however,  he  begged  to 
be  undcrftood  as  founding  no  eftlmate ;  he  merely  mentioned  it  as 
one  of  many  Veafons  for  being  perfuaded  there  was  no  danger  of  de- 
falcation. The  fame  might  be  faid  of  Bombay,  where  a  large  ter- 
ritory on  the  Malabar  coaft  had  been  ceded  to  us  by  Tippoo  Sjlran- 
The  revenues,  it  was  true,  had  fallen  1 20,00 oL  fliort  of  the  fum 
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at  which  thej  were  valued  by  Tippoo ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  disee 
years  they  had  been  regul^u-ly  increaling,  as  might  natuxally  be  ex-  1 
pe<fted  under  a  better  government.  It  was,  however,  to  be  reod- 
leded  that  thefe  provinces  had  not  long  emerged  from  the  calamitict 
of  war,  and,  of  courfe,  could  net  be  fuppofed  to  yield  the  full  ex- 
tent of  their  real  revenues.  In  the  courfe,  however,  of  three  years, 
the  amount  of  thefe  revenues  had  progreflively  incred^fed.  In  the 
firft  year  the  amount  had  been  about  four,  in  the  focond,  deven, 
and  die  third  was  dlimated  at  feventeen  lacks  of  rupees  ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  might  be  inferred,  that  if  a  fimilar  fyftem  with  that  of  Ben- 
gal fhould  be  introduced  in  thefe  valuable  acquifitions,  the  eflbft 
would  be  an  increafc  of  revenue. 
■  While  fuch  were  the  fituation  and  profpefls  of  the  Company  in 
India,  there  was  furely  nothing  difcounkging  in  the  ilate  of  their  af- 
£urs  at  home.  In  time  of  war,  and  when  the  markets  of  a  great 
part  of  Europe  were  (hut  againft  them,  their  fales  were  greater  than 
they  had  ever  been  before.  Could  it  be  apprehended  diey  would 
be  lefs  on  the  return  of  peace,  when  all  the  markets  of  Europe  would 
be  open,  and  all  the  piivate  trade  from  India  brought  home  in  the 
Company's  (hips?  He  was  far  from  putting  the  India  trade  upon 
the  footing  of  an  exclufive  monopoly  ;  he  (hould  have  no  objeiftion 
to  open  the  trade  of  India  to  every  nation  of  the  world  that  chofe 
to  trade  thither  on  the  produce  of  its  own  induftry,  or  its  own  wealtfi. 
We  were  fovereigns  in  India,  as  well  as  merchants,  and  it  was  our 
duty  to  a<£l  not  merely  in  the  narrow  views  of  a  commercial  mono- 
Jx)ly,  but  to  advance  the  profperity  of  the  people  over  whom  we  were 
■fovereigns.  But  while  we  were  guided  by  this  liberal  fpirit  of  policy, 
We  ought  not  at  the  fame  time  to  allow  other  nations  to  trade  to 
India  on  the  capital  of  Britifti  fubjefts,  or  on  the  revenues  of  India^ 
While  thofe  revenues  were  ours. 

After  ftating  thefe  circumftances  and  referring  to  the  prefent  fur- 
plus*  of  the  Company's  receipts  as  fpecificd  in  the  accounts  before  the 
Houfe,  he  adverted  to  the  contingencies  which  muft  abridjge  that 
furplus  in  the  fubfequent  years. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prcfcnt^year,  the  Company  cftimated  to  pay 
6o,oool.  bounties  to  feameh. 

It  muft,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  be  lefs,  from  the  provifion 
Which  would  be  required,  in  order  to  do  juftice  to  the  claims  of 
their  meritorious  armies. 

Before  our  aCquifition  of  territories,  the  Corhpany's  army  in  In- 
dia conlifted  only  of  the  requiiite  guards  for  their  fadoriesor  feats  of 
trade  ;  they  had  now,  not  only  a  greater  military  force  to  keep  in 
conltant  pay  than  was  re9uired  on  ordinary  occa(i<»is  fcnr  Britain  ^ 
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its  other  dependencies^  but  an  eftablifliment  equal  to  many  of  the 
mxlifery  powers  in  Eutt)pe ;  it  was,  indeed,  without  fuch  an  army, 
as  impoffiblc  to  proteft  the  provinces,  and  the  large  commercial 
concchtt  6f  the  Company,  as  to  make  that  army  efficient,  without 
regulations  in  every  degree  applicable  to  the  duties  required  from  it. 

Thfere  were  certain  general  gifoundi  upon  which  it  wbuld  be  rc- 
quifitc  to  fix  the  arrangements  for  die  Company's  forces  in  India. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  Company  at  prefent  gave  no  higher  rank 
to  their  oldeft  officers  than  that  of  Colohel,  a  circUmftance  which 
deprived  their  irioft  experienced  and  meritorious  officers  of  that  pro- 
motion, to  which  tnilitary  men  loolc  forward  as  their  bed  and  mod 
honourable  reward,  and  therefore,  he  would  propofe,  That  a  cer- 
"  tfain  proportion  of  General  and  Field  Officers  (hould  be  allowed 
«*  to  each  of  the  military  elhbliffiinents  in  India,"  a  regulation 
which  would  produce  a  general  promotion  in  the  fubordinate  ranks 
of  their  army. 

In  the  next  place,  under  the  prefent  relation,  an  officer  who 
may  have  ferved  thirty  years  in  India,  and  yet  who,  during  this 
dreary  fervice,  may  not  have  acquired  a  competency  to  enable  him 
to  return  to  his  friends  and  his  country,  muft  refign  his  rank  and 
hh  pay,  or  remain  in  exile. — He  would  therefore  propoft,  "  that 
a  co^mfortable  and  honourable  retreat,  (hould,  after  a  certain  nuni- 
ber  of  years  fervice,  be  ailbrdcd  to  them."  This  provifibn  alfo 
would  have  its  efieft  of  accelenAing  J;Jromotibn  in  the  army. 

In  the  Wft  place,  many  of  the  officers  Who  went  at  an  early  period 
of  life  to  India,  experienced,  from  the  difference  of  climate,  the 
Ids  of  h^Ith ;  but  under  the  prefent  regulation,  by  retulmirig  to 
Europe,  they  had  no  other  refource,  except  in  the  feeluigs  and 
charity  of  their  friends,  without  which  they  muft  remain  in  India, 
and  fill  vifiims  to  tfi'e  difeafes  of  the  climate :  he  would,  therefore, 
propoTe,  "  that  under  medical  certificates,  with  the  approbation  oF 
«*  the  Corhmanders  in  Chief,  and  the  governments  in  India,  offi- 
cfers,  the  recovery  of  whofc  health  might  require  it,  (hould  be 
permitted  tdrettom  to  Europe,  without  lofs  either  of  rank  or  pay." 
Nor  Woiild  he  limit  this  principle  to  the  ncceffity  arifing  from  ^'ant 
of  healA  ordy,  for  he  would  propofe  (as  he  held  it  to  be  politic,  a^ 
well  as  reafonable)    that  a  certain  proportion  of  the  officers,  in  ro- 
tation,  fhould  be  allowed  to  rfe-vifit  their  nilti^e  dounfiy  upoti 
*«  furloughs,  without  the  lofs  either  of  rank  or  pay." 

Thdfe  principles  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  general  groUnd  upon 
mhkh  die  hew  arrai^ementd  for  the  Indian  army  (hould  pr6cecd> 
and  he  would  fuggeft  a  plan  for  thefe  ptirpofes  to  the  Company, 
WWi  he  ihi  pferifcidcd,  would  ffcet  the  propriety  of  eftabli(hing  a 
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libeFal  arrangement  .for  their  armies,  whofe  fcrviccs  tihcy,  and  thdr 
country,  were  ready  to  acknpwledge  and  to  reward. 

Mr.  Dundas  cqncluded  by  nioving  his  firft  refolutionv 

Mr,  HUSSEY  feid,  that  he  did  not  fee  in  the  papers  on  djc 
table  a  ftatemcnt  of  iwiy  debt  due  to  Government.  ; 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  replied,  that  the  Eaft- India  Company 
contended  that  no  debt  was  due. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  .he  had  always  doubted  whether  thcafiairs 
of  the  Company  were  in  fo  flourifhing  a  fituation  as  they  were  rc- 
prcfcnted,  both  from  their  want  of  an  increafe  of  capital,  and  from 
the  circumftance  of  their  continually  borrowing  monev.  In  tficac- 
coui^s  of  the  year  1781,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  faw  that 
the  balance  was  dated  to  be  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  the  prcfeirf 
•year ;  the  .difference  was  only  a  fum  of  42,0 ool.  Icfs,  with  rcfpeS 
to  the  prefcnt  year.  In  1781,  the  capital  was  only  2,8oo,oooL 
it  liad  fincc  received  an  addition  of  upwards  of  4,000,000!.  He 
wi(hed,  then,  to  be  fliewn  where  was  the  increafe  of  profpcrity  on 
the  part  of  the  Company  r  . 

.  Mr.  Cliancellor  PITT  ftaled,  that  at  the  period  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  alluded,  the  accounts  of  the  Company  were 
vdry  piuch  difputed.;  they  ;were  then  involved  in  ohfcurity  and  cm- 
barrgffmcnt it  was  only  fince  the  fyfteni  of  regularity,  which  had 
within  thefe  few  years  been  introduced  by  his  right  honourable  friend, 
that  they  could  be  relied  on'.in  point  of  accuracy.— The  fair  way, 
then,  in  order  to  afcertain  their  comparadve  Improvement,  wis  to 
take  fome  years  fmce  the  commencement  of  that  fyftem  adopted  by 
his  right  honourable  iricnd,  and  view  it  with, a  reference  to  the  fob- 
fcquent  years.  In  1 7  8 1  the  expences  of  the  war  were  ffill  going  oru 
It  had  not  been  praclicable  till  after  repeated  orders  fent  to  India  ID 
obtain  the  proper  returns  of  thofe  expences.  It  had  been  found  nc- 
ceflary,  tliat  debts  ftated  to  be  due,  to  the  Company  (hould  be  ftruck 
off  y  and  likewife  it  had  been  difcovcred,  that  tliere  were  millions 
owing  by  diem,  of  which  nothing  had  been  known.  If,  therefore^ 
for  fome  years  there  had  been  no  appearance  of^knpj^vement  in  the 
.ftatc  of  the  Company's  finances,  it  was  not  becaufe  there  ifasna 
real  improvement,  but  becaufe  his  right  honourable  friend  had  dur- 
ing thofe  years  been  engaged  in  winding  up  the  old  accounts.  H€ 
mentioned  1 786  as  the  fird  year  from  which  the  new  fyftem  begaa 
to  operate. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  heha4  referred  totheyear  1781,  notfitom 
any  principle  of  felecSUon,  but  merely  becaufe  the  accounts  of  tbaf 
year  happened  to  be  in  his  polleflion. 

General  SMITH  exprelfed  hi«  fatisfadlion  at  dip  order  which 
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the  right  honourable  fccrctaiy  had  introduced  into  his  annual  ftate- 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  Haying  introduced 
this  praftice,  he  wiftied  he  would  carry  it  farther,  ind  appoint  ar 
feparate  day  for  the  difcuflion  of  his  ftatement,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Budget  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  the  Houfe  might 
be  prepared  to  go  into  the  detail  of  the  bufinefs,  and,  if  ncceflary, 
to  urge  their  objections.  So  far  from  there  being  any  profptft  of  a 
diminution  of  the  profperity  of  the  Company,  he  tliought  that  the 
reverfc  was  likely  to  be  the  cafe.  He  fhould  confine  himfelf  to  the 
Ikft  head  of  the  fpcech  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary.  He  was* 
glad  to  find  the  cafe  of  the  officers  in  India  at  laft  likely  to  be  taken 
up.  He  could  not  tell  how  many  applications  had  been  made  to 
him  on  the  fubjeft.  He  fliould  now  read  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  India  Houfe  to  one  of  the  oldeft  oflSccrs  in  the  fcrvice  of 
the  Company.  The  letter  was  an  application  to  know,  whether 
Ahc  officers  would  be  paid  their  arrears,  and  whether  fuch  of  them 
as  were  fick  and  wounded  would  be  allowed  a  paflage  ?  The  an- 
fwer  ftatcd,  that  the  Diredors  could  not  comply  with  the  requcft; 
but  that  they  were  ready  to  take  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  any 
individual  officer.  Men  could  not  be  fo  treated  without  feeling  moft . 
feverely.  But  he  fhould  prcfs  the  fubjed  no  farther,  relying  on  the 
promifc  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  fome  fteps  woddbe 
taken  before  the  failing  of  the  next  fhips  for  India.  "He  trufted, 
that  the  fituation  of  the  officers  who  had  come  home  would  not  be 
overlooked,  and  that  fomething  would  be  done  to  refcuc  them  from 
the  dependence  and  poverty  under  which  they  now  laboured.  Their 
cafe  was  fo  difgraceful  to  the  country  that  he  wondered  how  it  could 
at  all  have  been  fufFered  to  exift. 

Mr.  D.  SCOTT  defired  the  honourable  gentleman  to  read  over 
the  three  laft  lines  of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  India 


General  SMITH  remarked,  that  he  did  not  mean  any  refle<3ion 
on  the  Court  of  Diredlors  ;  they  could  not  adl  otherwife  till  a  new 
fyftem  was  adopted. 

Mr.  D.  SCOTT  faid,  he  wifhed  to  do  away  any  unfavourable 
impreflTion  that  the  perufal  of  the  letter  might  have  excited  on  the 
minds  of  the  Committee  with  refpe*a  to  the  condudt  of  the  Court 
of  Directors.  He  challenged  the  honourable  General  to  produce 
any  one  inftance  where  an  officer  who  had  made  application  to  the 
Court  had  been  negle<fted.  He  ftated,  tfiat  the  efFeft  of  the  new* 
arrangements  had  firft  taken  place  in  1786  ;  before  that  period,  it 
had  not  been  known  within  a  fum  of  three  millions,  what  was  the 
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ainpunt  of  the  debt ;  and  (incp  that|  the  revenues  of  the  Company 

been  increalbd  two  millions  annu^Uf. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  tM  the  Puhlic  had  not  tm  at  the  pnces 
ibr  which  the  Company  had  bargained  to  fi|pply  them. 

Mr.  D.  SCOTT  replied,  that  the  Company  were  obliged  to 
0Ut  up  their  teas  at  a  certain  price ;  if  the  Pqblic  paid  for  them  moie 
dian  dicy  were  worth,  it  va^  their  pwn  fault. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  enforced  the  claims  and  the  fuffcrings  of 
the  officers  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  He  fidt  hifn- 
{elf  particularly  interefled  in  the  fubje£V,  as  m^ny  of  them  ^ad  been 
induced  to  come  to  this  country  in  confequence  of  a  motion  whtdi 
he  had  fome  time  iince  made  on  thqr  behalf.  He  recapitulated  die 
Ijcajding  points  of  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  Secrctaiy  of 
State,  and  highly  commended  the  clear  and  convincing  manner  in 
^hich  they  v^cte  Aatpd. 

Colonel  WOOD  alfo  fupported  the  claims  of  the  officers,  and 
yviihcd  to  have  fome  fpectfic  engagement  fmm  one  of  the  DixeOxn 
on  their  behalf. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  alluding  to  what  had  fellen  fiom  Ge- 
ncr^  Smith,  faid,  it  was  the  firil  time  he  had  heard  any  attack  on 
the  Court  of  Diredors,  for  their  conduft  to  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
pany* Every  fervice  had  its  diflferent  rules :  the  of&cers  in  the 
King's  fervice  had  their  advantages,  as  }iad  likewife  thofe  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Company,  A  Colonel  had  a  yearly  income  of 
I  o,oool. — He  did  not  know  what  might  be  the  pay  of  a  General. 
The  honourable  General  had  furely  himfelf  no  reafon  to  complain. 

General  SMITH  expreffed  himfelf  furprifed  at  the  treatment 
which  he  had  jud  received  from  his  old  friend.  He  had  made  no 
attack  on  the  Court  of  Dire^ors  ;  he  had  only  found  iault  with  the 
{yAtm  which  prevailed  with  refpe^l  to  the  officers.  What  had  juft 
dropped  from  his  honourable  friend,  he  muft  fi)ppofc,  cither  to  be 
the  effed  of  temppiaiy  heat,  or  a  piece  of  gpod-humoured  railleiy ; 
l^ut,  p  it  ieemed  to  convey  a  perfonai  in(inuadon«  he  defied  any  one 
to  find  a  (ingle  adtion  to  blame  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life ;  and 
lefcrred  to  the  tefiimony  which  had  been  given  to  his  condudt  by  die 
vote  of  thanks  which  had  been  paflbd  for  his  fervices  to'  the  Com- 
jpany. 

.  Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  cx^ined  that  he  meant  no  peifbaal 
aUvQon. 

After  a  few  defultoiy  renoarks  from  Mr.  Hofley  and  Mr.  Dun* 
dasj  the  refolutions  were  iuccei&vely  put  and  carried. 

The  Houfe  ym  then  rjefumed,  and  ibfi  tepoft  ordered  lo  be  ift 
reived  to-morrow.— Adjourne^i 
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Wednejitty^  1 7/A  June. 

Mr.-  Vice  Chamberlain  of  the  Houfehold  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
that  their  Addrefs  of  the  5th  day  of  this  inlVant  June  (that  Hiy 
Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  give  direAipns,  that  a  mo* 
nument  be  erected  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London, 
to  the  memory  of  Major  General  Thomas  Dundas ;  aa  a  teftimony 
of  the  grateful  fcnfe  entertqined  by  this  Houfe  of  the  eminent  fer* 
vices  which  he  rendered  to  his  country,  particularly  in  die  redudtion 
of  the  French  Weft-India  iflands,  and  which  occafioned  a  grofe  in- 
fult  to  his  remains  in  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe)  had  been  prefentec} 
to  His  Majefty ;  and  that  His  Majefty  had  commanded  him  to 
acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  he  will  give  diredions  as  defired  by  the 
faid  Addrefs. 

On  the^  order  of  the  day,  that  the  bill  allowing  a  million  and 
half,  to  be  raifed  on  Exchequer  bills  for  the  purpofe  of  aiding  the 
credit  of  merchants  trading  in  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's,  ihould 
be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  be  cUd  not  rife  to  object  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill ;  he  meant  only  to  fay  a  few  words  with  rcfpeS  to  the  Weft 
Indies.  He  contended,  that  the  force  fent  to  that  quarter  had  been 
inadequate.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  a  former 
occaiton,  averted,  that  20,000  men  had  been  fent,  he  muft  have 
looked  to  the  orders  which  had  been  ifllied  for  fending  troops,  and 
not  to  the  number  which  had  a(£)ually  been  fent.  He  (hould  not,,  . 
at  this  advanced  period  of  the  feffion,  move  for  an  inquiry,  becaufo 
he  could  not  hope  that  the  Houfe  would  be  induced  to  agree  to  anjr 
fiep  which  would  compel  their  attendance.  If  he  could  be  plerfuad^r 
ed  that  the  Houfe  would  be  ferioufly  dlfpofed  to  entertain  fucdi  an  ia* 
^liiy,  he  would  pay  to  it  the  utmoft  attention  in  his  power,  with 
whatever  inconvenience  ic  might  be  attended  to  himfelf.  Sat,  he 
would  pledge  himfelf,  that,  upon  an  inveftigation  of  it  would 
turn  out,  that  the  force  which  had  been  employed  in  the  Weft  In* 
dies  was  not  fuch  a  force  as  was  deemed  fufficient  for  the  purpofei 
of  the  expedition,  dther  by  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  or  by 
Minifters.  The  lofs  of  Guadaloupe  had  been  either  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  fufficient  force,  or  th^  failure  of  the  neceftary  reinforce* 
inents.  And  not  only  was  there  a  negled  with  refped  to  fending 
a  fufficient  number  of  men,  but  alio  with  refped  to  fupplying  the 
aurticles  required  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  fervice. 
|t  had  been  urged  by  a  right  honourable^ntleman  that  Sir  Charles 
Grey  had  faid,  ^at  die  misfortunes  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  n^t 
)^yc  tiappeDf4  )i$id  it  x)ot  been  fi>f  the  death  pf  General  Dundas^ 
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Had  Sir  Charles  Grey  given  fuch  an  opinion  in  writing?  had  he 
ftatcd  it  for  the  piirpofe  of  being  repeated?  or  had  he  not  exprcflcd 
it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  convey  a  different  meaning  from  that 
which  was  inferred?  He  adverted  to  this  only  in  order  to  (hOw  in 
.what  a  carcl^fs  way  ftatcments  were  brought  forw/ird,  which  might 
carry  with  them  an  appearance  as  if  they  had  come  from  authority. 
'  Until  fuch  time  as  the  Houfe  fhould  agree  to  go  into  an  inquiry,  he 
liad  a  right  to  fuppofe  that  the  blame  relied  with  Minif^crs,  cither 
for  not  having  fcnt  an  adequate  force,  or 'not  having  taken  ^tq*^zt 
mcafures  for  the  diftribution  of  that  force.  If  the  Houle  (hf^uld  net 
be  now  difpofed  to  go  into  an  inqulrj^  he  begged  at  leaft  that  the 
JDbjedl  might  not  be  confidcrod  as  abandoned,  and  he  hoped  that 
there  wou!  ^  be  no  obftacle  to  fuch  an  inquiry  at  a  future  period,  on 
pretext  of  the  time  at  which  it  was  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  as  the  right  honourable 
"gentleman  had  himfelf  fuppofed  that  the  Houfe  would  not  be  dif- 
pofed to  ajree  to  an  inquiry,  he  fliould  not  take  up  their  time  in 
arguing  about  it.  He  (hould  only  repeat  what  he  had  aflertcd  be- 
fore, that  the  force  originally  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies  had  been  fuch 
as  was  fuppofed  to  be  adequate  foY*  the  purpofcs  of  the  expcdirion; 
that  there  had  been  no  fubfequent  neglecS  in  fending  proper  rein- 
forcements, and  that  the  failures  had  proceeded  from  circumftances, 
t^hich  could  not  have  been  forefccn  or  prevented  by  Miniflcrs. — 
The  recent  difaftcrs  we  had  met  with,  he  attributed  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  particularly  the  lofs  of  Guadaloupe,  to  the  fuddcn  and  un- 
fortunate death  of  the  late  General  Dundas ;  and  in  the  fecond,  to 
the  unexpe6led  arrival  of  the  French; 

"  Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  one  point  only  he  agreed  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  if  a  motion  for  inquiry  was 
made,  it  would  not  be  \ikc\y  to  fucceed,  and  on  this  ground  he 
fuppfcd,  that  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  much  inclined 
to  deal  in'alTortions.  He  remarked  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  whenever  he  flood  upon  weak  ground,  where  he  was 
confcious  of  his  incapacity  to  make  a  defence,  that  inftead  of  wait- 
ing for  an  attack,  he  immediately  falUed  forth  to  claim  merit,  and 
challenge  applaufc.  Such  ^^'as  his  condu<ft  with  rcfpcdt  to  the  fyf- 
tem  purfucd  by  Adminiftration  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which,  among 
ail  the  abfurd  and  affallable  meafures  adopted  by  them  in  the  profc- 
cution  of  the  war^  was  the  moft  weak,  and  the  moft  vulncnblc. 
He  aflced,  whether  Sir  Charles  Grey,  fo  far  from  receiving  a  rein- 
forcement of  twenty,  ten,  or  five  thoufand  men,  had  received  even 
one  man  to  retain  poffeffion  of  the  iflands  which  he  had  conquered  ? 
Inftead  of  t went/,  not  above  ten  thoufand  men  had  been  fcntj  not 
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one  of  whom  amvcd  in  proper  time.  As  to  the  affcrtion,  that 
Giiadaloupe  would  not  have  been  loft,  had  it  not  been  for  the  death 
of  General  Dundas,  he  knew  very  little  about  it,  not  more  than 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  by  whom  it  was  made.  If  the  un- 
fortunate confequences  of  the  ncglcft  fhown  with  refpcft  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  (hould  extend  to  our  own  poffclTions  iathat  quarter,  the 
crime  and  the.  blame  would  reft  entirely  with  Miniftcrs.  Mr. 
Sheridan  then  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occaiion, 
of  the  fickly  condition  of  the  troops  detained  on  board  the  tranfports, 
which  had  then  been  controverted  by  Miniftcrs,  though  they  after- 
wards had  rccourfe  to  the  expedient,  which  he  advifcd,  of  relanding 
fcveral  of  the  regiments,  as  unfit  for  the  fcrvice  for  which  they  were 
dcftined. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS,  in  explanation,  informed  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  that  a .  reinforcement  was  fent  out,  which  ar- 
rived almoft  immediately  after  the  death  of  General  Dundas.  He 
did  not  mean  to  impute  blame,  he  faid,  to  the  officers  who  fucceed- 
ed  in  command,  when  he  aflferted  that  the  death  of  that  General 
had  created  great  confufion,  becaufe  he  had  no  doubt  but  every  of- 
ficer in  the  fcrvice  moft  faithfully  performed  his  duty ;  and  if  he  did 
not,  it  was  his  duty  not  to  infinuate  blame,  but  to  make  a  dired 
and  open  charge. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  his  exprcffion  did  certainly  convey  blame  againft 
thofe  officers  who  fucceeded  General  Dundas,  although  he  did  not 
fufpejS  that  fuch  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intention. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  regretted  he  had  not  explained  it  at  the  time. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  the  Miniftcrs  were  determined 
fome  way  or  other  to  throw  away  fix  millions  of  the  public  money, 
and  therefore  they  now  came  forward  to  apply  the  million  and  a  half, 
which  had  been  refufed  by  the  Emperor,  to  the  relief  of  the  Gre- 
nada merchants.  ,  . 

The  bill  tfras  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  JODDRELL  brought  tip  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee 
on  the  India  Budget. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  had  no  ohjeftion  to  the  report,  but 
he  begged  leave  to  repeat  what  he  had  yefterday  ftated  in  the  Com- 
mittee, that  a  day  ought  to  be  given  for  the  confideration  of  it,  and 
that  in  cveiy  future  fcffion,  he  Ihould  take  the  day  on  which  the  re- 
port was  made  for  that  purpofe. 

The  refolutions  were  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time. 

The  order  of  the  dty  was  read,  for  the  third  reading  of  a  bilt 
granu^  an  eftabliihment  to  his  {loyal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Walcs^ 
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Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  that  alAbu^  when  ftebiil 

brought  in,  he  thought  it  impropef  and  unjuft,  ftotn  the  altcradom 
and  s»mendments  jnade>  it  was  rather  harmlcft  and  inofFenfive. 
He  mfliod,  however,  to  fuggeft,  that  it  would  be  more  honour- 
able to  the  Public,  and  more  creditable  to  His  Royal  Htghnefs,  if 
the  money  were  advanced  immediately  frdm  the  confoiidated  fimd 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  as  it  would  be  afterwards  reflored. 
The  CommiflTioners,  he  thought,  might  buy  np  the  debentures  and 
cafily  adjuft  it.  There  were  two  objc6h,  the  appointment  of  Coro- 
miffioners  and  the  reftridUons  upon  future  Princes j  which  he  wifhcd 
to  be  incorporated  alfo  in  the  prefent  bill,  inftead  of  framing  a  new 
one,  as  by  that  means  all  odium  would  be  done  awiy  and  mmuJ 
good  humour  be  reftored.  One  other  thing  he  had  to  notice,  which 
was,  the  uft  of  fome  harlh  words,  particularly  an  expreffion  of 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  not  then  ptefent  (Mr.  Pitt,)  that  the 
Princ6  was  the  laft  of  His  Majefty's  children  Upon  whom  the  King 
ought  to  be  expeftcd  to  beftow  any  grant.  Such  an  cxprcfiTon,  he 
thoughf,  tended  tb  create  diffatisfeftion,  and  (hould  be  obviated. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  obferved,  whether  the  bill  was  betteror 
worfe  than  formerly,  it  had  not  received  any  affiftancc  from  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  and  it  ^ould  now  be  impoflible  to  introduce 
any  fiich  claufes  in  the  prefent  ftagc  of  the  bill  as  he  had  propofed ; 
and  laftly,  in  regard  to  the  expreflion  of  his  right  honourable  friend, 
it  was  not  underftood  by  the  Houfe  to  be  oflcnfive,  but,  on  diC 
contrary^  to  imply,  that  the  rcafon  why  His  Majcfty  ought  not  to 
beftow  any  grant  upon  the  Prince  was,  bccaufc  His  Majefty  had  a 
large  family  to  provide  for,  and  becaufe  the  Prince  was  niore  parti- 
cularly the  peculiar  objcdt  of  the  people. 

Colonel  STANLEY  was  about  to  propofc  fome  alteration,  whcil 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  nb  alteratibn  coUld  be  regularly 
made  in  the  bill  till  after  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  ot)pofed  the  third  reading  altogether,  as  he  con- 
lidercd  it  impofcd  an  additional  bu^en  on  the  oonfolidated  fund  of 
65,0001.  a  year.  He  had  formerly  fuggcfted  a  plan  for  femovii^ 
this  burden,  which  was  treated  by  the  right  honourable  gcntlcmahf 
Aot  *en  in  his  place  (Mr.  Pitt,)  and  by  the  Member  for  Yoik- 
fhire  (Mt.  Wilbetforcc,)  as  a  dclufion ;  and  ht  was  charged 
Mte  MajeflEy's  Attorney  Gerteral  with  a  want  of  accuracy.  His 
propbfitiort  ^Vas  th^  fale  of  the  foreft  land,  or  landed  revenue  of  Ac 
Cfown,  when  he  was  told  by  His  Majefty*s  Attorney  Gcncrali 
that  it  was  tantamount  to  the  bufden  on  the  confoiidated  fond. 
This  he  denied,  and  dcfired  that  part  of  the  journals  to  be  read 
#hlch  contained  the  i  ath  and  1 3th  Reports  of  the  Commiflknefa 
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of  Accompfs  on  the  25th  of  May  1 79i>  ftating  #hat  fmall  fams 

were  paid  into  the  Exchequer  in  confcquencc  of  the  frequent  gifts 
cf  Crovn  lands,  and  that  the  reverlion  of  an  efiate  which  was 
granted  for  nothing,  was  purchafed  for  io,oooI.  [The  ClcrK 
lead  the  extradts,  j  After  this,  he  hid  no  doubt  but  as  the  65,oooU 
when  taken  from  the  confolidated  fund,  was  a  bun-en,  fo  if  it  were 
to  be  raifed  by  the  falc  of  Crown  lands,  It  would  be  a  benefit^ 
iitifmuch  as  it  would  dccreafe  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  an<t 
improve  many  thoufand  acres  of  land.  He  profeffed  himfelf  unequal 
to  fay  fo  much  upon  this  fubjed  as  he  ouglit,  but  he  held  it  out  as 
affording  a  defirable  profpcd^  of  advantage. 

Mr.  ROSE  confidered  it  as  the  fame  thing,  fincc  the  money 
arifing  from  the  revenues  of  the  Crown  lands  was  applied  to  thofo 
contingen<^ies  for  the  public  fervice  which  muft  otherwifc  be  defray- 
ed from  the  confolidated  fund.  He  did  not  underftand  why  the  re- 
ports of  the  Commiffioners  of  Accompts  liad  been  read,  fince  they 
merely  ftated  that  there  had  been  grofs  mifmanagement  of  the  Crown 
lands,  and  a  law  was  paiTed  in  confequence,  which  he  hoped  woul4 
lead  to  a  remedy  of  the  abufe. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  rcafon  why  no  ailiftance  could  be  de- 
rived from  the  Crown  lands  on  the  prefent  occaflon  was  one  very 
cafy  to  gucfs,  though  very  difficult  to  be  dated,  by  thofe  wh6  wer« 
moft  immedijtcly  intcrefted.  It  was  a  fiind^  which  had  been  Aated 
as  a  refource  by  a  very  rcfpe<ftable  Committee  of  that  Houfe,  but 
any  propofiujn  to  refort  to  it  was  fure  to  meet  with  rcfiftance,  bc- 
caufe  it  was  foundl^  to  aflford  a  fource  of  influence.  He  hoped  that 
bis  honourable  friend  would  take  fome  other  opportunity  to  bring 
forward  this  fund  as  a  pradticai  refource  to  the  Public. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  two  honoui:ibte 
gentlemen  feemed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  atft  which  had  becrn  palTcd 
hft  year  for  the  improvement  of  the  Crown  lands.  It  would  be 
moft  improvident  to  difpofe  of  them  in  the  prefent  moment,  as  in 
At  ftatc  in  which  they  now  were,  they  would  not  fetch  one  hatf  of 
the  price  which  they  would  be  worth  at  a  future  period. 

General  SMITH  wiflied  to  hold  out  to  the  Public,  the  claim 
which  the  Prince  had  to  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall* 
He  ftrongly  infifted  on  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  opinion 
given  by  the  firft  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  that  the  right  of  hit 
Royal  Highncfs  to  the  amount  of  that  revenue  was  doubtful. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  he  muft  oppofc  the  bill  both  in  its  prin- 
riple  and  its  provifions,  becaufe  it  went  to  burden  the  Public  with 
taxes  the  amount  of  65,0001.  this  he  had  faid,  again  and  again. 
Was  the  eflfeiSt  of  it^  which  he  muft  now  repeat.    It  was>  thercforej 
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objcftionablc  to  him,  bcqaufe  he  dioughC  that  ^thc  whdt  diaip 
ought  to  fall  on  pcnfions,  finecures,  and  all  the  trappings  of  the 
Court,  and  alfo  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.  A  learn- 
ed gentleman  had  faid,  that  nothing  would  be  more  cxpcnfivc  and 
abfurd  than  the  fale  of  the  Crown  lands  at  this  time,  bccaufc  the 
Crown  lands  were  in  a  ftatc  of  improvement.  He  (hould  be  glad 
to  know  what  the  improvement  was  which  that  gentleman  cxpcdcd 
He  doubted  very  much  whether  the  Commiflioncrs  who  examined 
the  ftate  of  die  Crown  lands,  would  take  the  produce  of  the  im- 
ptDvemcnt  as  the  reward  of  their  labour.  But  if  there  wr^  any  im- 
provement to  be  made,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  would  hare 
its  efFed  on  the"  price  which  would  be  given.  As  to  the  queftbn 
on  the  arrears. of  the  Dutchy,  he  agreed  with  the  honourable  Gc 
ncral  entirely  ;  that  they  ought  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  Prince, 
and  that  this  qucftion  could  not  be  fet  at  reft  by  this  bill.  Itvai 
an  urffortunate  circumftance  for  Hi?.  Rpyal  Highnefs  tTiat  his  advifen 
thought  fo  lightly  of  his  claim.  But,  if  he  had  his  former  advifcrs, 
who  were  honourable  and  learned  gentlemen,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  claim  would  be  made,  for  they  were  the  friends  of  the 
Prince,  not  Icfs  his  friends,  fqr  being  alfo  the  friends  of  the  Public. 
He  then  defired  that  the  part  of  His  Majc%'s  meffage  to  the  Houfe, 
relative'  to  this  bufincfs,  which  recommends  that  th^y  would  fcnic 
an  eftablifhment  on  .the»  Prince,  be  read  i  which,  being  done,  he 
proceeded  to  fhew  tliat  this  meafure  was  jiot  an  eftabliflimcnt  for 
the  Prince  fuitible  tO  his  rank  and  dignity  ;  he  therefore,  foronc^ 
fliould  not  confidcr  this  fijbjedl  as  clofed, .  but  open  for  difcuffionat 
any  future  time ;  and  he  thought  that  fmecure  places  and  penfiow 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the  incumbrances.  He 
thought  alfo  that  a  fum  of  money  ought  to  be  raifed  immediatclj  to 
thi  difcharge  of  the  debts,  for  by  the  prefent  plan  die  Prince's  name 
would  appear  indorfed  oli  all  his  bills  for  8  or  9  years  together. 
This  was  improper  with  regard  to  the  creditors  alfo,  whom  fon>c 
gentlemen  put  together  as  a  gang  of  robbers  in  a  lumjf,  but  mani 
of  whom,  he  believed  to  have  fair  and  juft  claims  upon  his  Royal 
Highnefs;  thefe  creditors  were  ill  treated  by  this  meafure;  they 
veould  lofe  four  or  fiv;j  per  dent,  for  difcount  of  the  debentures  after 
thbir  claims  ftiould  be  allowed ;  fo  that  after  all  the  tradefmen  would 
not  have  the  whole  of  their  demands  fettled.  There  was  another 
point  to  which  he  could  not  help  alluding,  Gentlemenjiad  blamed 
tlie  Prince  for  making  tlic  eftablHhment  which  he  did,  before  he 
knew  what  Parliament  would  think  fit  to  grant  him.  Now  he  had 
rcafon  to  believe  that  his  Royal  Highncfe  was  encouraged  in  that 
idea  by  thofe  in  whom  he  thought  he  might  truft ;  for  he  believed 
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that  the  Prince  was  aflured  his  income  fhould  be  at  Icaft  f  00,000!. 
fi  year,  clear  of  all  deduflion,  inftcad  of  which,  all  the  addition 
to  his  income  wasjo  go  in  payment  of  his  debts,  and  that  too  a  bur-  ~ 
den  on  the  Public.  Thinking,  therefore,  that  the  Public  and  the 
Prjnce  were  equally  ill-treated,  Mr.  Sheridan  found  himfelf  bound 
to  oppofe  this  bill  altogether. 

Mr.  ROSE  defired  a  certain  part  of  the  report  of  tl\e  Commif- 
fioners  on  the  ftate  of  the  Crown  lands  to  be  read;  which  bemg 
done,  it  appeared  that  the  Commirticncrs  were  of  opinion  the  Crown 
lands  were  improveablc,  fo  as  to  become  worth  2oo,oool.  a  year. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  as  to 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Sheridan  refpedling  himfelf.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  he  faid,  had  feemed  to  accufe  him  of  having 
given  an  opinion  as  the  law  officer  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  againft 
the  claim  of  the  Prince ;  this  he  denied  to  be  the  cafe.  He  had  given 
no  opinion  upon  the  point  He  had  only  faid  in  the  Houfe,  that  he 
had  not  heard  any  thing  which  could  induce  him  to  advifc  the 
Prince  to  rifque  this  claim.  That  Royal  Perfonigc  had  never  afked 
him  for  his  opinion  on  that  head — whenever  he  did  fo,  be  his  opi- 
nion good  or  bad,  he  would  give  it  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge 
and  judgement.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  thofe, 
who  wTre  the  law  officers  of  the  Prince  before  him,  had  given  their 
decided  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Prince's  clairn.  It  might  be  fo, 
but  he  had  never  heard  it  before.  It  had  been  afked  why  he,  as  the 
law  officer,  had  not  advifed  the  Prince  to  alfert  this  claim.  He  had 
faid  before,  iiis  opinion  had  never  been  afked  by  his  Royal  High- 
riefs  ;  but  why  did  not  the  learned  gendemen  who  had  been  men- 
tioned to  have  given  their  opinion,  as  it  was  fo  favourable  to  the 
claim,  why  did  not  they  advife  the  Prince  to  aflcrt  it?  It  was  cer- 
tainly as  much  their  duty  as  it  was  his,  erpccially  as  they  had  mado 
up  their  minds  decidedly  in  favour  of  it,  and  he  had  not. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  was  much .  furprifed  at  what  had  juft  been 
feid  by  the  learned  gentleman  as  to  hitf  not  having  given  an  opinion 
on  the  fiibjecl  of  this  claim.  He  faid,  as  far  as  he  was  competent 
(D  judge  of  what  was  an  opinion,  he  thought  the  learned  gendeman. 
had  entered  very  much  at  large  into  the  fubjed^,  had  boaftcd  that  he 
had  opportunities  of  greater  and  better  information  than  moft  other 
Members  had  ;  that  he  had  very  much  at  large  entered  into  the 
conflrdftion,  both  of  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward 
Ae  Third,  of  the  nature  of  the  different  feudal  tenures  by  which, 
it  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  guided  and  affijcled — of  the  cafe  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  adt  of  Charles  the  Second  ;  and  after 
di^fcanting  h  much  at  large  on  the  whole  ikld  of  legal  argumentj 
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applicable  to  the  fubje£^»  the  learned  gentleman  had  faid,  diat  frem 
all  he  had  feen  and  read  on  the  fubjeft,  "  he  could  not  fee  any  thiqg 
that  inductd  him  to  advife  the  Prince  to  rifque  this  claim.*'  If  thii 
vfns  not  giving  an  opinion,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  at  a  toisb 
know  what  was  meant  by  an  opinion,  and,  if  it  was  an  opinion,  at 
he  contended  it  was,  lie  felt  but  little  hcfitation  in  faying,  tbt  to 
his  mind  it  appeared  to  he  an  opinion  bearing  pretty  (bongly  againft 
the  claim  of  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  aflced,  why  die  leamcd  gen-' 
tlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  office  had  not  advifed  his  R<wal 
Highnefs  to  aflcrt  his  claim  The  anfwer  was  extremely  obviooj. 
It  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  an  officious  and  a  very  invidioui 
fiep  in  ^hem  to  have  given  any  foch  advice  at  that  time,  fituate<)ai 
the  Prince  then  was.  It  was  vcty  different  noW — that  Houfe  wot 
now  afling  as  truftecs  for  his  Royal  Highnefs,  as  wdi  as  ftw  the 
Public  ;  and  it  behoved  them  to  look  ferioufly  to  what  was  due  n 
him,  jis  much  as  to  what  was  due  from  him.  He  aflferted,  that 
tbefe  arrears  were,  in  his  opinion,  the  Prince's  ju(t  right ;  as  fiich, 
they  ought  to  be  paid  to  him.  If  they  had  been  paid  to  him  bcfiw, 
he  would  venture  to  fay,  Miniflers  would  have  had  no  occafionto 
come  now  to  Parliament  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.  He  W2f 
happy  in  being  able  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that  both  the  leamcd 
gentlemen  he  had  alluded  to,  were  decidedly  of  opinion,  thatdxic 
arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  were  due  to  the  Prince ;  and, 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  they  were  now  in  the  offices  they  forrocrlf 
held  under  the  Prince,  they  would  advife  his  Royal  Highnds  im- 
mediately to  affcrt  his  claim. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation:  when  the 
qucftion  being  called  for,  a  divifion  took  place,  the  numbers  of 
whi  h  were, 

For  the  third  reading,  54;  Againftit,  ib. — Majority,  4^ 
Colonel  STANLEY  prcfentcd  a  claufe  to  be  made  part  of  die 
bill,  to  empower  the  CommilTioncrs  to  |)ay  the  5000I.  gjvcn  to 
the  Princefs  of  Wales,  to  her  Royal  Highnefs  hcrfelf,  widiout  be- 
ing fubje£t  to  any  difpofition  of  the  Prince.  On  a  divifion  it  wai 
negatived. 

Noes,  51;    Ayes,  12. —  Majority,  39. 

The  CommifTioners  ap|x)intcd  to  a£V  under  the  bill,  arc  Ac 
Speaker  (\fr.  Addington,)  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Pitt,)  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls  (Sir  P.  Ardcn.)  the  Ma(kr  of  ih«  , 
King's  Houfchold  (Henry  Strachey,  Efq.)  and  the  Surveyor  of 
Crown  lands  (John  Robinfon,  Efq.) 

Tile  Houfe  adjourned. 
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ThurfJay,  l%th  Jwie. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  moved  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
do  lay  before  the  Hpufe  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  their  proceedinga 
relative  to  the  bed  mode  of  draining  lands.  Agreed. 

Sir  John  brought  up  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  relative  to  the  drainage  of  lands. — Ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  ufc  of  the  Members. 

Mr.  ROSE  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  move  to-morrow  an  addrcff 
to  His  Majefly»  praying  him  to  give  diredtions  for  the  ifluing  of  a 
fum  not  exceeding  i  oool.  to  reward  perfons  who  had  made  difcove* 
lies  in  the  ciraining  of  land  ;  and  another  addrefs  for  a  reward  to  the 
Commiflionersy  who  had  beftowed  much  time  and  labour  in  inquir* 
ing  into  woods  and  forefis. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  ftid  he  meant  to  bring  forward  a  propofition  to 
ftop  all  difttllery  from  corn  until  after  the  next  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment. They  ufually  flopped  about  this  timc>  but  from  the  prcfeht 
lituation  of  the  country,  fomething  (hould  be  done  by  Parliament  to 
prohibit  thcfe  diflillcries.  We  looked  forward  with  fome  hopes  to 
our  approaching  harvcft,  and  he  would  not  have  its  produce  impron 
vidently  confumed  In  diftillery :  at  the  fame  time,  if  there  Oiould  be 
an  abundant  harvcft,  mcafures  might  be,  taken  by  which  the  revenue 
might  be  fupported  ;  but  that  of  preventing  the  dirtillcr)',  he  had 
mentioned,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  meafurc  of  prudence. 

Mr.  ROSE  £iaid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  motion  for  the  very  pur- 
pofe  which  Ae  honourable  gentleman  had  in  view.  It  was  his  ob- 
jcdt  to  prevent  thefe  diftilleries  taking  place  until  the  middle  of  Janu- 
ary ;  at  the  fame  time  to  grant  His  Majefty  in  council  a  power  to 
allow  this  diftillery,  if  it  (hould  be  deemed  advifeable.  He  there- 
^e  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  ptohibit,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited^  the  mode  of  making:  low  wines  and  fpirits  from  wheat» 
barley,  and  other  grain. Ordered.  Mr.  Rufe  and  Mr.  Huflcf 
were  directed  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  for  allow-* 
ing  to  the  Princefs  of  Wales  a  jointure  of  5o>oool.  a  year^  b^iiig 
read, 

Sir.  W.  PULTENE Y  fiopofed  a  claufe  in  bar  of  dpw<^  to  bff 
Boyal  Highnefs* 

General  SMITH  qppofed  it. 

A  (hort  converfation  took  place,  and  the  debate  wa^s  adjourned. 
It  being  moved  that  the  Houfe  (hould  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Com-^ 
mktee  of  thiB  inbole  Houfe»  on  the  bill  for  enabling  His  Majefty  (9 
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iffue  Exchequer  bills  to  a  certain  amount  for  the  rdicf  of  pcrfons 
trading  to  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's  5 
'  Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  exprcffed  his -difapprobation  of 
the  bill,  as  tending  to  incrcafc  influence,  and  cftablifti  a  precedent 
that  ought  to  be  avoided. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  cohtendcd  that  the  bill  would 
fliew  that  Parliament  were  attentive  to  the  inrcrcfts  of  the  countrf. 
Many  principal  towns  in  the  kingdom,  efpecially  Liverpool  and 
Mrinchefler,  would  have  fuffcred  niuch,  had  not  the  bill  been 
brought  forward,  fo  much  was  their  mercantile  intercft  conneftcd 
with  that  of  the  iflands  for  which' relief 'was  required.  As  to  the 
influence  it  might  create  for  the  Minifter,  It  ought  not  to  be  taken 
into  coniideration,  or  put  in  competition  with  the  general  advantage 
likely  to  be  derived  from  the  bill. — Manchefter,  in  particular,  h« 
Aought,  would  have  fuffcred,  had  not  a  remedy  been  undertaken  to 
be  applied. 

^   Mr.  ROSE  and  Colonel  STAN  LEY  fupportcd  the  bill. 

General  SMITH  had  no  doubt  but  that  this  bill  would  incrrafc 
Ac  influence  of  the  Crown ;  but  that  he  thought  a  Icfs  evil  than 
leaving  thefe  merchants  without  the  aid  propofcd  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  then  pafled  the  Committee,  and  was  ordered  to  be  rad 
t  third  time  to-morrow,  if  then  cngroffcd. 

Friddyt  igth  Jum,. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  daufc  pro- 
pofcd yeftcrday  to  be  introduced  by  Sir  William  Pulteney  in  the 
Princefs's  jointure  bill  relative  to  the  bar  of  the  dower,  being  read, 
'  General  SMITH  faid,  as  he  did  not  fee  the  honourable  Baronet 
(Sir  William  Pulteney)  rife  in  fupport  of  the  claufe  propofcd  to  be  in- 
froduccd  by  him  ;  and  as  he  faw  fome  gentlemen  prefent,  who  were 
not  in  the  Houfe  yeftcrday  when  the  claufe  was  propofed,  he  would 
then  move  that  the  claufe  be  read — which  being  read  accordinjjlv  by 
the  clerk  at  the  table,  General  Smith,  after  having  ftated  the  argu- 
ments adduced  yeftcrday  by  Sir  W.  Pulteney  for  the  introdu<^tion  of 
ffie  claufe,  contended  that  the  firft  law  authority  had  aflcrted  that  the 
title  was  dubious ;  wpuld  then  the  honourable  Baronet  propofe  to  take 
away  that  right  which  was  dubious  ?— The  Houfe  however  otght 
not  to  decide  on  fuch  a  fubjedl— if  fuch  a  thing  was  done,  it  would 
be  replete  with  injuftice,  and  would  eftablifb  a  very  bad  precedent. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  replied  to  the  ai^uments  of  General 
Smith  ;  the  contrail  between  the  parties  touching  the  buGncfs before 
the  Houfe  (which  he  then  read)  ought,  he  faid,  to  put  an  cndtoiN 
debate,  and  juftify  in  ever)'  rcfpccl  the  introduction  of  the  claufe  in^ 
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to  the  bill.    The  quedion  being  then  put,     that  the  daufe  he 

dcd  to  the  bill,"  it  paflfed  in  the  affirmative. 

•Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe,  he  faid,  agreeably  to  Tirhat 
parted  hi  the  Houfe  on  the  preceding  night,  to  mafcc  a  motior 
fpecling  a  matter  which  highly  concenied  the  agiicul(;ural,  interd 
the  kingdom.  It  was  a  matter  acknowledged,  that  very  greai 
vantages  were  derived  from  the  drainage  of  lands  ;  and  in.  the 
veftigation  of  this  fubjcfl,  very  important  difcovcrics  had 
made,  particularly  by  a  Mr.  Elkinton.  'Jhc  Board  of  Agr 
ture,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  H( 
He  then  recited  the  names  of  fome  gentlemen  who  had  made  e 
riments  in  drainage,  according  to  Mr.  Elkinton's  plan,  and 
bore  tcftirtiony  of  its  utility.  It  appeared  that  land,  which  b 
Twriis  worth  only  2s.  6d.  per  acre  annually,  was,  by  this  mode, 
proved  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  worth  25s.  and  that  it  fuccc 
where  all  other  modes  failed.  He  would  therefore  move,  "  ' 
it  be  recommended  to  His  Majeft)'  to  grant  the  fum  of  looo 
Mr.  Elkinton,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  make  farther  experim 
in  a  manner  moft  likely  to  promote  beneficial  difcoveries." 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  againft  the  motion ;  he  could  not  coi 
(hat  the  public  nnoney  ftiould  be  granted  for  a  matter  that  was  ki 
and  pradifed  by  moft  people  for  many  years  back.  No  man 
thought,  had  a  right  to  come  to  that  Houfe  for  loool.  abov< 
pay.  Mr.  Elkinton,  he  thought,  had  met  widi  fufEcient  com 
la|ion  from  thofe  who,  employed  him. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  thought,  as  Mr.  Elkinton  Jiad 
it  at  a  fixth  part  of  the  expence  that  would  be  otherwife  incu 
he  ought  to  be  encouraged,  and  his  plan  be  made  public. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  his  reafon  for  fcconding  tjie  motion  of  the 
nourable  Baronet  was,  that  he  thought  the  mode  of  drainage  ^ 
be  very  advantageous  to  the  Public,  and  that  the  knowledge 
fhpuld  be  general,  and  not  confined  to  Mr.  Elkinton's  own  fai 
which  it  otherwife  would  be.  After  a  few  obfervadons  mac 
General  Smith,  Lord  William  Ruffell,  and  Sir  Edward  Kn 
bull,  on  the  advantage  that  was  likely  to  accrue  from  the  adr 
of  the  mode  of  drainage  6{  Mr.  Elkinton,  the  Houfe  divided  <i 
motion. 

For  It  34. ;  Againft  it  I  o. 
The  Mafters  in  Chancery  brought  down  the  Auftrian  loa ; 
from  the  Lords,  to  which  they  had  agreed  without  any  amend 

Mondciy,  I2djun$. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated  that  he  had  attended  in  the  He 
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Peers,  whete  Ihe  roval  affcnt  had  been  given  by  oortintiiflion  to  At 
Imperial  loan  bill,  and  fcvcral  other  public  and  private  bills. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  re:\ding  a  third  time  Ae 
bin  for  the  better  recovery  of  fmall  debts  in  the  city  of  London, 

Mr.  JEKYLL  objeaed  to  the  bill,  as  taking  all  cafes  of  debt, 
where  die  fum  was  upwards  of  forty  (hillings  to  five  pounds,  oat  of 
the  hand^  of  a  jury,  in  order  to  give  an  additional  influence  to  Com-  • 
ifion  Council-men.  He  could  not  help  objeiling  to  every  thing  which 
in  the  fmalleft  degree  tended  to  infringe  upon  the  privilege  of  triat 
by  jury.  He  underftood  that  the  judges  had  given  tticir  opinian  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  but  diat  was  no  confideration  for  the  Houfe  in  its 
legiflative  capacity. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  defended  the  bill,  upon 
ground  that  five  pounds  now,  from  the  different  value  of  ntoncy, 
was  a  fum  not  more  than  4.0s.  250  years  fincc,  when  the  rcgularioo 
as  it  now  flood  with  rcfpcA  to  fmall  debts,  was  originally  inftitutcdi 
He  enforced  the  argument  of  the  judges  having  given  their  opinioa 
in  favour  of  the  bill,  as  the  prefent  mode  of  profecuting  for  fiwdl 
debts  under  five  pounds  was  attended  with  much  vexatious  prxeed* 
ing. 

'  Mr.  COURTEN AY  moved  that  die  third  r<ading  of  the  biU  be 
poftponed  to  this  day  three  nK)nths. 

This  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  ind  Mr.  AldcnnanLc 
Mefuricr,  when  in  order  to  prevent  a  divifion,  by  which  the  H^© 
would  have  been  coOntcd  out,  it  was  agreed  chat  the  debate  (hould 
be  adjourned  till  after  the  other  orders  of  the  day  had  been  difpofcd 
of. 

The  order  of  the  diy  was  read  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  tbt 
bill  to  prevent  diftilleries,  &c.  It  was  propofcd  in  the  Commitkoc^ 
that  the  diftilling  in  England  (hould  ceafe  from  the  10th  of  July, 
1795,  to  the  ifl  of  February,  1796,  and  in  Scotland  from  the 
17th  of  July,  to  the  iftof  February. 

The  Report  was*  received,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

On  tjie  adjourned  debate  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the 
better  recovery  of  fmall  debts  in  the  city  of  London,  Mr.  Jckyll 
moved,  that  it  be  poftponcd  to  this  day  three  months.  After  a  fligM 
oppofition  from  the  fupporters  of  the  bill,  there  not  being  forty  Mem- 
bers in  the  Houfe,  the  motion  was  carried  without  a  divifion.  Ad- 
journed to  Wednefday. 

JVeaneJdaj^  Jum. 

There  being  only  twenty- feven  Members  prefent  at  four  o'dod^i 
'flie  Speaker  adjourned  the  Houfe  till  to-morrow. 
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Thurfdayy  2Sth  June* 

A'meflTage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  dating,  that  their  Lord- 
Ihips  had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  preventing  ^ny  future  Prince  of  Wales 
from  contra6iing  debts,  and  the  bill  for  flopping  diililleries  till  the 
1  ft  of  February,  1796. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  adverted  to  the  great  extenfion  of  influence, 
in  confequertce  of  loans,  contrafts,  &c.  He  gave  notice,  that  he 
(hould  make  a  motion  next  feffion;  thit  no  contraflor  for  a  foreign 
loan  (hould  hold  a  feat  in  that  Houfe. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  he  was  not  at  all  fatisfied  with  the 
anfwer  tliat  had  been  given  to  his  argument  refpefting  the  right  of 
the  Piince  to  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Ccrnvvall.  He  gave  no- 
rice,  therefore,  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  the  queftion  every 
fcflion,  till  fome  dccifion  fhould  be  made  on  the  fubjedt. 

Adjourned, 

^         Friday  J  0.6th  June. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated  that  he  had  been  in  the  Houfc  of  Peers, 
where  the  royal  affent  had  been  given  by  a  commiflion  to  feveral  pub- 
lic and  private  bills. 

A  mtflage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  ftating  that  their  Lord- 
fliips  had  agreed  to  the  bill  granting  an  eftablifhment 'to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  to  the  bill  granting  a  jointure  to  her  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Princefs  6f  Wales,  without  any  amendment. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  an  aft  had  been  paffed  during  the 
feffion,  requiring  all  boats  on  rivers^  or  navigable  canals,  to  be  re- 
giftered.  This  regulation  certainly  was  not  intended  to  operate  as  a 
tax ;  yet  he  underftood  from  good  authority,  that  7s.  6d.  was  de- 
manded as  the  price  of  regiftraiion,  an  exaftion  which  was  exceed-  ' 
ingly  inconvenient  and  oppreffive  to  poor  fiftiermen.  He  was  forty 
that  there  was  no  Minifter  in  the  Houfe,  but  he  tnifted  that  proper 
fteps  would  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil  of  which  he  complained^  . 

Adjourned. 

Saturdajy  Junt. 

The  following  mcffage  from  His  Majefty  was  delivered  by  Sir 
Francis  Molyneux,  Gentleman  Uflicr  of  the  Black  Rod : 
Mr.*  Sjfeaker, 

l^he  King  ammands  this  Hmouraile  Houfe  to  attend  His  Majefy 
immediately^  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend 
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His  Majcfty when  Mr.  Speaker  addrcffcd  the  Throne  in  a  Speecbt 

of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
Your  faithful  Commons  humbly  attend  your  Majefty  with  the 
bills  which  clofe  the  fupply  for  the  public  fervicc  of  the  year. 

Impfcffed  with  a  due  fcnfe  of  the  nature  and  importance  of 
the  conteft  in  which  your  Majefty  is  engaged,  your  G>mmons  have 
thought  it  ncceffary  to  make  the  moft  ample  proviiion  for  thefcvcral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice.  In  difcharging  the  painful  but  in- 
difpcnfible  duty  of  impofing  additional  burdens  on  their  conftitucnts, 
tliey  have  derived  juR  confolation  and  fatisfacUon  from  the  ftatc  of 
the  credit,  the  commerce,  and  refources  of  the  country  ;  and  they 
are  encouraged  and  gratified  by  the  hope  Jthat  the  liberality  and  ex- 
ertions of  your  faithful  fubjedts  will  be  rewarded  by  the  teftoratioB  of 
peace,  on  fuch  a  foundation  as  will  give  increafed  fecarity  to  the  un- 
exampled bleflings'fo  long  experienced  by  thefe  kingdoms. 

"  Other  objeds,  net  Icfs  intcrefting  to  the  fecUngs  of  your  Ma- 
jefty and  pf  the  nation,  have  alfo  employed  the  deliberations  of  ycnir 
Commons.  In  confequcncc  of  yopr  Majefty 's  moft  gracious  meflage 
on  the  nuptials  of  their  Royal  Highneflfcs  the  Prince  and  Princcfs  of 
Wales,  your  Commons  proceeded  to  take  into  their  coniideration  the 
feveral  points  to  which  your  Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  dired  their  at- 
tention, with  as  much  difpatch  as  their  peculiar  importance  would  al- 
low :  and  they  truft  that  their  condud  has  manifefted  the  cordial  fa- 
tisfaSiort  which  they  derive  from  an  event  intimately  connected  with 
the  happinefs  of  your  Majefty,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people.  Some 
of  tlie  provifions  and  regulations  which  h^ve  been  adopted  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  arofe  from  circumftances,  which,  painful  as  they  undoubtedly 
were,  would  be -a  fubjeft  of  deeper  regret  to  your  Commons,  if  they 
had  not  produced  that  gracious  communication  of  the  fentiments  and 
wifties  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales>  whidi  could 
not  fail  to  confirm  the  hopes  and  gratify  the  feelings  of  a  generous 
and  loyal  people.  In  difcharging  their  duty  on  this  important  oc- 
cafion,  your  Commons  have  been  aduated  by  the  perfuaiion,  that 
the  true  interefts  of  yoor  Majeftf's  illuftrious  family  are  not  to  be 
feparated  from  thofe  of  the  nation  ;  a  principle  which.  animates  the 
loyalty  of  all  piaffes  of  your  Majefty*s  fubjeSs,  and  which  binds  thdr 
duty  and  afiedion  to  a  Conftitution  which  they  love  and'  revere. 

"  Another  bill,  which  it  is  my  duty  to-prcfent  to  your  Majefty, 
IS  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  fuch  a  jointure  for  her  Rc^al  High<. 
nefs  the  Princcfs  of  Wales,  as  is  fuited  to  her  rank,  her  dignity, 
and  her  virtues.    In  approaching  your  Majefty  with  tiiia  bill,  your 
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Commons  are  impreficd  with  the  moft  earneft  and  anxious  hopes, 
tliat  if  ever  the  provifion  fhoulcl  be  rendered  efFedlual,  it  may  not  be- 
come fo,  until,  under  the  ^vour  of  Divine  Providence,  a  long 
auid  uninterrupted  continuance  of  4iappinefs  has  been  experienced 
from  an  union,  not  more  calculated  to  promote  the  domeftic  comforts 
of  your  Majefty,  and  of  your  illuftrious  family,  than  to  give  addi- 
tional fecurity  to  thofe  liberties,  and  that  Conftituiion,  which  were 
preferved  by  your^  Majefty  s  "anceftors,  which  haycbeen  maintained 
and  cherifhcd  by  your  gracious  care  and  protedion,  and  which  it  is 
the  fervent  wi(h  and  prayer  of  your  Majefty 's  faithful  fubjcdts,  that 
this  country  may  continue  to  enjoy  to  the  lateft  poftcrity  under  your 
Majefty  s  Royal  defcenda^its. 

**  The  bills  which  I  have  in  my  hand  are  fcverally  entitled, 
'  An  aft  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  'his 
Rcyal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  during  the  joint  lives  of  His 
Majefty  and  of  his  faid  Royal  Highnefs  \  for  making  provifion  out 
of  his  revenues  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  that  may  be  due  from 
his  Ro)^al  Highnefs;  for  preventing  the  accumulation  of  debts  in 
future  ;  and  for  regulating  the  mode  of  expenditure  of  the  faid  re- 
venues.*' 

An  aft  for  better  enabling  His  Majefty  to  make  provifion  for 
a  fure  and  certain  jointure  for  her  Royal  '  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  ^ 
Wales  for  the  term  of  her  life." 

"  An  aft  for  allowing  a  farther  annuity  to  the  fubfcribers  to  the 
fum  of  eigliteen  millions,  authorifed  to  be  raifed  for  the  fcrvice  of 
the  year  1 795." 

^  An  aft  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  direft  the  iflue  of  Exche- 
quer bills  to  a  limited  amount,  for  the  purjwfes,  and  in  the  manner 
therein  mentioned." 

The  rbyal  afferit  was  then  given  to  the  bills,  after  which.  His 
Majefty  was  plea  fed  to  make  a  moft  gracious  fpccch  from  the  Throne, 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  as  foUbweth ;  viz. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  zealous  and  uniform  regard  which  you  have  /hewn  to  the  gene* 
ral  interefts  of  my  people  y  and  paricuhrly  the  prudent^  firmy  and fpirited 
fupport  which  you  have  continued  to  afford  mey  in  the  profecution  of  the 
great  conteji  in  which  we  are  Jiill  unavoidably  engaged,  demand  my 
warmejl  acknowledgements,  , 

The  encouragement  which  my  allies  mujl  derive  from  the  knowledge 
^ your  fentimentt,  and  the  extraordinary  exertions  which  you  ha^je  eti" 
ailed  me  to  make,  in  fupport ing  and  augmenting  my  naval  und  military 
forces^  afford  the  mant  moft  likely  to  conduce  ia  the  reftiration  of  peac0 
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to  thefe  llngd:ms^  and  t9  the  re'ejiablijbment  $f  gOKral  tranquiUity^ 
w  ujccure^  an  honourable^  and  a  la  fling  foundati<au 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
thave     return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  tie  liberal  and  ample  fup^ 
plies  which  the  rejmrces  of  the  country  have  enabled  pu  to  provide^ 
beyond  all  former  example ^  for  the  various  exigencies  of  the  public 
fcrvice. 

I  have  alfo  t9  acknowledgCy  with  peculiar  fenflilliy,  the  recent  prs^ 
which  ym  have  given  nie  of  your  attachment  to  my  f  erf  on  and family^  im 
the  prov'ftm  which  you  have  made  fr  fettling  the  cjlablijbmtni  of  fit 
Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  andfr  extricating  the  Piincefrom  the 
incumbrances  in  which  he  was  involved. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

//  is  impfjible  to  contemplate  the  internal  Jltuation  of  the  enemy  with 
whom  we  are  contending,  without  indulging  an  hopCy  that  the  prefent 
circutnflunces  of  France  may,  in  their  effect hafien  the  return  oj  Jucb 
a  fiate  of  order  and  regular  government  as  may  be  cupaHe  of  maintaining 
,  the  acc'fflimcd  relations  of  amity  and  peace  with  other  pcwers. 

The  fj  iCy  however,  of  ilefe  extraordinary  tranju^iions  is  out  of  tli 
-reach  of  human  forcjight. 

Till  that  defirabie  period  arrive Sy  when  my  fuljeHs  can  be  reflrred 
to  the  Jecure  enpyment  of  the  hlefjmgs  of  fence,  I  Jholl  not  fail  to  mah 
the  m^Ji  effeSiual  vfe  cf  the  free  ivhich  y-M  have  put  into  n,y  hands. 

It  is  with  the  utnrfi  fati  fMi^n  that  I  have  recently  received  the  ad- 
vices of  an  important  and  brilliant  fuccefs  obtained  6vcr  the  eneniyy  ly  a 
detachment  of  my  fleet  under  the  able  Cjndu6i  of  L^ir^Biidport. 

/  have  every  re  of  on  to  rely  on  the  continuance  cf  the  diflinguifbei 
bravery  and  conduct  of  my  fleet  '  and  armies y  ai  well  as  of  the  zeal,  fpi^ 
rity  and  perfeverance,  of  my  people,  which  have  been  unifor  mly  mani^ 
fefted  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  jufl  and  neccffary  war. 

And  afterguards  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  His  Majcfty's  command, 
laid,     '  , 

.JM^  Lordsy  and  Gentlemeny 

It  is  His  Majcfty's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  Ais  Parliament 
be  prorogued  to  \Vedncfday,  the  5th  day  of  Auguft  next,  to  bo 
then  here  holden  \  and  this  Parliament  is  accordii^ly  prorogued  to 
Wcdnefday,  the  5th  day  of  Auguft  next. 
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^The  Reader  is  requefted  to  fuhftitvte  the  fdlowtng  in  the  Report  of  the 
Proceedings  of  tie  20th  oJ.AIuyy  as  heiyig  a  m^re  corre^f  JiaNmeni 
cfthe  Speech  of  Mr.  Dent  on  that  occ/fton. 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  as  Chairman  to  the  Comrrittee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  fniucis  and  abuses  in  relation  to  the  fending  and  re- 
ceiving Ictrcrs,  packets,  and  parcels,  free  of  poftagc,  he  was  in- 
ttruc^td  to  a(k  leave  (>f  the  Houfc  that  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  their 
proceedings  be  laid  ujon  the  table  ;  and  as  he  was  not  aware  that 
anoppofition  would,  be  made  to  the  requcft,  he  (liould  briefly  ftaie 
fuch  reafons  as  the  Committee  prcfumcd  warranted  the  menfure  ;  at 
tlie  fame  time  he  hoped  for  tiie  indulgence  of  thcHoufe,  if  any  op* 
pofition  unexpededly  arofe,  fliould  he  then  wifli  ntcefl'aiily  tf»  go 
more  into  a  detail  of  the  bufincfs.  In  the  firft  place,  he  obfcrved^ 
the  ditfciencp  of  opinion  in  the  Committee  was  very  grent  upon  al- 
iriofl  every  queftion  ;  that  much  more  evidence  was  yet  to  be  gone 
through,  which,  at  this  ad\anced  period  of  the  fcflion,  rendered  a 
full  rqxjrt  being  made  very  imprtibable»  and  almoft  iirp<  fliblc  fori 
bill  to  be  found4.d  on  fuch  report  afterwards  ;  that  one  f  ^ort,  indeed^ 
had  been  oiFcred  and  rejeded,  when  the  evidence  fiiicd  only  about 
fifty  pages,  and  now  the  e\iucnce  taking  up  near  four  hundred  pages^ 
he  feared  would  proportionably  widtn  the  difference  of  opinion.  He 
therefore  moved,  without  farther  troubling  the  Koufe,  "  That  there 
be  laid  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  their  proceedings." 

[Mr.  LONG  and  Mr.  DUNDAS  ©ppofrng  the  motion,] 
Mr.  Dent  rofe  again,  and  faid  he  really  was  forry  his  motion  had 
been  objected  to  ;  for  not  having  heard  any  reafon  why  it  fliouldt 
nor  cxpeding  it  would  be  oppofcd,  he  was  unprepared  to  go  fo  fully 
into  the  merits  of  the  application  as  he  wiflied  ;  flill  he  would,  to 
the  heft  of  his  recollcdion,  ftatc,  in  addition  to  what  he  befoic  had 
ftatcd,  other  reafons,  as  alfo  fomc  anfwers,  to  what  had  fallen 
fi-pm  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Long).  He  intimated,  that  cnc 
objedlion  to  the  minutes  being  laid  on  the  table,  W'as  the  quantity  of 
matter  therein  contained  b.cing  irrelevant  to  the  order  under  which 
the  Committee  fat.  If  the  h(  nourable  gentleman  meant,  by  irrele- 
vant matter,  the  produd  ic  n  of  a  book  from  the  General  Poft  Office, 
called  the  Dead- Letter  Buk,  he  muft  materially  differ  with  him; 
and  if  lie  alfo  alluded  to  Mr.  Bonnor  s  evidence,  he  ftill  feared  thejr 
Ihould  not  even  in  that  particular  agree  ;  before  he  told  the  Houfe 
his  reafon  for  differing  in  opinion,  he  begged  leave  to  explain  the 
contents  of  this  Dead-Letter  B<x)k  :  in  this  book,  he  faid,  arc  en- 
fered  all  applications  for  letters  containing  money,  bank  notes,  bill« 
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jbandalouA  breach  made  on  its  privilege,  which,  if  permirted  topafii 
unnoticed,  from  this  period  there  might  be  an  end  to  its  authiinty; 
but  certainly  a  conclafion  there  would  be  to  the  orders  of  die  Houfe 
for  promoting  any  good  efFeAf^s,  by  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  mode  of  fending  newfpapers  by  the  poft,  and 
in  particular  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Roads  in  the  General  Poft  O&e, 
in  which  there  was  a  monftrous  abufc  v\  their  fuppofcd  privilege ;  ht 
he  could  not  find  by  any  a£t  of  Parliament  they  were  entidcd'te  fnd 
newfpapers,  free  of  poftagc ;  froffi  this  circtimftance  arofe  an  oca- 
fion  of  great  complnint  amongft  many  gentlemen  in  the  country,  not 
receiving  regularly  their  newfpapers  put  into  the  General  PoftOfEa; 
it  appeared  the  only  competitors  the  Clerks  of  tlie  Roads  had  in 
fending  newfpapcTS,  were  the  news  dealers,  who  forwarded  thdr 
papers  under  the  fand^ion  of  fome  Member's  name  ;  it  was  not  un- 
ufual,  on  the  report  of  any  great  debate  in  that  Houfe,  or  on  recdv- 
ing  important  intelligence  from  abroad,  that  gentlemen  found  thcm- 
felves  difappointed  of  their  newfpapers  the  following  poft  ;  they  of 
oourfe  applied  to  the  Provincial  Pbftmafter  ;  he  ufually  cxprcflfcd  his 
forrow  at  the  event,  but  being  in  the  fecrct,  arnJ  underftanding  the 
nature  of  the  bufinefs^  by  way  of  friendly  advice,  advifcd  the  parties 
t'omplrjining  to  take  their  papers  from  fome  particular  Clerk  of  the 
Pofl  Office,  and  then  they  might  be  fure  of,  and  depend  upon,  a 
regular  remittance.  One  of  thefe  Clerks  of  the  Roads,  it  came  out  in 
examination,  had  caufed  many  of  his  private  letters  to  pafs  frcerf 
portage,  though  not  entitled  to  fuch  privilege  ;  and  it  was  undcr- 
flood  the  contents  were  diredVed  to  the  country  Bookfellers,  inform- 
ing  them,  if  they  took  the  town  publications,  fuch  as  magaiiiics, 
pamphlets,  &c.  through  certain  pcrfons,  they  would  not  only  be 
fent  free  of  polbgc,  but  alfo  at  the  London  prices.  Upon  infpcc- 
tion,  it  appeared  that  certain  newfpapers  were  fent  unftamped ;  ma- 
ny old  ones  bought  at  Coffee  Houfes,  for  an  halfpenny  a  piece,  fcr 
the  fole  purpfc  of  inclofmg  letters,  and,  under  the  fandiun  of  the 
newfpapcr,  avoiding  the  polbgc  ;  on  the  margin  alfo  of  othcrnewf- 

.  papers,  a  fort  of  correfpondence  was  continually  carried  on,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Revenue ;  and  one  newfpaper,  in  particular,  it 
came  out  in  evidence,  had  thcfe  words  written  on  the  margin— 
I  am  forry  I  could  not  fend  this  letter  before  \  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  an  old  newfp?iper  fooner/*    Mr.  Dent  faid,  he 
Ihduld  now  conclude  with  obferving,  that  theabufes  in  franking, « 

•thcCuftom  Houfe  in  particular,  and  the  Excifc  Office,  muft  be 
enormous,  as  the  portage  of  the  former  amounted  to  between  five  and 
fix  thoufjnd  pounds  a  year,  there  being  no  cheque ;  the  latter  to  up* 
nirards  of  three  thoufand  pounds.    Government,  indeed^  tad,  fioo^ 
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~  notice  was  given  in  the  Houfe  of  an  intended  inquiry,  iflued  very 
'  (farong  orders  to  hinder  improper  franking  in  all  Public  Offices,  but 
'he  much  ieared  it  would  only  have  a  temporary  efFcft,  and  that  nt>- 
tiiing  (hort  of  ah  aft  of  Parliament  for  each  offence  would  cUt  up  ftc 
abufe  by  the  roots  ;  he  lamented  much  the  Committee  had  been 
opened  for  all  who  came*  to  have  voices,  as  he  believed  it  was  the 
firft  inftance  of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  not  being  a  fecret  one.-— 
•  'The  bad  effeft  in  delay,  &c.  had  been  vifibly  felt,  as  gchllemen, 
^not  acquainted  with  the  former  evidence,  frequently  drppt  in,  and, 
by  (heir  qucftions,  had  repeated  to  them  over  and  over  again,  what 
other  gentlemen,  who  had  attended  from  the  banning  and  daily, 
!had  debated  at  lengtli,  and  fettled.    Mr.  Dent  faithfuHy  declared 
-he  meant  nothing  perfonal  by  this  inquiry ;  that  his  only  wifli  wa'i 
(a  duty  hicumbent  on  every  Member  in  that  Houfe)  to  fee  juftia: 
done  to  individuals  ;  the  public  mind  fatisiicd  as  to  public  reports 
^  abufes,  and  the  revenue  of  the  country  properly  colleded^  and  aa 
3>roperly  syyplied. 


The  following  P^rs  were  laid  on  the  table,  for  Ac  piertlfel  of 
^  Members : 


Vol.  Xfet 
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R  E  P  a  R  T. 


The  COMMITTEE,,  to  whom  the  Pctitioit  of  the  Merchant^ 
connc£ted  with,  and  trading  to,  the  Iflands  of  Grenada  and 
St.  Vincent,  was  Tcfcnred,  have,  purfaant  to  the  Order  of 
thrHoufe,  confidered  the  matter  of  thcfaid  Petition:  To  prove; 
Ac  sdl^tbns  whereof, ' 

YOUR  Committee  proceeded  to  examivie  feverat  merchants, 
•f  eminence  conneded  with  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  Saint  Vin-i- 
«crit. 

The  concurnng  accounts  received  fipom  thefe  gentlemen  fully  fub-. 
flantiated  the  firft  allegation- of  the  petition,  refpeding.  the  nature 
and  caufes  of  the  calamities  fuflained  by  thofe  illands.  From  thr 
fituation  in  which  the  itlands  Hood  at  the  time  when  the  laft  account; 
earoe  away,  it  was  tmpcffible  that  any  particular  detail  could  bc^ 
given  of  the  whple  lofs  which  has  been  incurred;  but  it  appeared 
that  in  both  the  iflands  a  large  proportion  of  the  eftates  had  bcen^  kidt 
wafte,  their  manufactured  produce  plundered,  and  the  cattle  driveir 
away ;  and  in  many  of.  them  the  crops  upon  the  ground,  and  the 
buildings  and  i^orks,  entirely  dcftroycd.  The  neccffary  abfence  of 
the  owners  and  Managers  at  the  fcafon  of  the  crop  was  alfo  reprefent&- 
ed  as  occafioning  a  material  lofs,  even  to  thofe  eftates  which  mighti 
have  efcapcd  adual  devglbtion. 

In  confcquence  of  thefe  events,  not  only  a  great  part  of  the  cxop^ 
which  would  have  been  remitted  home  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
year  has  been  lod,  but  even,  on  tlie  fuppofuion  of  a  fpeedy  reftonk- 
tion  of  tranquillity,  the  crop  of  the  fucceeding  year  muft  be  mate^ 
iSally  afFeded ;  and  a  very  confiderable  expence  incurred  in  the  in- 
terval, for  rcpairing^thc  works,  and  replacing  the  ftock  on  the  diffe- 
rent eftates;  and  |n  Grenada  the  interruption  of  the  trade  carried  on< 
with  the  free  port  cftablifhed  there  niull  be  confidered  as  an  additior^ 
to  the  diftrcfs  of  that  iiland,  and  a  farther  diminutiorv  of  its  means 

remittance, 

•  On  comparing  the  calculations  from  fuch  materials  as  were  in  the 
pofTeilion  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  your  Committee,  there  ap-^ 
l^earcd  good  reafon  to  bciicve,  that  th^  amount  of  the  lofs  in  the  re- 
mittances of  the  prefent  year,  togetHen  with  the  expence  to  be  in- 
QUfred  in  reftoring  the  plantations  to  a.llate  q£  cultivation,  can  hardly 
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be  cftitm^ted  at  a  lefs  fum  than  between  6  and  f  oo,oool.  in  cadi 
tfiefe  iflands. 

It  alfo  appeared  that  the  merchants  oonne£ted  with  thefe  iflandt 
were  under  pecuniary  engagements  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  credit 
of  the  crop,  which  would  have  been  remittof(^  to  them  if  thefe  cala- 
mities had  not  happened  \  and  that  confequently,  under  the  prefent 
circumAanceSy  thefe  engagements  could  not  be  pundnally  difch^^god 
by  them  without  fome  extfaordinaiy  affiftance.  The  fame  circum- 
fiances  would  prevent  the  merchants  from  continuing  the  ufual  ad- 
vances for  the  ordinary  cultivation  of  the  iflands,  and  mud  {fill  more 
difable  them  from  fumilhing  the  additional  fuftis  which  would  be 
lequired  in  confequence  of  the  late  devailation. 

It  was  ftated,  to  the  conviction  of  your  Committee,  that  no  a(- 
liilance  would  be  eflkdlual  to  obviate  very  feriou»  inconvemencics^ 
both  to  individuals  and  to  the  Public,  in  refped  both  to  commerce 
and  revenue,  which  did  not  afibrd  the  means  of  procurii^  an  ad- 
vance of  money  equal  to  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  lofles  and 
cxpcnccs  above  fbted;  and  which  advance,  from  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  could  not  come  into  a  courfe  of  repayment  till  after  the  crop 
of  the  next  year  fliould  have  been  remitted  to  this  country,  and 
could  not  be  wholly  made  good  in  a  lefs  period  than  from  two  jcm 
and  an  half  to  three  years. 

Your  Committee  alfo  found  that  there  was  reafon  to  believe,  that 
to  a  very  laigc  extent,  unexceptionable  fecurity  could  be  given  for 
fuch  advantages ;  but  nevertheless,  that  the  length  of  the  period  for 
whidi  they  were  neceflary,  rendered  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
perfons  concerned,  impoflible  to  be  procured  by  the  exertions  of  pri- 
vate credit.  One  of  the  gentlemen  examined,  engaged  in  a  mdt 
cxtenfive  fcale  of  bufinefs,  and  poflcflinga  great  capital,  as  weD  as 
fubftantial  fecurities  unconnedted  with  the  Weft  Indies,  pointedly 
Hated  this,  from  his  own  recent  experience ;  and  added,  that  the 
difficulties  proceeded  not  frony  money  being  valuable;  that  it  was 
eafily  procured  for  periods  of  two  or  three  months ;  but  that,  e\-cn 
with  good  credit,  afid  on  the  beft  fecurities,  it  was  at  all  times  dif- 
ficult, and  at  this  moment  impoffible,  to  procure  fo  large  a  fum  for 
fo  long  a  period  as  was  neccfiary  in  die  prcfcnt  cafe. 

Your  Committee  were  ftrongly  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the 
informariop  they  received  from  Mr.  .  Alderman  Curtis,  Mr.  Alder- 
man Lufhington,  and  Mr.''Thorncon,  Members  of  the  Committee; 
and  alfo  from  fome  gentlemen  who  had  been  Commiffiooers 
under  the  palled  in  the  year  1793,  for  the  relief  of  commcr* 
cial  credit  r^^^^^T^ 
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Your  Committee  feel  it  their  du^  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  as  Ac 
irefult  of  their  examination,  that  the  allegations  in  the  petition  le- 
ferred  to  them  have  been  fully  proved  ;  and  particularly  that  the  en* 
gagements  which  havje  been  contrafied  on  the  credit  of  the  expeded 
remittances  cannot  be  fulfilled,  nor  thofe  fijpplies  furnifhed  which 
are  neceflary  for  the  future  cultivation  of  the  iflands,  unlefs,  on  a 
"confideration  of  the'fpecial  drcumftances  of  the  cafe.  Parliament 
Ihould  in  its  wifdom  think  fit  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  render 
the  credit  and  rcfources  of  the  parties  interefted  effedualfor  the  pur^ 
fdk  of  relieving  them  ftom  their  prefcnt  embarr^flmientSt 
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.  SUPPLIES  gpmtcd  by  ParUamoit  for  the  Year  1 795* 
NAVY. 

JanujiryS,  1795. 

^  !•  That  TOOyCOO  men  be  employed  for  the  fca  fct- ' 
▼ice,  for  the  year  1795,  'including  15,000  maiines. 

2.  That  a  fum>  not  exceeding  41.  per  min  per 
month,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  100,000 
men,  for  13  months,  including  ordnance  forfeafer- 
▼icc    - —  —  jaooooo   o  • 

^ebniaty  17.  ' 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  Na;ry^  inoluding  half 

pay  t»  fea  and  marine  officers  j  for  the  }f ear  1 7f  5   —    j^S^'S    3  9 

2.  Towards  the  buildings,  rej>uildtngs»  and  fepairs 
of  (hips  of  war  in  His  Majeily't  and  the  Merchants* 
yards,  and  other  extra  works^  o^er  and  abpve  what  are 
propofed  to  be  done  upon  the  heada  6f  Wear  and  Toar 
andOidinary,  for  the  year  179^  —   ^25840   o  0 

Note.— —March  3,'  it  waa  rclblvcdj  That  provi- 
fioB  be  made  for  enabling  His  Majefiy  to  ia- 
dsf^  all  the  biHs  jxiyabk  in  coiicfe  of  the  Nary 
ana  Vi^ualling  OificeA,  which  Were  made  oUt 
on  or  before  the  joth  day  of  September^  ^793% 
amounting  to  the  fumo/ 1,663,01  Sl«  39.  ad. 

^3 '45^3   3  9 

LAND  SERVICE. 

January  2a,  179 J. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  3,882 
invalids,  not  exceeding  1 19,380  effe6live  men,  com- 
miflioncd  and  non-commtirioned  Officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  year  179s* '  ' 

2.  ror  defraying  the  charge  of  1 19,380  eSe6d7e 
men  for  guards,  garnfons,  and  other  His  Majedy's 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfey, 

on  the  Continent,  and  on  boand  the  fleet  ■  2777534  19  I 

5.  For  maintaining  His  Mnjefly's  forces  in  the  Plan- 
tations, including  thofe  fervinr  at  Gibraltar,  and  in 
Corfica,  and  a  corps  of  foot  in  New  South  Wales,  for 
the  year  1795  ■  ■    691307  15  J 

4.  For  defraying  the  difference  between  the  Britifh 
and  Irifli  pay  of  fix  regiments  of  foot  for  fervice  in  the 

Wed  Indies,  for  the  year  1 795  .  — *     40096  9  9 

5,  On  account  for  the  pay  necefTary  to  be  advanced 
to  one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  nine  battalions 

of  foot,  for  fervice  in  Eall  India,  for  the  year  1 795  8j  23  17  io| 
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6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  recruiting,  contin-  /.  d. 
gencics,^and  01  the  allowance  of  bread  and  neceflaries 

for  His  Majcfty*s  land  forces,  of  the  allowance  of  ex- 
tra feed  to  the  cavalry  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
charge  of  poundage  to  be  returned  to  the  infantry,  for 
the  year  1795         <   ■    385000   o  o 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  levy-money  and  fub- 
fiftence,  and  of  the  allowance  for  clothing  and  accou- 
trements for  the  augmentations  to  be  made  to  His  Ma- 

jefty's  land  forces,  in  the  year  1795    480000    o  o 

8.  For  the  pay  of  General  and  Staff  Officers,  aftd 
Officers  of  the  Hofpitals,  fcrving  with  the  forces  in 
Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  and  Jcrfcy,  and  on  the 

Continent,  for  the  year  1795   11 5820   o  3 

9.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  full  pay  to  fuper- 
numerary  Officers  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  including 
the  Officers  of  independent  companies,  and  of  regi- 
ments drafted,  or  to  be  drafted,  for  the  year  1795  7997^    4  4 

10.  For  the  allowance  to  the  Pay  matter  General  of 
Hb  Majefty's  forces,  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  the 
Commiflary  General  of  the  Mufters,  to  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate General,  to  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Accounts 
of  the  Army,  their  deputies  and  clerks,  including  the 

contingent  expenccs  of  their  refpc(ftire  offices,  and  for  / 

the  amount  of  Exchequer  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  Pay- 

maftcr  General,  for  the  year  1795  '  T    ''^^^^  3 

1 1 .  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  Officers  of  His 

Majefty's  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1795     128864    j  9 

12.  fox  defraying  the  charge  of  allowances  to  the 
feveral  Officers  and  private  Gentlemen  of  the  late 
troopsofHorfe  Guards,  for  the  year  179s  —        I3S  ^6  3 

13.  On  account  of  the  feveral  Officers  late  in  the 

fervice  of  the  States  General,  for  the  year  1 795     —       1000   o  o 

14.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  Officers  of  His 

Majefty's  Biitifli  American  forces,  for  the  year  17^5       52500    o  o 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  allowances  to  feve- 
ral reduced  Officers  of  His  Majefty's  Britifh  American 

forces,  for  the  year  1795      7500    o  o 

16.  Upon  account  for  defraying  the  charge  of  pen- 
fions  to  be  paid  to  the  widows  of  commiffioned  Officers, 

and  expcnces  attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1705        10387  13  3 

17.  Upon  account  of  expenccs  of  the  new  roads  of  - 
communication,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  High- 
lands of  North  Britain,  in  the  year  1795        .     "7       45^0    o  o 

18.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  cmbodi^  mi- 
litia in  South  Britain,  and  of  feveral  corps  of  fencible 
infantry  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  the 

Ifle  of  Man,  for  the  year  1795  ^   ;   93004712  3 

19.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  contingencies,  of 
the  allowance  of  Dread  and  neceflaries,  and  of  pound- 
age for  the  embodied  militia,  and  corps  of  fencible  in- 
fantry in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1 7^5  —    2  looco    o  o 

20.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  clothing  for  the  em- 
bodied militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1795         107137  IX  6 
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6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  eftabUfli-  )f .  i> 
incnt  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,'  from  the  ift  day 

of  April,  1795,  to  ihr)  I  ft  day  of  April,  1796       — 1232  xo  o 

7,  For  dcfrayihg  ihc  charge  of  the  civil  cftablifli- 
.ment  of  the  Bahama  lilands,  in  addition  to  the  fala- 

ries  now  paid  to  the  public  Officers  out  of  chc  duty 
fund,  and  other  incidental  charges  attending  the  fame, 
for  the  year  1795      4^5^   ^  ° 

8,  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  i'ulary  of  the 
Chief  JuTticc  of  the  Bermuda  or  Somers  Iflands,  from 
the  24th  day  of  June,  179^)  to  the  a+ih  day  of  June, 

i7q5  —  ■  —        580  o  0 

9.  For  dcfiaying  the  chnrcre  of  the  falary  of  the 
Chief  Juiliceof  the  illand  of  Dominica,  for  the  year 


»795 


6cx>  o  0 


JO.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  rhe  civil  eftablifti- 
meptot  New  South  Wales,  from  the  loih  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1794,  to  the  I oth  day  of  October,  1795     —       5241    0  0 

T I .  For  defraying  the  extraordinary  cx pence  of  His 
Majfefty's  Mint,  from  the  ift  day  cf  January  to  the 
27th  day  of  July,  1794,  both  inclufivc  —  2  4 

1 2 .  For  defraying  the  extraordinary  cxpencc  of  His 
MajeAy's  Mint,  from  the  28th  day ot  July  to  the  31(1 
day  of  December,  1794  —  —       1384   2  6 

February  23. 

1.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  by  His  Majcfty's  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  Ad- 

dreffes  of  the  Houfe  ■  —     47^49    '  J 

2.  For  the  payment  of  fuch  pan  of  the  princijxil  and 
intereft  thereupon,  as  fliall  become  due  on  or  before 
the  i;th  day  of  April  1795,  on  all  the  orders  made  our, 
purfuantto  an  a£t  of  the  28th  year  of  his  prcfent  Ma- 
lefty's  reign,  for  giving  relief  to  American  and  Eaft 

Florida  fuffercrs  —  ■  204549   6  i 

3.  For  the  payment  of  fuch  part  of  the  principal  and 
intereft  there. pnn,  as  fhall  become  due  on  or  before 
the  jth  day  oF  April  1 795,  on  all  the  orders  made  out, 
puriuant  to  an  a6l  of  the  30th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prcfent  M^ijefty,  feu*  granting  relief  to  American  and 

taft  Florida  fuffercrs    '  ■  ■      55091  17  6 

4.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  in  confequence  of  the  expenccs  incurred  id  carry- 
ing on  the  profecution  againft  Warren  Haftiugs,  Efq. 

and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by  Parliament  4794"   6  6 

5.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  for  the  cxpcncc  of  fundry  articles  fent  to  the  fet* 
tlcment  in  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the  amount  of 
bilL  drawn,  and  of  other  expe  nee  s  incur  red,  on  account 
of  the  Convicts  at  th;it  fettlement,  and  which  has  not 

been  made  good  by  Fa;  liamcnt  —  —       6958   8  4 

6.  To  make  good  the  hkc  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  to  Duncan  Cainpbell,  Efq.  for  the  Acpencc  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  Convi6U  on 
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the  river  Thames,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good       £.  </. 

by  Parliament  >    .<i4^3  '3  ^ 

7 :  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which^has  been  llTued 
to  James  Bradley,  Efq.  for  the  expcnce  of  maintain- 
ing and  guai^ding  Convid^s  in  Langdone  and  Pottr* 
mouth  harbours,  &c.  and  which  has  not  been  made 
good  by  Parliament  '   —      X5440    5  iif 

8.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  to  Thomas  Cotton,  Efq.  out  of  His  Majefly's 
Civil  Lift  Revenues,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  al- 

'  lowances  for  the  relief  of  American  Civil  Officers,  and 
others,  who  have  fufiered  on  account  of  cheir  attach- 
ment to  His  Majefty's  Oovernmcnt    ^49$oo   o  o 

9.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  to  William  Chin- 
ncry,  Efq.  out  of  His  Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Revenues, 
to  be  by  him  paid  over  to  certain  French  proprietors  of 

the  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  to  enable  them  to  go  there       1059  {4  o 

10.  To  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's Civil  Lift  Revenues,  to  John  Wilmot,  Efq. 
Robert  Banks  Jenkinfon,  Efq.  Sir  William  PcppcrcU, 
Baronet,  and  Philip  Metcalfe,  Efq.  Members  of  the 
Committee  for  .the  relief  of  the  fuffering  Clergy  and 

Laity  of  France      —     98410   o  O 

1 1.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  from  His  Ma- 
jefty's Civil  Lift  Revenues,  for  His  Majefty's  fervice 
abroad,  between  the  5th  day  of  January  1 794,  and 

the  5th  day  of  January,  1795.       —       —      —       ^4335  i^.  © 

12.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fucd  to  William  Chinnery,  Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Revenues, 
to  enable  him  to  difcharge  claims  for  fees  on  efcheats 
and  forfeitures  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 

for  other  fer vices    -    468  16  i 

13.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  to  William  Pollock  and  William  Huftiiftbn,  Efqrs. 
at  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty's 
Civil  Lift  Revenues  for  an  allowance  to  a  fuperinten- 
dant  appoint(;4  to  attend  the  bufinefs  arifingout  of  an 
a£l  paiTed  in  the  laft  fcilion  of  Parliament,  intituled, 
"  An  a£t  for  eftablifhing  Regulations  refpedting  Aliens 

**  arriving  in  this  kingdom,  or  rcfidcnt  therein,  in  cer-  * 

**  tain  cafes,"  from  the  loth  day  of  January  1793, 

to  the  nth  day  of  July  1794;  and  for  expenccs  of  1 

printing,  in  confcquence  of  the  above-mentioned  a^l,- 

from  the  5th  day  of  January  1793,  to  the  30th  day  of 

April  following  >  —       1089   ^  ^1 

14.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's Civil  Lift  Revenues,  to  Thomas  Evance,  Efq. 
as  an  allowance  to  himfelf,  and  Thomas  Brodie,  gen- 
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tleman,  for  continuing  and  pcrfc^ng  the  index  to  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  —  — 
I  ^.  To  make  good  the  like  fum»  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Civil  Li  11  Revenues,  to  the  rcprefcniaiives  of 
William  Blackburne,  Efq*  as  a  compcnfatiou  for  his 
trouble  in  making  defigns  for  the  Penitentiary  Houfes 
intended  to  have  been  built  at  the  public  expcncc,  and 
for  a  variety  of  other  bulinefs  done  relative  thereto ; 
and  to  Jeremy  Bentham,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  make 
preparations  for  the  cuflody  and  care  of  the  Convit^s 
propofed  to  be  confined  in  ihe  Penitentiary  Houfes 
.  i6«  For  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  foi*  the  year  1795 

February  26. 

To  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
gland,  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the  account  of  the 
Commiffioners  for  the  redudtion  of  the  National  Debt 

March  3. 

To  be  em  ploy  ad  in  repairing,  maintaining,  and 
fupport  ing,  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettle  meats  on  the 
coau  of  Africa  —  — - 

April  27. 

To  Thomas  Baucult  Mafl),  for  the  like  fum  ad- 
vanced by  him  for  the  five  firft  payment  ,  towards  the 
lottery  for  the  year  179+,  and  which  became  forfeited 
to  the  Public,  by  omitting  to  make  the  future  pay- 


ments 


May  14^ 


1.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  iflucd  at  the  receipt 
of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majelly's  Civil  Lift  Re- 
venues, to  James  Willis,  Efq,  to  be  applied  with  a 
view  to  the  forming  an  eftabliftiment  in  Atrica,  for  the 
purpofe  of  opening  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the 
interior  parts  of  that  continent,       —  — 

2.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  iflucd  to  John  Wil- 
mot,  Eff^.  the  honourably  Robert  Banks  Jenkinfon, 
Sir  William  Pepperell  Baronet,  and  Philip  Metcalfe, 
Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Ma- 
jcfty's  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  from  the  13th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary 1795,  fo^tbe  fupport,  clothing,  maintenance, 
&c,  of  the  fuffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of  France,  and 
to  fundry  perfons,  formerly  officers  of  marine,  or  in 
the  magiftracy  of  France,  and  which  have  not  been 
made  good  by  Parliament  -   

June  TO. 

To  be  applied  in  fupport  of  an  inftitution,  called 
the  Veterinary  College  *   ■  ■  - 


869  19  o 


2823  10  j 
3000  o  o 


200000   o  o 


—     20000-  o  o 


525  16  8 


■  4069   2  o 


37JOO  o  t 


—        IjSOO    o  o 
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June  15. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  expepce  of  making  pre-        £•  s. 
paradon  for  the  marriage  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 

rrincc  of  Wales  ___  27500    o  O 

2.  For  defraying  the  cxpcnce  of  completing  the 

works  at  Carlton  Houfe  —  25000   o  o 


857210  16  8| 


LOANS  DISCHARGED. 

•  January  6,  1795. 

1 .  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a6t,  paflcd  in  the  lail  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  **  An  adl  for  railing  a  cer- 
tain fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1794,"  and  charged  upon  the 

firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  fefiion  of  Parliament  2000000    o  o 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills,  made  out. by  virtue  of  an  a<5l,  pafled  in  the  laft 
fefiion  of  Parliament,  intituled,     An  a6l  for  raidng  a 
farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  V 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1794>"  and  charged  upon 

the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  fcflion  of  Parli- 
ament ^  ■  1500000  a  o 

3.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a^t,  paffed  in  the  lail 
feffjon  of  Parliament,  intitled,  *'  An  a6t  for  enabling 
*♦  His  Majclly  to  raifc  the  fum  of  2,500,000!.  for  the 
**  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,"  and  charged 
upon  the  firfl  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  fefliou  of 

Parliament  '    2500000   o  o 


6000000   o  o 


DEFICIENCIES. 
April  20,  1795. 

1.  To  make  good  the  deficiencey  of  the  grants  "for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1 794  —    744057  11  i 

2.  To  complete  the  fum  of  2,697,000!.  granted  to 
His  Majefty  out  of  the  confolidatcd  fund  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  year  1794      84^015    4  2i 

i«;92972  15  3J 
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March  30,  1795. 
To  enable  His  Majefty  to  defray  any  extraordinary      £.      j.  J, 
expcnces  which  may  be  incurred  for  the  fervicc  of 
the  year  1795,  and  to  take  all  fuch  mcafures  as  the 
exigency  of  affairs  may  require  ^       —  2500000   o  o 


Total  of  Supplies     —    31307265    i  io| 

WAYS  and  MEANS  for  raifmg'thc  above  SUPPLIES,  granted 
to  His  Majcfty,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1795. 

January  8th,  1795. 

1.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  wliich,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  34th  year 
of  his  prefent  Majefty 's  reign,  have  continuance  to  the 
24.th  day  of  June  1795,  be  farther  continued,  and 
charged  upon  all  malt  which  fliall  be  made,  and  upon 
all  mum  which  lhall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cy- 
der and  perry  which  (hall  be  made  for  lale  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  23d  day  of  June 

1793,  to  the  24th  day  of  June  1796    750000    o  o 

2.  That  the  fum  of  four  fliillings  in  the  pound,  and 
no  more,  be  railed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from 
the  25th  day  of  March  1795,  "P^'^  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  penfions,  o&ccs,  and  perfojoal  cilates, 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales, 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed :  and  that  a j>ro- 
port^ionable  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  anicle  or  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  belaid  upon  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain called  Scotland        ^   —  20000CO   o  q 

February  24. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majcliy,  the  fum  of  eighteen  millions  be  raifedby  an- 
nuities, in  , manner  following,  that  is  to  fay ;  that 
every  contributor  to  the  faid  lum  of  eighteen  millions 
fluill,  &c.    ■  .        18000000  o  • 

March  9. 

1*  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefly,  the  fum  of  two  millions  be  raifed  by  loans  or 
Exchc(juer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  and  fuch  Ex- 
chequer bills,  if  not  dilcharged,  with  intcreft  there- 
upon, on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April  1796,  to  be 
exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as 
Exchecjuer  bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  re- 
cei\ed  m  payment  .     2000000   O  O 

2.  That  towards  raifiag  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefly,  the  farther  fum  of  i,5o©,oool.  be' raifed  by 
loan*  or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firll 
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aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  fcflion  of  Parliament, 
and  fuch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged^- with  in-  J^*  J. 
tereft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April 
X  796,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in 
fuch  manner  as  Exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  ex- 
changed and  received  in  payment       —    1  jooooo    o  O 

March  26. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jefty,  the  furo  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds,  thirteen  {hil- 
lings and  four  pence,  be  raifed  by  way  of  lottery^  fuch 
lottery,  &c.    (vide  Paper  marked  B.)    75^54'  '3  4 

March  31, 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefiy,  the  fum  of  2,500,000!.  be  rmifcd  by  loans 
or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  feflionof  Parliament         —  2500000   o  o 

April  23. 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
His  Majeily,  there  be  liTued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
2,895,0001.  out  of  the  monies  that  mall  arife  of  the 
furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund    2895000   o  O 

Note — March  9,  it  was  refolvcd,  That  all  perfons 
intereflcd  in,  or  intitled  unto,  any  bills  payable  in 
courfe  of  the  Navy  or  Vi6tualling  Offices,  which 
were  made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  September 
1 793,  who  (hall  on  or  before  the  i  ft  day  of  May  1 795, . 
cafry  the  fame,  (after  having  had  the  intereft  due 
thereupon  computed  and  marked  upon  the  faid  bills  at 
the  navy  or  vidtualHng  offices  refpcdtively,  to  the  loth 
day  of  march  1795)  to  the  Treafurer  of  His  Majefty's 
navT,  to  be  marked  or  certified  by  him,  or  his  pay- 
mauer  and  calhier,  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  ihall  be  entitled,  ia  refpe^  of 
the  fame,  to  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds  capital 
ilock,  for  every  one  hundred  pounds  contained  in  fuch 
•certificates,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
iefler  fum,  fuch  capital  ftock  to  be  attended  with  an- 
nuities, after  the  rate  of  5!.  per  centum  per  annum, 
to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January  1795, 
be  payable  half-yearly,  in  lieu  of  all  other  intereft^ 
the  fiud  annuities  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint 
ilock  with,  and  to  be  redeemable  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  like  manner,  as  the  annuities  efiablifhed  by  the 
ads  of  the  24tb,  25th,  and  34th  years  of  his  prefent 
Majedy  *s  reign,  for  granting  annuities  to  fatisfy  navy, 
^idtualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance  deben- 
tures; and  that  the  faid  annuities  fball  be  charged  upon, 
iad  payable  out  of,  the  confolidated  fund.  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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March  19. 

Refoked,  That  the  chaise  of  the  pay  and  clothing 
of  the  militia,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  for  one  year,  be^nning  the  25th  day  of 
March  1 795,  be  defrayed  out  ot  the  monies  arifmg  by 
the  land  tax,  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 795. 

Alfo  refolved,  that  th*^  allDwances  to  certain  fubali 
tern  ofBcers  of  the  militiji,  in  time  of  peace;  for  the 
year  1795,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  anfing  by 
the  land  tax  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1795. 

June  lO. 

RefoWed,  That  every  perfon,  who  has  contributed 
towards  the  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  granted  by  an 
a6t  of  this  feffion  of  Parliament  (hall  alfo  be  entitled, 
for  every  fum  of  tool,  contributed  and  paid,  to  a  far- 
ther  annuity  of  one  (hilling,  to  commence  from  the 
tcth  day  of  October  1 794,  and  to  continoe  for  the 
term  of  (ixty-6ve  years  ond  a  quarter,  and  then  to 
cea(e»  which  (liall  be  added  to,. and  made  one  joint 
flock  with,  the  annuity  of  eight  (hillings  and  (ik- 
pence,  granted  by  the  laid  a6t. 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means  ^.  29903^41  i  j  4 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means    £^    1405723   8  6} 


(A.)    Referred  to  in  page  656.   Feb.  24: 
That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Mai'efty,  theiumof 
eighteen  millions  be  raiibd  by  annuiiies,  in  manner  following  ;  thatM 
to  fay,  -  • 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  nnllloas  ihaU,  far 
every  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the|uincipal  Aim  of  xool. 
in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3U  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  $tli 
day  of  January,  179$,.  and  to  he  added  to,  and  made  one  |oint  AmI: 
ymh,  the  3I.  per  centum  aonulties,  confblidated  by  the  a£b  of  the  Kth, 
28th,  29th,  32d,  and  33d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Maiefly  Sjb{ 
George  the  Second,  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  a£b,  and  to  be  payAle 
and  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  at  the  fame  time,  aadiii  tjie 
fame  manner,  and  fubje(^  tp  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament  as 
faid  3U  per-centum  coufolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  traiiffenaUr 
there. 

That  every  contributor  jQiall  alfo  be  entitled  to  thefartherfiiiictpal  ^<ha 
of  33U  6s.  8d.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  centum,  to  oommetne 
from  the  loth  day  of  October,  1794,  and  to  be  added  to,  aad  mtfdeeoe 
joint  flock  with,  certain  annuities*  after  the  tate  of  4I.  per  centoniiwMi 
were  cotifblidated  by  the  a£^s  of  the  «oth,  iiQi^  azd,  ixdt  tt]4  $4Pk 
yearaof  the  reign  ot  his  prefent  Majefly^  and  to  be  ^^'^(j^^M^ 
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ftrrable  at  the  Bank  oF  England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  fubje^  to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  41,  pei; 
centum  confolidated.  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there. 

That  every  fuch  contributor  fliall  likewife  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of 
eujht  fb'ilUngs  and  fix  pence  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  loth  day 
orOdoher,  17949  and  to  continue  for  the  term  of  fixty-five  years  and  a 
quaneiy  and  then  to  ceafe,  over  and  above  the  principal  fums  of  looU 
after  th«  rate  of  3L  per  centum  per  annum,  and  33I.  6s.  8d.,  after  the 
rate  of  41,  per  centum  per  annum,  in  refpc^l  of  every  lOol.  to  be  con- 
tributed and  paid  towards  railing  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions,  which 
annuity  of  eigh^  fliillings  and  lixpence  per  centum,  fo  to  continue  for 
llztv-five  years  and  a  quarter,  (hall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ^ock 
wufi,  certaiii  annuities  payable  at  the  Bank  of  Enjgland,  which  were 
graiited  for  the  feveral  terms  of  ninety-nine,  ninety-eighr,  eighty,  feven* 
ty-etghc,  feven-feven  years,  feventy-five  vears  and  a  half,  iixty-nine 
years  and  a  Quarter,  and  fixty-fix  years  and  a  quarter,  and  were,  by  the 
of  the4tn,  aoth,  and  2 id  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  MajeiVy, 
and  by  (everal  fubfeauent  ajfls,  confolidated,  and  made  one  joint  fiock 
of  annuities,  and  iliaU  be  paid,  pa^ble,  and  transferrable,  at  the  fiune 
time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  faid  annuities,  fo  confolidated  by 
the  ads  of  the  4th,  aoth^  and  2 2d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma* 
je%,  are  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  faid  Bank  of  England. 

That  the  feveral  annuities,  after  th^  rate  of  3!.  per  centum,  4L  per 
centum,  and  8s.  6d.  per  centum,  (b  to  be  payable  as  aforeiaid,  fhall  be 
charged  and  chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  the  confolidated  fund. 

That  every  contributor  ihall,  on  or  before  the  27  th  day  of  this  inftant 
February,  make  a  depoilt  of  tol.  per  centum  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  (he 
"Biall  chufe  tofubfcribe  towards  railing  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  minions^ 
with  the  Chief  Calhicr  or  Ca(biera  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  Engknd,  as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  on  or  be« 
fore  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is  to  fay, 

lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  lyth-day  of  April  next. 

lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  June  next. 

lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  July  next. 

1 5I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  aSth  day  of  Auguil  next. 

1 5!.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Odober  next. 

I  $1.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  November  next. 

15L  per  centum  on  or  before  the  X5th  day  of  January,  1796. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid  Cafhier  or  Ca(hiert 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  (liall  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to  tiniie,  to 
fuch  fervices  as  (hall  then  have  been  voted  by  this  Hou(e,  in  this  (^ffion 
o€  Parliament ;  that  every  contributor,  who  ihall  pay  in  the  whole  6f 
his  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  miMioos, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  March,  1795,  ihall  be  allowed 
an  iutereil,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rale  of  51.  per  centum  per  an* 
num  on  the  fum  to  computing  his  or  her  contribution  refpedtively,  to 
be  computed  from  the  23  i  ('ay  of  January,  1795,  to  the  15th  day  of  Ja« 
nuary,  1796  :  and  that  every  contributir,  who  (ball  jmy  in  the  whok  of 
his  or  her  contribution  money,  us  aforefaid,  at  any  time  fubfequent  to 
the  20th  day  of  March,  17959  and  previous  to  the  27th  day  of  Novem* 
ber,  1795,  (1><>11  be  allowed  alike  interefl,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the 
rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per  annuna  on  the  fum  io  completing  his  or  her 
coutribiicio .  refpcctivciy,  10  be  computed  from  completing  the  Af^}^ 
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the  icth  day  of  January,  1796  :  That  every  contributor  towards  raifing 
the  iaid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  (hall,  in  proportion  to  every  leol.  (o 
contributed  and  paid,  be  at  liberty  to  contrioute  the  fum  of  thirty-three 
[)ounds  fix  (hillings  and  eijght  pence  to  any  loan,  not  exceeding  fix  mil- 
lions fterling,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  which  (Iiall  be  made  under 
the  guarantee  of  Parliament  for  the  payment  of  the  dividends  thereupon, 
by  virtue  of  any  26t  to  be  pafTcd  in  the  prefcnt  feflTion  of  Parliament : — 
That  in4  cafe  provifion  (hall  not  be  made  by  any  aft  to  be  pafP^d  in  the 
preient  feilioh  of  Parliament  for  fuch  guarantee  of  the  payment  of  the  di- 
vidends on  a  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  every  contributor  to 
thefaid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  (kali,  for  every  lool.  contributed  and 
paid,  be  entitled  to  a  farther  annuity  of  four  (hillings  per  centum,  to 
commence  from  the  lothdayof  Odtobcr,  1794,  and  fo  continue  tor  the 
term  of  fixty-five  years  and  a  quarter,  and  then  to  ceafe,  which  fltall  be 
added  to,  and  made  one  joint  (lock  with,  the  annuity  of  eight  ihiUings 
and  fix  pence,  herrin  before  mentioned. 

That  ill  cafe  proviiion  fliatl  be  made  by  any  aft  to  be  pafiled  in  the 
prefcnt  feiCon  01  Parliament  for  fuc^j  guarantee  tor  the  payment  of  the 
diviJcndson  the  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  to  an  amount  lefs 
than  fix  millions  fierling,  every  contributor  to  the  (aid  loan  of  eighteen 
millions  (hail  be  entitled  to  a  farther  annuity  on  every  lOol.  fo  contn- 
buted  to  the  faid  loan  of  eighteen  million?,  in  the  proportion  of  Cxpenct 
per  centum  for  every  feven  hundred  and  (\(tj  thoufand  pounds  (terling, 
by  which  fuch  loan  (hall  fall  (liort  of  the  i'aid  fum  of  fix  millions  (lerling, 
and  (hall  alfo  be  at  liberty  to  contribute  to  fuch  loan,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Emperor,  a  fum  which  (liall  bear  the  fame  proportion  to  every  one 
hundred  pounds  contributed  by  fuch  contributor  to  the  faid  loan  of 
eighteen  millions,  as  the  whole  amount  of  fuch  loan  for  the  (crvicc  of 
the  Emperor  (hall  bear  to  the  (iiid  fum  of  eighteen  millions. 


(B.)  referred  to  in  page  65  . 

That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  the  fum  of 
feven  hundred  and  fifty -eight  thoufand,  five  hundred  and  forty-one 
pounds,  thirteen  (hillings,  and  fourpence,  be  raifcd  by  way  of  Lottery, 
Inch  Lottery  toconiift  of  fifty-hve  thoufand  ti*:kets,  at  thirteen  pounds 
fifteen  (liillings  and  fen  pence  each  :  and  that  the  contributors  towards 
the  fame  (hall,  on  or  before  the  zyth  dsky  of  this  inilant  March,  make  a 
dapofitwith  the  Cafiiicrs  of  the  Bank  of  England  of  one  pound  five  (hil- 
lings and  ten  pence,  in  refpeft  of  the  monies  to  be  paid  for  every  fuch 
ticket,  as  afecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  to  the  faid  Caihiers 
on  or  before  the  times  herein  after  limited  ;.  that  is  to  fay, 

il.  10&.  on  or  before  the  2 id  day  of  May  next. 

2I.  on  or  before  the  3 1  ft  day  of  J  uly  next. 

2\,  on  or  before  the  i  ith  day  of  September  next. 

2L  on  or  before  the.  30th  day  of  October  next. 

2I.  on  or  before  the  4th  day  of  December  next. 

3L  on  or  before  the  2  ad  day  of  January,  1796* 
And  that  tickets,  as  foon  as  the  fahie  can  be  prepared,  flurlljbe  deliverrd 
to  the  contributors  fo  completing  their  payments.  r^^^^T^ 
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That  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ihall  be  diftributed  ixvto 
prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid 
X^ottery^  which  prizes  fball  be  charged  upon  the^d|i|nd  fupplies grant** 
e<3  in  this  feiiion  of  Parliament  for  the  (brvice  of  the  year  tj^;^  and  be 
paid  at  the  Bank  of  England  in  money  to  fuch  proprietors,  upon  demand, 
on  ar  at  any  ^ime  after  the  i  ft  day  of  July,  1796988  foon  as  certificatea 
<r:m  be  made  out,  without  any  dodu^on  whatloeTer ;  and  that  ^11  the^ 
monies  to  be  received  by  the  laid  Cafhiers  {hall  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  H  »  MajcftyS  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to  time  to  fuch 
fcrvK  ts  as  fliall  then  have  been  voted  by  this  Houfein  this  ieffido  of  Par- 
liament.   That  every  contributor,  who  (hall  pay  in  the  whole  of  h^s  or 
lier  contribution  money  towards  ttefaid  fum  of  fereir  hundred  and  fifty* 
eight  tboul'and,  five  hundred  and  forty -one  pounds^  thirteen  (hillings 
and  four  pence,  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  4th  day  of  December,  tjg^^ 
fliall  be  alloived  an  intcreft,  by  way  ofdtfcount,  after  the  rate  of  ^1.  per 
centum  per  ^nnum  on  the  fum  fo  completing  his  or  her  contribution  re- 
fpedtively,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing  the  liiUBe  10  the 
zzd  day  of  January,  1 796, 


An  ACCOUNT  of  EXTRAORDINARY  EXPENCES  of  tKe 
ARMY,  incurred  and  paid  by  the  Ri^t  Honourable  the  P^yr 
fttafter  General  of  His  Majefty's  Forces,  from  the  a  5  th  of  De- 
cember 1793  to  the  24th  of  December  I794>  bodi  indufive ; 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

Dates  of 
Warrants. 


I794-  ' 

March  7th.   To  Thomas  Everett,  Merchant,  on  ' 

Account  for  victualling  the  Gar-     £,     s,  d.* 
rifon  of  Gibraltar,  from  the  29th 
of  July,  to  the  25  th  of  Aug.  1793     '  396a  lO  O 
lotb.    To  Do/on  Account  for  vi&ualling 
Dd.  Garrifon,  from  81  h  April  to 
5ih  May  1793,  and  from  3d  June 

to  the  aSth  July  1793  ^    81  ij    Z  I 

To  Do.  on  Account  for  vidtualling 
Do.  Garrifon,  from  a6th  Auguft, 
to  i2th06lober  1793  4.338  11  11 

Januajy  15th.  To  A.  Davifbn,  Efq. ;  for  Provilions 
pu rchafed  for  the  troops  in  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia         ■  6006  13  o 

May  lath.   To  Do.  for  Do.  Service         _     9006  it  o 

June  4th.   T0  Do.  for  Do.  Service   *     1093  16  -8 

Sbpt.  20th.  To  ditto,  in  part  payment  for  a  quan- 
tity of  provinons  delivered  into 
Horcs  in  Upper  and  Loirer  Ca- 
nada ■  —     6006  13  • 
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To  bills  of  Exchange,  drawn  by  tKe      £,    #,  I 
Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governor  of 
the  Bahama  iflands,  for  public  fer-  . 

rices    _    43878  o  4 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  the  Earl  of  Moira, 

for  ditto  fervices  ■       360   5  e 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  J.  H.  Craig, 
Commandant  at  Guerafey,  for 
ditto  fervices  —  710  0  0 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Jai^es  Bruce, 
lieutenant  Governor  of  Dominica, 
for  ditto  fervices         ■  —     2750  0  0 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Edmund  Fanning, 
LieutenantGovernorofSt,  John's, 

for  dit^o  fervices    305  12  10 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  P.  F.  Thornc, 
Commandant  of  St.  Peter's,  for 
ditto  fervices  ■  828  18  • 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  John  Sunley, 
Prefidcnt  of  the  Council  at  Anti-  \ 

gua,  for  ditto  fervices    ibOi   4  0 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Alex.  Brymcr, 
Deputy  Pay  matter  at  Nova  Scotia, 

for  ditto  fervices    8063  1$  J 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  John  Robinfon, 
Deputy  Paj^mafter  at  New  Brunf- 

wick,  for  cHtto  fervices    9064  li  6 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  William  Anffaru- 
ther.  Commandant  at  Gucrnfey, 
'  for  ditto  fervices      —         —     1275  4  "  * 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  Niniam  Home, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Grenada, 
for  public  fervices             —     1786  10  1 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  Alured  Clarke, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Quebec, 
fi>r  ditto  fervices         ■  1796  J  } 
To  ditto,  d^wn  by  John  Small, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Gucrn- 
fey, for  ditto  fervices  5420  0  • 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  G.  P.  Ricketts, 
Governor  of  Barbadoes,  for  ditto 
fervices  ~  ^.ig  4  t. 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  W.  Bifhop, 
Commandant  at  ditto,  for  ditto  fer- 
vices                                —      2,6  6  rr 

To  ditto,  di:awn  by  John  Jaffary. 
CommiiTary  General  im  the  Weft 
Indies,  for  ditto  fervices        —     2100  {  ^ 
To  ditto,  drawn  b/ Philip  Fall,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  /crfcy,  for 

ditto  fervices   .          2324  0  t 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Brook  Watfon, 
Efq.  Commiflar^  General  on  the 
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To  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  s. 

late  Commillioncrs  for  managing 

civil  affairs  at  Toulon,  forpuLlic 

ferviccs        .  —  139611    o   o  ' 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  John  Erfldnc, 

Coramiflary  General  of  ditto,  for 

ditto  fer  vices       —  ^  ^12^x^70 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Mr.  Drake,  late 

Minifter  at  Genoa,  for  ditto  fer- 
viccs   .         —      9,58    o  II 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Alex.  Davifon, 

Commiflary  to  the  forces  under  the 

command  of  the  Earl  of  Moira, 

for  ditto  fervices   : —  143678   6  z 

X9$62io   7  9 


To  cafli  paid  by  Mr.  Winflow,  AS- 
ing  Deputy  Paymaller  in  Canada 
towards  the  expences  of  the  civil 
department  of  that  province,  for 
.  fix  months,  to  34th  December 
1793     «088  10  IX 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  towards  ditto, 

for  fix  months,  to  24th  June  1704    13073    i  6 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for  the  Ex- 
traordinary expences  of  the  army 
in  Canada,  for  one  quarter,  to 
24th  December  1793       ■  76  C7   6  '3 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for  ditto,  to 

24th  March  1794  —    xa„0    <  t 

To  cafh  paid  by  Mr.  \Vinflow,  AS- 
ing  Deputy  Paymafter  in  Canada, 
for  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
the  army  in  that  province,  for  one  - 
quarter,  to  24th  June  1794  4987    g  xo 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for  ditto,  to 

24th  September  1794  — •  .21.557   2  4 

65683  15  I 

To  ditto,  paid  by  Mr.  Brymer,  AA- 
ing  Deputy  Paymafter  in  Nova 
Scotia,  for  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences of  the  army  in  that  pro- 
vince, for  one  quarter,  to  24th 
December  1793  .  •  ^^g^  iq  ^ 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for  ditto,  to 

24th  March  1794   .     167618  4 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for  ditto,  to 

24th  June  1794   ^      SS3  ,3  „ 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for  ditto,  to 
24th  September  1794  _     1633    7  10 

Vo&«XLL  4  0^  rs-^m 
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To  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  ^ .     <.  I 
ASing  Deputies  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, on  account  of  the  extraordi- 
nary expenccs  of  the  army  there, 

in  the  year  1794              >^  189000  o  0 


Dates  of 
Warrants* 


?794-  ^ 
ly  1 2th, 


To  Baron  de  Alvenflebcn,  to  reim- 
burfe  fo  much  expended  on  ac- 
count of  the  field  clkblilhmcnt  pf 
the  Duke  of  York,  to  the  3  ift  Oc- 
tober 179a  ■ 
January  8th.   To  A.  Davifon,  Efq.  for  the  pur- 
chafe,  &c.  of  flanz^Khirts,  drawers, 
and  focks  for  the  forces  abroad 
February  1 5tb.   To  ditto,'  for  the  purchafc  of  fundry 
flpres  fliippcd  on  board  the  Britilh 
Qijeen  and  Bourdeaux  Packet,  &c. 
April  30lh.    To  ditto,  for  the  purchafc  of  cloath- 
ing  (hipped  pn  board  the  George 
and  Mary  Ann,  for  particular  fer- 

Tices   — 

May  20th.   To  ditto,  for  fliingles,  fent  to  Bar- 

badoes    . 

To  ditto,  for  (hoes  and  mufquet ffints, 
fent  to  Southampton  — 
To  ditto,  for  .(hingles,  fent  to  Bar- 
badoes  ■  ^ 

To  ditto,  for  cxpences  incurred  in  the 
purchafe  of  blankets  for  the  |ife  of 
the  forces  fenring  abroad        —     4184  8  9 
Auguft  nth.   To  A.  Davifon,  Efq.  for  the  keep, 

&c.  of  40  horfes,  intended  for  * 
public  fervice  in  Barbadoes,  in 
confe<}uence  of  an  embargo  in 
America  ...^         ^  '      8j  r9  4 

26th.   To  ditto,  for  (hingles,  fcantlings, 

and  horfes,  fent  to  Barbadoes         2226  11  10 


June  14th. 
23d. 


14022  0  0 

M334  19  9 
12340  18  5 

797*  S  5 
806  8  n 

167  ij  7 

289  8  10 


42508  16 


February  26th.   To  Ja.  Poole,  Waggon  Mafler  Ge- 
neral to  the  army  on  the  Conti- 
nent, to  carry  on  this  fervice 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  (ervice 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  — 
To  ditto,  for  cloathing,  forge  carts, 
tools,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  bis  de- 
partment     

To  ditto,  for  the  balance  of  his  ac- 
count      m  ■  — 


March  17th. 
■  April  5th. 
29th. 


May  19th. 


500 
500 
500 


33P 
370 
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6  0 
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1792. 

Aui[uJft3ift.   To  Captain  John  Barnes,  for  the 


balance  of  his  account,  as  Deputy 
Qiiartcr  Mailer  General  in  Canada 
between  25th  December  178;,  and 
24th  December  1 786  — 


June  1  ith.    To  the  rcprefentativcs  of  Colonel  O. 


Johnfon,  for  two  articles  furcharg- 
ed  in  his  account  as  late  fuperin- 
tendant  of  Indian  affairs  in  Ame- 
rica — — __  — 


Kovember  4th.   To  Colonel  Geo.  Forfter,  for  the 


balance  of  his  account,  as  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  forces  at 
Ofwagatchi,  and  on  an  expedition 
to  the  Cedres,  in  the  year  1776 

0  R.  VValpole,  Minifter  at  Lifbon, 
to  reimburfe  fo  much  expended 
by  him  in  the  purchafe  of  ftraw 
and  barley,  for  the  ufe  of  part  of 
the  1 2  th  regiment  of  dragoons, 
who  put  into  that  port  in  diflrefs 


20th.  .To  MelTrs.  R.  aid  J.  Miles,  and 
others,  for  certain  articles  of  cloath- 
ing  for  French  prifoners  to  Britilh 

forces  in  Flanders   

To  Colonel  William  Spry,  for  the 
balance  of  his  account  as  Coiti- 
xhanding  Engineer  in  North  Ame- 
/  rica,  from  15th  September  1774, 

to  51ft  December  1782       ■  '  * 
March  5th.   To  Major  John  Cambel,  for  the 


balance  of  his  account,  as  late 
Commanding  Engineer  in  I^orth 
America,  between  20th  April, 
1779,  and  31ft  Auguft,  1794 
To  Sir  William  Medows,  for  ditto 
of  his  account  of  money  received 
and  expended  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  under  his  command  on  a 
fecret  expedition  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, between  17th  January,  1781, 


*6'th.  To  M.  G.  Dundas,  for  his  trarelling 
expcnces  in  going  to  Toulon ,  as 
one  of  the  Commillioners  of  that 

p^ace   —  — 

sStb.    To  Sir  R.  Boyd,  Ki  B.  for  extra  con- ' 
tin  gem  expeic  iof  the  regiments 


10   j  II 

28   8  4 

28  17  o 

a6  II 

2964   2  8 

»374  4  « 

846  2  4 

24  7  6 

131    5  o 


0 
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1794. 
MarcK3iit 


April  4th, 


at  Gibraltar,  from  25th  June  to 
24th  December,  1793  — 
To  W.  Smith,  Efq.  Trcafurer  of  the 
Ordnance,  for  fund ry  entrenching 
tools,  delivered  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  on  the  Continent 
To  William  Devaynes,  Efq.  for  the 
balance  of  his  account,  as  con* 
tra£^or  for  vidualling 


96   7  4 


—      272   3  I 


in  Norch  America,  in 
1782 


jth. 


29th. 


May  I  ft, 


To  John  Nugent,*  Efq.  for  the  ba- 
lance of  his  account,  as  Lrieute- 
nant  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Leeward  and  Ca- 
ribbee  lilands,  between  i6th  June^ 
1781,  and  ifl:  December,  1789 
To  Enfign  Charles  Smith,  of  the 
14th  regiment  of  foot,  bein^  Hi^ 
IVIajefty's  bouncy,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  lofs  of  his  leg  on  fervice 
in  Flanders  ■  — 
To  Captain  H.  Smith,  for  fubfiftcncc 
and  other  cxpcnces  of  an  indepen- 
dent company  raifcd  at  Toulon 
To  Jof.  Dornford,  Efq.  Commi(&ry 
of  Accounts  of  the  forces  on  the 
expedition  under  the  Earlof  Moira, 
on  account  of  the  contingencies  of 
his  office  —  — 

To  Thomas  Hiflop,  Efq.  Deputy  Ad 
jutant  General  to  the  forces  in 
Coriica,  for  ex  pence  s  incurred  by 
him  in  bringing  difpatches  from 
thence  to  England  — 
To  H.  Mlnchln,  Efq.  for  his  con- 
tingent expcnces  incurred  to  en- 
able him  to  undertake  and  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
Deputy  Paymafter  of  the  troops  at 
Toulon,  to  which  he  had  been 


year 

—        i«  19  4 


46    4  • 

66  18  4 

.IQOO    O  O 

—      400   O  0 
Ld- 
in 
by 
>m 

  139  II  o 


X4th. 


19th. 


appointed 
To  Captain  R.  Duer,  late  Lieutenant 
in  the  14th  regiment  of  foot,  for 
the  expence  attending  the  cure  of 
his  wound  received  at  the  ficge  of 
Valenciennes 
To  William  Smith,  Efq.  Trcafurer 
of  the  Ordnan<!e,  for  fundry  en- 
trenching tools,  delivered  for  the 
ufe  of  the  tropps  on  the  Continent 

3 
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'Warrants* 

1794.  J. 
ilizy  19th.  To  J.  D.  Mitchell,  Affiftant  Com- 
miifary  of  the  forces  at  Toulon, 
for  the  travelling  and  other  ez* 
pences  incurred  in  confequence  of 
being  ordered  to  join  the  (aid  forces        20   o  o 

28th.  To  Captain  H.  Smith,  for  fubfiftence 
and  other  expences  attending  an 
independent  company  raifed  at 
Toulon  —  —      zoo   O  o 

29th.  To  Robert  Hunter,  Efq,  Attorney 
to  the  executrix  of  Richard  Mur- 
ray ^  for  the  bala nee  of  his  account, 
as  Commiifary  of  Prifoners  at  Que- 
bec, from  25th  of  June,  1778,  to 
the  24th  December,  1782^  —  X05  12  o 
June  id.  To  Major  F.  Mafon,  for  bringing 
difpatches  of  the  furrcndcr  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia  —       500   o  O 

To  Captain  T.  Grey,  for  bringing 
ditto  of  the  furrenaer  of  the  ifland 
of  Guadaloupe  —  —  500  o  o 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  G.  Grey, 
for  bringing  difpatches  of  the  fur- 
render  of  the  ifland  of  Martinico  joo  o  O 
To  Major  John  Murray,  for  bring- 
ing ditto  of  the  defeat  of  the  French 
near  Cateau,  by  the  forces  under 
thcDukiof  York      —        —      500   o  o 

loth.  To  V.  P.  Malouet,  for  his  expences 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, from  I  ft  March  to  4th 
April,  1794      44   •  o 

13th.  To  Sit  G.  Elliot,  Bart,  in  lieu  of 
plate,  on  his  appointment  as  one 
of  the  Com  miffioners  at  Toulon        2600   9  7 

18th.  To  Captain  Henry  Smith,  for  flop 
cloathing  and  neccfl^dries  for  his  2d 
independent  company  of  Chaf- 
feurs  raifed  at  Tonlon  —       ao6  17  o 

July  2d,  To  C.  Mafon,  £fq.  Commiflary  of 
accounts  of  the  army  on  the  Conti- 
nent, for  the  contingencies  of  his 
office         —  —      500   •  o 

4th.  To  M.  G.  Ainflie,  for  fundry  ex- 
pences incurred  at  the  Hague,  and 
for  travelling  expences  to  and 
from  Dort,  &c.      —  — •      204   4  o 

2  jth.  To  Major  Coote  Manningham,  for 
his  expences  on  his  paffage  and 
journey  from  Guadaloupe  to  Lon- 
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1794. 
.  July  28th. 
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don,  with  difpatehes  from  Sir  /• 
Charles  Grey        —  —       ii«    3  o 

To  the  reprefiMnaiires  of  Val.  Mbrrisi  . 
fifq.  late  Gorernor  of  St;  Vin-  ^ 
cent's,  in  part  of  thfe'balance  of  his 
account 


a8th. 

S^tember  ad, 
Qiilobcr  7th. 

z6tb. 


To  Captain  E.  Nagle,  of  thc  flSp 
A6Hvc,  for  theff eight  of  30«^oool. 
in  filvcr,  frora  Woolwich  to  Ham- 
burgh -  ■  -  — 
To  John  Turner,  Efq.  for  fundry 
articles  for  prefents  to  the  Indians 
in  Canada  —  

To  C.  Mafon,  Efq^  Commiflarv  of 
Accounts  of  the  Army  on  the  Coh- 
timeat,  for  the  contingencies  of  his 
office  —  ^ 

To  Captain  J.  Mariley,  of  the  {hip 
Syren,  for  the  froight  of 
3Co,cooU  in  fiWerj  from  Long 
Reach  to  Hamburgh  -fc- 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Whitelocke, 
for  bringing  difpatches  of  the  cap- 
tions of  Port  au  rrince,  in  St,  Do- 
mingo '  — «  — 

To  John  Tiirncr,  Efq.  forcloathing 
for  the  ufc  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Provincial  regiments   

To  Sir  John  Vaughan,  to  provide 
himfelt  with  an  equipage  as  Ge- 
neral and  Commander  in  Chief  in 
the  Weft  Indies   '    ■  —  


—     5000  %  o 


375  o  o 

5291  9  4 

—      500  o  o 

Z  ' 

^      375  o  • 

500  o  o 

971  6  2 


To  John  Turner,  Efq.  for  Indian 
prefents,  iron  ware,  cloathing  for 
two  companiec  of  Royal  waggon- 
ers ion  the  Continent,  and  blankets 
for  the  corps  of  emigrants  — 
Notembcr  Jth,  To  Lieutenant  G,  Rainsford,  lor 
,  the  exira  contingent  c::p?nc?s  of 
the  rc<j'.ments  at  Gibi*altar,  from 
25th  December,  1793,  to  24th 
June,  1794 

December  9th.  To-  J.  Dornford,  Efq.  Commiflary 
of  Accounts  of  the  Forces  under 
the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Moira^ 
for  the  contingencies  of  his  office 
12th,  To  Colonel  William  Fullarton,  in  re- 
payment of  the  fums  difburfed  by 
him  in  the  year  1780,  in  railing  a 
corps  of  1200  men,  and  other  fcr- 
viccs  relative  to  a  fecret  expedition 


1000   •  • 


SCO    o  • 


15750  »7  3 
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Dates  of 
Warrants. 

1794* 
February  20th. 


May  23d. 
July  2 2d. 
September  ift. 


19th. 
Oilobcr  17th. 


November  14th, 
September  29th. 


0£lobcr  i4tb. 
November  17th. 


January  ijtb. 


To  W.Adams  and  Jamca  Hodge,  on 
account  for  fupplying  bread,  fo- 
rage, wood,  and  flraw,  to  the 
forces  encamped  in  the  fummer 

1793    —     ^768    7  5 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fcrvice,  1 794  —  20000  o  • 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  —    2500^  o  O 

To  ditto,  for  flores  defined  for  the 
army  under  the  command  of  the 
Earl  of  Moira,  at  Net  ley       —     7006  15  O 
To  ditto,  for  fupplying  bread,  wood, 
forage,  and  ftraw  to  t\\t  forces  en- 
camped in  the  fummer  1794  — ^  35iOOO   o  o 
To  ^\ ,  Adams  and  James  Hodge' 
'.on  account,  for  fupplying  bread, 
forage,  wood  and  draw  to  the  for- 
ces encamped  in  the  fummer  1794    2*oo6  13  o 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice        —    20004  ^ 
To  MelTrs.  J.  and  H.  Cutler,  for 
fupplying  bread,  wood,  llraw, 
and  forage  to  the  troops  in  camp 

at  Netley    —     6ooo   o  o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  2000   o  o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice    10000   o  o 


March  28th. 


April  z6th. 


153786   4  5 


To  M.  G.  Leland,  for  200  days  fo- 
rage, as  a  Major  General,  with 
one  Aide  de  Camp   

To  fundry  General  and  Staff  Officers, 
in  coniideration  of  their  not  having 
drawn  forage  from  the  magazines 
during  the  campaign,  from  ift  July 
to  7th  November  1793  — 

To  Sir  G.  Olborne,  for  baggage 
and  forage  money  for  40ih  regi- 
ment of  foot,  having  orders  to  em- 
bark for  fervice  

To  L.  G,  Dalrymple,  for  an  allow- 
ance to  the  officers  of  the  47th  re- 
giment of  foot,  in  confideratiin  of 
their  being  encnmped  in  the  Baha- 
ma iflands  in  the  years  x  790  and 

To  L.  G.  Pi<f^on,  for  baggage  ar*1 
forage  money  jor  the  12th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  ordered  on  foreign 
fervice     

To  ditto,  for  b.it  and  blanket  horfcs 
for  ditto  regiment  — ^ 


133   o  o 


7$9  10  6 


453  15  • 


—      542  10  o 


543  »i  o 


110 
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1794.  ^  ^• 

April  30th.    To  M,  G.  Trlggc,  for  200  days  fo- 
rage as  a  Major  General,  with 
one  Aide  de  Camp      —        —       '33    ^  ° 
May  9th.   To  M .  G.  Garth,  for  extra  erpenccs 
of  forage,  as  a  Major  General  in 
the  year  1793  — — — .        37  12  o 
May  13d.    To  the  Colonels  of  two  rcgin\pnts  of 
fencible  men,  for  baggage  horfes 
for  their  refpe£live  corps,  being 
ordered  to  take  the  field        —       793  16  o 
To  ditto,  for  baggage  and  forage 

money  for  ditto    907  10  9 

June  6th.^  To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  regiments 
of  foot,,  for  ditto  for  their  refpec- 
tive  corps,  being  ordered  oH  fo- 
reign fervice  —  —     2693  *S  ® 

To  ditto,  for  bit  horfes    2929  le  • 

To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  corps  for 
additional  bAt  horfes  for  the  com- 
panies ferving  in  Flanders,  to  carry 
the  camp  kettles  ■  1360  16  O 

20th.   To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  corps  of 
•  militia,'forbaggage  horfcsfor  their 
refpei^vc  corps,  being  ordered  to 
take  the  field      —  —    »7747    *  • 

To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  ditto,  for 
/  an  allowance  for  their  refpe(5^ve 

corps,  having  been  ordered  to 
take  the  field,  being  the  fecond 
year  of  their  encampment  —  8496  14  e 
*  July  4th.  To  the  General  and  Staff  Officers, 
and  officers  of  hofpitals,  for  forage 
money,  on  taking  the  field  in  the 

^     ^  year  r  794  —         /   57^4  > 5  • 

30th.  To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  regiments 
of  foot,  for  bit  horfes  for  their  rc- 
fpedtive  corps  —  —  1757  14  0 
To  the  Colonels  of  fundrj'  regiments 
for  additional  bat  horfes  to  carry 
the  camp  kettles  of  their  refped- 
ive  corps  ferving  on  the  Continent  1247  8  0 
For  baggage  horfes  for.  the  detach*- 
ments  of  fundry  regiments  of 
dragoon  guards  and  dragoons  302   8  9 

For  bat  horfes  for  ditto  detachments       9*7   4  • 
Augufi  6th«    To  Sir  G.  Osborne,  for  forage  mo- 
ney for  the  aAlitional  companies 
to  the  40th  regiment  of  foot  90   0  0 

Auguft  13th.  For  additional  b^t  horfes,  to  carry 
the  blankets  of  the  foot  guards 
ierviiig  on  the  continent         —       ^4  16  • 
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Auguft  13th.   For  bat  horfcs  for  the  coropamcs  of 
foot  guards,  lately  ordered  on  fo- 
reign fervibe         —  _ 
For  baggage  and  forage  money  for 
ditto  companies  .  _ 

To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  corps  fcrF- 
ing  on  the  continent,  tor  additional 
.  bAt  horfes  for  the  conveyance  oft  be 
tents  and  blankets  of  the  troops  and 
cocnpanics  of  their  refpei^Te  regi- 
ments ■  _ 
Tp  L.  G.  Sloper,  for  hht  horfes  for 
the  14th  regiment  of  light  dra- 
goons         t  _ 


Oaobcr  15th, 


JaniNiiy  x^th^ 
February  14th. 


March  28th; 

June  6th. 
Augufl  iith* 

13th. 

OOober  Htb. 

Vol.  XLI. 


To  MefTrs.  J.  and  S.  Trotter,  for 
providing  hammock  bedding  for 
the  ufe  of  the  forces   

To  ditto,  for  hofpiul  bedding,  tents, 
and  ilores  for  the  army  under 
Lord  Moira         _  ^ 

To  ditto,  for  ditto*  for  the  forces 

under  Sir  Charles  Grey  - 

To  ditto,  for.ditto»  for  the  forces  on 
the  continent         _  ^ 

To  ditto,  for  bofpital  ilores^  for  ditto 
forces  -  ^ 

To  ditto,  for  ditto^  for  the  forces  in 
Great  Britam 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  the  foices  io 
Jamaica    . 

To  ditto,  for  hofpital  bedding,  &c. 
for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  — 

To  ditto,  for  camp  neceflaries  for  the 
ufe  of  .the  forces  — 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fenrice 

To  ditto,  for  camp  neceflaries  feot  to 
Gftend  for  the  ufe  of  the  ibices  on 
the  continent  —  ~ 

To  ditto,  for  camp  necelTaries,  hof- 
pital bedding,  Itc.  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  — 

To  ditto,  for  camp  oeceflarits  for 
the  Uie  of  foreign  corps  00  the  con- 
tinent * 


671 

£.  s.  i. 
126  16  o 

180    6  O 


S47Q  o  o 

"3   8  o 


$4546  14  6 


3S7S   «  4 

4873   7  o 

2440  16  o 
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1407  8  3 

94  o  21 

148  5  J 
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3689  13  6 

42672  19  o 
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Augufi  7th. 


£.     u  J. 

To  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  for  pro- 
viding camp  neceflaries  for  the 
Stafford  milicia,  for  the  year  1793       138  14  4 
To  General  Hodj^fon,  for  providing 
ditto  for  the  1 1  th  regiment  of  dra- 

goonsy  for  ditto  year    ^38  12  10 

To  Lord  Dorchcftcr,  for  providing 
dittto,  for  15th  ditto,  for  ditto 
year  — —    637  i6  10 

To  Field  Marftial  Conway,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  the  Ro]^al  regiment 
of  horfc  guards,  for  ditto  yw  630  19  8 

To  Lord  Grey,  for  providing  for 
ditto  for  the  Chefliire  militia,  for 

ditto  year  '  —      ^3^  '4  4 

ToL.  G.Orafit,  for  providing  ditto  . 
fo^  the  }  ith  regiment  of  foot,  for 
ditto  year      —  —      ^^54  ^4  4 

To  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  the  Suffez  milida, 

for  ditto  year    —      3»8  13  jo 

To  the  reprefentativea  of  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  forproviding  dhto  for 
the  I  ft  regiment  of  dragoons,  for 
ditto  year  —  — r?  619  9  2 
To  General  Tohnflon,  for  providing 
/dittto  for  the  6th  regiment  of  ditto, 
for  ditto  year  ■ '  622  16  6 

ftttie  6th.  To  Field  Madhal  Sir  G.  Howard, 
for  providing  ditto  for  the  ifi  regi- 
ment of  dragoon  guards,  for  ditto 

year    ~      847   S  4 

To  Sir  W.  Fawcett,  K.  B.  for  pro- 
TicUng  ditto  for  3d  regiment  of  dit« 
to,  for  ditto  year  — —  618  5  !• 
ToG.  Jobnfton,  for  providing  ditto 
for  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  for 
ditto  year  —  ^      —      635  17  6 

To  L.  6.  Harcourt,  for  providing 
ditto  for  the  16th  regiment  of  ditto, 
for  ditto  year      —  —      640   3  6 

To  Major  Lewis,  for  providing  dit^o 
'  for  the  Cardigan  militia,  for  ditto 

year    —        62   6  1 

Jupe  i8th.  To  Major  Beavan,  for  providing  dit- 
to for  (he  Radnor  ditto,  for  ditto 
year      «    ^  ...  —       62  11  » 


D6cemfaei'27th* 


1794- 
January  8th, 


Fehruaiy  26th. 
March  X2th. 
May  3Qth« 


7087   I  4 
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I793' 
3>ecember  i8th. 


January  8th, 


15th* 

24th* 
Pcbruary  7th. 
iJth. 


DEBATES. 


To  Sir  James  Murray,  Bart.  foriSi 
days  pay,  for  having  a£ted  as  Se- 
cretary to  the  Duke  of  York,  lo 
2idAugufti7Qi  ■ 

T9  SirW.  Fawcctt,  K.  B.  for  183 
days  additional  pay,  as  Adjutant 
General,  to  24ch  December  1793 

To  R.  Harbomc,  Efq.  Deputy  Com- 
miiTary  of  Muters,  for  his  extra 
trouble  and  expence,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  unufual  number  of 
troops  Rationed  in  thediflri^which- 
he  has  been  appointed  to  niuiler 
in  the  year  1793  — 

To  Thomas  Keate,  Efq.  for  69  days 
pay,  as  Infpedor  of  regimental 
hofpitals,  to  2^th  December  1793 

To  L.  G.  MornfoD,  for  183  days 
additional  pay,  as  Quarter  Mailer 
General,  to  ditto 

To  ditto,  for  365  days  pay  of  his  two 
ailiftants,  as  ditto,  to  ditto  — 

To  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late 
John  Hunter,  Efq.  for  296  days 
pay,  as  InQ^e^tor  ueneral  of  hof- 
pifals,  to  i6th  06lober  1793 

To  John  Gunning,  Efq.  for  69days 
pay,  as  Surgeon  General  to  me 
forces,  to  24th  December  1793 

To  L.  G;.Townfcnd,  Infjjedkor  Ge- 
neral of  rccruting,  for  fix  months 
pay,  &c.  of  Stan  Officers  at  Dun<* 
cannon  fort,  to  ditto  ■ 

To  ditto,  for  his  pay  as  ditto,  for 
fix  months,  to  ditto        .    ■  ■  ■ 

To  Sir  James  Murray,  for  x  19  days 
pay,  for  having  aaed  as  Secretary 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  to  19th  De- 
cember 1793  — 
.  Tq  Lieutenant  R.  Weeks,  for  pay 
and  forage,  as  Major  of  Brigade, 
from  ad  July  to  5th  December 
1793  —  — - 

To  fundry  perfons,  for  half  pay  to 
Tftrious  periods,  for  their  tervicei. 
on  the  rivers  and  lakes  in  Caaida 

To  Herbert  Taylor,  Efo.  for  30c 
davs  par,  for  having  aoed  as  Af- 
fiitanc  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of 
Torki  to  ^ceiiiberi793 
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i^uxh  I 


ft. 


7tb. 


To  Daniel  Frazer,  late  Captain  in 
the  Queen's  American  Rangers, 
for  one  year's  allowance,  to  31  ft 
December  i793f  for  his  long  fer- 
"viccs  prior  to  the  lace  war       —        40   o  o 
To  Adam  Murray,  for  133  days  pay, 
as  Surgeon  to  the  Garrifon  of  To- 
bago, to  24th  December  1793  61  19  »o 
To  M.  G.  Carlcton,  for  half  a  year's 
lowance,  to       December  17939 
as  Governor  of  'the  Province  of 
New  Brunfwick            ■               250  o  o 


To  Alexander  Wiihart,  for  1&4  days 
half  pay,  for  his  fervices  a»  late 
Second  Lieutenant  on  the  rivers 
and  lakes  in  Canada,  to  25th  De- 
cember 1793  _  — 
To  Brook  Watfon,  £fq.  for  182  days 
pay,  as  Superintendant  and  Di- 
rector of  forage,  provifions,  ncccf- 
faries,  and  extraordinaries  of  the 
army  on  the  continent,  to  ift 
Marchvi794  .  —  — 
April  S4th«  To  Major  Samuel  Moore,  for  half  a 
year's  allowance,  to  24th  March 
1 794,  for  his  long  fervices,  parti- 
cularly during  the  (lege  of  Gi- 
braltar   


— 


—      728  o  • 


—       75  «^ 


i6th.  To  fundry  General  Officers,  for  their 
trouble  and  expences  in  review? 
ing  the  land  furccs,  for  31  days, 
to  24<h  January  1793  *— 
May  iith.  To  J.  P.  Michell,  for  i^i  days  pay, 
as  Clerk  to  John  Erikine,  fefq, 
CommifTary  General  at  Toulon, 
to  31(1  March  1794   

To  James  Lawric,  for  half  a  year's 
allowance,  to  2 1  ft  December  1 793, 
fcr  his  fervices,  as  late  Superin- 
tendant, &c.  on  the  Molquito 
Shore  —   

To  G.  Townfcnd,  for  365  days  pay, 
as  Aflidant  Commifiarv  of  the  ar- 
my in  Anicri(  a,  to  31  ft  December 

1703    —       181  10  0 

23d.  For  ibc  pay  ot  rlc  General  and  Staff 
Officers  Icrving  vrith  the  forces  un- 
der the  comnron/^  ot  rhe  Earl  of 
Moir:i,  to  24th  Df  CfiviVtM-,  1-93       132J    3  I 

June  I3th#   ToS.v  R.  tlphin!l.»f  f ,  K.  B.  fcr  131 
day  a  allowance,  as  Governor  of 

3 
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,'794*     ^Toulon,  to 31ft  December,  1793       391   o  o 
July  ad.   To  fundry  perfons,  for  half  pay, 
from  25th  June  to  25th  Decem- 
ber, 1793,       ^b^*""  fcnricc*  on 
the  rWers  and  lakes  ra  Caoada  —        87   S  o 
To  fundry  perfons,  for  their  pay  as 
Affiftant  Commiilaries  to  the  array  ' 
tinder  the  Duke  of  York,  to  x^\)x 

V  December,  1793    74^   o  o 

4th.  To  Sir  William  Fawcctt,  K.B-  for 
182  days  additional  pay,  as  Adju- 
tant General,  to  24th  June,  1794  68912  I 
To  L.  G.  Morrifou,  for  182  days 
additional  ditto,  as  Quarter  Mailer 
General  to  ditto  .       68912  i 

To  thereprefentativesof  Lient.  Gen. 
Townfcnd,  for  his  pay  for  fuper- 
intending  the  recruiting  fervice, 
from  25th  December,  1793, 

^     17th  May,  1794    204  12  O 

To  ditto,  for  the  pay,  &c.  of  Staff 
Officers  at  Duncannon  Fort,  for 
fix  months,  to  24th  June,  1794        443  lo  3 
22d.    To  James  Lawric,  Efq.  for  haU"  a  . 
year's  allowance*  to  arfl  June, 
1794,  as  late  Supcrintendant,  &c. 
on  the  Mofqiiito  Shore  — -       150    o  o 
To  fundry  perfons,  for  their  pay  as 
Commiflarics  of  the  Forces  at  Tou- 
lon, to  24th  December,  1703  —       30X  15  o 
j3th.    To  the  reprcfcntatives  of  P.  Sinnott, 
for  362  days  allowance,  to  30lh 
April,  1794,  as  late  Lieutenant 
Govei  nor  of  N  iagara  — .       148  rj  4 
3xft.    To  fundry  perfons,  for  their  pay  as 

Affiflant  Commifliiries,  &c.  to  the  ' 
army  under  the  Duke  of  York,  to 

a4thjune,  1794    811  \t  o 

Auguft  I  ith.    To  G.  Brinley,  hfq.  for  386  days 
pay,  as  Commiffary  of  the  Army 
at  Halifax,  to2iflJune,  1794         289  <o  O 
To  ditto,  for  386  days  additional 

ditto,  as  ditto  to  ditto  *—        96  zo 

a  2d.  To  fundry  perfons  for  half  pay,  from 
26th  December,  17^39  to  24th 
June,  i794>  for  their  fervices  on 
the  nVers  and  lakes  in  Canada  76  18  6^ 

Sept.  1  Jth.   To  M.  Pctrie,  Efq.  for  1 70  days  pay, 

as  Commiffi  ry  of  Accounts  of  the  ^ 

Forces  at  Tculon,  to  X2th  June, 

^79+  —  r—  Di|4l>dbyG(90gk 
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Sept.  f<Ui.  To  A.  M.  Brown,  for  3  years  and  45 
days  pay,  as  Barrack  Maimer  of 
the  iriand  of  St,  Vincent,  to  igth 
Ayguft,  1794 
To  R.  Michell,  father  of  the  late 
Jof.  Dunwell  Michell,  for  7^ days 
pay,  to  X  8rh  June,  1 794,  as  clerk 
to  John  £1  (kine,  who  was  appoint- 
ed "Conamiflary  General  at  Tou- 
lon .   

Odober  15th.  For  the  pa^  of  the  Staff  Officers  of 
the  garrifon  of  Tobago,  to  24th 
December,  1792 
a6th.  To  Lt.  G.  Rainsford,  for  90  days 
pay,  as  a  Lieutenant  General, 
with  two  Aides  de  Camp,  to  24th 
December,  1793  —  ~ 
KoTcmber  14th.  To  Major  W.  Gunn,'  for  J47  days 
pay,  as  CommiiTary  for  muilering 
the  Hanoverian  troops  in  the  pay  ^ 


  —      34a   6  o' 


19  IS 


—      129  9  * 


—        —      4*6   5  4 


pay 

of  Great  Britain,  to  31ft  Auguff, 


a6th4  To 


Smith,  for  484  days  pay, 
as  Affiflant  CommilTary  of  the 
Army  in  America,  to  a  7th  Odo« 

ber.  1794    — 

ToB.  Watfon,  Efq.  for  183  days 
pay,  as  Superintendant  and  Direc- 
tor of  Forage,  Prorifionsi  Neccf- 
faries»  and  Extraordinaries  of  the 
Army  on  the  Continent,  to  31ft 


—     1094   o  a 


Au|;uil,  1794  ■ 
December  xoth*  To  Lieut.  J.  Lyons  Nixon,  for  pay 
and  forage,  as  a  Major  of  Brigade, 
to  13th  November,  1794-       —  -86 


142  o  • 


731  o 


5 


16184  4  1 

To  pay  a  bill  of -Exchange  drawn  by 
the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  for 
one  year's  allowance,  toChnftmas 
X793,  for  furni(faing  fpecie  to  the 
troops  in  Scotland,  &c. 
Januafjr  Sell*  To  Lord  A.  Gordon,  for  fo  much 
expended  for  tbe  good  of  His  Ma« 
jcfty's  fervice  in  North  Britain, 
in  the  year  1 793  ■  ■  ■ 

FcbnuMry  |th«   To  John  Geddes,  Efc^.  for  neceiTa- 
rics  for  the  forces  in  North  Bri- 

—  .  —  : 
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1794. 
March  28th. 


To  R,  Hcndcrfon,  Efq.  for  oat- 
meal, firing,  candles,  &c.  furnifli- 
ed  for  the  forces  in  the  fcvcral  gar- 
rifons  in  North  Britain  and  the 
out-pods  in  their  neighbourhood, 
from  the  1  ft  July  to  31ft  Decern- 
1793     .  — 


December  27th. 


January  8th. 


IS*- 


—     1202  6  10 


3563  i6  10 


To  Lord  Elphinftone,  for  providing 
coals,  candles,  &c.  for  the  force* 
in  Edinburgh  Caftle,  from  f 6th 
March  to  the  14th  June,  1793 

To  Lieutenant  Governor  Singleton, 
for  providing  ditto  for  the  forces 
.  in  Landguard  Fort,  from  2^lh  of 
December,  1792,  to  24th  June, 

1793    — 

To  Lord  Elphinftone,  for  providing 
ditto  Ibv  the  forces  in  Edinburgh 
Caftle,  from  ijth  June  to  13th 
September,  1794  ' 

To  James  Moneypenny,  for  pro* 
Tiding  divers  utenfils  for  the  oar- 
racks  at  Knightsbridge,  ia  the 
year  1793  '■ 

To  W,  B.  Clinton,  for  providing 
coals»  candles^  &c.  for  the  troops 
in  the  citadel  of  Plymouth,  St« 
Nicholas  Ifland,  &c.  from  25th 
June  to  the  24th  December,  1793 

To  ditto,  for  providing  and  repairing 
utenfils,  &c.  for  the  barracks  at 
Plymouth  Dock,  from  25th  De- 
cember, 1792,  to  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1793 

To  James  Moneypenny,  for  coals, 
candles,  &c.  for  additional  com- 
panies and  recruits,  &c.  of  the 
fdot  guards,  in  the  barracks  at 
Knightsbridge,  fupplied  between 
24rh  June  and  ajth  December, 

1793   — 

To  Edward  Kent,  Efq,  for  providing 

coals,  candles,  &c*  for  the  forces 

in  Chatham  Barracks,  fro.n  ditto 

to  ditto 


162  7  IX 

163  13  3 
169  17  SO 
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February  7th. 


14th. 


March  7th. 


iQth^ 
April  stB. 

t6th. 
30th. 


To  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymplct  Comman- 
dant of  the  forces  at  Ciiatbam  bar- 
racks,  for  the  general  accoont  of 
expenditures  -for  pay,  con  tinmen* 
cies,  &c.  for  iix  months,  to  24tb 
December,  1793  ■ 

To  William  Patriarchey  for  provid- 
ing coals,  candles,  &c.  tor  the 
forces  in  the  iflaiidof  Jcrfcy,  from 
ajth  June  to  24th  December, 

^793    — 7 

To  William  Merry,  Efq.  for  His 
Majcfty's  proportion  of  8  ^4  J  chal- 
drons of  coiils  received  a:  Gibral- 


»497  "  4 


1036     2  IQ 


G.  Trlg^e,  far  providing 


tar 
To  M. 

and  repairing  utcnfils,  and  for  fur 
nifliin^  coals  and  candles  for  the 
barracks  at  Hilfea,  Ponlmonrh, 
&c.  from  25th  June  to  24th  Dc 
cember,  1793 

To  James  Boucher,  Efq.  for  pro- 
Tiding  coals,  candles,  &c^  for  the 
troops  in  Tyncmouth  Barracks 
and  Clifford's  Fort,  from  ditto  to 
ditto         —  — 

To  G.  Leith,  junior,  forproviding 
'    ditto  for  the  barracks  at  Deal,  from 
ditto  to  ditto  — 

To  William  Merry,  Efq.  for  Hia 
Majefty's  proportion  of  531  chal- 
drons of  coals  received  at  Gibral 


—     »3H    '  9 


—         ^      620  12  4 


77  < 
261    7  t 


tar 


To  Lord  Elphinflone,  for  proriding 
coal? ,  candles,  &c.  for  the  forces 
in  Edinburgh  Caftic,  from  i4tll 
September  to  J3th  December, 
1793    _ 

To  Lord  Amhcrft,  for  fupplying 
ditto  for  the  forces  in  Guern fey, 
from  aqch  Juoe  to  24th  Decem< 
bcr,  r793  — 

To  William  Merry,  Efq.  for  the 
extra  charge  of  freight^  &c*  on 
>9^^Si  chaldioos  of  coals  fent  to 
Gibraltar  — -  — 

To  Lord  Cathcart,  for  the  cxncnce 
of  oals  for  the  ufeofthe  uck  of 
the  29th  regiment  of  foot  at  Wind- 
for,  in  the  year  1791 


—      8*3   I  f 


217  <^  i« 


  1247  6  7 
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Aril  )Oth.  To  Lord  Cathcart,  for  the  expencc 
of  coals  for  the  ufe  of  the  ficlc  of 
the  9.9  th  regiment  of  foot  at  Wind- 
for,  in  the  year  1791   

May  14th.  To  Colonel  Yorke,  for  ncceflaries 
fumithed  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
in  the  Tower,  for  fix  months,  to 
Lady  Day  1794         —  — 

June  27th.  To  Lieutenant  Governor  Singlctou> 
for  proTiding  coals  and  candies  for 
the  forces  in  Landguard  Fort,  from 
:i{th  June,   to  24th  December, 

1793  —   

November  x  2th.  To  Governor  P.  M.  Irving,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  the  forces  in  Up- 
nor  Caftle,  from  25th  December, 
1792,  to  24th  December,  1793 


November  8th. 


January  31  It. 
May  9th. 


To  James  Johnfon,  on  account,  for 
building  new  ftables  for  the  ift  re- 
giment of  Life  Guards  — 
To  ditto,  on  account  of  ditto  fefvice 
To  ditto^  on  account  of  ditto  fervice 


Dates  of  Deputy 
Secretary  at  War's 
Letters. 


1794- 

January  3d. 


6th. 


8th. 


9th. 


17th. 


Vot.  XLI. 


To  Mcflri,  Cox  and  Co.  to  anfwcB 
a  bill  drawn  by  an  Officer  of  the 
3d  regiment  of  dragoons,  towards 
the  expence  of  erc6ling  barracks 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  — 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
Colonel  Dc  Lancey,  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant General^  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
an  Oflker  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
dragoons,  for  ditto  fervice  — 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
ditto  of  the  7th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, for  ditto  fervice  — - 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
dtto  of  the  1 6th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, for  ditto  fervice  — 
4S 


3^ 
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34 


12 


8 


14072  17  8 


2000  o  o 

2000  o  o 

3000  o  o 

7000  6  o 


1000  o  o 


12  10 
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'794. 
January  23a. 


20th. 

February  ift. 
March  3d. 


Dates  of 
Secretary  at 
War's  Letters. 

1794- 
January  x8th. 


February  i8th. 
April  3<1. 
May  8(h. 
ayth. 
July  3d. 
28th. 
Auguft  26th. 
Odober  8th. 
November  13th. 


1789 

Auguft  7th. 


«793- 
Oc%ber  23d. 


30th. 


To  MeiTr?.  Cox  and  Co.  to  anfwer  a 

bill  drawn  by  Colonel  De  Lancey, 
Deputy  Aajutaot  General,  to- 
wards the  expence  of  eredidng  bar- 
racks   — ' 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
an  Officer  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
dragoons,  for  ditto  fcrvice  — 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
Cplonel  Dc  Lanccy^  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant General,  lor  ditto  fcrvice 

To  ditto»  to  ani'wer  diit<i  drawn  by 
an  Officer  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
dragoons^  for  ditto  fpr?ice  — - 


To  Colonel  De  Lancey^^  Bariack 
Mailer  General,  for  the  erection 
of  barracks,  for  the  fupply  of  (lores, 
and  for  providing  forage  for 
the  troops  therein  ■ 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  ferrice  — ^ 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  •  

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  > 
To  ditto*  for  ditto  fervice  — . 
To  ditto»  for  ditto  fervice 
To  dittOt  for  ditto  fervice  — 
To  d^tco,  for  ditto  fervice  — 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  ~ 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  — r— 


J. 


600   o  o 


50    O  Q 


968     4  5 


1009    O  O 


$000  o 

20COO  o 

17000  o 

20000  o 

20000  O 

25000  o 

20000  o 

20000  o 

7SCOO  o 

13000  o 


245486  14  6 


To  Captain  F.  A.  Weatheodl,  for 
providing  knapfacks  for  his  inde- 
pendent company  of  foot  — 

To  General  Murray,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  21  ft  regiment  of  foot' 
To  M.  G.  Gunning,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  6$th  do.  — 
To  L.  G.  Elphinilone,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  ^  3d  ditto  — - 
To  M.  G.  Powell,  far  providitig 

ditto  for  the  69tb  ditto 

3 
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Dates  of  • 
Secretary  at 
War's  Letters. 

X793» 

November  13th,   To  L;  G.  Bro^n,  for  providing 
knapiacks  for  the  67th  regiment  of 

Dates  of         foot    — 

Warrants.     To  M.  G.  Abercromby,  ^  for  pip- 
I     vidbg  ditto  for  the  6th  ditto  ^ 
December  a7th.   To  L.  G..  Morrifon,  for  providing 
ditto  for  the  4th  dittQ  — 
To  his  Royal  iaijghnefs  Prince  Ed- 
ward,  for  providing  knapfacks  for 
the  7th  regiment  of  foot  •— 
To  Sir  William  Erlkine,  for  provid- 
ing ditto  for  the  26th  ditto 
To  the  Earl  of  Eglintounc,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  the  j  i  ft  ditto 
To  L.  G.  Morris,  for  providing  ditto 
for  the  6tft  ditto  — * 
-ToM.  G.  Smith,  for  providing  4itlo 
for  the  43d  ditto      —  — 
To  M.  G.  Leland,  for  providing 
ditto  for  the  64th  ditto  — 
To     G.  Hall,  for  proykHttg  ditto 
for  the  3d  ditto  .j^-i— - 
To  L.G.Hyde,  for  providing  ditto 
for  the  20th  ditto  — ^— 
To  General  Frederick,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  54th  ditto   ■ 

To  the  reprcfcntativcs  of  General 
Taylcr,  for  providing  ditto  for  the 

1794.  ^4th  ditto    - — 

tanuary'jift.   To  Sir  James  Grant,  for  providing 

ditto  tor  his  regiment  lencibtes 
]Pebniary  xft*   To  Colonel  Wemyfs,  for  providing 
ditto  for  his  regiment  of  ditto 
To  Colonel  Montgomerie,  forpro- 
,  viding  ditto  for  hi& 'regiment  of 

ditto    •  "  

I4th«   To  the  Earl  of  Hopetonni  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  his  ditto  — 
To  the  Marquis  of  Lome,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  his  ditto       •  •  — 
To  the  Earlof  Breadalbane,  for  pro- 
4vidiiigditto  for  the  iir  ft  battalia  of 
'  iiis  ditto  — ^ 

To  dittos  for  prafvidmg  ditto  for  the 

i^cond  battalion  of  his  ditto 
To  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  his  regiment  of 

fenciblcs   
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Dates  of 
Warrants. 


'79+' 
March  iith. 


May  14th. 
May  14th. 


To  Sir  John  Wodchoufe,  for  pro- 
viding knapfacks  for  the  £aft  Nor- 
folk militia  '    * '  — 

To  M .  G.  Bertie,  for  providing  dit- 
to for  the  8  ift  regiment  of  foot 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel'  Doyle,  for 
.providing  ditto  for  the  87th  regi- 
ment of  foot;        —  — 

To  M.  G.  Cuj'-lcr*  for  providin«f  dit- 
to for  the  86th  regiment  of  ditto 

To  M.  O.  De  Burgh,  fof  providing 
•  ditto  for  the  88di  ditto  — 


January  24th.  ^..Xp.J^^cs  Window,.  Efq.  Agent  to 
. ;  the  InfpeAor  General  of  regimen- 

tal infinnaries,  on  account  of  con- 
2    -  ^        '    tlngent  difburfements  for  hofpi- 
ts^,  &c.  •  — 

.  March.  loth.   To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervicc.  '  — 
April  loih.    To.  ditto,  for  ditto  fcrvicc  ;  — — 
June  6th.   To'ditio,*  ior  tiitto  fervice  .  .  — 
0£bbcr  8th.  ,Taditt<y  iot.ditto  fervice  ^.  — - 
Novomber  19th.   To  dutb,  fof  ditto  fervice  , ; 


March  28th.  .To  Meffi^.  T.  and  J,  Girleton,  for 
cxpences  in  the  embarkation,  &c« 
of  tfDpps  at  <li£ferent  ports  in  ire* 
:  (  laud,  in  the  years  .1 792  and  1 793 

July  4th.   To  Meflfs,.  J.  and  G.  F.  Carletoii, 
for  cxpenccs  in  the  embarkation, 
&c.  of  ditto,  from  27  th  January, 
to  1 2th  March  1794  - 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice,  from  i  2  th 
Septcn)her  17939  to  5th  of  Jaoa< 
aryi794.  — 
*     23d.   To  ditto,  fpr  ditto  fervice,  is  the 
month  of  May  i  ^94 
O^ber  8th.    To  ditto,  for  ditto  lervioD^from  ji^th 
May,  to  the  8th  of  July.  1.794 
November  f  9th.    To  iitto,  for  ditto  iervicr^  Jrom  19th 
.   Mdy,  to  i9ih  Aitgiii^i^4' 
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Dates  of 
Warrants, 

1789. 
Auguft  7th. 


1790. 
February  10th. 


January  8th. 


Hth. 


31ft. 


Gaptam  F.  A*  Wethcrall,  for 

marches,  &c.  of  his  Independent 
_  Company,  from  25th  December 

1780,  t^  24th  December  1781* 
To  ditto,  for  the  allowance  of  bread 

money  for  ditto  Company,  in  the 

year  1781. 

To  Lord 'J.  Cavendifli,  for  cloath- 
.10^  fundry  Supernumeiariesof  the 
34th  regiment  of  foot 


58    i  o 

109    13  7 


—         1X2     7  • 


To  Sir  William  Fawcett,  tC.  B.  for 

the  contingent  expcnces  of  the  Of- 
fice of  Adjutant  General,  from 

2  5th  June  to  24th  December  X  793  2^5  ^  # 
To  L.  G.  Morrifon,  for  his  ditto,  as 

Quarter  Mader  General,  from 

ditto  to  ditto  ,  -p-  /—  224.  44 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morrifon ,  for 

his  ditto,  as  Deputy  Qyarter  Maf- 

tcr  General,  from  1 5th  May,  to 

24th  December  1 79i3    124  i9  3 

To  L.  G.  To^vnfcnd,  Infpciaor  Ge- 
neral of  the  recruiting  fervice,  for 

his  ditto,  from  2 $th  June,  to  24th 

December  1793    153    6  o 

To*  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  for  flop 

cloathing  for  the  augmentation  to 

the  3d  regiment  of  foot  guards  263  12  4 

To  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  for  dit- 

tq,  for  the  ift  regiment  of  ditto  524  2  • 
To  the  Duke  of  York,  for  ditto,  to 

the  2d  regiment  of  ditto  —  263  i*  6 
To  the  Rev.  W.  Wilmot,  for  one 

year's  rent  of  the  Minifter's  houfe 

in  the. Savoy,  hired  for  the  ufe  of 

the  forces,   to  24th  December 

^793        .   T—       42    ^  • 

To  Mrs.  Fiflier  and  Threlher,  for 
half  a  year's  rent  of  the  barracks 
at  Knlghtfbridgc,  to  Michaelmas 


To  L.  G.  Lafccllcs,  fbr^  fundry 
extra.  expenc«s  while  attending 
the  forces  in  Great  Briuin,  in 
1793  — 

To  the  reprefentatives  of  Colonel  J* 
Moncrief,  for  his  contingent  dif- 
burfemeoc^,      Deputy  Quarter 


—       102  17  !• 
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-  Dates  of 
Warrants. 


1794. 

Matter  (Jeueral,  (Mn  irth  De- 
cember 1793*  to  24th  February 

'793  — 
February  7tb.   To  L,  Morfc,  Efq.  Secretary  to 
LordAmhcrfi,  for  comhieent  dif- 
burfemcnts,  from  25th  June,  to 
24th  December  1793 

Z4th.  To  Sir  R.  Sloper,  for  Ut  extra  ex^ 
penoes  as  a  Lieutenant  Oeftefrf, 
wbilc  attending  the  forces  in  thd 

year  1793    ~ 

To  L.  G*  Morrifoo,  fiar  extra  con- 
tingent  expences,  as  Qvjarter  Maf- 
tcr  General,  in  ditto  year  — 
To  B.  Chapman,  fifq.  late  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  of  the  i8th  regiment 
of  foot,  to  reimburfe  the  expcnces 
of  a  fuit  brought  by  him  againft 
'  John  Peter  Dc  Lancey,  Efq.  late 

a  Captain  in  the  tegiment,  for 
an  aitoult      >  — 

1 5tb .  To  Meifn.  Fiott  de  Cruchy  and  Co. 
for  5,400  ((and  of  Anns,  fent  to 
Portfmouth  —  — 
March  ift.  To  fundry  perfons,  fs  a  compenfa* 
tion  for  bifes  fufiained  in  confc* 
quence  of  an  embargp  being  laid 
on  all  Teilels  laden  with  com,  &c« 

:^2th«  To  M.  G.  Smith,  for  his  extra  ex- 
pences  as  a  Major  General,  while 
attending  tlie  forces  in  the  year 


^        27    ^  ^ 

to 
iif. 
to 

J84  ij  8 

177  19  t 
396  19  • 


X9th^ 


1793 

To  L.  Morfe,  Efq.  for  the  a6lual es- 
sence he  incurred  in  removing 
trom  the  apartments  he  occupteid 
in  the  horCe  guards  — 

To  Sir  G.  Howard,  for  expences  of 
defending  Sergeant  Sagar,  of  the 
zft  regiment  of  dragoon  guards, 
tried  for  murder  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty,  and  acquitted 

To  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  to  be 
paid  over  to  fundry  perfons,  for  ex- 
pences incurred  during^  the  en* 
campments  in  the  year  t79 j 

To  Sir  W.  Mcdows,  for  his  extra  ex- 
pences, while  Attending  the  forces 
m  Great  Britam  as  a  &£jor  Gene- 
ral, in  IJ93        —  — 

ToL.  G.Gniiit^  for  lui  dittos  frbik 


jfth. 
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Dates  of 
WarnmtSf 

£.    s.  J, 

attefidiog  die  forces  in  Great  Brir 
uin  as  a  Lieuienant  Gentral,  in 
1794.  1793  —  —      260  13  3 

Nfarch  J0th.   To  M.  G.  Hotham»  for  hU  extra  ex-  ^ 
pences.  while  attending  ditto  as  a 
Major  General,  in  ditto  year.  —      208    7  j 

To  M.  G.  Bruce,  for  fundry  ez- 
pences  incurred  on  account  of  the 
augfuentation  to  the  i6rh  regiment 
of  foot,  in  the  year  1 790  — ?  171  i6  lo 
jifty  To  Mcffrs.  T.  and  T.  Sttppcn,  for 
freight  of  provifions  for  the  A>rces 
in  the  Eait  Indies  from  London  to 
Gravefcnd  —  —       104   O  8 

To  William  New,  for  beams,  fcales, 

and  weights       —  —       '43    4  ^ 

To  John  Garden,  for  f^dlery,  horfe 
furniture,  and  accoutrements,  pro- 
vided by  orders  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  5572  XI  o 

April  jth.  To  T.  Rice,  Efq,  Surveyor  of  the 
guard  ,  f^r  work  done  in  repairs 
of  I  he  horfe  and  toot  guards,  in  the 
year  1792      —   ^700  14  i 

To  the  Marquis  of  Salifbury,  on  ac- 
count of  expences  incurred  for  the 
new  guard  room,  kitchen,  &c. 
ereded  at  St.  James's         .   1337    8  8 

To  Marquis  Townfliend,  to  be  paid 
over  tofundry  perfons  for  expences 
incurred  during  the  encampments 
in  the  year  1793  —      416  17  9 

14th,  To  O.  Garnier,  Efc^.  Apothecary 
General,  for  medicines  delivered 
for  the  ule  of  the  army  in  the  year 

'793   22862  12  3 

30th.   To  MclFrs.  Galton  and  Whately,  for 

furnifhing  4,820  arms           —     $940   o  6 
May  9th.   To      G.  Mufgravey  for  extra  ex- 
penceSy  while  lerving  in  Great 
Britain  as  Major  General,  in  tiie 
year  1793      —    147  14  ; 

To  Mrs.  Fiflier  atid  Thmiher,  for 
half  a  year's  rent,  to  bdy  day 
1 794,  for  the  barracks  at  RnighCs- 

bridge      —   —       140  18  o 

1 2th«   To  MeiTrs.  Sinclair  aid  Willi  am  fon, 
as  a  compenfation  for  the  loiTes  fuf- 
tained  by  them  in  confeiquence  of 
:  the  order  of  Council  for  reflrain- 


ing  the  exportation  of  wheat  and 
.wheat  flour        ■  — • 
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Dates  of 
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19th. 


June  2  jth. 

July  2d. 
July  4th. 
tth. 


To  Rear  Admiral  Macbridc,  to  be 
paid  over  to  the  Captains  of  fun- 
dry  fliipsy  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Karl  of  Moira,  and  the  Staff 
attending  his  expedition 

To  L,  Morfe,  Efq.  for  carrying  on 
for  one  year,  to  Midfummer  1794, 
a  progrcffive  lift  of  the  Commif- 
iiones  of  all  the  officers  in  the 


V. 


—      850   o  • 


army 
To  t.  G 


23d. 

26th. 
Auguft  9th. 

a7th. 

September  15th. 


Morrifon,  for  his  contin- 
gent expences,  as  Quarter  Mafter 
Gcheral,  from  25th  December 


-    103  3  • 


1793  to  24th  June  1794 
To  William  Gorton,  Efq. 


—       224    4  • 


for  pro- 
Tiding  a  table  for  the  ?3fficer8  of 
the  foot  guards  and  horfe  guards 
on  duty  at  St.  James's,  to  the  24th 
June  1794  — —  _     3773    6  9 

To  reprefcntatives  of  L.  G.  Town-  '"^ 
fend,  for  his  contingent  expences, 
as  Supcrintcndant  of  the  recruiting 
fervicc,  from  25th  December  1793 

to  25th  June  1794    150    5  • 

To  Thomas  Wright,  Printer  of 
"  The  Hue  and  Cry,  and  Police 
Gazette,"  for  advcrtifing  defer- 
ters,  between  28th  March,  and 

2  2d  June  1794    174    I  7 

To  L.  Morfc,  Efq.  Secretary  to  Lord 
Amherft,  for  his  contingent  dif- 
burfemcnts,  from  2  5th  ifecembcr 


1793,  to  24th  June  1794, 
To  Sir  William  Fawcett,  K.  B.  for 
the  contingent  expences  of  the  of- 
fice of  Adjutant  General,  from 

ditto  to  ditto    — 

To  fundry  pcrfons,  for  lolTes  fuftain- 
ed  by  the  detention  of  fundry  car- 
goes of  pot  and  pearl  a(h  — 
To  fundry  pcrfons,  for  the  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  them  by  the  fale  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  ilTued  to  them  for 
army  fcrriccs  — 
To  P.  Lothian,  for  the  expences  in- 
curred by  General  Mack,  the 
Count  Mervcldt,,  and  their  fuite, 
during  their  flay  in  London 
To  William  Mitfbrd,  Efq.  to  enable 
him  to  pay  for  certain  ^rcii>iires  at 
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Dates  of 
Warrants. 


1794. 

Whitehall,  for  an  office  for  the 
Commiffibners  for  managing  the 
tranfport  fervice  of  the  army 
O£lober8th.   To  MeUh.  Mount  and  Johnfon,  for 
expences  in  the  purchafe  and  &- 
dne  up  a  galliot  for  the  reception 
of  defeners  at  Chatham  — — 
To  W^l^i^  Gorton,  £fo«  for  pit>- 
▼iding  a  table  for  the  Officers  of 
the  foot  and  life  guards  on  duty  at 
St.  James's,  from  the  25th  June# 
to  23d  September  1794 
November  $ch*   To  fundry  perfons,  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  their  loifes  fuftained  in 
confecjuence  of  flopping  the  ex- 
portation of  corn 
l2th.   To  Thomas  Wright,  Printer  of 
**  The  Hue  and  Cry,  and  Police 
•  Gazette,**  for  advertifing  defertcrs 

between  28th  Juiie»  and  27th  Sep- 
tember 1294  ' 
s6th.  To  MefTrs.  Muilman  and  Co.  Agents 
to  MeiTrs.  Prafea,  2^naglio,  and 
Co.  as  a  compenfation  for  their 
lofles  oh  part  of  a  cargo  of  wheat 
on  board  a  Genoefe  yeifel,  which 
was  taken  by  a  frigate,  and  car-^ 
ned  into  Toulon,  and  delivered 
to  the  diredor  of  provifions  for 
the  navy,  by  order  of  Lord  Hood 


lOOO    o  o 


383  li 


—    2041   8  6 


6125   4  8 


225   8  s 


3337  19  4 


3163968  12 

4 

a 

c|.  100000  0 
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4 

War  Office, 
13th  Febroary  i79!;< 


W.  WINDHAM. 
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COPY  of  the  REPORT  of  the  Commiffioners  for  the  iflne  ef 
certain  Exchequer  Bills. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  GHnmilTioiicrs  of  His 
Majefty's  Trcafury. 

THE  Commiffioners  appointed  by  the  33d  Geo,  IIL  Cap.  29tli« 
for  enabling  His  MajelTy  to  direct  the  iffuc  ot  Exchequer  bills,  to  a  li- 
mited amount,  for  the  purpofes,  and  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned, 
in  obedience  to  the  42d  fe^Vion  of  ihe  faid  a^,  which  direfts  that  the  iaid 
CommiiTibners  (hall,  as  foon  as  poiSble  after  the  dcterminatioa  of  thdr 
proceedings,  giv^e  an  account  of  the  lame,  in  writing,  to  the  Lords  Coni- 
mifTionersof  His  Majefty's  Treafur)',  have  the  honour  to  reprefieiitto 
your  Lorddups, 

That  on  the  day  following  the  paiCng  of  the  faid  a^  (m.)  the  gch  of 
^79h  ^^^y        and  commenced  their  proceedings,  and  from  that 
time  continued  to  fit,  from  day  to  day,  until  they  had  confidered  and 
decided  upon  all  the  applications  made  to  them  for  loans  under  the  £i^d 

aa. 

The  whole  number  of  applications  made  to  the  Commiilionen  for 
loans  was  332, 

The  whole  amount  of  the  fums  applied  for  was      £,  3,85  ^^^24* 
Of  thefe  applications  238,  amounting  to  2,202|aoo  were  granted,  fiz* 


Of  the  remaining  ninety-four  applications,  fortv-firc,  for  the  fura  of 
1,21 5,1  ool.  were  withdrawn,  or  not  purfued  by  the  panics  ;  the  knov- 
ledge  that  the  loans  might  have  been  obtainea  Jiavmg,  in  federal  w- 
ftances,  fuiHced  to  render  them  unnecciTary' ;  and  forty-nine  applkatioos, 
for  the  fum  of  4-^8,3241,  were  rcjc6ted,  either  as  not  coming  within  the 
▼iew  and  purpofc  of  the  adt,  or  on  account  of  the  circumftances  of  cbc 
parties,  or  from  their  inability  to  give  fatisfa^ory  fecurity.  * 

The  profit  arifing  from  the  difference  between  the  intereft  paid  by  tit 
borrower?,  viz.  five  pounds  per  centum  per  annum^  and  the  intereddue  a 
the  Exchequer  bills,  twopence  halfpenny  per  centum  per  dimy  or  dms 
pounds  fixtecn  (liillings  per  annum^  as  per  Schedule, 

No.  I,  amounts  to  —         ■  jC*  *3>Q33  '4  ^1 

The  expence  of  the  commiflion,  as  per  Schedule, 

No.  2,  amounts  to  —  ■  8,68  j  la  4 

Clear  profit  remaining,  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  at 


On'perfonal  fccurity 
On  deport  of  goods 


jf.  2,015,000 
187,200 


Total         .  2,202,200 
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Two  ncceflliry  provlfions  in  the  ad  prevented  the  profit  from  being 
.  greater.  By  one  of  them  the  loans  were  directed  to  be  repaid  fifteea 
days  before  the  Exchequer  bills  became  due  ;  and  by  the  other  the  bor- 
rowers were  permitted  to  repay  their  loans  at  any  period,  prior  to  the 
flipulated  time,  thaf  might  fuit  their  convenience,  of  wh'ch  many  were 
happily  able  to  avail  themfclvcs,  conlcqucntly  thcintcrcft  on  their  loans, 
ceaUrd,  whUft  the  Itnercfl  on  the  Exchequer  bills  continued  :  And  if  the 
Court  of  Dii'Cv.%rs  of  the  Bunk  of  England  had  nnr  favoured  the  o^^era- 
tions  of  the  Commillioners,  by  purchalinq;  the  Exchequer  bills,  and 
holding  them  until  the  Commiflioncrs  were  enabled,  from  their  own 
funds,  to  become  the  puvchulcrs,  the  profit  would  have  been  confider- 
ably  Icfs. 

The  whole  fum  advanced  on  loan  lias  been  repaid  ;  a  very  confider- 
ablepart  before  it  becanhe  due,  and  the  remainder  regularly  at  the  ftated 
.  periods,  without  apparent  difficulty  or  diftrefs.  It  appears  that,  with 
the  expepiion  of  twp  only,  who  have  become  bankrupt,  the  parties  af- 
lifted  have  been  ultimately  folvcnt,  and,  in*  many  inllances,  poflcired  of 
great  property. 

It  was  with  the  higheft  fatisfadion  that  the  Commillioners  obfcrvcd 
the  almoft  immediate  effcd  of  this  well-timed  mcafure.  Its  advantages 
^were  evinced  by  a  fpeedy  relloraiion  of  confidence  in  mercantile  tranfac- 
tions,  which  produced  a  facility  in  raifmg  money  that  was  prefcntly  felt, 
not  only  in  the  metropolis,  but  through  the  whole  extent  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

The  difficulties  in  which  many  confiderable  commercial  houfes  were 
involved  have  been  thus  removed,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  thofe  difficul- 
ties on  other  Houfes,  who  were  dependent  on  thcin,  have  been  prevented. 
Nor  was  the  operation  of  the  lefs  beneficial  with  refpeCt  to  a  variety 
of  eminent  manufacturers  in  different  parts  of  th^fc  kingdom^,  who  hav- 
ing, in  a  great  degree,  fufpended  their  works,  were  enabled  to  refume 
them,  and  to  afford  employment  to  a  number  of  workmen,  who  mull 
otiierwifc  have  been  thrown  on  the  pubHc  for  fapport;  and,  perhaps, 
In  foinc  cafes,  with  the  lofs  of  the  manufacture. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Commiffioners  have  been,  in  every  inftance, 
founded  on, affidavits  taken  in  writing,  and  atreited  by  thfec  of  their  own 
body.  '  In  many  cafcs,  the  information  received  was  unavoidably  fuch 
as  to  lay  open  the  private  circum (lances  of  rcfpcftable  individuals.  The 
Commiffioners  have,  throughout  their  proceedings,  given  the  utmoft 
attention  to  the  prcfervation  of  fecrefy,  and  have  caufcd  all  affidavits, 
letters,  minutes,  and  other  papers,  which  contain  the  names  of  perfons 
conne^ed  with  the  bufin«fs  of  the  commiffion,  to  be  dcftroyed.  For  the 
fame  important  purpofe  it  is  obvious  that  every  book  and  pnper,  in 
which  the  names  of  the  parties  occur,  fliould  alio  be  dcfiroycd  ;  but  as 
the  books  contain  thofe  entries,  which  by  the  a£t  are  coniUtuted  the  evi- 
dence of  the  payments,  it  may  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commilfioners  be 
expedient  that  the  Lcgillature  (hould  pafs  an  a6t,  declaring  the  full  re- 
payment of  the  loans,  impowering  the  Commiffioners  to  dcftroy  the 
books,  and  limiting  the  periods  within  which  the  different  parties  to  the 
fecurity  bonds  mny  receive  aid,  whether  by  Exchequer  procefs  or  other- 
wife.  In  the  mean  time  the  Commiffioners  have  ordered  the  books  to  ho 
fealcd  up  and  dcpolitcd  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary, 
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The  Commiffionen  are  happy  in  bein^^  thus  able  to  ftate  the  refalt  oC 
an  extraordinary  mcafure,  which,  although  it  might  not  be  recommend- 
edy  except  on  the  prefllire  of  an  extreme  public  neceffity,  haa  beeA  fully 
juflxfied  by  its  effed  and  fucceis. 


Sheffield. 
Grey  Cooper. 
William  Pulteney. 
R.  M.  Trench  ChifwcU, 

John  Sinclair, 
ohn  William  Anderfpn. 

S.\Bofanquet. 
Thomas  Boddington. 
William  Manning 


Mercers  Hall, 
z6th  July,  T794* 


John  Whitmore. 
r.  Baring. 
E.  Forfter. 
William  Raikes. 
Robert  Darell. 
Robert  Barclay* 
Charles  Grant. 

Jeremiah  Harman. 
James  Brogden. 
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MEMORIAL  from  Colonel  FULLARTON,  addrcflcd  to  Hit 
Majefly's  Cabinet  Minifters  in  1787,  concerning  Claunt  lor 
the  Secret  Expedition  of  1780. 

THE  foHowing  particulars,  in  fupport  of  claims  which  have  an  im- 
mediate reference  to  the  ordei-s  of  a  former  cabinet,  are  fubmittcd  (o  the 
confideration  of  His  Majctty's  prefent  Minifters  ;  and  it  is  humbly  te- 
auefled  that  they  will  be  pleafed  to  permit  an  appeal  to  their  decifion  upon 
the  merits  •f  the  cafe. 

Authentic  information  having  been  received,  in  the  month  of  January 
1 780,  that  the  Spanifh  power  in  South  America  had  been  recently  en* 
dangered  by  alarmine;  infurrciflions,  Mr.  Fullarton  was  induced  to  lay 
before  the  MIniflers  of  that  period  propo&ls  for  an  expedition  againib  thoie 
Spanifh  fettle ments. 

The  propofiafis  contained,  not  only  an  offer  to  raife  the  number  of 
troops  required  for  the  intended  fcrvicc,  but  alfo  to  equip  velTcls  fuf* 
£cient  to  convey  them,  and  to  provSde  means  of  vidlualling  and  main* 
taining  them,  upon  condition  that  Government  would  engage  to  pay 
a  certain  monthly  fum  fcr  man,  agreeable  to  the  rates  that  have  com« 
monly  been  given  in  fimilar  cafes. 

The  particulars  of  that  propofal  are  exprciled  in  the  annexed  lcttw« 
Number  I.  which  was  delivered  to  Lord  North  on  the  28th  January 
1780. 

His  Lordftiip  laid  that  letter  before  the  Cabinet  on  the  29th  January, 
and  next  morning  informed  Mr.  Fullarton, .  in  perfon,  that  the  plan 
and  propofal  were  approved  of,  and  the  terms  agreed  to  by  the  Cm- 
binet — He  added,  that  it  was  refolvcd  to  advance  j£«30,odo  for  the 
purpofe,  and  in  the  mode  propofcd  ;  but  that  it  was  not  finally  de- 
termined whether  the  money  (hould  ifTuc  frt>m  the  Navy  Board  or 
from  the  Trcafury.  His  Lordfbip^  however,  dircfted  that  immediate 
mcafures  ihculd  be  taken  for  raifiiig  the  troops ;  and  deiired  that  not 
a  moment  might  be  loA  in  providing  (liips,  and  in  procuring  dotes 
and  other  articles  nccedary  to  equip  them  for  the  expedition. 

The  notes  which  accompany  the  letter  were  made  foon  after  the 
converfation  took  place,  and  tend  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  ailtir* 
ances  on  which  Mr.  Fullarton  aded. 

In  confcqucnce  of  this  refolution  of  the  Cabinet,  formally  commu- 
nicated by  Lord  North,  the  fliip  Northington  was  immediately  pur- 
chafed  for  1,800,  and  repairs  were  ordered  upon  that  Veifel  to  the 
amount  of  .goo. 

The  Grand  Trimmer  and  the  Little  Trimmer  privateers  were  com* 
pletcly  manned  and  kept  in  readinefs  for  the  fcrvice. 

Mr.  Fullarton  alfo  took  a  fliarc  in  the  C-oIdcn  Eagle  privateer,  in 
order  to  induce  the  owners  to  engage  in  the  undertaking;  but  that 
fliip;  on  her  return  to  England  for  the  purpofe,  became  a  capture  to 
|he  enemy. 

Porter,  fliocs,  (lores,  and  other  articles  neccflary  for  the  voyage,  were 
immediately  purchafed. — £.3^000  were  drawn  from  Meffrs.  Hallidaysy 
Duntzc,  and  Co^ipany,  upon  Mr.  Fullarton's  acceptance,  under  the 
cxprel's  perfonal  iiHu ranees  of  Lord  North  to  Mr.  John  Halliday,  tha^ 
the  munics  iliould  be  paid  out  of  the  firfl  fum  to  be  iifuedfor  the  ferrice 
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|iropofed.  Hh  Lofdfliip  added,  that  the  pay inent  would  be  made  as  foon 
jl8  It  fhould  be  determined  from  what  fund  it  was  to  be  received. — Va- 
rious other  advances  were  made  by  Mr.  Fullarton,  not  only  from  hia 
own  funds,  but  by  means  of  credit  given  him  by  Meifrs.  Mayne  and 
Graham,  and  others  who  then  afliiled  him. 

The  98th  and  tooth  regiments  were  raifed  with  unufual  difpatch,  at 
a  very  confiderable  expence,  in  the  fuUeft  reliance  upon  the  affurances^ 
received  from  the  Cabmct,  that  they  were  to  be  employed  upon  the  fpc- 
cific  fervice  for  which  they  were  levied. 

But  while  thcfe  preparations  were  going  forward,  during  the  months 
of  February  and  March  1780,  the  doubts  concerning  the  fund  from 
ivhence  the  advance  on  the  part  of  Government  fliould  IfTue,  Hill  conti- 
nued and  increafcd. 

The  'f  reafury  Hill  infifted  that  the  mdney  Ihouid  be  furnilhcd  from 
the  funds  under  the  management  of  the  Navy  Board. — But,  after  va- 
tious  confultations  with  Lord  Sandwich,  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  Sir  Charles 
Middleton,  it  appeared  that  the  Navy  Board  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  in  particular,  declined  to  fulfil  the  intentionsi  of  the  Cabinet* 

During  thefe  difcuffions  war  was  declared  againfl  Holland ;  and  Mi-* 
uifters  were  thereby  induced  to  change  the  defti nation  of  thpfc  corps, 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  cnterprife  againft  the  Cape  of  Good  Ho^e. 
By  this  determination  Mr.  Fullarton  found  himfelf  in  the  moft  embar- 
railing  lituation — he  had  relinquiflied  very  flattering  profpeds  in  the 
profefHon  to  which  he  belonged — he  was  difappointed  m  the  flipulated 
objedt  that  had  induced  him  to  become  a  foldier— and  he  found  himfelf 
opprefled  with  a  load  of  debts,  incurred  in  preparations  made  under  ex- 
prefs  affu ranees  of  being  re-imburfcd  by  Government,  Every  particu- 
lar, however,  that  could  tend  to  give  immediate  and  complete  effect  to 
the  undertaking,  had,  on  his  part,  been  pun^ually  fulfilled ;  nor  was 
any  circumflance  afterwards  omitted,  to  diminifli  as  much  as  podible  the 
lofs  occafioned  by  the  failure  of  engagement  on  the  part  of  Govern* 
ment. 

The  North! ngton  was  tendered  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  em- 
ployed in  that  fervice.  The  other  vclTels  were  fold  off,  or  employed  as 
privateers  againft  the  enemy.  Great  part  of  the  (lores  were  counter- 
manded or  returned,  with  a  moderate  lofs,  to  theperfons  who  had  agreed 
to  furnifli  them ;  and  no  claim  is  attempted  to  be  eflablifhed,  except  for 
fuch  fums  as  have  been  adually  expended,  agreeably  to  vouchers  ready 
to  be  produced^ 

The  nature  and  amount  of  thefe  difburfements  will  more  clearly  appear 
from  the  annexed  extract  of  a  letter,  dated  2d  November  1780,  ancl  ad* 
dreifed  to  Lord  North* 

For  the  truth  of  the  particulars  flated  in  this  paper,  Mr*  Fullarton  begs 
l^ave  to  refer  to  Hh  Majefty's  Cabinet  Minifters  in  the  year  1780,  and 
to  Sir  Charles  Middlcton,  wbofe  accuracy  is  not  lefs  confpicuous  than  his 
great  official  talents. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  Mr.  Fullarton's  departure 
from^  England,  immediately  after  the  tranfaolions  took  place,  and  his 
continuance  upon  foreign  fervice,  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  till  very 
lately  to  bring  forward  thefe  claims.  He  now  fubmits  them  to  His  Ma- 
jcfly's  Minifters  with  the  fullcft  confidence  in  their  equity  andjulHcc, 
knowing  that  they  will  not  allow  an  individual  to  fuffer  material  dctri* 
ment,  by  acting  with  the  moil  carnefl  exertion  to  promote  an  important 
public  fervice,  in  obedience  toinftr«6Hons  communicated  to  him  by  the 
Aril  official  and  executive  authority  under  the  Crown. 

Vol.  XLL  4U  .  T 
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The  precciling  narrative,  and  the  docunneait  referred  to  m  it,  vcre 
fubmitted  to  Mr.  Pitt's  confLderation,  together  with  letters  from  Lord 
North,  Lord  Stormont,  aad  Sir  CharlrsMiddleton,  addrcfled  to  Colooel  ^ 
Futlarton,  and  containing  their  teftimony  refpeding  the  authority  under 
which  he  acfteJ.  But  as  no  farther  progrefi  was  made  in  the  bufineis 
from  the  year  1787,  Colonel  FuUarton  addreiTcd  the  following  letter  to 
Mr.  Pitt. 

ExtraB  of  a  Lcttir  from  Colonel  Fullarion  to  the  Right  Hmuurtikh 
'  H"]Iuam  Pitt. 

I 

"SIR,*  London,  loth  May  lygo. 

**  Although  I  am  aware  of  the  important  objc^s  which  occupy  your 
time  at  prefent,  I  take  the  liberty  of  intruding  on  you  for  a  moment,  to 
folicit  your  attention  to  the  flatcment  and  vouchers,  in  fupport  of  my 
claims  on  Government,  which  you  had  thegoodnefs  to  peruie  in  Augu^ 
1788.  Mr.  Steele,  having  taken  your  inftru6^ions  on  the  fubjctt  10  Dt- 
cember  1787,  had  previoufly  dire6ied  me  to  produce  fuilicient  Touchers 
to  prove  that  the  original  propoial  of  an  expedition  to  South  America^ 
fuch  as  I  dated  it  in  my  narrative  addrelTed  to  the  Minifters  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Cabinet  in  1787,  had  been  adopted  by  the  Cabinet  in  the  year 
1780 — ^That  I  had  full  authority  to*  proceed  in  the  execution  of  it,  and 
that  the  terras  were  finally  agreed  upon  between  the  Adminiilration  o£ 
that  day  and  me,  on  behalf  of  myfeff  and  thofe  for  whom  I  aded. 

In  obedience  to  thoTe  inflru^tions,  I  had  the  hoBOur  of  fubmitring 
to  your  perufal  explicit  declarations  from  Lord  North,  Lord  Stormont, 
ana  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  in  confirmation  of  the  claims  advanced  in  my 
letter  addreifed  to  His  Majelby's  Cabinet  Minifters.  Sir  Charles  Mid- 
dleton expreiTcd  his  readinefs  to  explain  the  particulars  refpeding  the 
tranfa^tion  in  detail,  whenever  itlhould  be  your  pleafure  to  hear  him  on 
the  fubjedl ;  and  Lord  Stormont  declared  that  my  original  propo^i  was 
difcuiled  and  approved  in  Cabinet,  and  a  minute  taken  upon  it  ;  which, 
his  Lordfhip  added,  he  himfelf  had  delivered  to  the  King,  and  that  it 
would  be  found  among  His  Majedy's  Cabinet  papers,  dated  January 
1780.  You  had  the  goodnefs  to  inform  me,  at  Saint  JamesV  in  Sep- 
.tember  1788,  of  your  intention  to  have  the  propofal  in  que(Uon,  and 
the  minute  on  it,  referred  to ;  and  I  thought  it  ray  duty  to  remain  in 
town,  in  expectation  of  your  farther  inftruftions.  Uuring  laft  feffioaof 
Parliament,  I  fliould  have  felt  it  extremely  unbecoming  in  mc  to  have 
prefumcd  to  trouble  you  on  fuch  a  fubje6t. 

"  My  abfence  from  this  country,  fincc  that  period,^  prcTcntcd  me 
from  any  farther  exertions  in  refpect  to  this  bufinefs  till  my  return  to 
London,  in  January  lall ;  when  I  re^ueded  Mr.  Steele  to  entreat  that 
you  would  honour  me  with  a  communication  of  your  fentiments  on  this 
tranfa^tion  ;  at  the  fame  time  expreffing  my  anxiety  to  know  whether 
you  thought  it  necelTary  for  me  to  bring  forward  any  additianal  te(ii« 
mony,  or  other  documents,  in  fupport  of  my  demands,  and  whether  or 
not  i  ought  to  deliver  copies  of  my  letter  to  the  Members  of  the  Ca- 
binet. 

"  It  cannot  efcape  your  obfervation  how  much  the  delay,  which  has 
occurred  in  the  adjuilment  of  this  bufinefs,  e^pofes  me,  not  only  to  the 
inconvenience  ariftng  from  fo  large  an  advance  of  money  as  that  ihited  in 
roy  claims,  but  to  the  increa  ftiig  difficulty  of  fubHautiating  them,  in 
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cafe  any  accident  fhould  happen  to  the  perfons  by  whofe  teftitnony  my 
ilatement  is  confirmed. 

*•  The  dsath  of  Lord  Sackville  has  already  deprived  me  of  a  mate- 
rial evidence;  and  I  rely  with  perfeft  confidence  on  yourjuftice  and 
deciiion  for  preventing  the  injury  I  may  fuftain  by  the  lofs  of  other 
wttneiTes,  which  can  only  be  effeded  by  a  fpecdy  determination  on  the 
bufinefs. 

"  I  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)       ''W.  FULLARTON," 

"  To  the  Right  Honourable 
•*  William  Pitt,"  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Propofition  dcll^vered  to  Lord  North  on  the  i^tb  January  1780,  hy  Mr. 

FuUarton, 

THE  gentlemen  who  have  propofcd  the  expedition  to  South  America, 
beg  leave  to  fubmit  the  following  llate  of  their  propofal  to  the  attention 
of  the  Cabinet. 

They  are  willing  to  raifc  a  corps  of  1,200  men  at  their  own  expence, 
to  fcrve  on  this  occafion ;  provided  they  are  allowed  full  powers  to  re- 
commend the  officers. 

Thofoofficers  who  have  not  been  in  the  army  before  will  only  expert 
tcnrporary  and  ftipulated  ranks,  and  no  half  pay. 

The  men  to  be  fubfifted  trom  the  date  of  their  attcftations. 

In  order  to  convey  this  corps  to  fnch  places  as  Government  (llall  direft, 
they  will  alfo  furnifti  (ready  manned,  armed,  and  ecjuipped)  veffels  of 
the  following  defcription ;  all  of  which  are  cither  now  in  their  poflcffion, 
or  ready  to  be  purch^fed  ^  viz. 


Ships. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

1 

800 

58 

I 

750 

50 

z 

400 

44 

I 

360 

a8 

1 

160 

24 

I 

13  b 

16 

If  neccflary,  they  will  add  a  frigate,  and  a  Newcaftle  pink  to  adl  as 
a  tranfpoTt. 

The  equipment  of  th^fe  (hips  ftiall  be  fo  arranged  as  to  render  it  un- 
known that  they  belong  to  the  fame  owners,  or  that  they  are  intended 
for  the  fame  expedition :  They  ihall  fail  at  difierent  timesy  and  take  their 
departures  from  difierent  places. 

4U2 
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Having  confidercd  the  inconveniencics  of  receiving  the  requiiite  affiftr 
ance  in  ftores,  ordnance,  and  proviQons,  which  cannot  be  iiTued  from  die 
different  offices  without  great  danger  of  difcovery  and  delay,  the  proprie- 
tors, inftead  of  the  advance  of  the  aboire-mentioned  articles  on  the  part 
of  Government,  will  only  alk  an  order  for  cannon  to  arm  their  three 
largcfl  fliips,  provided  Government  will  advance  them  30,000]. ;  icoool: 
to  be  paid  immediately — io,oool.  more  at  one  month — and  the  remainder 
at  two  months  after  the  dace  of  the  agreement.  Vouchers  to  be  produced 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  firft  fum,  before  the  fccond  fliall  be  advanced. 
As  fecurity  for  this  advance,  the  bills  of  fale  of  ihips,  (lores,  and  other 
articles,  fliall.be  afligned  to  Government. 

The  vefTels  to  be  fitted  out  on  this  occafion  are  to  as  tranfports, 
but  not  to  be  paid  in  the  common  mode  of  veiTels  hired  by  Govern- 
ment. • 

The  proprietors  expc6t  to  have  the  regulation  of  prize  money  fo  efiabr 
liflicd,  that  no  capture  by  fea  or  land  (liall  be  fliared  until  the  whole  cx- 
penccs  of  the  armament  are  cleared.  They  allp  cxpe<f>,  that  the  furplus 
iliall  be  diflributcd  to  each  fliip,  according  to  the  number  of  men  and 
^uns  ;  one  half  for  the  owners,  and  one  half  for  the  foldiers  and  faxlors, 
m  fuch  proportion  as  fljall  be  determined. 

The  proprietors  are  extremely  anxious  to  bring  this  bufinefs  to  an  im- 
mediate termination ;  for,  at  prcfent,  they  lofe  the  ufe  of  the  (hips  that 
already  belong  to  them,  and  they  have  now  an  opportunity  of  purchafing 
two  other  fliips,  fo  well  adapted  to  their  purpofe,  that  it  would  be  very 
fiiflicult  to  fupply  their  place. 

(Signed)         W.  FUJ.LARTON. 


Suhjiance  of  a  Corwerfation  which  tool  place  betwixt  Lord  North  and 
Mr,  Fu  Hart  on,  on  Sunday  the' ^^th  January  1 780,  relative  ta 
the  preceding  frop'jition. 

Lord  North  informed  Mr  Fullarton,  in  prcfencc  of  Mr.  Brummcllf 
that  the  Cabinet  had  accepted  his  propofal,  and  that  be  would  next  day 
lay  it  before  the  King,  as  a  meafure  which  the  Minifters  concurred  in 
thinking  ought  tg  be  carried  into  immediate  execution.  He  added,  that 
there  remained  nothing  to  be  adjuAed,  except  the  mode  of  advancing 
the  money.  Mr.  Fullarton  mentioned  to  his  Lordfliip  the  danger  that 
he,  and  the  gentlemen  who  afBftcd  him,  would  incur,  it  they  ventured 
to  proc  eed  upon  the  bufinefs,  unlefs  under  an  abfolute  certainty  that  the  en- 
gagements of  Government  lliouJ  J  be  fulnlled  to  them  :  At  the  fame  time 
he  fl  ucd  the  ncceffity  of  difpatch,  in  order  to  render  the  erne rprizc  effec- 
tual. His  Lnrdfliip  then  gave  Mr.  Fullarton  the  moll  politive  aiTurances 
that  the  meafure  fliould  not  fail  on  the  part  of  Governmei:t.  In  confc- 
qutnccof  thelc  pfTurances,  Mr.  Fuliarton  told  him,  that,  relying  on  bis 
declarations,  and  on  the  refolutions  of  the  Cabinet,  he  would  imtnedi- 
ately  proceed  to  acccllerate  the  preparations  exprelTed  in  his  propofal. 
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Extras  of  a  Letter  addrejjed  to  Lord  North, 

November  ad,.  xySo* 

•*  My  Lord, 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordfliip's  commands,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
mention  fbme  particulars  relative  to  the  preparation  for  the  expedition  I 
propofcd  in  January  laft ;  and  fliail  ftate  the  lituation  of  the  two  regiments 
that  w'^re  railed  for  that  fervicc,  and  of  the  augmentation  that  ha^i  been 
ordered  and  completed, 

"  When  the  ori2;inal  propofal  was  approved  of  by  the  Cabinet,  on  the 
29th  January,  the  impradlicability  of  procuring  from  the  navy  board  the 
funi  ftipulat^d  to  be  advanced  on  the  part  of  Government  was  nor  forefeen ; 
and  the  proprietors^,  being  alTared  that  every  thing  was  finally  arranged 
except  the  mere  mode  Of  iif  jiiig  the  money,  proceeded  immediately  to 
fulfil  I  heir  part  of  the  engagement. 

The  Northington  Eaft-India  fliip,  of  750  tons,  was  purchafedfor 
i,8ool.  and  a  lari^?'  fum  was  expended  in  docking  and  repairs.  A  much 
larger  fum  was  to  have  been  laid  out  on  this  (hip,  but  was  afterwards 
ftop()ed,  when  thr  difficulties  arofe  on  the  part  of  Government,  which 
at  laft  rendered  the  enterprize  abortive. 

"  Several  other  fliips  were  ordered  to  be  purchafed ;  but,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  iheordeis  were  afterwards  countermanded. 

*'  The  two  Trimmers  were  long  kept  under  demurrage,  with- their 
ftores  and  feamen  on  board.  The  different  articles  of  cxpence  attending 
their  detention,  during  120  days,  were  flated  at  3,100!.  befides  a  con- 
(iderable  fum,  which,  for  want  of  proper  vouchers,  has  not  been  dated. 
6,000  pair  of  flioes  were  bought,  at  four  (hillings  per  pair,  amounting 
to  more  than  i,20ol.  porter  calks,  to  the  amount  of  560 — and  1,000 
hogflieads  of  porter,  were  ordered  ;  both  of  thefe  articles  are  yet  a  bur- 
den on  the  perfons  for  whom  they  were  ordered,  except  a  part  of  the 
porter  which  was  afterwards  countermanded. 

**  Mr.  Halliday  difcounted  a  bill  for  3,oool.  drawn  by  me,  for  whicli 
he  had  pcrfonal  a(rurances  that  Government  would  advance  the  money. 

On  the  failure  of  the  expedition,  the  bill  fell  upon  me  who  had 
figned  it,  trufling  to^he  advance  that  was  to  have  been  made  by  Govera- 
ment.  / 

"  Captain  H.  Frafer  was  kept  out  of  employment  for  many  months  on 
thisbufinefs;  but  1  have  iince  got  him  into  the  Eafl-India  fervice. 

**  With  regard  to  the  regiment,  I  found,  on  clofing  my  accounts  with 
my  militar]^  agents,  that  I  was  their  debtor  for'3,rooI.  on  the  recruit- 
ing bufinefs  ot  the  firft  battalion.  The  time  in  which  it  was  tliought 
nect(rary  to  raifc  that  regiment,  not  above  nine  weeks — th<»  numerous 
parties  I  . was  obliged  to  fend  over  England  and  Ireland — the  high  boun-r 
ties — the  number  of  fupcrnumeraries  and  deferters,  in  all  about  rop 
men — together  with  the  impoflibility  of  difpofing  of  the  Lieuten^nciei 
to  advantage,  owing  to  the  late  regulations,  were  the  cau'fe  of  this  er^ 
pence." 
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C9fy  of  a  Letter  from  Urd  North  to  William  BrummeU^  Efq. 
•*  Dear  Brummell, 

•*  As  I  authorized  you  in  my  laft  letter  to  declare  in  my  name  crcry 
thing  that  appeared  to  me  material,  with  relation  to  Mr.  FullartOQ*s  bu- 
finefs,  I  did  not  expert  to  have  heard  from  you  again  upon  the  fame  fub- 
je£k. 

"  Having,  fince  I  wrote  you,  carefully  rc-confidered  the  matter,  I 
can  venture  with  conSdencc  to  renew  the  authority  I  then  gave  you  to 
declare,  that  a  fecret  expedition  was  projected  in  the  manner  Ilatcd  by 
Mr.  FuUarton. 

<*  That  it  was  approved  by  the  Cabinet.  That  the  approbation  of  the 
Cabinet  was  fignified  to  Mr.  Fullarton;  but  that  upon  a  material  alte- 
ration having  happened  in  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  the  expedittoa 

laid  afide,  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  with  his  regiment,  was  employed 
upon  another  fervice. 

Although  it  is  notfoeafy  to  fpealc  upon  memory  to  a  minute  detail 
of  fa£is  of  fo  old  a  date,  I  can,  however,  add,  that  I  believe  Mr.  Ful- 
larton*s  narrative  is  true.  When  the  expedition  was  laid  a6de,  he  cer- 
tainly could  not  be  re-imburfed  for  the  fums  he  had  advanced  in  the  pre- 
parations. He  will  be  able  to  eftablifti  the  «xtent  of  his  lofs  by  proper 
vouchers?  and  he  fcems  to  have  a  very  equitable  claim  to  re-pay ment.« 

i    **  I  am,  dear  Brummell, 
Moft  faithfully  and  iincerely,  yogr% 

(Signed)  NORTH.'* 

Tunbridge  Wells, 
July  the  13th,  1 7  88* 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Stormont  to  Mr.  Fullarton. 

Little  Grove,  Tuefday,  Jan.  x(th  xySS. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  know  not  by  what  accident  it  has  happened  that  your'sof  the  nth 
indnnt  did  not  reach  roc  till  this  morning.  That  to  Lord  Sandwich  (hall 
be  forwarded  by  this  day's  po0.  I  perfectly  remember  the  original  pro- 
pofal  you  mention  having  been  difcufTed  and  approved  in  Cabinet*  and 
a  minute  taken  upon  it ;  but,  at  this  diflance  of  time,  and  having  no 
papers  here  to  turn  to,  1  can  only  fpcak  upon  tliat  general  memory  which 
does  not  go  to  the  recolledtion  of  detail.  All  that  was  decided  in  the 
Cabinet,  will  be  found  i.i  the  minute,  which  you  tell  me  bears  date  of 
the  9th  of  January  1780.  I  rcc;ularly  delivered  to  the  King  a  copy  of 
every  minute  of  Cabinet ;  and  I  know  His  Majefty  keeps  all  thofc  papers 
with  fo  much  order  and  exattnefs,  that  they  can  be  immediately  refer- 
red to. 

lam,  with  the  (ince  re  il  regard,  dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  faithful  humble  fenrant, 

(Signed)  STORMONT.;* 
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Cofj  of  a  Note  from  Sir  Charles  Middkton. 

*«  Sir  Charles  MidSleton  prefents  hU  compliments  to  Colonel  Fullar* 
ton.  He  has  perufed  the  memorial,  and,  although  the  number  of  things 
which  have  palled  through  his  head  fiuce  the  time  it  allifdes  to  prevents 
bis  remembrance  of  every  particular,  yet  the  fubftance  is  freih  in  hia 
memory,  and  particularly  as  to  the  fum  of  30,oooU  and  the  objedions 
which  he  dated  at  the  time,  of  its  being  advanced  by  the  Navy  Board ; 
all  which  he  will  readily  acknowledge  when  called  on  for  that  purpofe*'* 
Hertford  Street, 
ift  May  1787. 


The  expedition  in  its  original  form  having  proved  abortive,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  delays  occahoned  by  difficulties  refpedting  the  fund  from 
whence  the  money,  (lipulatcd  to  be  advanced  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment, (hould  ifliie,  the  following  PROPOSAL  for  an  expedition 
to  South  America,  by  India,  dated  3d  June  1780,  was  delivered  to 
Lord  North,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Cabinet,  by  whom  the  mca- 
furc  was  fully  approved  and  ratified  on  the  i  ith  of  Auguft  following. 
•  In  confequence  of  this  the  ncccflary  preparations  were  ordered,  but 
on  the  declaration  of  war  with  Holland  the  plan  was  laid  afide,  and 
the  force  employed  on  the  enterprife  againft  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop»« 

The  two  battalions,  that  have  been  raifed  and  completed  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonels  FuUarton  and  Humberilon,  were  ftatcd'  in  the  moil  poli- 
tive  manner  to  be  intended  for  a  particular  fervice,  which  has  been  fo 
long  delayed  that  it  cannot  now  take  place  with  any  propriety  in  the  mode 
at  firfl  intended.  It  therefore  remains  with  the  MiniAry  either  to  declare 
the  bufinefs  at  an  end,  and  indemnify  the  parties  concerned  for  the  ex^ 
pence  in  which  they  have  been  involved,  or  to  promote  a  propofal  tend- 
ing to  relieve  Government  from  the  embarralTment  of  an  abortive  enter- 
prize.  After  the  moft  mature  confultation  with  pcrfons  perfeftly  ac- 
quainted with  the  fubje«£t,  it  appears  that  a  route  to  the  Spanifli  iettle- 
ments  on  the  coail  of  the  South  fea  lies  open,  by  the  way  of  India, 
with  much  greater  fecuricy  and  profpedt  of  fuccefs  than  could  have  been 
expected  even  from  the  original  propofal. 

A  body  of  2,000  Britifh  troops,  with  2,000  Lafcars,  failing  from  Ma- 
dras on  board  of  armed  transports  or  old  £a(l- India  Oiips,  and  fupported 
by  a  detachment  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes's  fquadron,  would  be  fuffi« 
cient  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  this  undertaking.  The  objeft  of  this  force 
ihould  be  to  fccure  one  of  the  fmall  Luconian  iflands,  and  then  proceed 
to  fomc  healthy  fpot  in  New  Zealand,  in  order  to  eftablifli  means  of  re- 
frefliment,  communication,  and  retreats  From  New  Zealand  the  fqua- 
dron (liould  fail  dire^ly  to  South  America ;  and  it  is  prcfumed,  that 
there  is  not  one  place,  from  California  to  Cape  Horn,  capable  cf  refill- 
ing fuch  an  equipment,  if  properly  provided  and  properly  conducted. 

The  Fort  of  Callao,  or  fome  other  advantageous  poll,  tliould  be  fc- 
corcd,  and  terras  of  independence  oflered  to  the  native  Mcxicjius,  Peru- 
vians, and  Ciiilians. 

If  fuch  a  lodgement  was  ciFe(5ted,  it  is  evident  that  the  trade  of  South 
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America  would  be  opened  to  our  Eaft-Indlan  territories ;  if  it  were  not 
effe^ed,  flill  the  blow  to  Spain  mud;  be  fatal,  becaule  her  richeft  poflef- 
fions  would  be  alarmed,  their  commerce  and  remittances  interrupted, 
their  Chips  dcflroyed,  their  forts  demoliflied,  and  the  inhabitants  incited 
to  revolt.  All  ihefe  tranfadions  may  take  place  in  the  courfe  of  next 
fummer  with  a  degree  of  precifion  unknown  in  other  climates ;  and  an 
e^rpreCs  fent  from  Madras  to  England  when  the  equipment  fails,  would 
enable  Government  to  arrange  a  co-operation  on  this  fide  of  South  Arae- 
rica,  f6  as  to  di(lrifi£t  the  oifentive  exertions  of  the  Spani(h  Empire.  It 
will  be  faid  that  fhips  of  war  cannot  be  (pared  from  this  country;  but, 
notwithdanding  the  rclud^ancc  of  Minifters  to  fend  fhips  of  force  on  dif- 
tant  fervice,  the  Eaft-India  fleet,  which  is  to  fail  in  September  or  O6ko- 
ber^  can  hardly  be  fafe  without  a  convoy,  and  that  convoy  will  be  fuffi- 
cienf  to  carry  out  the  troops,  and  to  replace  the  detachment  from  Sir 
Edward  Hughes's  fquadron,  which  may  be  necclTary  for  the  expedition. 

If  this  plan  is  adopted  by  Government,  an  arrangement  (hould  be 
made  with  the  confidcniiul  Directors  of  the  Ead-India  Company,  and 
orders  immedtately  difpatchcdby  land  to  Bombay,  Madras,  and  Bengal 
—that  (hips,  (lores,  and  feapoys  may  be  prepared  to  join  the  troops  to 
be  fent  from  England.  If  the  troops  fail  from  hence  in  September,  thejr 
may  arrive  at  Madras  next  fpring  ;  and  in  four  months  nom  the  rime 
the  Monfoons  permit  them  to  leave  India  they  may  reach  the  coaft  of 
South  America.  . 

Lieutenant  Colonels  Fullarton  and  Humberfton  will  undertake  to  aug- 
ment their  two  battalions  to  t,ooo  men  each,  or  to  a  greater  number  if 
required.  To  (hew  their  zeal  to  promote  this  bufinefs,  they  will,  ac 
their  own  rilk,  and  by  the  affiftancc  of  their  friends,  if  neceflary,  under- 
take to  furniOi  conveyance  for  fuch  part  of  the  troops  as  cannot  be  em- 
barked on  board  the  King's  fliips,  that  arc  to  a6t  as  convoy.  This  they 
will  do  on  fuch  terms  as  the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy  fhall  determine. 

It  is  hoped  that  Government  will  appoint  fomc  pcrfon,  with  powers 
todircft  the  neceflary  preparations  for  this  bufinefs ;  oiherwife  the  fame 
delays,  the  fame  difficulties,  and  the  fame  difappointments,  will  enfucg 
that  have  already  rendered  the  original  plan  abortive. 


(Signed) 


W.  FULLARTON- 


DEBATES. 


ACCOUNTofSuim  advanced  by  Mr.  FULLARTON,  in  pre- 
paring  for  die  fecret  Expedition  in  1780,  in  £>  far  as  he  hat 
been  able  to  procure  Voudiers  for  thtf  fiune.  i' 


[yq.  To  paid  MeiTrs.  Hallidays,  Duntze,  and 
Company,  the  balance  of  my  accept- 
ance ^o  them,  being  i,20ol.  in  full  of 
the  principal  fum,  and  423!.  as  the  in- 
tereu  due  thereon  till  this  date,  as  per 
draft  retired  for  —  2623   o  o 

» 

The  original  Aim  due  by  the  bill  was 
3000!.  but  I9800L  was  recovered  after 
'  the  failure  of  the  expedition,  by  felling 
Che  (hip  Northtngton  to  certain  owners, 
who  engaged  to  fit  that  veflel  out,  and 
employ  it  in  the  £a(t-India  Company 
fervice,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
No.  I.  Frafcr,  on  the  exprefs  condition  ot  Mr, 
FuUarton's  (landing  a  fliare,  which 
amounted  to  fomcwhat  more  than  1 200L 
High  infurances,  long  detention,  and 
other  circum (lances,  rendered  this  a 
very  lofing  concern  ;  but  no  more  is  / 
charged  or  dated  than  the  nctt  amount 
paid  to  MeiTrs.  Hallidays  and  Company, 
befides  providing  for  CaptHin  Frafer, 
who  had  been  long  detained  to  command 
the  expedition*  This  tfanf^Kftipn  re- 
lieved Mr.  Fullarton  from  having  occa- 
.ilon  to  charge  Government  with  the 
very  heavy  expenccs  which  would  have 
been  incurred,  if  lb  large  a  (liip  had  re- 
mained any  longer  upon  his  hands  by 
orders  of  the  Cabinet  Miniilers* 

November  i.   To  paid  Me(rr8. /Parkers  and  Co.  Kilmar- 
nock, for  6060  pair  (hoes,  at  4s,  per 
No.  Zm       pair,  package,  freight*  wharfage,  &c. 

1,3^91.,  with  310I.  intcred,  &c.  to 
this  date,  per  draft  for  *  —    1565    o  o 

Thi^  charge  is  vouched  by  receipt 
from  Parkers  and  Co. 

No.  3.    To  paid  Mr.  Blanket,  for  docking  and 
repairing  the  (liip  Northington,  for  the 
propofcd  expedition,  including  other 
•tradefm^n's  bills,  as  vouched  by  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Simon  Fraier  yj^   o  ^ 


The  amount  charged  by  Blanket,  &c. 
was  988I.,  but  no  more  was  paid  him 
V0L.XLI.  4X 
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than  776I.    Thefe  charges  had  no  con-  *         s,  d. 
cern  with  the  expence  laid  out  on  the 
fiup  after  it  was  trunifenxd  to  che  Com*^ 
pany's  fervicc.  . 

No.  4.  To  paid  Phillips,  Snnpfol^,  artd  CUftip^ 
ny,  for  lofs  on  beer  and  calks  purchaled 
from  them;  and  returned  on  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  ;  voi|ched  by  account 
of  Phillips,  Simpfon,  and  Co.,  and  by 
a  certified  extract  from  their  books  —  6^2  o  o 
No.  S*  To  thc  lofs  on  a  {hare  of  the  Golden  Eagle 
prfvateer,  vouched  by' bill  of  fale  and 
letter  from  Captain  Killick ,  —      ^SS  <> 

'V{Oi  6.    To  the  demurraec  on  the  Trimmers  pri- 
V^t^r^'at  Faimotttb,  during  120  days, 
•and:  the-  confequeat  expences  ariiing 
inm  or(Jers  to  hold  thefc  (hips  in  rea- 
dincls  for  the  expedition  3100   o  o 

-  '  This,  charge  is  vouched  by  a  ftate- 
mcnt  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  late 
Mr.  ^layne.    A  reference  will  be  made 
^,  to   the  books  and  affignees  of  Mr. 

M^nc,  if  required ;  but  tke  abfence 
.  of  the  gentlemen  enirufled  with  thefc 
books  has  hitherto  prevented  Mr.  Ful- 
larton  from  having  recourfe  to  them. 
To  paid  Mr,  Jover,  for  thirty  rifles  fur- 
niflied  for  the  expedition ,  vouched  by 
Mr.  Jover's  receipt  — — .     153  00 

As  thefe  articles  could  neither  be  re-  ' 
turned  nor  difpofcd  of,  they  were  car- 
ried out  with  the  regiment,  and  after- 
wards entirely  damaged,  during  the 
iBonfoon,  in  the  Company's  llorc  cel- 
lars at  Fort  St.  George. 

No»  8.  To  pa;d  Meffrs,  Bifshcpp.and  Brummell, 
on  account  of  bills  paid  for  articles,  fur- 
niOitd  tor  the  expedition  ;  vouched  by 
certiHcate  from  Mr.  Bownas,  chief 
Clerk  arid  Book-keeper  to  Meflh.  Bifs- 
hopp  and  Brum mcll  ■         ii2y    o  o 

■  Norft^.  To- paid  Meffrs.  Bifshopp  and  Brummell, 
the  lofs  on  raifing  the  firli  five  compa- 
nies of  the  98ih  regiment;  vouched 
and  certified  as  the  preceding  charge     31OO    o  0 

No.  10.  To  paid  Meflrs.  Mayne  and  Graham,  the 
lofs  on  raifmg  the  laft  five  companies, 
or  augmentation  of  the  98th  regiment, 
ordered  after  the  expedition  in  the  firft 
form  was  laid  afidc,  and  when  it  was 
intended  by  Government  co  be  fcnt  to 
Sgu(h  America  by  the  way  of  India— 


No.  7. 
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in  confequence.  of  which  the  98th  and     £k  s. 
1 00th  regimcnb  were  augmented,  cop-  - 
pcred  tranfports  were  prepared,  various 
arrangements  made,  and  orders  For  pre- 
paration actually  tranfmictcd  to  India  j  . 
Vouched  by  account  current  of  MefiVg,    -  *" 
...  Maynie  «nd  Graham         ^        —    1049   o  o 

Amount  of  Principal    —       13320   o  o 
Tq-^ntereA  on  that  principal 
Turn,  from  X A  Jan.  1781 

till  I  ft  Jan.' 1794,  being  '   '    -  '  ' 

M37eAr8,  at 6661.  per anti.;f. 8^58    o   O  • 
Deduct  the  funis  paid  to  MefTrs. 
IJalliclays  and  Company, 
'  and  Meffrs.  ParRer*  and  :  .  .  , 

'  -Gom^ny,  on  account  of 

•  intereft  over  and  above  the 
prihcrjml  fum  due  to  them, 

placed  to  Colonel  Fulfei*-    *    .    \  '  ' 

ton's  'credit  m  thtj-abbve  *  ' 

artidc' '    — '-.i-^^     733  .0  "  ' 

Total  amount  now  cjanmf4*by 'Mr.  FuliaV-tott' ,  -'ii  245  '  6, .  % 

With  refpcia  to  the  .two. charges  }&,t.be  preceding,acc5ifu<y.aie  oio  for 
3,1  ool.  paid  to^Bifsinopp  and  Bru{nm)i^U,^Qd.  the  J9(her  for  Uoj^L  paid  toi 
Mbyne  and  Graham,.  Mr.. FAillarton  cQnecives,  that  if  Jhe. terms  on  wJblch 
he  engaged  to  raifc  tt^e  regiment  hW  been  fulfilled  by  government,.  He 
iVoiild  have  had  no  cl^im  whatever,  tp  any  iildemDfficaciQO  ibr  expenceai 
incurred  in  completing  the  jcgtrps;^  mBui,  as  every  thing  tindertaken  ort 
his  part  was  pointedly  perforro^d^  and  as  he  renounced:  a  very '  eligible 
iituation  in  the  diplomatic  fer vice,  Ifx  order  to  engage  in  t^e  expeditioii 
.t9  South  America,  he  humbly  fug^ell$,  that  Che  failixre  of. engagement^ 
li^hicb  the  ft^ce  of  public  affairs  ocoa&oned  on  the  pf^rtof  Government,  eo-* 
titles  him,  .if ^t  tofuch  a  diplomatic  (iti^tion  ai  he.relinquiflnid,  orto 
tbe  rftpkin  the  army  which  ha<  beet)  ^ykhheld  from  him  alone,  and  coo-, 
firmed  .to  ev^ry  .Plher  officer  whoever  raifed  a. regular  corps,  at  ieaftto 
an  inderouiAcation  for  the  cxpencct  Qscaiioned  by  thje  very  peculiar  clr<*' 
ciunftancjBS  under  which  the  98th  regiment  was  completed ;  .  efpecially 
as  othej'  corp^  raifed  without  any  ftipulations  whatejver  on  the  part cf' 
Government,  and  not  reflri^ed  in.  point,  of  time,  received  three  gui-» 
neas  bounty  per  man.  ..  ... 

.  For  the  uufUfual  difpafch  with  which  the  regiment  wa9  raifed,  and 
the  very  iivourable  reports  made  of  it  by  the  reviewing  Generals^ 
Mr.  Fullarton  be^s  leave  to  refer  to  the  teilimony  of  Lord  Amberd, 
then  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  Lord  Hawkefbury,  then  at  the  hcgd 
of  the  War  Department* 

W.  FULLARTON. 

} 
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A  Copy  o£  the  REPORT  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Army  Ac- 
counts, relative  to  afumof  15,750!.  paid  to  Colond  WIL« 
LIAM  FULLARTON,  in  re- payment  of  the  fums  dilburicd 
by  him  in  1780^  in  railing  a  corps  of  twelve  hundred  men,  and 
other  Services,  relative  to  a  fecret  expedition^  as  mentioned  ui 
the  account  of  the  army  cxtraordinaries. 

My  LoRDi,  ComptroUert  Office^  ijth  Msb^  i  794. 

YOUR  Lordfhips*  commands,  fignified  by  Mr.  Long's  Icitcifof  i4tli 
Auguft  i793»  were  duly  receiyed  at  this  office:  WhcKin  Mr.  Lcuig 
tranfmittcd  a  meinonal  ot  Colonel  William  Fullarton,  prayiiif  payment 
of  fundry  fums  diiburfed  by  him  for  the  public  fervice  in  the  year  1780, 
amounting,  with  intereft  thereon,  to  21,245!. :  Andxfignified  jour  Lord- 
fhips^diredions  to  the  Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts,  totaicethe  ikne 
into  their,  conlideration,  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon* 

The  Comptrollers,  not  !>eing  folicited  by  Colonel  Pullarton  to  tlie 
coniideration  of  this  bufinefs'Untiltlic.jdof  0£koberfollovdng,  andbein^ 
unable  to  enter  into  the  inveftigation  of  his  clains  without  fundry  pa« 
pers,  wliich  did  not  accompany  the  memorial,  they,  on  the  8th  of  Odo- 
ber,  acquainted  him  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  as  foon  as  the 
Touchefs  i^ere  fumiihed— and  in  this  fituation  the  bufinefs  reded  till  the 
3^d  of  February  laft,  wlien  Mr.  FuUarton,  in  a  letter  of  tltat  date,  tranf* 
mitted  fundry  papers  in'fuppbrtof  his  claims  ^  and  afterwards  attended 
us  perfonaliy  on  the  fubje^  of  them. 

Having  taken  into  our  confideration  as  well  the  papers  referred  frocQ 
your  Lordfliips^  Board,  as  chofe  recrived  irom  Mr  .Fuliarton :  Andhav- 
sng  hu4  feveral  interviews  with  tlie  memorialift,  and  received  anfwers  id 
fiindry  queries  which  we  found  it  neceibry  t6  maice,- together  with  foine 
additional  documents ,  and  at  length  having  before  us  what  Mr.  Fallartoa 
informs  us,  eompletes  all  which  it  will  ever  be  in  his  power  to  obtaint** 
We  now  rtpoit  to  your  Lordihi^  on  the  whdle  matter,  at  follows : 

Mr.  Fuilaston^  in  the  memorial  bv  which  liehasnowbrouj^htforwaid 
tl^is  bufmefs:; '  und  alfo  in  a  memorial  referred  to  therein,  which  was  ad- 
drefied  by  him  to  His  Majcfty's  Cabinet  Minifters  in  17I7  ;  fbies,  that 
a  ilsCret  eapcdition  being  intended  againft  the  Spaniih  fettfements  in  South 
America,  a  propofition  was,  on  j8tb  JiAiuary  17S0,  made  by  him  to 
His  Majeily's  then  Minifters,  by  which  Mr.  Fullartoa  and  bis  aflbciates 
agteed  to  riufe  a  corps  of  1200  men^  at  their  own  expence,  under certss 
conditions  with  rtgard  to  ranlcof  officers  and  fubfifience  of  men-^ocon* 
vey  this  corps  to  fuch  place  as  Government  ihould  dire6^—- tofumilh  cer- 
tain Teifels — and  lo  fupply  fioKs,  ordnance,  and  proviiioa,  except  can* 
Aon,  for  their  three  largcfl  fliips-^upon  condition  of  their  receiving 
30,0001.  at  certain  ^ated  periods ;  and  upon  fome  fttpulated  regulatioos 
ibr  the  payment  of  the  feamen,  and  for  the  dif^ribution  of  prixe  money, 
&c.r-^hat  this  propofition  was  accepted  by  the  Cabinet  on  39th  Januaij 
1780 ;  and  that  be  received  dire^ions  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  it 
with  all  difpatch*  That  the  conditions  were  performed  on  his  part  by 
raifing  the  98th  regiment,  and  by  purchafing  vefiels,  fiores,  &c« ;  in  the 
execution  ot  which  he  incurred  fundry  expences,  which,  with  intereft 
thereon  to  thi»  time,  amount  to  the  fum  prayed  for  in  the  memorial.^ 
That  diificukies  ari^ng  from  what  department  the  money  was  to  be  hif- 
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Bifliedy  and  the  expedition  beiog  laid  aCde,  no  part  of  tlie  terms  wer« 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  Government;  and  he  alTures  us,  in  his  anfwers  to 
our  queries,  that  he  has  neither  directly  or  indirectly  ever  received  anr 
fum  or  fums  of  money  towards  the  ezpences  he  incurred,  but  hat  dii* 
burfed  the  whole  out  of  his  private  fortune. 

In  fupport  of  thefe  allegations,  Mr.  Fullarton  does  not  produce  any 
original  documents^,  exifting  at  the  time  thefe  tranfadtions  were  carryin|( 
on. — A  copy  of  a  paper,  intituled,  **  Propofition  delivered  to  hord  North, 
on  28th  January  1780.*'— Of  another  paper,  intituled The  fubfiance 
of  a  converfation  betwixt  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  on  the  30ih 
January  1 780  — and  an  extrad  of  a  letter/ addrelTed  to  I<.ord  North,  and 
dated  id  November  1^80 ;  are  the  only  papers  exhibited  in  fupport  of 
this  part  of  the  memorials,  which,  by  their  dates,  purport  to  have  exi  Aed 
at  the  time :  But  Mr.  Fullarton,  in  proof  of  the  aurhenticitv  of  thefe 
papers,  and  of  the  circumftances  therein  fet  forth,  tranfmits  the  follow* 
ifig  original  letterSi  which  appear  to  have  been  obtained  in  order  to  juftifv 
the  allegations  of  the  memorial  addreiTed  to  His  Ma jefty 's  Cabinet  Mint- 
ilers  in  1787,  and  which,  though  dated  fb  long  after  the  tranfadion  as 
in  1787  and  17S8,  verify  the  circumftances  flated  in  thofc  copies: 
rix. 

ifi.  A  letter  from  Lord  North  to  Mr.  Brummell,  his  private  Secre- 
tary, dated  13th  July  1788;  which  mention8—-Tbat  an  expedition  waa 
projected  in  the  manner  flated  by  Mr.  Fullarton — That  it  was  approved 
by  the  Cabinet — That  fuch  approbation  was  (ignified  to  Mr.  Fullarton~ 
ihat  the  expedition  was  laid  afide ;  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  with  his  re^« 
ibent,  employed  upon  another  fcrvice — That  when  the  expedition  wa* 
laid  afide,  Mr.  Fullarton  could  not  have  been  re-imburfed  for  the  fumt 
he  h^d  advanced  in  the  preparation— "and.  That  he  feemed  to  Lord  North 
to  have  a  very  equitable  claim  to  repayment. 

ad.  A  letter  from  Lord  Stormont,  dated  x$th  Taauary  1788— which 
ilates  his  perfe6l  remembrance  of  the  propoiition  being  difculTcd  and  ap« 
proved  in  Cabinet,  and  a  minute  taken  upon  it,  copy  which  was  delivered 
to  His  Majefty. 

»3d.  A  note  from  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  Comptroller  of  the  navy, 
d!ited  ift  May  1787,  which  certifies  to  the  objedtions  to  the  advancing 
30,0001.  by  the  Navy  Board. 

In  addition  to  thefe  original  letters,  Mr.  Fullarton,  in  his  anfwers  to 
otif  queries,  Hates  his  confidence  that  your  Lordfhips  are  perfc6^1y 
fatisfied  that  the  authority  under  which  this  bufinefs  was  undertakea 
tjtifkcd. 

From  a  confideration  of  all  which  teftimonies  taken  together,  we  are 
of  opinion,  Mr.  Fullarton  has  eftablidied  the  authority  under  which  he 
incurred  the  expences  of  which  he  prays  the  payment ;  and  that  he  hat 
Bot  yet  been  re-imburfed. 

The  feveral  articles  of  expence  incurred  by  Mr,  Fullarton,  as  ftated 
in  the  account  annexed  to  his  memorials,  are  as  follows ;  upon  which 
we  (hall  take  leave  to  repon  fingly  ;  fetting  fonh  in  what  manner  they 
arc  fopportcd  by  documents,  which  are  declared  by  the  memoriallft  **  to 
be  all  which  it  will  erer  be  in  his  power  to  obtain  referring  to  the  ac- 
count itfelf  for  the  articles  more  in  detail. 
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Upon  inreftigation  of  this  paper,  we  tre,  howeTeff  of  epSnioo,  thiC 
tcdoei  not  fubitantiate  a  loft  of  more  thati  222.  3s.  6d.  which  lofs  aroie 
by  the  purchafe  of  700  caiks,  and  the  fubfequcDt  fale  of  {00  of  them. 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Fullarton  bought  of  MeiTrs,  Philiips  and  Co.  2CO 
hogfiieads  of  beer,  which  beer  was  delivered  by  his  order  to  MeiTrs.  Greea 
mad  Wiggins,  Brewers,  at  Weftminfter,  in  200  calks,  the  whole  at  the 
fiune  price  as  Colonel  FuUarton  is  charged  by  Phillips  and  Co.  for  the 
beer  alone.  And  the  value  of  thcfe  200  hogfheads  of  beer,  with  the  cafla 
fo  delivered  to  MeiTrs.  Green  and  Co.  not  being  brought  to  the  credit  of 
the  Public  in  any  lhape,  occafions  the  difl^rence  between  the  claim  mad^ 
under  this  article  and  the  fum  of  2221. 33.  6d.  before  mentioned. 

Mr.  ParnelU  in  a  fubfequent  letter  to  Mr.  Fulbrton,  has  ibted  thk 
tranfadioB  in  a  different  manner ;  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  in  explanation  of 
this  article,  declares  that  he  never  received,  diredly  nor  indiredly,  aoj 
fum  or  Turns  of  money  for  the  200  hogiheads  of  beer ;  and  that  be  it 
ready  to  make  oath  that  he  fufbdned  a  lofs  of  the  whole  fum  claimed  ib 
this  article. 

i  We  muft  therefore  take  leave  to  fubmit  this  matter  for  your  Lordlhipi 
determination  ;  obferving,  that  as  a  fum  of  money  appears  upon  Mt* 
Farneirs  copy  of  the  account  to  have  been  received  by  Meflh.  Phillips 
and  Co*  from  Mr.  Fullarton  in  the  year  1780,  the  claim  for  interelt  may 
be  calculated  upon  whatever  fum  lhall  be  allowed  from  i ft  January 
the  period  mentioned  by  the  memorialift* 

5.— Lofs  on  a  (hare  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  privateer  *•  ^55^» 

By  the  original  bill  of  fale  produced  to  us  by  Mr«  Fullarton,  it  appears 
that  on  the  1 7th  December  1779  he  purchafed,  for  the  fum  of  ic^l.,  one 
twentieth  (bare  of  the  privateer  Golden  Eagle  ;  and  by  a  letter  from  Ro- 
bert Killick,  the  Commander  at  the  time  of  the  purchafe,  dated  2  id  June 
1793,  it  appears  that  (he  was  taken  by  an  American  a  few  weeks  after  (he 
failed.  Mr.  Fullarton  dates  in  his  memorial  of  1787,  that  he  took  a 
iliare  in  this  privateer  to  induce  the  owners  to  engage  in  the  undertaking ; 
but  that  the  (hip,  on  her  return  to  England  for  the  purpofe,  became  a 
capture  to  the  enemy 

in  refpe^  to  this  lofs,  we  fubmit  to  your  Lordfliips  our  opinion,  that 
there  is  not  fufficient  ground  for  admitting  it  as  a  claim  againil  the  Pub- 
lic :  For,  although  Mr.  Fullarton  dates  that  he  took  a  (hare  in  thia  pri- 
vateer to  induce  the  owners  to  engage  in  the  expedition,  it  appears  1^ 
Captain  KiHick*s  letter,  that  (lie  was  fitted  out  for  a  cruize  after  Mr.  Ful- 
larton's  purchafe,  and  was  taken  a  few  weeks  after  (he^ failed:  It  might 
therefore  haved  proved  a  lucrative  fpeculation  to  Mr*  FuUanon  ;  and  at 
the  Public  in  that  cafe  would  have  had  no  pretenfion  to  the  gain,  the/ 
ought  not,  as  we  conceive,  to  be  burdened  with  the  lofs. 

No.  6. — Demurrage  on  the  Trimmers 
Privateers     —  jC.3>ioo« 

On  this  head  Mr.  Fullarton,  in  his  memorial  of  1787,  dates,  that 
**  The  Grand  Trimmer  and  Little  Trimmer  privateers  were  completely 
manned,  and  kept  in  readinefs  for  the  fervice.''  In  a  letter  dated  i9tb 
IMay  i;8o,  unfigned,  and  without  add refs,  but  certified  to  be  the  hand 
writing  of  Mr.  Robert  Mayne,  and  exhibited  by  Mr«  FuUanon  in  fup* 
port  of  this  article;  Mr.  Maync  dates,  that      it  is  impoi&blc  to  gite^ 
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with  mtnutis,  all  the  expcnces  incurred  on  the  Grand  Trimmer  and  the 
Trimmer  by  their  detention  for  the  propoTed  expedition,  which  has  oc-* 
cafioned  dilburiementt  to  the  ownert  ot  great  magnitude  which  he 
cnumeraletin  gooeral,  and  anakea  them  amonnt  to  3100I.  via. 

GRAND  TRIMMER. 

Advance  money  paid  160  men,  at  7  guineas        jC*<'7^  ^  ^ 
Provifions  for  dictoy  for  120  days,  during  her  de- 
tention, at  9d.  per  day  per  roan  — '           720  o  a 
Demurrage,  wear  and  tear                                560  o  o 


2$0O    o  o 

THE  TRIMMIR* 

Advance  money  to  the  crew         — '■  360  o  o 

Demurrage,  wear  and  tear,  and  maintenance  of  the 
crew  for  a  months  -  — .      240   o  o 


3100   o  O 

And  by  another  paper  exhibited,  and  ligned  Henry  Smcdlcy  and  John 
Shelly  (who,  Mr.  Fallartou  informs  us,  were  fucccfUvcIy  Comraaudcra 
of  the  Grand  Trimmer)  and  dated  7th  March  1794,  thoic  Commanders 
certify  that  the  fard  cftimatc  is  moderate. 

The  above  are  the  only  documents  produced  in  fupport  of  this  article,. 
Allowtng  a  credit  to  them  equal  to  more  regular  vouchers,  it  may  be 
inferred  from  what  they  (hue,  that  the  privateers  in  queftion  were  de- 
tained for  120  days  for  the  propofed  expedition — That  a  general  cfti. 
mate  of  the  dilburfemcnt  of  the  owners  on  this  account  amounted  to 
^,iool.  and  that  this  eftimate  was  moderate.  There  is  no  proof  or  even 
intimation  whatever  in  thefe  papers  that  Mr.  FoHarton  was  a  part  owner, 
or  that  he  paid  the  money  to  the  owners ;  it  might  be  a  fpeculation  in 
the  owners  of  thefe  privateera,  as  well  as  of  Mr.  Fullarton  himfeff,  to 
engage  them  in  the  expedition  then  in  contemplation :  We  therefore 
thought  it  our  duty  to  call  on  Mr.  Fullarton  to  produce  fome  receiptsor 
Touchers,  to  aieertaiu  that  this  money  was  adlually  paid  by  him  on  ao« 
0Ottnt  of  this  fervice  :  In  reply  to  which,  Colonel  Fullarton  acquaints' 
that  he  has  no  receipts  for  the  fums  for  demurrage  of  the  Trimmers, 
that  expence  having  been  di(hurfed  by  Mr.  Mayne,  who  charged  Co- 
lonel Fullaalonr  its  account  therewith  ;  but  this  account  alfb  is  not  ex* 
lubiisd.  Such  being  the  grounds  noon  which  this  claim  is  fupported^ 
m  muA  leave  it  to  your  Lordfliips'  determination,  with  this  obfervation. 
That  if  your  Lorafliips  flull  be  of  opinion  to  allow  this  fum  on  the 
above-ftatedevMfonce,  as  having  been  afhially  difburfed  at  the  time  by 
Mr.  Fullarton,  it  may  be  reafonable  to  add  the  interell  thereto,  from  ill: 

JaousP)!  17^1. 
« 

No.  7. — Paid  Mr.  Jover,  for  30 
Rifles     —  £'^Sp' 

The  purchale  of  thefe  rifles  is  fupported  by  the  bill  of  parcels,  with 
»  difcharge  at  the  foot  of  it.  And  in  a  letter  from  Captain  P.  Drum'' 
mond,  late  Pay  mailer  of  the  98th  regiment,  to  Mr.  Fullarton,  dated 
a4th  February  1794;  he  ftates  his  recolle^on  that  the  riBes  in  quefiioa 
were  lodged  in  a  bomb  proof  at  Madras,  and  there  deilroyed  by  the  place 
being  filled  with  water  by  the  feverity  of  the  Monfoons  in  X782,.  anil 
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Wemuft,  however,  obfcrrc,  that  the  bill  of  parcels  being  dated  lodi 
February  1781,  affords  reafon  to  doubt  whether  the fc  rifics  were  pur- 
chafed  for  the  fccrct  expedition,  it  having  been  Isdd  alide  befoBc  that 
date :  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  this  claim  cannoc  be  admitiedU 

No.  8. — Sundries  furnifticdfor  the  98th 
Regiment     —  ,^.1,137. 

Mr«.  Fallarton  has  exhibited,  in  fupport  of  this  claims  aUll  of  parcels;^ 
dated  January  178^,  dating  Colonel  FuNarton  debtor  to  Samuel  Rem- 
nant for  fundry  -articles,  amounting  to  1,127].  3^'  ^^^^  *  certificate 
at  th^  bottom,  flating  that  the  faid  articles  were  for  the  98^th  regiment* 
were  extra  anicles,  and  were  paid  for  by  the  Colonel  for  the  intended 
fervice  for  which  that  regiment  was  panicularly  caifed :  which  certifi- 
cate is  figned  by  J.  Duberley,  affignce  to  Samuel  Remnant's  eflate. 

We  are  fatisfied  from  the  aboTe  voucher,  that  the  feveral  artickt 
therein  mentioned  were  fupplied  for  the  98rh  regiment,  and  paid  for  by 
Mr.  Fullarton ;  but  the  date  of  the  bill  of  parcels  being  in  January, 
1781,  affords  reafon  to  doubt  whether  this  elpence  was  any  ways  con« 
ne£ied  with  the  fecrct  expedition  for  which  Mr.  Fullarton  originally 
agreed  to  raife  the  regiment,  which  expeditbn  was  at  that  time  laid 
alide.  The  articles  feem  rather  to  be  intended  for  {lores  for  the  regi- 
ment previous  to  their  embarkation  for  the  Eaft  Indies;  and  many  of 
them  are  of  a  nature  ufually  fupplied  to  foldiers,  and  the  value  deduded 
^rom  their  pay*  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  this  claim  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted. 

No.  9* — Lofs  on  rsnfing  thefirfi  $  Companief 
of  the  98th  Rjcgiment  X-^^ioo* 

No.  10. — Lofs  on  railing  the  lad  5  Companies 
q[  the  '98ch  regiment      j^.  2,049. 

By  a  certificate  from  the  late  William /Bnimmell,  Efq*  Agent  to  tte 
late  9Sth  regiment,  dated  7th  March  17949  it  appears,     that  the  ba- 
'  lance  of  Ct'lonel  FuUarton^s  recruiting  account  lor  raifiog  the  firil  Htv 


iiml  giving  credit  for  the  money  received  for  comiiiiffions^  &e.  That  it 
was  raifed  without  any  levy  money  from  Government,  and  the  balance 
paid  b^  the  Colonel  out  of  his  own  pocket."  And  to  fup|Sbrt  tlie  dainr 
for  raiiine  the  lad  five  companies  an  account  current  is  exhibited,  ind- 
tulciJ,  '*  Debtor — William  FuJIarton  in  regitnental  account,  with  Meflrs^ 
Mayne  ami  Graham  Creditors."  wherein  Mr.  Fullarton  i^deknted  with 
fundry  grofs  funis,  amounting,  with  two  items,  for  intered  to  De- 
cember 1 78 1,  to  the  fum  of  6,117!.  3s*  6d.  aiid  credited  with  certain 
fums  received  for  commilTion,  &c.  &c.  amounting  to  5,0671,  los.  mak* 
ing  a  bahnce  due  from  Colonel  Fullarton  of  1,049!.  13s.  6id.  This  ac- 
count is  attcftcd  on  loih  May  1783,  errors  ei^epted,  by  the  fignati|re 
of  Neil  Malcolm,  Gcoi'gc  Grs^ham,  and  Mark  ^rote,  fupp6(^  to  be 
executors  to  Mayne  and  Graham,  and  if  the  only  document  produced 
to  fnbflanriate  fhis  cljim. 

\J\xm  thefc  two  claims  we  report  to  your  Lordfliipi,  that  we  arc  fa*. 
tijfied,  from  Mr.  Brummell'f  cercificate,  that  the  expenec  of  raifing  the 
fixd  5  companic*  of  tho  98th  regiment  exceeded  the  fums  receired  for 
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commiffions^  jkc.  by  3,1051*  and  that  the  copy  of  McflTrs.  M-^ynf  and  ^ 
<9'rabani,  regimental  account  with  M'.  FuUarron,  although  a  teftimony  ^ 
fiir  inferior  to  the  other,  may,  at  thi«  diftarcc  of  time,  and  for  want  of 
better  evidence,  be  admitted  as  proof  that  the  r^ttra  cxpcnce  of  ruifing  f  he 
lad  five  companies,  amounted  to  1,049!.  13s.  6d.  in  both  4,154!  13'.  6d. 
for  reimburtement  of  whtc  i  Mr.  Fullarton  appears  to  hare  an  cquirablc 
claim  on  the  Public;  it  being  ftated  by  him  that  -the  98rh  regiment  was 
niitied  wirhout  an^  allowaixe  for  levy  monry,  Thr  intcrell  ot  the  whole 
of  -this  fum  is  claimed  from  lil  January  1 78 1,>  of  the  money  advanced  by 
Mayiie  and  Graham,  being  inlerted  in  the  account  current,  and  confe-* 
quendy  included  in  the  balance,  there  can  be  no  pretence  for  claiming 
intereft  on  the  fum  of  1,049].  '3^*       f^'^her  back  than  ifl  January 

Having  reported  our  opinioix  with  refpeft  to  intercft  under  each  claim 
feparately,  it  is  unneceifary  to  make  any  ubfervations  on  Mr*  Fullarton'g 
general  claim  on  that  head,  infer  ted  at  the  end  of  his  account^  and 
•mounting  to  7,925U 


Having  now  laid  before  your  Lordfhips  the  manner  in  which  the 
frveral  claims  of  Mr.  Fullarton  are  fupportcd ;  and  our  opinion  of  the 
Vouchers  exhibited  to  fupport  them  ;  we  muft  take  lea\-*  t6  fubmit  the 
whole  to  your  Lordfhips*  determination,  with  the  following  general  ob« 
fervationt. 

'  If  Mr.  FullartonV  proportion  of  1780  was  laidt)efore  the  Cabinet 
Council  -  was  accepted^  and  orders  given  to  him  to  proceed  therein, 
and  afterwards  fa ilcd,  in  the  manner  we  are  given  to  underdand  from 
the  copies  of  papers  annexed  to 'his  memorial  of  1787 — which  circum- 
Ibmces  we  are  0  bliecd  to  give  credit  to,  upon  confidering  the  original 
letters  from  Lord  North,  Lord  Stormont,  and  Sir  Charles  Middlcton  t 
but  which  your  Lordfhips  may  be  able  to  verify  from  fources  even  morf 
(ktisfa<5lory — it  appears  that  Mr.  Fullarton  undertook  to  raife  the  98th 
regiment,  a6d  to  engage  in  an  intended  expedition,  upon  certain  terms 
and  conditions,  promifi«g  himfelf  re-imburfement  of  his  extraordinary 
expences  from  the  event  of  the  expedition  itlclf.  That  in  performance 
of  hi?  part  of  the  propofition  fundry  artiles  of  fliipping,  &c.  were  pro- 
vided ;  and  the  98th  regiment  aiftually  raifed  without  the  ufiial  allowance 
of  bounty  moncy^  the  coil  of  all  which  was,  ae  Mr.  Fullarton  alledges, 
<3efrayed  frchn  hii  private  fortune ;  as  the  doubis  which  arofe  out  of  vvhac 
fund  the  impreftsilipulated  to  be  advanced  rtiould  be  paid,  caufed  a  delay 
in  liTuing  the  fame  till  the  intention  of  fendincf  the  propo!ed  expedition 
was  laid  afide^  and  being  fo  laid  afide,  all  proiped  was  taken  away  of 
re-imburfemcnt  from  the  fuccefsful  events  which  inight  have  accompa- 
nied it.  Mr.  Fullarton  alfo  flares,  that  the  rank  in  the  army  granted  to 
officers  railing  reguldf  corps,  and  half  pay,  liave  been  withheld  from 
himc  ^^ethat  as  f»r  as  the  docnment^  produced  enable  us  to  jud[;e,  it  ap- 
|>cars  that  Mr.  F uilarton  fullilled  his  part  ot  tKc  propofiiion  of  1 780,  and 
has  never  received  any  compenfation  for  the  expcnccs  he  was  put  to  in 
fo  doing. 

In  regard  to  the  documents  exhibited  by  Mr.  Fullirton  to  prove  his 
feveral  expenditures  and  lofTes,  it  mull  be  obfcrvcd  tliiit  they  are  almofk 
all  of  a  dcicripiion  tar  fliori  of  thofe  reg^ilar  vouchers  which  flmuld  be 
produced  to  iubfumtiate  claims  .gainfl  the  Public ;  und  wu  think  there 
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fuch  certain  fide  as  (hou  and  beer  to  lo(l»  aiid  not  bmighc  to  fime 
account. 

Mr.  Fallarton,  in  reply  to  thefe  objeSiocs,  fiales  tbat  hit  inabtUtj  to 
produce  better  Touchers  arifes  from  the  hurry  in  which  the  bu6aels  was 
tranfa£^d— to  his  departure  fo  foon  afterwards  with  the  regiaicnt  to  the 
Eaft  Indies^the  lapie  of  time,  14  years  ilnce  the  tnnfiidioD~4he  diiid- 
ber  of  perfons  dead — and  the  confuted  manner  in  which  fome  of  them  left 
their  afiairs.  In  reeard  to  the  delay  in  profecutin^  thefe  claims,  Mr. 
Fulkrton  accounts  u>r  it  till  17B7,  by  ftatingthat  his  contiBU%Dce  upon 
foreign  iervice  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  to  bring  them  forward  be- 
fore  that  year :  But  the  reafons  why  they  have  not  been  purfued  ffom  tbat 
period  to  the  prefent  time  do  not  appear.  Objedions  naturally  mnk 
againfl  claims  luflered  to  lay  fo  long  dormant ;  but  theie,  together  with 
the  infufficiency  of  the  vouchers,  muft  be  fubmitted  to  your  Lordihifs 
confideration  and  judgement,  how  far  they  are  applicable  to  invalidate 
f  he  prefent  claims. 

We  fubjoin  a  lift  of  Mr.  Fullarton's  claims,  as  dated  by  htmfolf,  and 
as  reported  on  by  us :  And  when  we  arc  informed  of  your  Lordfhipf  de* 
termination  thereon,  we  (hall  be  able  to  calculate  the  interefl  to  any  par* 
ticular  day,  on  fuch  part  as  may  be  allowed,  on  leceiving  your  Lord* 
ihips*  directions  for  that  purpofe. 


We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  refpe^ 
My  Lords, 
Your  Lordlhips  rooft  obedient,  and 


Moft  humble  Servants^ 
JOHN  DICK. 


JOHN  MARTIN  LEAUL 
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TRANSLATION  of  the  Articles  of  flic  Conilitiidoa  of  die 
Kingdom  of  CORSICA. 

THE  Reprefentatlves  •f  t]i«  frM  iadMeBdeot  Corfican  aaciM,  kvw 
fully  aflembled  in  a  j^eneral  meeting,  ana  fpecially  authorifed  to  ibm 
the  prefent  Conftitutioual  ad,  have  unanimoufly  decreed,  under  hwox 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  in  manner  following : 

CHAPTER  I. 
Of  the  nature  of  the  Conftituthn^  and  of  its  component  ]»wrs» 

Article  I.  THE  Conftitution  of  Corfica  is  Monarchial,  according  CD 
the  followingfundamcntal  lawt. 

Art*  II.  The  legiflative  ppwer  \%  veiled  in  the  King,  and  in  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  People*  kvfully  eledbed  and  convened. 

Art.  III.  The  LegidaturCf  compofed  of  the  King,  and  of  the  Rcpre- 
lentaliv«i  of  the  People,  is  denominated  The  Parliament :  ThfrafTcinbly 
of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  is  named  The  Houfe  of  Parliament^ 
iAdtht  Reprefentatives  are  Ay  led  Members  of  the  Parliament* 

CHAPTER  11. 
Qf  M#  wmher  and  ekHhn  of  the  ^arTtamenty  and  of-  its  fknBions^ 

Artkhi  1%  THE  number  of  Members  of  the  Parliament  is  fixed  at  rw6 
for  each  j^^^  (di(lri£l)  accordii>g  to  the  divtfion  of  the  territorv,  which 
fhall  be  fonoed  under  the  denomination  of  picvi  (diftrias).  The 
on  the  ftt  coail,  the  population  of  which  (hall  amount  to  three  thoufacd 
fouUa^d  upwards,  have  the  privilege  of  fending  two  Member  to  Parlia- 
meal.  The  Bifliops,  who  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  fees  ia  Corfic% 
(hall  be  Mtmbeis  of  Parliament. 

Art*  lit  The  Members  of  Parliament  (hall  be  elc^cd  by  ever)-  Cor- 
fictn  citlMa,  who  has  attained  the  term  of  twenty-five  years  of  age,  who 
ihall  have  refided  one  year  at  lead  in  the  pieve  (dl(lii<St)  or  town,  ani 
whearthodholders. 

Aft*  III«  No  perfon  (hall  be  eligible  as  a  Member  of  the  Parliamem^ 
if  he  do  not  poAcfs  fix  thoufand  livrest  at  leaft,  of  landed  pnopcny  ia 
the  dtftri£l  which  he  (liall  reprefent,  and  pay  taxes  in  proportion  to  that 
amount ;  .if  he  be  not  born  of  a  Corfican'tather,  and  virtually  an  iaha* 
bitant,  that  is  to  fay,  if  he  has  not  been  a  houfeholder  for  five  yw^  at 
leaft  in  the  faid  di(lri6t :  and  if  he  has  vnSt  attained  the  age  of  t«cnty-fivo 
years  complete. 

Art.  I V .  Lodgers,  except  thofe  whoare  inmates  for  life,  perfom  em- 
ployed in  collecting  the  revenues,  the  receivers  and  gatherers  of  taxes, 
thofe  who  enjoy  penfions,  oriwho  are  in  the  fervice  of  a  foreign  poireiv 
and  Prieds,  cannot  be  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Parliaments 

Art.  V.   The  form  of  clcaion  fliall  be  fettled  by  a  law. 

Art.  VI.  If  a  Member  of  the  Parliament  dies,  or  becomes  incapable, 
according  to  law,  of  bein^  a  Member  of  Parliament,  another  Member 
(hall  be  elcCted  by  his  diilri<ft,  within  fifteen  days,  by  the  IQng*s  aa* 
tbority. 
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Art,  VII.  The  Houfe  of  Parliament  has  the  power  of  enaftiDg  all 
xht  a^s,  which  are  intended  to  have  force  of  law. 

Art.  Vill.  The  decrees  of  the  Houfe  of  Parliament  (hall  nof  have 
force  of  law,  unlefs  fan^tioned  by  the  King. 

Art.  IX.  Any  decree,  that  has  not  been  made  by  the  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  and  received  the  King's  fan^lion,  fliall  not  be  confidered 
as  law,  nor  carried  into  execution  as  fuch. 

Art.  X.  No  im|x)rition,  tajf,  or  public  contribution  (hall  be  levied, 
%vichout  the  confent  of  the  Parliament,  and  without  being  fpecially 
granted  by  it. 

Art.  XI.  The  Parliament  has  ^he  power  of  impeachment,  in  the 
name  of  the  nation,  of  every  agent  of  Government,  guilty  of  preva- 
rication, before  the  extraordinary  tribunal  hereafter  mentioned; 

Art.  XII.  The  cafes  of  prevarication  (hall  be  determined  by  the 
laws. 

chapter' in. 

Of  the  Duration  and  Convocation  of  the  Parliament. 

Article  I.    THE  duration  of  one  Parliament  fliall  be  two  years* 

Art.  II.   The  King  mav  di(rolve  the  Parliament. 

Art.  III.  In  cafe  of  a  di(rolution  of  the  Parliament,  the  King  (hall 
convene  another  within  forty  days. 

Art.  IV.  Thofe  perfons  who  were  Members  of  the  dilTolved  Par- 
liament, may  be  ele6led  Members  of  the  ,fucceeding  one. 

Art.  V.  If  the  Parliament  terminates  without  a  di(rolution,  another 
fball  be  convened  by  His  Majefty's  command,  within  forty  days. 

Art.  VI.    The  King  may  prorogue  the  Parliament. 

Art.  VI L  The  Parliament  cannot  be  convoked  or  a(rembled,  but 
by  the  King's  command. 

Art.  VIII.  The  interval  between  the  calling  of  the  Houfe  and  its 
prorogation,  or  in  cafe  of  not  being  prorogued,  to  its  di(folution,  or  if 
It  be  not  di(lblved,  until  its  natural  expiration,  is  denominated  the  feifioa 
of  Parliament. 

Art.  IX.  The  Vice-Roy,  or,  in  cafe  of  illnefs,  the  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed by  him  for  that  purpofe,  fball,  in  perfon,  open  the  feffion,  and 
declare  the  reafons  for  its  convocation. 

Art.  X.  The  Houfe  of  Parliament  may  adjourn  itfelf,  and  re-a(Iem- 
ble,  during  the  fame  feilion. 

Art.  XI.  The  Houfe  fliall  decide  upon  the  cpntefled  eleftions  of  its 
Members. 

•Art*  XII.  The  Members  of  Parliament  fliall  not  be  fubjedl  to  arreft 
or  imprifonment  for  debt,  during  the  continuance  of  their  being  Repre- 
fentatives. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

On  the  Mode  of  Deliheration^  Freedom  of  Dehate^  and  Internal  Re^laticns 

of  Parliament, 

Article  I.  AFTER  the  opening  of  Parliament  by  the  Vice-Roy,  or 
by  his  Commiilioners,  as  is  herein  before  mentioned,  the  Members  pre- 
fent  (hall  unite  themfelves  under  the  preddcncy  of  a  Deacon,  who  fliall 
ele6l  a  proviiional  Secretary  from  amongfl  them  ;  they  fliall  proceed  to 
the  nomination  of  a  Prcfident,  and  of  one  or  two  Secretaries.  Tbp  Se- 
cretaries (hall  not  be  chofen  from  the  Members  of  Parliament,  and  may 
be  difmifled  by  a  vote  of  the  fame. 

VoL.XLI.  4Z  n  } 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


722  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  1795 


Art.  II •  The  Parliament  aiTemblcd  in  all  the  before^mentioned  ca<cs 
has  the  power  of  pailing  acts,  and  of  debate,  whenever  above  half  of  iu 
Members  arc  prclcnt. 

Art.  III.  Every  Member  ele^ed  and  not  appearing  (hall have  nocke 
from  the  Prelldcnt  of  the  Chamber,  to  repair  10  his  poll  within  fifteen 
days. 

Art.  IV.  In  cafe  of  non-appearance,  or  of  not  fending  a  lawful  cx- 
ciHe,  fatisfa^tory  to  the  Houfc,  fuch  Members  fliallbe  condemned  to  a 
fine  of  2 CO  livres. 

Art.  V.  The  Parliament  may  grant  leave  of  abfence,  and  perrou  the 
ab fence  of  fuch  Members  who  folicit  h,  provided  more  than  one  half  of 
its  Members  remain  prefent. 

Art.  VI.  Every  propofition  made  in  Parliament  (ball  be  decided  by 
the  majority  of  the  Members  prefent.  The  Prcfidcnt,  in  cafe  of  an  equal 
diviliou,  fllall  give  his  cading  vote. 

Art.  VII.  The  forms  and  procedures  of  enading  laws,  and  of  deter- 
mining other  matters  in  the  Houfe,  which  may  not  be  fixed  by  the  pre- 
fent Conilitucioa,  iliall  be  regulated  by  the  Huufe  itfelf. 

Arr.  VIII.  The  King's  fandtion,  or  the  refufal  of  it,  fliall  be  an- 
nounced in  perfon  by  the  King's  Rcprcfentative  in  the  Houfc  of  Parlia- 
ment,  or  by  a  fpecial  commiifion,  in  cafe  of  Ccknefs. 

Art.  IX '  The  form  of  the  fandlion  fliall  be,  "The  King  approves;** 
that  of  refuflilt  *'  The  King  will  examine."  The  bills  fandioned  by  the 
King  are  ftylcd  ac^sof  Parliament. 

Art.  X.  No  Member  of  Parliament  flwll  be  called  to  account^  or  pu- 
nifhcd,  by  the  King's  fervants  or  by  any  other  authority,  for  the  opini- 
.  ons  inanifeilcd  or  the  do&ines  profciTed  in  the  Houfc,  except  by  autho- 
rity of  the  Houfe  it fclf. 

Art.  XI.  The  Prefident  of  thp  Parliament  has  the  privilege  of  calling 
to  order  any  of  its  Members,  when  he  may  think  proper. 

The  Houfe  may  cenfurc,  arrcll,  and  imprifoa  any  of  its  own  Mem- 
bers, during  the  SeiHon. 

CHAPTER  V. 
Of  the  Kxerc  'ifc  of  the  Executive  Powers 

Article  I.  THE  King  fliall  have  his  immediate  Reprcfcntativc  ia 
i    Corfica,  with  the  title  of  Vice- Roy. 

Art.  II.  The  Vice-Roy  fliall  have  the  power  of  fan6lioning  or  rcfu- 
iing  the  Royal  AfTent  to  the  decrees  of  the  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Art.  III.  He  fliall  moreover  have  the  power  to  exercife,  in  the  King's 
name,  all  the  afts  of  Government  yhich  are  within  the  jurifdiflion  of  the 
Royal  Authority  :  There  fliall  be  a  Board  of  Council,  and  a  Secretary  of 
State,  nominated  by  the  King  ;  and  in  the  Vice-Roy's  orders,  mention 
fliall  be  made  that  he  has  taken  the  opinion  of  the  faid  Board  of  Conacilj 
and  thefe  orders  fliall  be  counterfigned  by  the  Secretary. 

Art.  IV.  The  nation  has  the  right  of  petitioning,  as  well  the  Vlcc- 
Roy,  as  the  Houfe  of  Parliament :  The  conflituted  and  acknowled^ 
corps  of  the  law  may  petitioii  in  a  body  ;  but  the  other  corps  in  their  in* 
dividual  capacity  only;  and  a  petition  fliall  never  be  prcfcntcd  by  more 
than  twenty  perfons,  however  numerous  the  fignatures  may  be  to  it. 

Art.  V.  The  Houfe  of  Parliament  may  addrefs  the  King  to  cecal  Hii 
Vice-Roy ;  in  fuch  an  event,  the  Houfe  (hall  addrefs  His  Majefty  in  Hit 
Privy  Couacil  alfemblcd :  The  Vicc-Koy  A)aU  be  obliged  to  tranfouC  tU 
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Addreft  to  the  King,  upon  the  requifition  of  the  Houfe,  wtthln  the  term 
of  fifteen  days  after  fuch  reciuifition,  and  the  Houfe  may  itfelf  tranfmit 
it  to  the  King,  even  througn  the  channel  of  a  deputation  ;  but  in  every 
cafe  the  Houfe  is  bound  to  prefent  to  the  Vice-Roy,  fifteen  days  prcvi- 
ouily  to  the  dcp^irture  of  the  Addrefs,  a  copy  of  the  fame,  and  of  the  pa- 
pers which  arc  to  accompany  it. 

Art.  VI.  The  King  has  the  cxclufive  dircftion  of  all  military  ar- 
rangements, and  is  to  provide  for  the  internal  and  external  Iccurity  of 
the  country. 

Art.  VII.  The  King  declares  war,  and  makes  pence :  He  (hall  not  be 
authorized,  however,  in  any  event,  nor  on  any  account  whatlbever,  to 
give  up,  alienate,  or  in  any  manner  prejudice  the  unity  and  indivifibility 
of  Corfica  and  its  dependencies. 

Art.  VIII.  The  King  appoints  to  all  the  offices  of  Government. 

Art.  IX.  The  ordinary  employments  of  Jutlice,  and  of  the  Admini- 
flration  of  the  public  money,  fliall  be  conferred  upon  natives  of  Coriicay 
or  perfons  naturalized  Corlicanfi,  in  virtue  of  the  laws. 

CHAPTER  VI, 

Of  the  Adminijiratton  of  Jujiice,  and  of  the  D'lv'fjlon  of  the  Tribunals* 

Art.  I.  Juftice  iliall  be  admin iftcred  in  the  King's  name,  and  the  or- 
ders carried  into  execution,  by  officers  appointed  by  him,  in  conformity 
to  the  laws. 

Art.  IL  There  fhall  be  a  Supreme  Tribunal,  compofed  of  five  Judges 
and  the  King's  Advocate  ;  and  this  I'ribunal  fhalli)e  llationary  in  Corte. 

Art.  III.  There  fhall  be  a  Prefident,  and  a  King'9  Advocate,  in  each 
of  the  new  jurifdidions. 

Art.  IV.  The  fundtions  of  the  faid  refpcdlivc  Tribunals,  their  Admi- 
Diftration  and  Emoluments,  fhall  be  determined  by  law. 

Art.  V.  There  fhall  be  in  every  Pieve  (Diftrid)  a  Magiflrate, 

Art.  VI.  In  every  Community  there  flVall  be  a  Municipality,  named 
by  the  people,  and  its  functions  (hall  be  regulated  by  the  laws. 

Art.  VII.  Crimes  which  deferve  corporator  ignominious  punifliments, 
iball  be  tried  by  the  Judges  and  a  Jipry. 

Art,  VIII.  The  King  has  the  power  of  granting  pardon,  in  conform 
mity  to  the  fame  regulations  under  which  he  exerciies  this  prerogative  in 
England. 

Art,  IX,  All  civil,  criminal,  commercial  caufes,  or  thofe  of  every 
other  kind  whatfoevcr,  flmll  be  terminated  in  Coriica,  in  the  firil  and  laft 
inf^ance, 

CHAPTER  VII. 


Of  the  Extraordinary  Tribunal. 

Art.  I.  There  fliall  be  an  extraordinary  Tribunal,  compofed  of  five 
Judges,  nominated  by  the  King,  and  commiHioned  to  judge  upon  any 
impeachment  from  the  Houfe  of  Parliament,  or  upon  all  charges  made 
m  the  part  of  the  King,  of  Prevarication  or  of  High  Treafon,  but  al- 
Wjfcys  with  the  intervention  of  a  Jury. 

Art.  II.  The  nature  of  the  faid  crimes,  and  the  form  of  trial,  fhall  be 
determined  upon  by  a  fpecxal  law. 

Art.  Ill*  The  Members  of  the  Tribunal  fhall  not  affcmble,  but  in  cafes 
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of  impeachment  by  the  Houfc  of  Parliament,  or  by  tbeKiny;  and,  im- 
mediately after  judgement  given,  they  (hall  be  obliged  to  ieparace. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 
OfPerfcnal  L  iberty^  and  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prcfs. 

Art.  I.  No  pcrfon  (hall  be  deprived  of  bis  liberty  and  property,  but 
by  fcntcnce  of  the  Tribunals  acknowledged  by  the  laws,  and  in  the  caiiia, 
and  accordinf^  to  the  forms  prcfcribed. 

Art.  II.  Whoever  (liall  be  arreted,  or  placed  in  confincn^ent,  (hall  be 
conducted,  within  the  term  of  twenty-four  hours,  before  the  competeac 
Tribunal,  in  order  that  the  caufe  of  his  detention  may  be  adjudged  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Art.  III.  In  cafe  of  the  arreft  being  declared  vexatious,  the  perfon  ar- 
reted will  have  a  right  of  claiming  damages  and  intereft,  before  the  com- 
petent Tribunals. 

Art.  I V.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  decreed ;  but  the  abufe  of  it  is  to 
be  amenable  to  the  laws. 

Art.  V.  Every  Corfican  fliall  have  the  liberty  freely  to  depart  from 
his  country,  and  to  return  to  it  with  his  property,  conforming  himfelf 
to  the  regulations  and  ordonnances  of  General  Police,  obferved  in  fuch 
cafes.  . 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Of  the  Corfican  Fhtg^  and  Naiugation. 

Art.  I.  The  Standard  (hall  bear  a  Moor's  head,  quartered  with  the 
King's  Arms,  according  to  the  form  which  fliall  be  prefcnbed  by  His 

Majefty.. 

Art.  II.  The  King  (hall  afford  the  fame  protection  to  the  trade  and 
naviq;ation  of  the  Corficans  as  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  his  other 
fubjeds. 

Art.  III.  The  Corfican  nation,  profoundly  penetrated  with  fentiments 
of  j^ratitude,  towards  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Englidi  nation,  for  the  Royal  munificence  and  protection  with  which 
Conica  has  alwa^'s  been  treated,  ami  which  is  now,  in  a  more  fpecial 
manner,  fecurod  to  it  by  the  prefcnr  Conftitutional  a^; 

Declares,  That  it  will  confider  every  attempt  which,  in  war  or  in 
peace,  fliall  be  made  to  promote  the  glory  of  His  Majefty,  and  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain  in  general,  as  its  own  ;  and  the  Par* 
liament  of  Corlica  will  always  manifeft  its  readinefsand  attention  to  adopt 
all  regulations  confiftent  with  its  prefent  Conftitution,  which  fliall  been* 
afted  by  His  Majefty,  in  his  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  exten« 
(ion  and  advantage  of  the  external  commerce  of  the  empire,  and  of  all  iti 
dependencies. 

CHAPTER  X. 
Of  Religion. 

Article  I.  THE  Chrlftian,  Catholic,  Apoftollc,  Roman  Religion^ 
in  all  its  evangelical  purity,  fliall  be  the  only  national  reU|rion  ;ia 
Corfrca. 

Art.  II.    The  Houfe  of  Parliament  is  authorifed  to  determine  on  the 
number  of  pariflies,  to  fettle  the  falaries  of  the  Priefts,  and  to  take  mca- 
I 
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fures  for  infuring  the  dlfcharge  of  epifcopal  fun^llonsja  Corllca,  hx  coo* 
cert  with  the  Holy  Sec. 
Art.  IIL   All  other  modes  of  wopfhip  are  tolerated.  ^ 

CHAPTER  XL 

Of  the  Crowjiy  and  its  Succeffion. 

THE  Sovereign  and  King  of  Corfica  is  His  Majefty,  George  tho 
Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  fiicceflbrs,  according  to  the  order 
of  fucceffion  to  the  Throne  of  Great  Britain, 

CHAPTER  XII, 
Of  the  Acceptance  of  the  Crown  and  Conft  'tUit  ion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Corfica^ 

Article  I.  THE  prefent  Conftitutional  a£t  lhall  be  prefeutcd  to  His 
Majefty  the  King  ot  Great  Britain,  and  by  him  to  his  Excellency  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  his  Commiffioncr  Plenipotentiary,  and  fpccially  autho* 
rifed  for  this  purpofe. 

Art.  II.  In  the  a£t  of  acceptance,  His  Majedj^,  and  his  Plenipoten* 
tiary  in  his  name,  fiiail  fwear  to  maintain  the  liberty  of  the  Corficaa 
nation  according  to  the  Conflitution  and  the  laws ;  and  the  fame  oath 
iliall  be  adminiftercd  to  his  fucccffors  uponevcryacceflion  to  the  Throne. 

Art.  III.  The  Aflembly  (hall  immediately  take  the  following  oath  ; 
which  (hall  be  adminiflered  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot : 

I  fwear  for  niyfelf,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Corfican  nation,  which 
I  rcprefent,  That  I  acknowledge  for  my  Sovereign  and  King  His  Ma« 
jefty  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  yield  him  faithful 
obedience,  according  to  the  Conditution  and  laws  of  CoiQca,  and  tode* 
fend  the  faid  Conftitution  and  laws." 

Art.  IV.  Every  Coriicaa  (liall,  in  his  refpedtlre  communityi  take 
the  preceding  oath. 

Done  and  unanimoufly  decreed,  after  three  readings,  in  the  Ge- 
neral AfTembly  of  the  CorHcan  nation. 

In  Corte,  this  day  (19th  June  1794)  and  individually  fubfcribed 
in  the  A(rcmbly,  by  all  the  Members  who  compofed  it. 


COPY  of  General  MYERS'  Affidavit. 


In  Hh  MJyES7T*s  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of  England. 

WILLIAM  MYERS,  Brigadier  General  of  His  Majefty*8  forces  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  maketh  oath,  and  &ith.  That  he  commanded  a  de- 
tachment of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Sir  CHARLES  GREY, 
employed  in  the  conquefl  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  in  the  months 
of  February  and  March  1 794 ;  and  by  that  means  became  well  acquainted 
with  the  condudl  of  the  planters  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
idandf  and  particularly  thofe  refident  in  the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the 
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country  adjacent.-— And  this  deponent  farther  faith.  That  on  the  6th  daf 
of  February  17949  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jenris,  asCbmmandcia 
in  Chief  of  His  Majedy's  land  and  fea  forces,  lent  a  fummotta,  addref- 
fed      To  the  Mayor,  Prcfidents  of  the  municipalities,  and  Citizens 
of  the  town  of  St^  Pierre,  and  the  Commandant  of  the  troop,'*  re- 
quiring them  to  furrendcr  upon  ths  terms  offered  in  the  Proclamatioa 
jffaed  by  the  faid  Commanders  in  Chief,  dated  ift  January  1794. — 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  He  is  informed  and  beIieTcs»  that  the 
aide-de-camp  fent  with  the  faid  fummons  to  the  town  of  St.  Pierre 
was  not  admitted  into  the  town  ;  and  that  the  Mayor  of  the  faid  town 
p:ave  the  watch-word  or  Cgnal  for  refinance. — And  this  deponent  faith. 
That  great  refiflance  was  made  to  the  Britifh  forces  in  all  their  attacks 
vpon  the  faid  ifland,  both  by  the  French  military  force,  and  the  planters 
and  other  inhabitants ;  and  that  no  defcription  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  ifland,  to  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  this  deponent,  joined  or  gare 
any  affiilance  to  His  Majcfly's  forces  in  their  attack  upon  the  faid  ifland, 
or  during  their  progrefs  in  the  conqueft  thereof ;  nor  did  any  of  fuch  in- 
habitants figniiy  an  intention  or  defire  to  accept  or  claim  the  terms  and 
proicdlion  offered  by  the  faid  Proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January  1794  ; 
But,  on  the-  contrary,  all  the  planters  and  other  inhabitants,  in  dif- 
ferent towns,  villages,  and  other  parts  of  the  ifland,  through  which 
this  deponent  and  the  troops  under  his  command  pafTcd,  made  all  the 
re li fiance  in  their  power  to  His  Majcfly's  forces,  and  fupported  the 
French  forces,  and  affifted  in  manning  and  working  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries created  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  ifland. — And  this  deponent  farther 
faith.  That  on  the  8th  day  of  February  1794,  he,  this  deponent,  and 
Colonel  S«r  Charles  Gordon,  and  Captam  Rogers,  with  the  detachment 
under  their  command,  landed  upon  the  faid  ifland,  near  a  place  calkd 
La  Jus,  nearCas  Pilote,  the  enemy  at  the  time  firing  on  them  from  the 
battery,  and  being,  at  that  time,  Mafler  of  the  Great  Road  and  the 
Heights  above  it ;  and  this  deponent,  and  the  faid  Sir  Charles  Gordon, 
with  the  troops  under  their  refpe£tive  commands,  made  a  movement  to- 
wards the  mountains,  and  turning  round  the  French  force  unpf rceivcd, 
with  part  of  the  Britifli  forces,  gained  the  mofl  commanding  point  in  that 
part  of  ihc  country  by  day  break  of  the  9th  day  of  the  faid  month  of  Fe-» 
brnary  ;  and  this  deponent,  with  his  faiJ  troops»  defcending  the  Heights, 
took  polfcfiion  of  La  Chapelle,  and  a  pofl  cflabliflied  by  the  enemy  above 
it;  and  upon  this  deponent's  returning  to  the  Britifli  columns  of"^ troops, 
it  proceeded  through  very  difficult  ground  to  the  Height  of  Berne,  above 
Alice  la  Haye,  the  enemy  abandoning  the  batteries  of  Cayman,  and  fet- 
ting  fire  to  the  vilkge  of  Cas  Navicrres,  and  keeping  a  conftant  fire  on 
this  deponent  and  his  faid  troops  from  the  battery  of  St.  Catherine's.— • 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  That  having  taken  a  pofltion  which  gave 
him  an  eafy  communication  with  the  Britifli  tranfports,  on  the  12th  of 
the  faid  month  of  February,  this  deponent  obferved  the  batteries  and 
works  of  St.  Catherine's,  and  the  pofts  which  guarded  the  firfl  ratineSj 
were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  of^ which  the  laid  Sir  Charles  Grordon 
took  pofl'efii  jn,'  whilfl  this  deponent,  with  a  detachment  of  troops,  crofftd 
four  ravines  higher  up,  and  fcized  all  the  batteries  which  defended  them. 
And  this  deponent  faith.  That  the  faid  movement  was  fo  fuccefsfully 
complete  that  the  enemy  retreated  on  every  fide,  and  the^troops  under 
this  deponent's  command  foon  tookpolfcffion  of  the  five  batteries  between 
Cas  dc  Naverre  and  Fort  Royal;  and  the  faid  Sir  Charles  Gordon  and 
this  deponent,  with  the  troop  under  their  command,  then  proceeded  ta 
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and  occupied  the  pofb  of  Gentilly,  La  Coft,  and  L*Arciiit* — And  this 
deponent  farther  faith.  That  he  hath  been  informed,  and  believes,  thac 
the  bay  and  harbour  of  Fort  Royal  had  been  opened  to  the  fliipping  un- 
der the  command  of  Sir  John  Jervis  by  the  capture  of  Pigeon  Ifland  : 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  moved  forward 
from  Riviere  Salce  to  the  pod  of  Brumeaux,  and  Joined  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Prefcott  on  the  14th  day  of  the  faid  month  ot  February  1794 ;  and 
having,  as  this  deponent  believes,  previoufly  concerted  the  attack  of  the 
toMfti  of  Si.  Pierre  wit'n  Major  General  Dundas,  the  faid  Major  General 
marched  the  fame  evening  on  that  enterprife,  and  took  pod  at  Gros  Morne, 
from  whence  he  detached  Colonel  Campbell  with  fome  troops  through 
the  woods  of  Bols^e  Buc  to  reach  Montigue  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th 
of  February,  and  proceeding  himfelf  towards  the  heights  of  Capot  and 
Calcbaffe,  they  were  evacuated  by  the  enemy  :  and  from  the  heights  of 
CalebalTe  Major  General  Dundas,  as  this  deponent  was  informed,  faw 
Colonel  Campbell  at  Port  au  Pin  attacked  in  great  force  and  under  a 
heavy  fire  from  five  or  fix  hundred  of  the  enemy  ftrongly  pofled,— And 
this  deponent  farther  faith.  That  Major  General  Dundas,.  as  this  depo- 
nent was  informed,  puflied  forward  his  advanced  guard  under  the  com- 
mand ot  the  Honourable  Captain  Ram  fay,  who  gained  the  fiiinmit  by 
extraordinary  exertions,  and  fired  on  the  enemy,  whc  were  engagcd'with 
Colonel  Campbell,  and  filenced  their  fire;  and  when  joined  by  additional 
troops  the  detachment  took  poffeffion  of  Montigue,  and  Major  General 
Dundas  took  poll  on  Morne  Rouge. — And  this  deponent  farther  faith. 
That  he  hath  been  informed,  and  believes,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
1 6th  day  of  the  faid  month  of  February,  Major  General  Pundas  obfcrv- 
iug  hrgc.  bodies  of  the  enemy  moving  towards  his  front  at  Morne  Rouge, 
and  forming  under-a  fmall  redoubt  near  that  pofl,  he  haftened  back,  and 
was  inftantly  attacked  l>y  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  when,  as  this  depo- 
nent believes,  Colonel  Campbell  was  killed. — And  this  deponent  farther 
faith.  That  he  hath  been  informed,  and  believes,  that  the  two  columns 
of  troops,  deftined  for  the  attack  of  St.  Pierre,  advanced  by  day  break 
of  the  1 7th  of  February,  the  right  to  La  Jeune,  the  left  to  the  Colonial 
redoubt ;  and  on  the  march.  Major  General  Dundas,  as  this  deponent 
has  been  informed,  received  a  letter  from  the  Commandant  at  Sr.  Pierre, 
to  which  he  returned  an  anfwer  by  a  flag  :  But  the  Commandant  was  not 
to  be  found,  and  in  the  mean  time  Colonel  Symes  had  landed  at  Precheur 
with  Ibine  troops  near  the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  entered  the  town  fword 
ID  hand  ;  prior  to  which,  a  detachment  of  two  companies  had  been  fent 
by  this  deponent,  who  had  obtained  pofiefiion  of  the  faid  town  ;  which 
attack  of  Colonel  Symes  had  been  made  agreeable  to  the  plan  originally 
concerted  for  co-operation  with  Major  General  Dundas  and  this  deponent. 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  That  in  the  .courfe  of  his  faid  march 
from  La  Jus  to  La  Colle,  and  from  La  Cofte  to  St.  Pierre,  he  did  not 
find  any  of  the  planters  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  country  ;  but  be- 
lieves they  had  joined  or  were  alMing  the  French  forces,  or  were  other- 
wife  employed  in  refifting  the  Britifli. — And  this  deponent  farther  faith. 
That  in  the  courfe  of  hla  faid  march  he  made  particular  fearches  and  in- 
quiries for  planters  or  other  inhabitants,  in  order  to  obtain  informacioo, 
and  the  affillance  of  horfes  and  cattle  ;  but  this  deponent  could  not  met  t 
with  any  planters  or  other  inhabitants,  except  women  and  female  negroes, 
who  ^cre  the  only  pcrfons  left,  upon  the  plantations.-^And  this  deponent 
farther  faith.  That  in  the  courfe  of  his  faid  march  he  paflcd  through  a 
large  village  called  Cas  Piiot,  and  other  fjjmller  villages,  which  he  found 
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totally  deferted  by  all  the  inhabitants,  except  women  and  female  ikvcs. 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  That  federal  forts,  batteries,  redoubts, 
and  other  places,  taken  by  the  forces  fcnt  to  attack  the  town  of  Sc.  Pierre, 
we're  defended  by  perfons  firing  on  the  tropj^  landing. — And  this  depo- 
nent farther  faith,  That  a  great  number  of  the  inh.ibitants  of  St.  Pierre 
were  employed  in  manning  and  defending  the  forts,  batteries,  and  other 
places  of  defence^nd  refinance  furrounding  and  adjacent  to  the  faid  town, 
a(  and  previous  to  the  capture  thereof,  as  he  has  been  informed,  and  ve- 
rily believes.— That  during  the  whole  of  this  dcpivicni*s  faid  march  from 
La  Jus,  and  the  attack  made  upon  the  faid  town  of  St.  Pierre,  none  of 
the  planters  or  other  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ifland,  including  thofe  of  St* 
Pierre,  ever  claimed  or  intimated  the  fmalleft  wifli  or  intention  toaccepc 
the  tL-rm^  and  protection  offered  by  the  faid  proclamation  of  the  id  of  Jan« 
wary  1 794. — And  this  deponent  fanher  faith,  That  he  commanded  His 
Majcfts 's  forces  at  St.  Pierre,  from  the  capture  thereof  until  the  btter 
end  of  March  1794,  during  which  time  all  the  property  feized  and  taken 
on  fliore  at  St.  Pierre  as  priie  or  booty,  or  as  liable  to  confifcation,  was 
taken,  and  returns  thereof  made  to  t^t  agents  for  the  captors.— And  this 
deponent  farth^  faith,  That  no  complaints  were  ever  made  to  this  depo- 
nent, as  Commandant  of  the  faid  forces,  nor  did  he  hear  of  s^ny  complaint 
being  made  to  any  other  perfon  or  perfon*;,  that  any  goods  had  been  taken 
or  feizeJ  by  the  captors,  belonging  to  perfons  who  were  entitled  to  the 
prote%^tion  and  *  benefit  of  the  faid  proclamation  ;  nor  did  this  deponent 
ever  hear  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierr«,  or  other  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  ifland,  claim  or  afTert  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof ; 
on  the  contrary  this  deponent  faith,  That  fuch  had  been  the  uniwfal 
reiifbnce  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ifland  to  His  Majefty*s  forces, 
that  he  verily  believes  they  did  not  cooddcr  therofelves  entitled  to  claim 
the  benefit  of  the  faid  proclamation.— And  this  deponent  farther  ikitk. 
That  no  claims  were  made  or  fetup  to  property  taken  on  ftiore  by  or  on 
the  behalf  of  emigrants  or  perfons  who  were  abfent  from  the  faid  ifland, 
to  this  deponent's  knowledge  or  belief. — And  this  deponent  farther 
faith,  That  the  property  fo  taken  on  fhore  from  individuals  confiftcd 
entirely  of  the  produce  of  the  ifland  ,  and  the  principal  jwrt  thereof 
was  either  taken  from  perfons  ftiling  themfclves  agents  ot  the  French 
Republic,  or  had  been  produced  upon  eflates  in  the  poiIei£on  of 
perfons  of  that  defcription,  as  he  believes. — And  laflly,  this  depo- 
nent faiik.  That  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  having  been  taken  in  'the 
manner  before  flated,  and  the  inhabitants  having  rej6£led  the  fummons 
of  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  inviting  them  to  accept  the  protection  and 
terms  oftered  by  the  faid  proclamation  of  the  i  ft  January  1794,  and  hav- 
ing rcfjfted  the  Britifli  forces  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  captors 
confidered  the  property  found  in  the  faid  town  as  liable  to  confifcation ; 
but  they  confined  the  fcizure  thereof  to  the  produce  of  the  iflaiid  only» 
and  the  inhabitants  were  left  in  the  uncontrouled  i^offeilion  and  difpofal  of 
every  other  fpecics  of  property :  And  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town 
did  not,  as  this  deponent  believes,  con  fide  r  themfclves  as  unjuftly  or  feverely 
treated,  or  as  being  deprived  of  their  property  in  breach  of  the  terms  of 
the  faid  pi'oclamation,  or  of  any  other  terms  or  conditions  to  the  benefit 
of  which  they  were  entitled. 

(Signed)  W.  MYERS. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Portf-*^ 
mouth,  in  the  County  of  | 

Southampton,  the  ill  Day  It  .t.  r  r 
ofM..y,79s.  '  Vintheprcfcnceof 

W  g/ebs   Tunr        I  <5*E£THAM,  Junr, 
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